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THE

“CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACTS”
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T are two Acts which were hurriedly and secret] sed without debats in
:H?ﬁa:nd 1869. In proof of the mamuerlﬁ which theﬁmnuml rovisions ware
enacted and gradunlil_r extended, the following evidence is adduced from the
Parliamentary records i—At one o'clock in the morning of March 16th 1866, the
now existing Act was read the first time. After the second reading it nssed a
Seleet Committee, all the members of which wera known supporters of this legis.
lation. On the 26th of April the Bill was recommitted at two o'clock in the

measure, the attempt was at once burked on the singular ground, ** that this
was a Bill not to be publicly discussed.” When it was proposed to introduce a
clause, which would have afforded some slight Protection agninst the abuse of
‘the irresponsible powers of the spy police, to the effect ** that the justice
elgm information shall be made, shall, in a]] Cases, require
corroborative testimony and proof thereof, other than that of the membery of
the police fores ;" this qmlliﬁl‘cutian was uegativnd without a word, The Act
of 1869 merely amends the former Act by adding to its stringency and extending
the spherc of “its operation.  This Bill ' was rend in the House of Commons a
- firgt time on the very day it passed the House of Lords, August and, 1869,
. After hurriedly bassing through the subsequent stages, it received the Royal
nt on August 11th, the very day on which Parlinment was Prorogued. Thera

Was not one word of debute on this Bill in citlier Haouge,
It is noteworthy that these Agts have ne preambie, so.that one is left to
infer their object and principle. Their declared pu?asa is, ** The better fire.
vention of Contagions Diseases at certain Naval an Military Stations,» Thea

diseases alluded to can only result from the licentionsness of ‘men and women,
. Yet these Acts deql with women ol |
“» The sole réasons assigned for these Acts by the Royal Commniission in their

port (clanses 1 and ; 3) are, ** the protection of our Soldiers and Sailors, and
- their maintenance in & state of physiea] efficiency,” and “gq far to control
their {prautitutaa} conduct as to render the Practice of prostitution, if not
+ absolutely innoenows, at lanst much less dangerous,” A4 regards the persons to
whose supposad security connected wigh ** the practice of Prostitution” refer.
ence is made, g wider description is given in clause 46 ip the same Report,
Where it is said that ** evVery man in the protected districts, who hag CONNErce
«With the prostitutes, participates in the henefit of the Acts.”

e foundation of this legislation clearlyis, the supposed exigencies of our Army
and Navy arising from celibacy, and the Assumption that prostitution 18 conge-
quentlya necessity, Thig has been openlyavowed. The late Sir Henry Storks, who
Was the chief advocate of the Acts, said, *'Iam of opinion that very little henetit
will result from the best devised means of prevention (i.e. of disease) uneif pro-
Aitulion ig Yecagnised oy a necessity™ (Ses page 132 of Report from Select Com-
mittee of House of Lords), The Royal Commission, also, in their Report

clanse 48) admitted that * it is difficult to escape from the inference that tha
State, in muking‘ pmviaii::m for alleviating the SVLLs of prostitution, figs LELITEAP

Wwith ihdignqtion, and the Army go organized as to enoourage its morality by
making provision for the wives of soldiers, instead of Providing for the BUpervi-
Ston of prostitutes, ang medical treatment of soldiers,
he Acts are in foree in fifteen English and three Trish towns, and Jifteen miles
in all d:ircgtiuns beyond thejp limits, Ay Organization, howevep, oxists, hawvip
1ts object the extension of these Acts over the entire kingdom, Ty jg but

200 evident that theqr Present area wonld have been increased hagd not publie

attention heen drawn g them, for attempts have been made by overtures from

the Board of Trade to introduce tham into Glasgow gngd other towns, The
expense of their extension is eatimated g something enormons, The exponsu of
0o present Aoty ia padd out of tha Publin fona (1266, apg, 5) and s somatimog

| Deen about / so oo,

" _These extensive districts for the Purposes of the Acta, are taken out of the hands
the Local Folice gng handed over to * Metropalitin » Folice (Act 1866, 8o, 2),
8¢ officers are detectives (spics in 1ilain clothes), to WwWhom i given quite

UBSpotic power, If a paliceman #ispects, or in the words of the Aot “* haa good

Be to Gelieve™ o woman to he immum], ho muy £it har iumioned hifore «




magistrate, not to charge her with any offence, bul for an order to hav :

tained whether she ia free from discase.  1f she does not appear, t:hc‘u;gs‘t‘::rt:,
satisfied with the informant’s ** belief” —no proof being raquired'—-may order her
diseased or not, to be periodically examined by a surgeon. I

The Act of 1866 allows a woman to voluntarily submit herself, by written

declaration, to this surgical examination, for any pericd not E:l;ceeding one

ear. But a woman who refuses to submit voluntarily, ean be brought

efore the magistrates who may compel her to submit, without any power to appeal
or to demand a TEVISION af !_hu degrading sentence. If she persists in her refuual’
she may be mlnmuued until she submits, and this may be done again and a.gn.i.l.':
;nl aver;rl u?tnﬁsmnhv;l}::n ]:ha refuses ttt"; l;ublnih Women are frequently thus im-

risoned althou ave commi no cri and been
tn_\'ti?];mchaste. z ¥ ime, have not even proved

at is this ** examination?” It is not described in the Acts, so it ca
be stated as a fact that it is instrumental, indecent, and dﬂgmdihg. § It T:ﬂﬁ
doom equally of the professional prostitute and of those whom want, desertion
the wiles of brothel keepers, and the compulsion of parents, have quite rec-antl;-
led into the ways of sin. This revolting surgical examination is an outrage which
violates the feelings of those whose sense of shame is not wholly lost, and fur-
ther brutalises the most abandoned, by destroying the last remnant of modesty
-w]ii-:.h they l}ﬂﬂjl' r;atnin. i
t is manifest these Acts infringe some of the most sacred claims of

freedom. One of the an.t:egunrda of our constitutional liberty is, that wpggu:?:nl
charged with an offence 13 held to be innocent until proved guilty. But under
these Acts, in flagrant defiance of all justice, a woman is dealt with as guilty
unless she can prove ler own innocence.

It is admitted that threats are often used to induce the women to sign what

a grim mockery) is called the ** Voluntary Submission,” which, by the Acts,
the same offect as a magistrate’s order. Thus the accused are often urged
to criminate themselves.

Without adducing any cases of abuse of authority under these Acts (al-
though such have frequently occurred), the fact remains that an unjust law
cannot be justly executed, The power conceded by this Law to_the police is
almost without limit, for it places any woman at the mercy of his suspicion.
‘As no law could be more liable to abuse, we have no right to presume it
will not be abused. Moreover, special policemen being the sole witnesses against
the women, as well as their accusers, are, unfortunately for the cause of justice
and the liberty of the accused, not indifferent to the issue, since a conviction ia
essential to justify their conduct.

Sarigus mistakes under these Acts are admitted to be inevitable (see Act 1866,
sec, 42). How can an innocent woman be indemnified, whose character is once
damaged by such an iniputation ?

A surgeon or his assistant, charged with indiscretion or injury, may take re-
fuge under section 18, Act 1856, by which absolute power is vested in the
+ A dmiralty” or the * War Secretary.” The nfy police can take shelter under
clause 3 of section 42, 1865, when charged with illegality or oppression, aund plead

:Ent ;hi offence complained of was done **in pursuance of intended Execution of
“ « 1% i

1f a woman, willingly, or by compulsion is examined, and declared to be
diseased, she can be detainedina Government hospital for nine months, if neces-
sary. When cuved, she is liberated, and the object of the Acts is accomplished.
Immoral men are thus sought to be lpmtnutmi. There is nothing to protect women.
They may be infected by men ; and are so infected.

Women who submit perforce or otherwise to thesa Acts, are to all intents and
purposes OFFICIALLY RECOGNISED PROSTITUTES ; and the housesin which they live
are TOLERATED brothels. There is not a clause in the Acts for the guppression
of prostitution or brothels, The keepers of the latter have en understanding
with the spy police, and are never molested unless they harbour a Aiseased woman.
For this offence enly they are liable, under the Acts, the Henalt.}r being £ zo.

From this brief summary of these Laws, we are justified in pronouncing them
unrighteous and unconstitutional in prineiple, demoralizing in tendency, opprea-
give and one-sided in their operation; a dishonour to womanhood, a perpetuation
of class-legislation in its most cowardly form, dealing only with the weaker sex
and the poorer classes, 30 that the stronger and richer may be protected in their
sinful ways. Let no one be deceived, 'These Acts have introduced into the
ritish Islands nothing more nor less than Certificated Prostitution | Isitnot
right, therefore, to demand their total and unconditional Kepeal?

This Leaflet is issned b the Scottish National Association for the Abolitien of

the State Regulation of Vice, and for the Promotion of Social Purity ; Office,

8t Andrew Sguaro, Kdinburgh, This and other Papers showing the immoral

. unjust, and uneconstitutional character of these Acts, and their signal Hygienic
failure, can be had on application. As the Association is extending its upern-
tlons o every Town in Sootlend, Bubscriplicns are urgontly required 0 urther
tpie lmporant work.




