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To CHARLES NOURSE, EQ.
SURGEON AT OXFORD.

S.J Ry

1 HE dedicatory language is generally
the language of flattery ; but I feel
as little Inclination to offer, as you would
be to receive adulation. I requeft’ per-
miflion to dedicate this treatife on ulcers
to you, from a conviction that your ex-
perience in the art of furgery, for fifty
years, enables you to judge of the advan=
tages of the new methods introduced.

You have candidly tried the doétrines
contained in the former editions of this
little performance, and in our converfa=
tions, while I purfued my ftudies at the
univerfity, you generoufly acknowledged
their utility, |
Your



DE DJC AT IO N

Your unfolicited approbation gave me
pleafure, and added freth vigor to thofe
profeffional improvements, which have
occupicd my whole life. It is from your
friendly advice, and the hopes of ferving
fociety, that this edition, with many im-
provements, makes its prefent appearance.

May mankind long receive your inefti-
mable fervices ; and may you lang enjoy
that reputation to which your great merit
in the art of furgery, is fo juftly entitled.

Thefe, Sir, are the fincere wifhes of,

Your moft obedient humble fervant,

W, ROWELEEY,

Harley-Street, '
Cavendifh-Square,
April 26, 1786.
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INTRODUCTION,

S the common treatment of ulcer-

ated legs is often unfuccefsful, and
frequent relapfes after a fuppofed cure
the confequence ; it is {furprifing no me-
thods fuperior to thofe in common efti-
 mation have been adopted, to render their
cure more_permanent. Perhaps, fervile
obedience to an erroneous authority, ‘pre=
judices prachitioners in furgery, and ren-
ders them inacive in the purfuit of im-
provements, eafily attainable, by applying
more {tudioufly to the effe@s of internal
remedies in the cure of chirurgical dif-
eafes,

Various chirurgical cafes might re-
ceive advantage from a judicious internal
treatment, but none with greater certainty
than ulcerated legs. The province of
furgery being, principally, external dref-
fings, or manual operation ; the effential

a requifites
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requifites for medical practice are too fre-
quently necgleded. 2 feWw gepergl medi-
cines are applied without any precife re-
gard to individual indications; or, what
is of greater confequence, centra-indica=
tions.

IT is poffible, by great induftry, with-
out extraordinary genius, to become emi-
nent in anatomy, chemiftry, botany, mid-
twifery, or natural and experimental phi-
Jofopby ; but not any one of thefe de-
partments of art or {cience, taken fingly,
ever conftituted an accomplithed practical
phyfician. It is the happy combination
of the whole, joined with an ardent love
for the profefiion; long experience, and
2 {uperior capability of clear reafoning,
that produce excellence in the healing
art.

- A circumscrIBED knowledge, there-
fore, fhould produce diffidence, it fhould
ftudy more or practice lefs: but the re-
verfe is too commonly obferved. In-
ferior and confined f{cience, afluming

the air of wifdom, determines with rafh-
nefs,
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nefs,, and fupports error with clamorous
obftinacy : while minds. the moit culti-
vated by learning, genius, and medita-~
tion, fuppofe the poffibility of human er-
ror; they contemplate with caution, and
conclude with modefty.

Tue prejudices of education are nu-
merous in the art of medicine ; they are
ingrafted ; when the inexperienced mind
is incapable of judging, and they often
increafe, unfufpected, with riper years.
They fometimes appear to originate in
the leGures of theoretical profeflors who
never, or flightly, praéticed the art: or
amongf(t others of great practice without
a fcientific and learned education; for
both are equally incapable of training
young minds to ufeful knowledge. It is
the junction of a true theory, experience
and reflection, that gives folidity to. the
art. Every future day’s ebfervation thould
be exerted to difcover and corre@t the er-
rors of the former: for prejudices are
cafily contracted; but with great diffi-
culty eradicated.

a 2 - INNU-
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INNUMERABLE fallacies obtain pre-
fent protection, and future fupport ;
through an early and continued neg-
ligence in fearching for truth. Indo-
lent mediocrity perfectly fatisfies the vul-
gar majority ; but mediocrity never pro-
duces any thing excellent. Its utmoft
bounds, only expands to the peaceable
attainment of doCtrines already known,
or received. To critically examine, or
improve the arts, to feparate truth from
conjeCture, or hypothefis from demonftra-
tion, are objets, much beyond the extent
of its narrow comprehenfion: to flatter
and be flattered in the grofleft ablurdities,
is its higheft ambition, Mediocrity, if
ever roufed to exercife its faculties, it is
commonly in fupprefling that {uperior ex-
cellence in others, which the confined li-
‘mits of its own capacity, is incapable, or
unwilling to comprehend. Thefe fubjects
are more amply difcuffed in another work ;
their caufes are traced, and their baneful
effects demonftrated. *

* In the Schola Medicine univerfalis nova.

A PREJUDICE
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A prejuDIcE has univerfally fpread its
influence amongft the chirurgical practi-
tioners in this country,  tbat wulcerated
“¢ Legs fhould rarely be cured: they bave
‘¢ been confidered as a falutary drain to the
“ conflitution ;5 produlfive of bealth and
¢ jong life.” If fuch doctrines were true,
mankind fhduld be congratulated on the
firft acquifition of a ftinking painful fore:
the furgeons too, attached to thefe abfur-

dities, might remain for ever in the un-
difturbed pofleflion of a branch of prac-
tice ; which has always been confidered
extreamly lucrative; were not the eafe
and happinefs of mankind fuperior to fuch
confiderations.

Turese do&rines, it is hoped, will be
clearly proved erroncous ; not enly by ra-
tional arguments; but what is far more
conclufive; by innumerable fa@s of old
patients cured after all the common me-
thods had failed : the mieans, likewife,
by which thefe falutary effe@s have been

produced, fhall be faithfully communi-
cated.

THE
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TuEe received methods of treating ul-
cers, it might be expected, had fome con~
clufive and uncontrovertable authority for
its bafis. A dotrine fo prevalent, main-
tained with fuch furious zeal, might be
imagined to originate in a variety of in-
dubitable facts. From the violent oppo-
fition, any rational attempt§ to improve
this branch of the healing art, meects; an
undifcerning {pectator would conclude,
thoufands have perifhed by attempting
the cure of ulcers, and that the hiftory
of medicine teemed with the difimal nar-
rations of the unhappy fufferers. An im-
partial examination of the fubject, how-
ever, will abfolutely demonftrate the con=-
trary.

~ In the profecution of this enquiry, the
Greeks, Romans, Arabians, and Moderns
have been carefully confulted ; but not
one felf evident propofition appears, worthy
of attention, in defence of the fuppofed
dangerous tendency of curing ulcers; at
leaft, not a fingle inftance applicable to the
new mode of treatment,

THE
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Tae do&rines, therefore, fo univerfally
eftablithed, fo univerfally credited, have
no decided foundation to fupport them,
cither ancient or modern. From whence
did they originate ? From Mr. Samuel
Sharp, chiefly, before long experience had
ripened his judgment.” He was a genius
of the firft rank in furgery ; but, perhaps,
too precipitate in his decifions on medical
practice. The juft and high reputation
he acquired in the former branch ren-
dered him affluming in the latter. Man-
kind, who cannot be judges of medical
abilities, experiencing his admirable {kill
in operations, naturally concluded him
equally excellent in every department of
medicine. His treatife on operations
was well written, and well received. An
extenfive praltice afforded little leifure
for future corrections; and his writings
become an introduction to all the junior
ftudents in furgery. They read with avi-
dity, and fuppofed his do&rines infallible.
To feparate truth from its femblance re-
quires more difcernment than falls to the
lot of ftudents in general,

To
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To give, however, the greateft latitude
to the principles of the ingenious Mr.
Sharp; let it be fuppofed that in his
defeCtive methods of cure, that difficulty
was experienced, and danger juftly ap-
prehended ; yet it does not follow, that
all other modes are equally exceptionable.
The introduction of oppofite modes of
treatment may produce oppofite confe-
quences. What might be difficult or
dangerous in Mr. Sharp’s mode might be
the reverfe with other practitioners, from
a diflimilarity in the management of the
difeafe. In Mr. Sharp’s method, the
caufes of ulcers were never removed from
the habit; but in the new medes they
are; confequently the f{uppofed danger-
aus tendency of the former, is probably
removed by the latter. In the common
methods the acrimonious flate of the
bleod was little confidered ; but in the
new, the blood is rendered mild and
balfamic. In the former, the original
caufes remaining in the conflitution re-
lapfes were frequent, in the latter the

root of the evil is extermipnated, and a
return
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return of the complaint without fome
violence, or accident, rafely happens. It
will be clearly explained, a vitiated ha-
bit of body is often the caufe of the ul-
cer ; the ulcer is likewife thecaufe of a viti-
ated conftitution: for an abforption of the
morbific matter contaminates the fluids
and irritates the folids. Will a plaifter ra-
dically.cure any depravation of the human
fluids ? Certainly not. Is it not more
rational to remove caufes by fkilful in-
" ternal treatment? The evil is deeply,
rooted, and fuperficial applications, only
procure temporary alleviation. Were it
true, that old ulcers are dangerous of
cure ; which by no means is admitted ; no
furgeon afferts the fame of a new ulcer.
All ulcers have a beginning: Why not,
then, cure ulcers before they become old ?
The difficulty of removing ulcers is owing
to an acrimonious, or bad habit of body :
remove the caufe and the effe@s will ceafe.
Corret the bad habit and the ulcer heals
kipdly. If this may be effeed in an old
ulcer, which is beyond the poffibility of
doubt; why not ufe the fame means,

b when
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when the ulcer is rf:cent, and prevent all
future obje@ions to a cure.

AMONGST many vulgar prﬂjudice‘s', a
common affertion in every one’s mouth
15, ¢ that ulcers muft not be dried up ;
““ it is dangerous to dry up ulcers, the
« diforder will fly to fome uther part
“ and .&n’! the patient.”

Twurs is the language not only of the
common people, but likewife of medical
practitioners, and 1f true, would merit a
ferious attentione If it can be proved
cxtreamly difficult to dry up an old ul-
€er; will it not appear highly irrational
to find grave fober looking men ringing
an alarm, and warning mankind of what
feldom, or rarely can exift? But it is
often impofiible to dry up an old ulcer,
by any means ; therefore, any apprehenfion
of an evil tendency, from what fearce ever
happens, is {upremely ridiculous. Through
thefc falfe opinions, however, thoufands
muft have fuffered inexpreflible mifery, for
years ; 1n various ulcers, eafily curable:
is not this difgraceful to the art, and

fhocking to humanity ?
In
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IN treating ulcers, it is a univerfal max=-
im amongft ancient and modern furgeons,
that three ftages of cure are neceffary, de-
terging or cleanfing ; ‘incarnation, or fill-
ing up the lofs of fubflance; cicatrifa-
1on, or the {kinning over an ulcer. Hip-
‘pocratés pronounces above two thoufand
j‘EEfE .ﬂgB; TATE Yoo EAME@y 7V [AEV QYRR T A=
Prras wow Aovrw, TaxeMy Jepomeany dnlos €y d
.Fﬁﬁﬁz?_{ﬁ;n £¢ TOUE jxmpqu_xmmaﬁ‘ﬂ. Pra&ical
Surgery generally obferves - the fame.
In another place he delivers himfelf thus :
InsSa dt T EAMEX, WS Hi TO &V m?n.m;r CWiakTiy w@?n.z'y-
[AEVTE AN TOIEEIN r:-m (A5 3mp£w Mol u::uo:m'u.whmym
Wb £5 WTEIAGS EYEiv. The pl‘iﬂ_ﬂipﬂli Dbjﬂ& 1n Sur=
gery is, to produce thofe fucceflive changes
by various applications in each particular
ftage. After the difcharge of an acrimo-
_nious thin ferum, what has been called
laudable pus fucceeds, which flows while
the wound incarns: Hippocrates truly fays,
muey Tpogn eAzcos.  When thé  granalations
of fleth have fhot out to the furface,
and the part, formerly loft, has been
renewed ; then the fkin extends forth
its fibrgs and gradually covers the whole

b2 fpace.,
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{pace. . To imagine a deep ulcer can be
fuddenly dried, or cicatrifed, while an
acrimonious, fetid, ar putrid = ichor ‘if~
fues, is to fuppofe an impofiibility ; it
1s contrary to all experience, reafon, and
ocular demonftration. 1f any remedies
produce fuch drying effects, they muft be
either aftringents, or deficcatives ; but
thefe are never prefcribed for fuch pur-
pofes; and, whoever will try their effi-
cacy in any old, or deep ulcer, would
{oon find, that not drymg, but heat, pain
and inflammation would be the confe-
quence. No internal medicine can fud-
denly dry an inveterate ulcer. The whole
{uppofition, therefore, about dryimg ul-
cers is indefenfible, and is a mere vulgar
error.* Hippocrates remarks, Eagos merios
Heh  Enpovs N (AWPIY, YWOUEVOY SAVETIHAGY but
this is only delivered as a prognoftic in
articulo mortis, and has no reference what-
ever to the treatment of ulcers; to which

* If the truth of thefe affertions are doubted, I
pledge myfelf to produce numerous patients labous-
ing under the misfortune -of old ulcers; in which
cafes, the total impoffibility of drying ulcers, may
i:ﬂ: fairly and demonftrately proved.

| ' | difeafe
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difeafe the father of medicine, who lived
in a warm climate, amongft relaxed pa-
tients, directs the application of the
ftrongeft aftringents, or drying medicines,
as verdigris, alumen, &c. The Ilater
Grecks, the Romans, and many imita-
ting moderns have prefcribed fimilar me-
thods; fometimes, in northern countries;
where not relaxation; but callofity and ri-
gid fibres attended the complaints. I have
feen ulcerated legs at Parss, Rome, Naples,
and Fenice, in the hofpitals; which in
general required the bracing plan of cure;
owing to the warmth of the country, and
relaxed habits of the people. At Vienna
and other parts of Germany, in Flanders and
Holland : 1 have ubﬁ:rved, {fometimes one
method, fometimes another neceffary. The
climate, the diet, air, and conftitution of
the pcople, therefore, fhould be more
confidered; than any dogmatic fyftems of
cure; which never will fucceed in dif-
ferent countries. ﬂgfére qucqite pro yzgt;gﬁ;
locorum, fays Celfus, genera medicine ; et
aliud opus effe Rome, aliud in Lgypto, aliud
i Gallra,

TuE
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THE apprﬁhgnﬁon of diarrbes, fever,
difficulty of breathing, or aflbma, is equally
falfe upon fimilar principles, efpecially, if
the new doctrines be purfued. Why
fhould the morbific matter fly to the in-
teftines, to the lungs, or to the fyftem
i general, and fuddenly prove fatal?
To produce fuch effects, the morbific
matter of the ulcer muft be abforbed
by the lymphatics, or by the minute
veins; * 1t muft be carried to ‘the
thoracic duct, and vena cava; it muft mix
~ with the blood, and fix its abode in the
Jungs; fly to the furface of the intef-
tines; or produce a general irritation in
the whole arterial fyftem. What evi-
dence is produced of fuch confequences ?
except by accident, a fever has invaded
a patient; and ulcers have become dry :
but are fuch irrelative and fortuitous in-
flances, to eftablith general rules for prac-
tice ! :

% Perhaps the whole body is bibulous ; but nei-
ther anatomy nor phyficlogy has confirmed tlus fup-
pofition, though highly probable : yet it is known
that the fefe collelofa communicates,

THAT
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“ uar fome of the ulcerous dif‘chargﬂ
may be flowly abforbed is indubitable ;
ut after attending, ferioufly, to thoufands
of ulcerated patients; I folemnly declare,
I have never feen one inftance of thofe
effets fo univerfally credited; not even
by the worft pra&ice, ignorance ever
recommended. If, the curing of ul-
cers, however, by the common methods
had reproduced affhma, fever, or diarr-
hea; where fuch difeafes previoufly ex-
ifted; fuch an obje@ion can have ho
weight, with the learned and candid;
where patients have never had thofe com-
plaints, and when a different method of
cure is adopted, in which the conftitution is
changed.

In the fucceeding treatife 1s commu-
nicated the ultimate experience of twenty
five years continual and extenfive medi-
cal practice, as far as relates to the treat-
ment of ulcerated legs, and fome other
morbid affections, arifing from- impuritie-s,
or depravations of the blood. The doc-
trines have not been founded on a par-
tial, or contratted knowledge of the

fubje&t ;
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dice * confidered difficult or dangerous to
f.un:;. from a {ufpicion, that the received
principles were erroneous ; and the event
hasamply proved the fuggeftion true. The
cute of ulcerated legs, and the adminiftra-
tion of mineral and faline alteratives in
very fmall dofes, at certain diftances of
time, without irritating the habit, were
the primary objeds; but an extenfion of
thofe theoretic ideas, which appeared rati-
onal, and were confirmed by fuccefs, were
gradually applied to the {chrophula and can-
cer. An ardent defire, at a very early period
of life, at the age of feventeen, to im-
prove our excellent art, prompted the
undertaking ; {uccefs attending the firfk
uncultivated efforts, excited, and encou-
raged remoter purfuits, under inexpref-

* The firlt attempts were at Belleifle in the yeaf
1761, foon after its capture by his Majefty’s forces.
‘The methods were afterwards tried in the Weft-
Indies; at Jamaica, Havanna, America, &c. but
they did not cure in hot countries; yet bark
and bracers fucceeded. The three former editions on
ulcers, contained cales, which are now excluded. For
other improvements, fee the treatifes on difeafes of the
eyes, breafts, of hot climates, &c, &.

c fible
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fible difficulties, and the moft formidable
oppofition : but the public received be-
nefit, and the public afforded a hgcn,:-e
rous protection. The innumerable op-
‘portunities of determining any new dif=
covery, by pofitive facs, in this great
city, is always obtainable by the induftrious.
Thofe pra&titioners who admit the inferior
ranks of people, conftantly, at their houfes,
free of expence, acquire immenfe €Xperi~
ence, gratify the feelings of humanity, and
render the art, what it ought to be, a
blefling to fociety. To the younger phy=
ficians and furgeons, it is earneftly recom=
mended to adopt, early in life, fome bene-
volent inftitution of this nature ; for it will,
enrich their knowledge, and add true dig-
nity to the healing art.  Unconfined to the
precife routine of hofpital pratice, the
mind has free liberty to expand, and avail
itfelf of the objects of mercy that offer.
Dangerous experiments, indeed, thould be
always avoided ; for the art fhould be ren-
dered more excellent by the fafeft means,
To the fludious, uncontrovertable demon-
ftrations, often follow well conceived opi-

nions. Thig
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This Introduction, and fome parts of

' the treatife, are not only connelted with,
the cure of ulcers, and other complaints,
arifing from an impure ftate of the fluids ;
but they likewife contain many refleCtions
on medicine.  If any expreffions fhould
appear too animated, it is hoped, they wilk
be attributed to their true caufe; a warm
defire to_ferve mankind, without any in-
tentional offence. The thoughts are de-
livered with that freedom, an immenfe ex-
perience in different branches of medicine,
for thirty years, and medical travels in moft
parts of the world, may, in feme mgafu;e,
juftify. Prevailing prejudices are cenfured,,
not with that degree of complacency,
perbaps, which readers of a certain clafs
expet : but it fhould be confidered, the
cradicating of erroneous principles, is
the fureft road to future amendment. Men,
“habituated to a faithful and implicit ob-
fervance of old dotrines, however falfe,
bear with impatience any attempt to con-
vince them of error. Accuftomed, in
infancy, to receive refemblances for rea-
lities, or opinions without g:lfl;lp;]ﬁtﬁiiﬂﬂﬁ_;
c2 angd
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and having paffed, perhaps, a long life in
error, they are exafperated b y an nvcrthrﬂw
of their favourite fyftems. The myfterious
oracles of indolent tranquility, and {pecious
deception, muft not be prophaned with
Impunity by the facrilegious hand of in«
novation :
—Namgue boc tempore
Olfequium amicos, veritas odium parit.

THE more fuccefsful any improvement
is, by fo much the more fury it is oppof=
ed; as the hiftory of medicine fully tefti-
fies in the examples of mercury, bark,
antimony, inoculation, &c. Every in-
ftance of an extraordinary cure refle@s dif=
honor on the unfuccefsful, and rarely fails
of exciting, in envious minds, private
oppolition, at the expence of honor, in-
tegrity, and truth: yet the criterion of
medical 1kill thould be founded in for-
tunate cures, not fpecious verbal pro-
f:ﬂiuné; nam non eloquentia, [ed remedis
morbi curantur. Improvers of arts are
commonly treated with ingratitude; and
ﬂmugh mankind privateiy avail them-

felves
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{elyes of difcoveries, they commonly abufe
ipventors. Calumny and detra&ion have
been, and probably ever will be, exercif-
ed againft every attempt to improve medi-
cine; particularly in large cities, where men
frequently become jealous competitors for
extenfive practice. Errors, however, thould
be difcovered by facts and reafoning, before
their removal can be effeted ; but thofe,
who either through intereft, indolence, or
ignorance, pre-fuppofe none exifting, will
never labour in their detection. A phyfician,
therefore, thould be agood logician ; or he
may be as incapable of perceiving truth, as
in detecting falfehood : he fhould con-
ftantly carry contemplation into practice,
and practice into contemplation:  How
many chimeras have been propagated and
credited, from an unacquaintance, or neg-
le&t, in the art of reafoning ?

_Za»Thofe who have arrived at the fum-
mit of knowledge and perfection, or
who are fatisfied the art requires no im-
provement ; neither the foregoing, nor
fucceeding fentiments are intended ; mor
15 1t requefted, any one fhould have com-

mon
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mon fenfe, contrary to his inclination,
If junior pratitioners, as yet untainted
with delufive {yftems, receive any benefit
from thefe obfervations, it will afford the
higheft fatisfation. They may candidly
try the modes of treatment; which have,
at leaft, fafety and mildnefs for their re-
commendation : but this cannot be pro-
nounced of many deftructive poifons late-
ly introduced.  Arfenic, lead, cantharides,
deadly nightfbade,  aconitum, = benbane,
bemlock, digitalis, dulcamara, &c. &c.
have been fo liberally, and inconfiderately
prefcribed internally, in all cafes, and con-
fitutions ; that one might be led to con-
¢lude, the materia medica contained no-
thing to cure difeafes, except powerful poi-
fons. The healing art, facred to huma-
nity and wifdom, thus becomes a fcourge
and peftilence, infliting death on the in-
nocent patient, under the direction of ca-
price, fafhion and folly : without any fair
trial of well-known efficacious remedies.
©One is thrown Into excruciating tortures,
and deadly convulfions by arfenic ; another
rendered fenfelefs, torpid, or paralytic by

lead 3 another has a fuppreflion of urine,
COfl>
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convulfions, or bloody urine, and a pain-
ful death by cantharides; another fuffers
fimilar fymptoms by the aconitum, oOF
other acrid vegetable poifons; = another
falls into ftupidity, his lower jaw fuddenly
drops motionlefs, and death enfues by
hemlock ; another in an afthma 1s fent to
eternal fleep by opium. Inftances of all
the above circumftances have been iate-
ly, as well ‘as formerly, demonftrated ;
not to mention ' injuries rendering life
‘unfupportable, ‘where the poifons have
not divefted the unhappy viGims of life.
But are fuch practices, by the laws of hu-
manity, or the healing art, juftifiable ? Are
dangerous experiments to be admitted 5
while an abundance of excellent and fafe
remedies are eafily obsainable? For fup-
pofing, even cures could be produced by the
hazardous ufe of acrid poifons: it is cer-
. tainly unfeeling to run any rifk of deftroy-
ing life on fuperficial conje@ures, or out of
complaifance to the reigning fathions, or-
dangerous proje@s of a German court phy~-
ficiar, or other unthinking practitioners.

if
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If the new difcoveries, here communi<
cated without referve, be received with
candor, there may remain fome hope, that
mankind will ultimately receive the benefit
of thofe labors, which have long been
dedicated to their fervice. The modus
gperand; of mineral alteratives {hall be the
fubje@ of a future effay; in which fome
Boerbaavian, and other modern do&rines
will be fully refuted. I may conclude
with Sir William Temple, that ¢ I never
¢ have written any thing without the in«
<t tention of public good. Whether I
<t have fucceeded is not my part to judge.
« Good intentions are at leaft the feed of
¢ good actions ; and it muft be left to the
<« f{pil and the feafons, what may be the
« produce.”—Corifcius fum mibi quantum
mediocritate valui, queque antea [Cierim
queque operis bﬂjﬂj&e gratia potuerim in-
quirere, candide me atque fimpliciter in
notitiam eorum, fi qui jorte cognoféere vo=
luiffent, protulifle.  Atque id viro bono Jatis
efty docuiffe quod feierit,

A TREA-
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ULCERS of the LEGS, &

HE molt common and authorifed

practice, 1in the cure of ulcerated
legs, is to infift on reft, and an borizontal
- pofition; at the fame time purges and
other remedies, according to the circum-sl
ftances of the cafe, are univerfally given.
It is not uncommon for fome patients
to undergo falivation ; by which methods,
and proper drefiings, 'many receive a tem-
porary cure. Lo prevent a relapfe (efpe-
cially in thofe ulcers which have been of
long ftanding) it 1s ufual to produce an ar-
tificial difcharge, by means of an Iflue:
but in general, thofe perfons who are ex-
pofed to any laborious exercife, feldom ex-
perience the cure to continue found : for
the caufes of the complaint not being era+
dicated, by proper medicines and diet,

B from
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from the conftitution, on ufing their for-

mer exercife, the vlcer commonly breaks
out again.

Tuis is well known by hofpital furgeons
as a fact, who often receive the fame patients
annually, Whoever will examine a num-
ber ef thefe cafes relieved in the above me-
thods, which is the common praice of the
hofpitals in general, will be well convin=
¢ed of the truth of what is advanced.
The following quotation from Mr. Sharp
will give a perfect idea of the prefent mode
of prattice in the cure of ulcerated legs.
¢« Bleeding and other evacuations will be
« {erviceable, and above all things, Re/,
«« and a Horizontal Pofition ; which laft
« circumftance is of fo great importance
¢ to the cure of ulcerated legs, that un«
¢ lefs the patient will conform to it firict-
 ly, the {kill of the furgeon will avail
« nothing ; for as the indifpofition of
« thefe fores is in fome meafure owing to
« the gravitation of the humours down=
¢« wards, it will be much more benefi=
¢« cial to lie along, than to fit upright; tho’
s« the leg be laid on a chair, fince, eveln

¢ 1n
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¢¢ in this pn'ﬂurc, they will defcend with

more force than if the body was reclined.

LY

«« Urcers of many years ftanding are
« yery difficult of cure; and in old peo-
« ple the cure is often dangerous, fre-
« quently exciting an Aflbma, a Diarrbea,
¢« or Fever, which deftroys the patient,
<t unlefs the fore breaks out again ; fo that
“¢ it is not altogether advifeable to attemipt
«¢ the cure in fuch cafes, but only the re-
< duttion of them into better order and
¢ lefs compafs, which, if they be not
«¢ malignant, is generally done with Ref,
< and proper care. =The cure of thofe in
¢ young people may be undertaken with
¢ more fafety, but we often find it necef=
¢ fary to raife a falivation to effe@ it, tho’,
¢ when compleated, it does not always
< laft, fo that the profpeé of cure in
¢ {tubborn old ulcers, at-any time of life,
¢¢ 15 but indifferent.”

BLEEDING and other evacuations are
certainly ferviceable in the cure of ulcers
of the jegs in plethoric conftitutions, and
inflammatory cafes; but a variety of cir=
cumitances conftantly occur, which require

B Z a dif-
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a different and oppofite treatment : there.
fore bleeding and cvacuations, if too ge-
~ herally applied, might do mifchief. Ope-
rating {urgeons feldom ftudy, deeply, the
{cience of medicine, and therefore are not
:*:umpetent to aniwer its various purpofes
in practice ; of courfe they fhould be more
cautious in prefcribing than they generally
are, and likewife more circumipe@ in
forming a judgment on the medical im-
provements of others,

MRr. Samuel Sharp was a moft excellent
and humane furgeon; his works on opera-
tions, taken generally, are f{uperior to any
this country has produced; but whoever,
poflefied with true medical fcience, exa=-
mines his pharmaceutic remedies in furgi-
cal cafes with unprejudiced judgment, will -
have little reafon to extol his {fcientific
knowledge in this ufeful branch: the
fame obfervation will be often applicable
to many of the moft fkilful operating
furgeons. If, however, well-educated fur-
geons would apply to the ftudy of medi-
cine, they may, undoubtedly, become very

fkilful phyficians : for the very eflence of
all
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all phyﬁﬂ]ﬂgical reafoning being pﬁBCi—
pally founded in anatomical demonftration,
with which every furgeon fhould be inti-
mately acquainted, 1t follows, .that a {ur-
geon, by early application, and a clofe at-
tention on the fick in hofpitals, may be-
come very expert in medical practice; but
a negle& of thefe advantages renders a fur-
geon’s knowledge very circumf{cribed, ex-
cept in his own particular department.
Hence the branches of medicine mutually
aflift each other; manual operation be-
longs to furgery, rules of diet, and the
direction of internal remedies, arifing from
deep refleCtion on caufes and effects on the
human conftitution, are the immediate
confiderations of practical phyfic. A par-
tial knowledge, however, cannot an{wer
the important objets of medicine in any
branch ; it is an extenflive attainment of
the whole {cience, which alone can qua-
lify a man for practice, and every furgeon
thus accomplifhed 1s in reality a phyfician ;
though he may not have paffed the regular
forms of education.

As to lying in bed during the cure,
{with all refpect due to a pralitioner of
{uch
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Afuch great merit) I muft beg leave to be of
2 contrary opinion, for the reajons before-
mentioned ; i. e. the patient, aftey keep-
ing his bed two or three months, by the
affitance of the common remedies, or fa-
livation,” the ulcers are {uppofed to be cu-
red ; but on ufing exercife, they moft com-
monly return to their former painful fate,
and repder patients fully as miferable as he-
fore the cure was attempted. This is a prin-
cipal objection to the common mode of
pradtice ; but in the methods of cure
which have proved fuccefsful for twenty-
five years, the patients are very rarely lia-
ble to a relapfe ; becaufe they are ordered
to ufe moderate exercife during the cure,
and by internal remedies the caufes of thefe
obftinate complaints are attempted to be

semoved.

MRr. Sharp’s dotrine is equally errone-
Dus.; when he afferted, probably from a
blind obedience to authority, fathion, or
from obfervation.of his own defetive me-
thods of treatment, ¢ that the cure in old
people is fo very difficult, or that it produces
Afibina, Diarrbaa, or Fever ; experience

in
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in a multiplicity of fuch cafes proving di-
rectly the contrary. Such adoétrine might
have been formerly an excellent ftratagem -
to create annuities at the expence of pa-
tients, but had no foundation in truth. ~If
numberlefs fads, drawn from long expe-
rience of patients having been radically
cured of old ulcers, from the age of fifty’
to feventy and upwards, may be admitted
as demonftrations againft a vifionary hypo=
thefis; fo many might be produced, as
would infallibly overthrow the doétrine,.
and convinece the unprejudiced, that it was
founded in abfolute falfehood. If, befide:
the happinefs of old painful ulcers being
radically cured, it can be clearly proved,

the conftitutions of patients have been
confiderably amended, by correcting the
vitiated {tate of the blood, ‘and that neither
diarrbea, fever, or any other difeafes are the,
confequences of the cure; it will require
very little reflection, amongft humane and.
fenfible practitioners in medicine, to deter-
mine, whether old and falfe doctrines thould.
not be abolithed, and new. falts and de-
monltrations, if true, univerfally eftablithed
and purfued.

" | Tue
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TuE reducing ulcers into ¢ betrer order

‘““ and lefs compafs, by means of reft and care,”
can anfwer very little purpofe, unlefs the pa-
tient thould keep his bed during life, which
remedy moft will think worfe than the
difeafe ; however, thefe rules, {o pofitively
laid down by Mr. Samuel Sharp, have
proved an excellent excufe for the inefhi-
cacy of the common pra&ice, and deter-
red many furgeons from attempting the
cure in old people in general, and very fre-
guently in other cafes, where the cure
might have been eafily effected, without
any inconvenience whatever to the patient,
The doctrines of Mr. Sharp, fhould feem
only applicable, where an affoma, diarrbea,
or fewer pre-exifted. Salivation, in thefe
cafes, is very abfurd in general, and even
cruel, were the cafe venereal ; for fuch a
powerful mercurial courfe, will greatly
weaken and relax the moft athletic and
ftrong; in the more tender and delicate con-
ftitutions, the effe&ts might be dangerous ;
but what renders this practice ftill more
difagreeable is, that it does nat in general
prove fuccefsful 5 this Mr. Sharp himfelf
acknow-
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acknowledgeés. I have feen a number
of patients {alivated in thefe cafes, and to

all appearance cured ; yet in a fhort time
after, the fores have broken out again, and
the patients have been under as unhappy
circumftances as before the cure was at-
tempted : befides, the conftitution has been
deftroyed in a great meafure, by this fruit-
lefs and unfuccefsful attempt; which in
fome inftances, no means whatever, after
this fevere courfe, could repair.

The procuring an artificial difcharge by
opening an iffue, notwithftanding it is
almoft univer(ally prefcribed, may be fafe-
ly excluded from pradice ; if the methods
of cure, hereafter recommended, be can-
didly purfued. The trifling difcharge of
an iflue is very inconfiderable; though
many of the profeflion are of opinion,
fomething very effential is obtained by this
means. It is imagined, when an old
ulcer 1is cured, the conftitution has
been fo much ufed to a difcharge. that
unlefs we affiit nature by an iffue,
there will be a tranflation of matter to

G fome
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fome more noble part, as the érain, or the
lungs, &c. it likewile prevents their break
ing out again. Thefe opinions, though very
common and plaufible, are produced from
falfe theory, or arife from the defé@ive
-tnodes of treatment. 1 have never known
a fingle inftance of any accident happening
after the cure of ulcers, in thoufands of
cafes ; the major part of which had been
unfuccefsfully treated at our hofpitals in |
town; but the new methods being oppo-~
{ite to thofe in common ufe, may, in fome
meafure, account for this. Befides, pa-
tients, in general cannot be happy; for fome-
times, the pain occafioned by the iffue, is
equal to the ulcer, when in its worft
{tate ; in which cafe it muft be immaterial
to the patient, whether he has the ulcer or
the iflue to torment him. Nume-
rous obfervations. on the pratice of o-
thers, ptove, that iffues do not anfwer
- the end expected ; for the ulcer has re-
lapfed. If an iffue could be of fervice, I
would advife it to women after the cure,
between the age of thirty-four and fifty,
for reafons fo obvious to practitioners,
they need not be mentioned,  If, however,
a come

-
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or purulent pus, can exift without con-
taminating, in fome degree, the general
habit : hence the application of oint-
ments, dreflings, bandage, or any other ex-
ternal means, which belong to the depart-
ment of {urgery, will not fecurely eradicate
a difeafe ravaging in the conftitution, and of.
which the ulcer is fometimes evidently a
mere {ymptom.

Ir an anatomifl,, diffe@ing a putrid
fubject, thould reccivﬁ?ﬁe {lighteft fcratch,
&g any putridity from the {ubjet he diflects;
the misfortune frequently terminates, by a
pdtrid fever, in death. .

Ir the matter of the puftules from the
fmall-pox be applied to a {mall puncture,
the diforder is received, and produces its
rtgu]ar ftages in the condtitution.

Ir a punQure, even by the blunt part of
aneedle, be received in the finger or thumb,
and the perfon fhould have a virulent go-
norrheea, and indifcreetly prefs the affected
part to examine the ftate of the difcharge,
the confequence has been an inflammation
of the lymphatic veflels of the arm, and a

tumor of the glands of the arm, or axilla.
Mip-
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Mipwives have received the venereal
infeétion by the {ame means.

Fevers of the moft malignant kind in
the Weft-Indies, I have known to be com-.
municated from a fcratch in the finger,
with which the pulfe has been felt.

Ir is proved,, that garlick, oil of
turpentine, and gther things of a peculiar
odor, when rubbed on the feet or hands,
will fenfibly affect the breath, and the fmell

of the urine.

SEVERAL fubtle poifons, from the bites
of animals, and mercury, are conveyed
into the habit by means of the abforbent
fyftem.

ALL thefe, and many other effets,
arife from the abforbing power of the
‘abforbent veflels.

Ir fuch evident effe@s aré produced by
things injurious, and others merely inng-

cent, 1t naturally follows, that :
THE
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the poffibility of an abforption of {ome
part of the ulcerous difcljargf:, into the
conftitution ? It muft, therefore appear,
whatever vitiated change in the con-
ftitution be fufficient to produce an ulcer,
and continue its effeéts for years ; that the
matter of the ulcer, in its turn, may vitiate
the whole habit ; and thus, by a reci-
procity of aflion, from thg ulcer to the
conftitution, and from the vitiated fluids
to the ulcer, the effects may continue,
and this reafoning, perhaps, explains the
caufe of ulcers remaining {o many year-s;

Ir the preceding reafons be not fuf-
ficient to convince mankind, and nothing
but the moft determined obflinacy, or ig-
norance, can deny their rationality ; other
reafons might be adduced, which may add
weight to thofe already advanced.

ULcERs _create pain, and pain produces
uneafy fenfations in the mind ; a perturbated
mind will difturb the natural funions of
the body: hence arife indigeftion, feverith
heats, and a vitiated chyle: from a vitiated
¢hyle, an acrimonious ftate of the blood 3

and
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and from thefe fources, all the functions,
animal, vital, or natural, may, in various
degrees, be changed from a found ftate ; and
if the abforption of any acrimonious, pu=-
rulent, or putrid matter be added ; wha can
be fo blind as not perceive, that the con-
ftitution may materially {uffer, under the
afflition of what may be called a Jocal dif- -
‘eafe, and that remedies adminiftered to
remove the caufe from the conftitution,
mult be the moft rational mode of pro~
ceeding ? But what fhould confirm the
whole reafoning is, that it has been ace
'knowledged, a perfect cure is not expe-
rienced by the common methods: yet
changing the conftitution by diet and re-
medies, has proved, in numerous inftan-
ces, aradical cure; nnt.only of the ulcer,
but h_as rendered the patient’s habit, ever
after, healthful.

Tue cure of ulcers, therefore, cannot
rationally be attempted by any narrow,
confined mode ; but fhould be accommo-
dated to many circumftances of age, {ea-
fon of the year, particular diet and confti-
tution of each individual, a confideration

of
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of the caufes of the difeafe, its effects,
and confequences ; the judicious choice of
medicines, dreffings and ‘bandage ; all
which fhall be explained in the fubfequent
part of this treatife,

Of ULCERS in generals

A SOLUTION of continuity, with
lofs of fubftance, in any part of the body,
difcharging pus, ichor, or fanies, is called
an ulcer.

AN ulcer is either fimple, or complicated.

Tue wlcer, denominated /fimple, origi-

_ nates, in general, from fome external in-
jury; as contufion, abrafion, excifion, or

corrofion,

THE complicated ulcer arifes from fome
difeafe already in the conftitution; as the
marine, or land fcurvy, rickets, the dropfy,
the {crophula, lues venerea, or cancer. A
fimple ulcer, likewife, from internal caufes,
may become complicated. The fimple re-
cent ulcer, therefore, may be termed idio-

pathic; the complicated ulcer fymptomatic,
D On
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On the Caufes of ULCERS,

THE recent fimple ulcer has no very
gemote caufe, as it arifes from {fome {ud-
den accident : but the complicated ulcer
has many different and remote caufes, ac-
cording to its particnlar fpecies. 'The
proximate, or imm:ﬂiatc caufes of ulcers,
are the laceration, excifion, or corrofion of
a greater, or lefs number of minute veflels ;
from the open mouths of which, ferum,
pus, ichor, or fanies are difcharged.

Of the Seat of ULCERS.

ULCERS are commonly feated in the
tela coliulofa ® : An ulcer may, therefore, €x-
tend to many different parts of the body,
and be fuperficial, or remotely feated ; may
pafs through the interftices of many mui=
cles, or not penetrate much deeper than
the cutis. |

* The ulcers of the vifcera may, in fome meafure,
bt e}{f:t‘pte&; but even in thefe cafes, as it has been
ﬁcmr_:rn_ﬂrat&d, the vilcera themfelves are compofed
of the tela cellulofa ; ulcers of thefe parts may exift in
the tela cellulofa. From the communication of the
tela cellulofa, purulent matter has pafled from the
shorax 2nd abdomen to the extremities, }
o Vide Phyfiolog. Halleri, Tom. I.

| Pt o FE S

L
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Prognoflics of UL CERS.

Ary fimple ulcers in their firlt appear-
afice may, eafily, be cured. There would
not be an old ulcer, were the difeafe ma-
haged judicioufly 1 1ts primitive ftate.

To {uffer a recent ulcer to become in=-
veterate, is a difgrace to the medical art :
bat this arifes more from the neglect of a
{kilful internal treatment and regimen,
than any real difficulty in the cure.

ComPLICATED, or old ulcers, are more
tedious in cure ; but thefe are fafely healed
by removing the caufes from the conftitution
which gave them rife: fuch are, generallir,
the fea or land fcurvy, fcrophula, lues ve-
herea, or any other difeafe which contami-
nates the fluids.

On the Cure of ULCER S.

Tue cure of all ulcers depends on ‘a
good digeftion, incarnation, and found ci-
catrifation, |

D 2 THESE
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‘T'nEsE three ftages of cure are, frequently
produced by the operations of naturc,jéinec;
with fimple dreffings, in recent ulcers; but a
tkilful application of various modes of diet
and remedies will alone fucceed in remove
ing the complicated, or old ulcer.

Diet, Remedies and Dreffings neceffary in
the fimple recent UL CE R,

In plethoric conftitutions, bleeding, fa-
line purges, and a moderate abftinence, par-
ticularly from /iquids, are to be prefcribed.

In Jax habits, evacuations, or fzline re«
medies would be improper ; in which in-
{ftances fonics may be ufeful. A dry diet
is abfolutely proper in both cafes ; for as
the increafed effufion of pus, ichor, or fa-
nies, will depend much on the veffels be-
ing diflended by fluids ; fo the diminution
of the contents of the veflels will diminifh
the inflammation, the increafed action of
their coats, and allay irritation. The in-
flammatory ftage of fimple ulcers being
removed, a glutinous pus fucceeds, the
ulcer daily incarns, and at laft is cicatrifed,

or {kinned over.
SIim-
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SIMPLE recent ulcers, whether fuper-
ficial, or deeply feated, even with fome tri-
fling indifpofition in the habit, are, {peed-
ily, cured, by

BLEEDING, in plethoric conftitutions.

SALINE purgatives once or twice in the
week.

- NiTrous drinks.

ProPER dreffings and bﬁndagc.

AN abftinence from liquids in a certain
degree, and by avoiding all f{alt, acrimoni-
ous, or ftimulating diet.

1. B. Sal. Glauber. vel Rupel. 3vj folve
in infus. fenz Ziij. bis in fepti-
mana fumendus.

In robuft habits, or amongft porter, or

ale drinkers, a ftronger purge is neceffary.

2. B. Pulv. jalap. gr. xv vel 2j.
Sal. nitr. puly.
Crem. tart. aa 3{s. m, femel,vel
bis in {eptimana {umendus,

In more delicate habits,
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-In.cnnﬂitutians of a dropfical tendency,
with a very dry diet, may be given,

Pil. ex colocynth, cum aloe ad gr. vj. vel
Elect. e {cammon. ad 3fs.

As gentle laxatives, where no confidera-
ble evacuation is neceflary, oil and manna,
lenitive electuary, lac fulphur, and magne-
fia; or cremor tartar, fal Polychreftus, or
Tartarum f{olubile, and fuch like remedies,

may be recommended, merely, to prevent,
or remove conftipation.

In cachetic habits ; aloetic preparations,
mercurials, or antimonial and mercurial
alteratives, may be given in {mall dofes, at
proper diftances, the pulv. mineralis, or
chalybeates.

In very lax habits, where the circula-

tion is languid, dark and other tonics are
ufeful.

The external Treatment of recent and fimple
| U LICERS.
In thefe ulcers a furrounding inflame
mation is a common {ymptom,
* A compofition of =thiops mineral and fal, nitr.

equal parts, well rubbed together,
For
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For which emollient fomentations and
cataplafms are to be applied.

Unguentum emolliens.
8. ®. OL mucilag, recent. vel ol. oliv.
opt. ib{s.
Sperm. ceti 3ij. vel 3iifs f.
unguentum fecundum artem.

Tuis pintment, which is very ﬁm'plc
and emollient, may be applied to any part
fwelled, or inflamed, twice in the day,
The vegeto-mineral water is likewife ufe-
ful. If, after fome days, a well-digefted
matter thould not iffue, which is a fign
of acrimony in the conftitution; to the
ulcer itfelf may be applied.

9. B. Merc. przcip. rub. bené le-
vigat. 3ij.

Ung. ex alth. vel cerat. alb. %ij.

f. unguentum ; parum cujus

parti affeCte applicandum

ope lintei carpti, femel, vel
bis de die.

From a thin difcharge, a thick gluti-
nous pus fucceeds ; new red granulations
gradually fill up the fpace of the fub-

{tance
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ftance formerly loft, until the furface of

the ulcer is even with the ﬂqu, in which
cale the ceratum epulaticum is proper to

cicatrife the fore, w:th hght cnmprefs

IF the cafﬁ be {betmatt, mtﬂrnaliy, ma}'
be given remedies to correct the bad habit 5
orin time the ulcer may become habltuai

THE caufes, therefprp,- in the conflitu-
tion thould be firft afcertained, why the,
ulcer does not heal: for thefe being,
clearly difcovered,, the cure of ‘aiqy.,r;cemi
ulcer will not be diflicult. 1, The ul-
cer, however, continuing unhealed, is to:
be confidered: complicated. sl Vi

On Exercife in the Cure of UL CERS
oof ithe L E G S. '

T HE conftant pra&me in hufpltals, 1t
has been obferved, is, to oblige patients to
lie in bed, during the cure of ulcerated
legs ; but on uﬁng exermfe, after this
mode_of treatment, the ﬂ{m _frequently

breaks, a dlﬁ:harge iffues, and a relapfe of
B the
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the ulcer is the confequence. Ulcers of the
legs commonly are feated upon, or near the
tibia, frequently a little above the ancle ;
in which fituation moderate exercife has
always been recommended, during the new
methods of cure; at the fame time
internal remedies, and a proper diet, adapted
to each individual, are prefcribed. © Com-
mon f{enfe, and a little reflection, unaffifted
by deep medical fcience,’ muft perceive
the utility: of 'exercife when' the cure' is
performing; for ulcers healing, while exer~
cife is ufed, will be in no danger of relap-
fing : on the contrary, where lying in bed
Has been perfifted in, a' confiderable time,
on fuddenly proceeding to mufcular motion,
the difeafe has frequently returned,

Turre are, however, circumftances in
which reft may, for a certain time, be ne-
ceffary ; in violent {wellipgs and inflam-
mations ; or if the ulcers thould be feated
on the fuperior part of the tendo Achillis,
or on the Guaftrocnemit mufcles. The ab-
breviation and extenfion of thefe mufcles are

very confiderable, and caufe no {mall fric-
tion
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tioh in thecellular fubftancecovering them,
which is the feat of the ulcer : therefore
during the incarnation of ulcers thus fitu=
ated, the exercife thould be very mode-
rate ; but when the ulcer is, nearly, in a
“ftate to cicatrife, 'more exercife may be
prefctibed, to prevent the cicatrix forming
itfelf into a contraction.

UL cers ate, certainly, healed by reft and
the horizontal pofition much fooner, than
where exercife is prefcribed. The elongation
of the minute veflels, and the tender fibrillz,
forming the granulations, which fill up the
fpace occupied before by the ulcer, are lefs
difturbed ¢« but a ceffation of all mufcular
motion, the warmth of the bed, an in-
creafed fenfible, or infenfible perfpiration,
all contribute to render the muicles re-
laxed, and the fibres of the tela cellulofa
flaccid;  from hence the leg frequently
diminithes in fize. The ulcer incarning
during this diminifhed and relaxed ftate of
the limb, is probably the caufe of the re-
lapfe. The mufcles, and other parts, which
had been debilitated by a continuance in
the warm bed, on returning again to their:

E 2 ufual
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.ulual motien, gradually reaflume their
- former tone ;  the circulation of the fluids
-3s increafed ; the lax flaceid parts become
. daily firmer ; the cells of the tela cellulofa
are mpre__.@iﬂendcd, and the limb acq!;ires
_its former dimenfions : but the loft fub-
{ftance conftituting the ulcer having been
repaired during the relaxed and diminithed
{ftate of the limb, the new tender parts
‘cannot fuftain the fhock of an unaccuftom-
-ed friction, preflure and diftenfion. The
itender. fibrillee, by being over-ftretched,
‘béecome lacerated ; the fkin breaks, and
«the caufe of the former ulcer not having
‘been eradicated, the difeafe, gradually, re-
‘turns to its former difagreeablé ftate.

voIn the new mode of treatment, where
‘moderaté exercife is recommended, all
thefe confequences arﬂ"preumted: for,
lhc'l*eg""perfbrming its ufual motions,
and thc wound h-:almg p at the fame
time; the new parts fupplied, become
daily accuftomed®to various friction, prEf-

iurc, or difténfion, and heal up fo firmly;

' that no futﬁrf: :'Jrer-c;fe wﬂl lacerate the fi-
e - e brillz

r
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brillz of the regenerated fleth; nor will
any thing but fome external violence, or
fever, reproduce the ulcer.  In the former
mode of proceeding, there feems a loofer
cohefion of the regenerating ‘particles ; ‘in
the latter, a more compact and firmer amp
traction and coherence,. after the cure is

compleated.

On the U of BANDAGE.

WHILE ulcers are incarning a fimple
roller is the beft bandage : in the winter, it
thould be made of foft thin flannel, and in
the fummer of thin callico, or linen, The
breadth of the roller fhould never exceed an
inch and a half, or two inches, .

Ir there fhould be 2 varix of the veins
in conjunction with the ulcer; the whole
leg thould be rolled up to, or above the
knee, . -

In rolling, fome {xill ie required ; it
muft be accommodated to the fhape of
the limb; fo that the roller ' fhould lay
{mooth, and prefs equally on all the parts
rolled,

In
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IN warices of the veins, the leg, but not
the ulcer, may be moiftened, previous to
rolling, with the vegeto-mineral water ; or
with a weak folution of alum in water, or
wwitriolum album ; efpecially in great debi-
lity or relaxation. |

TweE roller thould be placed fo kilfully, as
never to occafion pain, {welling, or inflam-
mation by its tightnefs, nor become ufelefs,
from the want of a neceflary preflure, -

Oz COMPRESS.

COMPRESSES are likewife ufeful
in the cure of ulcers. In laxity and {pon-
gine(s of the furrounding parts; in the
finuous ulcer: in thofe little exuberances,

called fungufles, or, vulgarly, proud flefh.

Tuese comprefles may be compofed of
foft linen, or lint, repeatedly doubled ;
they may be dipped in the folutions recom-
mended in varices of the veins, and their
fhapes fhould be adapted to their various
intentions.

BaN=-
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Banpaces and comprefles, when judi-
cioufly applied, greatly promote the cure
of ulcerations ; and affift in {upporting
mufcular motion : in fome cedematous, or
dropfical fwellings, however, and in very
corpulent patients, they fhould be cauti~
oufly ufed, or wholly omitted.

Ticut bandage, likewife, is injurious
in all inflammations, and inflammatory
fwellings, and where pain is the confe-
quence, it {fhould never be repeated.

ArTeR ulcers are perfedtly cicatrifed,
the bandage thould, for a confiderable time,
be continued, to prevent external injury,
and a relapfe of the difeafe,

WHERE the veins are varicous, or dila-
ted preternaturally, a laced ftocking fhould
be worn on the limb, for a long con-
tinuance.



On complicated ULCERS.

-~ THE fuccefsful cure of the fimple uI-
cer depends on the healithful ftate of the
patient’s conftitation 5 but when the flu-
1ds are acrimonious, and the {olids in con-
fequence excited to a preternatural aGion ;
an_ulcer will not incarn ; for on the con-
trary, often enlarges its dimenfions, and
becomes, what is called, a complicated ulcer..

A COMPLICATED ulcef, therefore, is
an ulcer joined with fome irritating cauﬂ:
either in the conftitution, or adjacent parts,
which retards its healing,

Caufes of complicated ULCERS.

SOME irritating catifes in the human
habit are fufficiently powerful to produce:
ulcers ; as the anafarcous dropfy ; the fea
or land fcurvy; a putrid tendency of the
fluids ; lues venerea; or cancer, &c.

TuEeRE are, likewife, other caufes ; not

indeed definible, nor very cafy to explain,
except
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except from their effects, which, though
not capable of producing ulcers of them-
felves, yet if any external violence fhould
abrade the fkin, or any accidental wound,
or bruife thould happen, an ulcer difficult
of cure is the confequence. The exami-
nation of ulcers arifing from what may be
termed a bad habit of body, without any
previous vifible difeafe, is worthy of confi,

deration.

Fresn wounds from fharp infiruments
heal immediately by the firft intention, as
it is called, in many ; yet fimilar wounds
in others, fefter, produce pain, inﬂagnma—-ul
tion, tumors, ulcers, nay,hcven a mortifi=
cation,

PARTs of the body lacerated by vio-
lent gun-fhot wounds, with great lofs
of parts, heal kindly in fome: in o-
thers the {lighteft wounds degenerate into
i_fuzurab,l,e ulcers, gangrene, or mortifica=
tion,

I nave feen flight wounds in hot cli-
mates, frequently, produce the locked jaw,
K and
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bific caufe in the conftitation, gves rife
to thofe irritating cffects.

Tuese irritating effects Have various
caufes; as climate, air, diet, exercifes;
8cc. feafons of the year; particilar babit;
the sncreafe or diminution of the fecretions
and  excretions : all which ihuuld_be
confidered, and, d4s much as puﬁfble;
afcertained. Thofe great and important
bbjeéts are treated in phyfiolegy ahd ge-
neral pathology ;* the application of which
muft be left, in general, to the good fenfs
of the medical practitioner.

“Oun the Acrimony of he HUMOURS.

}T muft appear a plain fack, that vari<
ous atrimonious ftates of the fluids may
retard the cure, or be the original caufes
of ulcers: this being eftablithed ; an in-
veftigation and difcovery of thofe caufes
may be the beft means of laying a rational
foundation for the curative intentions of
each particular {pecies of ulcer.

Bna An

* In the Latin edition of my Schola' Medicine Uni-
verfalis Nova, now in the prefs,
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AN acrimony is the impregnation of the
humours of the body with fome certain
irritating particles.

THE caufes and effe@s of acrimony are
various ; as an enumeration of fome of the
moft common will clearly amplify.

AN acid acrimony, chiefly, common to
infants, is produ@ive of the rickets, and
fometimes, even ulcers; curable by anta-
cids, bitters, &c.

AN alcaline acrimony will produce {pon-
gious fpreading ulcers of a putrid tendency;
thefe I have frequently feen in hot cli-
mates ; where moft difeafes terminate in
putridity : in thefe cafes, bark and acids
{ucceed.

Tug muriatic acrimony, from relpiring
in the fea air; from falted food; half pu-
trid water; bad bread, and lying ina confined
place : this produces ulcers about the
gums; the teeth become often carious,
and drop out ; large livid eruptions appear
in differcnt parts of the body, and f{pread-

' ing
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ing ulcers form on the extremities, {ome=-
times with a caries of the bones.

NerTueRr bark nor acids cure thefe dif-
eafes at fea, and yet an infufion of the ex-
trac of malt, not only prevents, but cures
this diforder. Land air, freth diet, {weet
water, plenty of vegetables, and cleanli-
nefs, recover the patients fpeedily, often
in the moft defperate ftages.

A land [curvy may arife from feeding
on too much animal food, particularly
{alted, or from ufing too much falt ; which
is a common caufe of ulcers of the In:gé,
and various eruptions of the inﬂammatbry
kind ; without any of the {ymptoms of
the fea {curvy ; this requires quite a diffe-
rent treatment: for antiphlogiftics, as nitre,
and fometimes mineral alteratives, are ne-

ceffary.

VaRr1ous other acrimonies produce their
effets in particular parts,

As the Rbeumatic in the tela cellulofa of
the mufcles.

THE






ULCERS of the LEGS, &c. 39

patient’s habit 5 argues the utmoft igno-
rance : When they proceed farther, and
terrify the afflicted patients with the ap-
prehenfion of fome dangerous confequences,
from a cure of the ulcer; ir can only
arife from a want of application to the du-
ties of their profeflion ; from fome mean
‘interefted views ; or a vain {fuppofition, that
their contracted knowledge, 1s the height of
medical fcience, and that the arf itfelf ad-
mits of no improvement.

Tue true caufes of moft difeales are to
be inveftigated, by great induftry, and
though we may not immediately arrive at
the fummit of perfe@tion ; yet thofe who
conftantly make attempts to improve the art,
by unwearied obfervation in practice, and
vefleCtion ; will certainly fucceed much bet-
ter than thofe, who receive every thing as
they found it, without examination, and
fatisfy themfelves with the common vul-
gar prejudices.  Perhaps, it can be evidently
proved, that medical education is, in many
inftances, radically defeétive, and if fo, what
muft be the confequences?

Havineg
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It generally happens to thofe, who drink
ftrong malt liquors, as ale, or porter, or
{pirits,and eat much animal food : or, it may
arife by accident, and continue, from the

fudden changes of air in this country, in
conjunéion with the other caufes.

PERLOGENCES Tl Ce

THESE old ulcers are not very diffi-
cult to cure, if patients obferve a ftrict

diet, and continue, a confiderable time, the
ufe of attenuating antiphlogiftics, and mild
metallic preparations, '

Gl aR B

BLEEDING 1is neceflary, and fhould
be occafionally repeated ; efpecially if there
fhould appear an inflammatory buff on the
furface of the craffamentum ; or in ple-
thora.

THE quantity of drinks fhould be 4;-
minifbed, or thofe of a lighter nature
fubftituted, in the place of ftrong malt li-
quors.

From half a grain to a grain of a well-
prepared calomel in a pill, may be given,

G two,
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two, or three times a week, and continued
two months after the care is periected,*

- Nitre from two drachms to an ounce
may be diflolved in a quart of water, of

which a tea-cup full may be taken twice,
or thrice in the day.

The dreflings may be the fame as in the
fimple ulcer,

THis fpecies of ulcer is very common
among the lower clafs of people in ion-
don, and thoufands have been cured, un=
der my own ;nfpe&lqn, by the abovg
means.

Tue fubfequent is the general plan nf
diet conflantly recommended, and given
to thefe patients in writing,

BRE AR A ST

"NOT to exceed half a pint of tea,
or milk.

* ] have always gnrcn to the popr, who attend ag
my houfe on the public days, from half a grain to 2
grain of what I call Aguila alba, which is the nierc.
dulc. desies fub. pp'. This atts as an alterative, and
never difturbs the inteftines,
S ' ToASTER
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ToAsTED Erf:ad, with little or no butter.

No food, whatever, to be ufed b_etwcexi
breakfaft and dinner.

Dol NN LB R

PLAIN meats, roaft, or boiled, but
not falted, and thefe in lefs quantity than
ufual.

SALT to be ufed very {paringly.

VEGETABLES or roots may be eaten in
moderation, if they do not produce flatu-
lency.

DT N RS

To ufe half the ufual quantity of por=
ter, or ale; but a lighter liquor is bet-
ter ; as {mall beer, or ale and {mall

beet mixed. If tea be drank in the
afternoon, the quantity fhould be re-
duced.

R Tl Sl S L Y

As light as pofﬁbl'e, a potatoe, or toafted
bread, &c. or milk and bread.
G 2 ALz,
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Arr liquids to be drank {paringly, vi-
negar, lemon juice, and fuch acids to be

avoided; efpecially while mineral alteratives
are adminiftered. '

Exercise to be ufed gently, fo as never
to excite pain in the ulcer, or fatigue to
the patient,

ALL fpirituous liquors to be ayoided.

IN prefcribing the neceflary diet, it will
be ufeful to enquire what foods the pa-
tient has been accuftomed to, for the
preceeding years; by this means fome
- errors, and perhaps the caufe of the pre-
vailing acrimony will be difcovered. A-
mong the inferior ranks of people, the
caufes may be too great a ufe of falted meats,
Jalt, cheefe, butter; too great a quantity of
tea, [piritous liguors, or ftrong malt Ii-
guors, the being expofed to cold and heats,
the want of pure arr, too much or too lit-

tle exercife, coftivenefs or purgings, increaf<
ed or diminithed perfpiration ; errors, 1n
the fecretion of the chyle, or in its ab-

forption, from morbid mefenteric glands ;
' or
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or from too large, or too {mall flow of
bile to the duodenum. The former
produces purging, the latter conftipa-
tion, and both caufe a degeneracy of the
fluids. The liver fometimes is difeafed,
which cannot be removed, but by pene-
trating mineral alteratives, From thefe
circumftances, and many more too tedi-
ous to mention, it muft appear rational,
that all thefe accidents, errors, or morbid
ftates of the vifcera, and other parts, thould
be, as much as poffible, afcertained, and
counteratted by a judicious choice of diet
and remedies : hence a varicty of curative
intentions become abfolutely neceffary, the
greater part of which muft depend on a pro-
found acquaintance with all the branches
of medicine, and their application to the
differences obfervable in nature.

PEruars, eighty patients out of a

hundred may be cured by the former and
{ubfequent methods ; but in the remaining

twenty, there may exift as great a variety in

the conftitutions as in the number of pati-
ents, and from hence arifes that nice part

of practice, which requires an accurate
dif-
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difcrimination, between one cafe and afig-
ther, between one conftitution and ano«
ther : from a confideration of which, the
¢ontra~indications in the modes of cure
are determined by the natural, or acciden=
tal pecaliarities in each individual. If ig
any part of medicine, an extraordinary un-
derftanding, {kill and experience are requir-
ed, it is in diftinguithing the contra-indica-
tioms, and differences in the human habitg,
It is by the fuperior pofleflion of this know=
ledge, the refult of deep ftudy, extenfive
practice, and clofe obfervation, that one phy-
fician will be more ufeful than many others,
The common beaten track of any pratice,
however authorifed, muft be always in-
adequate to many individual curative in
tentions.

Tue various impediments in the cure
of ulcers already mentioned are to be pre«
vented, removed, or palliated by the fkilf
of the medical pra&titioner ; in which the
mildelt methods thould be firft prefcribed,
then, more powerful ; if tho:e fhould not
fucceed, the moft efficacious remedies
are to be applied.  All thefe fhould

be {o conduéted, as never to excite any
raz:g,b
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sough eff:éfs in the habit, although the moft
pt};ﬂfcrful alteratives thould be exhibited.

TﬁE {kilful management in the dofes of
the mineral preparations, adapted to cach
individual, can never be acquired, but
by an immenfe and reiterated experience
and obfervation; but the phyfician who
begins with very fmall dofes, and gradu-
ally increafes them, will feldom err. It
(hould ever be remembered, that any
medicine, given as an alterative, to produce
a change in the conftitution, cannot an{wer
that intention, if it prove purgative; not
will gprates ever remove the caufes of ha-
bitual difeafes ; therefore they have been
excluded in the prefent practice,*

On the Seafons of the Year in the Cure of
Bl € B RiSe
SPRING and SUMME R.
IN the fpring and fummer, ulcers heal
more Kindly than in any other feafon of the
year, f L A U=

* The prevailing fathion of prefcribing hemlock,
nightfhade, and other deadly poifons as fpecific reme=
dies for the refolution of glandular and other com-
plaints, is highly abfurd, and often fatally injurious,
opium likewife has been lately exhibited in cafes and

conftitutions diametrically oppofite to reafon and ex=
periesice, :
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" AUTUMN 4nd WINTER.

IN the autumn, uleers are more tardy
of cure, and the winter is the moft unfa-

- wourable of all the feafons, for their in-
carnation,

On the [pongious, putrid, and [preading
LB CF R.

THIS ulcer frequently fucceeds the
putrid or low remitting fevers, and is more
common in hot climates, than in the nor-
thern regions: an ulcer of this fpecies
may, likewife, arife from extreme cold,
or heat, by which the parts have become

fphacelated,

Gy T B =8,
THE principal caufes of this ulcer

feem to be, a partial, or generak putrefcent
acrimony, from the blood haying loft, in
fome degree, its cohering particles ; hence
debility in the folids, and a depravation of
many funcions; hence difeafed vifcera,

and a degeneracy of the fluids.
? e SY M P«
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S M FPTO0 MS.

Tug parts furrounding the ulcer are
generally lax ; the ulcer difcharges a feetid
{anies, and its dimenfions daily increafe by
the deftruction of the parts.

PR OGN0 STy N

THE cure will be more or lefs dif-
ficult according to the caufes which gave
rife to the ulcer : if it thould have arifen
from fever; and there fhould be reafons to
conclude the vifcera in an healthful ftate,
Ehe cure, as.in moit other difeales, will
be more eafily effeéted,

On the ft;ﬂ" of “the fpongious, putrid, and
Jprmdiﬂg' U L CER.

1F this uleer fhould appear. after the
puttid, or remitting fever; while recent;

it may be cured by bark and the vitriolic
acid with cordials,

Ir the above methods fhould not {uc=
eeed, there may be fome reafon to fufpect
H the
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the vifcera to be difeafed ; particularly the
liver: for the bark and vitriolic acids ad-
miniftered during the remiffion of the fe-
ver contract the opening of the dudfus
communis. cholidochus in the duodenum, by
which the //ver becomes either inflamed or
indurated, and this 1 have repeatedly feen
from the dificction of morbid bodies, pof
mortem, in hot climates. It becomes there-
fore a neceffiry practice, during the paro-
xyfm of the fever, to give antimonials, as
James's Powder, or {mall dofes of Tart.
¢met, and in the remiflion antifeptics : by
thus alternately applying thofe remedies,
the moft inveterate fpecies of remitting
fevers are fometimes cured. I havé fuc-
cefsfully prefcribed {mall dofes of calomel
with James’s powder, when the bile ducts
“bave been contraéted, and the whole body
tinged with a deep yellow colour, the
confequences of a difealed hver.

- Tue treatment of the recent putrid ul~
cer, thould, in fome meafure, imitate the
foregoing, and the bark fhould be given

freely.

Exterral
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External Applications.

THE ulcer fhould be cleanfed with
tincture of myrrh and bark; and drefied
with the yellow bafilicon, mixed with oleun
terebin:h. on lint. The dreflings {hould be
renewed, at leaft, twice in the day, to pre=
vent the abforption, as much as pofiible,
of the putrid acrimony.

Of the fwtid, but not fpreading ULCER.

FROM the contamination of the flu=
ids by the former fpecies of ulcer, or the
omiflion of antimonials and mercurial al-
teratives in its early ftages, the ulcer re-
mains, does not fpread ; but is deep, and
¢mits a very putrid fmell,

(O - (W . 1 R

THESE ulcers may arife from a dg-
praved ftate of the blood {fucceeding
low remittent fevers, or from any other
caufes, by which the healthful texture of
the blood is, in certain degrees, deftroyed.

H 3 THESE
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TuesE cafes often happen to failors and
foldiers, * and ‘continue in an incurable
ftate, from unfound vifcera. An ill per=
formed digeftion, a depraved chyle, a bad
fecreted bile, or a diffufion of bile through
the hahit, are among{’c the principal caufes
of the ulcer r':r_nammg inveterate,

CURE in wry‘ relaxed HABITS.

Tue cure confifts in reftoring’the blood
to a more balfamic ftate, by remoying the
caufes of acrlmany, and rcﬁﬂrn:rg the vifs
cera to their natura] fan&ions,

Tue application of remedies muft be
drawn from the ftate of the patient’s habit,

Ir the ulcer be accompanied with great
debility, pallor ‘of ‘countenance, a languid
pulfe, and other general fymptoms of re~
l!xatiun; the bark, chalybeates, and other
fonics, will be proper.

* In the war before laft, I had the cate of ‘mahy
fuch patients, at Bellifle, in the year 1761; ard fincg
the late war, many have prefented themfelves, on my

public days, for affiftance, and have been cured.
: 10, Bi
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.yo. B. Paly, cort. Peruv. 51jls.
Colcoth vitrio!. bene pulver. vel
Flor. martial. %[s.
-- Sp:c. aromat. 3ij. Sfyr.imp. q. {.
f. Elect. cujus fumat Q.N.M. ter vel qua-
ter'de dic. '

Or bark, mineral acids, and bitters,
may be prefcribed.

Durinc the ufe of thefe remedies, from
halt a grain to a grain of calomel, with
three o fo ur grains of any aloetic pill, may
be taken every other night, to prevent cof-
tiveneis, and remove obftruétion in the
vifcera.

~Arv faline purges, and remedies of the
antiphlogiftic clafs, fhould be avoided, as
.ﬂ_itz't:, 8ecs

THE diet thould be dry, but nutritious,
and zea ufed very fparingly. left the bracing
powers of the corroborants thould be coun-
teracted, and the intentions of cure de-

feated. #
of
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Of the Foul Fetid ULCER in Habits

not relaxed.

THERE is a {pecies of the fazrid ulcer,
in which the conftitution of the patient is
not much relaxed nor debilitated.

SYMPTOMSE.

THE ulcer is of a greenith, or livid hue,
fuperficial, or deep, but not {pongious ;
nor are the f{urrounding parts of a loofe
texture, but rather inclinable to callofity.
The fmell is, frequently, very feetid, and
the pain exquifite, efpecially fome hours
after receiving aliment. This ulcer may
semain many years; but feldom without
evident marks of a difeafed habit; which is
moft diftinguifthable in the countenance ;
where laﬁgﬁnr, difcoloration, and uneafi-
nefs are ftrongly painted ; yet the patient
purfues his occupation, or duties in life,
without any extraordinary moleftation.

G2 T SFE D,

Turs ulcer receives its origin from va-
rious caufes, which, in general, exilt in 3
par~
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partial, or univerfal depravation of the
blood.

Tue vifcera feem to be particularly af-
fected.

DiczestioN is rarely well performed.

A uearTHFUL chyle is not abforbed by
the lacteals.

THE circulation feems to be impeded at
the part affeted, yet exciting {ufhcient
ftimulus, heat and irritation to preferve
the putrefcent fymptoms, |

IT may be obferved, that the putridit}t'
of the difcharged fluids affets the general
fyftem, in proportion, as the furrounding
parts are loofe in texture, or attended with
callofity,

Ir the furrounding parts fhould be lax,
the abforbing veffels will eafier receive the
femiputrid matter; but callous parts will not
cafily admit the return of the fluid ; there-

' . fore,
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IN patients with robuft fibres, the nitre
thould be prefcribed in full quantities, and
ahways diffolved in water, or it may dif="
agree ; but to weaker patients, in {maller
dofes; in the nervous and debilitated,
nitre thould be omitted or joined, with the
{pt. ammoniac. volat. or camphor, It is
by thefe means an excellent corrector and

penetrating medicine is conveyed into the
habit ; but it fhould be obferved, that

nirre feldom agrees well with the fto-
machs of thole who drink wine, cyder,
or indulge with fpirits. Perhaps the fe-
cretion of the defending mucus of the fto-
mach 1is diminithed, by thofe liquors con-
tracting the excretory veflels of the mucal
glands, or their acid particles may, in fome
meafure, diffolve the mucus : hence the
nervous papille of the flomach may be
more {ufceptible to any faline fpi-cu]q,_.‘
fuch as zitre, and difagreeable fenfations
may be thus produced. Very irritable ner-
vous patients are relaxed by this neutral
{alt. Nitre, therefore, though an excel-
lent remedy to-the laborious, and drink-
ers of malt liquors, whofe ftomachs arg.

12 well
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well defended by a mucus, may be in«
jurious to thofe who ufe cyder, wine,
~or undiluted tpirituous liquors ; or Where
an exquifite nervous fenfibility exifts, By
. long experience, and an unprejudiced at-
tention to fuch circumftances, from refleci«
ing on the probable cayfes, which pro-
duce fuch varicus and oppofite fenfations ;
may frequently be difcovered, why reme-
dics are very efficacious -in . Holand, Ger-
mony, and England, where the people, in
general, are grofs feeders ; yet in France
and Italy, the {ame medicines are not only
- unfalutary, but injurious. The Englith,
Germans, and Dutch, in certain diftri&s,
bear the mercurius corrofvus fublimatus
In {mall dofes, when diluted; yet the
French, Iialians, and Neapolitans rarely
admit its exhibition without fuffering
painful and tormenting {enfations: this
I bave frequently feen in my continen-
tal travels. The inferences from a nums-
ber of {fuch obfervations are evideut,
and of the utmoft utility in practice,
What will cure a difeafe in one country,
or province, may do mifchief in another,

Whogever



ULCERS of the LEGS, &c. 61

Whoever follows with implicit faith the
beft medical precepts of cure, without
minutely confidering a variety of cir=
cumiftances; as feafon of the ycar, place
of refidence, pcculiar conftitutions and
{ymptoms, will be often difappointed.
‘There never was, nor never will be, anv
regular, fixed, and infallible mode of prac-
tice in medicine, that will conflantly
prove {u ccefsful. The art therefore {hould
never be confined; but conform to an
infirity of mental, corporeal irregularities,
and contraricties: for thefe have ever
exifted, will continue, and thould be fe-
rioufly confidered by every ftudious phy=
fician. A great part of practical medicine;
depends on the good fenfe and judicious
application of the praltitioner; but as
the gradations of human intellects are va-
rious, as fome have naturally a quicker
and jufter comprehenfion of men and
things than others; fo mult the fuccefs
of medicine conftantly flu¢tuate; and be
defective, or excellent, according to the
partial knowledge, or extent of leagning
and genius in the prefcriber.

| : O
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are repeatedly regenerated, and the difore
der is often an attendant on old age,

Cods. U 5 B 55

A MURIATIC acrimony feems to
prevail, and the pores in the cuti-
cula being obftructed, either from the
circulating powers being diminithed, or
external cold; the fluid which fhould
pals off by perfpiration lodges itfelf,
and becomes more acrid between the
cutis and caticula ; its fharp acrimony of-
ten deftroying both, renders the external -
furface of the cellular fubftance like 2
fponge, from the openings of which if-
fue the fharp humor, irritating the tender
nervous papille on the cuatis, producing
that violent itching which no application
In fome cafes can allay. The conftant
determination of the acrid faline perfpirable
matter towards the tkin probably caufes the
long continuance of the fymptoms.

PRIOVGN oy o

THE cure of thefe ulcerations are
fometimes extremely difficult, the Come
mon modes of treatment not only fail,

but
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Tug particular indications are; to
determine the humors, as much as pof-
fible, from the fkin, ‘when a profufe acri-
monious humor is difcharged ; by ca-
thartics, dry diet, and cooling diure-
tics.

To inveftigate the caufe, and correét
‘the prevailing acrimony, by cinnabarine,
antimonial, or fuch like preparations, with
or without nitre, '

To junior patients of healthful habits,
efpecially in plethora, bleeding is proper,
and evacuating purgatives of the antiphlo-
giftic clafs three times a week. Antimo-
nial and mercurial alteratives already pre-
fcribed; folution of nitre ; or the pulvis

mineralis.

In {enior patients, purgatives may be im-
proper : therefore, from 3j to Bifs of Cin-
nabar of antimony, or ZEthiops Mineral,
with, or without {mall dofes of nitre twice
in the day, have corrected the acrimony,

K and
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:n the ulcer from an affection of -thc
Pfoas internus mulfcle, or ulcers .in various
parts of the thorax, abdomen,'lmns, back,
fuperior and inferior extremities, &c.

PAROG . NO'§ 7 I C.

Tue profpe@s of cure are dependant
on the fituation of the ulcer and finus;
on the poflibility, or impoffibility of pre-
cifely afcertaining the direction of the fi-
nus; fo that either by dilatatiun,. come=
prefs, counter opening, or a feton, the
caufes may be removed; but finuous ul-
cers of the thorax, abdomen, or Pfoas
mufcle are with difficulty cured, and the
latter is often incurable. Al ulcers fi-
tuated in parts Tubjc& to conftant motion
are not eafily cured.

O T RUES

By dilating the wound in the dire@ion
of the finus, if there’ be no danger of
wounding arteries, or nerves of confe-
quence, ajoneurofes of mufcles, or ten-
dinous expanfions. By counter-openings,
fetons, or a fponge tent, |

By .
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geons recommend the Zzife, cauflics, or
efcharotics 3 but thefe rough methods are
sarely, if ever neceflary. Fumigations of
cinnabar, or /Ethiops mineralis; pene-
trating alteratives already mentioned of
nitre, Athiops, cinnabar, aquita alba, or
folutio Tartari emetict, joined with mere.
corros. fub. in very {mall dofes, diflolved
in decoctions of farfaparella, julep. e cam-
phor. &c. effeCtually remove the caufe of
the callous ulcer; and if long continued,
with abftinence from acids, produce the
moft excellent cures.

THE general dreffings already mentioned

may be applied to thefe ulcers, or a fo-

lution of the merc. corrofivus fub. gr. iv
ad 1lj aque pure, as a fomentation; and
deterger of the ulcer.

On the carious U L Gl R

A N ulcer, accompanied with a corrup-

tian or caries of the bone, is called 2 ca-
rious ulcer,

1k SYM P-
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Urcrrs of the fuperior and inferior ex-
~ tremities, by the various means already de-

{cribed.

Urcers from the anafarcous dropfy are
commonly incurable,

VenereAL Urcers are beft cured by
fumigation of Athiops, and mercurial re-
medies internally or externally.

Urcers from the lprofy, and the le-
profy itfelf has been effectually cured by a
folution of merc. corros. fub. joined with
tart. emet. or by Wara’s white drop and

decoctio lignorum cum nitro.

Tue ApTHzZ, or thrufh, from putrid
caufes by lotions of borax and antefcep=-
tics ; from acidities in children by anta-
cids and gentle laxatives of rhubarb, mag-
nefia, and a dry diet,

THE achores or favi, or a glutinous dif-
charge from the foraminula in the head,
conglutinating the hair; by weak mercu-
rial unguents applied to the vertex, purg-
ing, alteratives of the mineral claft, a dry

diet
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cifions on each fide of the lips of the
ulcer, and promoting granulations with di=
geftives. By preventing the difcharge. of
urine through the aperture, and the in=-
ternal ftricture by the ufe of medicated

bougics; by the hair-lip operation.

A fiftula urinaria poft partum in fe-
males is to be cured in a fimilar man-

1ct.

TIME neceflary in curing ULCERS.
Tur cure depending on changing the
conftitution ; in fome patients, it 1s ne=
ceflary to perfevere in the modes of cure
many months.

RULES # be obferved after the CURE
of ULCERS.

I. Txe medicines adminiftered during

the cure fhould be continued for two

months after the cicatrifing any habitual
ulcer. |

1. Theformer accuftomed diet thould
be gradually introduced. 1

Iil. Cooring laxatives to the florid and
plethoric, and bitter ftomachic eccopro-
tics
























