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to exert his abilities to promote its honour and dignity, to Cmies TT

elevate its status, and extend its influence and usefulness. He
should, therefore, strictly observe such laws as are instituted for
the guidance of its members, and avoid all disparaging remarks
relative to the faculty as a body, or its members individually ;
and should seek by diligent research and careful study to
enrich the science and advance the art of medicine.

2. There is no profession, from the members of which greater
purity of character, and a higher standard of moral excellence,
are required, than the medical ; and to attain such eminence is
a duty which every practitioner owes alike to his profession, and
to his patients. If is due to the latter, in so far, that, without
it, he cannot command their confidence and respect: and to
both, since no scientific attainments can compensate for the
want of sound principles of morality. It is also incumbent upon
the faculty to be temperate in all things—for the practice of
physie requires the unremitting exercise of an unclouded and
vigorous understanding; and on emergencies (for which no
professional man should be unprepared), a steady hand, a quick
eye, and a clear head, may be essential for saving the life of a
fellow-creature.

3. It is degrading to the true science of medicine to practise
homceopathy, or professedly or exclusively, hydropathy or mes-
merism ; and alike derogatory to the profession to solicit
practice by advertisement, circular, card, or placard; also, to
offer, by public announcement, gratuitous advice to the poor, or
to promise radical cures ; to publish cases and operations in the
daily press, or knowingly, to suffer such publications to be
Flade; to advertise medical works in non-medical papers ; to
nvi te‘ laymen to be present at operations ; to boast of cures and
remedies ; to adduce testimonials of skill and suceess; or to do
any like acts. Such are the ordinary practices of charlatans,
and are incompatible with the honour and dignity of the
profession.

4. _E+qua11y derogatory to professional character is it for a
pmc!::tmr}er to hold a patent for any proprietary medicine or
.surgmal nstrument ; or to dispense a secret mostrum, whether
it be the composition, or exclusive property of himself, or of
others: for, if such nostrum be really efficacious, any conceal-
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‘liberation ; and the treatment having been determined by the
consultation of himself and colleague, the Consultant last called
in (if there be more than one in attendance,) should write the
preseription for the medicines decided on—with the name of
the patient and the date,—and append his initials thereto, and
be followed by those of his colleagues in the order in which they
attended. He (the consultant) should likewise be the one to
communicate to the patient, or his friends, the directions agreed
upon, together with any opinion it may have been decided to
express: but no statement should he made, or discussion relative
thereto take place before the patient or his friends, except in
the presence, and with the consent of all the faculty in
attendance; and no opindons or prognostications, other than
those mutually assented to after deliberation, should be expressed.

4. Tn consultations, and in cases where the ordinary family
attendant visits the patient more frequently than the Consultant,
it will be his duty to see the measures agreed upon faithfully
carried out—not to add to, diminish, or alter, in any way, the
practice mutually assented to—execept in an emergency, or un-
expected change in the case; and in such lafter event, any
variation of the treatment should, with the reasons for if, ba
fully explained at the next consultation. The same privilega
and duty devolve on the Consultant, when sent for in the
absence of the regular attendant.

5. When two, or more, practitioners attend in consultation
and the hour of meeting has been fixed, punctuality should be
strictly observed ; and this, in most instances, is practicable—
for society is, in general, so far considerate as to allow the plea
of a professional engagement to take precedence of all others.
An unlooked for accident, or other urgent case, may, however,
intervene, and delay one of the parties ; in that case, the first to
arrive should wait a reasonable time for his associate—after
which, the consultation should be considered as deferred until
a mew appointment can be made. If the attending practitioner
be the family doctor, he will of course see the patient and pre-
seribe; but if it be the Consultant, he should retire, except in
a case of urgent necessity, or when he has been summoned from
:lliﬂng +distance—unde_1' wl}ich q?ir'c:um?.ta.ncels,. he may examine

patient, and express hLis opinion n writing (if necessary)

Cmar. IL
Sect. 4.
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s a e +.| 5 1',
ment of the case. In a case, however, which gives rise to %20 U

unusual fatigue, anxiety, and responsibility, *tis right that the
. accoucheur in attendance should receive the entire fee. Note.
—1In either event, when the officiating accoucheur is a stranger,
or a non-acquaintance of the family doctor, the full fee should
be tendered to him.

13. When a practitioner has officiated for, or been called in
consultation by another, and the ordinary medical attendant has
resumed exclusive attendance upon the case, the former should
not, under any pretext, make friendly calls upon the patient,
unless justified by previous personal intimacy : such visits, even
in the latter case, would be better omitted for a time.

14. A practitioner, when on a professional visit in the country,
may be requested to see a neighbouring patient who is under
the care of another. Should this arise from any sudden change
of symptoms, or other pressing emergency, he will be justified
in giving advice adapted to the circumstances, (the nature of
which, he should, in person or by note, at once communicate to
the attending practitioner,) but should not interfere further than
is absolutely necessary with the general plan of treatment, nor
assume any future direction of the case, except in consultation
with the family adviser, or by special desire of the friends—in
which latter event, he should act in accordance with the prin-
ciple expressed in Rule 9.

15. In cases of sudden illness, or of accidents and injuries, it
frequently happens, owing to the alarm and anxiety of friends,
that several practitioners are simultaneously sent for. Under
these circumstances, cowrtesy should assign the patient to the
first who arrives, and he should select from those in attendance
any additional assistance that may be necessary. In all such
cases, however, the officiating ‘practitioner should request that
tl%e family doctor (if there be one,) be summoned ; and, unless
his further attendance be desired, should at once resign the case
to the latter on his arrival.

16. In a case of sudden or accidental death, in which the de-
ceased person was incidentally attended by a practitioner othep
than the usual ‘fami]y doctor >—the latter, in the event of 8,
Post mortem examination being deemed necessary, should be
specially invited to be present: a contrary course would be
highly discourteous and censurable,
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respective disputants—with such affirming or rebutting testi-
mony as way be essential to elucidate the facts of the case; and
after giving careful consideration to the evidence adduce_{l,.tlm
. members of the ¢ Court’ should proceed to deliver their opinions
in succession, from the junior to the senior, in order that the
former may not be unduly influenced by the utterances of the
latter.

As a rule, however, no arbitration should be undertaken until
the accusant has, either in person or by note, communicated with
the accused on the subject of complaint, and failed to obtain an
explanation or redress.

[It may here be well to repeat that experience and observa-
tion leave little doubt, that, in numerous instances, professional
differences arise from some misrepresentation or suppression of
the truth (a fruitful source of the unhappy differences, heart-
burnings, and jealousies, which too frequently disgrace our
profession !) by patients, or their friends, rather than direct un-
ethical conduct on the part of the practitioners. Be that as
it may, it is equally the duty of everyone who thinks himself
agorieved to dispassionately consider whether he really is so—
for, unhappily, some men are so morbidly sensitive, suspicious
and jealous, that e’en were they to be associated with (so to speak)
mundane angels, they would faney their ground invaded, and
their rights and self ignored.—A medical man should ever be
slow to admit that a brother practitioner has knowingly and in-
tentionally wronged him ; a little reflection and reasonableness
would often suggest an explanation of conduct that, at first, may
seem offensive or selfish, Assuming, however, that he is really
injured,—that a neighbouring practitioner has acted unethically,
and, mayhap, repeatedly so! What, in such case, is to be done ?
His duty is certainly, as yet, not to publish to the world his
personal quarrel — for professional quarrels are discreditable,
and not to be lightly proclaimed. Moreover, when a man is
clearly in the right, he can afford to exhaust all gentle means
of remonstrance and redress: and, in strict accordance with both
scriptural and professional ethies, he should, either in person, or
by courteous note, ‘go and tell his brother his fault* privately.
Should that fail, and the aggrieved party be ultimately obliged
to refer the matter to the arbitration of a mutual professional

Chap. II.
Sect. 6.
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