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58 OUTLINES OF PHYSIOLOGY.

chemical affinities in the living body ;—varying in different
parts of the body, and causing these to be differently affect-
ed by, and produce different effects on, the blood that per-
vades them ;—influencing likewise, no doubt, the chemical
nature and relations of the blood itself. To this property,
the best name that has been given is Virar Arriniry,
Its existence will always be an ultimate fact in Physiology ;
but the limits of its agency, and the laws according to which
it modifies the chemical relations of the substances subjected
to it, may be ascertained ; and their development will pro-
bably constitute the next great discovery in this Science.

Dr Prour has lately laid down the following principles,
as to the formation of organic compounds in living bodies,
which, if duly established by observation, will be so many
steps in this inquiry.

1. That all organic compounds are formed by the same
affinities, which exist among their elements when existing
in inorganic forms, but that, in the vital processes by which
1:]:1«3:5!r are formed, some of the ultimate Parﬁclgs of bodies
are excluded, and others brought into contact, according to
the object to be attained, so as to give a different effect to
these affinities, from those which they can produce in other
circumstances. .

2. That it appears to be essential to the formation of
organic compounds, that the elements composing them
should not unite so as to form crystalline substances, and
that probably no crystallizable body is capable of constitu-
ting a portion of a living organized being ; such products,
when they do occur, being either the result of excretion, or
of disease, or of some artificial process.

3. That the small quantities of earthy and saline sub-
stances existing in all organized bodies are probably essen-
tial to their organization, and that by their union with the
other elements of the organic compounds, these last may
probably be effectually deprived of the power of crystal-
lization, or merorganized.

4. That all organized beings appear to be essentially
constituted by compounds which may be referred to three
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