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74 PUSTULZE :

multaneously* ; but, in general, in such cases, the
progress of the Smallpox is arrested until the
Measles run their course, and then it goes on in
the usual way.

““ Confluent Smallpox is apt to leave behind it
very distressing consequences when it does not prove
fatal : blindness; a predisposition to inflammatory
affections ; obstructions of the glands; and pul-
monary consumption, are not unfrequently the
result of its attack. Dr. Tauchou has been led,
by the result of many dissections, to attribute the
fatal cases of Variola to inflammation of the arteries,
extending from those on the surface to the large
arterial trunks and the heart.

¢ The treatment of Variola is modified by the va-
riety of the disease. The first object is to moderate
the eruptive fever, so as to diminish the number of
the pustules: but this is to be done with as little
expense of strength as possible. Free exposure to
cool air; mild purging ; and, if the fever run high,
the cold effusion, are the most efficient means to
keep down, if not cut short the fever. In India,
the cold bath has been employed by the natives
during the eruptive fever, from time immemorial,
with the best effects. Whether the bath be used,
or the patient be merely exposed to cold air, it must

* M. Delagarde has lately recorded a case of this kind in the 15th
volume of the Mcclim-ﬂhimrgicai Transactions. Vogel mentions a case

in which Smallpox attacked the right side of the body and Measles the

leﬁ side, at the same time, the boundary of each disease being perpen-
dicular, drawn through the middle of the body. T.
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always be kept in mind that the patient should suffer
no sensation of cold. His complaining of cold should
be sufficient to terminate the use of' that remedy ;
indeed, in every instance, caution is requisite. If
the stomach is loaded, it ought to be relieved by
an emetic; after which, saline draughts given in a
state of effervescence, with Nitre, or the Tartarized
Soda, will be found very serviceable. A moderate
catharsis is necessary in the eruptive fever of Small-
pox; but much purging is injurious. Sydenham
recommended the free use of the lancet; but there
are few cases that require or can warrant blood-
letting in the eruptive fever of Variola : and if it be
not admissible in the commencement of the disease,
it is much less so in the termination. ILocal blood-
letting, however, either by leeches or cupping, is
useful, when the head is severely affected.

¢¢ Nothing is more useful in the eruptive fever than
the use of the tepid bath, under 96.° It diminishes
the febrile irritation ; in general subdues the con-
vulsions which precede the appearance of the erup-
tion, particularly if the bowels have been previously
cleared. The use of opiates is at least doubtful in
the eruptive fever, unless there is reason to expect
the confluent form of the disease : the pain is more
effectually subdued, and the heat of surface di-
minished, by the use of the warm bath ; and this is
equally useful, after the maturation of the pustules,
for removing the crusts, and lessening the risk of
pitting.

“ In the milder form of the disease, the patient

T 28

















































































































































































334 VESICULZZE :

others dry, and exfoliate ; the whole disease termi-
nating about the fifteenth day.

All the forms of Herpes appear to be more se-
vere in warm climates than in our northern lati-
tudes; and the inhabitants of the former are liable
to a variety of herpetic ringworm, which is almost
unknown here. This variety differs materially
from the preceding in its course, and is of much
greater duration, for it does not heal with the
disappearance of the first vesicles, but its area
continually dilates by the extension of the vesicu-
lar margin. The vesicles terminate in ulcerations,
which are often of a considerable depth; and
while these undergo the healing process, a new
circle of vesicles rises beyond them, which passes
through a similar course, and is succeeded by ano-
ther circle exterior to itself': and thus the disease
proceeds, often to a great extent, the internal parts
of the ring healing, as the ulcerous and vesicular
circumference expands. *

Sercies 4. Herees labialis, Herpris or THE Lips.
A vesicular eruption upon the edge of the upper
and under lip, and at the angle of the mouth,
sometimes forming a semicircle, or even com-
pleting a circle round the mouth, by the successive
rising of the vesicles, is very common, and has

* Celsus appears to have described this form of Herpes as his se-
cond species of Ignis sacer. “Alterum autem est in summea cutis
exulceratione, sed sine altitudine, latum, sublividum, inequaliter ta-
men : mediumque sanescit, extremis procedentibus; ac smepe id, quod
jam sonum videbatur, iterum exulceratur, &ec. loc. cit. § 4.
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been - described by the oldest writers. At first the
vesieles contain a transparent lymph, which in the
course of twenty-four hours becomes turbid, and
of a yellowish white colour, and ultimately assumes
a puriform appearance. The lips become red,
hard, and tumid, as well as sore, stiff, and painful,
with a sensation of great heat and smarting, which
continues troublesome for three or four days, until
the fluid is discharged, and thick, dark scabs are
formed over the excoriated parts. The swelling
then subsides, and, in four or five days more, the
crusts begin to fall off; the whole duration being,
as in the other herpetic affections, about ten or
twelve days.

The labial Herpes occasionally appears as an
idiopathic affection, originating from cold, fatigue,
&ec., and is then preceded for about three days by
the usual febrile symptoms, shiverings, head-ach,
pains in the limbs and the stomach, with nausea,
lassitude, and languor. Under these circumstances,
a sort of herpetic sore-throat is sometimes con-
nected with it; a similar eruption of inflamed vesi-
cles taking place over the tonsils and uvula, and
producing considerable pain and difficulty of deglu-
tition. The internal vesicles, being kept in a state
of moisture, form slight ulcerations when they
break ; but these heal about the eighth and ninth
days, while the scabs are drying upon the external
eruption.

The Herpes labialis, however, occurs most fre-
quently in the course of diseases of the viscera, of







































348 VESICUL A :

toms ; and its total duration, in consequence of a
daily rising of fresh vesicles, is altogether uncertain ;
but frequently from seven to ten days, and some-
times much longer. Indeed, under the former
treatment, when the sick lay ¢ drowning in sweats,”
(as Sir Richard Blackmore says of one of his pa-
tients), it was not uncommon for these ¢ crops™
of vesicles to be repeated a second, third, or even
tourth time, and the whole disease to be protracted
to nearly fifty days.*

It is scarcely necessary now to enter into any
detail of proofs, that the miliary eruption is the re-
sult of a highly heated and perspiring state of the
skin; and that, in its severe and fatal degree, it is
solely the effect of a stimulating regimen, in a con-
fined atmosphere. The almost total annihilation
of the disease, of late years, since the general
adoption of a better practice, is of itself’ unequi-
vocal evidence of its origin: while, on the other
hand, the rarity of its occurrence, both before the
abuse of hypothetical speculation had misled phy-
sicians from the path of observation, and in the
practice of those who subsequently returned to that
path, is an additional corroboration of the same
truth. Hippocrates, whose mode of treatment in
febrile diseases was not calculated to produce ex-
citement, has once or twice but casually mentioned
the miliary eruption.f And again, at the latter

* Blackmore, loc. cit, — Brocklesby, in the Med. Obs. and Inquir,
vol. iv. p. 50.
t See especially the second book of Epidemics, sect. iii. where he
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part of the seventeenth century, when, in the prac-
tice of the majority of physicians, the miliary fever
was a frequent and fatal occurrence, Sydenham
witnessed no such fever; but mentions the oceca-
sional appearance only of miliary vesicles, which
he ascribes to their proper cause.* More than
half a century elapsed, however, before the doc-
trine of Sydenham was established by De Haen,
in Germany, and by Mr. White, of Manchester,
Dr. Cullen, and others, in this country.}

As a symptomatic eruption, the Miliaria fre-
quently appears during dentition, in blotches about
the face and neck.

states that, in a hot and dry summer, fevers were in some instances ter-
minated by a critical sweat, and about the seventh, eighth, and ninth
day, miliary elevations (rpnyicuare keyxpwdea) appeared on the skin,
and continued till the crisis. See also the book of Prognostics, where
he speaks of miliary sweats (iSpwres keyxpoeibees).

* Sir Richard Blackmore states, that miliary fever was “ the most
frequent in this country, of all the malignant kind ;” and that, when the
eruption was copious, it was “ often fatal and always dangerous.” (Loc.
cit.) His contemporary, Sydenham, said of the miliary eruptions, “ Licet
sufl sponte nonnunquam ingruant, seepius tamen lecti calore et cardiacis
extorquentur.” See his Sched. de Nov. Febris Ingressu.

+ See De Haen, Theses sistent. Febrium Divis. § 4; and again in his
Rat. Medend. vol. ii. p. 8 ;— White, on the Management of pregnant
and lying-in Women, chap. ii.; — Cullen, First Lines, par. 725, and No-
sol. Method. It appears, however, that, in the middle of the last cen-
tury, the better educated members of the profession had already adopted
the right opinions upon the subject. For a weak anonymous writer,
of the Blackmore school, in 1751, in reprehending what he calls the
« stupidity” and « unpardonable ignorance” of his brethren respecting
the disease, ascribes it to * the prevailing opinion of some physicians
that this fever is a creature of our own making,” which, he believes, h‘ﬂd
« pun through the whole College, and from thence 1l:1.':e dangerous 1n-
fection been conveyed to the apothecaries,” &c. See the Essay by a
Subject of Mithridates, Pref. p. iv.
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Order V11,

BB Re@ U A
TUBERCLES.

SYN. Des Knotes (German) : Bouton, Inflamma-
tion Tuberculeuses (7).

Def. SMALL, HARD, SUPERFICIAL TUMOURS, CIR-
CUMSCRIBED AND PERMANENT, OR SUPPURATING
PARTIALLY.

The Order of Tubercles comprehends nine ge-
nera: but as some of them require only surgical
treatment, some are of rare occurrence, and some
are unknown in this country, they will not require
a very ample discussion in this place. The follow-
ing are the Genera of Tubercles :

1. Payma, 6. Sycosis.

2. VERRUCA. 7. Lupus.

3. MoLLuscum. 8. ELEPHANTIASIS,
4. ViIrtiLiGo. 9. FraMBOESIA.

5. ACNE.
—*—-—p

Genus I. PHYMA.

Syn. Die Erbsenblattern; Eiter-blasem (Gernm.):
Charbon (F.).

Def. IMPERFECTLY SUPPURATING CUTANEOUS OR
SUBCUTANEOUS TUMOURS : FORMING AN ABSCESS
THICKENED AND INDURATED AT THE EDGE, OFTEN
WITH A CORE IN THE CENTRE,
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Under the genus Puyma*, Dr. Willan intended
to comprise the Terminthus, the Epinyctis, the
lesser species of boil (Furunculus), and the car.
buncle of authors. These tubercular affections
are commonly treated of in chirurgical works, and
I have nothing to add to the general information
on the subject.

Genvus II. VERRUCA.

-

Syn. Phymosis verrucosa ( Young): Porri (Auct.) :
die Warze (Germ.): Verrue (I.): Shullul (4rab.):
Warts. | :

Def. A FIRM, HARD, ARID EXTUBERANCE OF THE
SKIN, CHIEFLY ON THE HANDS.

The same considerations induce me to omit de-
tails relative to the varieties of VErRruca, which
is here understood in its ordinary sense, denoting
the cuticular excrescences called warts.

The most common variety of wart 1s that which
is hard, has a broad base, and is covered with the
cuticle. They in general disappear before the age

* According to Paulus, the term guua was employed to signify in
general a suppurating -tumour, but in particular a suppurating :cmnuur
in a glandular part. (De Re Med. lib. iv. cap. 22. ‘Sﬁia:a also Oribas. Jﬁlﬂ
Morb. Cur. lib, iii. ¢. 54.; and Actuar. Meth. Med. lib. ii. cap. 12.) Hip-

pocrates uses the term in the general sense (aph. 20. § iii. “"“I aph. 82,
§ iv.), and speaks also of scrofulous phymata, ¢uuara xoipwdea, In Bpeeiich
lib. ii. §ii. 77. Fois. See also Celsus, lib.v. cap. 18









382 TUBERCULA :

swollen, and discoloured, as if proceeding to sup-
purate. The eruption was still increasing much,
and not only disfigured her greatly, but had recently
impaired her general health, and occasioned a con-
siderable loss of flesh, by the irritation which it
produced.

She ascribed the origin of this disease to contact
with the face of' a child, whom she nursed, on which
a large tubercle of the same sort existed ; and on a
subsequent visit she informed me, that two other
children of the same family were disfigured by
similar tubercles ; and besides, that the parents
believed that the first child had received the erup-
tion from a servant, on whose face it was observed.
Since my attention was drawn to this species of
tubercle, I have seen it in another Instance, in an
infant brought to me with Porrigo larvalis ; and, on
investigation, it was found that she had apparently
received it from an older child, who was in the
habit of nursing it. In this case the milky fluid
issued from the tubercles, and may be presumed to
be the medium of the contagion.

Of the best mode of managing this singular Mol-
luscum I have not had sufficient experience to
speak. Nothing remedial was administered to the
children ; but, in the adult patient, I had the satis-
faction to find, that, after the liquor arsenicalis had
been taken in small doses for a month, the tubercles.
were universally diminished both in number and
magnitude, most of them having gradually subsided:
a few, especially on the neck, had suppurated.
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Genus IV. VITILIGO.

Syn. Epichrosis leucasmus (Good).

Def. WHITE, SHINING, SMOOTH TUBERCLES ARIS-
ING IN THE SKIN, ABOUT THE EARS, NECK, AND FACE ;
TERMINATING WITHOUT SUPPURATION.

Dr. Willan adopted this generic term from Cel-
sus, but proposed to appropriate it to a disease
somewhat different from those to which that classi-
cal writer applied it, and which is not of frequent
occurrence. There is, indeed, a substantial reason
for not adopting the term in the acceptation in
which it is used by Celsus; namely, that he has
comprehended- under it three forms of disease, two
of which are generically distinct from the third.
The two former, alphos and melas, are superficial,
scaly diseases, . ¢. only slighter varieties of Lepra
and Psoriasis; whereas the last, Leuce, deeply
affects the skin and subjacent structure, occasion-
ing a loss of sensibility, and ultimately of vitality, in
those parts.®

The disease which is here intended to be desig-
nated by the term Virrrico, (Plate LX. Fig. 2. of
Bateman; PL21. of Tur ATLAs,) is, as I have
already stated, somewhat rare, and perhaps but little

* See Lepra alphoides, above, p. 30. After having described the cha-
racteristics of the three forms of Vitiligo, Celsus thus points out the
circumstances which mark the greater severity of the last: * Alphos et
Melas in quibusdam variis temporibus et oriuntur et desinunt :,LE.MF
quem occupavit, non facile dimittit. Priora curationem non fllfﬁﬂl“l*-
mam recipiunt ; ultimum vix unguam sanescit ; ac siquid el vitio d‘_“'“i"
tum est, tamen non ex toto sanus color redditur.”  De Medicind, lib. v.
cap. 28.





































































406 TUBERCULA :

of THE ATLasS,)is seated chiefly about the margin of
the hairyscalp, in the occiput, or round the forehead
and temples, and near the external ear, which is also
liable to be included in the eruption. The tubercles
rise in clusters, which affect the circular form ; they
are softer and more acuminated than those on the
chin; and they all pass into suppuration in the course
of eight or ten days, becoming confluent, and pro-
ducing an elevated, unequal, ulcerated surface,
which often appears granulated, so as to afford some
resemblance to the internal pulp of a fig. The ul-
ceration, as Celsus states, is generally humid ; for
there is a considerable discharge of a thin ichorous
fluid, which emits an unpleasant rancid odour.
The Sycosis, under its first-mentioned form, may
be distinguished from Acne indurata by its seat
being ex-;':lusively on the bearded part of the face,
— by the softer, more numerous, and clustered
tubercles,— and by the ulceration which they tend
to produce. And, under its second form, in which
it is somewhat assimilated to the eruption of favous
pustules, or Porrigo favosa, affecting the face and
the borders of the capillitium, it may be discrimi-
nated by the tuberculated and elevated base of the
suppurating tumours ; not to mention the adult
age of the patient, zmd the absence of contagion,
The cure of Sycosis is generally much more
easily accomplished than that of Porrigo favosa;
but the method of treatment required for it is not
very different. When the tubercles are numerous,
inflamed, and confluent, and, especially when the

bt
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suppuration is either beginning or considerably
advanced, the most speedy benefit is derived from
the application of poultices at night, of linseed
powder, bread and milk, or other simple ingre-
dients.* In the less severe forms, warm ablutiohis
or fomentations may be substituted. ¢ The tu-
bercles should be punctured, and the hairs ex-
tracted.” When the inflammatory symptoms are
reduced, and in cases where they are from the first
moderate, the healing process is much promoted,.
and the discharge moderated and restrained, by
the application of the Unguentum Hydrargyri Ni-
tratis, diluted with three or four parts of simple
ointment, or by the Ung. Hydrargyri pracipitati
united with an equal portion of the Zinc ointment,
or the cerate of Acetate of Lead. At the sime
time it is useful to prescribe Antimonials, with al=
terative doses of Mercury, followed by Cinchona,
or Serpentaria, and the fixed alkalies, especially
where there appears to be any affection of the
digestive organs, which, not unfrequently, concurs:
with this eruption.

Books which may be consulted on Syeosis:

Bierr, Dictionnaire de Médecine, arf. Mentagra.

Prusze (Sas.) A Practical Treatise of the Diseases of the Skin, 8voi.
1827,

Raver, Traité des Maladies de la Peau, 8vo. 1826.

* Super utrumque oportet imponere elateriui, aut lini' semén’ contri-
tum et aqua coactum, aut ficum n aqua’ decoctam,~Celsus: T
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