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THE following oblervations were
read at different times before the
Medical Society of London. It s
“ufiral with this Society to read 2l
papers twice, before they refer them
#o their Council. ‘Oneof thofe which
are here inferted, after being twice
tead; was ordered by the Council te
be printed.  The Author, however,
zecolleting that two papers written
by him, one on the Diffipation of
the Cataraét, and anether on the
Treatment of the Gutta Serena, had
been previoufly voted for. publica-
tion, and that thefe would occupy a
confiderable part of the Society’s next

9 volume;



vi PR-BIE A gig
volume ; on this account declined
the honour intended him ; and, at
the ‘fame time, he Withdrew the
fucceeding papers, which had been
read before the Society only once,
with an intention to print them in
-the form in which they now appear.
They relate to fubjects of confidera-
ble  importance, and he hopes they
will be found not altogether ufe-
lefs..- - 'The laft paper, on the In-
troduction of the Catheter, is a re-
-publication. - It appeared in  the
fecond volume of the Society’s Me-
moirs, annexed to a cafe of Suppref-
fion of Urine, which was occafioned
by an_ enlargement of the Proftate
Gland. '

New B ridge Street,
February 7th, 1792,
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or Watery Eye. 3

!

is to be ftrengthened by mild aftringent
applications, fuch as cold water, either alone,
or mixed with fmall proportions of white
vitriol or verjuice.

But that {pecies of the Epiphora which I
now propofe particularly to confider, 1s pro-
duced by an obftruction to the free paffage
of the tears from the eye into the nofe. This
obftru®ion may take place either in the
du@s leading from the punéta lachrymalia
into the lachrymal fac, or in the fac itfelf.
When the du&s are obftructed, a cafe
which rarely occurs, the tears fall over the
cheek, and the fac is conftantly empty.
Preflure on the fac, therefore, can produce
no regurgitation either of tears or mucus
into the eye. 'The method of cure is here
evident. A {mall probe of a fuitable fize
muft be introduced through the punca of
the obftruced ducs into the fac; and this
operation muft be daily repeated until the
obftrution be removed. But the part in
which the obftruction moft commonly lies is
in the fac itfelf; and in this cafe the tears,
mixed fometimes with mucus, flow back
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or Watery Eye. 9

the fame fluid. The fpecific gravity of the
quickfilver, when the fac was diftended with
_it, he believed, would have more power, than
water propelled through a fyringe, to remove
the lachrymal obftru&tion. Ina paper read
hefore the fellows of the Royal Society, 1n
the year above mentioned} Mr. Blizard in-
formed them, that he had employed this
method in a cafe which had continued feven
months, and by means of it had accomplifhed
2 perfe@ cure of the diforder; the quick-
filver, on the third and on the fourth time
that the operation was repeated, pafiing freely
through the du¢t into the nofe. I have pur-
fued Mr. Blizard’s procefs feveral times, in
cafes which appeared to me te be fimilar to
this above mentioned, and I have flattered
myfelf, in one or two inftances, that it was
attended with good effe(ts. But it is equally
“true, that in the greater number in which I -
ufed it the experiment failed. And it ought
to be remembered, that in the cafe related
E}* Mr. Blizaﬁi, as well as in thofe in which
I ufed the quickfilver myfelf, the inje@ion
of water in Anel’s method had not been

tricd,






or ‘Watery Eye. 184

to its ufe, appeared to be perfeétly cured. Im
confequence of this recommendation, I de-
termined, on my return to London, to give
Anel’s operation a fuller trial than I had hi-
therto done s and, as foon as I arrived here,
I dire@ed a fimall filver {yringe, with pipes
fitted to it of different fizes, to be made for
me by M. Pepys, in ths Poultry. When
thefe were finithed, I did not wait long for
an opportunity of ufing them.

A lady in Great Ruflel Street came under
my care, who for many months had been
fubjec to an Epiphora of the left eye, which
prevented her both from reading, and work-
ing with her needle, without undergoing
great incanvenience. Whenever fhe em-
ployed herfelf in any way that required clofe
attention, her eye became overfpread with
tears, and the fight was fo much confufed, that
it obliged her to leave off aimoft as foon as the
began. A great varicty of remedies had been
applied, under the dire@ion of different me-
dical men, but none of them produced any ef-
fential amendment. On examining the eye, T
obferved that the tunica conjunétiva, near the
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or Watery Eype. 19

amined it. I proceeded immediately to make
ufe of the fyringe, but at firft co}zld intro=
duce only a very fmall pipe into the puncs
tum. The patient received no relief from
the operation till after it had been repeated
feveral times. On the fixth day, however,
the liquor pafied freely through the duct into
the nofe. After this, the eye became a little
inflamed, and I was under the neceflity of
defifting from the ufe of the fyringe for
nearly a week. I afterwards had occafion to
repeat the operation only twice before the
Epiphora entirely ceafed, and the patient
purfued her bufinefs with eafe.

Before I conclude my paper, it may be of
ufe to remark, that the only liquor which I
have hitherto injected through the pun&a
lachrymalia has been common water ; fome-
times cold, but oftener warmed. Warm wa-
ter, I think, in general, is to be preferred, on
account of its relaxing power ; by means of
which, in addition to the mechanical in-
- fluence which is communicated to it by the
fyringe, it allo contributes to take off any
fpafmodic action that may have been excite

Cz2 in
























Intermittent Opbthalmy. 27

than at any other time; and, indeed, when
the inflammation has arifen to any confider~
able height, the ufe of evacuants is often in-
difpenfably neceffary, previous to the appli-
cation of the tin¢ture. But in cafes where
there is reafon to {ufpec, from the excoria-
tion of the lids, and their occafional adhefion
to each other, that the febaceous glands, fitu-
ated near their edges, fecrete an acrimonious
fluid, (which circumftance is not uncom-
mon, even when the quantity of gum lodged
on the lids is fo {fmall as fcarcely to be per-
ceived) it will be found ufeful to apply to
the edges of the lids, once in the day, by
means of the finger, or of a camel’s hair pen
cil, alittle of the unguentum citrinum of the
Edinburgh difpenfatory *, melted before a
fire or candle,

Again, cafes are not uncommon, efpecially
in children, in which there are no marks
whatever of humour on the edges of the eye-
lids, and very little appearance of inflam-
mation in the membranes of the eye; but,

* This ointment is called, in the new London Phar-
macopeeiay Unguentum Hydrargyri Nitrati.,

notwith {tanding






























Intermittent Opbthalmy. 37

fevere. Her pulfe being both quick and
ftrong, and the fever conftantly very confi-
derable, it was now thought indifpenfably
neceflary to omit the bark, and to take ten
ounces of blood from her arm. The next
day, when I faw her for the firft time, her
pulfe, notwithftanding this lofs of blood,
continued {till fo full, and the inflammation
in her eyes was ftill fo confiderable, that
I thought it further necefiary to propofe
the application of three leeches to each
temple, and afterwards of blifters, the fize
of half a crown, over the fame parts. T alfo
recommended a faline draught to be admini-
ftered every eight hours; and, once in the
day, previous to the application of the the-
baic tin&ure to the eyes, which was till con-
tinued, I anointed the edges of the lids, by
means of a camel’s-hair pencil, with the un-
guentum citrinum of the Edinburgh difpen-
{atory, warmed before a candle. I was led
to the ufe of the eitrine ointment by the ﬁp-
pearance of the lids, the edges of which were
red and fore; and this eircumftance inclined
me to {ufpect that the ciliary glands fecreted
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