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OF THE PLEURISY, -‘6,1

with five of the mucilage of gum arabic, until they
are perfectly united, then add bhalf an ounce c-fl
the oxymel of fquills, and two table {poonfuls of
the paregoric elixir, and let the phial be well
fhaken before it is ufed : or diffolve a drachm and
a half of gum ammoniac in five ounces of penny-
royal, or common water, to which add an ounce of
the firup of lemons, half an ounce of the vinegar
of fquills, and two tea fpoonfuls of the paregoric
elixir.

Relaxant and diaphoretic medicines will deter-
mine to the furface of the body, and greatly affift
in procuring a.free expettoration. Diffolve there-
fore two grains of tartar emetic, and two drachms
‘of nitre in four ounces of water, of which two ta-
ble fpoonfuls may be taken every two hours; or
the following bolus every three hours. Form four
grains of camphor, three of the volatile falt of
hartthorn, five of nitre, and the third of a grain of
tartar emetic, of a proper confiftence with a little
conferve of rofes. The fleams arifing from warm
vinegar and water, may likewife be inhaled through
an inverted funnel, or inhaler, feveral times a day.
The ule of opiates thould, if poflible, be omitted,
as they will check the expe&toration; but if it be-
comes abfolutely neceffary, from a total want of °
reft, to have recourfe to them, the fourthof a grain
of opium may be added to each bolus; or a draught
countaining thirty-five drops of laudanum, or two
G 2, drachms
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or THE PERIPNEUMONY. 65

of, as they would determine a great flow of blood

to the lungs; but gentle laxatives, and emollient
opening clyfters, may be given for the purpofe, fo

as to procure a ftool or two daily. Inflaming the

{kin of the cheft by the application of a large blifter

immediately to the part moft aftetted, will allo be

proper ; and fhould it heal up too foon, a frefh one

may be put on as near the former as poflible.

As a free expe€loration is the means which nature
“adopts for carrying off the inflammation, we fhould
by all means endeavour to promote and encourage
it, by giving fuch medicines as are commonly {up-
- poled to have a power of increafing the natural
fecretion from the glands of the lungs and throat.
The pettorals preferibed under the head of Pleurify
(which fee) fhould be given, or the following
draught may be taken five or fix times a day. Rub
a {cruple of {permaceti with an ounce of a thick
mucilage of gum arabic, until they are intimately
blended together, then add five grains of nitre dif-
folved in an ounce of common water, and half an
ounce of the firup of lemons.

Relaxant medicines, by determining the flow of
blood to the furface of the body, will alfo be pra-
- per; but they fhould be given in fuch (mall dofes as
not to create any great ficknefs, or naufea. The
fourth of a paper of Dr. James's powders may be
taken every two hours, or the diapheretic bolus
mentioned under the head of P]curify, or any of

G 4 thofe
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1go Of POISONS.

an hour or two before it is made ufe of, in order
to fee if any bad effefts are produced on the
animal, !

Symproms. Certain and almoft inftantaneous
death, is faid to enfue from eating the yellow billed
fprat, and fome other fpecies of fifh which are
caught amongft the Leeward-Iflands. From a ufe
of moft other kinds of poifonous fith, the perfon is
feized with a gradual languor and heavinefs, fuc-
ceeded by reftleffnefs, univerfal fluthing heat, ficke
nefls at the ftomach, pains in the bowels, and a fevere
vomiting and purging.

If a fofficient quantity has beén taken to prove
mortal, then the patient is carried off with ftrong
convulfions; but if the quantity and nature of the
poifon have not been fo powerful as to occafion
death, then vaft debility and languor will continue
for many months afterwards; the hair will fall off
gradually, the fkin will become dry and peel off
from the palms of the hands and foles of the feet,
and a tingling fenfation will be felt in thefe parts
whenever they are immerfed in water.

When a perfon has been poifoned by arfenic,
fudden and excruciating pains will be felt in the
ffomach and bowels, which will terminate in a vio=
tent inflammation of the parts and convulfions.
From a ufe of corrofive fublimate, much the fame

 fymptoms will alfo arife. -
yop When
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226 OF THE DROPSY.

charge of urine grows plentiful, we may entertajp
{fome hopes of being able to remove it.

TreatmenT. The firft thing to be attended to
in the treatment of the diforder, is the difcovery of
the caufe which has given rife to it, as by obviating
this, we may fometimes be able to effeét a cure.
If it depends, for example, on general debility, or
a relaxation of the folids, then by firengthening
the fyftem, we may be able to remove the difeafe ;
for which reafon, we fhould always inveftigate the
caule, and endeavour to find out whether it is
entirely an original diforder, or only fymptomatic
of {ome other.

Emetics are ufually recommended and given in
dropfical cafes, on a fuppofition that they promote
abforption, and that by increafing the perlpiration,
they thereby aft as evacuants; but as they will be
found to weaken the patient, without procuring any
mitigation of the diforder, they muft not be made
ufe of. Dralftic purges of jalap, gamboge, and ca-
lomel, are likewife generally given in dropfical
cafes, with a view of carrying off the water by ftool ;
but when the difeafe has arofe from general debi-
lity and relaxation, this mode of treatment will be
highly injurious. In anafarcous complaints, which
have arofe {uddenly, and where the ftrength of
the patient has not been much reduced; or in par-

tial dmpﬁes, {uch as thofe of the head, cheft, &c.
where
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