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82 Of Complexion and Figure

the ground on which the different impref-
fions are received, As the degrees of ci-
vilization, as the ideas, paflions, and ob-
jects of fociety in different countries, and
under different forms of government are
infinitely various, they open a boundlefs
field for variety in the human counte-
nance. It 1s impoflible to enumerate
them.—They are not the {fame in any two
ages of the world.—It would be unnecef-
{ary to enumerate them, as my object is
not to become a phyfiognomift, but to
evince the poflibility of fo many differ-
ences exifting in one fpecies ; and to fug-
geft a proper mode of reafoning on new
varieties as they may occur to our obfer-
vartion.

For this purpofe, I fhall, in the firft
place, endeavour, by feveral fa&ts and il-
luftrations to evince, that the ftate of {o~
ciety has a great effe® in varying the fi-
gure and complexion of mankind.

I {hall then fhew in what manner fome
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