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REFLECTIONS

ON THE

SURGEONS’ BILL:

IN ANSWER TO

T HREE PAMPHLETS

IN DEFENCE .OF THAT BILL.

BY
JOHN RING, i

MEMBER OF THE CORPORATION OF SURGEONS,.

The petitioners againf this Bill have great reafon to complain.
Their privileges have been violated ; and even their property
has been invaded. They have been too long trampled under
foot : and however grating it may be to the ears of fome people,
they have the firongeft title in the world, to have their com-
plaints heard with patience and attention.

Lord TEURLOW’s Speech,

Lonbon ¢

Printed for Hooknam and CarpenTeR, Old Bond Street; and
J. Jouwson,. St. Paul’s Church Yard.
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DEDICA™T I'@N,

TO THE

MEMBERDYS

OF THE

CORPORATION or SURGEONS,

Who oppofed the late Surgeons’ Bill.

GENTLEMEN,

I EMBRACE the favourable opportunity
which this Publication affords me, to pay
a juft tribute of applaufe to your ftrenuous
and unremitted exertions in defence of your
injured rights; and to congratulate you on

your victory.
A 2 To
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To the Work which I now dedicate to
you, in anfwer to three Pamphlets written
In vindication of the late Surgeons’ bill, of
inglorious memory, I prefix three letters ; -
which I addreffed to you and others, at
different periods, while the bill was in
agitation. The firt was publifhed at a
time, when the fecret artifices, undue in-
fluence, and grofs mifreprefentations of
our adverfaries, threatened to bear down
all oppofition ; and rendered all refiftance to

their efforts hopelefs, unlefs the attention of
the Ltglﬂature and of the Public, could
be roufed. The great champion of our
caufe had not then rifen. The bill had
been read twice, and committed. It was
to be read a third time on the day when
that letter appeared ; and it was expected
to be PaﬂT:d without much debate.

Parliament laboured under a delufion ;
and, to difpel that delufion, when ftrength-
ened by the powerful and impofing influ-

ence
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ence of great names, was an arduous at=
tempt. The fubjet was new and intrie

cafte ;

% Puzzled with mazes, and perplex’d with errors.”

Our enemies were advancing triumphantly
in their carcer; erecting their haughty
crefts, and glorying in their ftrength. It
*ﬁvas time to refift their inroads ; and to fet
bounds to their ambition. It was time to
repel their infults ; and remind them of the
humble origin from which they {prung.

It was neceflary to illuftrate the various
obfcure points in queftion, by a clear yet
concife explanation. It was neceflary to
diveft a fubject fo abftrufe of technical
phrafeclogy ; to intereft the paffions in the
caufe of juftice ; and to bring a forcible ap-
peal home to every bofom.

Inftead of dry abftract reafoning, it was
neceflary to urge the argumentum ad homi-

zem :
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nem : to prove the flagrant mifcondudt of
the petitioners for the bill in times paft ; to
prove they were unfit to be trufted with
new POWErS, ber;aufc they had abufed the
o/d ; and to roufe the public indignation

againft their atrocious attempts.

The fecond and third letters were written
at fubfequent periods : to remove prejudices
unjuftly excited ; and to elucidate {everal
points, which even then were not well un-
derftood. Then, as well as #now, our op-
ponents ftrained every nerve, to conciliate
favour by falfe pretences; and to gratify
their ambition by an overbearing influence.
'They raifed the mift of prejudice; to pre-
vent the Public from difcerning the true na-
ture of the queftion, and their own real in-
tereft in the caufe. In fhort, they feemed
fearful, left they fhould leave any finifter
manceuvre, or mean ftratagem, untried.

What-
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Whatever opinion may be formed of the
publication or republitation of thefe letters,
by our lukewarm friends or infidious foes,
1 venture to aflert, that had it not been for
the explanations given in the public prints,
from time to time, by profeflional men,
who muft underfland beft what grievances
they feel, even the wenderful abilities and

exertions of our counfel, and of our other
advocates in Parliament, would not have been

fufficient, to convince the members of the
Legiflature of the juftice and neceflity of
attending to our petitions. From the high
eminence on which they are placed, it is im-
poflible for them to perceive all the hardfhip
and oppreffion, under which perfons in the
humble vales of life groan.

REFLEC-
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INE T EeE R,

T the Members of the Corporation of Surgeons.

(GENTLEMEN,

A BILL has been brought into Parliament,
- and was nearly carried through both
Houfes, calculated to give a defpotic power over
the Surgeons’ Company to a junto, felf-nomi-
nated, confifting of an infignificant number,
who fill up all vacancies in their own body; fo
that you are to obey laws, made by perfons who
have an intereft diftinét from your own ; laws,
made by a legiflative body, in which you have
no reprefentation.’ This 1s a degradation of
your profeflion, and even of your fpecies ; it is
a daring attack on the free principles of the Bri-
tith conftitution.

B The
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The increafing number and reputation of the

members of the Company, deferve that the title
of Corporation thould be exchanged for that of
College ; but an attempt to confirm, extend,
and perpetuate arbitrary power, and to refufe
members of a fcientific body, which the Legifla-
ture dignifies with the title of College, the pri-
vilege of a vote, in electing thofe who arcto fill
the offices, and to maintain the honour of the
fociety, is a relic of Barberifm.

The Court of Examiners have grofsly abufed
the unlimited power given them by the former
act, by pafling bye-laws to render fuch perfons
as practife midwifery, or pharmacy, ineligible as
Examiners. This, which thows the cloven foot
of felf-intereft too clearly to efcape dete&mn,
would exclude a Hunter, a Croikfhank, a Ford,
a Carr, a White, a Denm.-:*.n and everr a Far-
quhar, men not inferior to the prefent members
of the Court of Examiners, from a fituation,
where their abilities might have been {6 eminently
{erviceable to the world. In fhort, they feem to
have heard of the bed of Procruftes; or, to {peak
more in ftyle, they wifh to preferve a remem-
brance of the Company from which they fprung;
they wifh to have no wigs, but fuch as fit their

own blocks.

Are
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~ Are they fearful, that the publicare beginning
to prefer men, who unite a knowledge of the
practice of phyfic to that of furgery ¢ Or do they
dread a competition, and comparifon of abilities,
with fuch men, n their own court &

Are thofe furgeons, who have obtained the di:
ploma of the Corporation, competent? Or are
the Examiners defirous of getting rich by degrees?
Are they dazzled by the fplendour of the preeious
metal, and prevented from feeing their incom-
petency il after examination, when they become

rivals 2
Iam,

GENTLEMEN,
Your moft humble Servant,

An Old Member of the Corporation.

LETTER IL

i

To the Committee of Surgeam for apprg/' ng the
Surgeons’ Bill.

GENTLEMEN,
NOTWITHSTANDING much has already

been written on the nature of the Surgeons’
bill ; yet, from the intricacy of the fubject, there
are many points not well underfioed, except

by thofe immediately concerned ;' and fome of
B2 them
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them have an intereft in enveloping the matter in
obfcurity.

I am induced to take up my pen by hearing a
mifreprefentation of the bufinefs made by a per-
fon of that defcription, who aflerted that the
opponents of the bill objected to it, becanfe they
did not like to pay quarterage, a fum of ten
thillings ; and that there certainly were fome
abufes in the management of the affairs of the
Company ; for which reafon he thought an aé
of Parliament neceflary, in order to correct them,
Such infinuations are calculated to deceive thofe
to whom they are addrefled. The opponents
of the bill are actuated by no fuch paltry confi-
deration as the tax alluded to; on the contrary,
they are willing to pay a much more canfiderable
fum, if it can be proved that the real intereft of
the Company requires it ; but they object to the
principle of the claufe, which vefts in the go-
vernors of the Corporation a power of levying
contributions without confent of the members at
large. Abufes in the management of the finances
of the Company there certainly are; how the
prefent bill tends to rectify them, I cannot dif-
cern.  The firft claufe ereéts the Corporation
into a College, a much more proper name for a
feientific body ; and the governors of the College
are dignified with titles fuitable to their rank in

the Society: but the ordinary members are na
' wherg
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where recognifed by the correfponding title of
Fellows. Every member, on his admiflion, is to
{wear, ¢ That, fo long as he fhall remain a
<¢ member of the College, he will in all things
<¢ be obedient to the council of the faid College,
«¢.and to the rules, afts, flatutes, and ordi-
“¢ nances thereof.” It is therefore of the utmoft
confequence to the members of the Corporation,
that the members of the council thould be juft
and impartial. Whether this objet is more
likely to be attained by their continuing to ele&
themfelves, or by their being elected by the
members of the Corporation at large, or by the
medium of a fele& committee, it is for the wif~

dom of th%aturﬁ to decide.

In the Collége of Phyficians, the Examiners,"
under the name of Cenfors; are eleted by
and from the Fellows at large; and would
continue to be made in the fame manner if
the members were as numerous as the members
of the Corporation of Surgeons; but in this, and
all other refpecls, the members of the Corporas
tion will bow with the utmoft fubmiffion to the
determination of the Legiflature. The circum-
ftance of election in this Corporation is of much
more importance than would appear to any
perfon not perfetly acquainted with their affairs.
it was jufily obferved by one of the counfel for
the bill, ¢ That the public in general are not

““ judges
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*¢ judges-of the merits of medical men.” It na-
turally follows, that they are liable to be impofed

on by {pecious appearances, fplcmdld titles, and
htgh-fuundmg names. :

Tha fituation of Prefident, &c. is not only Tu-
crative, but honourable, and one of the firt
_recommendations to public favour and high
difiinétion, It is the road to riches, and to
fame. What fhall we fay then to a bye-law,
which, with mean fclfith policy, fiops up this
path of preferment, and bars this road of honour,
to nine parts out of ten of the profeffion ?
Would it not be prudent to hold out encourage-
ment to the members of the Co ﬂﬁt@

; 11 order to pro-

mote a more diligent :::{3;:7"??'.“' the ﬁ;i&%&,
and a more ample fupply of gﬂﬁd furgeﬂ for
the fervice of the public, both in peace and
war ? The bye-law alluded to declares, that ne
perfon practifing pharmacy fhall be eligible as
an Examiner. It may be faid in reply, that the
members know this when they enter inte the
Company. This is not true, as far as regards
the writer of thefe remarks ; and probably many
others may be in the fame predicament. After
pafling an examination, f{wallowing the mon-
firous oath, paying the fee for his diploma, and
reading in that diploma that he was entitled to
all the privileges, franchifes, and immunities,
granted
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granted by the late a&t of Parliament to the Cor-
poration of Surgeons of London ; on his return
home, he perufed the ftatutes of the Corporation,
which were given to him at his departure from
the Hall, and had the mortification to find, that
a malignant bye-law left him but little hope of
attaining eminence in his profeflion.  But what=
ever complaint he may have to make againft the
exclufion of thofe who pradife pharmacy, he
protefts ftill more acainft the recent exclufion of
thofe who practife midwifery, that moft ancient
aad moft important branch of furgery itfelf, Tt
is, with refpect to a great part of the members
of the Company, a kind of ex poff fuo law,’ aiid
breach of %H}thn the governors of 'the
Cotporation were entrafted “with* a power of
making bye-laws, it certailly was not foréféen
that they would make 14§ paramout to the
laws of the land; and, ' from’ motives' of felf-
intereft, frufirate the benevolent intention of the

Legiflature.”

An apology was lately made for the inaccus
racy of a memorandum of a refolution of ‘the
Court of Affiftants, that it was agreed om @
quarter of an hour before dinner; and when;
juft afterwards, it was aflerted that there was no
reafon to fear any improper byellaw would lé
fuffered to pafs, as they muft be figned by certaity
great officers of the law; it was well oblerved
; ‘ . by
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by a royal Duke, that this was very truc, unlefs
they figned them a quarter of an hour before
dinner ! It may be faid, that the great names
who fill the offices in the Corporation, forbid
all fufpicion of any improper attempt. The fact
1s, that all the danger arifes from this fource.
By great names, the minds of the Legiflature and
of the Public are lulled into fecurity ; of which
the prefent bill, which paffed through five fiages
out of fix, unoppofed, and unfufpcéted, affords
a lamentable proof. Had it not been for the
firenuous exertions of its opponents, it would
have increafed the emoluments of the Examiners,
and the revenue of the Company, already flou-
rithing, by frefh contributions, levied on furgeons
within feven and ten miles ; and by taxing army
and navy furgeons, would have robbed them of
their dearly-earned rewards, guarantied to them
by the faith of more than one aét of Parlia-
ment.

It is for the Legiflature to determine, whether
any furgeon fhould be allowed to pradtife in any
part of the Britith dominions without paffling an
examination ; but it may fafely be affirmed, that
twenty-one furgeons are not fufficient for the due
attendance of the vaft number of perfons, who
live in, and within ten miles of this great metro-
polis ; therefore no impediments fhould be
thrown in the way of other practitioners, nor any

5 difcou-
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difcouragements allowed to damp the ardour of
their purfuits.

When the Surgeons feparated from the Barbers’
Company, they claimed a right to adminifter me-
dicines. Whether the exclufion of thofe who
praétife pharmacy from places of honour and emo-
lument arifes from falfe delicacy, from miftaken
pride, from felf-intereft, or from jealoufy; or
whether thofe who pafled the aét of exclufion
meant to exprefsa contempt for what they did not
underfiand ; or whether it arifes from all thefe
caufes combined, it is difficult to fay: certain itis,
that it operates as a {tigma, and anfwers the pur-
pofe intended, by raifing the mere mechanical fur-
geon in the eftimation of the public, and de-
prefling the man of gen.eral medical {fcience in an
equal degree.

‘When we confider how few of the publicare able
to employaphyfician anda {furgeon, or furgeon and
apothecary, and when we confider the army and
navy {ervice, the neceflity of a number of perfons,
who unite the ftudy and practice of the two
branches, muft be obvious; and it requires
little argument to prove, that what a celebrated
author faid on another occafion, may be faid
of thefe two fifter arts,  Utraque igitur per fe in-
““ digens altera alterius auxilio eget.”

The united fkill of phyfic and furgery will avail
C but
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but little towards effecting a cure, in many cafes,
unlefs the internal and external remedies are pro-
perly prepared ; it is therefore a quefiion of fome
magnitude, whether pharmacy thould be praétifed
by men of {cience and liberal education, or by
porters, If by the former, it is not to the inte-
reft of the community to caft fuch a flur on apo-
thecaries, as may banith every well-educated
man from the profeffion.

In the amended bill, Mr. Dundas is advanced to
the rank of Examiner, notwithfianding the a& of
exclufion in the laws of the Company, with that
fingle exception, remains in full force. While
juftice is done to his merit, we have reafon to be-
lieve that the Legiflature will not fuffer the great
body of the Corporation to labour under that ex-
clufion : this would be a flagrant violation of the
firft principles of all juftice. If the practice of
pharmacy could difgrace an ordinary furgeon, it
would difgrace a ferjeant furgeon much more.
If a ferjeant furgeon has occafion to practife the
mixed branches, an ordinary {urgeon has much
greater occafion. If it is the duty of the Le-
giflature to protect the rights of one, it 1s fiill
more the dutjr of the Legiflature to protect the
rights of many. :

I fhall conclude with one more obfervation, pro-
bably of more importance than all the reft. A re-

peal of the obnoxious bye-laws will be a mere
| matter
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matter of form, unlefs the cle@ive franchife is ex~
tended. The relatives, pupils, and apprentices of
Examiners, with or without merit, with orwithout
genius or application, may continue to be elected;
by which all competition, and all emulation, will,
as heretofore, be confined to a very narrow chan-
nel; and the private intereft of a few individuals
predominate over the public good. |

I am, wifhing you all the fuccefs the juflice of
your caufe fo well deferves,
GENTLEMEN,
“"Your moft humble Servant,

An Old - Member of the C orporation.

BETIT E R T

To the Committee of Surgeons for oppofing the
= A “Surgeons’ Bill.
GENTLEMEN,

I HAVE, on former occafions, addrefled to
you fome firictures on the conduét of your op-
ponents; I thall now add a few more. By the
prefent bill, eleven perfons have the modefty to
requelt, that they, and a few of their friends, in
all twenty-one, may have abfolute dominion for
life, over the liberty and pi'c}pert}' of your whole
Corporation, cunﬁ-ﬁing of five or fix hundred
members. - Suppofing the requeft to be rea-
fonable, the word Corporation ought not to be

Ca CxX-
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exchanged for that of College. In a College there
are perfons called Fellows, who claim the right
of clecting, or being elected, to all offices;
but they order thefe things better in a Corporation.
This is an emblem, not of a fcientific body, nor
of the body politic, but of the natural body ;
where the rights, privileges, franchifes, and
immunities of all the members are, to labour
for the Zead, in order to fill its mouth with good
things.—So far there is fome refemblance ; but
in one refpect the Corporation of Surgeons
differs from a natural body, for the members of
it labour for the head, without any reciprocal

advantage : it may therefore be'called, an wana-
tural body.

The petitioners for the bill are charged by one
of their own number, as well as by yourfelves,
with grofs mifmanagement, and wafiing of your
treafures ; but in the prefent bill, they do all in
their power to prevent fuch complaints in fu-
ture, by introducing a claufe to make your trea-
{ures their owny and furely a man may do what
he pleafes with Ais owwn.

The former oath bound a member to obey the
lawful commands; the prefent binds him to
obey a// the commands of his tafk-mafters. To
give them their due, it was humane and confi-
derate, no longer to call a member of the Com=
pany a I'reeman.

Some
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Some think the power of making bye-laws
was abufed, when the Examiners invaded the
laws of the land, and made arbitrary exclufions
of nine-tenths of the members from places of
profit and diftinétion ; but the judicious few
arve of opinion, that it is the height of prefump-
tion in practitioners of medicine, to afpire to
rank themfelves with an off-fet of a Company of
Barbers. '

In the amended aé, Mr. Dundas, one of the
ferjeant-furgeons to his Majelly, is a folitary
exception : all others are fiill excluded, let their
merit be ever fo great. It remains to be feen,
whether Mr. Dundas will accept of fuch a com-
pliment.

‘This arbitrary power of making bye-laws, like
all other arbitrary power, fcorns to be confined
within bounds ; it firives to burft its channel,
and overflow its banks. The extenfion of the
jurifdic¢tion of the Company will certainly help
to fill the coffers of the Examiners and other
officers of the Corporation ; it will enable them
to reap a more extenfive harveft, and a« golden
harveft it will be; but it too much refembles g
farce afted in another country, called fraterni-
zation, in which the performers give you the
fraterngl embrace while they pick your pocket,

Tnder
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the fame manly perfeverance, muft eventually

triumph.
I am, with great refpect,

GENTLEMEN,
Your moft humble Servant,

An Old Member of the Corporation.

An Analyfis of < The Dreffing for Lord Thurlotw.”

THIS Drefling is of the "cauffic kind; but,
when applied to the noble Lord for whom
it is intended, it will not fick. The pre-
parer of it, who expreflfes a fovereign con-
tempt for pharmacy, that gem of which he
knows not the value, 1s faid already to repent.
of his temerity, in handling fuch acrimonious.
ingredients;. but itis too late, when he has burnt

his fingers.

This compofition abounds equally with fimile,
and with fatire : and it would puzzle Scaliger
himfelf to determine, whether his fimile or his
Jatire is moft unfortunate. He no where difputes
the abilities of Lord Thurlow ; but endeavours
to depreciate and vilify the charadter of a lawyer
and of an orator. Some apology may be made
for his abufe of Lord Thurlow’s oratory, fince
he fiill {fmarts under its lafh ; but none for his

Ca wafting
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wafiing Ius time in retaliation, when he ﬂmuld
be drefling his own fores.

So much, at prefent, for his fatire.—In regard
to his fimiles,~—one of the moft ftriking is, his
comparing the fcience of furgery to Mount Aitna;
while he compares the profeffion of a barber to a
hillock of mud, growing like an excrefcence on
its furface. The firft inundation, he fays, buried
the hillock ; but I am inclined to think, from the
dulnefs of his lucubrations, that it was not fuf-
ficient to wath away the mud.

This fame inundation, he adds, propagated
in a mighty torrent the blaze of difcovery. This
15-a moft amazing difcovery indeed ; efpecially,
as he tells us juft before, that medicine is the
firft art that is practifed in human fociety, be-
caufe we cannot exift without it; and the laft
that is brought to perfection, on account of its: .
“abftrufenefs : and, juft after, that Lord Thurlow
muli be a very fuperficial obferver not to know,
that furgery, of all the arts which the world has
produced, is at once the moft ancient, moft
critical, and moft profound ; and that the longeff
life, with the mof recondite Jpeculation, is {carcely
fufficient to develope its intricacies, or unfold-
its inventions. He gravely tells us, that this
moft abfirufe of all arts has lately burft forth
like a volcano.—An eruption, it is true, has

lately
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lately taken place in the neighbourhood of St.
Thomas’s Hofpital ;—not an eruption of arts
and fciences, but an eruption of the feribbling
itch. | '

This profound and erifical writer informs us,
that although furgeons were originally incorpo-
rated with barbers, there is no reafon why they
fhould not now be feparated and exalted. This
is another wonderful difcovery.—As to the firft
part of it, the feparation, no furgeon will dif~
pute it ; and, after reading a page .or two of
the performance in quefiion, the barbers will
have no objefion to it; as they will readily
difcern, that fome members of the Corporation
of Surgeons are no fhavers. '

~ As to the exaltation of Surgery,—I hope the

duthor, if he really isa member of the Surgeons’ "

Company, will in future betjparing of his lite-
rary effufions; or he will furnifh others, befides
Lord Thurlow, with an argument for degrading,
inftead of exalting, one of the moft ancient,
moft ufeful, and moft honourable of all pro-
feflions, Neither furgeons nor barbers will boaft
of a member, who cannot handle an edged toot
without cutting himfelf.

While I was writing thefe remarks, T received

a letter from a diftinguithed opponent of the
D late
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late infamous bill ; in.which he fays, ¢ Have
“ you Birch’s book, which he calls 4 Drefling
“ for Lord Thurlew? If you have not, pray
“ get 1t, and lend it to every one you can.”—
This may poffibly preferve the wretched pro-
duction for fome time from that end, to which it
{eems by its nature to be deftined. I muft how=
ever remark, that no farcafins of Lord Thurlow
are {o {evere, or leave fo indelible a ftain on the
- charadler of the Court of Examiners, as the pa-
negyric of one of their own party. Well may
they exclaim, This was not our enemy, elfe we
could have borne it ; but it'was thou, even thou,
our familiar friend. We took {weet counfel to-
gether, and walked in the houfe of Lords as
fricnds.—Whether they will confider him as
their friend in future, 1s not for me to deter-
mine; nor whether their vindication was writ-
ten by Mr. Birck; nor whether they prevailed
on him to write it. If they did, it is not the

firft time they have prepared a 70d for ther own
backs.

The author of the pamphlet, whoeyer he Iz,
has two other elegant fimiles, viz. he fays, the
two profeflions of a furgeon and a barber are
like a living and a dead acorn, planted in the
fame {pot of carth: the ‘one has become a fiu-
pendous oak, the thade and ornament of _thn
foreft ; while the .other, deprived of growth

and
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and vitality, lies mouldering in its foundations.
This author, who has difcovered the foundations
of a dead acorn, will never difcover the /ongi-
tude, unlefs it be the longitude of a barber's pole.
—Firft he compares the profeflion of a barber
to an excrefcence growing on the furface of
furgery ; next he affirms it is like a dead acorn,
and does not grow at all.—The truth is, that, if
we look a httle deeper than the furface, we may
readily difcern the reafon of their being in-
corporated together.s Shaving is undoubtedly a
furgical operation ; and when it was only per-
formed for medical purpofes, was as reputable
as bleeding: but when it became the fathion to
mow the chin, it was followed by numbers of
illiterate perfons; and confequently fell inte
difrepute. 1 cannot, therefore, agree with this
author, that their primary confolidation is a dif-
grace to the age that joined them, nor that it isany
imputation of dithonour upon 7ks, to refufe to
recognife their feparation, while the prefs tecms
with obfcrvations written by a furgcon, which
would difgrace a barber; or at leaft tend to
prove, that he is only « fﬁ*;'p of the old block.

He fays, The paltry'mound, that is, the bar=
bers—which obftructed the overflow of the
burning mountain, that is, the furgeons, con-
tinues with the fame infipidity, where chance

firfi ordained it to grow. This opinion may
D 2 arife
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arife from his want of zgffe: but happy would
it have been for his readers, if the paltry mound

had fiill obfiruéted the overflow ; and pre-

vented them from being plagued with his mife-
rable eruption.

If this author is wife, and knows his own
intereft, he will be cautious how he awakens
the vengeance of thofe redoubtable heroes, who
mow down all before them; and take many a
better man’ than him by the nofe. If they are
at prefent in purfuit of higher game, they may

prevail on their friend Mr. Packwood to give
him a Dre{ﬁng

Our author afks Lord Thurlow, what the
bill is, againft which his Lordfhip has fum-
moned up all the pllegm of his temperament 2
For phlegm xead choler. Had our author been
one of the :builders of the tower of Babel, he
would have afked for what he did no# want,
and thereby have procured what he wanted.—
He proceeds,—Is it a bill for-the aggrandifement
of a few by the ruin of the many :—TIs it a biil
for the extinction of fcience ?—Is it a bill to
deprive the:naval furgeon of that final and lafi-
ing recompence, a domefiic fettlement 2—To
thefe queries e anfwers; No; the ngﬁ of Lords
anfivers, ‘Jes,

1[Iﬂ
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He adds, 1 need not tell your Lordibip, that
in every profeilion there muft be fome ftand-
ard of appreciation: and in another place he
upbraids Lord Thurlow, for having denied to
the public that neceflary and indifpenfable teft
of chirurgical fkill, an amgtomical tribunal. For
anatomical rvead chirurgical. 1f he means to
fay, that you may become a fkilful furgeon by
mere anatomical purfuits, he might as well fay,
that you may become an excellent architect in
a brick-field.

Whether the members of the Corporation
fhould ‘enjoy the exclufive right of practifing
furgery, or whether no fuch encouragement is
meceffary, and the promifcuous practice of that
difficult art fhould be tolerated as of late, is a
quefiion worthy of the ferious deliberation, and
colledted wifdem, of Parliament : but it i1ll be-
«comes thofe -PCTfGI!S to contend for an exclifive
jurifdi¢tion, who have never given any other
teft of ability, than what is given by thofe, whom
their jealoufy has excluded from having any
fhare in that jurifdiction. 4ol4.

Our author gives us to underftand, that he
has the happinefs of being one of the ele@. e,
fays he, could have difcriminated genius: 77
could have feleéted it from the common mafs
of empiricifm, and have recommended it to no-

tices



(2:!)

tice.—Ilow /7% apples fwvim !—But, he adds,
mankind caunot diferiminate. Therefore what he
fubjoins may be true, namely, that they place
eoufridence in fuch as himfelf. Who, fays he,
Wwould employ a man becaufe he had pradtifed
Berwween the poles >—~And, pray, where has our
admmnable author praétifed,” but between the
poles 2 Perhaps he means, between the tropics :
as to himfelf, 1 fufpeét he' praétifes Under the Pole.
As a well-judged compliment to himfelf, he tells
us, that mankind confide only in fuch as him-
felf ; and that his praclice is fanctioned by the
gene;'a} approbation of fuch as cannot diferiminate.

Who, he exclaims triumphantly, would em-
ploy 2 man becaufe he had pradtifed berween the
poles, or exercifed his knife among the blacks of
the Eafi, or the flaves of the Weftern world?
Take care, Sir, how you talk of the flaves of
the Weftern world, lefi the Bithop of Rochefter
fhonld accufe you of democracy, as he did the
petitioners againft the Surgeons’ bill, becaunfe
they wifhed ‘for the Corporation to have, as
- other {cientific bodies have, and as other corpo-
rations have, fome fhare, not in the manage-
ment, (that would be democracy,) but in the
elelion of thofe who were to make laws for
them, and to have the management of their
own affairs; a privilege of which the Corpora-
tion were deprived by a former Swrgeons’ bill ;—

a pris



g )
a privilege enjoyed even by Barbers. But it is
vank herefy, and a damnable opinion, to fup-
pofc that the pegple of the Surgeons’ Commu-
nity, or any other community, have any tl}in,g
to do with laws, but 76 obey them !

Never was there a bill of mere confequence
to the community brought before the Legifla-
ture: and never one of a more: perplexed and
i_tltricafe nature ; and of which the merits were
lefs. underitood by the public. In order to be
able to form a juft judgment, to do firict jufiice

"to contending parties, and to confult the great
intereft of the public at large, in a bill of fuch
a nature, it is neceflary that Legiflators, whofe
attention is engaged by the great concerns of the
empire, fhould receive information and expla-
nation from the profeflors of the fcience in gene-
tal, aad the members of the Corporation at
large; as well as from the framers of the biil,
who had an intereft in deceiving them. Such
extenfive nformation little accords with the
furreptitious manner in which the Surgeons’ bill
was conducted through its different flages by the
fupporters of that bill. Even when an oppofi-
tion to it arofe, every fpecies of mifreprefenta-
tion was had recourfe to, in order to difguife

~the truth, and conceal the real merits of the
«eaufe, ' '

By
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By the framers of the bill it was afferted, that
the oppofition to it arofe only from a few per-
fons practifing pharnracy; and from fome per-
fons who objected to pay them their paltry quar-
terage. By a right reverend Prelate, related to
one of them, it was aflirmed, that the petitioners
againft the bill were Jevellers ; and by another
night reverend Prelate, that they were democrats;
—aflertions, all equally deftitute of foundation.

The condut of the framers of the bill, who
afteéted a fuperiority and fupercilious contempt,
which even a pofleflion of the talents they want,
could not juftify, was fufficient to excite in their
opponents more than phlegm. This gave rife to
the different letters publifhed on that oceafion 3
the petitioners againft the bill conceiving it to
be a duty they owed to the public, to the pro-
fefhion, and te themfelves, to expofe the clan-
defiine arts and iniquitous defigns of their op-
preflors, and to repel the fhafts of calumny.—
Confcious of the uprightne(s of their intentions,
and equally detefting democracy on the one
hand, and defpotifm on the other, they heartily
agrec ‘with the Bithop of Rochefter, that it
would be happy for mankind, if @/ monflers had
been frangled in the birth; but they little ex-
pected to be called levellers by the Bifhop of
Bangor ; who is himfelf the greateft leveller on the
Bench.

But,
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But, to return to the author of the Drefling
why fhould a man deferve lefs confidence, for
exercifing his knife among the llacks in the
Eaft, or the flaves in the Weftern world, than
he for cxercifing his knife among his fellow-ci-
tizens, the whites and freemen of London; or
his pen againft that refpeétable and venerable
charaéter, Lord Thurluv;_r? But whom will that
man not calumniate? and who can be injured”
By the calumny of that man, who accufes Go-
vernment of the horrid crime of murdering our
wounded foldiers and feamen, to fave the ex-
penfe of their maintenance ?

- Not content with defaming the character of
Lord Thurlow, our author infults even over the
infirmities of his age: but it is not the firft time
that the old lion has been infulted by an afs.

This writer, who infults over Lord Thurlow’s
decrepitude, who fpares neither his age nor his
infifmity, reminds him, that he is not fo old,
but that hie may yet be afflited with the fione,
or a caricer in the re¢tum ;—the complaint from
which his brother fuffered fuch excruciating tor-
ments, In that cafe, he remarks, his Lordfhip
muft not E:-i:pﬂ&_f, that the men who live at #ke
figm of the Red Rag will be very lenient a‘psmﬁﬁ.
This is ‘a friendly hint; and, while it jufiifies
his Lordfhip 'in propofing, that fuch perfons
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~ ment to fcience. An elegant and accomplithed
author fays,

ingenuas didiciffe fideliter artes,
Emollit mores, nec finit efle feros.

Our author, on the contrary, tells us, that no
men are fuch implacable enemies as men of
feience. If this be the cafe, from fcience, and
men of {cience, good Lord deliver us. But I
truft it will be acknowledged by every one, ex-
cept fuch as are totally devoid of all {cience,
that no men are fo able to revenge injuries, or
{o ready to forgive them, as men of fcience.

He cc;mplains, that Lord Thurlow has dif-
concerted the plans of himfelf and his affoci-
ates ; that he has calummiated them, and given
them an :rrfpamﬁff affront : yet he aﬂirms that
he cannot injure them. After thIS, we thould
not expe@ he would reprefent the name of
Thurlow, as for ever recorded with detefiation,
and pronounced with contempt, in the aninals of
medical {cience; and the rifing generation of
furgeons, like fo many favages, exulting over
his afhes, and burning him in effigy like Guy
Fawkes. For us, adds he, our meafure of re-
venge will be full, from the inevitable obloguy
that will attend your decrepitude.—If implacabi-
lity s the criterion of fcience, our author eclipfes

' E 2 Newton :
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proportion as he becomes /efs ufeful, and of
courfe /¢fs refpeétable.

- 'What, indeed, has furgery to boaft of more
reputable than pharmacy? Is it the adminiftering:
of a clyfler, or the cleanfing of a fiftula? Not
that I really think either of thefe offices mean ;
or wifh to caft the leaft imputation upon either,
Homo fum; humani nikil ¢ me alienum puto : but I
with to remind- thofe, who affect a fuperiority,
not warranted by reafon, how ill-founded their.
pretenfions are. It may feem firange, that any,
perfons praélifing pharmacy, {hould have figned
an approbation of a bill calculated to injure
themfelves ; it was committing a kind of fuicide,
and cutting their own throats; but the bill wag
fallacious, and the bye-laws were to be confirmed
without being recited. Some of thofe gentle-,
men did it inadvertently ; others to oblige their
patrons ; more than one of them may fay, with
their brother in Romeo and Juliet, My poversy,
and not my will, confented.

But what heighitens the injufiice, and aggra-
vates the abfurdity of the conduct of the Exa-
miners and their adherents, is, that almoft all
of them, if not all, pratife pharmacy in a
greater or lefs degree; that is, as far as their
intereft requires, and their opportunities admit.
—1s the profeffion of furgery rendered refpe@a-
' ble
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ble by fraud, er by jefuitical duplicity, and that
pharifaical hypocrify, which would difgrace a.-ny'.
other profeflion ? Is it rendered refpectable by
their {tigmatifing others for what they practife
themfelves, or by their endeavouring to impo-*
verifh others, for following a branch of the pro-
feffion by which they are enriched ?” No: but
as it is to the intereft of the public to have as
many able furgeons as poffible, it is to their in-
tereft to have as few as poffible: as it is to the
intereft of the public to promete the geuneral
cultivation of the fcience, it is to their intereft
to prevent it,

. In regard to pharmacy, they ought to frudy
it more, or practife it lefs; and in regard to
+ phyfic, they theuld give fome proof of their un-
derfianding i, or not pradlife it at all. ~“Though
it is a2 queflion lefs agitated of late, if is of in-
finitely more importance, inaftuch as cafes n
phyfic oceur fo much more frequently, .an.d as
the public are much lefs able to diferimimate
cither the nature of the cafe, or the merit of the
practitioner n phyfic, than in furgery. Surgi-
cal empirics kil their thoufands, but medical
empirics their ten thoufands; not by the knife,
nor by the hatchet, which give alarm, but by
balls, or rather pills, and powder which makes
no report. " | |
ey | & e ¢
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The neceflity of compelling every man to give
fome teft of his medical, as well as chirurgical
abilities, has often been urged, and, I hope,
will not always be urged in vain. Mankind are
tremblingly alive to external difeafes and acci-
dents, which are the moft frequent objeéts of
{urgery ; but as to internal difeafes, no one can
eftimate their importance, but fuch as have made
them the objeds of their laborious refgarch, and
patient inveftigation. The fuperior importance of
phyfic to furgery, holds good even in fleets and ar-
mies, where far more perifh byficknefs than by the
fword: yet a cure in furgery is moft likely to be
crowned with popular applaufe, and to attra®
the admiration both of the great vulgar, and of
the fmall. The reafon is obvions: whatever is
fuperficial, is mnﬁ on a level with their under-

ﬁandmg

- Since, therefore, the knowledge and practice
of phyfic add dignity to the chara&er of ‘a fur-
geon, and the knowledge and practice of phar~
macy do not degrade it; and fince humanity,
policy, reafon, and juftice réquire, that the
public fhould obtain medical affiftance, in ordi-
nary cafes, at a moderate expenfe, no perfons’
can be fo well qualxﬁed to render that affiftance,
as thofe who are well acquainted with the ﬁruc-
ture of the human frame.

Dug
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bill confefs, and even boaft, in their defence of
that bill, font round to the houfe of every
E{:f:_r_. In th'it paper they aflert, that thﬂ}' havc
for ﬁmnv years examined all furgecms and mates
fnr the army and navy; and, they hnpf: w1th
advanta ze to thf.'. publ ic, and credit to thﬂmfelves

Pcrhﬂpa thc}r me'mt to fay, w1th advantagf: to
themiﬂlves that it has not been with advantagf:

to the public, the united voices of all men cry
aloud.

In order to recommend their bill to the Leglf—
laturﬂ at its firft mtmdué‘tmn, they had recourﬁ.':
to i;he pmful expedlent of a falfe a]legatmn and
Prﬁtended thf:y had exammed furgeﬂns and mateb
fﬂl‘ the army, navy, ‘and other forewn fcrﬂce,
gnms The fact is, that hkﬂ father Paul, thnsyr
do not lmmedlately tnuch the money ; but it 15
put into the aggregate fund from whence ﬁvery
]f.‘.xammﬂr draws a fee ever}r day of examination,
befides a gnud dlI]I‘IEI‘ Such are the difinterefted
fervices rendered to the public by thﬂ Court nf
Examiners ; and fuch their pcacc-nff'erlng to
reconcile the Legiflature to the Surgeons® bill !

But we are informed by this author, that the
power g}f that Cﬂurt was too limited to be effec-
tual I fuppﬂfﬂ hf: mcans effectual for makmg
thf:[n Nabobs. That it was efﬁ:é’[ual enough to
enab}c them to do a vaft deal of m1fch1ﬂf his pub-

;) lication
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lication bears ample teftimony ; fince it fhows,'
that, for the fake of felf-intereft, they bad deluged
the army, navy, and the whole empire, with
defpicable pretenders. Perhaps he means, they
had not 2 power to refufe the qualification fee:
in other relpeéts it 1s to be lamented, that the
Legiflature did not fooner fet limits to their
power, or they to their inordinate avarice and
ambition.

Befides other advantages accrumg to the
Examiners, direily or indirectly, for granting
dtplnmas and qualifications, five or fix guineas

~were paid by every furgeon and mate examined

" ‘4t extra courts; which urgent fervice frequently
rendered neceflary. This fum was divided
amnng the Examiners; fo that each Examiner
has been known ta receive feven or eight guineas
a day for his thare. Whether they confidered
this tender as a bribe, or not, it 1s difficult to
determine : it is certain, however, they always
pocketted the affront. | ' _

If the defign of the inftitution of the Court
of Examiners was, to prote¢t fociety from igno-
rance and empiricifin, it is rather furprifing they
{hould not difcover, in lefs than fifty years, that .
they are not armed by the late act of Parliament
with any power to prevent all the quacks in the

kingdom from murdcnng his Majefty’s liege
{ubjects
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fubjeds as faft as they can, It is true, an old
charter gave that power; but then it was or-
dained, that the members of the Corporation
fhould be examined before the Bifhop of Lon-
don, by certain perfons defcribed in that char-

ter :—a provifion which the Examiners them-
felves have not complied with ; a provifion ren-
dered obfolete by difufe, and fuperfeded by the
late a&. If, however, our author’s affertions,
their own affertions, and the aflertions of all the
-world, are true, fome Bithop, or at leaft fome
man of honour and confcience, ought to prefide
over their examinations, in order to prevent the
public from being any longer impofed on.

Our author tells us, that the neceflity for
fome reform, in this refpect, is too apparent to
be contradicted ; and, indeed, this aflertion is fo
true, and his proofsare fo firong, that1 thudder
while I repeat them. But although there 1s too
much truth in the relation, he has overcharged
the picture ; he has negleéted to make the proper
exceptions.

Speaking of the army and navy, How, fays
he, has the fervice heen fupplied with mates ?
(under which term he feems to include furgeons
alfo.) “ How has the fervice been fupplied with
“ mates .—From the hofpitals of Great Britain,
“ the proper feminaries of chirurgical know-

B2 “ledge?
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<6 iedgc ? No t-—--Frn{:-m the pru"itﬂ abodes or
« dumcﬁm tuition of refpectable furgeons 2
« Nﬂ |—How thn::n have they ungmatedi’ Wh}',
«« fmm the fhnps of apﬂthecarms' difcarded ap-
“ Prﬁntmes, and uneducated porters ! But a far
¢ greater number of them, needy adventurers
« from thr: North | — Scotch graduates, that
¢ never faw a dlﬁ'ﬁ&mn, or even handled a
<« kmfc' Precmus fﬂllnws to be entrufted with
L lﬂppmg off legs and arms in a battle !

The education of thefe Scotch gradua,tes, he
tells us, is this: “ They come to town as ig-
< norant and as rufficated, (rifum teneatis?) ds
<.peafants. They walk an hofpital, if they can
« afford it, for thrée months, during which time
¢ they acquire a little technical phrafeology;
¢ and with this fuperficial inftruction, they fally
¢ forth as mates, to difiribute life and death to
« the miferable victims of war.” Are thefe things
fo? If they are, what a reproach to the Cﬂurt of
Examiners, who, by certifying their ablllty, gwe
thefe d.g;’;’rqy;r{g angels their commiffion! for no
furgeon is employed in the public fervice till his
:ablhtms are certified by the Court of Examiners !

« It 15," he adds,  a notorious truth, that at

“ fea they amputate like the barbarians of Abyf-
¢ finia ; only with this difference, that they ufe
«c'a knife inftead of a hatchet. For the trath of
¢ this,



: ( 37 )

« this, Tappeal to the tefiimony of all the naval
“ officers, and to the ‘petition of the Delegates !
¢« Good God!” he adds, ¢ are the lives of his
« Majefty’s feamen, the ‘invulnerable bulwarks
¢“and main palladium of our ftrength, to be
¢ idly facrificed, to pleafe a junto, or pamper
 the fpleen of a faétion '’ [ 'anfiver, No: they
ought neither to be facrificed to pleafe a felf-
eledted junto, who undergo no z¢# of ability, nor
to pamper the luxury of a Court of Examiners,
at their new Banqueting Houfe in Lincol’s Inn
Fields.

But it has been faid, How are the army and
navy to be fupplied with furgeons in time of
war ! T anfwer, By encouraging the cultivation
of the fcience in time of peace. For no man can
be fo ftupid as to imagine, that when war 'is
‘proclaimed at Charing Crofs, a multitude of able
furgeons will fpring up at Surgeons’ Hall like
mufhrooms. It ought to be remarked, that
furgeons and mates are not fent to Surgeons’
Hall, as paupers to a magifirate, to be paffed,
but to be eraminéd; a circumftance which the
Court of Examiners will do well in future' to
remember.

It appears, however, that if the Examiners
have not fufficient power to promote the ‘proper
education of the army and navy furgeons, they

have
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have fufficient power to prevent it; and have
exercifed that power with fuccefs. Having,
from their engagements, as hofpital furgeons and
Examiners, and the prejudice entertained by the
Ppublic in favour of thofe who fill fuch offices,
1o leifure for the extenfive pradice of phyfic or
pharmacy, they endeavour to dilparage thofe who
have more opportunity and more ability ; left
they alfo thould reap advantage from their fitua-
tions, and prevent the elect from drawing all the
beft practice into their vortex. What ra-
tional motive can a young furgeon have, to cul-
tivate the ftudy of pharmacy or of phyfic, when
perbaps his knowledge muft again be laid by,
like an old man of war, after the next cam-
paign ; or he will be rendered for ever incapablc
of attaining the higheft honours in his profeflion !
If the prefent plan of the Court of Examiners be
tolerated, Government muft employ a phyfician
as well as a furgeon, in every thip, and in every
regiment ; or be anfwerable for all the dreadful
confequences that fhall enfue.

If thofe who are fent to Surgeons’ Hall for exa-
‘mination are not qualified, the Examiners fhould
not, for the fake of fordid lucre, certify that they
are, and thereby impofe on Government, and
fign the death-warrants of our brave foldiers and
feamen. But we are told by this author, that

our {feamen are an invulnerable bulwark, Perhaps
he
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he means impregnable : but it is to be hoped he
will add a di¢tionary to the next edition of his
work, as a clue to guide us through thelabyrinth
of his abfurdities. If our gallant feamen are
really invulnerable, the expenfe of examinations
at Surgeons’ Hall, and of furgeons to cut and
flath them, and lop off their legs, is unnecefiary.
But, alas! the records of Greenwich Hofpital,
and even the records of our naval viétories, tell

another tale !

It is the fathion to extol our failors and over-
look our foldiers, as of little or no confequence :
and our author follows the fathion. This par-
tiality is pregnant with ingratitude and injuftice;
and arifes from a predilection for our invincible
bulwark, and an antipathy to continental wars.
Whether this predileétion and this antipathy are
well founded or not, is a queftion for fiate{fmen
to decide; but can neither augment nor diminifth
the merit of the feaman or of the foldier, who have
an equal claim on our gratitude, and equally de-
ferve all the affiftance which their country can
afford, to alleviate the hardfhips of war.

Nor ought thofe furgeons who expofe them-
felves to the danger of peftilential difeafe, and
acquit themfelves with credit in the fervice of
their country, to be forgotten. After fharing
the calamities and fuffering the miferies of war,

F 4 in
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in order to eftablith their fame, and obtain an
honourable afylum i their native land, fhall
they be difappointed at their return ? Shall they
be refufed an afylum, earned by their labours,
merited by their fervices, and guarantied to them
by Parliament ? Shall they, when they anchor
on their native thore, be told that the Court
of Examiners, who thought them fit to praftife
when inexperienced, are doubtful whether they
are fit to practife when experienced ? Shall they
be told, that men living in eafe and affluence,
are afraid of encroachments on their pradtice ?
that the Court of Examiners are troubled with
feruples of confcience ; that they feel compunc-
tion and remorfe, for having let loofe fucha fet of
ruffians to butcher our brave men ? that themr
reft is difturbed and their flumbers are broken by
dreadful dreams, and the frightful apparitions of
our murdered feamen; andthat nothing can quiet
iheir confcience and allay their fears, but an ad-

ditional fee of twenty-eight pounds 2

What if our furgeon fhould have imbibed a
little of the fpirit of a Britifh tar, and fhould dif-
dain to fubmit to an unjuft exaclion, even
though fan&ioned by aét of Parliament? What
if he were to be rejeted by the Examiners,
through fpleen or jealoufy ? or if he were thip-
wrecked and loft his property, or fquandered it

in an improvident manner, as fcamen fquatrLdfr
eir
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their own property, and the Examiners and
Court of Afliftants of the Surgeons’ Company
{quander the property of others, and had not
fufficient left to pay the fees ! In either of thefe
cafes, the Surgeons’ bill would, as our author
truly afferts, provide for him « final and lafling
recompenfe, and a domeftic fettlement ; a fettle-
ment iz a workhoufe ! |

Will it, continues our author, be any exte-
nuation of our guiltinefs, either in the prefent
or fucceeding ages, that we have been prevented
from doing an aét of humanity, becaufe it was
repugnant to the principles of your ILordfhip ?
Here again he pretends, that Lord Thurlow has
prevented them from acquiring or exercifing the
power of examining furgeons for the public
fervice ; a pretence which he knows to be utterly
void of foundation, and which again proves that
he is no defcendant of the Evangelif?.

After infinuating that Government cates lefs
for a man than for a horfe, and facrifices the
lives of our wounded men to fave the expenfe of
their maintenance, for which purpofe the fur-
geons whom he defcribes are admirably quali-
fied, all of whom are examined and approved of
at the Hall ; he again begins defaming Lord
Thurlow, whom he compares to the black fer-
pent of India, which is faid to contain within

G his
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untutored banditti of mehawk furgeons have
been let loofe to mangle and mutilate our brave
tars, he laments that Lord Thurlow has pre-
vented him and his affociates from doing an act
of humanit}l, that 1s, c:{tortmg more money from
the difiributors. of death in our army and navy.
If he and his colleagues have not hitherto done
an act of humanity, they were not prevented by
Lord Thurlow, or any other Lord, but by their
own fordid propenfities, which could not refift
the temptation of gesting rich by degrees.

He:_,afﬁrm-s, that if a potentate in any diftant,
but I;ca]iﬂmd empire, thould read Lord Thurlow’s
harangue, he would conclude, either that the
Enpglith were harbarlans or the orator a mad-
man. . He adds, that if. hlE. Lordfhip is {o defi-
cient in information, it is neceflary he thould be
told, that furgery has been highly cultivated in
this country; and that the Engli/% furgeons have
been refpedtable ever fince the inflitution of the
French academy. The Englifh, he fays, prone
to adopt, and beft calculated to improve it,
feized the embryon, nurfed it with indufiry, and
have brought it near to perfeftion. Such, he
fays, has been our chiryrgical fame, that the {o-
vereigns of Europe fend their furgeons to us for.
education ; and that at the affembly of allies on
the conmtinent, the German, Hanoverian, and

Pruffian foldiers, had eminent furgeons, in-
G2 firucted
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viz. the Aufirians have lately improved the fword-
exercife.

If furgery is become refpectable in England,
it is not owing to the 1pirit of monopoly in the
Corporation, but to the ingenuity of individuals.
The moft important improvement made of late,
or perhaps ever made, in that profeffion, is that
of healing by the firft intention in the greater
operations, and particularly in the flap operation
for the leg; an improvement which preferves the
ufe of the joint of the knee. This was difcovered
and practifed at Liverpool, Manchefter, &c., and
afterwards introduced into this metropolis, not
by examining furgeons, but by fudents in bell-

metal mortars.

It was owing to the difgraceful conduct of fome
of the practitioners of furgery, that the fcience
itfelf did not appear refpectable in the eyes of
Lord Thurlow. That learned Lord felt a juft
indignation at the clandeftine and indecent man-
ner in which the bill was brought into Parlia-
ment ; the grofs mifreprefentations by which it
was fupported; the mean manceuvres by which it
was hurried on; and the fcandalous overbearing
influence by which it was likely to fucceed, in
oppofition to the cleareft evidence of its injuftice.
He was likewile offended at the thameful con-
dudt of the Examiners, in polluting the refidence

of a refpetable fociety of the law with the bodies
¢ of
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extent or vatiety of talents fhould be an exclu-
fion, nor partial interefts or modes of election
fuffered to prevail.  While fuch mockery'of juf-
tice is allowed, neither the College of invalids at
Chelfea, rior the Cnlle-ﬂe of old women at Bram.s'.gjr,'
w'II Want a rival.

But we are told by our ‘intelligent author,
that Lord Thutlow's ififormation is fuperficial,
and that it is furprifing he ¢an fo foon have for-
gmfe‘n, that the ’Legiﬂﬂture has lately conferred
on farriers, what they now refufe to Tufﬂ*éo'ﬁs 3y
and he aferibes & fhare of the blame to his i1,
fhip; tuhﬁ, he fays cither by ‘his vote or dequi=’
efcence, fanéﬁnﬁed that meaftire.  Henée ‘He'
rﬁ.a'ihtﬁiri’g ‘his Lordfhip fhows 'more &Efin%:
a horfe lfhan i'mwa man. But the trutl s, .
the Vﬂt't'nﬁary l‘f!ﬂlege was 1ot founded’ by the
Legiflature, but by private perfons. It has b't"éﬂ
ocf::aﬁunially fquaortf:d by leg'lﬂatlvc grants, fuch
as :11‘1-.Jr i1[11{131111; 'lnﬁ1tut1mr dcmmcjs, ﬂnd' an fm-
pm'tant ¢ ab],lfhfnenf df:f'eri?ffé* It is our auﬁnr
wEu wifhes to. .]‘frﬁl the Exammers, who hayé
a:gw“ﬁﬂmed" the whole empife with g‘ﬁﬁiﬂanf
"i:b'i'urgery, that fhows lefs feeling for
a“;;&;m, ‘than the fupporters of the Vﬂf’ﬁnnary
éoﬂegc ha?e fEDWn fr:sr;:;»r ?:a.fg. ' 'I_'i' ™ i
* Our author ghe‘s’ no actbfl'ﬁt nFﬂI‘é ﬁ&fﬂﬁe‘i df
fdre:gu furgeons infiruéted atEnng'fH feminaries s

- and
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and brings no evidence to fupport his allegation.
It is, in fhort, too abfurd to deferve a ferious re-
futation : we might as well try to refute the rho-
domontade of Gulliver’'s Travels. It is, how-
ever, not improper to remind him, that moft
furgeons who go abroad, only travel to finith
their education ; and it by no means follows,
that-they find better infirucions abroad that at
home. It is the height of impofition to pretend,
that the great mafs of furgeons attending the allied
armies on the Continent, were educated in Eng-
l;a.nd; nor 1s it an eafy tatk to convince us,
that thofe German Princes who take fo much
care to procurc good furgeons, with to. deftroy
their wounded men, in order to avoid the ex-
penfe of maintaining them ; or that the Eleor
of Hanover is more anxious to provide good
furgeons for his army, than the King of Great

Britam, '

When we are told by this author, that the
furgeons who are approved of for our fleets and
armies by the Examiners, lop off legs after the
Abyflinian mode, only with a knife infiead of a
hatchet, we can eafily account how the Ex-
aminers have eftablifhed their chirurgical fame.
It was natural for the fovereigns of Europe to
fuppofe, that the Examiners were ftill more able
amputators than their pupils, who had juft pafled
an examination, and could outdo even what

they
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they faw our younger furgeons perform abroad.
Quid domimi facient, audent cum talia fures ? Qur
author's words are thefe: Such, let me tell
you, has been our chirurgical fame, that the fo-
vereigns of Europe, in imitation of the Ruffian
Czar, have fent their furgeons to us for educa-
tion. When we confider the merit of their pu-
pils, and the miraculous exploits which they
have achieved in every part of the globe, we
cannot wender that their Tutors and Examiners
fhould receive glory from refleftion. We cannot
wonder that their renown is gone forth into all
Jands, and their names unto the ends of the
‘world.

But whatever may be their chirurgical fame,
let me advife them to give the public no caufe to
fufpeét the juftice of their official condué ; no
longer to invade the privileges of the Corpora-
tion ; no longer to obtain money under falfe pre-
tences ; no longer to threaten with heavy fines
thofe whom the law does not prohibit to prac-
tife ; no longer by intimidation to extort upwards
of twenty-eight pounds from army and navy
furgeons, whom the law allows to practife.
Should they continue fuch illegal exactions,
their fame may be farther extended; their Ho-
nours may crofs the lme, ot their Worfhips may
reach Botany Bay.
‘ H After
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- After expatiating on the horrid cruelties exer-
cifed on our brave foldiers and feamen, our au-
thor adds, ¢ State emergencies, or the calami-
““ ties of war, might have reconciled us even to
‘¢ this,” Dean Swift obferves, that it is won-
derful with what philofophy we bear the misfor-
tunes of other people. Siate emergencies,. fays
our author, or the calamities of war, might have
reconciled us even tothis: butthe evil was mare
extenfive ; for thefe men, on the return of peace,
thruft themiclves on the bofom of fociety, and
‘commit the fame enormities in domefiic prac-
‘tice, that they have been accuftomed to exercife
on the continent and the ocean, Aye, there’s
the rub : he tells us, that thofe precious fellows
lop the limbs.of  ouir brave feamen, and butcher
“them in the moft horrid manner; yet he could be
-reconciled to this; and from the fafe {hore behold
their: floating carcafes, with manly patience and
Chriftian refignation. But whﬂn peace; COMmES,
‘he fears they might encreach on his practice;
that they might be fo audacious as to thruft
themfclves on the bgfim of focietys; nay, and
even to jettle in the wvery heart- of the town. ; But
what has he to fear from fuch rivals, even if any
of them are men of abilities, fince he informs
us, mankind cqunot difcriminate ? And what ha_?f:
the public to:fear from furgeons, in whom he

afluires us they will place no confidence ¢ |
- ' If
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If a fufficient number of competent furgeons
do not offer themiélves for the public fervice,
that is not the fault of the Examiners; but it is
the moft horrid of all crimes, to let loofe a fet
of defperadoes, to facrifice the lives of our brave
defenders, and to defiroy thofe whom the fword
has fpared. 1f good furgeons were wanting, it
was the duty of Government to employ the beft
they could procure; but it was the duty of the
Court of Examiners to reject the bad ; and not,
for the fake of perquifites, approve and recoms-
mend thofe, whom they afterwards declare un-
qualified. But thus it will ever be, while hu-
man nature is corrupt, if men are fuffered to
have an intereft in doing wrong.—The Exa-
miners ought to have a fixed falary; and a {um
proportioned to their falary thould be deduéted
for non-attendance ; but they fhould not be fuf-
fered to fell indulgences and difpenfations, for
the thedding of innocent blood.

If the affertions of the author of the Dreffing
be true; thefe cenfurés are not fevere; but, I
believe, he has exaggerated a real grievance.
What, then, can give rife to fuch a falfe accufa-
tion, and fuch a foul afperfion ? Self-intereft.—
The fame fordid motives, which tempted the
Examiners at firft to admit thofe furgeons, and
to certify their qualification, now tempt them
to deny it. Firft they came with an irrefifiible

: H 2 argu-
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argument in their hands; with a metal which
firikes its beholders with blindnefs: now they
come without that fafcinating oblation. = Firfi
they came young and inexperienced ; but now
they come as experienced practitioners, farmida-

ble opponents, and rival candidates for fortune
and for fame.

From the confident manner in which our Bo-
badil boafis of his knowledge and that of his
confederates, it might be imagined that all learn-
ing is centred in them, and all improvements
flow from them. W%, fays he, could have dif-
criminated genius ; we could have feledted it
from the common mafs of empiriciim, and have
recommended it to notice. But mankind cannot
difcriminate, and therefore will confide only in
men like us, made eminent by fuccefsful pradtice,
and fanclioned by general approbation. Alas!
by his own account, mankind have confided in
them to their coft ! They, who, it feems, are not
a part of mankind, but a fuperior order of beings,
have an exclufive facnlty of difcriminating ge-
nius, and power of recommending it to notice.
Thefe endowments have  difplayed themfclves
in a fingular manner during the prefent wars;
in which the geniufes difcriminated and recom-
mended by them have, according to our auther,
infli¢ted perpetual martyrdom on our brave {ol-
dicrs and failors; and fallied forth, like fo many

demons,
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demons, to diftribute death to the miferable
victims of war. Out of thine own mouth will T
judge thee. 1f our author’s account is accurate,
and his picture not overcharged, the Examiners
need not care whether the fovereigns of Europe
have heard of their chirurgical fame or not,
fince they will have fuch a noble army of martyrs
to praife them.

But in order that their chirurgical and medical
fame may proceed pafibus wquis, and ftand an
equal chance of being tranfmitted to pofierity,
and an equal chance of attaining immortality, I
will infert a prefcription, which I have juft been
favoured with by a medical friend of great dif-
crimination, written by one of that learned
corps ;—a prefcription of a compofition which
may jufily be called a catholicon, both becaufe
it is as likely to cure one difeafe as another, and
becaufe the publication of it may be of univerfal
advantage to mankind. To render it the more
extenfively ufeful, I fhall publifh it in Englifh.
Take of conferve of orange-peel fix drachms, cin-
nabar of antimony, gum guaiacum, and powder of
valerian, of each two drachms and a half, milk
-of fulphur, and powder of tin, of each three
drachms, diuretic falt, and powder of ginger, of
cach one drachm, camphor (diffolved in fpirit),
fifteen grains, fyrup of ginger as much as is {uf-
ficient to make an cleétyary. Any panegyric on
I ““the
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compliment them in conjunétion with one
couplet at parting :

Fortunati ambo! fi quid mea carmina poffunt,
Nulla dies unquam memori vos eximet @vo.

It is known to moft furgeons, that the prefent
Examiners have neither been the firft to make
improvements in the practice of furgery, nor the
firft to adopt them : neither have they been re-
-markable for eleé’unu‘ men of merit. John
Hunter himfelf never was chofen an Examiner ;
and notwithfianding a fneer thrown out in a
daily paper againft dentifts, could he have ob-
tained a featin that court, he would have had no
objection to meet his old friend Mr. Spence
there. Dr. Hunter, who was likewife a mem-
ber of the Corporation, if he had lived till this
time, would have been excluded from that fitu-
ation, byan illiberal and invidious bye-law. Se-
veral of the firft furgeons, anatomifis, and me-
dical charaéters of the prefent age, labour under
the fame unnatural difability, that of knowing
tao much; an infuperable bar to a feat in that
learned fociety.

I have heard of fome furgeons, who thanked
God they knew nothing of phyfic: I was glad
to hear that they thanked God for any thing:
their h::ads, } prefume, are {o overcharged with

furgery,
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ble originiof the Corporation of Sui'gcnns,-and
obferves, that the Nile itfelf is colleéted from
fingle rivulets,—His own ill-begotten perform-
ance reminds us of the Jeadlefs trunks and un-
thapely monfiers found on its banks.—He af-
firms, that a barber mufi, in the nature of
things, be an unchangeable and unimprovable
animal. If fo, our author, who is a great block-
head, would have been guite the barber: he
would have been a peruke maker to a hair. The
- fovereigns of the Barbers’ Company would have
heard of his tonforial fame, and his name would

have refounded from pole to pole.

- He informs Lord Thurlow, that befides ana-
tomy and phyfiology,—chemifiry, pharmacy, and
botany, form a part of the education of furgeons,
This proves, that fome of the offspring of the
Barbers’ Company may flill boaft of their ori-
ginal characteriftics. They are unchangeable
and unimprovable animals. Naturam expellas
furca, tamen ufgye recurrct.—After loading fiu-
dents in bell-metal mortars with the moft illi-
beral farcaims, and trying to difparage them by
the moft infolent reproaches, be tells us, that
he himfelf is a fludent in bell-metal mortars ! How
unfortunate it is, that the art of memory did not
alfo make a part of his education ; or that he
did not avail himfelf of hLis botanical knowledge,
and take fome hellebore fo purge his brain! But,
’ I alas !
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of defirudion, either by the foldier or the law;
yer; either in the fhapc of a deed or of a drum.
Thefe are pernicious to the prefent generation ;
but let it be converted into an act of Parliament,
called 4 Surgeons’ Bill, to quench the flame of
{cience, and to fanétify plunder and oppreflion,
and it becomes a curfe to all pofterity.—QOur
author tells Lord Thurlow, that thofe who read
Hippocrates, will be furprifed at not finding him
among his difeafes.. The author and his friends
will find a great refemblance of him in the
difcafe called the plague; for to them he certainly
is fuch. But the profound phyfician even there
contemplates the falutary defign of nature; and
admires the powerful infirument fhe employs, to
expel fomething noxious from the body. That
inftrument is a type of the generous ardour dif-
played by the noble Peer, when he expelled
that noxious venom called The Surgeons’ Bill
from the Houfe of Lords, and from all civilized
fociety. SE st

Our author alleges, that if the members of
his community had been bred lawyers, they
might have been able to cajole a jury.—That a
lawyer of talents fhould fometimes attempt to
cajole a jury, is not at all furprifing; but it is
really furprifing, that a man who wants that
sdvantage, fhould attempt to cajole #he oracles

p I 2 of
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ene to the principles of the Surgeons’ Bill, the
public may judge, from perufing the following
Petition of a majority of the Corporation, pre-
fented to the Houfe of Lords.

The HUMBLE PETITION of the Peti-
tioning Members of the Corporation of
Surgeons of London, on bebalf of them-
Jfelves, and other Members of the faid Cor-

paration,

SHEWETH,

THAT there is now a bill depending in the
Houfe  of’ Lords, entitled, <¢ A Bill for ereting
“ the'Corporation of Surgeons of London into a
“ College ; and for continuing and confirming,
“ to fuch. College  certain rights, privileges, and
‘ immunities ;”—by which it appears, that cer-
tain perfons, nineteen in number, (eleven of
whom are the petitioners for the faid bill;) being
the prefent Mafter, Wardens, and a part of the
Court of Affiftants of the faid Company of
Surgeons, together with two other perfons, to be
named by the faid nineteen, are to have the ab-
folute fupervifal and control of all the concerns
of the faid College, during the term of their re-
fpective lives; and to have wvefted exclufively
: Il
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might often aflemble together for the good and
due order, exercife,and knowledge in the {cience
or faculty of {urgery.

That a charter was granted by his late Ma-
jefty King James the Firfi, to the faid Corpora-
tion of Barbers and Surgeons, confiituting four
governors and twenty-four affiftants; the gover-
nors to be eleted annually by and out of the
faid affiftants, who were appointed for life.

That the faid governors and afliftants were
empowered to make good and reafonable bye-
laws for the government of the faid commonalty.

That, by an act pafled in the eighteenth year
of the reign of King George the Second, the
Corporation of Bagbers.and Surgeons was di-
vided into {eparate corporations.

That the faid act likewife appointed a mafter,
two wardens, ten examiners, and twesnty-one
affiftants, of the Corporation of Surgeons; the
faid mafter and wardens {o be annually elefied
by and out of the faid affifiants, who, as well as
the faid examiners, were appointed for life.

That the faid aét empowered the faid mafter
and wardens, or any two of them, with nine or
mor¢ of the faid afliftants, to make, ordain, re-

voke,
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Ennféquenee of, and under the authority of the
laft-recited act.

That the faid petitioners (originally eleven in
number) for the bill now depending before your
Lordthips, being the Mafter, Wardens, and part
of the Court of Affiftants aforefaid, did petition
the Honourable the Houfe of Commons, as well
as your Lordfhips, for the faid bill, without con-
vening your petitioners, or any part of the faid
commonalty of the faid Corporation, or giving
the leaft notification, in any manner or form
whatfoever, to your petitioners, or any part of
the faid commonalty, that fuch a meafure was
in contemplation, or fuch a bill folicited : and
the faid bill had actually pafied through the Ho-
nourable the Houfe of” Cﬂmmﬂns, and had been
twice read in this ng%t Honourable Houfe,
and afterwards committed, and was ready to be
reported, before your petitioners knew or heard
of the claufes or contents of the faid bill.

That your petitioners, being 178 in number,
on hearing of the fame, humbly petitioned your
Lordfhips, that the faid bill might not pafs into
a .law; when your Lord{hips were pleafed to
order the faid bill to be re-committed.

That evidence was produced before the Right
K Honour-
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Honourable Commﬂtce, to whum the ‘ﬁilﬂ bill
was fo referred.

That it appears, from the faid evidence, that
the faid Mafter, Wardens, and Affiftants, have
alienated the property of the commonalty afore-

faid, to a large amount, without their knowledgc
or confent.

- That they have, as alfo appears from the faid
evidence, made purchafes, of a very improvident
hature, of frechold property, and greatly beyond
the extent allowed by law ;—fo much fo, that
the faid eftate cannot be held by the faid Corpo-
ration, but ftands now in the name of {ruftees :
and ftock in the funds, to the amount of g,000l
and upwards, was fold out at 8/ per cent. which
coft the faid Corporation, upon an average, 76/.
per cent. in order to make fuch purchafe.

That it further appears by the fame evidence,
and 1s efpecially confirmed by a minute, or pro-
teft, entered upon the records of the faid Cor-
poration, by John Gunning, Efq. the then Mafter
of the faid Corporation, that grofs mal-adminie
firation did then, and had, for fome time pre-
vious thereto, prevailed in the affairs of the faid
Corporation.—That large and unneceflary fums
were expended on dinners for the Court of Af-
fiftants.—That the faid Court had raifed their
. own
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own former fees, and added others thereto.—
That their accounts were not duly auditedi—
That their library was without books, and their
theatres without leGtures.—That they had neither
inftituted lectures in furgery or anatomy of ahy
mportance, although certain legacies or bequefis
had been profefledly appropriated for that pur-
pofe.—That they had held out no reward to
rifing merit; and that the futile attempts which
they had made towards the promotion of the faid
fciences, although found in the end to be totally
madequate and ineffe¢tual, had yet been {hame=

fally expenfive. ‘

‘That it further appears, by evidence, that the
Mafier, Wardens, and Court of Affifiants have,
fince the paffing the faid act of the 18th of
George the Second; received, in fees, quarterages,
and by other means, 80,000l and upwards,
although, during that period, they do not ap-
pear to have taken any one material ftep for the
public good, or for the advancement of the
fcience of furgery.

That it further appears, that the faid Exa-
miners have, during the faid period, received for
their own private ufe 16,000l and upwards, al-
though the petitioners for the bill, in their peti~
tion, flate themfelves to have examined all per-
fons offering themfelves as candidates for fur-

K 2 geons:
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geons or furgeons’ mates in his Majefty's fervice,

and the Eaft India Company’s fervice, without
any recompenfe whatever,

That it appears in evidence, that few, if any,
of the abufes fo complained of, (though near
feven years have elapfed fince the recording of
the faid minute or proteft,) have been remedied
or attempted to be remedied.

© That it 1s apparent, as well from the f{aid evi-
dence, as from certain refolutions of the faid
Corporation which have been erafed, interlined,
and altered, fubfequent to the pafling of the {ame,
that the real object of the faid bill is to obtain,
from the Legiflature, an aét of indemnification
for certain informal and illegal proceedings, al-
-though it profefles only to have in view the bet=
“ter regulation of the praclice of furgery.

That the faid bill, if pafled into a law, will
operate moft injurioufly to your petitioners, and
the reft of the faid commonalty of the faid
Company of Surgeons, in the following, among
other particulars, viz. L

It gives to the fame identical perfons, (butun-
der different titles and denominations,) whofe
mal-adminifiration of their prefent powers has
been thus fully proved, abfolute fupervifal and
control over your petitioners, and their affairs

and
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and interefts as members of the faid Corpora-
tion. It annihilates all their prefent privileges,
and takes from the commonalty their ancient
right of meeting in a general court, however ur-
gent or important the occafion may be. It vefis
in the fame perfons, (fubjet to no control or
inquiry on the part of the commonalty,) all the
lands, tenements, rents and revenues, monies
and flocks, of the faid Corporation. It gives to
the faid perfons, power to choofe, in future, a
lecturer from their own body, with a fuitable fti-
pend, although, according to the prefent laws of
the faid Corporation, the leflurer, or lecturers,
are to be chofen from the members of the Cor-
poration at large. It obliges your petitioners
folemnly to fwear to the obfervance of fuch laws
and ordinances as may be enaéled by the faid
perfons, however obnoxious, unjuft, and impo-
litic they may be, although the faid common-
alty are to have no voice in the faid laws, or
choice in the appointment of thofe who make
them.

As the faid bill now ftands, it will operate as

a ratification, or legalization, of certain aliena-
“fions, purchafes, and other aéts, made and done
by the faid perfons, injurious to your petitioners,
and the faid Corporation, and, (as they are ad-
vifed,) contrary to the law of the land. It rati-
fies, and confirms indifcriminately, all the pre-
fent
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fent bye-laws of the faid Curpora.tmu, although
the faid bye-laws are not fet out in the faid bill,
and fome of them contain drﬂmrﬂwns betwecn.
different branches of furgery, and prohibitions
refpecting the fame, as illegal, (as your petition-
ers are advifed,) in their foundation, as they are
odious in their principle, and unJuﬁ i their
operation.

That ynur petitioners humhI} apprehend th¢
fmd hill ta be as defective in public pdhcy, as lt
is Br-::ﬂ'nant thh prwate injury.

" That ::hangmg the titles of the Maﬁer, War-
dens, and Court of Affifiants, which are mere
mumc:pa] diftinétions, into others, 1mpﬂrt1ng
cqllerfmtc rank, and to which no eminence nf
ikill, diligence, or talents, can elevate the mem-
bers of the Corporation at large, muft not only
check and deftroy that emulation, upon which
Pcrf'ﬂ&mn in all {cience depends ; but expofes the
members at large to difgraceful compari{ons,
dithonourable and demgator}; to the feelings of
any body of learned and enlightened men.

That thofe who are to fucceed the faid perfons
n the ranks and diftinétions alluded to, namely,
the Prefident, Vice-Frefidents, Cenfors, and
Counfellors, are not called upon for any tefii-
monial of ability, any public preof of their fkill

and
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and learning, or emulative conteft of fuperior
talent, with the reft of the members of the faid
College, previous to their election, but are merely
to be nominated by their predeceffors, as intereft
or connexion may incline.

That the faid bill does not provide for any re-
gular {yftem of improvement in the fcience of
furgery, or hold out any fpecies of encourage-
ment or reward to rifing merit; the leclures
provided for in the faid bill, being but few in
number, and at an improper feafon of the year.

That, notwithfianding the evidence before al-
luded to, has proved the prefent revenues of the
CurPuratiﬂn to be fuiﬁci&ntly ample, and equal to
every fair and honourable purpofe, being 2,000/
and upwards per annum, the prefent bill feeks to
enlarge the jurifdi¢tion of the petitioners for the
bill, from f{even to ten miles round London, for
no other reafon, as your petitioners can difcover,
but to fwell the faid revenues, by impofing an
expenfe of near 30/. for a grand diploma, upon
every perfon pratifing furgery in any degres
whatever, within the faid diftance of ten miles,
however humble the practitioner, or obfcure the
village in which he may refide; and by increafing
the fine for fo practifing, without having obtained
the faid diploma, from five to ten pounds.

4 That
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‘That your petitioners, having nothing more at
heart, than the promotion of the honour of a
profeflion, with which their own perfonal cha-
racters are fo immediately identified, and anxious
that fome well-digefted, and regulated fyfiems,
thould be efiablithed, for a purpofe fo beneficial
to the pubhc, have repeatedly requefied of the
petitioners for the bill, that a deputation from
your petitioners might wait on them for that
purpofe; but fuch their applications have not
even been favoured with an anfwer.

That if your Lordfhips fhould think it expe-
dient to interpofe, by giving a new conftitution
to the furgeons, your petitioners entreat, from
the wifdom and jufiice of your Lordthips, fuch
falutary provifions, as may preferve them from

the prejudicial confequences refulting from the
faid bill; and create that emulative impulfe to

learning and fkill, which it muft neceflarily de-
firoy ; and open to the profeflion at large, the
pofiibility, profpect, and hope, of accomplithing
the true ends of a liberal inftitution, and of par-
ticipating in thofe profeffional honours and dif-
tinctions, which the petitioners for this bill feek
exclufively for themfelves, at the expenfe of that
community, over whom they were appointed the

guardians and protectors. |
And your petitioners thall ever pray, &e.

THays
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Twus it appears, that the property /i// belongs
to the members of the Corporation at large. The
privileges of electing, and of being eligible, to all
offices, did belong to them. The firft was taken
from them by an a&f of Parliament ; the fecond,
by an a of the Legiflature in the purlieus of New-
gate.

Then, as well as now, Parliament was impofed
on: then, by the fpecious and plaufible pre-
tence of a bill, to feparate the Surgeons from
the Barbers’ Company; now, by the pretence,
equally fpecious and plaufible, of a bill to erect
.the Corporation of Surgeons into a College. The
aggrandifement of furgery,—this is the honied .
word that covers that deadly poifon—De/potifin ;
this is the rouge that adorns that hideous harlot
— Extortion; this is the gilded pill, to make that
bitter draught, ke Surgeons’ Bill, go down.

When the governors of the Surgeons’ Com-
pany apply to Parliament for new powers, it 1s
incuambent on them, at leaft, to point out one
- power already granted to them, which they have
not abufed. For applying to Parliament for an
act, to ereét the Corporation of Surgeons into a
College, they may plead the example of the
learned focieties of Edinburgh and Dublin; for
excluding medical fcience from their council,

L they
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they may plead the example of the dird of wif-
dom, "cnmm'dnly called an ow/; who fhuts his
eyes againfl the light.

By that obnoxious byc-law, feveral furgeons
to the Royal Family, who have profefledly prac-
tifed pharmacy, are excluded ; others, who have
practifed it in a more clandeftine manner, have
been admitted into the number of the eleét, and
fome have continued to praétife it. This affected
contempt of the knowledge of drugs has not
reached the higher ordets of fociety ;—it is a va-
pour confined to 7ot grounds. The laft {urgeons
advanced to the dignity of a baronet of Great
Britain, aud to the rank of Serjeant Surgeon, and
of Surgeon in Extraordinary to his Majefiy,
were all practitioners of pharmacy. Surely Par-
liament will not fanction a bye-law, to exclude
fuch perfons from office; or, atleaft, to caft a
fticma on their reputations; nor confent to de-
grade ¢ the man, whom the King delighteth to
“ honour,”

One difinguifhed charadter alluded to, is not

a member of the Corporation; but was en-
titled to fettle and praétife, as an army furgeon.
Him they tried to compel to enter into their
Company ; but he refufed to accept of that ho-
nour on compulfion; or to pay them his guineas
on
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on compulfion, though to him guineas were ¢ as
« plenty as blackberries,”

When the Legiflature of the Surgeons’ Com-
pany pafied an a&, that every furgeon advanced
to the dignity of a Serjeant Surgeon, fhould be
elected an Examiner, and Mafter of the Com-
pany, perhaps they did not confult either the ho-
nour or intereft of the Company ; as it 1s poflible
fome future Lord Chamberlain, in whofe depart-
ment the appointment is faid to be, may follow
the example of Caligula, and appoint his horfe ;
or another animal, more celebrated for his /engrh
of ears than for his w/dom.

‘The Legiflators of the Corporation were rather
too obfeqguious, in their zeal to thow their grati-
tude tn_the'Cﬂurt_Surgﬁﬂns, for their afliftance
and influence in procuring the Surgeons’ bill of
that day ; a bill which enabled them in future
to elect themfelves. This was a moft abfurd
and unjuft provifion : for if they were the moft
felect Surgeons of the Corporation, and the beft
judges of merit, nothing could more incontefi-
ably prove the propriety of continuing the pri-
vilege of eletion in the Corporation at large,
and the flagrant injuftice of robbing them of that
right,

L2 . When
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honour him ; they difhonour themfelves. Ne-
verthelefs, this obffruction to the preferment of a
Serjeant Surgeon, in Surgeons’ Hall, is an evi/
of the firft magnitude : but there are certain
State-do&tors who are of opinion that the evil
may be cured by the royal touch, and the of-
Sruction by taking penny royal.

‘Befides five or fix hundred members, who re-
fide within the limits of the jurifdifiion of the
Corporation, there are above twelve hundred
who have paffed a fimilar examination, and are
declared by the lift annually publithed by the
Court of Affiftants, to be entitled to the {everal
privileges, franchifes, and immunities granted
by the late a&t of Parliament to the Surgeons’
Company: almoft all of them practife pharmacy.
Upon difcharging the note which they give, as a
fecurity for paying the remaining half of the ad-
miffion fine, they may receive the grand diploma,
and be entitled to the privilege of refidence, and
the full advantage of the late at, and of all the
charters of the Corporation. Of courfe, when the
rights of the refident members are invaded, their
rights are invaded alfo. |

Many of thofe practitioners, difperfed through
the various cities and towns of Great Britain, and
over all parts of the globe, are in no refpeét fe-

'r:ﬂnd_ to the Examiners, or to any other members
of
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Examiners, it ought not to pafs unnoticed, that
they extended the claufz of exclufion from their
court to midwifery, from a pique aganft an in-
dividual ; an hofpital furgeon, and a man of un-
exceptionable abilities. By a like partial and tyran-
nical decifion, they have excluded a Wathen,
an excellent furgeon, and the firft oculift of this
age and nation. Perhaps it is not to their intereft
to render fuch tranfcendent merit ftill more con-
fpicuous, or to make the public mere fharp-
Sfighted ! _ '

Latet anguis in herbd! Jealoufy has no fmall
thare in fuch tranfactions. If the chief obje&t of
their aim were the public good, a Cruikfhank
would not have been declared ineligible; a
Hunter would not have been kept in the back-
ground ; a Cline would not be condemned to
wafte the flower of his profeffional life ina Court
of Afiifiants; the talents of an Abernethy would
be brought forward in their bloom ; and certain
members of the Court, whofe abilities, either
through age or natural infirmities, are as dor-
mant as the powers of the Corporation over which
they prefide, would lengthen the lift of yellow
admirals, and ¢ retire to their favin fields, to cul-
¢ tivate cabbages.”

In regard to refufing the honours and diffinc-
tions of office, to a furgeon who devotes himfelf
principally
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ers, may appear incongruous with the rank of an
Examiner, whether it be pharmacy, or the prac-
tice of a dentift, oculift, aurift, or lithotomift, or
the cure of the lues venerea, or the operation for
‘the fifiula, or the cure of any of the various ills that
fleth is heir to, let fuch incongruity, and fuch
incompatibility with the character of an Exa-
miner, be declared at once, either by an act of
Parliament, or by an unalterable refolution of
the Court of Examiners of the Corporation, or
Council of the College. If the dignity of the
Court or Council be the prime objet, it will be
fufficiently confulted by paffing a law, to prohi-
bit fuch practices from the time of eleétion to
office: but let it not be an unfettled point, liable
to perpetual variation, according to the whim or
intereft of the rulers of the Company.

Such has been their conduét hitherto, fuch
the mifmanagement of the affairs of the Corpo-
ration, and fo little has the intereft of the mem-
bers in general been confidered, that I have becn
atked by many of them, if I could inform them
what privileges they enjoyed, and what advan-
tage they derived from belonging to the Corpo-
ration. Some remarked, that they knew of no
privileges belonging to the members at large, but
the privileges of paying fines, and ferving trouble-
fome offices, while they are excluded from thofe
which are lucrative. Such were not the leaft

M ready
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ready to join in oppofing an augmentation of
power, in thofe who had fo much abufed what
they poflefled ; knowing that they had nothing
but new impofitions and new oppreflions to ex-
pect 5 and more to fear from their jealoufy than
to hope from their favour,

It is well known that furgery is greatly im-
proved of late years, and much more cultivated
than before. For this we are indebted to the
Monroes and the Hunters, as well as to the many
able profeflors of anatomy and furgery of the pre-
fent day ; moft of whom, as well as of their
pupils, are declared ineligible to the Court of
Examiners. Thus they are rather degraded than
honoured, by belonging to fuch an inftitution ;
and it is well known that the greater part of the
members entered into the Company, not from
any hopes of receiving benefits from being mem-
bers of the Corporation, but from a dread of
vexatious profecutions.

It is alfo well known, that quacks of all deno-
minations have long been fuffered to practife
with impunity. For their attempt to impofc
fome refiraint on fuch impoftors and fcourgers of
the human racc, the authors of the Surgeons'
bill deferve the thanks of the public. 8§ fie

ﬁfﬁ'ﬂ; gmnia l
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If the boafted fpecifics of out quacks are fuch
as is pretended, a few thoufands applied to the
purchafe of them would be as well expended, as
the millions lavifhed in {flaughtering the human.
fpecies. |

“ To fave is greater far than to deftray.”

1f the boafted fpecifics are fuch,, it is, at leaft,
impolitic and inhumane to lay an impoft on
them: and to take away one comfort from the
wretched, or to add one thorn to the bed of
ficknefs.

But while we applaud the condu& of the
framers of the bill in regard to irregulars, we can
find no apology for their treatment of thofe
whom their own diploma ftamps as regulars. - If
they are perfons whofe want of abilities can re-
fle(t any difgrace on the fociety, at the time of
admiffion, their admiffion refleéts a greater di(-
grace on thofe, who, from mercenary motives,
admit them. In that cafe the public, who are
the viclims of the banditti let loofe upon them,
can never repay their obligation. If they are
properly qualified at their admiffion to become
members, nothing but felf-intereft and a {pirit of
monopoly, both of Homours and emolument,
both of office and practice, can prompt the Exa-
miners, the moment after they have taken their

M2 money,
L "
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money, to infult them with a book of bye-laws,
which informs them, that unlefs they confine
them{clves to furgery alone, and ftarve, the moft
mdefatigable attention, and greateft exertion of
talents, fhall never raife them one fiep higher ;
but that they thall rather be degraded by entering
mto the Corporation.

Such a manceuvre ¢tan never be juftified,
even if it could be proved by an Examiner,
that he pofiefles the fnforium commune of
the whole Corporation ; that thc rays of
all learning arc concentrated in the focus of
bis pericranium ; and that the fun of f{cience
only fhines, to illumine the hemifphere of his
brain. :

- It has been rumoured, that the opponents of
the late bill oppofed the erection of the Corpo-
ration into a College. If it is meant that they
oppofed the eftablifhment of a College of defpots,
it is true; if it is meant that they oppofed the
eftablithment of a College of Surgeons, on a li-
beral foundation, it is falfe. They did not wifh
for Prefidents, who were not the objects of their
choice, and had given no proofs of deferving it ¢
they did not wifh for Cenfors who deferve cenfure -
they did not with for jelf-elected Counfellors,
vefied with ‘arbitrary powery in a gultilude of
whom there could be no fufeiy.

Had
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Fad there been the leaft intention of oppofing.
the aggrandifement of the Corporation, and its
erection into a College, the oppofition would
have commenced, when the defign of foliciting
new honours was firft announced in the public
prints, or during the progrefs of the bill, in its
three ftages in the Houfe of Commons, or its
two firft ftages in the Houfe of Lords; but the
members of the Corporation at large, were fo
Hfar from feeking for an occafion of oppofition,
that while they are accufed by their oppreflors of
unneceffary refiftance, and of being too for-
ward in their interference, I have heard them
blamed by more than one diftinguithed member
of the Legiflature, for being fo fupine, and for
fuffering fuch an infamous bill to remain fo long
unoppofed. Had the members of the Corpora-
tion thought it pofiible that fuch a bill could be
propofed to a Britith Parliament, and that it
could be difguifed under fuch a fpecious cover,
or bad the members of the Legiflature under-
ftood the rights of the Corporation as well as they
do now, this neglett would not have happened.

The members of the Corporation, to a man,
as far as I have heard their opinions, condemn
the governors of the Corporation for their impro-
vident fale, and their improvident purchafe;
and, had they been litigious, had they been fe-
vere to punifh their faults, would have brought

an
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an action againft them for dilapidation, Fad
they been cager to refift every encroachment on
their privileges, they would not have let the fa-
vourable opportunity {lip, when their fiewards
~carried a bill into Parliament without their con-
fent, to obtain indemnification for difpofing of
their: property without their confent, and for in-
fringing the law of the land. For a part of the
governors ot a Corporation to bring in any bill,
relative to the Corporation, without convening a
general meeting, or even giving notice to its
members of fuch a meafure, is, as far as I know,
an unparalleled proceeding, anda mofi indgcent
attempt. ' The authors of fuch a meafure talk of
an unbecoming oppofition, with an ill grace.

Had the members of the Corporation at large,
entertained an idea of refifting the proper au-
thority of their governors, they would have be-
gun their operations earlier, and not ham? waited
till the framers of the bill were entrenched in
their-camp, and fortified by redoubts ; till they
had firengthened their intereft by a perfonal
canvafs, and general folicitations of fupport. As
to the title of College, it was fo far, in itfelf,
from bein g an objection to the bill, that it rather
foothed the vanity of the members of the Corpo-
ration, lulled their fufpicion, and charmed to
r¢ft the dragen that guarded the Hefperian

_frait. >
Well
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Well might every member of the Corporation
be alarmed, who was capable of comprehending
the bill, and not prepared to facrifice the rights
of the Corporation, the public intereft, and his
own real private intereft, to fome apparent pri-
vate intereft, the hopes of patronage, the hopes
of prefcriptions, or the hopes of a dinner. Per-
haps I ought to except from the folly of facri-
ficing their own real private intereft, thofe who
would with to exclude the practitioners of mid- |
wifery and pharmacy, whether of fuperior merit
or not, in order that they themfelves may have
the greater chance of fucceeding to preferment.
If the bill thould pafs, thefe will have their re-
Wards

Well might every member of the Corporation
be alarmed, when, inftead of paying no taxes but
with their own confent, a bill was pending in
Parliament, to grant an unlimited power of
taxing them, to perfons in whofe election they
had no vote. Well might they be alarmed,
when all their property was to be alicnated, all
their rights annihilated ; and an oath to be taken,
on admiffion into the College, which no Eng-
lithman, who deferves thc name, would fala
low, and no Turkith bathaw would im pofe.

Such a bill, fo' repugnant to the mild and
equitable fyfiem of our laws, and fo defiitate of
every
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every principle of jufiice, could never have met
with {upporters, if it had not been congenial to
the domineering {pirit of certain tyrannical chief-
priefis, and if the Devil had not got into Eden..

When the friends of the bill pretend, that the
former tax on the members of the Society, under
the denomination of quarterage, was deemed an
object by the members of the Corporation, they
are not deceived themielves, but they endeavour
to deceive others, and are athamed to confefs the
truth. Had that been thought worthy of objec-
tion, it would have been objected to before the
bill was brought forward, and before the amount
of the tax was reduced. But in the late bill, pro-
vifion was made for allowing an unlimited power
of taxation to perfons not chofen by the Corpo-
ration; a power never granted to thofe who were
formerly chofen by them, and in whofe integrity
they placed confidence.

Among the taxes impofed by their mana-
gers on the Corporation, the late alienations of
their houfe, and part of their ftock, are not the
Jeaft. The fiock was fold at more than twenty
per cent. lefs than the price at which it was pur-
chafed : and as to the houfe, commonly called
Surgeons’ Hall, or the Surgeons’ Theatre, in the
Old Bailey, they had negleéled to’ repair it fo
much, that although it appecars a good edifice,

and
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and far from old, it was like to tumble about
their ears. ‘They are not fond of any fuch mufic,
and do not wifh to be concerned in any Jfuch di-
lapidations. They chofe rather to become the
managers of a frolling company, and bought a
new Theatre in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, which has
an avenue leading from Portugal Strect; a {pot
formerly celebrated for theatrical performances.
This may be called the New Playhowfe in Portugal
Street.

It has been the opinion of fome people, that
the farce of The Devil on Two Sticks, fo often
acted at the late Theatre in the Old Bailey, for
the benefit of the Managers, will be laid afide ;
and a total change of performances take place.
But unlefs the auri facra fames, et amor feelerctus
habendi, which blazed like the late comet in the
Surgeons’ bill, when pafling the fiery ordeal, and
its perihelion in the Houfe of Lords, and with its
baleful influence portended ruin, thould keep up
the parallel, and, like that comet, fuddenly dif-
appear, and the managers be confined to a fixed
falary,—there is no reafon to {uppofe, thatfo Ju-
crative a performance will be laid afide.

This play, which expofes to ridicule the cha-
ratter of Doctor Laft, is a favourite one with the
audience : for as they are apt to take meafure of

others by themfelves, and as few of them under-
N ftand
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Many a time has the Doctor been tempted to
tranfgrefs, and to forfeit all pretenfions to their
favour ;: but fometimes he has conccaled his
tranfgreflions. He has certainly {fome excufe for
trying to get.his bread in another way; for he
declares, that while he fluck to hislafi, and only
pradifed his own branch of bufinefs, he had
nothing to do: but there is no excufe for his
dabbling in phyfic, unlefs he underftandsit. In
fuch a fcience, ¢ A little learning is a dan.
“ g'rous thing ;" and there is great reafon to
fear, that many fuch do&ors have ~ery listle
learning indeed.

bﬂﬂ of the beft entertainments ever feen at the
late Theatre, is a good dinner. This, as well as
the former, is too good a thing to be laid afide.
In this entertainment, which may be confidered
as a kind of caroufal, it 1s unneceflary to fay
there is good acting, when the managers are the
Jfole performers ; it is unneceflary to fay there is
good mufic, when the Company pays the piper.

LS

In this entertainment, matters are in general
fo managed, that every performer plays his part
well. Copious libations to good-fellowfhip ferve
as mterludes ; and the entertainment concludes
with a facrifice to Bacchus. Then comes an
after-picce called Examination. Thisisa mere farce.

N2 Happy
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true intereft of the Corporation of Surgeons, and
of the public.

Truth can never dread inquiry, nor fhrink
from difouflion. Had not the fupporters of the
Suargeons’ bill caft afide her impenetrable fhield,
the fhafts of their adverfaries would recoil.
They would not fee/ fore, and writhe with pain:
“ Let the gall’d jade wince.” Had they been
guided by truth, they would not have lurked in
ambuth ; nor have fhunned the firength of -
their opponents in the open field, Where fhe
direéts the way,

“ The fwords wave harmlefs, and the flames retire,”

Happy would it be for them, if they would
eyen now learn this leffon, and know the thingg
that belong to their peace. Happy would it be
for them, if they would at len'g}t_h difcontinue
their mifreprefentations, and caft off their dif-
guife. Expofedin all their artifices, and baffled
in all their attempts; convi‘ted of meditating
defpotifm, but not convinced of its impraética-
bility, they fiill contrive new plots, and lay
new {nares, to make the Corporation their

prey.

With this defign they circulate a report, that
the Dill is intended to add dignity to the Corpo-
ration,
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Befides other intolerable impofitions, an oeath
was ordained by that Lill, to be taken by the
members of the Corporation, by which if their
tyrants commanded them to be fodomites, they
muit difobey them and deferve the pillory; or
obey them, and deferve #4e gallows.

Yet there are many members of the Corpora-
tion, who call the fupporting of fuch a fyftem,
Sfupporting the dignity of the Corporation. They
would fupport the dignity of the Corporation
much more, by fupporting their own dignity, and
the dignity of human naiure. ~

Is it becoming a free man, is it becoming a
Briton, 1s it becoming a man, to fall proftrate
on the ground; to humble yourfelves in the
duft ; and to beg of your enemies to do you the
honour to tread on your necks; to trample you
under foot; and to triumph over you? Such
abject humihation can only proceed from an ap-
prehenfion entertained by thofe perfons, that an
exalted fituation would merely ferve to expofe
their defefts; and from:a confcioufnefs, thaL
when a collegiate inftitution is founded, they are
not qualified to become the polifhed pillars and
Corinthian capitals of the Society, but fhall fiill
be accounted the bafe. It ought, however, to
be noticed, that they who feel no emulation to
excel, and to be diftinguifhed, in the glorious

career
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medical profeffion, and has had a regular edu-
cation in that branch, who has been teduced by
the allurements of becoming an Examiner, aud
of arriving at eminence by the fhorteft road.
‘He has determined to deprive the public of his
pharmaceutical and obftetrical acquifitions, and
to lay thofe talents up in a napkin, in hopes of
being anointed with the oil of gladnefs, - and
raifed above his fellows, asan Examiner. This
proves that the character of an Examiner, how-
ever refpectable the perfon may be who appears
n it, is an impofing charadler.

While fuch men, who have had regular edu-
cations, and are qualified to prove ornaments fo
the profeffion, in whatever fphere they think
proper fo move, forego the practice of phﬁifp?'ady
for the fake of diftant proipects, the puiblic are
in a great meafure deprived of the fruits of thcir
medical attainments, and are too much left a
prey to quacks and preienders of ey ery deferip-
tion. They are configned over to fhoemakers
and coblers; to hawkers and pedlars; to the
porters of apothecaries, and the fervants of hof-
pifals ; to the pounders of horfe-balls. the fefufe-
of a drug-thep, and the dregs of mankind. T]]E}'
are devoted as viétims, to men, who, by their
exploits, deferve @ diploma for manflanghter, and

a patent for difpenfing poifon.
0 This
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The difgrace of aflociating with fuch cha-
racters, or of being claflfed in the fame lift with
them, and hung up in the fhops of half the fur-
geons and apothecaries within the bills of morta-
lity, swould haye been fufficient to roufe the in-

dignation of the Governors of the Corporation,
if-the real dignity of the profeffion were the chief

end of the Surgeons’ bill.

If half the frauds and impofitions, pradtifed by
thofe empirics, were to be defcribed, more books
would be written than are contained in that fe-
cond Alexandrian library, at Surceons’ Hall.
Suffice it to mention one,

et crimine ab uno

Difce omnes.

A gentleman who was favoured by a perfon of
that defcription with a place in his pleafure-boat,
on an aquatic excurfion, was willing to return
the compliment. Accordingly he produced a
compofition, beginning with ¢ Alexander Mac-
‘ kenzie, my coachman,” which has probably
yielded an hundred times more than Paradife
Loft, to the fortunate proprietor of the veffel,
who is a member of the Corporation of Surgeons.
Few perfons have made a greater figure in the
world, than this fame “ Alexander Mackenzie,
“my coachman.” It may therefore be worth
while to afcertain his origin ; otherwife more

O 2 places



( oo )
placcs m,lght contend. for the honour of his birth
than cvcr coutcnded for that of Homer.

It might be cuntcndcd for by every corner, and
cvery lamp-poft, decorated with a hand-bill ;
and by every dirty lane and feetid alley, where
hand-bills are difiributed. It might be contended,
that he {prung from the Gazette, or from the’
True Briton ; from the Morning Poft, orfrom
the Evening Poft ; from the Herald, or from the
Courier ; from the Morning Chronicle, or from

the Eveni ng Chronicle ; frum the Morning Star,
~or from the Evening Star. It might be con-
tended, that, like Phaéton, he was the de-
fcendant of the Suny and that Leake’s pills,
acting the part of the river Po, extinguifthed the
flames of his burning chariot, and prevented him
from fetting the world on fire. It might be con-
tended, that he was an offspring of Gratitude; or
an offspring of the brain, like Minerva: but the
moft learned mythologifts and genealogifts are
unanimoufly of opinion, that as Venus arofe
from the waltery element, and emerged from the
fea, her votary bad a fimilar origin, and {prung
from the Thames.

$

It isridiculous to talk of fupporting the dignity -
of any fociety, anlefs its inffitutes are founded on -
the bafis of public uhhh* It 15 abfurd to talk
of the fupﬂrﬁru&um of dwmt}r, before its found-

I ations
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ations are laid. What ideas of dignity muflt
thofe men have, who can refpect an infiitution,
where the Directors are felf-elected ; where taxa« °
tion is without reprefentation, and expenditure
without control ?

This abfolute dominion over the whole pro-
perty of the Corporation, without refponfibility,
propofed by the modeft artificers of the late bill,.
ftaggered the boldeft of their champions, who
was troubled with fcruples of confcience, when
ke defpaired of carrying his point. Not fo the prime
conduétor of the bill, whom Lord Thurlow
fo emphatically defcribed under the character of
‘¢ the importunate folicitor, who obftructed the
‘¢ avenues of the Houfe of Lords by his daily at-
¢ tendance ; and nayfeated their Lordfhips with
““ his inceflant applications.” He perfevered ;
not confidering, that the members of the Legif-
lature might not think themfelves bound to fup-
port a meafure, which, they had pledged them-

felves to fupport, in confequence of mifreprefent-
ation.

It will not redound much to the honour of
the framers of the bill, that, provided they can
fucceed in their undertaking, they care little by
what means they may accomplifh their defign.

Flectere fi nequeunt fuperos, Acheronta movebunt.

O3 But
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- But their conduét will occafion the lefs fiite
prife, when we recollect, ~how certain facred
eharadters exprefled all the rage of difappoints
ment, when the {cheme was like to be defeated

by a fuccefsful oppofition. Zantene animis calefs
tibus iree ? =

- Surely what gave rife to the virulent abufe vo-
mited forth by a certain chief prieft, if it was an
€rror, wasa genceropus error, It was that of fup-
pofing the managers of the Surgeons’ Company
good economifts. The author of the paper which
called forth fuch a torrent of abufe, did not re-
collect when he wrote it, that the frewards of the
Corporation were more fond of a good dinner
than good economy; and confequently were not
likely to have amafled any confiderable fum for
the benefit of the Corporation,

It was jufily obferved by the counfe] for the
majority of the Corporation, that if, with a re-
venue {o far exceeding the neceflary expenditure,
a large fum was not faved by the managers of the
affairs of the Corporation, it was the more fo
their fhame. The character of the gentleman ea-
lumniated by that high priei, was as refpectable
as his own. That high prieft, therefore, did not
confult the dignity of Parliament, nor fuppors
the intereft of his order, when he called loyal

{ubjects democrats ; and pm nounced a paper to
be
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be full of falfchoods, even if it contained one
miﬁakﬂi

- It was a little rafh in the author of that paper,
to fuppofe that the ftock of the Corporation was
bufbanded well ;. or even that they had any fiock
- at all remaining, when he had not been allowed
accefs to their books, althoagh he was a joint-'
proprietor of the paft ftock. The endeavouring
to depreciate the veracity of an opponent of the
bill, on account of a miftake, if it was a miftake,
and branding the paper as containing nothing
but falfehoods, was an illiberal attempt to bias
Parliament and the public. It was unmanly in
the right reverend Prelate, to give a gentleman
the lie, in a place where he could not be called
to account ; and where, if he called loyal fub-
je€ts democrats, and told one himfelf, he might
plead privilege of Parliament.

Whatever might have been the defign of the
framers and fupporters of the late Surgeons’ bill,
it never could have been the defign of Parliament
to aggrandize the few at the expenfe of the
many ; to eret a tyranny within the pale of
Science; to arm ufurpation with new powers ;
and convert an act of incorporation into an en-
gine of defpotifm,

We
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We know where it is written, ¢ Ye fhall not
“ imitate the heathen, and-lord it over your
¢ brethren.” All men are brethren; the petty-
tyrants of the Corporation have no right to lord
it over them; and he who enables them to tyran-
nize, is one of their tyrants : Qui facit per alium,

Sacit per fe.

But, thank Heaven, we are not fallen on fuch
evil days, but that we have ftill fenators en-
~dowed with virtue fufficient, to teach both tem-
.pﬂral and {piritual pride a leflon they never
thought of learning—to fuffer mortification, and
bear a crofs. |

-

How much reafon had the friends of fcience,
the friends of juftice, and the friends of the char-
tered privileges and inalienable rights of man-
kind to fear, from the black fiends that dark-
ened their horizon, fo numerous were thofe bad
angels feen, until the fun of Thurlow arofe.

Afflavit Thurlow, et diffipantur.

With regard to the pecuniary affairs of the
Corporation, though but a fecondary condera-
tion, there is fomething at which reafon revolts,
1n _leaving them to the management of any, but
perfons elected by the proprietors. But how ab-
- horrent from vulgar underftandings is a {yfiem,
where expenditure is not only in the firft inftance

fubject to no control, but ultimately liable
to
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to no inveftigation, exnept by auditors eleé'ted by
themfelves! -

It has becu aflerted, that there has been no
mifapplication of the revenues of the Company.
The ftate of their funds, and Mr. Gunning’s
minute, bear ample teftimony to the contrary ;
and prove that the grofleft mifmanagement, and
moft prodigal expenditure have pre?ai]ed.i The
petitioners themfelves affert, that no complaint
has been made againft them for their conduct
previous to the introduétion of the bill. This
affertion is likewife ill-founded.  The com-
manders of our fleets and the Lords of the Admi-
ralty, have complained of their granting licences
to unqualified pretenders; army and navy fur-
geons have complained of extortion, and menalces
of vexatious profecutions ; and the members of
the Corporation at large have complained of op-
preffion, unjuft exclufions, and unjuft prejudices
excited againft them. In fhort, they have com-
plained, and fiill complain, that they know of
no advantage accruing to them from belonging to
the Corporation.

The petitioners for the bill, in a circular letter,
exprefs a hope, that they have executed the tafk
of examining furgeons for the army and navy'
with credit to themfelves and advantage to the
public. This poftulatum, neither their own

E col-
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colleague, the author of The Drefing for Lord
Thurlow, nor our naval minifiers or commanders,

nor the pillars * of Surgeons’ Hall, fo often loaded
‘with their complains, ‘will admit.

Non Dii. oon homines, nom concelfere cnlumm:ﬁ-

It has br:en nbﬁ:rved thq.t thc library at Sur-
. geons’ Hall, wlu{h 1S m:,cup:-:d by the clerk, 18
dcﬁltutc of bunka ; but it ought to be recorded,
for the hunnur Df thp Gusrernurs of the Corpnra-
tion, that the:,r .genq:rally taLc carc to have one
odd wirmzf there.. Into the cover, or rathﬁr the
coffer of one of them, they ufed to put a.ll_._t‘hc
cafh belonging to the Corporation; forgetting
that riches have wings. To another they are
beholden for a number of interlineations, ,mn'
taining refolutions never refolved on ;5 but culled
from loofe converfations in the Court of Afliftants.
From thofe interlineations they drew fundry mate-
rials for the late bill; _]uﬁl} deeming them en-
titled to equal rﬂfpﬂ& with their own refulut,mna,
pafled a quarter of an hour Imfure dmmrd

* Complaints of the total inability of many of the furgeons
paffed at the Hall for the navy fervice, and the orders of the
Lords of the Admiralty to the Court of Examiners, in con-
fequence of thofe r:omplamts, uff:d_ to be {luck up on the pillars
in Surgeons’ Hall $ \

I have
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I have heard it aflerted, that the confiitution
of the Surgeons’ Company is fimilar to that of
the Worthipful Company of Tallow Chandlers :
but T know not in what the fimilarity confiffs,
unlefs it be, that the Court of Affifiants of the
Stirgeons’ Company melt down the eftates of the
Company like kitchen-ftuff’; andcare not « ricfh
for the members of the C{:t‘pﬁratmn after they
have touched their money ; not allowing them to "
be efteemed as make-weights, but only as odds
and ends. ; - -

Poffibly it may be fufpected, from Mr. Gun~
ning’s report, as well as from general report,
that the Governors of the Surgeons’ Company
were rather too fond of dipping their hands into
the purfe of the Corporation, to get money for
their dinners; or a ﬁmilarit}r may have occurred
from their bos/ing with anger, on their late difap-
‘pointment.  Be that as it will, it is fortunate:
they thare a fimilar fate; and that thmr evil deeds |
are come to light. | '

It has been propofed by fome, that the offices
of the Corporation fhould be held by feniority.
This is a2 good method of choofing old women
for an alms-houfe : but fuperannuates are not the
beft props to fupport the dignity of a college.
To borrow a metaphor from a profeflion before
alluded to, it is not a time for men to enter on

P office,
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office, when life begms tor glimmer in the
focket:'' oi wlim O o dyteprd yple R
) ot E Yo veragemed it - o Wiy
‘ It haa been propofed; for 1he: Examﬂﬁpﬁ and
the Court, of| Adfiftants to, be ,a, diftinét body :
which is agreeable to reafon, and to the act
Parliament ; thaugh it may not be agremblqz t,u \
the wifhes of the framers of a, Corporation.  For
the able difcharge of the dutics of an Examiner,
1 which the public thre[i: in_the angoratmn
confifts, and by which the hunuur of the Corpo-
ration muft be fupported, great abilitics are re-
quifite ; for faving or fpending a few pounds,
thillings, and pence, m;dwc:;t}i of ta,lg.m,ts,,n;ay
f’{fﬁﬂﬁ F rEnoyyteg sdt o menn oF 9l e
I ADd ateis gl Ao-ba g vl W
:I can fee; no, reafon why the, Court of .Arf-
fifiants {hould not, be allowed a compenfation
for their, trouble, ;as well. as, the Court: of, Ex=,
aminers : but I would abolith all  dinners at the
cxpenfe of the Corporation; which have too
much refemblance to the feafis of parifh officers,
and look too much like embezzlement, to be cre-
ditable in a learned focietys o0l 0
ptiomat vd bl ad Eimorll, abb skl sdi 1
. Should the profeffional and the pecuniary de-
partments be foparated, as.is here propofed, a
place in the Court of Aflifiants, or Aamong the
Auditors, will be no object of ambition; having
no tendency to raife its pofieffor to the rank of
all
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an Examiner. « [t will therefore be juft and pe-
litie; to hold out to thofe who are elected to fuch
offices, a profpect of reafonable remuneration.
It is not natural, nor agreeable to experience, to
expedt, that any perfons will be defirous of bear«
ing the ferip, like judds, unlefs thc}r mean, like
Judas, to betray,

The Auditors, or at leaft half of them, ought
to be elefted by and from the Corporation. They
who would appoint a ' man to audit his own ac-
counts, and to check his own expenditure, would
ap.pomt a wolf to protect the fold, and to g[:ard
aﬁamﬁ' his own dcpredatinns’ SLE 0 Sl U

' e iR X TTEN 3 |

Whatev&r opinion may be entertained of the
prefent Examiners and Court of Affiftants, it is
not improbable, that at fome future period the
majority of them may be ignorant or corrupt ;
and that they may ele&t perfons with qualifica-
tions fimilar to their own: thus a fyftem of ig-
norance or corruption. may be per[r:tuate:d If
any argument could be neceffary, ‘in addition to
thofe before offered, to prove the abfurdity of
allowing the Examiners and the Court of Af-

fifftants to elect themfelves, this would be fuffi-
cient.

- Had fome falutary regulation been provided
by the former Surgeons’ bill, to check a lavifh
expenti-
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expenditure, a Company receiving fuch vaft fums .
as the Surgeons’ Company, would not have been |
reduced toa frate of bankruptey, as that Com=
pany was™a few years ago. Had fome whole-
fome ' refiraint been impofed, the annual tax
would have ‘been difcontinued, ‘when' the! re-
venues of the Corporation amounted to about.
two thoufand pounds per annum.

It was acknowledged by the counfel for the,
bill, that if ‘the payment of quarterage were any.
objeél to:the members of the Corporatien, and.
ncnaﬁpmdythclr oppofition, it fhould be given.
up. This confeffion. of its bemg an, ﬂﬂﬂugﬂﬁf_y
tax after the vaft expenfe latcly incurred, proves
thdt 1‘t-—wh:s a‘n-wy}y? oheheforein. .« v LW
gr TR Yo el B’ & T
.\.;A,mpbl? L,qrd W a. d:ﬂ:mgm{hed ﬁtuatmn,t
fcemed vather to countenance the idea of vefiing.
the property of the Go;lponatmn i the peunmnr:ra
for the bill; by.obferving, that property was in
gencral  better, managed by a few than by many.
But. fulzf;]}' this 1 15, net an. argument for vefting

a few with the property, though it may be an
argument, for vefting them with the manage-
ment of the propenty, of the Corperation.

A right of expenditure, free from regular in--
veftigation and refponfibility, denotes a proprie-
tor, not a truftee. As joint-proprictor, no man
AR L can
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can have a right to fpend more than his own
ihare ; and when he has Ipent that, he. can hﬂb
no title. tu the ﬁt‘:w.ardfhlp Goiutidag. 1

The latf: cxppncncp ﬂf thr;: Cnrpm-atmn hﬁi
m.tcz_ldepc.y to cnn,ﬁrrm_thﬁ:_ opinion of the noble
and learned Lord. A felfith oligarchy has alien-
ated a large portion of the property of the Cor-
poration ; and tried to ufurp, and of courfe to
alienate from the Corporation, the remainder;
while the great mafs of the members of the Cor-
poration, have firained f:vcry nerve to prevent it,

1In anfiver to feyeral chargﬁs of mifcondudt in
ﬂlﬂ management of the affairs of the Corpora-
tion, the fame noble Lord replied,  that fomc
degree of frailty is infeparable from human na-
ture. For this reafon the opponents of the late
bill contend, with all due fubmiffion, that a reci-
procal check, and a mutual control, between

the different branches of the Cﬂrpﬂratmn, are
m:ceﬂary

Had fuch wholefome reftraints been impofed
by the former Surgeons’ bill, the Company would
uot have been reduced to a ftate of infolvency,
as it ‘was a few years ago, after the receipt of
fnch confiderable fums; and without any evident
caufe, but embezzlement and profufion.—Few
'futlehm ‘can beaft fo large a revenue; ﬁ.w are

] " bur-
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burdened with lefs needful expenfe :-yet none
have . done' lefs to fulfil the Jaudable:defigns of
their inftitution. From their own confeffion it
appears, they have been prodigal in their expen-
‘diture, but fparing in promoting the umpmve—
‘metit “of the art. From thé account of thiofe
who have ‘béen' examined by them it’ appcars,
‘they “have bicen] carelefs in ' their examinations,
but'not earelefs in the receipt of cufiom : they
have even fo' far forgotten the digunity of their
office, as to feramble for the new guineas, be-
fore-the fuccefsful candidate for admiffion had
left the room. But perhaps the contraétion of
the palmaris: mufcle might have been involun-
tary : from their tranfport at feeing their beloved
Sovereign, they might have been thrown into fud-
den convulfions, and cempelled to feize the glitter-

ng prize.

 To. return to the author of The Drefling :—
although he defpairs of making any impreflion
on the mind of Lord Thurlow, yet he hopes
he fhall be able to expofe his infiability, and
cruth the effeéts of his prejudices. But infia-
bility and prejudice are inconfiftent with the
greatnefs of underftanding, and expanfion of
miod, which he allows his Lordfhip to pofiefs;
and with the declaration, that his name has bi-
therto ftood bign ; and, that the oppofing tem-

per of an ex-minifier, is not cangenial with the
abd T _ fame
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fame of a Thurlow.—He tells his Lordfhip, that
he really thought him fuperior to the dirty zeal
of a faction. How then could he fuppofe his
Lordfhip would countenance the faction, who
brought in a bill to fubvert the fundamental
rights of a Corporation ; and to give the fanction
of law to plunder and oppreflion ? He tells Lord
Thurlow, he really thought, that any under-
taking, built on the well-grounded plea of public
utility, would have found a warm partifan in his
~ Lord(hip. This is rather ftrange; fince he ac-

cufes his Lordfhip of a total inattention to all
religion and morality. Such a charaéter could
never be depended on as a fupporter of any
laudable undertaking ; but might well be ex-

pected, to be a warm partifan to zhe Surgeons’
bill.

That bill had as many heads as the Lernzan
hydra; and its breath was equally pefiilential.
The Herculean tafk of quelling the monfier was
deftined for a Thurlow ; and it required all the
fire of his eloguence to fubdue it.—To enume-
rate and defcribe all the baneful and obnoxious
heads of this bill, would be another Herculean
tafk. A brief account of its nature may fuffice.
One intention of it was to monopolize practice,
another to gratify ambition ; another to legalize
irregular proceedings, another to indemnify di-
lapidation, another to fortify defpotifm ; another

Q to
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to extend encroachment, another to fan&ion
robbery. —If any proof of its demerit were ne-
ceflary, after its rejection in the Houfe of Lords,’
the abjuration of it by many, who were induced
by mifreprefentation, and undue influence, to
fign a declaration in its' favour, is a fufficient
tetimony. It is a well-known faét, that moft
of thofe who figned the declaration in its favour,
rejoiced at its downfal. Many of them I have
converfed with: only one of them faid a fingle
word in its defence.  That gentleman acknow-
ledged he had figned an approbation of it, from
the reprefentations of it on the part of its framers:
he ‘declared he would ffick by it; but confefled
he had newer feen it. Some of its adherents con-.
fefled they were influenced by friendfhip ; fome
by hopes, and others by fears.—Some gave -
the fame reafons for refufing to fign the petition
againft the bill : others declared th::fy were de-
terred by fear of expenft, from engaging ina
conteft with the framers of the bill; who would
defray their expenfe out of the funds of the Cor-
poration.  As a proof of the exertions made, and
influence employed, in favour of the bill, one
gentleman aflured me, that-’apfalicntiﬂns for that
purpofe had been made to him, directly or m-
directly, by every perfon immediately interefted
in its faceefs.

Qur
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Our author avers, that to extinguifh the fame
of the furgeon, you muft extinguifh the mala-
dies of mankind.—It 1s a little unfortunate, that
among other arts and fciences, logic did not
make a part of our author’s education ; and that
when he made a proficiency in the botanical
knewledge of Solomon, he did not alfo learn a
little of his wifdom. He would then bhave
known, that nothing could fo much exa/t the
fame of the furgeon, infiead of ewimguifhing it,
as extinguifhing the maladies of mankind.—Why
is the gout called the opprobrium medicorum, but
from the inability of phyficians to cure it? And
what can extinguith the fame of the furgeon ?
Not the extiné¢tion of maladies, but his inability
to cure them.

This remark our author clofes, by obferving,
that how far Lord Thurlow is able to extinguifh
either the fame of the furgeon, or the maladies
of mankind, we may beft learn from his own
infirmities.—Here- again we fee the lively trait
of a liberal and generous difpofition; and of a
poble fpirit, that fcorns to triumph over an
enemy. Such a writer accufes Lord Thurlow
of illiberality, with a good grace! But fome
people may be fo ill-patured as to think, that
even, here, they again fee the old lion, at the
point of death, infulted by the filly animal, who

once clothed himfelf in Lis tkin.
Q 2z Ac-
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According to his ufual rectitude of judgment,
our author tells us, that the want of a chirur-
gical teft will become a ground of monopoly.
By the fame logic he might prove the many to
be lefs than the few. If our author had been
of this opinion, and that he and his colleagues
would have enjoyed that monopoly, he would
not have thought of the fimilitude between fur-
gery and Mount tna; his own mountain
would not have brought forth a moufe; nor
thould we have had the pleafure of feeing The
Drefling prepared for Lord Thurlow.

Our author tells Lord Thurlow, that if he
fuppofes this defeat can hurt our profeffion, he
errs moft egregioufly. This confeffion, in which
I perfeély coincide, thows the iniquity of his
caufe, and the injufiice of his reproaches.—This
envenomed philippic, which breathes an impla-
cable fpirit of rancour and revenge, will beft
evince the difappointment fuffered, and the mor-
tification felt, by thofe who are vanquifhed: but
whatever difappointment they fuffer, and what-
ever mortification they feel,—to the profeflion
at large it is @ triumph.

e

Remarks
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Remarks on * An Addrefs to Surgeons
‘“ throughout the Britifb Dominions.”

A CIRCUMSTANCE, of no importance to
the reader, having retarded the publication of
the preceding remarks, I am enabled to add a
few obfervations on another pamphlet on the
fame {ubjeét, entitled, 4 Skort Addrefs to the Pro-
feffors of Surgery throughout his Majefty’s Doms-
nions, on the Bill lately brought into Parliament
for ereding the Corporation of Surgeons in London
into a College—Till this prodigy of literature ap-
peared, we hailed The Dreffing for Lord Thurlow

as an unparalleled effort of genius ;
Nil oriturum alias, nil ortum tale fatentes ;

but when put in competition with this, it looks
like drofs when compared to pure lead.

Had the firft pamphlet in defence of the Sur-
geons’ bill met with the fate it deferved, and
been burnt by the hands of the finither of the
law, we might have fuppofed the fecond a phce-
nix rifing from its athes.—It feems to be in-
tended as a prop to fupport the dignity of fur-

gery; but, alas! it is a broken reed | —It feems
intended
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intended as an additional feather in the cap of
furgery ; but, alas! it is plucked from @ goo/e !

Our author laments in pathetic terms, the de-
graded flate to which the profeflion of furgery
18 reduced, by the oppofition which effeéted the
rejection of the Surgeons’ bill. But it weuld
be unfortunate for the honour of religion itfelf,
if the lufire of its name could be tarnithed by
the condut of its minifiers and profeflors. No
man, who has a jufi fenfe of the importance of
turgery, as well as phyfic, to the happinefs and
welfare of mankind, will refufe his affent to the
.encomium of the great Roman orator: Namgue
howmines nunguam propins diis accedunt, quam falhe-
tem hominibus dando.

The author endeavours to remove an objection
which has been made to the bill, on account of
its being introduced to Parliament in a clan-
defiine manner; and thinks this cannot be ap-
plied to the Surgeons’ bill, which was prefented
for the confideration of the Lords and Commons

.of Great Britain in Parliament aflfembled. He
fays, To do a thing clandeftinely implies the
doing a thing fecretly, lefl it being publicly done
thould fail of the fuccefs propofed.—Had he
been privy couniellor to the framers of the bill,
he could not more accurately have delineated the

plan of their proceedings. No notice was given
to
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to the Corporation of any intention to bring in
fuch an act; nor was a proper explanation given
to Parliament of the various innovations and
ufurpations attempted; of which its rejection,
on the difcovery of the fraud, is the beft proof.
Like the ferpent in Paradife, or the Trojan horfe,
not its prefence, but its defign was clandefiine.
When Guy Fawkes and his friends carried com-
buftibles into the fame Parliament Houfe, not
their introduétion of the combuftibles, but their
defign was clandeftine.

‘How exaétly has the author of ‘the 4ddrefs 1o
Surgeons, as well as the Pﬁcparﬁr of ‘the Drefiny'
for Lord Thurlow, when fearful of being foiled
in his defign, imitated the example of tha great

o p— them both ! He,

with fhow Df zeal and love

To man, and indignation at his wreng,
New part puts on, and as to paffion mov'd,
Flutuates difturb’d, ;

In fhort, he is highly incenfed at the reje@ion
of the Surgeons’ bill ;—but it is 4ll from maﬁmes
of humanity !

He next endeavours to lay a phantom, which,
in all probability, never arofe but in his own
imagination.—He gravely tells us, that the of-
fices of the Counfellors were not intended fo be

I . here-
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hereditary. He alfo affures us, that the faid
Counfellors were only to hold their places during
their natural lives. This is comfortable informa-
tion; and gives us room to hope, that when a
new Surgeons’ bill is paffed, no Examiner who
leads the wnnatural life of rapine and extortion,
nor any caput moriuunt, incapable of difcharging
his duty, will ever be feen in their court again.

- He informs us, that the number of officers.
who were to tranfaét the bufinefs of the Clnllcge,'
was twenty-one; but the number that manages
the bufinefs of the Corporation; he tells us,;is
twenty-four; and this alteration he approves of.
—Probably he thinks three. Directors may be
difpenied with, as well as dinners, in a zfﬁfﬂfd-
JSoctety.  But the fact is, that he cannot reckon
twenty-four managers of the affairs of the Com-
pany ; unlefs he includes the two fpiritual Peers,
and the temporal Peer, who managed their
affairs fo well in the Houfe of Lords; and went
through thick and thin to ferve—a friend.

Our author gives his opinion, that the public
bufinefs of all corporations is beft conducted
where there are feweft managers. This was the
opinion of Mr. Gibbs, counfel for the bill ; and
the friends of it feemed to agree with him; for
after that day only Mr. Warren appeared, to
plead their caufe. This is alfo the opinion of

the
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the proprietor and manager of the borough of
Old Sarum ; a borough to which a pair of voters
can go down cheek by jole in a fingle-horfe
chaife; a borough in which there has been no
divifion, or contefted eleflion for many years,
notwithftanding it poffefles an excellent manu-
fallory for members of Parliament.

Should the Mafier and Wardens think proper
to petition for a bill conftituting them a trium-
virate, here is an advocate ready to defend their
caufe.—He maintains, that the fewer managers
there are of the bufinefs of a Corporation the
better, provided there are a fufficient number to
form the refpective courts.—On the prefent oc-
cafion he fhows himfelf a great furgeon, by
healing a breach before it is made, and giving
a preof that he is in poffeffion of more than a
falve for every fore.—In refpet to the paucity
which he recommends, perhaps he thinks the
fewer hands in a purfe the better; at any rate,
the fewer the better cheer. Nor can a triumvirate
be faid to be infufficient for forming the re-
fpettive Courts. Two may compofe the Court
of Examiners, and three the Court of Affiftants.
Start not, gentle reader, nor fuppofe that any
of them are to be fplit, in order to convert the
three members into five. The Examiners may
be their cuwn Affiffants; as they are at prefent.

R The |
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The fuppofed reduction of number, as 1 before
obferved, our -author confiders as an improve-
ment. Let the lovers of antiguity, and of anti~
quated notions, admire ‘Solomon ; but ““ a greater
*“ than Solomon is-here.”—Solomon fays, “ In a
“ multitude of counfellors there is fafety;” our
author, on the contrary, fays, ¢ The fewer coun-
“{ellors the better:” and with réfpet to ewil
counfelfors, his propofition is true.

Our author exprefies a hope, that people will
no longer be frightened at the names of Prefident,
Vice-Prefidents, Cenfors, and Counfellors, as at
fo many bugbears ; fince it does not appear, that
any other pecuniary emoluments were meant to
be attached to thofe offices, than are now en-.
joyed by the Mafier, Wardens, and Court of
Aflifiants. In another part of his book, he
apologizeg for the conduct of the Examiners and
the Court of Affiftants, in extending their jurif-
diftion to army and navy furgeons, and overa
greater extent of territory. ‘Hence it is evident,
that he knew they were aiming at an increafe
of revenue ; a prominent feature in the late bill.
—This is the writer, who ¢¢ candidly fiates truth,
¢ and who is fearlefs of cenfure ; confcious that
«_his intentions are irreproachable.” ¢ Beware
“ of thofe who come to you in fheep’s cloath-
« jng ; for inwardly they are ravening wolves.”
He pretends to a vaft deal of candour and vera-

city



( 123 )

city; but the ardour of his virtue feems, at
times, to cool; he is very fond of Jying Sheets.

One pofition the author lays down, which, he
fays, and truly fays, ‘¢ the moft firenuous op-
«“ pofers of the bill will admit to be a truim,
“ that needs no arguments to prove or illuftrate.
¢ It is, that the Governors of the Company are
“ bound to maintain, to the beft of their power,
“ all the rights, privileges, and immunities,
“ oranted to the Corporation,” It is not the
maintenance, but the violation of thofe rights,
privileges, and immunities of the Corporation,
of which the oppofers of the bill complain. They
complain not only of zhe paft viclation of their
rights, but of the prefent attempt, to alienate all
their property, and annihilate all their privileges ;
of an attempt, to obtain an unlimited power of
taxation, an unlimited control, and an unconditional
ath of obedience; of an attempt, fo aggravate

eir burdens, to rivet their chains, and per-pemnfe
ther flavery.

Such was the palpable defign of the Surgeons’
bill. But its banefal tendency did not reft here.
It vefted the Court of Examiners with a power
of extorting from all army and navy furgeons,
under colour of law, {uch confiderable fums as
they have hitherto been in the habit of extort-
ing, whenever they could, contrary to law, They

‘R 2 like-
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likewife inferted a claufe, to make all furgeons
between feven and ten miles tributary to them ;
yet this defender of their condu@ modeftly af-

ferts, that it does not appear they defigned to
augment their income.

- He fays, he has been informed, that the Exa-
miners donot get above thicty pounds per annzum,
on an average. I have known it afferted, that
they get one hundred pounds, and, by another
authority, that they get two hundred pounds per
annum.  This muft be variable, as it depends on
peace and war, and other circumftances. At any
rate, the fees of the office are but a trifling ob-

je&, in comparifon of other advantages that
accrue from the fituation. '

He commends the Gnvernqrs of the Corpora-

tion, for purchafing beyond the limitations al-
lowed by act of Parliament; and violating the

law of the land. But if ‘they found themfelves
too much refirained by that law, it was not their
duty to tranfgrefs it firft, and then to folicit its
repeal. The Governors of the Corporation of
Surgeons muft indeed be in a degraded flate, if
they can derive honour from aclions, that would
difgrace other men !

; Speﬁking of the right of the Mafier, Wardens,
and Court of Affiftants for the time being, to
difpote



( 125 )

difpofe of the property of the Corporation with-
out their confent, he commits a fmall miftake,
by forgetting that @ fleward does not mean «
proprietor ;—a miftake which too many fiewards
are apt to commit.—As yet, not the exclufive
property, as this author pretends,and as they them-
felves with, but only the management of the pro-
perty, is invefted in them.

He atks, Where the propriety of difpofing of
the Hall could be more impaffionately weighed
and deliberated on, than in a Court of Aflifiants
formed by men of unblemifthed honour and in-
tegrity ? According to what he fubjoins, it might
be more impaffionately confidered in a Common
Hall ; which, he fays, give rife to 7rams of paffion,
and paffionate declamations and reflections.

But if he means to contend, that the queftion
of difpoffefing the Company of their property,
and making an improvident purchafe, can no
where be fo di/paflionately confidered, as in a
Court of Affiftants, I can inform him, that
there have been men, who could not fee without
the warmeft expreffions of indignation, the
fhameful expenditure, and unbounded prodi-
gality and profufion, that have always prevailed
m that Court; of which Mr. Gunning’s minute,
lately read in the Committee of the Houfe of
Lords, and printed, gives fome faint idea. So

much
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much for a Court of Affiftants, Jorned by men of
unblemifhed honour and.integrity !l :

Our author boafis of the extraordi uﬁry abihties
of the Examiners. - Whatever extraordinary abi-
lities they may poflefs, certain it is, that they
take care not to let their light flune before men.
“ Let us,” fays he, «“ as long as poflible aveid
“ convenming public meetings; and while we
“ bave, (as now is our boaft), gentlemen of the
< firft rank in their profeffion, and of the mofi
¢« perfect rectitude and upright intentions, for
¥ our governors, be fatisfied, that whatever is
¢ done by them in a corporate capacity, is done
¢ for the honour of the profeffion at large, and
¢ for the general good of mankind.”—How
unfortunate 1t is, that this doétrine of the infal-
libility of the Court of Affiftants was not preached
before the Houfe of Lords!—But their day is

paﬁ!

He gives us to underftand, that the phyficians
have difgraced themfelves by their feuds and
animofitics ; and exprefles a fear, left furgeons
fthould fhare the fate of their brethren in the ars
medendr.—*¢ The art of {urgery,” he maintains,
¢ 15 of equal importance to mankind as that of
« phyfic, therefore defcrving equally to be ho-
¢ noured ; hut from caufes that s not material
i here to infift on, is p:;h&ifcd by few with that

¢¢ marked
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«« marked refpe it is entitled to: and perhaps
“ one very effential reafon of that diftinguithed
« pre-eminence the cuftom of the world allow
“ to phyficians, is the blending the bufinefs of
“ an apothecary with the practice of furgery.”
While furgeons can boaft of fuch an ornament
to their profeffion, let apothecaries keep a re-
fpeétful diftance. Procul, o procul, ¢fle profani !
The phyficians themfelves will no longer difpute
the palm of pre-eminence. Well may this author
defpife critics, and declare that he fears no cen-
fure : but he would recommend #Aarmony and
unanimity with a better grace, if he did not
thow himfelf {uch an eternal enemy to concord.

As a proof that the feeming falfe concords and
mcongruities in our anthor’s phrafeology, are
not typographical errors, but real refinements in.
fpeech, I fhall produce another inftance.—The
increafe of powers the bill craved were, liberty
to purchafe, &c. It may not be improper to
give a fpecimen of his concife yet elegant didtion.
—*¢ Their bufinefs as apothecaries i3 fubordi-
“ nate to the more noble art of phyfic and fur-
¢« gery, therefore highly proper that the bye-laws
“ of the Company fhould preclude thofe fur-
“ geons who practife as apothecaries, however
““ fhining their chirurgical talents may be, from
“ being eletted as Governors of a body incor-
‘“ porated for the honour and welfare of the art

1 “.of
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“ of furgery only.” The reafon he gives is,
that their bufinefs as apothecaries is fubordinate
to the more noble ar¢ of phyfic and SJurgery.  But
why fhould phyfic be introduced on this occa-
fion, as a buoy to furgery, unlefs to exalt fur-
gery above its fellow ? Our author admits, that
among thofe praétifing pharmacy, there are many
perfons of the moft unexceptionable charaéters,
Jecond to none in medical and chirurgical abilities.
To this author it appears, that furgery is de-
graded by being practifed by fuch men ; but to
me 1t appears, that thofe men are never more
degraded, than when they examine a fcirrhous
rectum, give glyfters, operate for fiftulas, drefs
fore legs, and do other dirty operations in fur-
gery. If this is honour, it is honour @ pofferiori.
If any thing can reconcile men of fcience to
thefe mean and humiliating offices of a furgeon,
or manual operator, it is only the confolation
of alleviating the diftrefs of fuffering humanity.

But it is a little fingular, that furgeons thould
be puffed up with this over-weening pride ;
who, if they poffefled a particle of reflexion,

and philofophic fpirit, would be reminded much’

oftener than Philip. of Macedon was, that trley

are but men; and that pride was not made for

man.—Befides, making allowance for prejudice,

what excufe can be given for their contempt of

pharmacy, if it really exified? but which I

- doubt,.

gLy "
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doubt. If furgeons are, as our author affirms,
gentlemen, fo are attornies, yet they follow the
trade and occupation of a money-fcrivener; the
clergy are gentlemen, yet they follow the trade
and occupation of a farmer. Even peers of the
realm, and crowned heads, have not difdained
the purfuits of agriculture. 'When Rome flou-
rithed in all her glory, the conquerors of the
world retired to the plough. Thofe nations
who have afferted the dignity of human nature

moft, have always conferred moft honour on
ufeful arts: '

Hanc olim veteres vitam coluere Sabini;

Hanc Remus et frater ; fic fortis Etruria crevit;
Scilicet et rerum facta eft pulcherrima Roma,
Septemque una fibi muro circumdedit arces.

But ftill this author cannot but confider the
blending the bufinefs of an apothecary with the
pradlice of furgery, as an union degrading, in
the eyes of the world, the dignity due to the art
of furgery. He does not confider, that the fcience
and practice of furgery are as diftin&, as phyfic
and pharmacy. When therefore the furgeon
employs the means of cure, he defcends, like
the apothecary after vifiting his patient, to exe-.
cate, or fuperintend, the mechanical and minif-
terial part of his profeflion. Though I would
not with the world to refufe to the lords of the

S the
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the Surgeons’ Company the honour due unto
their names; yet I beg to remind thofe gentle-
men, that ¢ he who exalteth himfelf fhall be
§Cabaled. @ oliof vy )

" _

- The framers of the Surgeons’ bill would have
"confulted the dignity of  their profeffion, and
their own dignity, much more, if they had not
brought before Parliament a bill, which*they
dared not bring before their own Corporation ;
and if they had not pafled bye-laws, which they
withed the Legiflature to confirm in the lump,
becaufe they were afraid to have them ferutinized,
and afthamed to introduce them into the body of
the bill —It is not a zeal for the honour of the
profeffion, or for the honour of the Houfe in
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, that hath eaten them up :

but the canker of felf intereft.

Our author expreffes a with to aggrandize the
profeffion, and put it on the fame honourable
footing it ftands on in Scotland and Ireland.
Here he expofes his ignorance in the higheft de-
gree ; fince the two branches of the pmﬁ:ﬁinn
are unltcd in both thofe kingdoms ; and in one
of them, at leaft, the Examiners are eleéted an-
nually, by and from the whole body.—This may
ferve as an append::{ to the Iryﬁ Propofitions.

Not
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Not only the praétice of phyfic and pharmacy’
by Examiners, but by all other Surgeons, ought
to be interdicted, if it can be proved, that the
fifier arts can be feparated with advantage; if
it can be proved, that drefling a fore head adds
too much dignity to an apothecary, and makes
him too proud; or-that a man who, by his me-
dical as well as chirurgical fkill, prevents zke
neceffity of operations, is a nuifance fo the public,
as well as to the furgeon who merely knows how
to perform them. '

Should a renewal of the power of making
bye-laws be deemed expedient, I truft fome
bounds. will be fet to it by the Legiflature ;—by
a tribunal more liberal, more enlightened, and
more difinterefted, than the tribunal of the Cor-
poration of Surgeons; and that the Supreme
Power of the Realm will not {uffer a fubordinate
Legiflature, a {econd time, to render its falutary
regulations of none effect.

This ingenious author tells us, that ¢ al-
“ though the Governors of the Company have
“ exceeded the bounds limited by aét of Par-
“ liament, and although what exceeds the limit-
“ ations there prefcribed may be liable to be
*“ feized by the Crown under the Mortmain a&,
“ yet no one is injured by the purchafe.” This
fhows that the Company’s funds are inexhaufii-

S 2 ble ;



L s )
ble; as they can lofe thoufands, it feems, and

not be the worfe for it.—If he means to infer, -

that the officers of government will forbear to
put the right of law into execuation, it only
tends to prove, that they are lefs rapacious than
the officers of the Surgeons’ Company, who fo
often ga beyond the law.

. Befides other artifices practifed, to enhance
the emoluments of the Court of Examiners,
I was this day informed of one by an India
Surgeon.—~He tells me, that a certain Exa-
miner, who was fond of a.good fee and a good
dinner, had the addrefs to prevail on the Court
of Diretors of the India Company, fome years
ago, to pafs a refolution, to compel all India
furgeons to take out the half-diploma; or, in
other words, to pay above ten pounds more for
their Examination, than they paid before; or
than army and navy {furgeons pay now. To this
impofition he was obliged to fubmit; and thus
a new fource of wealth was opened to the Exa-
miners of the Company of Sﬁrgfuns. This is
the manner in which they examine India furgeons—
grrz.f:‘:.r. .

Our author obferves, that the intent of ex-
tending the jurifdition of the Corporation three
miles beyond its prefent bounds, would of itfelf
fearcely have been objected to; a proof that he

knew
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knew what he afferted, concerning the non-in-.
creafe of pecuniary emoluments, fo be untrue.

He fays, the Examiners were bound to main-
tain the rights and privileges of the Corporation.
True: but they were not bound to invade the
rights and privileges of army and navy furgeons.
Former Courts of Examiners, and Courts of
Affifiants, were equally bound, if oathsand ob-
ligations of duty could bind them, to maintain
the rights and privileges of the Corporation ; but
in the year 1745, a period, Jike the prefent, preg-
nant with rebellions againft lawful authority,
they rebelled againft the members of the Corpo-
ration at large, by whom their power was dele-
gated in truft ; wrefted the privilege of electing
all the officers of the Corporation from their con-
fiatuents ; and procured an a¢ of Parliament, to
fanc¢tion the ufurpation. Far be it from me, to
impute the leaft blame to Parliament in that
tranfaétion : Parliament was deluded; and the
Corporation had no Thurlow to plead their
caufe ! '

Our author remarks, that among the privileges
granted to the Company, in common with all
corporate bodies, 1s that of making bye-laws.
This is a power which has been much abufed.
The Court of Examiners, not fatisfied with
having robbed the Corporation of the right of

being
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being. electors, pafled a bye-law, to render at
leaft nine-tenths of them Aincapable of being
elected. Emboldened by fuccefs, then as well
as now, they took larger and larger firides, and
made greater and greater encroachments. They
even attempted to fuperfede the laws of the land,
by enalting a bye-law, to prevent any perfon
from practifing furgery without a diploma ; for-
getting that it was the province of their Court,
not to have dominion over the ‘whole commu-
nity, butover the members of their own Corpo-
ration, and over Sm geons’ Hall.  1llid fe jace
in Auld. -

To thofe who, Ilke thc authors of the ridi-
culous and contemptible pamphlets in defence of
the Surgeons’ bill, vaunt too much of the dig-
‘mity of furgery, in order to difparage another
branch of- the medical profeflion, I would re-
commend, as a leflon for their vanity, to recol-
le&t the mortification which they muft have felt,
from the little refpect they met with from the late
King of Sweden; one of the fovereigns of Eu-
rope, who heard of our chirurgical fame, and fent
for fome Englith furgeons. So little did that
great man regard their upfiart pride, or think #ke
bufine/s of an apothecary fubordinate to the more
noble art of furgery, as this author exprefles it,
that he ordered them to be flogged, for refufing

to fhave his men. 1f the author of the Addrefs
- was

s
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was one of thofe who fuffered this difgraceful

punithment, it is no wonder he {peaks fo
feelingly of the dignity of furgeons.

Qur author obferves, that in the year 1762,
an act was pafled, to enable fuch officers, ma-
riners, and foldiers, as have been in the la;uc::l or
fea fervice, and their wives and children, to {et up,
and - exercife their trades, in any part of the
kingdom. It may be proper to mention, that
this was an aét of the Parliament at Weftminfler,
not of that in #he Old Bailey, which had promul-
gated the mterdichion. 1t is fuppofed many of
their wives and children have availed themfelves
of this act ; as there are great numbers of o/d
women and children {ettled in the practice of fur-
gery, as well as phyfic, in every part of the
Britith dominions.

Our author hopes furgery is, and ever will be,
a profeffion, and not a trade. I hope the pro-
teffors of it will never make a trade of it by dif-
graceful practices ; nor make a trade of applying
to Parliament for bills, to difcourage and degrade
their profeffion.

He thinks that {furgeons were not meant to be
comprehended in the a&t; otherwife, that the
expreflions, art, fcience, profeflion, or faculty,
would have been annexed. ¢ Then,” he fays,

1 “ the
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* the profeflors of furgery, and the members of
“ the commonalty of the art and feience of furgeons
“of London, who had ferved in his Majefty’s
“army or navy, would indifputably have come
“under the defeription in the act.” This is a
mighty conceffion. By the fame kind[of logic
ie may be able to prove in time, that the Lord
Mayor and Court of Aldermen may acquire the
right of fettling as citizens of London, and of ex-
ercifing their feveral arts, fciences, profeffions,
facultics, and trades, by ferving as officers, ma-
riners, or foldiers, in the land or fea fervice, for
a fufficient length of time.

The title of the Commonalty of the Company, to
fettle within ke precincts of the jurifdiciion of the
Company, is indifputable © but furely the Legif-
lature, when it held out a bounty to ﬂndouragc
perfons of all denominations to ferve their coun-
try in a military capacity, did not mean to offer
fuch an indignity to officers, who are exprefily
included in the a&, as to grant them the liberty
of fettling in @ trade, and refufe them the pri-
vilege of purfuing' @ profefion, fuitable to their
rank and abilities. _

The author of The Drefing for Lord Thurlow
afferts, that one intention of the Surgeons’ bill
was to grant the navy furgeons a final and

lafting rccompente, and a domeftic fettlements
This
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This author thinks Government had no fuch be-
nevolent intention in the aét above alluded to;
but meant to make a_futor ¢ medico ; and to grant
him no recompente, or domeftic fettlement, but 1

a cobler’s flall.

Our author is fo liberal as to allow, that fur-
geons who have for a certain time ferved their
King and Country, ought to be permitted to
{ettle where they pleafe. But he cannot affent
to granting the fame liberty to Jfurgeon’s mates,
without a fcrutiny: a diftin@ion which well
deferves the attention of the Legiflature.

He informs us, that the prohibitory bye-law
was approved at different times by the great law-
lords, among whom he mentions Lord Thurlow.
That noble Lord has been convinced of his error,
and retracted it. 1 hope the framers of the late
bill will retraét their errors alfo; and that what
reflects honour on one, who added dignity to the
charalter of Lord High Chancellor of Great Bri-
tain, will not be thought demﬁatur}, to the dig-

nity of a furgeon.

One obfervation naturally arifes out of this
fubject ; which is, that if a Hardwicke, a Lee,
a Willes, a Thurlow, a Mansfield, and a
Loughborough, have given an erroneous opi-
nion, the bufinefs is too important, and too in-

T tricate,
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tricate, to admit any jufiification of the conduét
of thofe, who introduced it into Parliament in a
clandeftine way, difguifed it by falfe pretences,
conducted it through its different fiagesin a fur-
reptitious manner, employed every fpecies of
mifreprefentation, and on all occafions made ufe
of every dirty manceuvre, in order to take the
Legiflature by furprife. If the greateft oracles,
and brighteft luminaries of this age and nation,
have proved themfelves on this occafion to be
but fallible men, what a ferious admonition is
this to the members of the Legiflature in general,
not precipitately to form a decifive opinion upon
the queftion !

It would be doing injuftice to the learned au-
thor of the Addrefs to Surgeons, an addrefs de-
figned to vindicate the honour of the profeflion,
not to tranferibe one paflage more from his
elaborate work. Speaking of Lord Thurlow, he
fays, ¢ However that may be, his Lordfhip’s @#-
‘¢ tempts to place the furgeons of the navy and
¢¢ army under the proteétion of the 3d and 24th
¢ of his prefent Majefty, is an abfolute contra-
¢ diction to the bye-laws, which his Lordfhip
¢¢ folemnly approved in his high legal charadter
« of Lord Chaucellor of England, that ordains,
¢ in the firongelt expreflions,” &c. Itis a little

- remarkable that this gentleman fhould inveigh-

{o carneftly againft enmities and contentions,
whofe

e
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whofe utter averfion to concord is evident in evEfy

page.

He remarks, that before phyficians and fur-
geons became corporate bodies, no perfons of
either of thofe profeflions were permitted  to
pradife, till their abilities had been examined
and approved. This he confirms by citing a
claufe of the aét of the 3d of Henry VIII. which
enacts, that “ no perfon within the city of Lon-
“ don, nor within feven miles of the fame, take
“ ypon him to exercife and occupy as a phyfician
“ or furgeon, except he be firft examined and’
“approved.”  Another claufe in this ftatute
enacts, *° That no one fhall practife out of the
““ city and precin&t of feven miles, in any diocefe
¢ of the realm, unlefs approved by the Bifhop of
¢ the diocefe, or, in his ﬂ.bfﬂﬂﬂﬂ,‘ hisVicar-general,
“ calling to their afltftance fuch perfons in the
““faid faculties, as their difcretion fhall think
‘“ convenient.” By whatever means the arms of .
the law are become fhortened, and thefe falutary |
provifions, a dead letter, I truft the Legif-
lators of the prefent day will venerate the wifdom
of our anceftors, and like them liften to the call
of humanity ; and thow themfelves not lefs at-
tentive to the happinefs and welfare of the na-
tion, than the Legiflators of the age of Henry the
Eighth,

4 0P Qur



( 40 )

Our author pathetically and juftly declaims,
again(t fuffering ignorant perfons to fettle, and
prattife furgery, in any city or town in the
kingdom, Oxford and Cambridge excepted. Nei-
ther he, nor any other perfon, can allege any rea-

~fon, why Oxford or Cambridge in particular
fhould be exempt from the general carnage 5 or
why the meaneft village in the kingdom fhould
not be as much an object of legiflative proteétion
as the metropolis itfelf. That fome general re-
gulation may take place, in due feafon, to refeue
mankind from the ravages of ignorance and em- -
piricifm; is a confummation devoutly to be
withed ; ‘and that the human fpecies may not
always continue to be the only game, allowed by
law to be killed, without either qualification or
Jicence.

a P O, 3
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In a pofifeript to this curious pamphlet we are
told, that ¢ juft as thefe fheets were going to the
*¢ prefs, the author unierfiands that Reflections
“ on the Surgeons’ bill is about publifiing. He
¢ thinks proper to fay, that he is perfectly a
¢ firanger to the contents of the intended publi-
¢ cation; and does not, at prefent, know the
« writer,” He reminds us by frequent examples
of our unfortunate falfe concord; and that there
is a time to be afive inftead of paffive. But while
I with to do juftice to his merit, I cannot be-

Atow any great eulogium on the confiftency of an
author,
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author, who fets out with recommending cool
reafoning, and difclaims all farcaftic refletions
and fplenetic invectives; then fets every part of
ipeech together by the ears; and fills his book
with bad language from one end to the other. 1
fear this is not the way to refcue furgery from its
prefent degraded flate, and to refiore it to its pri-
mitive digmty.

I fhall clofe my obfervations on this perform-
ance, with a copy of remarks on the Surgeons’
bill, publithed while the bill was under the con-
fideration of Parliament, This I {fubjoin as a
{upplement to the foregoing refleétions :

Nil a&um reputans, fi' quid fupereffet agendum.

Remarks on the Bill for erefling the Corpo-

ration of ' Surgeons of London inte a
College, Se. '

THERE is, at this time, pending in Parlia-
ment, an aét, in which the Company of Sur-
geons are held out as the petitioners to render
their Corporation collegiate, whilft not more
than twenty-one of five hundred exifting mem-
bers of that Corporation have been confulted on
its expediency or contents, and eleven only have
petitioned for it. It is intended, by this alt, to

confirm
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confirm to thefe twenty-one perfons, who ate to
be called Counfellors, (nineteen of whom are, in
faid aél, already nominated,) a dominion for life
over all the furgeons in London, and its vicinity,
for ten miles round, together with the qxcluﬁfc

power of eletting to vacancies in their own
body. 0} |

The att therefore delegates, to thefe twenty-
one Counfellors, the uncontrolled management
and expenditure of the revenues of this extenfive
and iucreafing Corporation. But there is not a-
member upon their lifts, who has not already,
equally with themfelves, contributed to augment
thofe revenues ; nor can any man, in future, be
admitted a member among them, but he muft
likewife contribute a prompt, arbitrary fine, and
an annual {ubfeription, to fupport the finances
of this College*. Every member muft, like:
themfelves, have undergone the cftablifhed ex-
amination, touching his profeflional fitnefs. He
becomes, from the moment he is admitted, as
unequivocally entitled, as themfelves, to all the
privileges of his profeflion ; but, from the ope-
ration of the bill in queftion, he muft owe, to
the partial favour alone of thefe felf-nominated
Counfellors, the attainment of that rank and m-

* This point has been given up for the prefent; in confe
quence of the oppofition to the bill.

fluence,
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fluence, to which long experience and approved
abilities fhould give the only claim.

Thefe twenty-one Counfellors petition, more-
over, to fecure to themfelves, and their {ucceflors,
(to be elected by their own body,) the privilege
of making and altering, or abrogating, at plea-
fure, all collegiate ordinances, for the profei-
fional government and direction of the body at
large, who muft be, therefore, bound to the
firié obfervance of fuch ordinances, without the
privilege of combating, or in any way refifting
them, however partial, unjuft, or oppreflive ;
and, except from their penal operation, they have
not even the means of becoming acquainted with
their origin, nature, or extent.

Is it probable that twenty-one perfons, legally
invefted with fuch arbitrary power, will confult
the public welfare, in oppofition to the firong in-
terefts arifing from confanguinity and patronage?
Is it not more probable that the fons or relatives
of thefe Counfellors, or their apprentices, from
whom they may receive premiums proportionably
high, will be preferred,—to the neglect of older
and wifer men,—to the negleét of men of emi-
nent literary charaéter,—or of men who may
probably bave fuftained all the ravages of cli-
mate, and all the dangers of war, in the fervice
of their country, as army or navy furgeons? Can

it
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it be juft to effablifh an hereditary or adoptive
fucceffion, in a College, which thould difcoun-
tenance and oppofe every principle reftriGive
of the liberal advancement of an art, the moft

inftrumental to the fecurity and enjoyment of
life ? '

Had thefe petitioners direted their attention
to the learned Colleges in any part of Europe,
they could fcarcely bave found any one poflefi of
the arbitrary power, which they are endeavouring
to obtaim ; whilft from every quarter they might
have drawn examples of far more liberal conduct.
Might they not have found examples 1n the elec-
tion of the councils of the Royal and Antiquary
Societies of this kingdom, than which no incor-
porations can be conduéted with greater dignity,
nor with more general fatisfaction ?

If, indeed, it were practicabic for a few men
to monopolize profeflional talents, learning, in-
dufiry, and experience, it might, perhaps, be
wife to eftablifh a College, from which fhould
be diffufed, for the general benefit of mankind,
the refult of their deliberations. But the men,
wwho are now petitioning for collegiate privileges,
have given to the world no proofs that they have
cultivated profeflional fcience with greater in-
dufiry or fuccefs, than many others of the Corpo-

1 ration,
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ration, who are totally excluded from this in-
tended College. That the art of {urgery has been
much improved, during the laft thirty years,
‘cannot be difputed ; the improvements, however,
have not originated in them particularly, but
have, in many inftances, been oppofed and in-
terrupted by men invefted with powers fimilar
to thofe, which they now petition for; and, we
doubt not but it muft be evident, that the dimi-
nifhing the chances of profeflional promotion, at
the very period of human hiftory, when all the
fources of fcience are multiplied and expanded,
1s peculiarly illiberal, and injurious to mankind.
Such a plan can only arife in minds too narrow
to confult the public good, when placed in oppo-
fition to the love of power or pecuniary emolu-
ment. We have the fulleft confidence, there-
fore, that an attempt fo derogatory to juftice,
merit, and fcience at large, as that now in-
troduced by the bill in queftion, will never be
countenanced.

<

Remarks
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In an advertifement prefixed to the work he
informs us, that he attended the meeting at the
Crown and Anchor, on the §th of May, to con-
fider of the propriety of oppofing the Surgeons’
bill : but being foon convinced, that the objec-
tions made againft it were of no force, he
thought it his duty at the next meeting, two
days after, to fiate his view of the queftion.
He adds, that fome gentlemen prefent agreed
with him; but a greater number did not. This
determined him to inquire more fully into the
fubjeét; and to publith the refult of his in-
quiries ; in order to remove the miftakes which
had arifen concerning the bill.

During the whole progrefs of the oppofition to
the bill, Mr. C. acted a confpicuous part. After
{peaking againfi the bill, fubfcribing towards the
expenfe of oppofing it, aflifiing in drawing up,
and figning the petition againft it, he {fuddenly
veered about, and figned the counter-declaration.
From that time he daily attended the progrefs
of the bill, in the Houfe of Lords ; and was one
of its moft zealous partifans. Sometimes he
acted as the locum-tenens of the clerk’s clerk, and
kept the purple bag. At other times he ftood
by the principal framer of the bill, like a re-
ceiver, placed there to catch whatever dropt from
him ; and it muft be confcfled, he has caught a

U2 good



348 ) .
good deal of his fpirit ;—a jj:':n; which fiands in

need of RECTIFICATION.

Whether his converfion was real or pre-
tended, is not material to the public: T fhall
therefore confider what he has advanced in fup-
port of the bill; only premifing, that he is
guilty of mifreprefentation, when he pretends,
that he foon perceived the objeétions made againft
the bill were of no force. It muft be rather a
new occurrence in the annals of Parliament, for
a man to befeech the Legiflature not to liften to
his own petition, and to blow hot and cold at
the fame time, with the fame mouth.

Mr. C. is an apothecary, as well as a furgeon,
and as the rights of furgeons praéifing pharmacy
have been invaded by the Court of Affiftants, he
may be fuppofed, inthe part which he has taken,
to have facrificed his own intereft. But before
that point can be determined, it is neceffary to
afcertain, what are his hopes as an apothecary,
and what his pretenfions as a furgeon. By flat-
tering thofe, who could recommend or injure
him as an apothecary, he may poflibly promote
his own private advantage; and as all furgeons
preferibe, his book may fave him the trouble and
expenfe of writing in his window, Prefcriptions
faithfully prepared here.

Many
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Many members of the Corporation confefs, that
they had but little chance of rifing in furgery ;
and that they figned the counter-declaration to
oblige Mr. or Mr. , with whom their
bufinefs is much connected : thus acknowledging
themfelves to be mean fycophants and depend-
ants. Were {iriél inquiry made, it is probable it
might appear evident, that a certain gentleman,
who would fain be thought difinterefted, ba-
lanced in his own mind his pharmaceutical againft
his chirurgical hopes, (fatis contraria f;:#.:z repen-
dens), and that his chirurgical hopes kicked the
beam. But perhaps it may be deemed illiberal,
to fuppofe he would facrifice to his new divinities

what coft him nothing.

Mr. C. hazards a number of bold affertions,
and difplays a confiderable degree of quixotifm,
in defence of the Surgeons’ bill. He feems ap-
prehenfive left it fhould be imagined, that the
age of chivalry is gone, and the glory of the Sur-
geons’ Company extinguifhed for ever.

From his verfatility he bears much lefs re-
femblance to the renowned Chevalier of Spain, .
than to his antagonift the windmill. If his de-
fence is not the moft able, I hope it will prove a
cheap one. Yet notwithftanding his fulfome
adulation, if the friends of the bill know their

own
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Having deduced the profeflion from a moft
refpectable fource, and having moreover proved,
that the practitioners of that art were not admit-
ted to academical honours, nor even thought
worthy of being members of the univerfity of
Paris, he proves that in England it was difgraced
fiill more, by an aét of parliament which or-
dained, that furgeons fhould frequently affemble
with all the motley crew of the Barber-Sar-
geons’ Company, confifting of barbers, bagnio-
keepers, drapers, carpenters,

Black fpirits and white,
Blue {pirits and grey,

¢ for the purpofe of mproving the art, both in Jpe-

“ culation, and practice.”

Having thus afferted the illuftrious defeent of
the Corporation, he exprefles his aftonithment,
that Lord Thurlow and others thould fpeak of
its origin in difrefpectful terms. With regard to
the feience itfelf, its honours are eternal as the
heavens ; and can never be diminifhed, or aug-
mented by the breath of mortal fame : but it ill
becomes a Corporation to boaft of its dwmf}r
when it is but jult emerping from barberifm.

After bringing forward {ufficient evidence to
prove, that the profeflion has too often been dif-
honoured and difgraced, Mr. C. produces a few

inftances
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inflances of its having been fometimes properly
refpected.  But of what advantage are fuch argu-
ments ? |

Non tali auxilio, neque defenforibus iftis,
Tempus eget.

A rofe is not the lefs fweet, and ought not to
be the lefs efieemed, becaufe it {prung from a
dunghill : and, 1 truft, our fenators are fo far
from wanting examples, to urge them to pay due
honours to that divine art, that they would
glory in being the firft, who placed it on its
proper level, and laid the foundations of its great-

nefs.

The advocates for the Surgeons’ bill are of-
fended with thofe, who allude to the humble
origin of the Corporation. It was done with a
view to check pride, and mortify vanity. One
of the apologifts for that bill compares the pro-
feflion to the Nile ; which, from fmall begin-
nings, at length fwells into a mighty river. The
parallel is, indeed, too exa. The fimile runs
upon all-fours. Surgery, according to its pre-
fent cfiablithment in this country, not only re-

fembles the Nile in the fmallnefs of its fource,

but in producing many a half-formed animal,

and many a brainlefs monfter. It flows ina va-

riety of fireams; and as it flows, too oft, alas!
it
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it {preads a pefiilence, difpenfes death, and fat-
tens the land.

According to Bruce, the Nile rifes in Abyfli-
nia ; according to the author of the Drefling for
Lord Thurlow, many a furgeon, approved by the
Court of Examiners, appears to derive his learn-
ing from the fame fource.

Mer. C. feems to think, that thaving the kead
was formerly confidered as a capital operation ;
and barbers and furgeons as chips of the fame
block. Having thus, as a furgeon, .jealous of
the honour of his profeffion, afferted the dignity
of its origin, without the leaft inconfiftency he
tries to depreciate the other branches of the me-
dical art. He talks of the inferior branches of
practice ; and takes care to let us know, that fur-
gery was eftablifhed in England by authority,
fifty-nine years before phyfic,

Neverthelefs, he does not abfolutely decide,
whether phyfic or furgery deferves the preference ;
but by affirming that many of the difcoveries and
improvements in phyfic have been owing to
mere accident, while moft of the improvements
in furgery have originated in reafoning a priori,
and by quoting Celfus, to prove that the effeds
of furgery are more evident than thofe of any
other branch of the healing art, he plainly infi-

X nuates,
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After ftating the defign of the bill, Mr, C. ex-
prefies his opinion that the Legiflature which
refufed to fancétion it before, will not refufe to
fan&ion it at their next meeting. He has heard,
we prefume, that fenators are fallible men like
himfelf; and therefore concludes, that, like him-
felf, they cannot continue of the fame mind on
two fucceflive meetings.,

Mr. C. as well as others, had a complaint
againft the bill; but Jus complaint was of the
ephemeral kind. It is thought by fome, that as
the quaking-fit was fo “fhort and {o violent, the
diforder was an ague; and that it was cured by
the ufual fpecific; as they faw a little of the Je-
Jwits’ Tincture about his lips.

Mze. C. informs us, that in the propofed bill,
the names of the officers of the Company were
to be changed; but their power was to remain
exadtly the fame. This is an unguarded affer-
tion, in a perfon who attended the progrefs of
the bill in Parliament, and muft know, that bé-
fides other acceffions of power, their power of
levying contributions was to be extended from

feven to ten miles, and over all army and navy
furgeons.

He then tells us, it was propofed to fubftitute
in its ftead, a fpeculative and untricd fcheme ;
X2 for-
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grefs it has made. This he thinks the more ne-
ceffary, on account of the remarks made by Lord
Thurlow, in the laft {feflion of Parliament.

He juftly obferves, that  itis the object of a
¢« {cience, and not the ftate of it, from which
“ we are to cftimate its importance. The latter
“ depends on a variety of circumftances, which
¢ are fubje& to great uncertainty. The {pirit of
¢ the times, and the patronage of the public,
““ muft concur with the genius and indufiry of
¢ individuals, or few advances can be made in -
‘“ a profeflion like furgery; which, however
‘¢ contemptible it may appear to thofe who do
¢ not underftand it, opens on every path of
“ human inquiry ; and calls for the clofe and
¢¢ perfevering reflection of a vigorous and com-
¢ prehenfive mind.”

He remarks, that both furgery and phyfic
were formerly practifed in France by priefts : and
that when the priefts were forbidden to leave their
convents and vifit patients, they were confulted
at home. He tells us, that the fervants or
friends of the fick ufed to carry their urine and
other excrements to them, with as good an ac-
count as they could give of the indifpofition.
We cannot read this without recolle&ting, what
excrements were carried before our own divines,

daring the laft feflion of Parliament, in the form
of
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Yefimoniales literas afferat magiffrorum in medici-
nali facultate legentium, quod per annum faltem in ea
parte medicine fluduerit, que chirurgie mffruit
Facultaten ; et prafertim anatomiam  humanorum
corporum in fcholis didicerit, et fit in ea parie me-
dicine perfecius, fine qua nec inciffones falubriter
Sieri poterunt, nec frada curari. Bulzi Hift. Univ.
Par. tom. 1i1, p. 1358.

The world is obliged to Mr. C. for this quota-
tion. It deferves to be interwoven with the body
of his work; and not caft down into the notes,
like refufe matter. It is of more value than all
the bye-laws ever pafled at Surgeons’ Hall. Its
language is fuch, as would not difgrace the
Auguftan age. Its humanc intention, and en-
lichtened policy, would have done honour to
Solon or Lycurgus. Yet this is the produétion
of the thirteenth century. Let the eighteenth
century, which calls the thirteenth a barbarous
age; the eighteenth century, which leaves man-
kind miferable viclims to every defpicable pre-
tender, read this—and blufh !

By this wife and {alutary regulation it was or-
dained, that no perfon fhould be admitted to the
praétice of furgery, who did not bring teftimo-
nials from the profeflors, of his having fludied.
that branch of the healing art, and efpecially
anatomy, for one year at leaft. Modern times

are
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 bers; as did his fucceflor, Louis XIIL in
¢ 1615, the year after he was declared of age by
¢ theregent.” Thus it appears, that the {cience
has heretofore been thought worthy, as I truft it

ever will, of every honour which kings them-
felves can befiow.

‘In the ninth year of the reign of Henry the
Fifth, an aé of Parliament paffed in England, to
punifh thofe who practifed furgery without being
approved by mafters of the art. But Mr. C. ob-
ferves, that the furgeons of London did not ap-

ply for a patent of incorporation till the reign
of Edward the Fourth.

He {tates, that while beards were worn,
fhaving was an operation very rarely performed,
and was actually confidered as the bufinefs of a
furgeon ; being feldom needed, except in cafes
of fome accident which made it necefiary to re-
move the hair from the injured part ; or of thofe
difeafes in which confiderable relief was expected
from fhaving the head, and making certain ap- -
plications immediately to it. There 1s reafon to
believe, that prior to the reception of the faculty
of medicine into the Univerfity of Paris, this was
frequently performed by the clergy ; afterwards
by furgeons ; and it was thortly confined to the
Jlower clafs of them.

Y The
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The barbers of London, Mr. C. remarks, were
incorporated as furgeons, by Edward IV. in
1461 ; and as furgeons, and in no other capacity,
they obtained their charter from that prince.
This was the firft incorporation ever eftablifhedin
Great Britain, for the regulation of any branch
of the medical profefiion : being eredled fifty-nine
years before the College of Phyficians. By this
“charter, power was given to the governors, to
punith unlicenfed practitioners by fines, forfeit-

ures, and imprifonments.

Mr. C. afferts, that, ¢ befides other caufes

“ why furgery was of lefs importance than now,
¢ lawlefs love had not engendered that fatal
¢ poifon, which has fince overfpread fo many
¢¢ thoufands of her votaries with rottennefs and
“ mifery.” That lawlefs love engendered this
poifon, is, indeed, a vulgar notion; but we
could not have expected it to be adopted by any
profeffional man of the prefent day; efpecially
‘by a member of the Corporation of ‘Surgeons of
London,—by the champion of the Court of
Examiners,—by one who thinks the Corporation
worthy of collegiate honours. The Court of
Examiners have been cenfured for excluding
apothecaries from their Court : I hope Mr. C.
‘twho is an apothecary, will be a little more cau-
tious, left he thould furnith them with a juftifi-
: cation
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cation for excluding apothecaries not only from
the Court, but alfo from the Corporation.

If lawlefs love could engender that poifon,
the natives of the iflands in the South Sea would
have engendered it by their promifcuous amours;
and not have been beholden to Europeans for
that favour. Let me advife Mr. Chevalier, be-
fore he goes forth again, as the knight-crrant of
the petty-tyrants of a Corporation, as the diétator
of the fenate, and as the oracle of wifdom, to
learn a little of the rudiments of his own pro-
feflion :

Hz tibi erunt artes.

Mr. C. informs us, that the barbers and f{ur-
geons of Edinburgh were incorporated in 1503.
The act of Parliament to prevent phyficians or
furgeons from practifing in England, without an
examination and licence, was enacted in 1512,
We have the authority of Sir Thomas More,
Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain, for af-
firming, that at this period, his infernal Majefty
had plenty of barber-furgeons in his dominions.
This information may be ufeful to Mr. C. againft
he publifthes another edition of his works; in or-
der to make his hiftory of furgery complete.

He informs us, that < the Royal Academy of

¢ Surgery at Paris was inflituted by Louis XV,
p e % 1n
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“in 1731. The number of furgeons in the
¢ Company of Barber-Surgeons of London, at
“ the time of their feparation, was 114.” It is
difficult to difcover the utility of the different
publications in defence of the Surgeons’ bill,
unlefs it be, the humbling the pride of the mem-
bers of the Corporation, by reminding them of
difgraceful connexions.

After paying feveral handfome and well-me-
rited encomiums to fome of thofe furgeons, who
by their joint labours have advanced the fcience
to its prefent ftate in this kingdom, Mr. C. ex-
claims, *“ Who would have thought that Lon-
“ don, the centre of this favoured kingdom,
“ where furgery has been cultivated with fuch
¢ eminent advantage to mankind, f(hould have
¢ been marked out as the precife fpot, where
¢ its profeflors muft be held up to mockery and
¢¢ derifion ?”

While I cheerfully join with Mr. C. in vin-
dicating the honour of furgery, and in beftowing
a juft tribute of applaufe on a Chefelden, a Sharp,
a Pott, a Hawkins, a Bromfield, and thofe
twin-ftars, the Hunters, I by no means agree
with him, that the Legiflature would have been
juftified in fanctioning the late Surgeons’ bill,
even if thofe bright luminaries had arifen again

in one conftellation, to folicit fuch a meafure. I
truft
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truft its narrow, felfith, and illiberal policy, its
tyrannical fpirit, and its pernicious tendency,
have been fufficiently expofed. Of this 1ts
friends feem confcious ; or they would not make
the prefs groan, fora third time, with unanfwered
remarks; nor rake into the afhes of the illuf-
trious dead ; nor introduce their names, to {up-
port a drooping caufe.

Mr. C. and the other friends of the bill,
ought to recolle&t, that the oppofition to that
bill arofe, not from an objecion to the Society’s
enjoying collegiate honours, but to a felf-elected
junto’s exercifing a defpotic power. Mr. C.
however endeavours to juftify the whole bill;
and feems to think that the members at large
ought to be bound down with adamantine chains
to perpetual flavery. His fentiments are conge-
nial with thofe of the planters of Saint Domingo;
who, when their agent in London had afferted,
that ¢ the public mind of the nation feems in-
“ clined to acknowledge, that the continuation
“ of flavery is odious and ufelefs,” publithed an
advertifement in the London papers, to the fol-
lowing effect— The inhabitants, jufily ap-
“ prehending, that a longer filence on their part
“ refpecting fuch dangerous doéérines, might be
confirued into an implicit avowal of them,
and alarmed at the impreflions which their not
noticing them might give rife to, in confe-

‘¢ quence
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¢ quence of the confidence of which Mr. Ma-
¢ louct avails himfelf, are now eager to fiep for-
“ ward, to difavow them, and in order more
¢ formally to do fo,” &c. Should the Surgeons’
bill again experience the fame fate, as I trufi it
will, it may be fent to Saint Domingo. It is an
exotic, and not likely to flourifh in our foil.

Mr. C. tells us, that the focieties of furgeons
in Edinburgh and Dublin have been incorporated
as colleges, without any hefitation. What does
this prove ? That our Legiflators were ready to
confer a juft rank on the liberal profeflors of the
fcience ; while they rejected with indignation,
the felf-interefted propofals of an odious and un-
juft ufurpation and monopoly.

Mr. C. tells us, that it is impoflible to main-
tain the vigour and perfeétion of any {fcience,
without holding out encouragements for men of
talents and property to devote themfelves to it;
and that thefe encouragements are rank and for-
tune; Mr. C. is right in ftating, thata man who
~ devotes himfelf to furgery, fhould have good pro-
perty as well as talents. But it will be very
little confolation to fuch a man to know, that at
prefent no encouragements are held out to him
in this kingdom, to devote his talents to that {ci-
ence. Whatever beneficent defigns the Legifla-

ture has formerly entertained, whatever {chemes
it
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it has planned for the promotion of the art, its
favour has been diverted from its proper channel
by the domineering few, and abforbed in their
own vortex.

It is well known, that no incitements are held
forth, no rewards are offered, no remuneration
is propofed, for men of talents and fortune, who
exert thofe talents, and expend that fortune, in
{urgical inquiries. After wafting the flower of
his youth, and a confiderable part of his fortune,
in the acquifition of ufeful fcience, after a claf-
fical education, and a patient and laborious
refearch after profeflional knowledge, in books,
in lectures, in anatomical purfuits, in the melan-
choly abodes of the fick and lame, the dying and
the dead,—after the dangerous and loathfome
tafk of diffecting putrid and infectious bodies,—
he is not entitled to any prompt and adequate
recompence for his attendance and {kill, like the
phyfician; but, when the cure is performed,
thinks himfelf fortunate if he is not totally de-
frauded. A man of fmall fortune who has de-
voted himfelf to this profeflion, may thank his
ftars, if, after following the pratice twenty
years, he does not fit down poorer than he was
when he begun. How unlike 1s this to the fate of
thofe, who devote their talents to other learned
profeflions !

But
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But what marks out the furgeon as deftined to
the moft fevere lot, and as the viétim of peculiar
vengeance, 1s, that he muft either fubmit to con-
fume, not only his time, his labour, and perhaps
his health, but alfo his fortune, in the fervice of
the public, with a very precarious profpeét of a
jufl return. Rank and fortune, and the patron-
age of the public, are allowed by Mr. C. to be
neceflary encouragements towards maintaining
the vigour and perfection of the fcience. If a
young furgeon, of moderate fortune and con-
nexions, refrains from practifing pharmacy,
he muft ftarve: if he pra&tife pharmacy,
he will forfeit all chance of preferment in the
Corporation, and be degraded, for {upporting
himfelf in an honourable way, and rendering
himfelf ufeful. Thus Mr. C. pleads for the ne-
ceffity of the ufual encouragements, rank and
fortune, for the felf-eleted few ; but denies
thofe advantages to the members of the Corpora-
tion at large. They are doomed to fpend their
fortune, or forfeit their rank, by a moft ini-
quitous and impolitic bye-law ; which operates
like a mildew ; checking the cultivation of their
talents, blighting the fruits of their genius, dif-
“appointing all their expeétations, and blafting
all their hopes.

In anfwer to thefe obfervaiions and arguments,

Mr. C. may produce a few inflances of perfons
2 edu-
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educated in pharmacy, who have become emi-
nent as furgeons. Let him look a little decper
than the furface, and he will fee, that they owe
their rife to a furgeoncy prm:.?:.::ﬁd in the Guards,
or in an ke/pital, to an acceffion of fortune, or to
patronage : |

Haud facilé emergunt, quorum virtutibus obftat
Res angufta domi.

Mr. C. tells us, that furgery and phyfic were
always blended, in the pra&tice of thofe famous
men of old, feveral of whom were deified and
adored by a people, ignorant, it is true, of reli-
gion, but wvery well acquainted with the policy of
nations : yet, withan unaccountable inconfiftency
he gives his opinion, that however neceflary it
may be, that fome furgeons in the military and
naval departments, and in other fituations,
fhould act in a twofold capacity, this is a necef-
fity arifing from contingent circumftances, and
not at all from the nature of the profeffion.
When we read fuch contradictory fentiments,
we cannot help lamenting, that any circum-
ftances fhould render it neceflary for Mr. Che-
valier to alt i a twofold capacity. Tt is rather
unfortunate, when a perfon reduces us to fuch
a dilemma, that we cannot acquit him of dupli-
city, without bringing an impeachment againft
his underftanding.

Z After
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After obferving, that thofe who pradtifed
phyfic and furgery in conjunction, were deified
and adored by a people well acquainted with the
policy of nations, and after juftly ridiculing the
dodtrine maintained in the time of Queen Eliza-
beth, that if a man had but a boil on his nofe,
he muft have a furgeon to apply a plafer, a
phyfician to order him a purge, and an apothe-
cary to putitup; greatly To THE RELIEF OF HIS
PockET, and the good order of the profeffion, he

contends, that ¢ the two branches ought to be
““ cultivated difiinétly in a large metropolis ;
€ where the pmfcﬂ'ﬂrs of each can be fully em-
< ployed, and fufficiently rewarded.” This
doctrine merits the grateful acknowledgments of
every inhabitant of the metropolis ; as it will tend
greatly to the relief of his pocket, and the gaad or-

der of the profeffi Ton.

Thus Mr. C. recommends the feparation of the
two branches in his book, but combines them in
his pracice. He is fo great an advocate for fe-
vering the kindred arts, and knows fo much of
the perfons to whom we are indebted for im-
provements in furgery as to affert, that the pro-
fpenty and improvement of the art depend im-

mediately on thofe who cultivate it feparatﬂly, -

and alone. Thus it appears, that little 'im-
provement in the art is to be expe&ed from Mr.

Chevalier. :
But
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But the medical world in general have not fo
foon forgotten the names of William Hunter,
Hewfon, Monro, Cruikfhank, White, Kirkland,
Gooch, Wilmer, and Bell. Thefe, and many
others, who have united different branches of the
profeffion, Lave, by their joint labours, by their
extenfive erudition, by their medical as well as
chirurgical knowledge, improved the art at leaft
as much as the prefent Court of Examiners, whom
Mr. C. is inclined to deify and adore, as the a/pha
and omega of the profeffion.

The medical world in general have not for-
gotten the name of Allanfon; to whom furgery
is much more indebted for its improvement and
profperity, than to the whole Court of Examiners
put together. To him we are indebted for the
practice of healing by the firft intention, in ca-
pital operations. The value of this improve-
ment, on account of the pain it prevents, and
the lives it faves, is ineftimable. The flap-ope-
ration for the leg, when performed after his
manner, preferves the ufe of the knee, and fuch
eafe in walking, that fome who have undergone
that operation, declare, - that when they walk,
they forget they have loft their leg.

This operation, fo important and fo beneficial,
the gentlemen on whom alone Mr. C. fuppofes
the improvement and profperity of the art to de-

L2 pcn'd,
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pend, were the laft to adni:t. One of them at-
tempted it in vain; and was obliged to finifh
the bungling job by a fecond operation ; and to
facrifice the flap by the circular incifion. From
that time he decried the operation ; and, beinga
teacher of furgery, his opinion had extenfive in-
fluence. Another of the furgeons, on whom,
according to Mr. C. the improvement and pro-
{perity of the art depend, when, converfing on the
fubject, he betrayed ignorance of this improve-
ment, was told he might fee it defcribed in
Allanfon’s book on Amputation : to which he
replied, with a degree of felf-fufficiency peculi-

arly his own, I never read fuch books as
‘¢ thofe.”

Mr. C. declares a knowledge of the theory of
medicine to be the true foundation of good fur-
gical practice : yet with an inconfiftency worthy
of himfelf, affirms that the improvement and
profperity of the art depend immediately on thofe
who cultivate it feparately and alone. Poffibly
Mr. C. may forget, that the difcoveries of anato-
mifts, and phyficians, the improvements in the
theory and pradtice of phyfic, the difcovery of
the lymphatics, and of the circulation, which
were not made by perfons who confined them-
felves to the practice of furgery, have had fome
fmall fhare in improving that art. Mr. C. thinks
moft of the improvements in furgery have arifen

from
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from reafoning @ priori. Perhaps he thinks no
man is capable of reafoning 4 priori but a me-
chanic.

Speaking of the ftate of furgery in this king-
dom, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, Mr. C.
tells us, that the furgeons, not only then, but
for a long time after, were inattentive to that
true foundation of good furgical practice, a
knowledge of the theory of medicine; and this
neglect led them to admit feveral, perhaps many,
(rifum teneatis), into their number, who were
extremely ignorant in that refpect, and who were
merely acquainted with the general anatomy of
the body, and the mechanical performance of
fuch operations as were then in ufe. Alas! we
have known too many admitted of late years,
who knew no more of anatomy than what they
had learned from books, nor of the theory of me-
dicine than what they had learned by weighing
jalap, and pounding horfe-balls :—men who had
neitherattended hofpitals or lectures,norhadaclaf-
fical edacation, nor been under the tuition of any
furgeon, or even apothecary. To fuch men we have
known the lives of our brave feamen entrufied.
To fuch men, as well as to men and women
midwives, who in general are not examined,
horrid to relate! have we known too many of
the female fex, and their helplefs and innocent

offspring, fall vi®tims. This calls aloud for re-
drefs. It
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It is but juftice to remind our Legiflators, that
there is no law now in force to prevent men or
women from praétifing midwifery without an
examination. The College of Phyficians have,
indeed, infiituted a new order of pradtitioners,
called licentiates in midwifery. 'Into this order
they admit fuch as voluntarily offer themfelves,
provided they pafs their examination. This cere-
mony is rather too ridiculous to be paffed over
without fome animadverfion. Thofe who pro-
fefs the practice, are examined by thofe who do
not.

This order af merit is faid to have been planned
out of compliment to a very celebrated profeffor
of the obftetrical art, by a phyfician equally ce-
lebrated : and perhaps it is the only abfurd
thing ever propofed by him.—What would our
Englith Ariftophanes have faid, if he had feen
Docétor Laft turned Examiner ! Ne futor wlira
erepidam. '

To heighten this farce, they refufe to examine
thofe who practife pharmacy, and to inveft them
with this dignity. It is their place to thow, that
this diftinction is reconcilable to a regard for the
public welfare; which ought to f{uperfede all
othel confiderations ; and that it 1s not the off-
fpring of empty pride.’ Poflibly they were willing
to keep the Court of Examiners of the Corpora-

tion
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tion of Surgeons in countenance.  The Lord
«¢ created medicines out of the earth ; wherefore
¢ a wife man will not abhor them.” There is
great reafon to believe, that this new order was
propofed by partiality, adopted by inadvertence,
and will be abolifthed by refleétion.

I can pofitively aver, that furgeons in general
are not examined in medicine ; which 1s, as Mr.
C. jufily obferves, the true foundation, or rather
an eflential part of the true foundation, of good
furgical practice. 1 have heard a gentleman, to
whofe opinion, in general, I pay great deference,
affert, that a good anatomift is a good furgeon,
and that it had been fo determined by the Exa-
miners of the Company : forgetting, that medical
knowledge may frequently {uperfede the necef=
fity of operations ; and that prevention is better
than cure. Befides, without a properknowledge
of diagnoftics and prognoftics, a man cannot be
qualified to recommend an operation; and, with-
out having feen practice, he cannot be qualified
to perform it.

That improper members have been admitted,
and military furgeons approved, by the Court of
Examiners, is certain: but it is rather a delicate
point for their defenders to touch on. 1 venture
to affirm, that, making allowance for the im-
proved ftate of the profeflion, more ignorant

perfons
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perfons have been licenfed to pra&ife within the
laft thirty years, than at any former period.

A circamftance lately occurred, which proves
how dangerous it is to fuffer fuch perfons to prac-
tife. A furgeon who had paffed his examination
at the Hall, was willing to prove his fkill in mid-
wifery. After drenching his patient with wine,
without producing any effet, but fever, he fent
for a more experienced practitioner, whom he de-
fired to bring his infiraments, as, he faid, no-
thing elfe could be of ufe. Luckily he had not his

‘own by him; otherwife the life of the patient
would in all probability have been facrificed.
The perfon who was called in foon perceived
that infiruments were unneceffary; and that
Nature was equal to the tatk. Could thofe who
have it in their power to rectify this evil, be wit-
nefles to one of thofe diftrefling fcenes, where
women in {uch a fituation have been mal-treated,
the grievance would not long remain unredrefled.
In the prefent infiance, in addition to the fpeci-
men of ignorance already produced, the fame
gentleman recommended fruit for his patient, a
few hours after delivery ; and, a fthort time after,
plenty of animal food and wine. Luckily, his
advice was not followed.

Another member of the Corporation, being

called to a perfon labouring under a violent in-
flammation
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flammation of the bowels, neither bled him nor
directed a clyfier. It is fcarcely neceffary to
add, that the patient fell a facrifice to his 1gno-
rance ; and left the widow and fatherlefs to de-
plore the want of fome law in this country, to
prevent miferable charlatans from committing
their ravages with impunity. To neglet im-
pofing fome falutary reftraint on fuch pretenders,
is to fanétion the murders they commit. This
man is faid to have been a difector ; and might
therefore thine in his examination at Surgeons’
Hall ; but if he goes on at thisrate, he will foon
diffect all thofe, who are fo unfortunate as to fall
~under his hands. )

Since Mr. C. and other advocates for the late
bill of infamous memory, boldly challenge ex-
clufive honours and rewards for the mere fur-
geon, whom it is now the fathion to call a pure
furgeon, and infinuate that the profperity and
improvement of the profeflion depend on him
alone, it becomes neceflary to correét that mif-
reprefentation, |

Many valuable and important difcoveries and
improvements have been made in furgery by pro-
fefled anatomifts, and others, who practifed
more than one branch of the profeffion. What-
ever may be the merits of the prefent members of
the Corporation, the art itfelf is advanced to a de-

Aa gree
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grec of perfeftion before unknown. Exclufive
of the improvements made by furgeons, who com-
bine other branches of the medical profefiion with
their own, the difcoveries made by Haller, and
other phyficians, are of no fmall importance ;
and that of the circulation of the blood by Har-
vey, is certainly of the firft magnitude. The merit
of difcovering that the laéteals and other lympha-
tics,compofe one grand abforbent {yfiem, whether
it is due to Dr. Hunter or to Dr. Monro, militates
againft Mr. C.’s argument, and confirms what
he quotes from Dr. Gregory ; a pafiage which I
fhall tranflate. ¢ The facred fiream of Science,

““ which we now contemplate and venerate ;

¢ wonderful and immenfe! derived froma fmall
and unknown fountain, flows from age to
“ age: at firft a rivulet, it increafes gradually
¢ to a mighty flood, by the many but flow ad-
¢¢ ditions which it receives, and by the conflux
“ of innumerable rills on every fide; either of
¢ which alone, compared with {o great a bulk,
¢ feems to contribute fcarce any thing to its
¢ magnitude ; but all together, by the accumu-
¢¢ Jation of all their waters, form at length the
“ valt and delightful fiream that we behold ;
¢ refrefhing the happy fields through which it

“ flows, and rendering them fruitful.”

[ 14

When Mr. C. withes to prove that phyfie and
furgery ought to he feparated, he tells us, thofe
| | who
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who praétifed them together, were deified and
adored by a people well acquainted with the po-
licy of nations. When he wifhes to augment
the power of the Governors of the Corporation,
he admits, they have abufed the power with
which they were before entrufied. When he
wifhes to convince us, that no improvements are
to be expected but from particular parts, he tells
us that improvements are derived from all quar-
ters. When he gives us Gregory’s defcription of
the fiream of Science, he gives us an opportunity
of turning the fiream of argument againft him-
felf. In fhort, he wages war like a Dutchman ;
and furnifhes his opponents with arms.

Since Mr. C.declares a knowledge of the the-
ory of medicine to be the true foundation of good
furgical practice, I beg to know of him, what
theory of medicine inculcates a continuance of re-
pellents for more than a fortnight, in an inflam-
mation of the breaft, attended with increafing
tenfion and pain? A perfon labouring under
fuch a complaint, and fo treated, applied to me.
The induration of the tumor, and the rigidity of
the integuments, were fuch as I never witneffed
on any fimilar occafion, The patient complained
much of the bad management of the cafe, and
exprefled a fear, it might become cancerous.
She told me that a gentleman had attended her
above a fortnight ; and had applied nothing but

Aa a2 a cooling
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a cooling kind of water ; from which fhe was fo
far from receiving any benefit, that the daily
grew worfe. I directed a linfeed poultice, by
the emollient quality of which, the abfcefs burft
the next day; and after fome time, by the conti-

nuance of the fame application, fhe perfeétly re-
covered.

As Mr. C. is fond of quoting paffages to prove
what every furgeon knows, [ will quote one or
two from Bell's Syftem of Surgery, to prove
what it is a thame for any furgeon not to know.
Speaking of an inflammation of the breaft, he
fays, “ In the firft ftages of the diforder, difcuf-
¢ fion of the tumor fhould always be attempted,
¢ while 1t would be in vain, and highly impro-
€€ per, to advife it when the fwelling has been
¢¢ of fuch duration, as to have any tendency to
$¢ fuppurate.” 'The fame author enumerates the
-different external remedies which, in his opi-
nion, are moft to be trufied. He then informs
us, that by thefe, ¢ and by the reft of the treat-
¢ ment advifed above, almoft every tumor of
¢¢ this kind will be removed ; unlefs the inflamma-
¢ tion has been of long continuance before the reme-
dies are employed : in which cafe, if the pain
and tenfion are confiderable, it will always be
¢ more advifable 70 endeavour to bring the tumor
- to fuppurate, than to atiempt any other method of
¢ loure.”
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Since Mr. C. has finithed his Defence of the
Surgeons’ bill, and may be fuppofed to have
done reading the hiftories of the different uni-
verfities, and other learned focieties of Europe ;
fince he has finithed his #iffory of Jfurgery, I
would advife him to ftudy the firft elements of
its practice. He will be better qualified to judge
of the merit of other practitioners, when he is a
little more initiated in the art : and his opinion
concerning the abilities of other prattitioners will
have more weight, when he has eftablithed the
reputation of his own.

As a confiderable part of Mr. C.’s pamphlet is
{o totally irrelevant to the point in quefiion, we
cannot read it without regretting that any profe(-
fional man thould have wafied fo much time.
Befides other frivolous and infignificant inquiries
which he made, he informs us, that after a long
and tedious refearch, he has not been able to
find, ¢ that any furgeon was ftatedly appointed
‘“ to attend the King’s perfon, before the year
“ 1360, when Richard de Wy was made fur-
¢« geon to Edward III.” How much better
would Mr. C. have been employed, if he had

been reading about the virtues of a /linfeed
poultice !

It is no new thing, for ignorant pretenders to
depreciate and decry the talents of fuch as know
more
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more than themfelves. The farcaftic and illibe-
ral reflections thrown out at Surgeons’ Hall by
felf-clected cenfors, who have undergone no teft
of ability for that office, might be borne. The
taunts of the framers and defenders of the Sur-
geons' bill might be endured with patience : their
venom carries with it an antidote. But when the
profeflional charaéters of individuals are attacked,
in order to prejudice the public mind, and to in-
fluence the decifion of the Legiflature, however
we may fcorn the calumny as far as regards our
private intereft ; yet as members of fociety, and
all equally bound to promote the caufe of truth
and juflice, and of the public good, to the ut-
moft of our power; a difclofure of facts is loudly
called for, and filence would now become a

crime.

Our great tranflator of Homer quotes a paffage
from Plutarch to fhow, that in certain cafes a
perfon may be permitted to fpeak of his own
actions, without being guilty of oftentation:
one inftance is, “where he is injurionfly dealt
¢ qpith.” According to this maxim, no perfons
lave a greater right to fpeak of themfelves, than
the majority of the members of the Corporation

of Surgeons; for none have been treated with
greater injufiice.

Vanity
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Vanity would never have induced the author
of thefe remarks to publifh the following account
of certain cafes which have fallen under his care,
or under his obfervation; and, together with a
number of others which he could eafily relate,
have long ago convinced him, that the mere
furgeon is not pofleffed of the infallibility, or
even fuperiority afcribed to him by the prejudiced
and ignorant. As a proof of this, no one of the
cafes has ever been publifhed till now: nor
would they have been publithed now, had they
not been extorted by the mofit illiberal infinua-
tions, and the moft obftinate perfeverance in in-
jufiice.

A coachman, after an uncommon expofure to
cold, had a very confiderable {welling of the
glands of the neck, followed by fuppuration.
When the abfcefs burfi, the difcharge of matter
was profufe. In confequence of ulceration, an
alarming hemorrhage took place ; on which ac-
count I was fent for. While I was applying the
remedy for this fymptom, he informed me, he
had a letter to admit him into the Lock Hofpital;
and bad feen the furgeon, who allowed he was a
fit objeck for the charity ; and that he wasto be
received into the houfe as foon as there was a va-
caney.

Upon
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Upon inquiring into the particulars of the cafe,
I was convinced the furgeon of the Lock, (not
one of the prefent furgeons of that infiitution),
had miftaken the nature of his difeafe. The in-
guinal, as well as the cervical glands, were af-
fected : befides which, he had a tumor on the ex-
ternal part of the leg ; a violent cough, and into-
lerable rheumatic pains. After a minute invefii-
gation, and mature confideration, of all the cir-
cumitances of the diforder, I was confident it was
not of a venereal kind. He had not been affefted
with any of the original fymptoms of that difeafe ;
nor with blotches on the fkin ; although he had
now been 1ll above a year and half. Another
argument to confirm this opinion was, that his
wife, and child of a few months old, were in
* perfet health. - |

With {ueh glaring proofs, that the difeafe was
of a fcrophulous nature, 1 diffuaded him from
going into the Hofpital ; where he was to have
been falivated : a procefs, which in a perfon
much emaciated, affected with he@ic fymptoms,
and labouring under extreme debility, promifed
nothing but a fpeedy period to his exiftence. I
~ therefore undertook te attend him ; and muft beg
leave to obferve, I could have no intereft in that
offer, as he was at this time partly fupported by
Saint George’s parith, and partly by charity.
The ulcerations were fo deep, and extenfive,

2 that
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that all the mufcles of the anterior part, and fides
of the neck, were perfecily denuded, and partly
deftroyed, down to the thoulders. The difcharge
was fetid and exceflive. There were a num-
ber of finufes, which would not heal till they
were opened. At firft, it required full three
quarters of an hour every day to drefs him ; and
for the fpace of fix months, at leaft half an hour.
From that period, I fometimes left him to be
dreiled by others, and only called once in two
or three days. It was above two years after I
firft attended him, before the fores of the neck
were healed: and I had little reafon to fuppofe
it poffible, that he could live till they were
healed.

In the mean time all the complaints abated,
excepting the abfcefs of the leg. That had in-
creafed to a confiderable fize. As his former
means of fupport were in a great meafure with-
drawn, and he was now fcarce able to walk, and
required a nurfe to attend him, and other necef-
faries, which his fituation could not afford; I
advifed him to procure a letter, and gointo Saint
Bartholomew’s Hofpital. He accordingly pro-
cured a letter, and applied for admiflion; but
was told by the furgeon, whofe turn it was to
admit patients, that his was not a proper cafe
for the Hofpital ; that it would be dangerous to

Bb ' open
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open the tumor, and when it broke he muft
die.

Notwithftanding I faw no reafon to apprehend
any immediate danger from opening this abfcefs,
as it did not lie in the way of any large artery,
being very prominent, yet I was aware what
cenfure I fthould incur, if the event proved un-
favourable. After fome time, however, having
repeatedly explained to him that he could not
poflibly mend, but muft unavoidably grow
worfe, from delay; and knowing that the matter
lay under a fafcia, not likely to burft {fpontane-
oufly, till the limb was rendered incurable ; and
having his implicit aflfent, and ever requeft,
that I would act as I thought proper, I opened
the tumor, and difcharged a vaft quantity of
thin pus. No alarming fymptom occurred during
a fortnight; at the end of which time, he caught
a violent cold, which occafioned confiderable
inflammation and tumefaction of the leg. He
now refided at Iflington, for the fake of the air ;
and had for fome time earned his {ubfifience by
carrying out fmall parcels from an inn. As by
the change in his complaint he was rendered
unable to fupport himfelf, and was at too great a
diftance for me to attend him, I once more ad-
vifed him to go into an hofpital. He accordingly
went into Guy’s Hofpital ; where the furgeon,

under whofe care he happened to be, propofed
ampu-
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amputation ; but was over-ruled by another,
more advanced in years. After a thort time, he
propofed to lay open the whole fibula by an in-
cifion ; declaring the patient would not recover,
till that bone came entirely away ; but it might
not come away for fix or eight months.

Terrified at the thoughts of fo dreadful, and as
he conceived, fo unneceffary an operation, the
patient afked leave to go out ; and came to con-
fult me on the occafion. He was again much
emaciated ; and only a {mall part of the fibula
feemed to be carious ; which made the propofal
appear the more extraordinary. I advifed him
not to confent to the operation : upon which he
informed me, that unlefs he fubmitted to it, the
furgeon told him, he muft leave the hofpital in
the courfe of a few days. I comforted him, by
declaring, that no incifion was neceflary to be
made; as only a {mall part of the bone was dif-
eafed ; and, whenever it exfoliated, it would
either come away of ils own accord, or might ea-
fily be extralted by any furgeon who lived in
his neighbourhood.

This advice he followed ; and called on me
twice or three times, with fmall exfoliations of
the fibula; during which the leg regularly
mended ; and, after a few months, he perfeétly

regained his priftine health and vigour.
Bb 2 I have
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I have had the beft opportunity of fecing the
permanency of this cure. The furgeon who
formed an unfavourable prognoftic, was one
celebrated for acumen of judgment; and perhaps
unequalled in this or any other country. The
furgeon who thrice refcued this devoted viétim
from the jaws of defiruétion, was an obfcure
practitioner, and a fudent in bell-metal mortars ;
not one of thofe, on whom ke improvement and
profperity of the art immediately depend.

Were a ftri® and impartial inquiry made into
the comparative talents of medical men, it would
be found, that external appearances, fituation,
and rank in life, which are the gifts of fortune,
prejudice the mind ; and command more refpect
than intrinfic merit ; of which, as Mr. Warren
jufily obferved in the Houfe of Lords, mankind
are not proper judges. In forming an eftimate
of this fort, the particulars of the different cafes
which have fallen under the care of a praciitioner
muft be invefiigated ; his treatment of thofe cafis
confidered ; and his reafons for fuch treatment.
The fuccefs of his practice ought to be inquired
into ; as a probable criterion of his fkill, and
attention. It is not from the multitude of ope-
rations a man has performed, that we can judge
of his ability : furgeons ought not to be efti-
mated, like Indians, by their number of fcalps.

Had
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Had the authors of the Surgeons’ bill, and
their fycophants, obferved a little more modera-
tion, and been content with founding their own
praife, without ecalumniating thofe who are
fomething more than fimple {urgeons, the fame
charity which taught us forbearance before,
would teach it flill. But when, emboldened by
non-refiftance, they proclaim themfelves the

fountains of all knowledge, and all others as un-
worthy to follow in their train, juftice compels
us to check their prefumption. Former members
ofthe Court of Examiners have, indeed, reflected
lufire on that fphere: but, alas! thofe bright
luminaries are fet: and Science now feems to
look on Surgeons’ Hall with a malign afpedt,

“ As when the fun, new-ris'n,
Looks thro’ the horizontal, mifty {phere,
Shorn of his beams, or from hehind the moon,
In dull eclipfe, difaftrous twilight theds
On half the nations ; and with fear of change
Perplexes monarchs.”

Here I may be fufpedied, like the author of
the foregoing lines, to allude to royalty in dif-
grace. The monarchs of Surgeons’ Hall, are, in-
deed, perplexed, and fear a change. The rod of
their tyranny is broken by their own violence ;
their glories are eclipfed; and the throne of their
defpotiim totters to its foundation,

We



( 190 )

We are afflured by Mr. C. that the merits of
the Colleges of Edinburgh, and Dublin, cannot
be greater than thofe of the Governors of the
Corporation of Surgeons of London. If fo, they
will bear the touchfione of examination: and
emerge more bright from every trying ordeal,
like gold from the refining fire.

I fhall add a few more cafes to that which I
before adduced; to prove at once, that the deferts
of examining and hofpital furgeons have been
over-rated, and thofe of other furgeons depreci-
ated in proportion.

Awoman who had been for fome time affected
with a {light peripneumony, "applied to me on
account of a large tumor which made its appear-
ance in the lumbar region. On account of the
importance of the cafe, I wifhed her to confult
another furgeon with me..She therefore confulted
a gentleman before alluded to, whofe opinion
was held in the higheft eftimation ; an hofpital
furgeon, and a member of the Court of Examin-
ers. He recommended a plafter; and advifed
that the tumor fhould be left to break fpontane-
oufly : adding, that although it might not break
for fix months, he would not with it to be
opened. When the abfcefs broke, I met him
again in confultation ; and although it had

broken at a confiderable diftance from the bot-
tom,
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tom, fo that there was no depending drain, he

would not confent to any other alteration, but a
trifling enlargement of the orifice.

With this management, I {carcely need inform
any experienced pradtitioner, that the patient
grew worfe and worfe. I explained my opinion
to Sir William Fordyce; who at the fame time
attended as a phyfician. He told me, that his
ideas accorded with mine ; that the abfcefs ought
to bave been opened at the moft depending part:
that he had a difpute with the fame gentleman,
about a fimilar cafe, fome years before, but could
not carry his point, and his patient had died.
Sir William had been a praétitioner of pharmacy,
a fludent in bell-metal mortars, as well as a fur-
geon; and therefore could not be fuppofed to

underftand furgery fo well, as one who under-
ftood nothing elfe.

I was obliged to fubmit. The confequence
was, that from the lodgment of matter, an abfcefs
at length took place in the other loin ; and the
difeafe proved fatal. '

Some time after, I attended a gentleman with
a complaint of the fame kind, but much worfe, he
being far more reduced. In this cafe, I was fo
fortunate as to meet in confultation another

furgeon ; one of confiderable eminence; who is
{111l
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ftill living, but retired. We agreed that the mat-
ter ought to be difcharged. This furgeon told the
patient, that he would recommend fomething to
be applied to the tumor, previous to my making
the puncture, which would deaden the part, and
prevent him from feeling any pain. My readers
will be furprifed to hear, that this was a cauftic.
I was then not fufficiently eftablifhed in bufinefs
or reputation, to overcome the prejudice in fa-
vour of {o refpeétable a practitioner. However, I
told the patient my own opinion; which he
found true. I was alfo advifed by the fame gen-
tleman, to open the abfcefs about two days
" after the application of the cauftic; and to ufe a
canula, to keep the orifice open, and promote the
difcharge.

This gentleman never faw the patient again.
I purfued his plan. The cauftic gave exquifite
pain for four hours. Two days after, 1 opened the
abfcefs by punéturing the efchar ; and difcharged
a pint and a half of matter. Asfoon as the orifice
was in a ftate to admit of it, I introduced the ca-
nula : but, though fhort, it injured the internal
parts fo much, and occafiond fuch violent pain in
walking, that [.determined to leave it off. No
one can blame me for trying the canflic as an ano-
dyne, and the canula inftead of @ tent : they were

recommended by one of thofe furgeons, on whom
the
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the improvement and profperity of the art immediately
depend.

Inftead of the canula, I introduced a tent, over
which I laid a doffil of lint; and covered the
whole with a large plafter; in order to allow
and encourage the difcharge of matter, and ex-
clude the air.

On the fecond day, about half a pint of mat=
ter was evacuated ; and for a month or more,
about four ounces. He then went into the coun-
try, for the fake of a pure air; and in a few
months was fo far recovered, as to be able to
walk or ride without pain. The difcharge gra-
dually leffened ; and, in about fifteen months,
totally ceafed. For above ten years he has con-
tinued free from the complaint ; and is at prefent
in perfect health. This was a much more unpro-
mifing cafe than the former : the former had not
been attended with much pain ; but this patient
had fuffered excruciating tortures. He was
much more emaciated ; and appeared to be ina -

decline ; fo that little hope was entertained of his
recovery.

A man who had cut his finger with glafs, ap-
plied immediately to a furgeon; on whom he
waited, by direction, every morning. A confi-
derable degree of inflammation, and fuppuration

Cec n
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in different parts of the hand, took place. The
patient was ordered to foment and poultice the
hand ; but his furgeon, who is one of thofe o
whom the improvement and profperity of the art im-
mediately depend, told him not to prefs out the
matter on any account. This gentleman hap-
pening to be o indifpofed that he could not at-
tend to bufinefs, the patient came to me; and in-
formed me, that by the courfe he had purfued, he
had regularly grown worfe for three weeks. I
could not help exprefling my furprife, that any
pratitioner thould treat fuch a cafe in fuch a
manner ; and leave it to nature, or, in other
‘words, to negleét. In order to facilitate the dif- -
charge of matter, I found it neceflary to dilatea
fmall orifice communicating with the original
wound ; and to prefs out the contents of the ab-
fcefs twice a day. By this management, that part
of the hand mended daily. I was foon aftér
obliged to open another finus, where an abicefs
‘had burft: but he objected to my opening a third,
till he was convinced, by a long trial, thatit was
indifpenfably neceflary. He now afcribes the
falvation of his hand, to the fore throat which
feized the praditioner to whom he firft applied ;
and thinks his greateft efcape was that from his
furgeon. This gentleman, who is fo fortunate as
to poffefs that greateft mertt, good connexions,

is fince chofen ‘an hofpital furgeon ; where, as
Mr.
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Mr. Chevalier juftly obferves, he will have an
ample fcope for his incomparable practice.

I attended another patient who had an abfcefs
in the hand, with another furgeon, who alfo con-
fines his practice to furgery alone. I was much
furprifed, that during the courfe of feveral weeks,
notwithftanding the quantity of matter contained
in the hand was very great, and the fkin fo
thickened and hardened, that nature refufed a
vent, this gentleman would never agree to
making a proper opening. At length, when the
cafe appeared almoft defperate, he confented to
a fmall incifion. I exprefied a with, that it had
been done before. He replied, that there cer-
tainly was great mifchief in the hand now ; but
that I ought to have been the beft judge, as I faw
the cafe moft frequently. The faét is, that this
gentleman had feen it often in every fiage ; but
had laid it down as a rule not to be departed
from, that only a pundture was to be made in
any cafe of this kind: While this cafe was under
my care, being much alarmed as to the event, I
confulted two other eminent medical men con-
cerning it, One, who pradtifes only furgery, dif-
approved of an opening; the other, who had long
ferved in the army, firft as furgeon, and after-
wards as phyfician, and on whom his Majefty
has fince conferred diftinguithed henours, coin-
cided in opinion with me, that there was no

Cca2 danger
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danger in opening the abfcefs freely. At length
I divided two finufes; and the hand was per-
feCtly healed in a week. Since that time, I have
met with a number of inftances of abfcefies in the
hand and arm, in all of which, the cure was ac-
complifhed in the moft fpeedy manner, where no
lodgment of matter was allowed; and I have
never yet feen a fingle inftance, where the leaft
injury has enfued from opening a finus. This con-
vinces me, that all the mifchief attributed to the
admiffion of air, exc¢ept in the burfee mucofz, the
joints, and the large cavities, arifes from the
neglect of performing the operation in due
time.

I was confulted about an abfcefs, as large as
an’egg, fituated near the tendon of the rectus
cruris mufcle, in a boy four years of age.
Though I entertained no doubt of the propriety
of letting out the matter, yet being aware of the
uncertainty of the event, efpecially as the boy was
fcrophulous, T defired the parents to afk the opt.
nion of a very eminent furgeon, who was attend-
ing a patient in the famehoufe. This gentleman,
who was a very celebrated anatomift, was not al-
ways equally corre¢t in his chirurgical ideas;
though he pradifed no branch of the medical
profeflion but furgery. He advifed that the child
{hould be taken to the fea, and bathed; but that

fhe abfcefs thould not be opened.
! DICCIS | 3
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As it was not convenient for the friends of the
child to go to the falt water with him, and the
abfcefs increafed rapidly, threatening his limb,
and even his life, I exprefled my opinion, that
there was a much greater chance of cure from
opening the abfcefs, than from bathing in the fea;
that the delay of the operation was extremely
dangerous; and, if it appeared necefiary, he
might be bathed in the fea at any future time.

To this opinion his parents readily affented.
A fecton was paffed through the tumor, and re-
tained a few days; when the degree of inflam-
mation which arofe, pointed out the neceflity of
removing it. The part was drefled with a mild
ointment ; and a cure completed in a fortnight
from the operation. This is one inftance, among
many others which I have feen, to prove, that it
is as fafe to open fcrophulous abfceffes as any
others : but it would be unreafonable to expect,
that a cure can be as certain in a weak habit, as
in a firong one.

I confulted the fame furgeon refpeéting a cafe
of abfcefs of the knee, in a young man, arifing
from contufion. He had been three months in an
hofpital ; and was then advifed to try his native
2ir. - As he was going to the place by fea, this
gentleman, who placed too much confidence in
falt water, defired him to try it in the different

2 forms
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forms of immerfion, lotion, and cataplafin ; and
alfo to drink it. The town to which he went was
a bathing-place ; but neither the means already
mentioned, nor any others recommended by an
able furgeon under whofe care he was in the
country, availed any thing. After fome months
had elapfed, he returned to town; and applied
again to me. The difeafe had increafed, and not
only the bones forming the joint of the knee were
enlarged ; but the abfcefs was ready to burf
near the patella.

After this event, I waited till I had feen the pro-
grefs of the complaint ; ahd as, in addition to local
Iymptoms, hectic fever, and a wafting of flefh,
portended inevitable deftruction to the patient,
unlefs it were averted by an operation performed
without lofs of time, I told my opinion to his
mother ; who was fo imprudent as to inform him
of it rather abruptly. Upon hearing this, he ex-
prefled a with to go into an hofpital ; in which I
aflifted him. The furgeons there flattered him
with almoft a certain profpect of a cure. The
means employed to accomplith that end, con-
fifted principally in mercury rubbed into the
joint. It would be an infult to the underftanding
of my readers, to inform them what fuccefs at-
tended this procefs. Mercury is certainly a moft
valuable remedy in fome difeafes; but, ufed as it

is at prefent, it refembles the god who prefides
OyYCr
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over it; who fends many a foul to the fhades ;
and is reprefented with winged feet.

This unfortunate young man was at length
difmiffed from the hofpital. He returned into
the country : where amputation was performed,
and he died anafarcous, at the end of three

weeks |

Were I to relate the particulars of the great
number of eancers which I have feen prove fatal,
throngh the negleét of thofe gentlemen, on
whom the improvement and profperity of the art
depend, according to Mr. Chevalier, who affirms
that their merits cannot poflibly be greater than
they are, 1 fthould tire the reader’s patience, and
excite feelings that would be painful. I fhall,
however, mention a few cafes, in order to thow,
that the practitioners alluded to are fo far from
having any thing to boaft of, that they will find
it difficult to jufiify their conduct.

No error is more common, or more fatal, than
that of making a diftinction between a fcirrhus
and a cancer. No man is worthy of the name of
a furgeon, who does not difcern, and attempt
to crufh, that cockatrice in the egg.

Inficad of this, I have known a pure furgeon,
an Examiner, aflure a lady, that a fcirrhus, ac-
companied
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companied with lancinating pains, and a fenfe of
fcalding heat extending over the whole fide,
would not be attended with any material inconveni-
ence, if fhe fhould live twenty years. 1 had before
mformed her hufband, that I had no hope from
any remedy, but extirpation; which opinion
proved too true; for, in little more than a month,
the tumor was grown fo large and fo painful,
that another furgeon who was confulted with me,
declared it muft be removed. Accordingly I re-
moved it ; and the patient recovered.

I was applied to by a lady, who perceived a
tumor in the breaft, in confequence of a bruife.
From the fiate in which I found the breaft, I gave
the fame opinion to her hufband as in the former
cafe. Neverthelefs, to avoid any appearance of
too much precipitation, I applied leeches; and
called in another furgeon, an Examiner, in con-
{ultation. He flattered the patient much more
than I could in confcience do: whether from
error of judgment, or from intereft, I cannot fay.
As the progrefs of the cafe by no means juftified
any opinion he gave, firft or laft, during the
courfe of four or five months, it muft evidently
be owing to one of thofe caufes. The patient at-
tributed his favourable opinion of the cafe to -
tereft. I muft candidly confefs, I afcribed it to 2

different caufe.

It
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It is needlefs to fay, that a number of remedies
were tried in this cafe, though I had at firlt given
my opinion to the gentleman called in confulta-
tion, that I had never known one of them fuc-
ceed ; in whick he agreed with me. In proportion
as the cafe grew more defperate, he flattered the
patient the more with hopes of a cure. At length,
after ringing changes with mercury and cicuta,
which have deftroyed more cancerous patients -
than all the other medicines in the world, by de-
luding the unhappy fufferer with falfe hopes, and
preventing a timely recourfe to the only remedy,
he confefled that amputation muft no longer be

deferred. This was accordingly performed, and
the wound healed ; but the difeafe had affeéted
the whole habit, from neglect; and foon after
appeared 1n various parts of the body. Over its
melancholy termination, I beg leave to draw a
veil.

I was confulted about a feirrhous tumor of the
breaft, near the axilla, which had been perceived
a year and a half, in a girl about fifteen years of
ace. Though decided in opinion as to the neceflity
of removing it, I did not chufe to propofe an.
operation, without the fanétion of fome other
furgeon. The gentleman whofe opinion was
atked, recommended remedies which have feldom
or never anfwered the expeclations of the practi-

tioner. At our fecond meeting, the difeafe had
Dd made
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made a progrefs ; and when he propofed to try

the fame remedies for fome time longer, I ex-
prefiled my opinion, that they were not likely to
effect a cure. To this he replied, that the opera-
tion would not be a trifling one ; and he did not
conclude the difeafe to be of a cancerous nature,
as ke did not know what fuch a young girl could have
to do witha cancerous humour. Such language and
fentiments are fitter for a nurfe than for a fur-
geon. He gave fuch falfe hopes to the patient
and her friends, that I was told by them, they
would not trouble me to call again, as they could
not afford to pay more than one furgeon. I call
them falfe hopes in more refpects than one: in
the firft place, becaufe they were contrary to his
real opinion, exprefled to me in private ; in the
next, becaufe they proved fallacious. When we
met the fecond or third time, he faid, in the
hearing of the patient and her mother, he thought
I had taken off the breaft: this was an unguard-
ed, if not an infidious expreffion ; as I had never
advifed, or propofed the operation: but con-
fefled to him in private, that I did not expect to
fee the complaint cured ; that at firft I thould
_have thought it advifable to perform it, but was
afterwards doubtful, from the increafe of the dif-
order, if it would not be too late.

He informed the mother of the patient, he did not
doubt of curing the complaint, by a few pillsand a
courfe

L SIS S
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courfe of fea bathing. Prejudiced againft me by
mifreprefentation, and beguiled by fair promifes,
they difimifled me. They were of opinion that I
withed to remove the part, at a time when I had
told three of their friends the contrary: for I
thought it too late. This gentleman, who 1s an
Examiner, now knows, that a young girl may
have fomething to do with a cancer.

I was confulted by another patient, for a fimi-
lar complaint. She had before applied to another
furgeon ; who had given her mercury. Inftead
of her receiving any relief from this medicine,
hedlic fymptoms fupervened, and emaciation ;
which, from the wafting of the cellular mem-
brane, and confequent flaccidity of the breaft,
made her fuppofe the two fcirrhous tumors di-
minifthed.

After mature confideration, and a cautious
introduétion of the fubjed, -I recommended am-
putation of the part affected; to which the patient
replied, that fhe could not form fufficient refolu-
tionat prefent; but if the could make up her mind,
fhe would apply to me again, A few weeks
after, I was fent for, to attend her for a peri-
pneumony. As foon as this complaint was re-
moved, fhe again {poke concerning the fcirrhous
tumors. They had increafed in fize, andthe pain
was become more acute. Inftead of two, there

Dd 2 were
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were now three; and two in the other breaft.
We confulted a late eminent furgeon, alfo ce-
lebrated as an anatomift; who gave his opi-
nion, that as it was 700 foon to think of any ope-
ration, he would try a liniment which he men-
tioned. My only reafon for confulting another
furgeon in that cafe was, that I thought it oo
late for an operation. His liniment, together with
leeches applied frequently, proved ufelefs. The
patient, after trying the various remedies pro-
pofed by him and others, dragged on a miferable
exifience ; and at length fell a vi&im to that
dreadful difeafe, a cancer.

~ Not many years have elapfed, fince it was the
fathion to brand furgeons with an accufation of
cruelty to their patients; and to call them butch-
ers. 1 hope this charge was ill-founded: but
certain [ am, that many of the furgeons of the
prefent day run into the contrary extreme. I have
repeatedly heard a furgeon fay: ¢ My patient
¢ has requefted me to take off a leg.” This
is an imputation on the pradlitioner ; for no pa-
tient would be likely to make that requeft, till
the furgeon had proved himfelf unable to perform
a cure, and unwilling to propofe an operation.
Such furgeons would do well to refleét, that it is
not an indifference to the fufferings of the pa-
tient, but a regard for his welfare, which can re-
_concile any praflitioner to that defperate re-
medy : '

—immedi-
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immedicabile vulnus
Enfe refcindendum, ne pars fincera trahatur.

To avoid an imputation of neglect, and at the
fame time a charge of cruelty, thofe gentlemen
call an occult cancer a fcirrhus, atumor, a lump,
a fcrophulous difeafe ; or, in fhort, any thing, in
order to cover their timidity, and their anxious
concern for their own reputation.

Mr. Pott, after obferving that the extirpation
of fcirrhous tumors, while they continue indolent,
has often proved fuccefsful, and the patient has
continued free from any complaint of this kind
during life, gives his opinion, that this is, and
ever will be, a fufficient reafon for prefing fuch
operation for indolent tumors, when all other
circumftances are favourable. He adds, ¢ that
¢ the fcirrhus would remain through life indolent
‘¢ and inoffenfive, is very improbable.” He tells
us, that ¢ when a fcirrhus 1s favourably circum-
¢¢ ftanced, and fo fituated as that it may be ex-
¢¢ tirpated, fuch extirpation is the only remedy.”
After reading thefe remarks, how have I been
furprifed to hear thofe furgeons, on whom, ac-
cording to Mr. Chevalier, the improvement and
profperity of the art immediately depend, affirm,
in fcirrhous and cancerous cafes of long ftanding,
where the tumors were grown large, and the
fhooting pains violent, that they faw no prefling

occafion for an operation !
I was
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I was lately confulted by a furgeon, concern-
ing a cancer of the breaft of eight years duration.
He had before confulied another practitioner ; a
gentleman of great eminence. We all concurred
in opinion, that no cure could be expeéted, but
from amputation ; and that amputation was fiill
advifable, as the dileafe was confined to the
breafi. A day was fixed for the operation ; but
the patient was prevailed on by a relation, firft to
afk the opinion of a furgeon with whom he was
acquainted ; one of thofe, on whom, it is faid,
the improvement and profperity of the art depend.
He faid, he was furprifed how the gentlemen who
had feen the patient, could think of propofing
the knife. My readers will imagine he thought it
200 late. Quite the reverfe: he thought it zos
early. As a proof of which, after taking the pati-
ent out of the hands of her own furgeon, he pro-
mifed to cure her in a month: but was {o far
from fulfilling his promife, that he left her worfe
than he found her. |

As a humble remonfirance to this gentleman,
and others, who may call themfelves pure fur-
geons, I beg leave to tranfcribe a few paffages
from Bell’s excellent Syfiem of Surgery. That
author, as well as the three furgeons who agreed
in opinion concerning the forementioned cafe,
has ftudied and practifed fomething befides fur-

gery. I fhall leave it to the world to decide,
which
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which kind of furgeon ought to be called pure,
and which mmpure.

The celebrated author above mentioned, in the
chapter on the amputation of cancerous breafis,
fays : ¢« We have elfewhere thown, that cancer,
‘¢ on its firft appearance, is perhaps, in every in-
¢¢ france, a local affection only ; that the cancer-
¢ ous diathefis is produced, not by any original
¢ affection in the conftitution, but by abforption
“ from a local ulcer ; and hence we concluded,
¢ that every cancerous fore fhould be removed
‘“ by immediate amputation, wherever this can be
¢¢ praclifed.”

* This, we think, ought to be an eftablithed
¢ maxim, 1n the treatment of all cafes of cancer,
¢ wherever they are fituated ; but from their be-
‘“ ing, as we have faid, more apt to infect the ge-
¢¢ neral fyftem when feated on the mamma than
““ on other parts of the body, this is an additional
““ reafon for early amputation in every cancerous

¢ affection of the breaft.”

“ As every fcirrhous gland in this part, is apt

“ to degenerate into a real cancer, and as indura-
““ tions of this nature have hitherto refifted the
“ effetts of every other remedy, we fhould on
“ every occafion advife their removal by early
“amputation. This, we know, is a point, with
‘“ refpect
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“ refpect to which practitioners are not univer-
“ fally agreed; as it is alleged by fome, that
¢ fcirrhous glands in the mammaz have been
‘“ known to remain in an indolent, inoffenfive
¢ ftate, for a great length of time ; and there-
¢ fore, that their removal ought never to be at-

“ tempted, till they have actually proceeded to a
¢ flate of ulceration.

¢¢ But this opinion, which is evidently founded
““in timidity, has been the caufe of much unne-
¢ ceflary diftrefs to fuch individuals as have fol-
“ Jowed it; and has brought the operation of
¢ amputaing cancerous breafts into a degree of
¢ general difcredit, which it does not merit.
¢ There is no faét of which I am more convinced,
¢¢ than that many more would recover by means
“ of the operation, were it employed in a more
“ early period of the difeafe, particularly while the
¢ glands are fiill in a feirrhous fiate, and before
““ any matter is formed in them ; and as inftances
“ of their remaining in an indolent ftate for any
¢ confiderable length of time are wery rare, no
¢ dependence fhould be placed on their doing
¢ fo. It is not a fingle inftance or two, on
¢ which, in matters of this kind, an opinion
« ought to be formed : it is the refult of general
¢ obfervation which ought to dire¢t us; and

¢ eyery unbiaffed practitioner muit confefs, that
¢ what
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¢ what we have here aflerted refpecting this mat-
“ ter, is, at leaft in general, well-founded.

¢ The. propriety of early amputation of
“ fcirrhous breafts being admitted, and the prac-
¢ tice eftablithed, it may pofiibly happen in a
“ few inftances, that fcirrhous tumors of this
¥ part may be removed, which might have re-
“ mained in an indolent ftate for fome time
“ longer. But as this will not frequently hap-
 pen; as we have no means by which we can
 judge with certainty between fuch cafes as
“ might remain for fome time in this indolent
¢ ftate ; and thofe, the progrefs of which would
“ prove more rapid; and efpecially, as the ad-
¢ vantages derived from early amputation are
“ great, no hefitation fhould occur in putting it
“ umiverfally in prattice.

“ When praétitioners, therefore, have an op-
‘¢ portunity of amputating cancerous or {cirrhous
“ breafts early, they ought a/ways to embrace it.”

Mzr. Pott, in his Remarks on the Neceflity of
Amputation, in certain cafes, makes ufe of the
following arguments, which may be employed,
mutatis mutandis, in defence of operations in ge-
neral, and in defence of having timely recourfe
to them, when they appear neceffary.

Ee “ When



( 210 )

% When a judicious man fays, that a limb
 ought to be removed, it is not to be fuppofed he
- *“ means to fay, that it is abfolutely impofiible,
¥ at all events, that fuch limb can be faved, nor
“ that fuch patient muft infallibly die, if the
o operation be not performed ; no, he only
f“ means, that from repeated experience of him-
“ felf and others, in all times, it has been found,
¢¢ that the circumfiances above mentioned put the
¢ patient’s life much more to hazard in an at-
‘“ tempt to fave the limb, than the operation does
“ in removing it; and therefore, that humanity
““ as well as judgment determine for the latter.
¢ On the other hand it muft be allowed, that
¢ from fome of the worft of thefe cafes, fome
“ have had the good fortune to efcape; but ef-
€¢ capes they fo truly are, that I make no fcruple
“ to affirm, that in certain cafes and circum-
“ flances, a determination not to amputate, 1s a
¢ determination much more unfavourable and
¢¢ hazardous to the patient, than that for amputa-
¥ tion can be.” |

This opinion, fanétioned not only by the two
great improvers of the art, whom I have juft
thteﬁ, but by the fuffrage of many other able
men, I oppofe to the mal-practice before alluded
to ; and recommend a careful perufal of it to all
furgeons, botk young and old. It may be full as
pfeful to them, as reading hiftories of the Uni-

| verfity
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verfity of Paris, or Rymer's Feedera; or as a
tedious examination into a heap of old mufty
records, in order to afcertain whether Richard
de Wy was the firft barber-furgeon ftatedly ap-
pointed to attend the king’s perfon, and to mow
the crops of the royal head and chin. |

After all the panegyrics pronounced on the
framers of the Surgeons’ bill, by themfelves and
their dependants, let any one fcrutinize their
pratice with the critical eye of a profeflional
man ; let him recollet, what advances towards
perfection have been made in the art itfelf, what
excellent practical treatifes have been written,
what excellent fchools of furgery are eftablifhed
in this metropolis. Let him then read the account
I have given of the practice of thofe, who afpire
to abfolute dominion over the Corporation; and
fay, whether he perceives the marks of fupre-
macy ftamped on their foreheads ; whether their
talents appear more exquifite, or their ingenuity
and {kill of a divine original, more than thofe of
other men.

I thall 2dd another fpecimen or two, of the
manner in which fome of thofe praétitioners treat
other cafes that fall under their care. 1 attended
a gentleman, who had a fra¢ure of the ole-
cranon ; that 1s, the procefs of the ulna forming
the elbow. Ina fraGure of this bone, or of the

Ee 2 patella,
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patella, which correfponds to it in the lower ex-
tremity, itis fill the cufiom, as it formerly was
in all other fractures, to keep the limb extended.
This pofition of the fractured portions of the
bone brings them as near as poffible into con-
tact; and expedites their reunion,

It is well known, that reft is commonly
deemed neceflary for a fractured limb. In the
prefent cafe, I was over-ruled by one of the gen-
tlemen alluded to; who had fuperior influence,
from prejudices entertained in his favour by the
patient. He defired that the fore-arm might be
kept in a fiate of flexion; and that I would
make ufe of a rotatory motion of the limb every
day, to prevent that metion from being loft, by
an archylofis between the radius and ulna. In
fpite of thefe impediments, fome degree of union
took Piace between the fraétured parts, by the
intervention of a ligamentous fubftance ; but by
the means recommended by the fame practi-
tioner, to overcome the rigidity of the joint, ec-
cafioned by long-continued inflammation from
the original accident, the tendon was ruptured,
and the whole {cheme rendered abortive.
Whether this practice can be,confidered as an
improvement, I fhall leave to Mr. Chevalier to
determine.

On
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On the fame day that I bound up this frac-
ture, I alfo bound up a fractured olercranon for
a general officer far advanced in years; who
had been thrown down in the fireet by robbers,
and fallen on his elbow. In this cafe, the ole-
cranon was fhattered into five pieces : neverthe-
les, by means of plafter, bandage, reft, and
keeping the limb in a fiate of extenfion, a perfect
cure was accomplifhed in a month.

It 15, or ought to be, well known to all fur-
geons, that in a ﬂranguiated hernia, mortifica-
tion may commence 1n a few hours. Being fent
for by a woman labouring under this alarming
difeafe, I had recourfe to the ufual methods ;
but not reducing the hernia, I called in another
furgeon; a man of great eminence. He like-
wife failed in his efforts : but recommended re-
peated trials, ‘and the exertion of more force
than 1 thought prudent, in order to overcome
the difficulty. I was decidedly of opinion, that
the operation would have been lefs dangerous ;
but was obliged to bow to fuch great authority.
To avoid giving her friends much trouble, the
patient went into an hofpital. This was two
days after fhe perceived the firangulation. There,
the firft day was partly loft, and partly {pent in
idle attempts to reduce the rupture. The next
day, a confultation was held, and it was judged
tao foon for the operation ; on the day following,

there
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there was another confultation ; and it was thex
Judged Zeo Jate. 'This opinion refied on good
grounds, diarrhezea, coldnefs of the extremities,
and a total ceflation of pain. Notwith{tanding
all thefe irefragable proofs that the cafe was def-
perate, one of the furgeons who had previoufly
affifted in the confultation, and joined in decid-
ing that all attempts were hopelefs, went again
to the hofpital in the evening, and performed
the operation. The poor woman furvived #l/
the next morning.

Quis, talia fando,
Temperet a lacrymis ¢

This cafe, I hope not common, the gentle-
man whom I had confulted, propofed to lay be-
fore the governors of the hofpital ; but as I fuf~
pected perfonal animofity had fome fhare in fug-
gefting that meafure, I diffuaded him from it.
Even now, though compelled by truth and
juftice to deny the fuperiority of profeffional
talents which the framers of the bill arrogate to
themfelves, it is with reluétance I bring forward
thefe faéts. It would be a crime to diffemble,
and to conceal them at this time, when every
artifice is employed to depreciate the profeffional
characters of the members of the Corporation at
large, in the eftimation of the public, for the
fake of perpetuating an odious monopoly, and

- grati-
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gratifying a defpotic junto with an increafe of
defpotiim.

It is well known, that from an amputation of
the leg below the knee, aftcr the common me-
thod, the joint of the knee 1s rendered ufelefs ;
‘and the ftump is kept in a bent ftate, projecting
backwards, and caufing a confiderable inconve-
nience and deformity. The unfortunate fufferer
finds walking a fevere labour, and often thinks
life dearly Pﬁn:haﬁ:d on {uch terms.

To remedy this evil, variqus means have been
devifed ; but none that deferved general appro-
bation, till Mr. Allanfon of Liverpool difco-
vered, that healing by the firlt intention was
practicable in capital operations. By reviving
the flap-operation for the leg, and availing him-
felf of his ineftimable difcovery, he has probably
rendered a greater fervice to the world, than any
other furgeon of this, or of any age, or country.

By his improved method of operating, the pa-
tient preferves the ufe of the joint, and walks
with eafe and ‘pleafure. Thefe remarks I have,
in other parts of this publication, in fome mea-
fure anticipated ; not intending to infert particu-
lar cafes here: but undeferved afperfions, re-
peatedly caft on the profeffional charaéters of
the opponents of the late Surgeons’ bill, have

| {ince
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fince challenged a difclofure of the whole
truth.

Having had fome fhare in introducing that
improvement into this great metropolis, where
- the operation had becn performed only once be-
fore, excepting one unfuccefsful attempt in an
hofpital, I fhowed the cafe to feveral profef-
fional men, with an intention of recommending
a fimilar operation inftead of that in common
ufe ; the gentlemen on whom the improvement
and profperity of the art are faid to depend, not
having condefcended, at. that time, to adopt it.
The operation had fucceeded, and the cure was
complete ; when I was fo unfortunate as to in-
troduce one of the fupporters of the late bill to
the patient, who advifed, that he fhould have
a long firip of fticking-plafter applied to the
Part; in order to prevent a‘ retraction of the
gafirocnemius mufcle. I remarked, that the
fkin was irritable, and had been excoriated by
the flips of adhefive plafter which had already
been applied. To this he anfwered, that he
had a fort of fticking-plafter, which never pro-
duced any fuch effeét. 1 knew at the time, this
muft be a miftake ; and have feen different 1n-
ftances fince, to confirm that opinion; but,
from the confidence with which it was pro-
nounced, his affertion gained credit with the

by-ftanders, efpecially from the gentleman’s
“holding
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holding a fituation of fome rank. The confe-
quence however was, that I had nearly loft all
the reputation I had acquired by the cafe. An
excoriation, as large as the plafter, took place ;
which confined the patient much longer than the
operation had done; and was not healed with-
out great difficulty. The fame gentleman, when
confulted about a difeafe confined to #he thigh,
declared it was a fwnbar abfcefs.

Of fuch members is the Court of Affiftants
principally compofed. Yet, to two refpeciful
applications from the opponents of the late bill,
made at the inftance of Lord Thurlow, before
his Lordfhip had declared his opinion of them to
the world, the members of that Court did not
deign to give an anfwer; and, after a conference,
held in confequence of a third application, they
returned a contemptuous reply.

After recapitulating the propofitions offered by
the deputation of their opponents, the deputation
of the Court of Affifiants produced, at the fecond
interview, the following refolution :

¢ The propofitions fiated by the deputies have

“ been fubmitted to the Court of Afliftants ; and
“two of them having been reprefented as indif-
¢“ penfable, viz. That all officers be elected
 annually, by ballot of the members of the
Ff ¢ Corpora-
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““ Corporation at large; and that there be no
“ difqualifying bye-law, fo far as regards the
“ practice of midwifery and pharmacy :

“ The Court have confequently taken thefe
« propofitions into their confideration ; and have
‘““ inftructed their committee to inform the depu-
“ fies, that they are unanimoufly of opinion,
‘¢ that public utility, as well as their duty, call
¢ upon them unequivocally {o declare; that, to
¢ admit the propofed alterations in the aét of
¢¢ Parliament, by which the Corporation of Sur-
‘¢ geons has been governed for upwards of fifty
¢¢ years, and under the influence of which the
¢ public have been greatly benefited, and the
¢ profeflion of furgery been rapidly rifing in repu-
¢ tation, would be degrading to its profeffors, and
“ gbandoning the fervice of the public.”

After exprefling their difapprobation of thefe
two propofitions, they declare their readinefs to
renew the conference, in order to fettle the other
part of the arrangement, provided their oppo-
nents will difpenfe with thefe two demands.

The opponents of the Surgeons’ bill, having
gained one complete viclory, were fo far from
withing to triumph over fallen enemies, that they
forgot the infults and injuries formerly received

from the framers of the bill; and again propofed
a con-
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a conference, in order to conciliate the contend-
ing members of the Corporation. To their
friendly and polite overtures, a friendly and po-
lite anfiver was returned. After the conference a
long paunfe enfued,—a month at leaft elapfed,
before an anfwer was returned ; and we have
reafon to fufpeét, that advantage was taken of
this interval, to fieal a march on the members
of the Corporation at large ; to abufe the confi-
dence they placed in the iffue of the negotia-
tion, to prepare a frefh bill for the fubverfion of
their rights, and forge new chains to enthral
them.

The anfwer of the Court of Affiftants to the
propofal for an interview, breathed a fpirit of
moderation :

4 —— but they their wonted pride
Soon recolleéting, with high words, that bore
Semblance of worth, not fubflance, gently rais’d
Their fainting courage, and difpell’d their fears.”

Who would expeét the authors of the Sur-
geons’ bill, who made fuch an indifferent figure
in the Houfe of Lords, during the laft campaign,
to fpeak in fuch a lofty tone ? It ill becomes the
heroes of Surgeons” Hall to talk {o big in the ca-
binet, who looked fo little in the field. Pride
goeth before deftruction ; and a haughty fpirit before
a fall,

Ffa That



{ 220 Y

That the public have been benefited by the
‘inftitution of a Court of Examiners, although
founded on erroneous principles, I fhall not po-
fitively deny. Without any compliment to that
tribunal, or its members, we may fuppofe that
many fiudents are fomewhat more affiduous,
from having an examination hung over their
heads in terrorem. Thus, we admit, furgery
may have flourithed under its influence, as a
field of corn flourifhes under the influence of «
feare-crow.

How far the Court of Examiners have dif-
charged the duties of their officc, may be deter-
mined from the following anecdote. A noble
and learned Lord afked one of the principal
fupporters of the bill, what objection he had to
allow the members of the Corporation at large a
thare in the management of their own affairs ?
The anfwer was, Some of them are ignorant,
my Lord. To this his Lordfhip replied: The
more fhame for you, Mr, G , tolet loofe a fet
of ignorant fellows, to poifon me.

An attempt to injure the profeflional characters
of any members of the Corporation, is rather un-
becoming in thofe gentlemen, who grant ke ve-
nal diploma. To place this argument in a clearer
light, I fhall prefent my readers with the form of
that diploma :

l ¢« Know
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¢« Know all men by thefe prefents, that we,
¢« the Mafter, Wardens, and the reft of the
¢« Court of Examiners of the Company of Sur-
« seons of London, to that purpofe chofen and
<« conftituted by the authority of Parliament,
¢ have deliberately examined Mr. ——, and do
¢ ind him a fit and capable perfon to exercife
¢ the art and fcience of furgery; and we do ad-
¢ mit him to practife in the fame art, according
¢ to the force, form, and effect of the ftatute in
¢ that cafe made and provided. In witnefs
¢« whereof we have fubicribed our names; and
¢¢ have caufed the common feal of the faid Com-
¢ pany to be fet to thefe prefents.”

This declaration reduces the Court of Exa-
miners to an unfortunate dilemma. If the {uc-
cefsful candidates merit this diploma, the Court
of Examiners injure them by detraction ; if not,
they injure the public, by granting a licence to
commit manflaughter with impunity.

When the members of the Court of Examiners
object to univerfal {fuffrage, and univerfal eligi-
bility, and exprefs an apprehenfion of being de-
. graded by fuch an alteration in the conftitution
of the Company, they pay themfelves an 1ili-
judged compliment ; and betray a confcioufnefs,
cither of their own mifcondué, or of their own
defelts, Degeneres animos timor arguit., How

can
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can thofe mén be worthy to be members of a
Corporation, who are not worthy to be eligible
to office? How are thofe men fit to pradlife
furgery, who are not judges of the comparative
merits of other furgeons, nor even worthy to be
electors 2

‘When therefore the officers of the Corporation
refufe to fubmit to the choice of practitioners
examined and approved by themfelves, they pro-
claim, not the unworthinefs of the members of
the Corporation at large, but ther own unworthi-
nefs, to all the world. It 1s not an affociation
with fuch men, nor their approbation, but the
fear of being rejected by them, which occafions
an alarm. Whatever conternpt for pharmacy
thefe gentlemen may entertain, (for it is well
known, people fometimes defpife what they do
not underftand), none of them would be de-
] graded, nor would public utility fuffer any” great

detriment, if fome of them were fent to learn
pharmacy, which they ought to have learnt be-
fore ; and others were remanded to ke peftle and
mortar, from which they {prung.

But though I difapprove of the excluding bye-
law, becaufe [ deem it an unjuft fiigma, yet I
doubt if the apprehenfion of the Court of Exa-
miners is well founded ; that, in cafe of univer-

fal fuffrage, their Court would be filled with
apothe-



¢ %25 )

apothecaries. In the firft place, it is natural to
fuppofe, that hofpital-furgeons, and profeffors
of anatomy, would, in general, hel preferred as
Fxaminers. Befides, it is well known to the
members of the Corporation, that mutual
jealoufies, and jarring interefts, would com-
monly prevent the pradlitioners of pharmacy
from trying to aggrandize each other. In addi-
tion to thefe arguments, it muft be obferved ;
that gratitude for paft, and hopes of future favours,
would influence all thofe, who have no expect-
ations of rifing to the fame eminence, to vote
for the practitioner who fends 7kem his prefcrip-
tions.

With fuch advantages, the prefent rulers of
the Company can have nothing to fear, but from
fuperior abilities ; nor even from fuperior abili-
ties, till the mifts of prejudice are difpelled. It
1s, therefore, for the fake of confirming this pre-

judice, that they wifh to confirm their execrable
bye-law by aét of Parliament.

When we confider, that befides the members
who have taken an aétive part againft the bill,
and thofe who refide at a difiance, in all near
cightéen hundred, the Corporation can boaft the
names of Ofborne, Underwood, Cruikfhank,
Clark, and Croft, we cannot but be rather fur-
prifed, that Mr. C. fhould with to ratify that op-

probrious
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probrious byeslaw, and degrade fuch characters.
Whether he was redlly the author of the book,
or only fathered thé offspring of another, as fome
fufpedt to have been'the cafe, he deferves to
have the fourth letter of the alphabet added to
his degree ; and the three letters brought into
clofe conjunétion. It might then be faid, that
much learning had made him mad.

The gentlemen whofe names I have enume-
rated, i/l pradtife at leaft one of thofe branches
of the profeflion, which Mr. C. deems inferior.
Moft of them Aave practifed the other. Two of
them are very eminent profeflors, whofe lectures
Mr. C. has attended ; from which he has drawn,
or might have drawn, a confiderable fhare of
anatomical, chirurgical, and obftetrical {cience.
Surely, no motive of felf-intereft, or hope of
favour from the great champion of the bill, to
whom, dum fortuna fuit, Mr. C. feemed literally
to adhere, could inftigate him to approve of that

obnoxious bye-law ; and cafl an unmerited re-*-

proach on thofe celebrated profeffors, to whom
he is indebted for the beft part of his own know-

ledge.

Mr. C. fpeaks of inferior branches ; and as he
fpeaks of them as juft caufes of exclufion from
the offices of the Corporation, or College, it is

evident he means pharmacy and midwifery ; the
two
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two only branches of the medical profeflion that
are debarred from prefermentiin the Corporation.
fy ; they may ftill

They may fiill cup andy carify

blifter and glyfter; they may ftill ¢ draw teeth,
¢ or breathe a vein.” But if they fend out one
potion for the colic, or bring one human crea-
ture into the world, they forfeit all claim to the

honours of Surgeons’ Hall.

How unjuft and unwife this prohibitory bye-
law is, with refpet to pharmacy, Ihave elfewheré
fthown. As to midwifery, it is an art, to which
thofe who are in the habit of difparaging it, pro-
bably owe their exiftence. It cannot be inferiot
in importance ; perhaps it is fuperior, to any
other branch of furgery, or of the medical pro-
feflion. Two lives, at leaft, are generally con-
cerned in it; fometimes more: and, to fpeak in -
appropriate terms, it is pregnant with difficulties.

A contempt for that profeflion, can only be
harboured in low and grovelling minds. Having
remained too long in the hands of the ignorant
and illiterate, it has not yet quite thaken off the
prejudice entertained againft it, by the vulgar
and uninformed : but, befides the. chirurgical
fkill requifite for a pratitioner of that art, the
medical knowledge which is indifpenfably necef-
fary for the due difcharge of his office, ought to
have enfured him refpect.

Gg Of
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Of the difficultics arifing from a deformed
pelvis, from a retroverted, or a contradted ute-
rus, from uterine hemorrhages, and from con-
vulfions in the time of labour, the healer of
wounds, the bone-fetter, amputator, and litho-
tomift, can form but a faint conjecture: how
much lefs a man, who, it is faid, aés only as a
common furgeon and apothecary ; and labours
under all the prejudice fo unjufily excited againft
his profeflion.

One of the defenders of the bill endeavours to
affert the honours of furgery, by faying, that it
“1s of a recondite and abfirufe nature. How much
more recondite aud abftrufe is the obftetric art,
both from its nature, and the neceflity of ob-
ferving peculiar delicacy in its operations ? Bat
its practitioners have no opportunity of blazon-
ing their fame by public exhibitions, and per-
formances, in the theatre of an hofpital. On
the contrary, their judges are old women; who
arc mofi likely to cenfure, when they ought to
appland. |

Mr. C. affirms, that the theory of medicine is
the true bafis of furgery. Iffo, itis rather un-
fortunate that any perfons are permitted to prac-
tife furgery, without pafling fome ordeal, and
giving fome proofs of their underftanding the
elements of that {cience. I knew a very eminent

{urgeon,
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furgeon, whe declared, rather ina boafling man-
ner, and with a confiderable degree of felf-fuffi-
ciency, that he had never read Sydenham ; and,

to do him jufiice, I believe his declaration was
true. This gentleman was of opinion, that ani-
mal food was not hurtful in the fmall pox ; and
that in another well-known complaint, no medi-
cine was more efficacious than Jread pills !

Another very eminent furgeon, one of the pre-
fent Examiners, not above four years ago, con-
fined his patients during the eruption of the
fmall pox; and was afraid of letting them go
acrofs the fireet. The fame gentleman directed
fumulants to be copioufly adminiftered to a
perfon labouring under ‘a violent inflammatory
difeafe of the arm: but his advice was not fol-
lowed.

Should there not be fome regulation,. to pre-
vent the ill effeéts of fuch empiricifm ; which
threatens the more fatal confequences when fanc-
tioned by great names! If furgeons are to practife
in the medical department, let them be fubjeét to
a medical tribunal,

It is-a praétice with fome of thofe who do not
practife pharmacy, or midwifery, to call them-
felves pure furgeons. 1 hope they will in future
Jlick to their laff, and keep their hands pure.

Gga2 The
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‘The title mere furgeon would be full as proper.
But if they will lay afide that modern phrafe,
and ufc the language of their predeceffors, the
world will agree to call them, as heretofore,
Jurgeons; or fay, Mr. 18 only a Jurgeon.
What havoc muft have been made among their
patients by #4e worf of thofe who are only fur-
geons, meddling in phyfic, from the numerous
errors we have feen committed by the bgf /

Amicus Pott, amicus Hunter, magis amica Ve-
ritas. '

Mr. C. tells us, it has been confidered as a ca-
Pital defect in the bill, that it contained no pro-
vifion to oblige the members of the Corporation
to affemble as a literary body, for the commu-
nication of their refpective obfervations.

He tells us, the Surgeons’ Company is a civif
inflitution ; but there are many who differ from
him in opinion ; efpecially the army and navy
furgeons, who have been treated fo very uncivilly
by menaces and extortions; and the members of
the Corporation, who have fuffered fo much in-
jury from oppreflive bye-laws,

To be ferious ;—Mr. C. means, if he means
any thing, that it isa fociety founded on a broad
bafis; intended to promote a public purpofe ; that
it is a national inftitution. He tellsus, that the

end
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end for which the Company was incorporated,
was not the advancement of learning ; but fome-
thing very different : viz. to protet the public
from ignorant and unqualified practitioners.
Thus we fee, it is acknowledged by one of their
own advocates, that this fociety was not intended
for the advancement of knowledge ; and, that to
offer literary performaces to a Corporation, is to

cafl pearls before fwine.

- This was the 1dea of the governors of the Cor-
poration ; who had fuch an infuperable averfion
to all learning'and improvement, that they ufed to
bribe themfelves with five fhillings a head, out
of the common ftock of the Company, for every
lecture they attended at the Hall ; and probably
they thought themfelves but indifferently paid,
for fubmitting to fuch penance. |

Not fo the conqueror of Italy; that hero,
whofe praifes are refounded even by his enemies.
When elefted a member by the National Inti-
tute in France, he prefented the following ad-
drefs : “ The greateft of all triumphs, the only
“ conquefts which occafion no regret, are thofe
 made upon ignorance; and the moft ho-
““ nourable, as well as the moft ufeful employ-
““ ment for nations, is to contribute to the exten-
“ fion of human knowledge.” This great man
thinks lcarning, as well as virtue, its own re-

ward ;
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ward ; and would fcorn to receive five thillings,

for attending a leQure of the fociety that has
chofen him a member,

Fas eft et ab hofte doceri.

That the Corporation was meant to be a poli-
tical inftitution, is doubtful ; that it is not a
politic one, is certain. It is neither calculated
to be produétive of any material fervice to the
community in general, or to this city in particu-
lar. If it deferves the title of a civil inftitution
in any fenfe, it is only in one of the fenfes af-
figned to it by Johnfon, that it is #of a natural

inftitution.

Independent of its impolitic provifions, and
the unconftitutional powers conferred on its felf-
elected governors, this Corporation bears intrinfic
evidence of its being neither an emanation from
the executive government, nor from the legifla-
ture ; but the fruits of a confpiracy againft the
rights of profeflional men, and the interefis of ‘
- the public. Had the Company been incor- |
porated for the fake of protecting fociety from ig- o
norant and unqualified practitioners, the act of '
incorporation would have contained a claufe, to 'e.;
prevent furgeons from . pradtifing without a di-
ploma. It is a little remarkable, that the Court

of Examiners thould have been fifty years in dif-
: covering,
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covering, that they were not provided with

proper powers to anfwer the end of their infii-
tution.

Mr. C. obferves, “ It would bea curious, and
““ very ufeful undertaking, to inveftigate the
¢ principles of organization in fmall focieties: a
¢ fubject certainly worthy of inquiry; but hi-
+¢¢ therto very little underfiood, or even confi-
*¢¢ dered.” I fhall therefore attempt a thort effay

on that {ubjet ; and chalk out aflight fketch, in
hopes that Mr. C. or fome other able hand, will
complete the defign.

One fpecies of fmall fociety 1s called a confe-
deracy. Its organization is extremely fimple ;
and confifts in linking two or more perfons toge-
ther in the bond of felf-intereft. This kind of
fmall fociety is generally hoftile to the peace and
happinefs of mankind. Such was the confe-
deracy which enflaved the people of Poland; and
fuch was the confederacy which enflaved the
furgeons of London.

Another fpecies of fmall fociety is called a gang.
The former plunder by wholefale ; the latter by
retail. The latter as well as the former, at
length become fo hardened, from efcaping with
impunity, that they have been known to commit

their depredations in the purlieus of Newgate and
the
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the O/d Builgy ; and even to pick pockets under
the very gallows. 1

There is another fpecies of fmall fociety, called
a Corporation :

There at his banquet fits the lazy drone,
And reaps the fruits of labours not his own.

It differs in fome meafure from a college;e
which confifis of working bees alone. Thefe, if*
they are fuffered to remain unmolefied, are in-
dufirious ; and endeavour to approve themfelves
valuable members of the community: but I
would advife Mr. Chevalier not to provoke
them, otherwife he may find they have fings.

Mr. C. obferves, that ¢ the labours of the
¢« Royal Academy of Surgery in Paris need no
“ encomium. They are before the public in
¢ five quarto volumes ; replete with proofs of the
¢ ability of their authors.” The Counfellors of
the Academy of Surgery in London have pub-
lithed only one {iall pamphlet, entitled, The
Surgeons’ Bill. This, which may be called
multum in parvo, is a greater curiofity than any
thing contained in the whole five quarto volumes
of the French Academy. It tends to exalt the
authors of it above their fellows. No fuch extra-
ordinary production ever iflued from the council

of any other learned fociety under the fun : I beg
their
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their pardon; they feem to have been under the
influence of the moon.

M. C. pays a juft ‘tribute of applaufe to the
labours of Mr. Pott. They redound highly to
his honour : but till it can be proved that the
Corporation had a fhare in his works, it has no
more a title to thare in his fame, than in the for-
tune which he left behind him. He alfo beftows
" a high encomium on Mr. Hunter: but thisis an

everlafting reproach to the Court of Examiners;
. which, till the day of his death, never elected

him one of their number:

Mr. C. takes notice, that ¢ in the year 1743 an
¢ ediét was iffued in France, diffolving the con-
¢¢ nexion between furgeons and birbﬂr—furgeuns;
< that furgery was rapidly improving in England s
“ that anatomy was taught in feveral parts of the
“ ¢ity of London by profeffors of confiderable ability ;
¢ that feveral new hofpitals had been erelled, andin
“ all of them the education of pupils was admitted.”
He adds, ¢ The good effeéts of thefe charitable
‘¢ inftitutions were every where vifible, by the
“ firiking recoveries of patients who were fent up
“ to them from all parts of the country, in cafes
¢ formerly confidered as almoft certainly fatal.
‘ The public mind was therefore difpofed to think
¢ favourably of an art, by the perfe@ion of which
“ every one might look for relief, under a large

Hh “ and
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“ and afflicting portion of the fufferings common

% to humanity.”

Thefe circumfiances, it feems, together with
the rank the French furgeons had obtained, in-
creafed the defire of the furgeons of London to
break off' their connexion with the barbers.
How unfortunate it is for the credit of certain
gafoonading gentlemen and their encomiafis,
that Mr. Chevalier has not a better memory. Had
- he not forgotten himfelf, and the caufe he has
cfpoufed, he would not have made the age of
~ improvement in furgery commence two years be-
fore the feparation of furgeons from barbers. He
would firft have given an account of the erec-
tion of Surgeons' Hall; and' then have ex-
claimed in triumph: Incipiant magni procedere
menfes /| \

Previous to the period above mentioned, Mr.C,
obferves, ¢ it was almoft impoflible for the fur-
¢¢ geons in England to keep pace with their bre-
¢ thren in France: that there were but two hof-
« pitals in London ; that no pupils were al-
¢ lowed in one, and only nine at a time ad-
¢ mitted in the other; that the rulers of the
¢ united Company, a majority of them being
¢ barbers, firenuoufly maintained the bye-law,
¢ which fubjected every member who diffected a
t“ body out of their Hall without their permif-

¢¢ fion,



i g )

‘ fion, to a penalty of ten pounds, and rigor-
“ oufly profecuted all who difobeyed it.” The
removal of thefe impediments, and the abolition
of the title of Barber-furgeons, might do much
towards recommending the profeflion of {urgery
to men of liberal education ; and enabling them
to make a proficiency in the fcience. But to
what was this reform of its eftablithment owing?
To what, but to the gradual improvement of
arts and fciences, in this and other countries ;
and to the eftablifhment of anatomical {chools,
and of hofpitals which pupils were fuffered to
attend ?

Thus we find, that the furgeons did not dif-
{olve their connexion with the barber-furgeons,
till the golden age of improvement had begun to
dawn. Hence, advantage may be taken by
fome future £night errant, who may fally forth to
defend the caule, and to vindicate the honour of
barber-furgeons. He may pretend, as other gen-
tlemen and their Chevaliers have fince pretended,
that the improvements made in their time, are
made by their influence, and under their au-
fpices.

Upon this occafion, I cannot help fancying
that I fee Barber-furgeons’ Hall in an uproar,
and hear the clerk of the Company read the fol-

Hh 2 lowing
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lowing refolution of the Court of Affiftants:
namely, (not, to wit),

- ¢ The propofitions ftated by the duputies have
‘¢ been {ubmitted to the Court of Affifiants; and
‘¢ two of them having been reprefented as indif-
¢ penfable, &c.

¢ The Court have confequently taken thefe
¢¢ propofitions into their confideration, and have
‘¢ inftruéted their Committee to inform the De-
‘¢ puties, that they are unanimoufly of opinion,
¢ that public utility, as well  their duty, call
¢ upon them unequivocally to declare, that, to
‘“ admit the propofed alterations in the act of
¢ Parliament, by which the Company of Barber-
¢ furgeons has been governed for upwards of
¢ two hundred years, and under the influence of
¢« which the public have been greatly benefited,
¢¢ and the profeflion of the Barber-furgeon been
¢ rapidly rifing in reputation, would be degrading
 to 1ts profeffors, and abandoning the fervice of the
¢ public.”

How would it have heightened this farce, if
there were any members of that Court, who ob-
je€ted to the admiflion of fuch as praclifed what
they themfelves had pratifed ; who had af-
cended to that Court by means of an hofpital, and
to that hofpital by means of femporary votes created

ak
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at their own expenfe ? How would it heighten the
farce, if there were any members in that Court,
who had gained their feats merely by their in-
tereft, or fortune, or connexions ! How would
it heighten the farce, if there were any members
in that Court, who were in an infolvent flate ;
and fcarce able to filence the clamors of their im-

portunate creditors ?

If anatomy is now tolerated, if hofpitals are
increafed, and pupils allowed to attend themj;
if able profeffors abound ; if an ardent zeal for .
knowledge is kindled, and an enthufiaftic {pirit
of inquiry gone forth; no thanks are due to
thofe, who have held forth nothing but difcou-
ragements and exclufions, both to pupils and
profeflors in general; and who, from a mean
felfith motive, have tried to damp the ardor of
that zeal, and to extinguifh the fpirit of that en-
thufiafm, in the breaft of every rival candidate
for fortune and for fame.

The hope of applaufe, and fear of difgrace,
in the trying hour of examination, are powerful
incentives to diligence in a generous mind ; in-
dependent of any merit in thofe who execute the
funétion of Examiners. 1fthe Examiners of the
Surgeons’ Company have no profeflional cha-
raéter but what they have earned by the fervice
rendered to the public in their corporate capacity,

they have but little to boaft.
¢¢ Cotem-
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““ Cotemporary with Mr. Pott,” fays Mr,
Chevalier, ¢ were many in England, who have
¢ done honour to their profeffion and to their
¢ country ; and the benefit of whofe labours is
« fill defcending to thoufands, that know little
¢ of the fource from whence it is derived. The
¢ names of Sir Ceefar Hawkins and Mr. Brom-
¢ field are fiill in remembrance ; and will go
¢ down with honour to pofterity.”

Infandum, Chevalere, jubes renovare dolorem !

Let any one look at the portraits drawn by
Mr. Chevalier, fuch 1was the Court of Examiners ;
let any one look at the portraits drawn by me,
fuch s the Court of Examiners. It was once il-
lufirious : But oh! how changed, how fallen!
‘When Mr. Chevalier recalls to mind the merit of
former times, he only makes us lament the more
the degeneracy of the prefent. The advocates
for a {cientific body muft be confcious of a weak
caufe, and driven to a forlorn hope, when they
talk of Aereditary claims :

Et genus, et proavos, et qua non fecimus ipfi,
Vix ea noftra voco.

Whatever talents were pofleffed by the majo-
nity of the Court of Afliftants, they were all ex-
erted in fupport of the Surgeons’ bill. Whatever
influence, interefi, intimidation, or importunity

could
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could do, was done. In point of intereft, power,
and patronage, the fupporters of the bill were
every thing: their opponents nothing. The
firength of the fupporters of the bill was im-
‘menfe : but it was not directed with equal wif-
dom. * Fis confili expers mole ruit fud. They were
a brood of giants: but what is to be dreaded
even from a brood of giants, when they trample
on jufiice, and confound right and wrong, in
order to gratify their ambition ?

Happy would it be for the publie, would they
but exerta fmall thare of their talents in medical
inquiries ; and not doom their patients to fall
vi‘tims to their empiricifm. Too many dreadful
proofs of their ignorance of medicine occur, to
leave a doubt of this in the mind of any prac-
titioner of the leaft experience. A gentleman
who was troubled with a furgical complaint, alfo
laboured under a violent peripneumony. He
had a fevere cough, hot fkin, fluthed counte-
nance, furred tongue, and quick and hard pulfe.
Inftead of the antiphlogiftic plan, the chief fur-
geon who attended him, a very eminent man,
directed a generous diet, in order to promote the
incarnation of the fore. He not only allowed
him animal food, but advifed him to drink
porter, and port wine freely; and to take a dram
of powder of bark three times a day. After a few
days, he forctold, that his patient Wﬂ'llld‘ die of

a des
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a decline ; and by perfevering in his plan, veri-
fied his prediction.

- I have heard it affirmed, that if this gentleman
had diverted his attention more to medical pur-
fuits, he would not have made fo good a furgeon.
I prefume to think otherwife; and to hazard an
opinion, that the beft furgeons, when deftitute of
medical knowledge, defiroy more by their pre-
fcriptions, than they fave by their operations. Be-
fides, it is well known, that the neceflity of moft
operations might be prevented by timely care and
{kill ; and that internal and external remedies are
equally capable of contributing to that defirable
end. The prefervation of a patient by manual
operation, is not the whole duty of a furgeon;
there is another effential part of his profeflion,
which it behoves him to remember : Occidit quz
non fervat.,

Mr. C. endeavours to juflify the Court of Af-
fiftants for attempting to alter the conftitution of
the Company, without convening the Corpora-
tion. As well might he try to juftify a fieward,
for attempting to alienate his lord’s eftate without
his confent. Befides, they petitioned Parlia-
ment for a new a&, in their individual, and not
their corporate capacity. Add to this, having

violated two alts of Parliament, they had for-
feited

1
1
|
|
|
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feited all the power and authority over the Cor-
poration which they before poflefied.

Mr. C. remarks, that hitherto the members
have taken an oath, to obey the governors in all
lawful things; but he takes care not fo inform
us, that by the propofed act they were to take an
oath to obey them in all things, /lewful and
unlawful.

He maintains, that by the new a@, the Court
of Affiftants would not acquire any additional
power over the members: forgetting that they
would acquire a power of taxing them without
their own confent, and an abfolute dominion
over their property. They would likewife ac-
quire an abfolute dominion over their confcience,
by an unconditional oath of obedience ; and a
ratification of that arbitrary and unjuft bye-law,
which excludes nine-tenths of the Corporation
from all municipal diftin&ions ; and operates as
a difparagement on thofe who have gwen the
fame proofs of ability with themfelves.

Mr. C. declares, that the additional powet
had refpect to none but f'umre {ettlers, ‘between
the diftance of fcvcn and ten mﬁes mund Lon-
don. Thisisa gmfs mlf'mprefentatmn for it .is
notorious, and muft Have been known to one
who' attended the progrefs of the bill in the

15 R Houfe
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Houfe of Lords, that the additional power was
likewife propofed to be extended over all army
and navy furgeons who fettle in, and within
{feven miles of the metropolis.

But, Mr. C. adds, indeed this could not be
properly called an additional power ; it was only
an extenfion of the fame power to other objets.
According to this dotrine, the Court of Af-
fiftants would not acquiré any additional power,
~ if they were authorized by aét of Parliament to
tax all the pecople of Great Britain.

M. C. obferves, that the moft material objec-
tions to be confidered, are thofe which are made
againft the principle of this, and the former Sur-
geons’ bill : by this he means a principle of def- -
yotifm. He tells us, that to exorcife this fright-
ful fiend from the affairs of this extenfive and in-
creafing Corporation, various expedients have
been fuggefted. Thefe expedients, he tells us
were imperfeét. It is no difgrace to the oppo-
" nents of the bill, not to have been able to pro-
pofe extemporaneous remedies for all the tyran-
nical and oppreflive claufes, ‘and all the blunders
of the Surgeons’ bill. It is rather a difgrace in
the authors of that bill, to impofe on them fo

difficult a tafk.

4 He
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He tells us, that one of the expedients pro-
pofed was, to make the officers of the Company
annually eleétive. This,» however he may dif-
approve of it when it {uits his purpofe, may be
fupported by arguments which he himfelf has ad-
vanced. He afferts, that ¢ publicity is always a
““ fpur to active minds : that men of talents will
‘ not devote themfelves to any fcience, without
¢ the ufual encouragements; and that thefe en-
‘ couragements are rank and fortune.” It is
therefore a natural inference, that the greater
the probability of reward is, the greater improves
ments will be made in fcience ; and the more
numerous the candidates are, in whom you ex-
cite emulation, the greater profpect is opened of
advancing it to perfection. ;

Mzr. C. informs us, that the focieties of fur-
geons of Edinburgh and Dublin have both been
incorporated as Colleges without hefitation. This
proves, that the objection of Parliament was not
to the title of College. In the conftitution of the
Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, the
Examiners are annually elected by and from the
“whole College; and yet, Mr. C. admits, the:,r
~were incorporated without hefitation. Here
then is a precedent, here i1s a model, and the
only model, of a College of Surgeons, that is
hitherto eftablithed in this kingdom. With fuch

an example, I truft the Legiflature will not re-
iy, A5 fufe
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need of fuch an admonition. His addrefs of
thanks to his fellow-citizens is fo excellent an
elucidation of the point in quefiion, that I fhall
infert an extract from it in this place :—* No-
¢ thing now remains for me, but to endeavour
¢ to jufiify the confidence of my fellow-citizens,
‘< by a faithful difcharge of my various duties. 7
“ wwill never forget, gentlemen, that I am conflantly
“ dependent on your fuffrages : and it is my fervent
 hope, that every anniverfary of my appointment
< may return with undiminifhed fentiments of kind-

“ nefs on your part, as it w:ﬂ -w:ti; mme:g,f' ng fenfi-
¢ bility and gratitude on mine.’

Befides other advantages arifing from this fa-
lutary cuftom, an opportunity is afforded of cor-
reéting a bad choice at the end of the year; and
of fubftituting men whofe talents are ftill in their
vigour, in the room of thofe who have fuffered
from inevitable decay. Even Nature herfelf,
feemns to point out the neceflity of frequent elec-
fions ;

“ Vidi lecta diu, et multo {pectata labore,
Degenerare tamen ; ni vis humana quotannis
Maxima quaeque manu legeret. Sic omnia fatis
In pejus ruere, et retro fublapfa referri.

Non aliter, quam qui adverfo vix flumine lembum
Remigiis fubigit ; fi brachia forte remifit,

Atque illum in praceps prono rapit alveus amni.”

Mr.,
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Mr. C. informs us, that “ the great plea for
“ the neceflity of an alteration in the confiitution
¢ of the Company, is founded on the fiatement
“ of iheir affairs drawn up by Mr. Gunning. In
¢ this he points out their mifmanagcments ; which,
“ as far as they refpect the preient fubject, are
“ reducible to three heads; inattention to their
 wmnutes and accounts ; neglect in the condud of
“ their lectures, and umneceffary expenfes.” He
~adds, ¢ Cruttenden, the clerk of the Company,
¢ who had been imprudently confided in, went
¢ off with eight or nine hundred pouuds of their
¢ money. In this long, unfettled, encumbered
*¢ {tate of things, which lafted near forty years, it
‘¢ i3 no wonder irregularities crept into the ma-
* pagement of their minutes and accounts ;
¢ which at length became habitual.” Another
fault, for which Mr. C. confeffes they have no
fufficient excufe, is, that they have not given
any regular chirurgical lectures; though they
have received two legacies for that purpofe.

Thus, according to Mr. C.’s own account, the
Company may well exclaim: Forty years long
were we gricved with this generation. Not only
the members of the Corporation were diffatisfied
with their proeeedings ; but army and navy fur-
geons; a great number of whom were intimi-

dated by their menaces, and fubmitted to their
extor-
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extortions, as many an indignant fufferer is
ready to teflify. Others, to the amount of fifty,
entered into an affociation, and defied their
threatened profecutions.  Complaints againft
“their mifmanagement, and their illegal exaétions,
have been diffeminated far and wide ; yet thofe
gentlemen, in their Defence, circulated among
the members of the Houfe of ‘Peers, have the
modefly to affert, and Mr. C. re-echoes their af-
fertion, that in their conduét, not a fingle abufe
of power has hitherto been difcovered ; nor ene
fingle complaint ever been made againit them.
Surely they have forgotten Mr. Gunning’s long
catalogue of complaints ; recorded in their own
minutes ; but, alas! recorded in vain. Mr. C.
owns they have been guilty of inattention to their
ainutes.

Mr. C. repeats the old pretence of their ex-
amining army and navy furgeons gratis. This
has been fufficiently exploded in the preceding
pages. He acknowledges that the prefent mode
of paying the Examiners is exeeptionable: and
adds, that in the year 1790, a propofal was
made by Mr. Gunning, the Mafier of the Com-
pany, to a noble Lord at that time high in of
fice, for Government to allow a falary of four or
five hundred pounds a year, to be divided be-
tween the members of the Court of Examiners,
infiead of fecs. He then obferves, 'that foon

after
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felt accufation, or voluntary confeffion, on the
part of the Court of Examiners, or the Court of
Affiftants.  On the contrary, we have reafon to
conclude, as well from their general conduct,
as from particular confeflion, that they did not
recollect the contents of Mr. Gunning’s minute ;
but that the mibute itfelf, and their own mui-
~deeds which had given it birth, were buried to-
gether in oblivion. It is probable, the parties
accufed, after peruﬁﬁg the 'minute which ar-
raigned their conduét, never thought of it again:
otherwife they would not have fuffered fuch a
damning proof of their flagrant dereliétion of
duty to remain on record, and to rife up in judg-
ment againft them, without attempting one fub-
ftantial reform till now.

The great plea, which Mr. C. talks of, for
the neceflity of an alteration in the confiitution
of the Company, was proved by the clerk of the
Company to be a _fham plea. It was even denied
by the fupporters of the bill, that any alteration
in the confiitution of the Company was intended:
and the fame doctrine pervades the greateft part
of Mr. C.’s own work, It was a dﬂﬁl‘ﬂ of in-
demnification that firf prompted the rulers of
the Corporation to apply to Parliament : and it
"‘naturally occurred to them, that this was a fa-

vourable upportumt}r to gratify their ambitious
Y]E“"S-
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Whatever mad {chemes they devifed, the mem-

bers of the Corporation at large were to be the
{ufferers :

Quicquid delirunt reges, plefuntur Achivi.

The opponents of the bill have not only fuf-
tained great inconvenience and lofs in their pro-
feffional bufinefs, from the duty impofed on
them of refifting the attempted encroachments,
but are obliged to bear for the prefent, and per-
haps will ultimately bear, the greater part of the
expenfe. And wherefore is all this expenfe in-
curred ! The great plea, it fcems, is; that the
rulers of the Company, thofe gentlemen whofe
merits, Mr. C. declares, cannot poflibly be
greater than they are, have been inattentive to
their minutes and accounts; negligent in their
lectures, and prodigal in their expenfes; and
required an act of Parliament, to compel them to
difcharge their duty. |

But was this a reafon for attempting to rob
army and navy furgeons, and levy contributions
to a greater extent round London? The fame
plea, mecefity, might be advanced by other gen-
tlemen ; when they Ievy contributions, and make

their collections round London. But when men.

in power, whether in a ¢ivil or uncivil capacity,
think proper to mdtﬂge their inordinate ambi-
tion, there will never be wanting f{ome bafe

tool,
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tool, fome mean fycophant, to varnifh over
their crimes ;

——and with neceffity,
The tyrant’s plea, excufe their dev’lifh deeds.

But M. C. acquaints us, that the whole pré-
tence for accufation refts on their conduct of
their own bufinefs ; in which the mmpiainers
had no right to intermeddle. This is a fine
leflon for ftewards, that propriétors have no
right to intermeddle in the management of their
own eftates. If this is a true ftatement of the
cafe, it is high time for the confiitution of the
Company to be altered. ;

When Mr. C. declares, that with regard to
the conduct of the Court of Affiftants towards
the Company at large, not a fingle abufe of
power has hitherto been difcovered; not one
fingle complaint has ever been exhibited; he
muft be prepared to go great lengths to ferve his
new friends. This affertion 1s the more firange
in Mr, C. after his alluding to many of the com-
plaints brought by the Company apainft the
Court of Affiftants for their conduét; fuch as mif-
management of the revenues, unjuft exaétions,
unjuft exclufions from places of honour and
emolument, mifapplication of legacies, negle&
of giving leCtures, hegle® of purchafing a library,
neglect of calling general courts upon important
Kk 2 ocea-
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‘When ruminating on the nature of the defence
of the condu& of the Court of Afliftants, fet up
by Mr. C. 1 was led into a train of reflections,
which I think will ferve more clearly to elucidate
the point; and to enable the public to judge of
the force of Mr. C.’s arguments. He fays, as
far as mifmanagements have been detedled, the
Court of Examiners have been their own accufers,
by admitting the examination of their books; and
that the whole pretence for accufation refts on
their condud of their own bufinefs, in which the
complainers had no right to intermeddle.

Refle&ting on this kind of vind'ication, I could
not help fancying that a nobleman’s fervants had
a grand ball and fupper below ftairs; that the
wardrobes of their lord and lady were firipped
in order to attire the butler, houfekeeper, and
lady’s maid; the gentlemen of the livery, the
cook, and ladies of the bedchamber; the tables
decorated with the choicefi viands, the fide-board
wih plate, and the glaffes fparkling with bur-
gundy and champaign. In’the midft of their
fcﬁf?ityj thould the noble owners of the manfion,
alarmed at the riot and noify mirth, and high
life below flairs, chance to defcend, or order to
difcover the caufe, the domeftics might tell them,
that the nobility have no bufinefs with their own
affairs ; that they have been entrufted to fervants
from time immemorial ; that the whole pretence

for
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for accufation refls on their conduct of their own
bufingfs, in which the complainers have no right
to intermeddle ; that as far as mifmanagements
had been detected, the defendants were their own
accufers, by admitting the noify mufic into the
houfe ; and that their lord had nothing to do,
but to pay the piper. If this fhould not fatisfy
the complainers, they might add, in the words of
Mr. Chevalier, that the office they held was truft
committed to them for civil purpofes ; and that a
! precedent, to juftify their conduét, might be
- found in Lincoln’s Inun.

Mr. C. alludes to the bye-law which excludes
practitioners of pharmacy from advantageous of-
fices ; but I cannot perceive, that he exprefsly
mentions .its excluding the pracitioners of mid-
wifery. Poflibly he did not attempt to occupy
that poft, becaufe he thought it untenable: but
if midwifery produces nothing better than the
authors of fuch wretched pamphlets, as thofe we
have lately feen in defence of the Surgeons’ bill,
it is lefs beneficial to mankind than any other
branch of the medical profeffion ; and ought to
be degraded accordingly.

But although he does not direétlly men-
tion midwifery, he feems to glance at it, by
{peaking of furgeons who do not intermeddle

with inferior branches of pradlice. If a branch
of
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of the medical profeflion is contemptible, becaufe
it has at times been practifed by the ignorant, 1
fear no branch of it deferves to be held in much
efteem.

Mr. C. obferves, that the point to be confi-
dered is, whether there are any good reafons for
confining the government of a college of fur-
geons, to thofe who are furgeons only ?

Upon this occafion, in .addition to the argu-
ments before advanced on that fubjec, I fhall
infert fome obfervations communicated by a
learned and ingenious friend.

¢ The Royal Academy of Sciences in Paris was
¢¢ founded in the year 1666,—

¢ In page 2, tom. i. of the Hiftory of that
¢ Academy, the editor, who, I believe, was Mr.
¢ Du Hamel, gives the following account of the
¢“ improvements of anatomy a little anterior to
‘¢ this time ; which improvements feem to have
¢ originated rather from the difcoveries of a phy-
“ fician (Dr. Harvey), than from the furgeons
¢ themfelves: and it 1s, I think, very-probable,
¢¢ that almoft every improvement, both in fur-
¢ gery and anatomy, td the prefent hour, may
“¢¢ be traced up to this period; orat leafi it is much
¢ indebted to the light then thrown out. Cer-
“ tainly
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“ tainly we cannot refer any one of them fo the
¥ gencral merit of the Corporation of Surgeons

“ of this kingdom, nntw1thﬁandmg their extra-
2 vagant pretenfions,——

¢ The editor of that work obferves, that in
_“ England Baron Napicr has rendered himfelf fa-
‘“ mous by the invention of logarithms, and
‘¢ Harvey by the difcovery, or at leaft incon-
<« teftable proofs, of the circulation of the blood.
““ The honour which has accrued to the whole

¢ Enghth nation from this new {yftem of Harvey, .
"¢ feems to have attached the Englith to ana- -

“ tomy. Many of them have taken certain
« parts of the body in particular for the fubject
¢ of their refearches; as Wharton the glands,
«« Gliffon the liver, Willis the brain and nerves,
«¢ Lower the heart and its motions, &c.

[ (I)n the commencement of this Academy, as
¢ {pon as the chamber or company of mathema-
¢ ticians was completed, the attention of its
¢« members was turned to a company or chamber
« of phyfic. Asour opponents imagine the in-
« tereft of the public would be completely fa-
« crificed, by admitting any into the eouncil
¢¢ who unite a knowledge of any other branch of
¢ medicine with that of furgery, let us fee haw
-« M. Colbert, the then prime minifter of France,

¢ acted at that time, in conformity with the ge-
¢ neral
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% neral with of the Academy itfelf. The perfons
‘¢ he nominated for the chamber of phyfic, con-
“ fifted of two phyficians, two chemifts, two
““ anatomufts, and one botanift.

“« When the mathematicians and phyficians af-
¢ fembled for the firft time, the firt queftion
% propofed was, whether thefe two boards thoald
“in future be feparated, or united ? It was‘de-
“ termined," that they thould be nnited. ¢ Geo-
“ metry and phyfic are in themfelves united, and
‘¢ depend on each other for mutual affiftance.’
“ What would our pure, or rather our fimple
“ furgeons, think of even a propofal of this fort, -
¢ at the prefent day ? not only a Council uniting
* all the branches of the healing art ; but even
¢ mathematics and geometry at the fame time "

“The fame gentleman has favoured me with the
following remarks on Mr. C.’s calculations con-
cerning the late Surgeons’ Hall, and the houfe
lately purchafed in Lincoln’s Inn Fields.

< If Mr. C. were as accurate as he ought to

“ have been, confidering how much the books of
‘¢ the Corporation were at his fervice, he would
“ find, that the expenics of the old Hall, inftead
““ of being annually, as I think he has ftated
“ them, at 240/, could not amount to more than
L] “213l 3
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“ which the clerk pretended to have incurred in
“ confiructing his garden.

 The 260l per annum mentioned by Mr. C.
“ accrues, I fuppofe, from the intercft of the
“ money, or a part of the money, funk in con-
*“ firucting the Hall, added to the annual ex-
‘¢ penfe of taxes, &c. Certainly it cannot accrue
¢ from annual Tepairs, confidering the ftate of
¢ utter ruin, into which the pradence of the late
¢ Court has fuffered the building to fall: but the
“ areater part of this money is equally funk,
“ whether the Hall be fold or repaired: and fo
% far as relates to this matter, it will be an évil
¢« felt as fully, in one cafe as inthe other. The
£ Campan}f-, however, have had the ufe of this
“ money, and have enjoyed its utmoft value;
<t for they have enjoyed the ufe of the building
“¢ which was erected by its expenditure, till that
“ building was completely worn out, and the
¢ mere ruinous materials remain. No part of
¢¢ this money ought, therefore, to be taken into
¢¢ confideration, in the valuation of prefent annual
“ expenfe, excepting whgt it was probable would
“ be recovered by a fale of the wreck itfelf.

““ The only fair quefiion, then, that can be
# propofed is the following :

L1z ¢« What
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« Tt is faid, however, that 2000/ was flated
“ by the furveyor as a {um neceflary to be funk
“ in repairs of the old Hall. This, as before ob-
“* ferved, is alfo an exaggeration; his report
¢ having been 1500L Compare this expenfe
¢ with the fame furveyor's report of monies ne-
¢ ceflary to be funk in repairs, and other mat;
“¢ ters confequent on the purchafe of Mr. Bald-
¢ win’s houfe, . ,

“Repairsof theold Hall. . . . . . .« . f1,500
¢ Repairs of Mr. Baldwin’shoufe . . . fg500 = !
% Building a library in the houfe, and a theatre

¢ in the Old Bailey, as noticed by Mr. C.’ Emﬂ-—l,gfﬁ

¢« Surplus of expenfe in repairing the old Hall | #m

i3

¢¢ So that, after all that has been faid, the old
¢ Hall, when fully repaired, would have coft
¢ only 200l more than muft be expended in re-
¢ pairs and offices, in confequence of the late
#¢ purchafe, if it be retained; even according.to
¢ the eftimate of the Court itfelf. To fave this
¢ 200l to the Company, the officers of the late
“ Court have confented to part with a fum out of
“ the Company’s property, yielding- the yearly
““ intereft of 213/. and this for a perpetuity ! I
“ and yet here is a young man fent forwards by
¢ themfclves into the world, to trumpet fo_rtﬁ

 their unrivalled fagacity in this transfer of
¢ buildings ;
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“ buﬂdlngs ; and the vaft gain they have hcreby
. % gdded to the Company’s treafury ! 1!

¢ But thc]'r have at leaft acquired, we are told,

¢ by their conduct, a freehiold eftate for a leafe-
“hold; which at once counterbalances every
¢ poffible difadvantage ; and proves the late pur-
“ chafe to have been a far better bargain than
¢ the former. Yet even to this* propofition [
¢ can by no means affent; and for very ob-
“ vious reafons. I hiave already ftated, that by
« a fortunate fale of a part of the ground belong-
s ing to the old Hall to the Newgate committee,
¢-the Company acquired the nett fum of gool
“fo long ago as July 6th, 1769. What the
« Court have aCtually done with this fum, I
¢ cannot exactly tell :~but what they bught to
¢ have done with it, I have no hefitation in de-
¢ termining : and that is, they fhould immedi-
f‘ ately have converted the whole of it, both
£ priticipal and intereft, into a finking fund;
“ with a view of defraying the expenfe of erect-
€€ ing the Hall itfelf, as alfo of being provided
¢ with an adequ:a.te refource, againft any very
“ heavy repairs that might occafionally demand
' ;their attention, or even the purchafe of a free-
“ hold efiate, upon the actual termination of
“ the leafe, if at that time found advlfahle.
“ Had this rational plan been purfued, when,
s ncaﬂy thirty years fince, the above fum of
¥ gool,

|
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|
|
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“ gool. was added to the Company’s treafure,
< they would even now have had nearly double
“ the fum in their hands, which the ruinous °
“ ftate of the old Hall required, at the time of
“¢ its fale, to have put it into complete repair:
“ and had it not been fuffered to run to fuch a
¢ fiate of ruin, and the repairs been from time
% to time duly attended to, had they retained
¢¢ this building in their own bands, and fill fuf-
¢ fered the above finking fund to have accu-
“ mulated, the Company, on the termination of
“ the prefent leafe, of which about fifty-four
“ years remain unexpired, from the above gool.
“¢ zlone, would have been in pofleflion of a fund
“ ifluing from the very leafe itfelf, equal to
¢ twice the purchafe of the fee fimple either of
¢ the old Hall, or of Mr. Baldwin’s houfe : the
¢ accumulating capital, even allowing occafional
¢ drafts upon it for neceflary repairs, at that time,
“ being at leaft worth 11,000/ fierling.

¢ Before then I could confent, that the latter

¢« purchafe, although that of a frechold, and al-
““lowing it had been acquired at a much more
¢ reafonable fum, is a better bargain than the
“¢ jeafe of the ground for the old Hall, I mufi be
““ told, that there is a profpeét of benefiting the
“ Company by the fum of at leaft gocl. by the
““ fale of fome part of the freehold itfelf. But in-
“ ficad of this, inftead of the Company's ac~
* quuing



( 262 )

o quiring 9bol. after all the expenfe they have
“incurred by the purchafe, we are told that the
* fum of 1300l more remains yet to be fpent
- upnn the efiate, to make it fit for ufe.”

Mr. C. obfetves, that the great objeion to
the propofed confiitution is the power of making
bye-laws.  Certainly it is confidered in that
light ; efpecially when the perfons vefted with
i;hat power are not chofen, norapproved of, by

' the members of the Corporation at large.

This power he thinks not likely to be abufed,
becaufe no b}ré-ia"# can be wvalid, without the
fandion of fome of the great law officers.
¢ Hence,” he fays, ¢ no wanton, or illegal in-
 eonvenience, can ever be laid upon the'mem-
¢ bers at large.” That an injury has been com-
mitted on the Corporation at large is certain; it
is alfo notorious, that it was committed under
colour of law. If the law really conferred on them
this oppreflive power, all we can fay to their
tyrannical exercife of it is, fummum jus eff fumma _
é@ﬁﬂa. *
* The power of the Court of Affiftants to make
byé-laivs, Mr. C. fays, is a civil truft. If fo, i
they have exercifed it rather in an wncivi! man-
mer. He tels us, it has only thefe objedts in
Yﬂ'w‘; ﬁé qualifications of pradtitioners,  the

4 ¢ fupport
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“« fupport of the dignity and privileges of the
“ profeflion, and the management of receipts
““and expenits belonging to the infiitution,”
That the Court of Affiftants have grofsly neg-
lected their duty in all thefe refpeds, is mani-
feft from the proofs adduced againfi them by their
opponents, and even from the confeflions of
their own defenders.

¢“ Beyond thefe,” fays Mr. C. ¢ and what re-
“ Jates to thefe, they can have no power; and
““ whatever 1s direted to thefe, mufit be, hpdn
““ the whole, advantageous to the members at
“large; and cannot admit of any fubfiantial
¢¢ grievance, which will not {peedily corrett it-
e felf.” Under the head of receipts and expen-
diture, Mr. C. artfully conceals the power of
taxation. This is a mafked battery, intended to
be played off as occafion may require. Mr. CJs
idea of receipts and expenditure may be well ex-
plained by a fponge. That which was ufed by
the Court of Aflifiants had a great abforbent
power ; but they knew how to fqueeze it out.
They fqueezed it moft unmercifully, which was
a f{ubitantial grievance; but as inanition in-
creafed the abforbent power of the {ponge,
as it drank with moft avidity when it was
moft dry, it was a grievance which jpeedily cor-
rected tfelf. )

Mm Not
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~ Not fo the power of admitting unqualified
practitioners. The more they tafted the fweets
pf that office, the lefs were they able to refufe the
perquifites. Not only poverty, which has often
found a way into that Court, but even wealth,
i1s unable to refift the fafcinating charms of
lucre

Crefcit amor nummi, quantum ipfa pecunia crefcit.

In fhort, I appeal to the defences publifhed in
favour of the Surgeons’ bill for proofs, that the
grofieft abufes have prevailed in the Corporation ;
and although the indigence of the Company has
a tendency to correlt itfelf, it is only by the help
of extortion.

- Mr. C, obferves, that as the overfight of thefe
objects muft be entruficd fomewhere, Govern-
ment ought to entruft it to perfons of #ried abi-
lity. Perhaps, inftead of Government, he ought
to have faid, the Legiflature. The ability of the
late managers of the Corporation has indeed been
tried, and found wanting. 1t is for Mr. C. to
fay, whether he would with the fuperintendance
of thofe duties to be fecured in a fucceflion of
fuch perfons: we all know, theyare well enough
qualified for the overfight of their duties; for
they have overlooked them in a firange manner.

M.
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Mzr. C. jultly remarks, that the power of elec-
tion is of the utmofl importance; but argues ill
when he maintains it ought to be confined to a
few. He thinks twenty-one perfons fully com-
petent to tranfact the bufinefs of the Company ;
and that where it can be fafely tranfacled by a
few, it is improper to commit it to more. W hat-
ever we may think of the competency of twenty-
one to manage the affairs of the Cﬂrpnratiﬂn, we
agree with him, from paft experience, that zkere
is no peculiar charm in that number.

Mr. C. takes notice, that the reciprocal influ-
ence of perfonal and official dignity, is one’of
thofe fubjelts, on which #he new /light has not
yet condefcended to thine. I beg therefore he
will inform us, whether there is more official
dignity in an extortioner, or perfonal dignity in an
infolvent ? for neither of thofe charaéters is new
in that Court. Their reciprocal influence muft be
great.,

Mr. C. alludes to the bye-law which excludes
practitioners of pharmacy ; and is of opinien,
that although it has been the {ubje& of manjr
{evere animadverf{ions, ¢ the circumftances muft
‘“ be very rare, that will make a departure from
“ this rule admiffible.” It muft be acknow-
ledged, that, owing to the want of encourage-
ment, or rather to the difcouragement, held out

Mm 2 to
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to them by the Court of Affiftants, the majority
of the members of the Corporation, who are
practitioners of pharmacy, have not cultivated
their chirurgical talents as they could have done:
but for this their oppreffors, who ought to be
their proteétors, are to blame. e A

But Mr. C. tells us, that if circumftances
thould occur, that make it neceffary to depart
from this rule, thofe who make the bye-law will
have full power to make the exception. This is
a very convenient bye-law : it may be broken at
pleafure. It is a draw-bridge, which will ferve
tokeep out rivals: but it will accommodate itfelf,
~ to let in a friend upon occafion.

Mr. C.'s confeflion is rather unfortunate for
his patrons. It proves that the bye-law was not
intended to keep out ungualified perfons; for
{uch they need not elect; but to raife a prejudice
againft thofe members of the Corporation, wha,
from a more general knowledge of the medical
profeflion, had fuperinr claims to the confidence
of the public, §

‘What but jealoufy has caufed all the furgeons
of difpenfaries to be profcribed ? It is no difficult
matter to prove, that in curative {urgery, many
furgeons of difpenfaries, as well as private fur-

geons, are no lefs fuccefsful than thofe who be-
' long
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long to hofpitals: and in operative furgery, per=
haps not lefs expert. Such mean jealoufies,
and felfith monopolies, in profeffional men, are
no lefs injurious to the public, than difgraceful
to themfclves.

To the great names, with which this work is
interfperfed, of furgeons blending other branches
of the medical profeffion with their own, may be
added all army and navy furgeons, and forty-
nitie out of fifty of thofe who are fettled through-
out the Britith dominions: men, who, by their
ikill in the medical as well as the furgical de-
partment, and by greater attention to their pa-
tients than what is met with in hofpitals, prevent
the frequent neceflity of operations; but many
of whom are capable of performing them, when
neceffary, in a manner that does them no difcre.
dit. In Scotland, pharmacy is practifed by fur-
geons in general.

As the defenders of the Surgeons’ bill agree in
beflowing high encomiums on the Academy of
Surgery in Paris, I thall extraét a few obferva-
tions from the preface to their Memoirs, in order
to correct fome erroneous ideas entertained by
the friends of the bill. My readers will excufe
my giving thefe quotations an Englith drefs,
though lefs elegant than the original.

< Jf
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“ If furgery is fo difficult to be acquired,
“ would it not be entertaining an unjuft idea of
 it, to reduce it to the art of operating ! This
¢ art is undoubtedly an effential part of it ; it is
¢“ the operation which principally charaéterifes
¢ the furgeon : but the art of operating, confi-
“ dered abftradledly, depends merely on anato-
¢ mical knowledge, and dexterity of the hand.
“ Practice gives this dexterity ; but it gives not
“ the genius and the lights which ought to di-
113 J'e& i

¢¢ Herice, they who- eftimate the value of
¢ furgery by operations alone, they who believe
¢ that it 1s nothing but a long habit of opcrating
¢ that forms a great furgeon, labour under a very
¢ grofs miftake. In order to judge the better in
“ this refpect, let us examine operations as they
¢ are in themfelves: they may be reduced, either
¢ into eperations which are defcribed, or into
¢ thofe operations which vary according to the
¢ parts on which they are performed, and ac-
¢¢ cording to the difference of the difeafe.

« The place of thofe operations which are de-
¢ feribed 15 always fixed, the line is traced, the
¢ courfe of the operator is governed by rules.
¢¢ Can the habit which guides the furgeon in this
¢ line, where all the fieps he is to take are

¢ marked out, and from which he cannot de-
“ viate
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¢ viate if he has any memory or eyes, can this

“ habit be a decifive proof of capacity and
‘¢ talents?

« Thofe furgeons who reft all their merit on
¢ this foundation, degrade themfelves, and dif-
« parage their profeflion. The knowledge which
« is fo neceflary in fuch cafes to diret the hand,
¢« does not comprehend all that is requifite to
“ form a furgeon. The operations which are
“ regulated thereby, although they generally
< firike the vulgar, are but one point in the cure
¢ of difeafes. A knowledge of the cafes which
¢ require them, of the accidents that enfue, and
¢ the treatment which ought to vary according
“ to the nature and the diverfity of thofe ac-

« cidents, are not all thefe eflential objeds of
¢ {urgery ?

. *¢ The profound knowledge which conftitutes
¢ the bafis of furgery, conftitutes the merit and
“¢ the difficulty of that art: it fhows us, at the
“ fame time, from what hands we may expect
¢ its advancement.  Great furgeons are as rare
“ as genius, learning, and talents: geniusis the
“ fource of light, it is the univerfal infirument ;
“ but it is, if we may be allowed the expreffion,
‘ like the body: it becomes torpid from inac-
L tinni. A mind that i1s uncultivated is as inca-
¢ pable of difiinguifhing objeéls, of feeing their

| <¢ affinities,
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¢ affinities, and of purfuing a regular chain of
“ reafoning, as the body is of agility and flexi-
“ bility without previous exercife. It is there-
“ fore neceflary, that the underfranding thould
¢¢ be prepar® for its initiation in furgery, aswell
¢ as for its 1mtiation in other fciences: that is o
< fay, it thould be furnifhed, in the fiudy of this
¢ art, with that knowledge which unfolds to us
¢¢ the operations of nature. Without this know-
¢ ledge, it is impoffible to penetrate to thofe
¢ truths, which form the rules, by which we
« gught to conduct ourfelves in the cure of
¢ difeafes.”

 Qur authors next inform us, that the progref-
five improvements made in furgery, are owing en-
tirely to fuch as were guided by this knowledge.
After mentioning the names of fome of the moft
eminent, they add, < Many of thefe great men
<¢ joined the title of phyfician to that of furgeon ;
< becaufe in foreign univerfilies phyfic has not been
< feparated from furgery, as in the Univerfity of
« Paris.’ -

Here is a tacit acknowledgment of the mem-
bers of the Royal Academy, of the impolicy of
their Univerfity, which refufed to admit ftudents
into the faculty of medicine, unlefs they abj ured
fargery. Let furgeons of the eighteenth cen-

tury, who wifh to imitate fuch illiberal conduét,
bluth :
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blufhr: let them fee, by the confeffion even of
Srergeons, whom they are in the habit of extolling,
that {urgery is indebted for the progrefs it has
made, to our illufirious countryman Harvey,
and other praétitioners of medicine; and difcern
the impolicy of excluding from the government
of the Corporation thofe who blend any other
branch of the healing art with their own.

Mr. C. affirms, that furgery has flourithed
under the late regulation. In like manner, Chrif-
tianity flourithed under Julian the apoftate. He
does not even pretend, that the governors of the
Corporation have done any thing for the im-
provement of the fcience, except in their indivi-
dual capacity. The only feminaries for the edu-
cation of furgeons, are private aratomical thea-
tres ; and hofpitals, in which the Corporation
- has no concern, and over which it has no
control.

He tells us, that the memberts of the Court of
Affiftants have afked for higher rank, becaufe it
has already been beftowed on their brethren in
Seotland and Ireland ; whofe merits, great as
they may be, cannot be fuperior to their own.
It is rather unfortunate, that Mr. C. has brought
fuch a body of evidence againft his patrons, as
muft invalidate all his teftimony in'their favour.

Nn Upon
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Upon the whole, I cannot but declare, that
M. C. appears to be the cat's-paw in this work.
He publifhes again, in a confufed and contra-
dictory manner, thofe allegations of the peti-
tioners for the Surgeons’ bill, which have al-
ready been fo completely refuted. It is, how-
ever, a little firange he fhould aver, that the
merits of the managers of the Corporation are
fuch as cannot be exceeded, after allowing, that
they have been negligent in their accounts, la-
vith in their expenditure; and that they had
omitted to give lettures for the improvement of
the f{cience, although two legacies were left for

that exprefs purpofe. He does not inform us, 24as

- they omitted to receive the legacies.

He tells us, they have afked for an addition
of three miles to their jurifdiction, for the public
good and fafety only. He adds, that as the means
of infiru&ion are now fo much eafier of accefs,
it is doubly difgraceful that practitioners thould
be {uffered, who are deftitute of proper informa-
tion. But, as the means of infiruétion are fo
cafy of accefs, why fhould not every furgeon be
‘compelled to undergo the fame examination ;
efpecially as the only objeéts with the Court of
Affifiants are the public good and fafety ? From
their difinterefied fpirit, it may be prefumed,
that, for the public good and fafety, they would

have no objeétion to examine every furgeon in
the
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the kingdom, provided they receive half a guinea
each for his diploma.

He tells us, that the prefent ftate of their
funds will permit them to exonerate their mem-
bers from the further payment of quarterage. If
fuch is the fiate of the funds, after their late pro-
fufe expenditure, the quarterage muft long have
been an impofition.

He tells us,  they will be enabled to fet on
¢¢ foot an eftablifhment for chirurgical infiruc-
¢ tion; greatly needed, and loudly called for by
“¢ every principle of policy and national juftice.”
Here is a frank confeflion, that the purpofe for
which the legacies were bequeathed to the Cor-
poration was laudable, and the inftitution of
leétures neceflary ; nay, that it was loudly
called for by every principle of policy and na-
tional jufiice. Yet we are told, that the ma-
nagers of the Corporation, whofe merits cannot
be furpaffed, have long been in pofleffion of en-
dowments and funds deftined for that purpofe ;
which they refufed to apply to their proper ufe.
Having no confidence in their own intentions,
they wifh to bind themfelves to the perfnrmancé
of their duty, by an a¢t of Parliament.

Since I began writing thefe remarks, I have
converfed with feveral gentlemen who were

Nnz prefent
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prefent at the meetings at the Crown and Anchor,
who affure me, that Mr. C. was at firft one of
the moft firenuous oppofers of the Surgeons
‘bill ; and that he was one of thofe who affified
in drawing up the petition to the Houfe of
Lords; and figned that petition. He was alfo
onc of thofe, who paid the firft fubfcription to-
wards defraying the expenfe. At the fecond
meeting, he read a paper, containing reafons
for changing his opinion of the bill. Thefe rea-
fons were derived from official authority ; but, as
Mr. C. obferves, they produced little impreffion
on the company.

If the objections to the bill were of no famc,
as Mr. C. affirms, it is rather ful'prlﬁﬂg he be-
came a profelyte o them. It is no compliment
to the Houfe of Lords to affert, that the bill
was thrown out by that Houfe in confequence
of objections which were of no force ; efpecially
a bill which had three times received the fanétion
of the Houfe of Commons, and pafled twice
through the Houfe of Lords, and thrice through
a committee of that Houfe. Objections of no
force could never induce fuch a grave aflembly,
confifting of fenators educated in the feience,of
legiflation, and of the brighteft luminaries of the
law, to acknc:-wledge their errors, and refcind
their refolutions. R |
RS fed W They
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They who faw how clofely Mr. C. ftuck on his
new friends, after his apoftacy, and who have
read his panegyrical performance, may fancy
they fee a fith of the parafitical kind, who, con-
{cious of his own weaknefs, clings to a fith of a
larger {pecies, from inftint : yet is fo far from
conferring any benefit on the animal to which it
is attached, that it only encumbers him with a
dead weight. He loads his new friends with
undeferved praife ; which is tharper than the fe-
vereft fatire. He hugs them like a bear; and
kills them with his kindnefs. The fate of the
Court of Affiftants is fingularly hard: their
pretended friends prove their bittereft enemies.
He makes the third Zri defender; who has
undertaken thmr caufe, and Ieft it ke worfe for

.3::5 cf.‘.fﬁma.

-He feems confident, that after perufing his
book, written by a fargeon and apothecary, the
Legiflature will be convinced, that a furgeon and
apothecary is more ignorant thana fimple fur-
geon,—-that thofe who underfiand two or three
branches of a profeflion are more ignorant than
thofe who underfland but one, and confe-
quently, that the Surgeons’ bill ought to pafs,
and will pafs,

He fuppofes there are gentlemen, who fancy
that the bill bears fome refemblance to the arbi-
L trary
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trary fyfietns of govérnment in different parts of
Europe, which have lately been blown up with
revolutionary gunpowder. Hence he laboars
the more afliduoufly to fupport the Court of
Affifiants ; and concludes, that now when Z%e
has rifen to affert their caufe, the bill will pafs.

Should that great event, the devout with and
ardent prayer of the felf-elefted rulers of the
Corporation, take place, Mr. Chevalier ought,
as a reward for his fervices, to be ftationed be-
fore the gate of the houfe lately dedicated to Af-
culapius in Lincoln’s Inn Fields. There he may

ftand, like Janus with his double face ; and guard

the temple.

Should that renowned bill, that precious mo-
nument of defpotifm, the devout wifh and ardent
prayer of every felf-elected ruler of the Corpora-
tion, be preferved from the ravages of revolu-
tionary. gunpowder, which Mr. Chevalier fo
much dreads, another inftance will ftand on re-
cord to prove, that {fmall caufes may fometimes
occafion great events. Rome was faved by the
mﬂﬂing of a goofe. '

When Mr. C. efpoufed the caufe of the Court
of Affiftants, and afferted their claim to an aé't of
Parliament conferring collegiate honours, he
little expected they would fo foon abandon that

- claim.

]
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‘When Mr. C. called the vitorious épponents
of the bill panic-firicken gentlemen, he little
fufpected his own clients would again ‘be panic-
firicken quite fo foon. He and bhis friends had
formed but a faint idea of the inflexible integrity,
and unfhaken refolution, of that great man, who
had once before difappointed their ambition.

Juftum et tenacera propofiti virum,
Non civium ardor prava jubentium
Mente qua.tlt fnhdi.

What murhﬁ{:atmn muft Mr. C. havt fcIt
when, after his confident aflurance of fuccefs in
Parliament, he eondefcended once more to aiét
as the humble emiffary of the fupporters of the
bill ; and, at a general meeting of the members
of the Corporation, recommended a concurrence
and co- operation with the Court of Affiftants in
their endéavours to obtain e patent /- This pro- .
pofal, a great majority of thofe who weré prefent,
~ {fpurned with indignation. -

‘1t has been. rumoured, that the noble and
fearned Lord allowed, the friends of the bill
might obtain a patent. This, if true, was no
sreat compliment : it is no more than might be
faid of all the quacks in the kingdom. Certain
it is, he denounced the wrath of Parliament
againft any future Surgeons’ bill, founded on the

principles of the laft. Certain it is, they have
not
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not yet forgottcn‘the force of his eloquence, nor
recovered from the thock of his refentment.

So much the ftronger prov'd
He with his thunder: and tili then who knew
The force of thofe dire arms?

The frequent and {fubmiflive embaffics of the
Court of Affifiants to him, who has hitherto frui-
trated all their de.ﬁgns, and blafted all their
hopes, prove that their pride is humbled ; that
they fue for grace, and tremble at his difplea-
fure. The renunciation of all hopes of parha-
mentary fanction to their ambitious prﬂje&s, and
their pref'ent ﬁumblg attempts, prove that their
embaflies were unfuccefsful.

Had Mr. C. been a member of one of thofe
embaffies, he would have beheld a m'nnly cha-
racter : not a reed fthaken b}r the wind ; but
an example of confiancy, and an emblem of

the Britith oak.

Tile, velut rupes vaftum quze prodit in =quor,
Obvia ventorum furiis, expoftaque ponto,

Vim cuntam atque minas perfert caclique marifque;
Ipfa immota manet.

The members of the Corporation at large
would be wanting in gratitude, did they not alfo
pay the juft tribute of applaufe fo many other

Oo difiin-
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diftinguifthed perfons of rank and talents; who
honoured their caufe with fupport. By their in-
defatigable exertions, and their difinterefted
zeal, they have deferved well of the members of
a liberal profeffion; and are entitled to be ranked
among the benefacétors of mankind.

Amidft all the calamities and misfortunes of
the prefent hour, from whatever fource they
fpring, I truft we are not fallen on fuch evil days,

but that we ham: ftill fenators, who deem other
' nb_;r:&s befides war and finance worth their care.

"e have {iill fenators, who, by their unwancd‘,_
attention to other duties, have evinced a due re-
gard to the health and happinefs of the people : -

Quique fui memores alias fecere merendo.

If the fortunate opponents of the late Sur-
geons’ bill are not wanting to themfelves,’] traft,
they will never want the fame countenance and
protection which they have already experienced.
A fteady perfeverance in the line they have hi-
therto purfued, cannot fail to crown their efforts
with final fuccefs; by fecuring an a&, calculated
at once to prote&t the rights of individuals, and
promote the caufe of fcience; an aét, founded
on the broad bafis of univerfal juftice, and the
pubhc guod

THE
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THE following circular letter, from the Com-
mittee chofen by the general meeting of the
members of the Corporation, will fhow the
prefent ftate of affairs.

« SURGEONS' COMMITTEE.
“ London Coffee-houfe, Ludgate-fireet,
“ SIR, March 3d, 1798. ‘

¢« THE Committee nominated by the laft
seneral affembly of the members of the late
Corporation of Surgeons held at this place, for
the purpofe of preparing a bill of incorporation,
have been furprifed at the circulation of a letter
from Mr. Oakey Belfour, their late clerk, figni-
fying, that the perfons fiill affluming the title of
Court of Affiftants, had judged it right to
petition the Crown for a charter; and attempting
to jufiify their illegal fale of Surgeons’ Hall, &c.
and the injudicious purchafe they have made.
The Committee deem it their duty to exprefs their
entire difapprobation of this conduét. It appears -
upon this, as upon all former occafions, the
Court of Affiftants, without deigning to confult
the members at large, have predetermined what
15 to be done; leaving them no other power
than that of affixing their names to a petition;
and it feems that they have already refolved to
apply for the charter, however few the fignatures
they may be able to procure. ' This innovation of

a charter is contrary to the ancient praétice.
Qo 2 o [
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“1It is now two centuries and an half fince the
furgeons of London were firft incorporated by
alts of Parliament, which was done with the
manifeft approbation of the whole kingdom.
It was evidently agreeable to the prefent Parlia-
ment, that the Corporation of Surgeons fhould
continue to be united by their authority ; for the
Houfe of Commons pafled a late bill for that
purpofe, and the Houfe of Lords pafled it like-
wile on the two firft readings ; it was rejeéted on
the third, not becaufe their Lordfhips were averfe
to the furgeons being incorporated by an act of
Pa.rljﬁmant, but on account of certain unjuft and
oppreflive claufes which had been introduced
into the bill. It is likewife clear, that the whole
body of furgeons (without exception), from the
days of Henry the Eighth to the prefent time,
have preferred being incerporated by an aét of
Parliament.

¢ This was the uniform opinion of thofe who

petitioned againft the late bill ; and furely it was.

that of thofe who petitioned for it, or why did

they petition at all ? Itmuft particularly have been-

the opinion of the late Court of Affiftants, who
caufed the bill to be prefented. They can only
Lave altered- their opinion now, in confequence
of finding it impoflible to deceive the watchful
eye of Parliament, by obtaining claufes injurious

o
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to the public, and to the rights of the members
of the late Corporation.

« For thefe, and other reafons which might be
urged; it is requefied, that no member of the
late Corporation will fign the petition for the
charter; which is intended to {fubvert their ancient
laws and government ; or that they will at leaft
wait till the Committee lay before them a draft
for the intended bill, which will be rcady in a
few days. ' '

“ It will ther be found, that the Committee
have adopted fuch claufes as have a tendency to
public utility, as well as the honour of the mem-
bers ; that they have amended fuch parts of the
late bill as gave juft offence to the majority of
the late Corporation, and that they have ex-

punged fuch others as met with the reprehenfion
of the Lords of Parliament.

“ Your Committee likewife think it their duty
to inform you, they are well affured, that there
exifts at this infiant a want of unanimity among
the members of the late Court of Aflifiants, on
the propriety of applying for the propofed char-
ter ; the principles of which are precifely fimilar
to thofe of the bill fo lately rejected by the
Houfe of Lords.

“ By order of the Committee,
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have, as one of their own advocates confefles,
overwhelmed the whole empire with defpicable
pretenders.

At the late geﬁer:,il meeting of the members of
the Corporation, (whofe powers are now dormant),
feventeen perfons were feleted to form a Com-
mittee ; who were authorized to prepare a bill
for a renewal of the late act of incorporation,
with the rank and title of a Royal College ; and
fuch additional powers and regulations, as the
prefent improved ftate of furgery demands. Four
of the gentlemen who were nominated for that
Committee, not fatisfied with declining the of-
fice, publithed an advertifement, intended to
prove fubfervient to the caufe of the Court of
Affiftants. Itis neceffary,. therefore, to ftate, that
thofe gentlemen practife only furgery ; and have
an evident intereft in the fuccefs of the caufe
which they fupport. They have a good founda-
tion for affirming, that the conftitution of the
Company was attended with evident advantage
to their profeflion ; at leaft to themfelves.

It is no wonder, the party whofe meafires
were in avowed oppofition to the late infamous
bill, fhould incur the difpleafure of the party that
were 1fs avowed fupporters : but it i1s unjuft, to
charge them with an intention of overthrowing
the conftitution of the Company ; fince it is well

known,
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known, and acknowledged by all thofe belonging
to either party, who are in the leaft degree con-
verfant with the fubject, that the conftitution of
the Company is glready overthrown.

As a proof of this, the Committees of both
fides now addrefs themfelves to the members of
the /zte Corporation of Surgeons. Both parties
profefs an intention of refufcitating the dormant
powers of the Corporation ; one—by patent, the
other—by act of Parliament. Whichever party
may fucceed, and under whatever title the
Corporation may be revived, I hope it will rife
- again, like the Pheenix, more beautiful and more
glorious from its own athes; and, like Antzus,
derive new vigour from every fall.

In the mean time, it may not be amifs to in-
form thofe gentlemen, who decline the office pro-
pofed for their acceptance at the general meeting,
that when the majority of the meeting acquiefced
mn the nomination of hoftile members, it was for
the fake of conciliating diffenfions which have
too long prevailed ; not from a fear of. encoun-
tering thofe adverfaries in a ftate of difcomfiture,
whom they conquered when inall their glory.
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