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{59 .3

produce a paralyfis of fome kind, the lofs
of the ufe of the legs is in this cafe deter-
mined to be fuch: the truth is, that there
is no diflocation, no unnatural preflure made
on the {pinal marrow, nor are the limbs by
any means paralytick, as will appear to
whoever will examine the two complaints

with any degree of attention.

‘In. the true paralyfis, from whatever
caufe, the mufcles of the affected limb are
foft, flabby, unrefifting, and incapable of
being put into even a tonic ftate; the limb
itfelf may be placed in almoft any pofition
or pofture ; if it be lifted up, and then let
go, it falls down, and it is not in the power
of the patient to prevent, or even to retard
its fall : the joints are perfectly and eafily
moveable in any direGion; if the affection
be of the lower limbs, neither hips,
knees, nor ancles, have any degree of rigi-
dity or ftiffnefs, but permit the limb to be
turned or twifted in almoft any manner.

In
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f 33 .9
cife fatiguing : that this was foon followed
by an unufual fenfe of coldnefs in his
thighs, not accountable for from the
weather, and a palpable diminution of
their fenfibility. That in a little time
more, his limbs were frequently convulfed
by involuntary twitchings, particularly trou-
blefome in the night: that foon after this,
he not only became incapable of walking,
but that his power either of retaining or
difcharging his urine and f®ces was con-
fiderably impaired, and his penis became

incapable of erection,

The adult alfo finds all the offices of
his digeftive, and refpiratory organs much
affeCted, and complains conftantly of pain
and tightnefs at his ftomach.

In infants, the curve is feldom noticed
till it has got to fuch fize and ftate, as to
demand attention from the deformity :
previous to this, all the marks of dif-

temper
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[haze]
of the limbs, is only one confequence of
feveral proceeding from the fame caufe ;
but though this effe& is a very frequent
one, and always affects the limbs in nearly
the fame manner; yet the difeafe not
having its origin in them, no application

made to them only can ever be of any pof-
fible ufe.

The fame failure of fuccefs attends the
ufe of the different pieces of machinery,
and for reafons which are equally ob=-
vious.

They are all, from the moft fimple to
the moft complex, but particularly the
fwing and the fcrew, calculated to obviate
and remove what does not exift. ‘They
are founded upon . the fuppofition of an
actual diflocation which never is the cafe,

and therefore they always have been and
ever muft be unfuccefsful.

To












[ 25 ]
figure, the latter action of thefe inftruments
muft contribute to rather than prevent fuch
deviation ; as will appear to whoever will
with any attention examine the matter:
if, inftead of adding to the embarrafiments
of childrehs drefs by fuch iron reftraints,
parents would throw off all of every kind,
and thereby give nature an opportunity of
exerting her own powers; and if in all
cafes of manifeft debility recourfe was had
to friction, bark, and cold bathing, with a
due attention to air, diet, exercife, and
reft, the children of the opulent would,
perhaps, ftand a chance of being as ftout,
as ftrait, and as well Ihapen as thofe of thn,j;

laborious poor,

When a child appears to be what the
common people call naturally weakly, what-
ever complaints it may have are fuppofed
to be caufed by 1ts weak ftate, and it is
generally believed that time and common
care will remove them ; but when a curva-
ture has made its appearance, all thefe

1D marks






[ 27 ]

difeafe was firft excited by an inftance of its
being cured by a feemingly accidental ab-
fcefs; that this firft gave me reafon to fuf-
pe&, that we had miftaken an effe& for a
caufe, and, that upon mature deliberation
upon the matter, I was ftill more inclined
to think f{o for the following reafons.

1. ¢¢ That I did not remember ever to
¢¢ have {een this ufelefs ftate of the limbs
¢ from a mere malformation of the fpine,

¢« however crooked fuch malformation

¢ might have made it.

2. ¢ That none of thefe deviations from
« right fhape, which growing girls are {o
«¢ liable, to however great the deformity
« might be, was ever attended with this
¢ effect.

3. ¢ That the kind of deformity, which

¢ was attended with this affeion of the

E 2 ¢ limbs,
¢ more fo as I am convinced that an inference of the
“¢ greateft importance may be drawn from it. I am
“ fatisfied that this malady may, in many inftances,
“¢ by early and proper attention, be prevented from pro-

““ ducing its otherwife inevitable confequences, tempo-
“¢ rary lamenefs, and permanent deformity,”






{50 ]

¢ any injury from others; and that the
¢« cafe was {till the fame in thofe adults,
¢« who had no fuch caufe to look to.”

7. That although it might be expected,
that a diflocation of any of the vertebra,
would be attended with fymptoms of the
paralytic kind, yet they would be very un-
like to thofe which affected the limbs in the
prefent cafe.

The fufpicions which thefe circumftances
had excited in my mind, were confirmed *

by

# In the firft edition I had deferibed the bones on
which the difeafe had feized, as being enlarged and
fpread ; upon repeated inquiry and examination, I am
conyinced that they are not.

The bodies of the vertebra concerned are often af-
fefted, while the ligaments bear but little mark of dif-
temper ; but whether the ligaments be affeéted, or not,
the bodies of the vertebrz are always difeafed, which
difeafe does not fo properly enlarge as erode : the ftate
alfo of the intervertebral cartilages, I find to be fub-
je&t to great variety, they being fometimes totally
deftroyed, while the caries is fmall in degfee, fome-
times apparently but little injured, where the caries
has done confiderable mifchief, and fometimes totally
deftroyed and annihilated,
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who had made the fame experiment with

the fame fuccefs. *

From the time of my receiving this firft
information to the prefent, I have fought
every opportunity of making the experi-
ment ; St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital has fel-
dom been without cafes of this kind, and
it 1s with infinite pleafure and fatisfaction,
that I find myfelf enabled to fay, that in all
cafes where the complaint has been fo cir-
cumftanced as to admit of even probable
expectation, the attempt has been fuc-
cefsful.

If the cure of this moft dreadful diftem-
per had depended upon an application to

the conftitution in general, it might have
required a variety of medicines, the admi-
niftration of which muft have demanded

judg-

# In this place of the firft edition, I gave a fhort ac-

count of the firlt two or three cafes which occurred to
me ; in this [ omit them as needlefs.

The number of experiments which have been made
by many of the moft eminent praétitioners, at home
and abroad, have fufficiently eftablifhed the fact, and
render the relation of particular cafes unneceflary.
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[ <39 1]

At this point of amendment, if it may
be fo called, it is no uncommon thing, efpe-
cially in bad cafes, for the patient to ftand
fometime without making any farther pro-
grefs; this in adults occafions impatience,
and in parents defpair; but in the milder
kind of cafe, the power of voluntary mo-

tion generally foon follows the involuntary.

The knees and ancles by degrees lofe
their ftiffnefs, and the relaxation of the
latter enables the patient to fet his feet
flat upon the ground, the certain mark
that the power of walking will foon follow;
but thofe joints having loft their rigiﬂity
become exceedingly weak, and are not for
fome time capable of ferving the purpofe
of progrefiion.

The firft voluntary motions are weak,
not conftantly performable, nor even every
day, and liable to great variation, from a

number
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22. That the different degrees and extent
of the caries, in different fubjects, muft ren-
der all attempts to cure uncertain, both as
to the time required, and as to the ultimate
event : the leaft and {malleft degree will
(every thing elfe being equal) be fooneft re-
lieved and cured; the larger and more ex-
tenfive will require more time, and where
the rottennefs is to a great degree, and all
the furrounding parts in a ftate of diftem-
pered ulceration, it muft foil all attempts,
and deftroy the patient,

2 3". “That when two or more vertebrz are
affeGed, forming a large curve, however
perfect the fuccefs may be with regard to
the reftoration of health and limbs, yet the

curvature will and muft remain, in confe-

quence of the union of the bones with each

other. .

24. That the ufelefs ftate of the limbs

is by no means a confequence of the altered
figure of the fpine, or of the difpofition of
L2 the
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appearance in the dead, prove it beyond
contradiction, or doubt. All the general
cninplaints of perfons afflitted with this
diforder will always, upon careful enquiry,
be found to have preceded any degree of de-
formity, to have encreafed as the curve be-
came apparent, and to have decreafed as the
means ufed for relief took place: the pain
and tightnefs about the ftomach, the indi-
geftion, the want of appefitc, the difturbed
ﬂcei:, &c. &c. gradually difappear, and the
marks of returning health become obferv-
able before the limbs recover the fmalleft

degree of their power of 'mavin"g.

On the other hand, it is as tfue, that
when from extent, or degree, or inveteracy
of the caries, the iffues are found to be un-
equal to the withed-for effect, the general
complaints receive no amendment, but en-

creafe until the patient finks under them.

If
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