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became anxious, when in a- {tate of
ficknefs, for fubftances which they ab-
horred and rejetted when in a ftate of
health. And we cannot be much fur-
prifed, therefore, at the fancies of thofe
philofophers who have imagined that
the firft knowledge of medicine was
obtained either by a divine revelation
communicated by the Almighty to fome
of the earlier fages, as Apam*, Mosgs+,
Hermes}, Osiris§, and EscurLarius|,
or acquired by minute attention to the
“inftinétive aétions of particular-animals.
Thus the Ibis, who is reported to have
a habit of introducing its bill into its
anus, and injeéting hereby a quantity of
water into the inteftines, is fuppofed to

# Le Clerc. Hift. Med.—De Santeul Proprietés de la
Med. par rap. a la vie civile.
+ Eufeb: Prap. Evang. lib. g. I Diod. Sic. lib. 1.
§ Plutarc, de Ifid. et Ofyrid.

| Mat, Fermic. lib. 3. cap. L.
have
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it becomes plethoric and unwieldy, of
opening a vein in its leg with a tharp
pointed reed found on the banks of the
NILE. But as it is probable that all
the inftintive knowledge the different
clafles and families of animals poflefs,
13 entirely traditionary, and copied from
the firft inventers of particular actions
by contemporary animals, and after-
wards imitated by their offspring through
all fucceeding generations®, fo it is pro-
bable that the {cience of medicine was,
1n fome meafure, cultivated before fuch
inftinctive knowledge had been acquired,
and fuch altions mnvented. And yet to
fuppofe that the fupreme being fhould
immediately interfere and inftruct man-
kind in the {cience of medicine, is to
fuppofe that he would act with refpect

& Vide Damiﬁ’s_Zmnﬂﬁlia; vol. 1.

to
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ftitution unexpofed to hereditary, or
infectious complaints, but feldom indeed
could mankind have been the {ubjeéts of
internal difeafes of any clafs: while
warfare and hunting, the exercifes to
which they were principally addited,
muft have expofed them to a vaft va-
ricty of external evils, which would call
forth all their ingenuity to palliate or
remove: an ingenuity which muft cer-
tainly have been aflifted by the public
diffeétion of confecrated victims, and
the embalming the bodies of the more
opulent. Hencethe GREEK word 1atros¥,
and the L.ATIN fynonym medicus, though
at a very early period of time, and for
many centuries afterwards, made ufe of
to exprefs all the different branches of
the medical profeffion, in their original
and primitive {enfe refer rather to the
external operation of the furgeon, than

® sarpos,

the
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as to that of medicine. It is however
the term from whence the greater part
of modern languages have derived a
name _ﬂ_:}r thofe who ftill engage in the
two-fold occupation of medical ftudy

and pharmaceutic compofition *.

In thefe ruder ages of the world, and
before medicine became a diftint pro-
feflion, every one was occafionally a
phyfician, and contributed by his own
little thare of individual experience to
the general {tock of public information.
At Ecyrr, and BaryLoN, this feems

thereof speEcrarLe, aterm borrowed from the Latin word
fpecialis, which was fometimes ufed, inftead of pharmaceuta
or pharmacopela, to exprefs the profeflion of the apothe-
cary.

* The term Surgery or Chirurgery (ypospyinn) is
either derived from CrHiron the centaur, of whole me-
dical &kill Homer makes early mention; or from two
Greek words fignifying manual operation; or, according
to EustarHivs, from both; Xeipwre yap Qases 'er-gan.
aore Ty Xewpery Ty O Coraviy “smuogeaddas latpenm.  Eult

ad I,
to
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king of Ecyrr, is reported by Evse-
BIUS to have written fome treatifes
on anatomy*; and SoromAN appears,
i fome degree, to have been acquainted
with the fame fubjeét, and to have
had a very general knowledge of the
botany of his time}. The Ecyprian
priefts were all of them obliged to
engage 1n the practice of phyfic, and
each was prohibited from attending to
the ftudy of more than one fingle
difeafe. Their perfons were deemed
facred, and a third part of the revenues
of the country were allotted to them
for their fupport, and the profecution
of their two-fold profeflion§. The Bra-
mins of HINDOOSTAN appear to have
been regarded with an equal degree of

# Prap. Evang. lib, g, + Ecclef. cap. 12.

1 Lib. Reg. 1. cap. 4. 33.
§ Diod. Sicul, lib, 1.

c veneration;
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ufeful, and, perhaps, {pecific drugs
might have been difcovered; and thq.t
much information might have been
colle¢ted in - the application of them

from the knowledge and experlence of
that ingenious people.

According to the accounts of the
Jefuits, their kings were, many ages ago,
accuftomed to pay much attention to
the concerns of medicine. And Eu-
ROPEANS were more difpofed to entruft
themielves, 1n a fltate of ficknefs, to
the care of the phyficians of the
country, than to thofe of any foreign
nation. Their knowledge of anatomy,
however, appears to have been but
{mall and inaccurate; and father
PARENNI, therefore, at the defire of the
emperor CaMm-HI, tranflated into the
TarTAR language, towards the clofe
of the laft century, the Treatife of

| DionNis,
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to injure or aflift it, whether it were a
poifon, a remedy or an incantation,
and which, in this fenfe, exaétly cor-
refponds with the EncLisu term charm
or {pell. - In procefs of time, however,
it became confined to the drugs made
ufe ‘of by the medical praétitioner in
the profecution of his profeffion.

The firft phyficians among the
GrErks, and even among the Ro-
MANs, were obliged to aét as furgeons,
and to compound and adminifter their
own medicines. The former had,
undoubtedly, occafionally their demi-
ourgoi®*, or ftudents, and the latter
their miniftri, {ervitores, or afliftants;

* E‘ﬂ.b‘.-l Dﬂg"yﬁl .

+ Ifti vero funt herbarii, unguentarii, coqui, cataplal-
mata adhibentes, humore confpergentes, clyfteria immi-
tentes, {earificantes, venam fcindentes, cucurbiculas affi-

gentes, Galen, Tom, I1I, p. 687,
but
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other writers, that fo early as the days
of HoMER the art of healing was di-
vided into the two diftinét claffes of
phyfic and furgery; and MAcuAoN
and Poparirius, the {ons of Escupa-
LAPIUS, both perfonally engaged in the
attack upon Troy, have been repre-
fented as laying the firft foundation
for this cladification, by their dividing
the profeflion of their father, and each
of them prohibiting to himfelf the
occupation of the other, the former

Verum Poparirrus abditarum, et morbos continentium
caufarum notitiam profeflus, ejus medicin® principia con-
didit, quam deinde fequens wtas rationalem appellavit.
Argumento funt verfus apud EvstaTHIUM in locum
Howmer1 modo laudatum

izegov & éTegiu nudioy Enxer.
Tw péy xovotigas xeigos wopen exre PeAepve
Tapnog EAERs Tunbos T eeh, EAvsoe WO axicaoloun
Tw dide’ &:xgi‘:m wervr s iv srBezoy iBuxer,

\ 3
Aa’xm‘a’.ﬂ Yrwyol, Hop fmarlle’ oicaclas..

Peur, Caftell, Vit Illuftr, Med. p. 16.

confinin g
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more fully than any of his predeceflors
on furgery and anatomy, but was a
bold and fkilful operator himfelf; and
the medicines he prefcribed there is
every reafon to believe, he compounded
with his own hands, or at leaft fuper-
intended the preparation of, in his own
houfe. This, indeed, was the opinion
of GALEN, and he has well {fupported
it in his book on Theriacat.

The practice of HIPPOCRATES was,
for the moft part, the practife of his con-
temporaries and immediate fucceflors,
It is certain, fays CoNRINGIUS, % that
the antient phyficians prepared all their
medicines with their own hands; that
they attended to {urgery, healed wounds,,
and performed every operation the
medical art: requires®?.  And this

+ Lib. de Theriac. ad Pifon..
® Iptroduc, in Art, Med. Cap. 1.. Sett. 22.

combination
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not expofed to any fatal confequences
from their wounds.

th' ethereal fubftance clofed,
Not long divifible:—for {pirits that live
Vital in every part, not as frail man
In entrails, heart, or head, liver or reins,
- Cannot but by annihilating die*.

Nor .do they appear to have been
fubjett to other difeafes of any kind.
But Tasso, whofe chirurgical know-
ledge certainly was not equal to that
of HoMER, has reprefented EroTIiMUS,
the furgeon of GEOFFREDO, as a.
practitioner deeply verfed in the know-
ledge of all plants and their. juices,
as well as a poet, whofe numbers
were worthy of immortality. But
with all his knowledge and accom-
plithments, he was not able to extract

* Par. Loft. B. 6.
the
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occupations. As the occupation of
{fiﬁting encreafed and engrofled nearly
the whole of their time, it was com-
modious to them to entruft the prepa-
ration and perfonal application of
their prefcriptions, as well as the per-
formance of all manual operations to
thofe who were thus in the habit of
being ‘ intimately acquainted with their
intentions and mode of practice. By
thefe means, fome became intimately
converfant with chirurgical; and others
with pharmaceutic concerns; and ad-
hering, after their initiation and pro-
bation, to the refpetive branches of
the profeflion to which they had more
immediately been trained, they grew
gradually lefs attentive to every other
concomitant branch, and in their own
private and future praltice, learnt to
confult the phyfician who was their
“tutor in cafes-only of extreme emer- -
gency,
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might, in fome meafure, have expeéted;
and a fource of medical afliftance was
thus opened for every rank and claflifi-
cation of citizenfhip. For the furgecon
and apothecary, both retaining an open
thop, at which they vended, and dif-
pofed, withont trouble, of the different
drugs and materials they employed;
and making, at the fame time, an in-
dividual charge for the medicaments -
:they had occafion to ufe in their pri-
vate practice, maintained an eafy, and
refpectable ftation in life, without ex-
peéting the fees and gratuities which
were lavithed .on the phyfician*.

* ‘G aren exprefsly &u:tl;.;iles,- that no phyfician of high
“reputation would attend to difeafes of fimall importance in
“his era. Tom. VIL p. 38. thongh it appears that thofe

of an inferior: ftation made ufe of every poflible art of
flattery and extreme complaifance, of public jefting and
aflociating with the rich, of fuperb drefs, and deeply

ftudied addrefs to introduce themfelves into practice.
Ad Pofthum, de Precogn. Tom. IV.

It
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that if ErAsisTrATUs and Herorui-
LUs were not the firft anatomifts who
diflfe¢ted the human ftructure, they
were, at leaft, the firft anatomifts who
carried their art to any degree of per-
feltion, and founded an epoch of great
moment and importance to the literary
world, as well as to the health of
mankind at large *.

The occupation of the different
branches of the medical profeffion, as
at this time practifed, does not appear
to be altogether fimilar to the occupa-
tion of the prefent day. To the phy-

* TeClerc. Hift. Med, CasTELLANUS givesusthe fol-
lowing concife account of the death of this celebrated phy-
fician and anatomift. /Etate grandevus, et immedicabili
pedis ulcere tabelcens; bewe habet, inquity, guod patrie
memoria refriceretur; hauftaque cicutd diem obiit. Se-
pultus eft juxta Mycalem montem ex adverfo Sam1. Vit.

IHU;R_L M¢d|

g {ician.
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ration, tog&th{:r with a minute atten-
tion to the ftudy of anatomy. Though
even the furgeon did not occafionally
omit the ufe of regimen and medicines,
while he thus exhibited himfelf princi-
pally to notice by the dexterity of
his hand, and thofe external effeéls
which, amongft all the different branches
of medicine, are by far the moﬁ ob-

vmus *,

So clofely, indeed, are thefe different
branches united, that it was even then
found, as it 1s now, impoffible to fepa-
rate them, by any limit the moft ac-
curate imagination could draw, fo
completely and entirely, as that the one
branch or divifion thould, in no in-

* Ea (chirurgia {cilicet) non guidem medicamenta atque
victus rationem omittit ; {fed manu tamen plurimum preftat;
eftque ejus effeGtus inter omnes medicina partes evidentiffi-

mus. Cels, lib, 7. prefat. .
{ftance,
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tics, or whatever elfe, is performed by
the hand, is denominated furgery.
There is a third part of medicine,
however, diftin€t from either of thefe,
which is termed Pnarmacy, and which
comprifes the ufe of medicines*.

I have already obferved that the term
apothecary, though of GrREEk deriva-
tion, was not in ufe among the GRurks
to exprefs either of thefe three offices
or divifions: though the word apotheca
was {ometimes the appellation of the
thop or repofitory where the pharma-
ceutic practitioner kept his drugs, or
expofed them to fale. The apothecary,

* I curationis duftus contextufque qui, per confuetam
materiam efficitur, dizta, 1d eft viftus ratio nuncupatuy;
ut qui, per confuetas tum fectiones, tum aduftiones, et
quzcunque alia manu fiant, chirurgia. Tertiam ab his
‘medicin® partem PHARMACEUTICEN dicunt quz {cilicet
per medicamenta abfolvitur, perficiturque.

De Viét, Rat, Comment, lib. 1.

or

'*






[ 36 ]

Befides the apothecary, or praéti-
tioner in pharmacy, Dr. JaMEs feems
rather inclined to believe that there
were, among both the Greeks and
Romans, perfons who engaged in the
modern occupation of the druggift,
and whom he therefore diftinguifhes
by this appellation. Perfons who fup-
plied the apothecaries and furgeons
with the ingredients for which they
had occafion, and who likewife com-
pounded, though they never ventured
to prefcribe medicines for the dif-
eafed. And he fuppofes that fuch per-
fons are to be traced among the
GRrREEKS, under the denomination of
ropopolai ¥, migmatopolait, pantopolaif,
and catholicoi§, and amongft the Ro-
MANSs, feplafiarii and pigmentarii.

£ Eﬂﬂ'ﬂ#ﬂ?mf;-. + ,-.ug,rpar.uw?m;.
I mavrimwiag, : § waboimos.

As
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GALEN by fignifying a vender of com-
pound medicines; though, even in thofe
inftances, it will apply to the apothecary
as wellas to the druggift, and, from its
derivation, to the venders of all other
mixtures or compounds whatever. The
term ropopoles I do not recolleét having
ever met with i any author as having
the remoteft reference to pharmacy : it
is a general term applicable to every
one who deals in articles, of any kind, of
{mall value, or who vends them in {mall
quantities. Pantopoles and catholicos
are terms applicable only to general
_ merchants or brokers, and pantopoleion
is therefore ufed by GREEK writers to

exprefs a forum or place of general fale

and refort.

As to the LATiN terms feplafius and
pigmentarius they were only in general

ufe to denote the occupation of perfu-
MErs =
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fufficient fupply of bufinefs, in thefe
carlier ages of medicine, to have {up-
ported the trade of a mere druggift.

Medicine being, at this time, divided
into the three claifes of diet, pharmacy,
and {urgery, it was doubted by a variety
of the praétitioners of the former clafs
whether the introduction of drugs of
any kind wnto the {vftem, when affeted
by difeates, could be produttive of any
advantage. Many of the phyficians of
this branch, therefore, as ARETZEUS,
and CxzrLius AURELIANUS, both of
whom lived at no great diftance from
the era of GALEN, difcarded the ufe of
medicaments altogether. ~And though,
as CeLsus informs us, that branch of
medical praétitioners who.cured.by diet,
{fometimes 1introduced preparations of
drugs, he intimates that this was a prac-
tife not generally adopted, nor often

made
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{eriptions. GALEN endeavours to prove
this with refpett to HirrocraTEs*;
and whoever attentively perufes the
works of GALEN himfelf, will find fuch
minute directions for many of the com-
pofitions he introduces, as to prevent all
hefitation on this fubjeét with refpeét to
this latter phyfician. CEeLsus has con-
feffedly written on all the three branches
of medicine: but his treatife on phar-
macy is {o much more voluminous and
minute than his two others, that it can-
not be doubted but his knowledge on
this fubject was derived from practice+;
and CornArrus has therefore ranked

* De Theriac. Le Clere, Hift, Med.

+ Many of the treatifes publifhed by pradtitioners in

Grerce and Rome, were on account thereof, entitled
' the Shop of the Phyfician, that is of the pracitioner of
pharmacy, for every one who was engaged in any branch
of medicine was termed phyfician. HiprocraTEs and.
Diocres both wrote a book with this title,

him,
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knowledge.  But the medicines Hirro-
CRATES has enumerated do not amount
to much more than half the number
contained in the prefent edition of the
L.onpon Pharmacopeeia. The expedi-
tion of ALEXANDER to EcyrpT intro-
duced, indeed, fome fhort time after,
fome {fmall acceflion to the number, as
Aloes and a few others, But it was not
till medicine had been cultivated as a
{cience in ARABIA, that the prepara-
tions of {pices and mufk, thofe of {yrups,
conferves, and all the complicated
lift in which fugar is ufed as a bafis, to-
gether with the milder cathartics of
manna, fenna, caflia, tamarinds, and
rhubarb, were employed in the Phar-
maceutic Difpenfary. Even at this time
chemiftry, which now preduces fo long,
and effective .a catalogue of our mate-
rials, can fcarcely be faid to have been
reforted to from medical motives,

Ruazes

IR ——— L
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I have faid that not only the medi-
cines employed, but alfo the difeafes for
which they were employed, were much
fewer in number among the GrEEKks
and RomaNs than at the prefent day.

Ovip, however, complains of the
multitudes of difeafes that exifted in his
- time, and pays a handfome compliment
to the profeflion that oppofed them,

Et quoniam variant morbi, variabimus artes,
Mille mali fpecies, mille falutis erunt.

But had he lived at the prefent period he
would have found an infinitely greater
{cope for complaint, whatever he might
have found for compliment.

Whoever inveftigates modern prac-
tife will find that at leaft half of it is
beftowed in oppofing the ravages and

baneful
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From fuch obfervations, therefore, T
think the conclufion is obvious, that no
fuch occupation as that of the druggift
of modern times, exifted in any period
of the hiftory of antient GREECE or
Rome. There is no term, in either of
thefe languages, by which he can be
difcriminated; the ufe and propriety of
medicines were far from being univer-
fally {fanétioned and employed by all the
branches of medical practitioners; the
practitioners who did fanction them pre-
pared them, for the moit part, in their
own fhops, and difpenfaries; the med:-
cines which were known were compa-
ratively but very few; and the difeafes
in which they could poflfibly be intro-

duced did not comprife, as to frequency
of recurrence, more than half the num-
ber of the difeafes of the prefent day.

Much =



P 49 &

Much more might be {21d on this fub-
ject if it were neceffary; but 1 will only
take the liberty of obferving, that had
druggifts exifted in the time of GALEN,
they, like all others who had any pof-
fible conneétion with medical {cience,
would have likewife acquired, amongit
the vulgar, the appellation of medici,
or medical men. For this term was be-
come of fuch common and indifcrimi-
nate ufe at this period, as to irritate the
RomaN phyfician in no {mall degree.
¢« Every one, he exclaims, who -pre-
tends to any {urgical operation, whether
for the rupture, the dropfy, or the ftone,
1s invefted with the common name
of medicus; as are thofe likewife, whofe
attention 1s directed to the ftudy of any
particular member: thus aurifts, occu-
lifts, and even dentifts, as I apprehend,
are each denominated by the general
title of medicus: it is the fame appella-

C tion
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tion which is given to thofe who are
diftinguithed by the materials they em-
ploy, whether the dietetic, or the phar-
maceutic practitioner, or even he who
only employs fimple herbs in his at-
tempts to cure. There 1s not indeed a
giver of wine or of purges, or any ma-
terials of a fimilar kind, but has this
name applied to him in confequence
thereof*.”” But,we meet here with no
fuch term as druggift, or any thing that
will correfpond thereto: necither fepla-
frus nor migmatopoles, nor any of the
various words Dr. JamEes has felected
and applied to any one branch of this

occupation.

Themidwives of GREECE and RoME,
who did not in general praltife with

* Etfi enim guam maxime hunc herniz difleGtorem,
illum perforatorem, alium calculi detrattorem nuncupent,
omnes tamen iftos communi nomine medicos appellant, &c.
Ad Thrafyb,

much
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much refpeftability, and were fome-
times forbidden to practife at all, were
denominated 1atrie®, and medice as
well as obftetrices; and PLiNy has made
ule of the term vulnerum medicus in
{peaking of a furgeon or apothecary;
though, indeced, long before his time
Pravrus has introduced Eribpicus as
ufing the expreffion medicina for the
thop of this laft practitioner,

utinam conveniam domi
Periphanem, per omnem urbem, quem fum defeffus quzrere,

Per Mepiciwas, pertonftrinas, in gymnafio atque in
forot, &c.

I know not, however, either in com-
- mon ule, or in any of the writings of
thefe authors, any application of the
term medicus to any occupation that
can poflibly be interpreted by the word
druggift, at leaft as it is ufed in modern

times, nor any other expreflion under
which he could be reprefented.

* iarpiaie + Epidic,
C% Ambu-



Ambubaiarum collegia, pharmacopole,
Mendici, mima, balatrones; hoc genus omne
Mceftum ac follicitum eft cantoris morte T'igelli
Quippe benignus erat*.

Had the Romans poflefled any fuch
occupation as the druggift’s, or any term
by which to have exprefled fuch an oc-
cupation, we might reafonably have ex-
peted to have found it introduced
amidft this family of mourners: and its
not being introduced is a ftrong proof
againft the exiftence of any fuch term
or occupation at the death of TIGEL-

LIUS.

It may perhaps be contended that the
branch of profeflors who practifed the
pharmaceutic, or {fecond divifion of me-
dicine according to the claflification of
CeLsus, is not properly tranflated by
the word apothecary. 1 know, how-

! : .Hﬂ'f, Lib.lc Sﬂt- A
€VEr,
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ever, of no other word by which it can
he tranflated: and I have not the leaft
doubt that the antient pharmaceutic .
profeflion was precifely fimilar to the
profeffion of the apothecary at the pre-
fent hour®*. The variety of GREEk
terms made ufe of to exprefs this pro-
feflion, may be applied with equal pro-
priety now as in thofe earlier ages of
mredicine. It is probable that all, in
thofe times, did not retain open fhops,
and it 1s certain all, at this time, do not.
'Fhe ancient pharmaceutifts prepared
their own medicines, and the modern
pharmaceutifts derive their entire liveli-
hood from this occupation. And if

*. ¢ The divifion of. medicine given by Cersuslays a-
kind of foundation for our believing that he intended the
three profeflions to which medicine 1s at prefent confined,
_ thofe of phyficians, apothecaries, and furgeons; though
matters did not then ftand precifely on the footing they now
do,”” James’s Medicinal Dictionary, Preface, p. 39,

C3 many -
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many of them were objectionable on ac-
count of their ignorance, or their impo-
fitions, as PLINY has pofitively afferted
they were, we are very ready to admit
this objection as largely in the prefent
day as 1t could poffibly have been pleaded
and enforced in the age of PrLiNy, or
any other hiftorian among the GREEKS
and Romans, and to lament, at the
fame time, that we are under the necef=
fity of making fuch an admiffion.

Of all the terms employed among the
GreeExs and Romans to exprefs the
retail occupation of the apothecary, the
term pharmacopola is the moft firong,
and appropriate. Yet CicEro has em-
ployed this very expreflion to denote the
profeflion of a man, who, he exprefsly
tells us, gave advice as well as medi-
cines, and who happening accidentally

to pafs through LLARINUM, at the time
the
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the grandmother of OPPIANICUS Was il
was employed by her fon to attend her.
The name of this man he informs us
was Lucivs CrLopius; he was born at
Ancona: and was a travelling apothe-
cary, a fort of mountebank, who was
accuftomed to give his advice and dif-
pofe of his medicines in the public fo-
rums of the towns through which he
paffed. The father of OpPIANICUS,
who had engaged bhim to attend this
lady, was a man of infamous conduét.
He appears to have kept in conftant pay
a phyfician who was villain enough to
deftroy, by his prefcriptions, every one
who was a fuppofed mmpediment to the
fortune or inclinations of his patron.
Dinga the mother of OrPIANICUS, ap=
prifed of this circumftance, {trenuouily
refufed, during her illnefs, both his at-
tendance and his medicines. It was in
confequence hereot that this travelling

C 4 phar-
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pharmacopola - was introduced to the
lady; and that fhe confented to confult
him inftead.  But fthe gained no advan-
tage by the exchange. The apothecary
was not more honeft nor more virtuous
than the phyfician. He took the accuf-
tomed bribe and the lady fell a facrifice
to the temptation of her abandoned fon,
and died by the very firft dofe which was
exhibited *.

* Quid? aviam tuam OPP1aNIcE, Drneam, cuita
es heres, pater tuus non manifeftd necavit ? ad quam cim
adduxiffet medicum illum fuum, jam cognitum, et fa:pé
vitorem (per quein interfecerat plurimos) mulier exclamat,
fe ab eo nullo modo velle curari, quo curante {uos omnes
perdidiffet. Tum repenté Aco NITANUM quendum L.
Cropium, PeHARMAcororam circunforaneum, qui
cafu tum Larinuwm veniflet, aggreditur, et cum eo H.
S. quadringentis, id quod ipfius tabulis tum eft demonftran~
dum, tranfigit. L. Cropivus, qui properaret, cui fora
multa reftarent, fimul atque introductus eft, rem confecit :
prima potione mulicrem fuftulit: neque poftea Larrnt
punftum eft temporis. commoratus. FPro, A. Cluent.

Qrat,
In
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to EscurLaArivus; and that the fecond
was the alma mater of DEMOCEDES,
who is, perhaps better recognized under
the charaéter of a {fpy in PERrs1A, than a
phyfician in Grerece. The univerfity
at ALEXANDRIA however foon eclipfed
the whole: but even when, at length,
this ufeful and magnificent inftitution
was firft founded, and provided with the
proper means of medical improvement,
1t 1s not to be mmagined that more than
a few of the great mafs of praétitioners.
cauld boaft of having received an educa-
tion in fo celebrated a feminary of
learning. Many, as at the prefent day,
had not the means of putting themfelves.
to the mceﬁéry expence, and more,
from mere indolence, forbore to give
themfelves the trouble. Where no teft
of ability i1s demanded, the idle will
ever be fure to rank with the induftri-
ous; and, in matters of abftrufe feience,

in
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in which the public can never be duly
competent to decide, the plaufibility of
ignorance, like the affetted folemnity of
the owl, will often pafls current for the
poffeflion of real kmowledge and. abili--
ties. Artifice will, at all times, have:
an advantage over fenfe and folidity;
and the man of addrefs will triumph.
over the unhackneyed philofopher: who:
defpifes- it. The abufes of I'ﬂEdiCi{;lB,
and the general ignorance: of medical
pra¢hitioners. of which GALEN and
PLiNy complained in their era, may,
therefore,. with propriety be complained:
of at all times. With real regret we
confefs the- exiftence of thefe evils at
the prefent moment, and we take a
pride in- purfuing the only means.which.
can lead to a prevention in future; by
eftablithing the neceflity of public exa--
mination, and the teft of comparative, .

and 1ndividual ability.
G, But.
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But 1t was not at all times neceffary
for the poffeflion of due medical acqui-

fitions;, to have recourfe to the expences.

of a diftant and univerfity education.
Nor, though much ignorance might,
with juftice, have been attributed to
many pharmaccutifts, were all equally
worthy of public contempt. AscLE-
PIADES, according to PLINY, gave pub-
lic le¢tures at RomE, about .a century
before the birth of Chrift, on difeafes,
pharmacy, and midwifery,at whichevery

clafs of ftudents attended®*. Euvbpemus,.
whois exprefsly denominated pharmaco--

* He was a native of PRusa in BiTrynN1a, and’

firlt eftablifhed his reputation at Rome by lefturing on
Rhetoric, - But furveying, at length, a fairer field in the
confines of medicine, he deferted oratory for phyfic. Plin.
lib. 26, cap. 3. Garex accufes him of humoring too

much the caprices of his patients, and courting popular

applaufe at the expence of his better reafon"and judgment.
Adv, Afclep,

pola:

L i T, i
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pola by THEOPHRASTUS, is celebrated
for his inveftigation of the properties of
drugs: frequently he tried them on hisown
perfon, and he is reported to have {wal-
lowed hellebore in large quantities with-
out producing any purgative effect *.

AscLEPIADES PHARMAcCIoN, the
third practitionerof thisname enumerated
by GALEN, and whofe furname pointsout
the immediate branch of the profeffion
m which he engaged, wrote a treatife
1n ten books upon both external and in-
ternal medicines. He 1s partifzularly
diftinguithed, by this laft writer, for his
perfonal dexterity at pharmaceutic com-
pofition; and on account of a formula
for an emplafter which GaLen had
often found advantageous in the cure of
fungous ulcers. To which obfervations

* Caftell, in Vit, Theophraft,
I may
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I may fubjoin, that, though it be fill
doubted by {fome critics whether Cersvs
were ever perfonally engaged in the
praftife of medicine, yet others, and
from authority f{ufficiently obvious, have
not only believed him to have been ac-
tually a practitioner, but, likewife, have
afligned him, as I have already noticed,
the pharmaceutic branch as the parti-
cular objeét of his attention.

The divifion of medicine into three
claffes, as it has already been reprefented,
continued, for the moft part, till the de-
cline and fall of the Roman empire.

ORriBAsivs appears generally to rank in
the pharmaceutic divifion; though he,

by no means, avoided the practife of fur-
gery on particular occafions ; as is obvi-
ous from his having, in this-eapacity, at-
tended the emperor JurLian when he
had received his mortal wound, by an

arrow,

3 Sl
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arrow, in his attack upon the Prrsrans
near CorDpUVENE. The prattice of
ALEXANDER was almoft entirely con-
fined to dietetic medicine; and that of
Arrvs and Pavrus to manual opera-
tions. The writings of Alrivus com-
plain largely of the general ufe of quack
medicines and noftrums; and the im-
menfe price demanded for thofe which
were fortunate enough to rife into ge-
neral repute. DanNavs, he tells us,
{old his collyrium at CONSTANTINOPLE
at the aftonifthing price of a hundred
and twenty numi{mata to each patient,
and fometimes could fcarcely be pre-
vailed upon to fell it on any terms; and
NicrosTaTus demanded no lefs than
two talents for his celebrated ifotheos,
- or antidote againft the cholic.* But it
1s probable that the charges of medical

* Friend Hift, Med,
| prac-
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pratitioners in general were at this
time very exorbitant, or the emperor
VALENTINIAN would not have inter-
fered on this fubject, as he thought pro-
per to do, and have eftablithed a law by
which one phyfician, at leaft, was def-
tined to each of the fourteen: feétions
into which the city of Rome was di-
vided, who was to be allowed a regular
falary, and to attend the poor without.
any expence to them. Every phyfician
was.obliged, likewife, by the fame law,
to. accept the voluntary domation of
everyotherpatient, when recovered from
his. difeafe, without being allowed to
make any exprefs charge, or to take.
- advantage of any. promifes the patient
might have rafhly entered into in the
midft of his indifpofition *.
A
* Ced. Theodof. lib. 13. tit. 3. leg. 8. 'This mode

of aftercharge and payment continued in the empire for
| many
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‘As the Romans derived their knows
edge of medicine from the writings of
he Greex phyficians, fo likewife did
he AraBrans, who adhered, in ge-=
eral, with more pertinacity to the
riple divifion of this fcience than the
ormer. Medicine was, indeed, almoft
he only literary purfuit allowed and
ultivated among the SARACENs and
\RABIANS. GAGNIER has undertaken
o prove that MamomeT himfelf was
olerably verfed in medical knowledge;
nd the doftrine of predeftination not
eing, at this time, a tenet of fuch
eneral belief as it was aftérwards, the
therent love of life incited thefe
eople, in common ‘with all others, to

any centuries. So late as the fifteenth, Ericus Cora
us, a phyfician of GeErMANY of much celebrity in his
¥n age, complained of the relutance with which the
reater part of his patients were accuftomed to pay on theis
covery, Vit, Med, Germ. a Melch, Adam. '

€ nqui re
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enquire after the beft means of pre-
ferving it when in danger. Man:
medical volumes, therefore, and thofi
of the beft repute, were fpared in the
midft of the general ravage that de-!
ftroyed the Arexanprian library, |
and ruined the univerfity of that cele~
brated city. And the medical {chools
which were afterwards fucceflively efta~ |
blithed, in the eighth century, at
ANTIOCH, HARRAN, but more efpe~
cially at Baepar, provided a compe~
tent number of medical profeffors and
pra&itioners throughout the whole of
the SARACEN dominions. It was at
this laft feminary that Mesve, HoNa-~
N1, and Ruazges, ftudied phyfic; the
fecond of whom was excommunicated,
by the patriarch of ALEXANDRIA, for
irreverence to fome tutelary Image ;.
and the third whipped, and expeclled from
Corpusa, where he afterwards at-

tained




progs ¥
ined confiderable reputation, for not
mg able to reduce his theories of
Ichemy to actual pradtice®.

“But it was not to thefe public {chools
one the young ftudent was - under
¢ neceflity of applying for medical
wuction. Pavrusg of AcGINA,
ad, long before, 'read leCtures on the
ifferent branches of the healing art
n the city wherein he refided; and was
o celebrated for his inftructions in the
rticle of midwifery, as to obtain the
itle of Al-ka-vebeli, or nbﬂetricius-[-:-
nd public hofpitals for initiation were
)y no means uncommon, even at this
ime, throughout the whole of the
SARACEN empire. Rasuip erefted a

* Vide Appendix B.
+ Herbelot in loc,

magniﬁ-
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magnificent onc at BAcpAT intheeighth
century. There were two of confi-§
derable extent clevated foon afterwards.
mn SPAIN, one at GRENADA, and ong
at CorpurA; MESUE was preferred to. |
the infpeétion of a third at NrsaBur, §
according to" the account of HAry |
AnBas; and AVENZzZoARrR exprefsly |
mentions his having had the care of
fourth himfelf at SEviLLE, in the tenth
century*.

This I more particularly take notice !
of as a proof that the ARaBran apothe-
caries, as well as phyficians and fur-.
geons, had nearly fimilar. opportunities -
for improvement, inthefe earlier periods,, ¥
to what they enjoy at prefent.

# 1ib. Theiflar Dahalmod.

Ie
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or at fartheft towards the middle of the
eleventh century, ALBucasrs declares
that the art of furgery was become
nearly extinct, and fcarcely a veftige of
it to be traced in any place .

Tasso was fully convinced of the
truth of this obfervation; and, in his
JErusaLEM DELIVERED, an event
which took place about the prefent
time, he reprefents the princefs Ermi-
NIA as being better acquainted than
any one elfe, among either theP agan
or Chriftian warriors, with furgery anc
the healing virtues of plants. Among
thefe, crocus and dittany bore the
higheft reputation. And it was by a
due mixture and application of thefe
two herbs, fhe recovered TANCRED

+ Vide fup'r.

when
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that of the modern druggift, and this
notwithftanding the materia medica was
now confiderably enlarged by the intro-
duétion of a variety of drugs unknown
to the GrEEKS, and by the firft prepa-
rations of alchemy. It is probable that
the offices of the furgeon and apothe-
cary were, at this time, united in one
perfon, and it is certain that he was not
only a vender and difpenfer of medi-
cines, but a medical practitioner, though
recarded In an inferior point of view,
as well as the phyfician. ALBucaAsiIs,
therefore, whofe writings are principally
addrefled to this clafs of the profefiion,
and wlo appears to have been of this
clafs himfelf, inveighs againft the prac- -
tice and attempts of thofe who had not
duly ftudied anatomy, and the virtues
of medicines, and moft ftenuoufly re-

| commends
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fications of phyfic, pharmacy, and fur-
gery; and declares that, * he derived
much pleafure from ftudying how to
mix {yrups and electuaries; and that he
had a ftrong inclination to be acquainted
with the operation of medicines by ex-
perience, the manner of extraéting
their virtues, and of compounding one
with another®.” He thinks it necef-
- fary, however, to make {ome apology,
for having thus-deviated from the gene-
ral cuftom of the country, and the ex-
ample fet before him by his father and

his grandfather.

But the praétice of medicine as a
{cience was not at this time confined to
the SaracENns. The extenfive fettle-
ments they had acquired in Spa1v, the

“# Theiffar, Dahalm.
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 communications which were, of neceflity,
entered into with other EurorPEaAN
powers in PALESTINE, as well as the
literary purfuits yet cultivated at Cox-
STANTINOPLE, were the means of efta-
blithing fome medical fchools of no
fmall merit and reputation in FRANCE,
and the adjoining provinces. Of thefe
the inftitutions at MoNTPELIER, INA-
PLES, and SALERNUM were the prin-
cipal, efpecially the latter, which was
founded about the end of the eleventh
century, by RoBERT of NormMANDY;
and 1s, perhaps, the firft that eftablithed
the form of public examination and
admiffion, and poffefled the power of
conferring medical licences and degrees.
It recognifes moft obvioufly the ex-
iftence of apothecaries, and enforces
the propriety of difcriminating the three
branches of the medical profeffion from

D2 each
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each other. The phyfician is under .
the neceflity of producing teftimonials
that he has been a medical {tudent for
feven full years; ,the furgeon that he
has attended to anatomy for at leaft
one; and the apothecary is prohibited
from charging more than an eftablithed

ratio for the medicaments he compounds
and employs.

- Befides this celebrated feminary for
medical knowledge, I do not find there
was any other where this claflification
of medicine was regularly adhered to,
or even required. The branch of fur-
-gery was fometimes practifed by it-
felf, I acknowledge, but the inftances
are by no means frequent; and when
it was conjoined to either of the others,
inftead of being united to that of phar-
macy, as it appears to have been among -
the WARAEIANS, about the ninth and
| tenth
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was rather an age of theological than
of medical polemics; and writing with
{pirit againft the doétrine of the Trinity,
he drew down upon his head the im-
placable vengeance of CaLvin, and
was publickly burnt for his infidelity.

The medical fathion and practice of
ITaLy was propagated throughout all
France. LAReENTIUS, who was phy-
fician to HeENryY IV. does not appear,
however, to have practifed furgery, or

to have been his own compounder of

medicines. But {o late as the beginning
of the prefent century, the two former
divifions of the medical {ciences were
leCtured upon by the fame profeflor in
the Paris univerfity; and WiNsLow,
who was at this time feated in the
chair, thone with rival abilities as a phy-
fician, an anatomift, and a practical
furgeon. But his anatomical purfuits

are

_-u—tﬁ-;—_.
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are thofe we are beft acquainted with
at the prefent day; and it is on this
account, probably, that neither Cas-
TELLANUS, nor Dr. FREIND has 1ntro-
duced him in their refpeétive hiftories,
which relate rather to the fcience of
phyfic as a general profeflion, than to
whatever 1s feparately conneéted with
either pharmacy or furgery.

It was at this time, and indeed,
throughout the whole of the preceding
and {plendid reign of Lovis XIV. that
the FrencH prided themfelves on the

almoft exclufive pofleflion of chirurgical
practitioners.

Les progres de la chirurgerie, obferves.
M. DeE FRrRANCHEVILLE, furent fi
rapides et fi celebres dans ce fiecle,
quon venait a Paris des bouts de
IEvuroPE, pour toutes les cures, et
pour toutes les operations qui de-

B.a mandaient
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mandaient une dexterit¢ non eom-
mune. Non feulement il n'y avait
cgueres d’excellens chirurgiens qu’en
FranNce; mais c’etoit dans ce feul pais
qu'on fabriquait parfaitement les inftru-
mens neceflaires®*. It 1s {fomewhat
fingulay, however, that amidft all this
boafted pofleflion of chirurgical know-
ledge, the fiftula in ano thould be a
difeafe in which the Frexcnu {furgeons
were fearful of operating, and which
had often proved fatal beneath their
attempts. The cardinal RicHELIEU
fell a {acrifice to the unfkilfulnefs with
which the operation was performed.
And when Louis XIV. entrufted
him{felf to the care of M. FELix, his
chief furgeon, fo hazardous was this
operation deemed, that the hofpitals
were all previoufly ranfacked for thofe

* Siecle de Louis XIV.

who
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‘own countryman, JouN ARDEKN, to-
wards the clofe of the fourteenth.

As to the praétice of medicine, dur~
ing the age of this celebrated prince,.
the FrENcH writers themifelves do not
contend that it pofleffed any merit be-
yond what was to be traced in the other
nations of Evrore. And when this
monarch was attacked by the difeafe to
which he fell .a viétim, he became dii-
{atisfied with his own phyficians, and
employed an empyric, who boafted of
being able t5-cure him ipeedily, but

"*t‘:h eSSt

under whofe care he expired in a few:

days.

It was with various fuccefs that me-
dicine appears to have been cultivated
in GErRMANY., P. RarcasparLT, who
was phyfician ‘at TREVEs, towards the
end of the twelfth century, was fup-

pofed

- it il Seoking, Saaiel
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pofed to poflefs very confiderable merit,
and was fent for exprefsly, from this
city, to attend Pope CLEMENT V..
whom he was. fortunate enough to
reftore to health, after the 1kill of many
.other phyficians had been ‘exerted ir

vain.

Not long afterwards medicine was.
eftablithed as a fcience in the univer-
fity of Basit. The firft medical pro-
feflor was WERNER WOLFLINUS, to
whom the univerfity was indebted for
its {yftem of Jaws. and ordinances. It
does not, however, appear to have pro-
duced many pratitioners of much cele-
brity. The univerfity at WiTTEMBURG
was ‘eftablifhed ‘not many years ‘after ¥ ;
which appears. to have poflefled more
fcientific fame than that of Basir.

g Ai D- 14.9'5'.'.
D 6 Its.
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Its firlt fuperior or rector was MarTIN
Porycuius. As a phyfician he diftin-
guithed himfelf, and firft attraéted
notice in the memorable controver{y on
the fubje&t of the wvenereal difeafe,
which was now beginning to claim the
attention of EvroreaN phyficians and
furgeons; but by being appointed pro-
feflor of the three faculties of philofo-
phy, medicine, and theology, he ap-
pears to have monopolized too many
literary fituations for the benefit either
of the world at large, or of his own
credit. He obtained, however, the
appellation of Lux Mundi, an honour
frequently conferred on men of con-
{picuous. abilities, and which was, 1f
I be not miftaken, beftowed on our
own countryman, JoHN oF GADDEs-
DEN.

Pharmacy

il ¢
e
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Pharmacy and furgery were neither
of them, at firft, much cultivated in
GerMmany. In general, therefore, the
GermAN apothecaries and furgeons
were barbers and ignorant impoftors;
though Turnoborus, who was cele-
brated in the fixteenth century as a
phyfician of diftinguithed abilities, prac-
tifed firft of all as an apothecary, at
Devux-roNTs on the RHINE.

The age of PARACELSUs was of fome
advantage as to chemical {cience, but of
little or none to the empire at large.
For thofe who were in any degree ac-
quainted with chemiftry, feduoufly re-
tained their knowledge to themfelves;
and gave an . opportunity hereby to
many pretenders and impoftors, alto-
gether unacquainted with every chemi-
cal rudiment, to pratife as men of
extenfive {cience, upon the fimplicity
of the people. Hence the continual

exclama-
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exclamations of all the GermMAN wri-
ters of the fifteenth and fixteenth cen-
turies, againft the ignorant apothecaries,
mountebanks, furgeons, chemifts, and
;paracelfifts, who were continually de-
luding the unwary multitude by their
ridiculous pretentions. CAMERARIUS,
of NoriMBERG, declared that more
were deftroyed by them than by the
{word*; and THEoDORUs, whom I
have before made mention of, as an
apothecary at DEvx-poNTs, endea-
voured to clear the city, in which he
lived, of all thofe different pefts of
fociety; and in the language of a moft
pleafant GERMAN writer, devoted both.
thefe, and all the old witches, and all
‘the enchanters of whatever kind and
-pretenfion they might be, to the devil+f..

* Vit, Germ, Med. 2 Melch. Adam. in voc. Camer.
+ Id. in Vit. Theod.

It
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It is fingular, however, that even the
beft informed phyficians themfelves of
this era were addited to the belief in
the pretended powers of witchcraft and
incantation, and more efpecially of
aﬁrolog}r ; howeverimpioustheythou ght
the praétice of thefe arts might be.
Medicus, therefore, obferved TueEoDO-
RUs, non confulet ea, que 1n perni-
ciem vergant animarum. Melius eft,
enim nos femper ®grotare, quim cum
Dei contumelis f{anos efle*,

But it is not the GERMANS alone
who have been injured by thefe pefts

* Vide {upr.

It was to the {ame effet Ericus Corpus wrote an
epigram to his {fon VarLerius, when engaged in the
fludy of medicine, in which the foiluwing lines occur:

Sed fuge dementum mendax genus aftrologorum,

Quzque docent vanis frivola feripta libris :
Malo quod indoétus, quam quod fis, impius : ergo
Difce ut dotorem confiteare deum,
Lib. 2,

of
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of fociety. There is fcarcely a nation
in Eurorr, or even in the world, to
which, under fome charaéter or ano-
ther, they have not tranfmigrated; and
happy, indeed, would 1t have been for
this country, and advantageous to the
lives of many thoufands, if they had
never found a refidence among our-
felves.  Our travelling quacks and
mountebanks have almoft all of them
been of GERMAN origin, and indepen-
dent of the fpirit of gambling they
have excited among the vulgar from
their ftages, the mifchiefs they have
occafioned by their extreme ignorance
and impudence, are altogether incal-
culable.

SECT.
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The Origin of Medicine, and more efpe-
ctally of the Profeffion of the Apothe~
cary in Great Britain. The different
Charters and Acts of Parliament whick
have fucceffrvely been obtammed relative
to Medicine; the Knavery and Igno-
rauce of Multitudes of Medical Prafti-
tioners, from the univerfal Incompetency
of thofe public Edicls to prevent
Abufes. The Origin of the Occupation
of the Druggift; and the Source from
whence the Apothecary derived his
Stock of Drugs anterior to this Period.

ITHERTO I have endeavoured
ta give a thort, and confequently,
imperfect {ketch of the hiftory of me-
dicine, its firft origin, its fubdivifions, and
1S
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its changes, in all the principal parts of
the world where itwas chiefly cultivated,
excepting in‘this kingdom. I now pro-
ceed, therefore, from the cafual docu-
ments and anecdotes that are to be col-
leCted, to ‘trace its rife and progrefs
among ourfelves; ftill chiefly adhering
to the purpofe I at firft propofed, of
pointing out the early exiftence of the
profeflion of the apothecary, and the
line of practice which was generally

allotted him.

In GreEAT Brrrain, as in all other
eountries, the firft phyficians were
pharmaceutifts, and compounded their
own medicines; and thofe who were
fuppofed to be poffefled of the largeft
fhare of general {cience, were fup-
pofed to be the beft phyficians, and
were chiefly reforted to for advice.
Hence the ftudy and practice of medi-

cine,
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cine, in the earlieft ages of this king-
dom, were confined to the druids; and
afterwards, on the eftablithment of the
chriftian religion, to the monks and
clergy at large.  This, indeed, was
the common cuftom throughout Euv-
ROPE I the twelfth and thirteenth cen-
turies; ‘till, at length, the duties of the
two profeflions being difcovered to in-
terfere moft injurioufly with each other,
every perfon in holy orders was forbid-
den, by an edit from the papal chair,
to purfue the fcience of medicine any
longer.

On the deftrution of CoNsTANTI-
NOPLE, by the irruption of the nor-
thern nations, Evrork, therefore, at
large, and this country in particular,
were fupplied with medical affiftants
from the ITarLiaN and the earlier
FreEncH {chools; which, as I have

before



[ 92 1]
before obferved,, derived their maxims
and cuftoms almoft entirely from the
Arapian writers and the SARACEN
feminaries of medicine*.

With the IraviaN and FreNcH
phyfician were introduced, therefore,.
into this country, the Irarian and
FreNcH apothecary and furgeon. But,
1in cafes of extreme importance or dan-
ger, and where expence was a matter
of no moment, the moit celebrated
profeflors were perfonally applied to
abroad, or induced perfonally to attend
in GREAT BriTaiN. ROBERT of Nor-
MANDY, fon of Wirrram the Con-
queror, applied to the profeflors at
SaLErRNUM for advice, and refided

* This ftudy and initiation at foreign fchools was en-
forced by a petition of the parliament to Henry V. in the-
beginning of the fifteenth century,

Brown’s Vindication, &g,

amongﬁ
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nated, and confiftent with the above
obfervation, are J. FaALcAND pE Luca,
who, according to REGNER¥*, pub-
lickly vended medicines in 1357; and
PizrRrRE DE MONTPELLIER, who en-
joyed the appointment of apothecary
to Epwarp IIL. in 13604. The ap-
pointment of foreigners did not, how-
ever, continue long after this period.
Joun pE GADDESDEN had, even be-
fore this, been appointed phyfician to
the court, and about three {core years
afterwards, in the reign of HENrY VI,
the council, during his illnefs, affigned
him, out of the many pretenders to
phyfic with which the country abounded,
three phyficians and two furgeons, whofe
names are obvioully ENcrLisH, to ad-
minifter medicines and advice. Thefe

* Antiq. Bened. in Angl. 167,
+ Freind’s Hiﬁ! M:d\ Tﬂm: II.

phyficians






[ 96 ]

they had poffefled in the reign of Ep-
wARD III. thefe pharmaceutifts were
probably the furgeons; who, in that
cafe, combined the {ame branches of
the profeflion, and engaged in the
fame two-fold occupation which is, at
this moment, common in every city
and fown in the country, and not un-
common in IL.oNpon itfelf. I know
that the praétice of furgery was, at
this time, frequently diftinct from that
of medicine; and, in conformity to the
GewvmMaN cuftom, often united to the
occupation of the barber; but it was,
likewife, often conneéted with the for-
mer; and, as at the prefent day, efpe-
cially amongft practitioners in the army
and navy, lent its name to both branches
of the profeflion; till, atlength, in the
reign of HENRyY VIIL it was exprefsly
declared by the legiflature, that ¢ fur-
géry was an efpecial part of phyfic, and

any
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they thould think moft competent for
this purpole. The fellows of the uni-
verfities of OxForp and CAMBRIDGE
being, in all cafes, excepted and pro-
vided againft.

It was about feven years after the
. eﬁa&i‘ng this ftatute, in the beginning
of the fixteenth century*, the prefent
college of phyficians was eftablithed by
a charter exprefsly granted to them by
Henry VIII. Which charter, it is de-
clared, was confented to, partly in imi-
tation of the I'TALIAN and other ftates,
where medical eftablithments had been
introduced, and partly at the prefling
{olicitations of the celebrated LLinacrE,
and five other phyficians whofe names
are affociated with his. It likewife
complains of the ill effeéts refulting

* About the year 1518,
| from
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macy, as well as phyfic. Surgery was
indeed, a few years afterwards, as I
have already obferved,declared officially
to be ¢ an efpecial part and member of
the fcience of phyfick*.” And if apo-
thecaries be not included in this com-
mon term they are not included at allj
which is fcarcely to be credited ; becauie
they were, at this time, very general
throughout the kingdom, and becaufe
phyficians muft otherwife have been the
preparers and compounders of their own
medicines, and regarded as fuch by the
privy council. Praterea, fays the char-
ter, volumus et concedimus pro nobis et
{fuccefforibus. noftris, quantum in nobis
eft, quod per prefidentem, et collegrum
prediftee communitatis pro tempore ex-
iftenti et eorum {ucceflores, in perpe-
tuum, quatuor, fingulis annis, per ipfos

* A& 32. Hen. VIIL, Seft. 3.
cligantur,
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tion of the Phyficians in LoNpon#,”
in the year 1553, were both however
more explicit and appropriate in the lan-
guage made ufe of to difcriminate the
different branches of the profeffion.
For in thefe the term apothecary ex-
prefsly occurs; and it is declared to be
a duty incumbent on the college to vifit
their thops and to fcrutinize their drugs
and medicines, as alfo to deftroy thofe
which were found ¢ defettive and cor-
rupt.”  For the more full completion
of this valuable end, it is declared law-
fnl aud expedient for the wardens of
the company of grocers, or one of them,
to attend the phyficians, who might be
delegated, in thefe general examina-

tions -
It
* Appendix E,

+ In the former ftatute the cenfors of the college are

prohibited from deftroying defective drugs, except when
{ome

it e v =
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And here the queftion naturally arifes,
i what manner could apothecaries, at
this time, be fupplied with their drugs

if there were. no fuch perfons as drug-
gifts in exiftence?

It muft in anfwer be remarked that,
at this time, the foreign articles of me-
dicine were but few in number in com-
parifon with thofe of the prefent day.
China root, farfaparilla, and guaiacum,
with a variety of other fimples of the
fame elafs, were but juft introduced into
general praétife abroad, and had fcarcely
found their way into this country: cam-.
phor, though known to the ARABIANS,
was but {feldom employed, and peruvian
bark was not even dricovered to poflefs.
medical properties till nearly a century
afterwards. Chemiftry was {carcely
imagined to have any connection with
phyfic. ParacerLsvs, who firft intro-

| duced
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thereof in his own labaratory. The
propriety, therefore, of appointing the
wardens of the grocers’ company to at-
tend the phyficians in their public exa-
mnination of drugs is obvious, and the
faét readily accounted for. The impor-
tation of foreign drugs was through
their medium, and they were fuppofed
to be converfant in their comparative
purity and genuinenefs.

As a further proof that, at this time,
and even long after, ‘the apothecary
made “ufe of the wholefale grocer as his
agent and fatotum, it is univerfally
‘known that, originally, he not only
vended medicines in his thop, but a va-
riety of other articles, in fome meafure
indeed conneted with medicines, but
avowedlypurchafed at the grocer’s ware-
houfe, fuch as fpices and fnuff, tobacco,
fugar,
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wardens of the company of grocers, or
at leaft fome one of them, is ftill re-
quired to attend the delegation of phy-
ficians in their examination of the fhops
of apothecaries, though tlie mafter and
wardens of this laft fociety are obliged
to attend likewife. In confequence of
the prefent divifion of trade the attend-
ance of the grocers’ company is not,
certainly, of any great confequence, and
it has therefore, for many years, been al-
together difpenfed with..

It 1s' after this pertod, by nearly half
a century, that the word druggift occurs
in any public aét. It is to be met with
in the new charter intended for the col-
lege of phyficians in the reign of
CuarLEes II. And, as I have before ob-
{ferved, the term is only introduced,
along with that of fome apothecaries,

who were the difgrace of their pro-
feflion,,
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of courfe, that no fuch perfons as drug-
gifts were then in exiftence. Other-
wife druggiits of reputation would haye
been affociated, in the infpeétion, with
phyficians and apothecaries, inftead of
grocers; and the latter would have been
purpofely omitted as having relinquithed
the purchafe and agency of drugs. But
it is eafy to demonftrate that much later
than either of thefe periods the occupa-
tion of the druggiit, either was not en-
gaged 1n by perfons of any great refpec-
tability, or was not regarded in any
mercantile, or even refpectable view.

During the reigns of the STuARrTs,
perfons in every public employment,
which was capable of being chartered,
and which was not previoufly chartered,
applied for incorporation: and the fums
of money, which were offered for fuch a
privilege, generally obtained it. James I.

there-

PES——————
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Chemiftry however, which had for
many years been cultivated with fuccefs
by BoyLe, Lemery, and fome few
other men of abilities in this kingdom,
began now to form a clofe and general
conneétion with the pharmaceutic art;
and the daring {pirit of commerce had
explored many new regions, and had
imported many new materials for me-
dicine. The occupation of the grocer
was, in fome degree, rendered too com-
plex hereby; and a feparation of that
part which refers to foreign drugs gra-
dually took place, and united itfelf, per-
haps with confiderable propriety, to the
rifing art and fcience of chemiftry. The
perfons thus feparating themfelves from
the grocery line, were difcriminated by
the appellation of drug-men and drug-
fters; and, intime, by the prefent name
of druggifts: and they united to them-
{elves the title of chemiits, in propor-

ticiL
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name, and a confiderable part of the
circle of WEesTPHALIA, has but four
druggifts at prefent: GHENT, one of
the moit commercial cities in AUSTRIAN
FLaxpers, but fix; and BRrusseLs,
the capital of BrRaBanT, but five: and
about twenty years fince, this laft city
contained three druggifts only. s

Hence the origin of this new and '4
two-fold occupation: an occupation cer-
inly of modern date, in comparifon
of almoift every occupation at prefent
purfued : and which, in its firft origin,
was defigned to be a warehoufe of fup-
ply to the apothecary,and, moft afluredly,
not of encroachment upon his profef-
fion: which depended altogether upon
him for countenance and fupport: and
which might be even advantageous to
him, and refpetable to itfelf, while re-
{trained within its own definite and pro~
per
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kingdom, and I have produced an in-
{ftance, in proof hereof at this very time,
of the appomtment of Piirre bpE
MoNTPELLIER to the office of apothe-
cary to Epwarp III. In what the
duties of this office confifted at this pe-
riod, I am not very fure: moft probably
n the giving medical advice as well as
the vending medical materials; for in
the reign of HENRY V. not more than
half a century afterwards, we find the

parliament complaining to the king that |
there was no reftri¢tive law of any kind |
on this fubjet; and that men of every |
denomination pretended at times to the |
knowledge and practice of medicine;
tht meft menial mechanics as well as |

the moft ignorant old women. Amidft

this general licence 1t 1s not, therefor&;

to be fuppofed that the apothecary alone,
the man whofe employment muft have

rendered him 1in fome meafure ac-
quaintgd

|

'i
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name of the occupier. And as the fame
complaints, that the praétife of medicine
had been often ufurped and attempted
by the moft ignorant handicrafts, occur
in this charter, which are to be traced
in the petition of parliament, in- the
reign of HENRY V. we cannot imagine
that the apothecary would defert a prac-
tice which was attempted by the multi-
tude at large, but which, from his oc-
cupation alone, he ought to be better
qualified to underftand than ::iny of his
neichbours, even if he had not attended
the medical leCtures at this time pub-
lickly read at the univerfities of Ox-
rorD and CAMBRIDGE, which however
wére frequently attended.

- Thefe celebrated univerfities indeed
formed the common {chools, previous to
the eftablithment of lectures on phyfic at
GresuAaM COLLEGE, and other public:

n- |
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an inftant obtained by a little fumme of '
money *,"

It 1s probable, in the reign of HEn®y
VIII. that the two occupations of the
furgeon and apothecary were united:
and that, as at prefent, he was {fome-
times diftinguithed by the one appella-
tion, and fometimes by the other: for
about fifteen years after the confirmation
of the charter granted to the college of
phyficians, a bill was introduced and
received the royal affent, which declares
¢« that perfons, being no common fur-
geons, may adminifter medicines not-
withftanding the ftatute,” pafled a few
years before. It complains of the enor-
mous charges of furgeons in general,
in their cure of difeafes, and is intended
to licence “ good old women, and {uch

i Ferri_s’s' General View, &c. p. g1.
other
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Sther honeft people as would give neigh-~
bourly advice for charity and piety, and
- who did not look for gain thereby.” And
it limits the difeafes in which fuch per-
{ons, who were no common furgeons,

were aHowed to interfere; which were
principally external, except in cafes of
{tone, ftrangury, and ague*.

In this ftatute, therefore, the word
furgeon appears obviQuily to be under-
ftood as {ynonymous with apothecary;
and was thus interpreted by judge
RicuArDsonN, in his decifion on this
ftatute, fo late as 1631, in the cafe of
the college of phyficians againft Jouw
BurLeEr. And this being allowed, it
follows, that, at the time of the intro-
duction of this bill, the praétice of me-
dicine was not only officially permitted

* A.D. 1542-3 :
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to the apothecary, but fuppofed to con-
ftitute a prime part of his occupation.

In effeét, from what occurs at the
prefent day, it is obvious that the two
departments of furgery and pharmacy
muift have been very generally united
at this time, in order to obtain any
decent fupport for the practitioner and
his family. The apothecary, in his de- |
partment, was not encroached upon by |
the druggift, as at prefent, it is true;
and, in this refpeét, might have been
more comfortably fituated; but as to
the furgeon, and efpecially the furgeon
of a {mall town, he muft have found
it a5 impoﬁible then, as it is impofiible
_now, to have fupported himielf by his
own limited occupation alone; and, of
.courfe, muft have engaged in the prac-
tice of pharmacy at t]]e fame time:

In every country, therefore, where thefe
branche
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from the reign of Henry VIIL in
which the college firft obtained their
charter, till the reign of James I. in
whicl the fociety of apothecaries was
likewife incorporated*, there appears to
have been frequent difputes between
the former and all other medical praéti-
tioners of every denomination. Profe-
cutions for ignorant and pernicious prac-
tice were perpetual, and, perhaps,
founded on juft grounds; for then, as
at prefent, there were no reftrictive or
difcriminating regulations of any kind;
there was no teft to determine who were
really pofleft of ability; and no adequate
law to preclude thofe from the profeflion
who were not. The college, however,
on the contrary, were accufed of much
iJliberality, and of extending its power

* A. D. 1615.

beyond
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beyond the bounds which were legally
allowed 1t *. |

In the third year of Purrre and
MARY, “ the furgeons and apothecaries
were prohibited the practifing of phy-
fick” under either appellation. And, in
the fourteenth of ELIZABETH, it was
determined, ¢ that the furgeons fhould
not give inward medicines in the {ti-
atica, the French pox, or any kind of
ulcer or wound+.” From whence it

* With juft contempt Hyce1a didft thou fee,.
Thefe mean diffentions of the faculty ;
See fick’ning phyfic hang her penfive head,
And what was {cience once, become a trade :
Behold her fons defert her myftic lore,
And ftudy pature lefs, and lucre more, -
. Dispensary.. Cant. 6,

+ 1 have fearched for thefe acts among the flatutes at
large, printed in 1786, but 1 cannot-find them. I have
inferted them, however, on the authority of Dr, Goop-

aLL, who has mentioned them in his ¢ Royal College
of Phyficians,” ;

E g, feems
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feems conclufive that apothecaries had
again ventured to pratice under the
title of furgeons, notwithftanding the
reftri¢tion impofed upon both parties a
few years before; and, it is probable, the
neccﬁity there was for fuch a prattice,
in fituations where no phyficians could
obtain a livelihood, becaufe few perfons
could afford to pay them their accui-
tomed fees, induced them to return to
this practice, in {pite of the penalties
denounced againft them.

But thefe prohibitions were not ri-
gorouly, and, at all times, enforced
againft every one. The College of
Phyficians having a power to admit
any perfon, of whom they approved,
into their community, occafionally ex-
tended this power, foon after their firft
eftablithment, to both furgeons and
apothecaries ; and admitted many, of

either
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geons were, at times, capable of being
admitted, but alfo into that of candi-
dates, and, confequently, into the fel-
lowfhip of the college. In this cafe
they were expefted;, however, to with-
draw themfelves from every other com-
munity in which they might have been
previoufly engaged, as it was deemed
improper to admit any perfon into that
fociety who had pledged his. faith to any
other*.

The ftatute of the college which
gives ﬁas\}iberai admiffion, and advances

* Si quis forte chirargas, ant pharmacopola, fe prefide
et cenforibus examinandum obtulerit, quo in CANDIDA~-
TORUM aut permifforum numerum recipereturs €Un ante
examinationem, aut faltem ante admiffionem, omni jure et

obligatione exui volumus, quibus fuz communitati prius |

obftringebatur, Neque enim 2quum aut commodui cen=
femus quemquam in f{ocietatem noftram admittere, qui

fidem alteri addictam babet.
Stat, Nov. 8. Coll. Reg. Med.

this

i
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this honourable teftimony of the medi-
cal qualifications of, at leaft, many of 3
the furgeons and apothecaries of this-
kingdom, bears the date of 1647;-and.
it was confirmed a few years afterwards,-
being periods-of about thirty and three.
fcore years from the date of the apo--
thecaries” charter.. And it difcovers the -
exiftence of a manly and generous union
between all the.branches of the medi=-
cal profeflion.. But, unhappily; this -
union did not ldft long. - For-on'appli<-
cation to CuarLEs II. in 1662, on :the
part. of the. college, for:the allowance
of a new charter, .witlf the permiffion -
of fome few official privileges in addi-
tion to thofe already pofleft, .and which -

- altually received a promife of the royal -

aflent, the incorporated fociety of apothe- -
caries oppofed it, with fo much dexterity

and violence, thatitaltogether mifcarried, -

F 6. and -



 paga |
and was incapable of obtaining the
confent of the other two branches of
the legiflature *.

I confefs I cannot fee what juff
grounds there could exift for an oppofi-
tion fo warm aud ftrenuous. The pre-
amble to the charter had undoubtedly.
exprefled the neceflity of its renewal
from a want of fufficient pawer 1n the
old charter to reftrain ¢ the number of
unfkillful, iliterate, and wunlicenced
practizers of phyficke that, in and about
the cittie of LoNpown, bath. of later
yeares much increafed, and att prefent
doe daylie multiphe; zogether with the
renewed frauds, abufes, and deceits of
divers apothecaries, druggifis, and others

* Jtis to this caufe, at leaft, that Sir W, BrowNE at.-
tributes . the failure of this laft charter:
Vindication of the Roy: Col. &c. p. 10.

+. This, as I have before obferyed, is the firft time that-
the word druggift occurs in any public a&,

inhabiting
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eifts of the prefent day, to the * frauds,

abufes, and deceits” of which the chas-
ter complains.

Be the caufe of irritation, however,
what it might, the incorporated fociety
of apothecaries was much enraged at
this attempt of the College of Phyfi-
cians, and, as before obferved, their
oppofition proved fuccefsful®.

But the College was not to be treated

thus feverely without revenge; and,.

having before afferted in their charter

that there were fome apothecaries who -

were a difgrace to the medical pro-
feflion, they now enalted a ftatute to
preclude «// apothecaries whatever, as
well as all furgeons, under which ap-
pellation they might, perhaps, other-

* Appendix I,

wife

PRSP,
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wife have eluded the force of the decree,
from being admitted to the honour
they had hitherto enjoyed, of becoming
candidates for fellowthip. The precife
year in which this ftatute pafled I
know not, but as it was, to a certainty,
about this time, there can be little doubt
of the caufe of its forthcoming; and,
in faé&t, the language in which it is
conveyed, breathes, in fome meafure,
a {pirit of revenge and of wounded
pride. *“ We enact and decree, that
no furgeen nor apothecary, zor any other
Juckh artificer, who has ever exercifed
any lefs liberal art, or bound to fervi-
tude, has ferved his apprenticethip in
a fhop, be admitted into the clafs of
candidates or of fellows, left, haply, if
fuch be elefted into the College, we
fhall not fufficiently appear to have
confulted either our own dignity, or the
honour of the univerfities of this king-

dom,
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dem, which, neverthelefs, we ought to-

regard and ever with to regard wich
the higheft veneration*,

This ftatute has never been repealed..
On the contrary, fome of a ftill more.
rigid tendency have fince been enaéted;
apothecaries and {urgeons are nows,,
not only debarred from all hope of be--
coming candidates: or fellows,. an honor.
even refufed to the licentiate phyficians.
at prefent, but are {feldom able-to obtain
intereft enough to be admitted into this.
latter clafs of the community..

[ * Statuimus et ordinamus, .ut in candidatorum vel foc-+
orum ordinem, nullus admittatur chirurgus, pharmacopaus
aliufve af:"gztfsl ejufriodi artifex; qui aut artem quamcun--
que minus liberalem unquam exercuerit, aut.ad {ervitutem,
adftriGtus in officina tyrocinium pofuit, ne forte, fi tales in
collegium ita cooptentur, non fatis confuluiffe videamur,
aut dignitati noftre, aut honori Academiaram noftratium,
quas tamen fumma veneratione profequi debemus et fempen
volumus,  Stat, Nov. 16, Coll, Reg. Med,

But.
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tice, and the apothecary was obliged
to' comply.

e e o B et W el
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During the prefent century, and |
towards the latter end of the laft, -
feveral additional ftatutes have likewife |

pafled, empowering the apothecary to

praétife, reciting his ability as a praéti-
tioner, and allowing him fome exclu= |

five privileges; particularly in the 6th
and 7th years of Wrirriam IIL. the
‘1oth of Qucen ANN, and the gth of
GeorGE I. in which he is exempted
from ferving the offices of conftable,
and {cavenger, as well as all other parifh
and ward offices; as alfo of ferving
upon juries. The laft of thefe ftatutes
renders thefe exemptions perpetual *,

I cannot, however, clofe this fection
without obferving that this difpute be-

« Appendix K.
tween.
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tween the phyficians and the apothe-
‘caries in this kingdom, was not diffimi-
lar to that conduéted with much afpe-
rity between the phyficians and {urgeons
. of FrANCE, on the firft eftablithment
of the academy of the latter, in the
beginning of the prefent century. Its
origin is related with fo much fpint
and pleafantry, by a FrENcH critic of
that period, that I cannot avoid inferts
ing it in this place.

Il y a quelques années, fays he, que
les chirurgiens propoferent d’etablir une
Academie de Chirurgerie; cet etabliffe-
ment caufa de 'ombrage a la Faculté
de Medicine. Elle craignoit que les
ouvrages, qui emaneroient de cette
Academie, n’efacaffent, par leur clarté,
et par leur precifion, ceux des medicins,
dont l'obfeurité et lincertitude rebu-
toient, depuis long tems, des lectures,

qui,
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qui, en matiere de {cience, rejettent
tout ce qui n’eft point evident. Ils
{’opoferent de toute leur force, mais en

vaimn; les chirurgiens obtinrent ce qu’ils
vouloient.

Ce fut la le fignal d’une guerre qui

dure encore. On s’imagine, peut-etre,

qu’entre gens accoutomés au fang, il y
en eu beaucoup de repandu: non, on ne
s'eft julqu’ici efcrimé quede la plume..
Mais quelles plumes? Entr’autres ecrits
les medicins firent imprimer, il y a dix
huit mois, une queftion de medicine, ou
Pon agitoit, fi la cure des maladies ve-
neriennes pouvoient etre confice aux chi-
rurgiens? Je n’ofe pas dire que la poli-
tefle y etoit entierement violee. Le
leCteur ne voudroit pas m’en croire.
Quelle apparence, en eifet, que l'auteur,

qui reprochoit a fes adverfaires leur

groflierete et leur peu d’education, eut
vouly

it s o . o ik






G JdlL

The Neceffity of the Profeffion of the
Apothecary to the Nation at large, and
the Ewvils to which both are, at prefent,
equally expofed. The Origin of the
General Pharmaceutic  Affociation to
ff;jveﬁ::gare thefe Iwvils; its extenfive
Correfpondence with Praltitioners in
all Parts of the Kingdom; and a brief
Account of 1ts wultumate Defign, and
of what 1t has already aichieved.

EALTH is, perhaps, the greateft
blefling human nature can en-
joy; and life is only valuable in propor-
tion to the degree, in which that health
is poffeft. Of what infinite confe-
quence is it, then, to the nation at

large, that the profeflion to whom its
| | general |
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paration for practice cannot be obtained
without confiderable expence; nor can
fuch expence be afforded, excepting b
families of affluence, or, at leaft, of re
putable mediocrity. In general, there
fore, the families of all refpectable
phyficians of this country are pofleft
- of fome property, their own charatters
honourable, and, if their incomes be
not large, on firft engaging in pradtice,
they draw from their friends, or their
own patrimony, an additional fupport,
till that practice becomes {ufficient.

alone, without perfonal attendance and examination; bul
the {mall degree of general eftimation in which fuch diplo
mas are hell, prevents their forming any competition wit
the numbers that are obtained from the Excri1su Univer
fities and from EpinsuRrcH; at which three cities about
twice the number of ftudents graduate for prattice in thi
kingdom, to thofe that graduate in every other jart of th
world befides. 'Though at many of the foreign univerfi
ties the examination is fufficiently ftrict and fevere, parti
cularly at Lovvaixe, UTRecHT, and LEYDEN.

T



[ s - ]
" This is far from being univerfally,
or even equally, true with refpett to
apothecaries; among whom there are
no reftri¢tive regulations to keep at a
due diftance the ignorant and the un-
{kilful, no form of public examination,
or teft of medical ability. That among

. thefe there are many practitioners pof-

feft of extenfive general information,
found fcientific knowledge, and unim-
peached refpectability of charaéter, muft
be admitted; and I triumph, at this
moment, in the recollettion of many
fuch, who have extended to me their
confidence and friendthip.  But many
are there to be met with who haye no
fuch pretenfions to merit; who are
equally a difgrace to the profeflion,
and the bane of {ociety at large. And
what is ftill worfe, and moft of all to
be lamented by the community, the
- number of thefe laft is daily mcreafing,

G while
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while rhe more worthy and the intel-
ligent are, in the fame proportion, with-
drawing themielves from the profeflion.

This, I have faid, is to be lamented
by the community; and little need be
added to prove it a national detriment.

Of all the branches of the medical
profeflion, that of the apothecary, with-
out doubt, 1s of moft confequence to
the health of the nation at large. In
this city, where a phyfician attends one
patient, an apothecary attends twenty;
and, -in the country, this proportion is
more than doubled. ¢ He is,” fays a
celebrated writer, ¢ the phyfician to
the ‘poor at all times, and to the rich
whenever the difeafeiswithoutdanger®.”
In the line of mediocrity, phyficians
are {eldom confulted, on account of the
attendant expence. And huts, hovels,

* Smith’s Health of Nations.
- and
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“That this is too much the cafe at the
prefent moment, and that it is daily
becoming more {0, no man, who is, in
the leaft, acquainted with the profef-
{ion, can entertain the leaft doubt. And
there are two grand caufes to which it
may be attributed.

Firft, The encroachment which che-
mifts and druggifts have, of late years,
made on the profeflion of the apothe-
cary, by vending pharmaceutic prepara-
tions, and compounding the prefcrip-

tions of phyficians. And

Secondly, The want of a competent
jurifdi¢tion in the profeflion itfelf, to
regutate its practice, and to reftrain
ignorant and unqualified perfons from
pradlifing at all.

It
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STRAND, at which about two hundred
practitioners attended.

The purport of this meeting was
judicioufly opened by Mr. CHAMBER-
LAINE, of AYLESBURY-STREET; the
minutes and tranfactions of the focicty
‘were then read; and it was next ftated,
an fupport of the obfervations already
made, ¢ that this unjuft, and innovating
ufurpation of druggifts, together with
the intrufion of uneducated and unikil-
ful perfons into profeflional praétice,
called loudly for fome {peedy and ef-
feCtive a&t on our own part; an act
that thould at once deftroy the obtru-
fions complained of, and reftore credit
- and refpeétability to the profeflion.
And this, indeed, whether we {fuffered
ourfelves to be influenced by narrower
and perfonal, or by broader and patriotic

confiderations : For the evils we were
called
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Lonpon {uffer more largely from. its
eftefts, than their brethren in other
fituations. It was declared to be a
morbific infection; that it began at the
capital, as at a central point, but dif-
fufed its deadly breath from thence to -
all the larger cities and towns through-
out the kingdom. Nor ftopped the
contagion here. From the larger cities
and towns, 1t was beheld propagating
itfelf to the fmaller cities and towns,
till, at length, fo general was the
prevalence of the difeafe, there was
fcarcely to be found a village or a
hamlet, without a village or a hamlet
druggift. If the {ale of medicines and
the giving of advice was not here fuf-
ficient to fupport the vender, he added
to his own occupation, the fale of mops,
brooms, bacon, and butter, and a thou-
{and fuch articles befides. The unani-
mity of country practitioners could not,

therefore,
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therefore, be doubted of, in the adoptmn.
of any meafures that might be devifed

to deftroy this ruinous and ungenerous:
traffic of the druggiit.

¢ There mightbe, perhaps, fome prac>-
titioners fo happily fituated, at prefent,.
as to be out of the reach of the drug-
eift’s influence, and unmolefted by his
ungenerous monopoly. But even fuch
practitioners ought not to. think them-
felves uninterefted in  the common
caufe. Such practitioners might have
children; they might have {fons;, fons:
that muff be educated, for, in general,.
there was fuch a neceflity, into the pro-
feflion of their forefathers: And when.
they had, at length, completed theii
medical education, who could determine
that they would not fix themfelves in.
the very center-of fome large druggift’s
vurtf:x?' and be fubject to all the evils,

G g in.
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in a ten-fold degree, that we were then

called upon to contemplate, to depre-
cate, and to oppofe?

¢ It was from this ufurpation of drug-
gifts, added to the fecond evil we were
convened to encounter, the obtrufion
of unikilful and illiterate men into the
profefiion, that the profeflion loft, and
was daily lofing, its credit and refpecta-
bility; and that an ungenerous and un-
gentleman-like competition was conti-
nually occurring between man and
man. Where, it was demanded, 1s
the article employed in common life,
but has had a high advance upon its fale
within the laft twenty years? Taxes
have been doubled, houfe-rent has been
doubled, the price of almoit every ma-
terial has been doubled, but the price of
medicines hasnot only not been doubled,

but,
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but, from the operation of the caufesbefore
adverted to, has had {carcely any advance
in any place; and, in many country fitu~
ations, the charge for medicines, and
more efpecially the charge for furgical
operations, has had a moft thameful and
a moft fatal reduction indeed..

s Hence comes it to pafs, that but few
refpectable families will confent, at the
prefent day, to educate their {fons under
our care into our profeflion. They fore«
{ee the difficulties they will have to en~
counter, and they wifely keep aloof
from thofe difficulties. And that while
_an attorney can cafily procure.a pre
mium of three, four, or five hundred,
pounds with every clerk he admits into-
his office, an apothecary, whofe pro-
- fefiion is of infinitely more confequence,,

15, 1n general, obliged to accept a much:

G6: fialler:
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fmaller fum---a fum, faid the fpeaker,
which fhall not mjure by its ftatement
the feelings of any one prefent, but
which every one knows will, in almoft
every inftance, bear no comparifon
whatever. Hence is it, that the po-
verty of the profeflion-is become fo
confpicuous; and that. we are continu-
ally hearing of bankruptcies among our
brethren: and hence, toe, proceeds it
that a pradtitioner, inftead of being able,
as he ought to be able, and as gentlemen
m other occupations lefs hazardous, and
lefs laborious, are able, to amafs a fund
againft future exigencies, againft the
advance of age, and againft thofe acci-
dents to which all are lable, but to
which the profeflion of the apothecary
is particularly expofing him every hour
of his life, and which may prelude him
for eéver from rendering any farther ai-
fftance to his wife and family; inftead

of






[ 158 ]
cidation; becaufe, on fuch eclucidation,
much of our future operations, and,
moft afluredly, much of the fuccefs of
thofe operations muft ultimately depend..
And, firft, as to druggifts:

“ Thefe,aswell as allother warehoufe-
men, engaged in the purchafe of arti-
cles by the grofs, muft find thofe arti-
cles, when purchafed, poffeft of diffe-
rent qualities. With refpeét to drug-
gifts 1t 1s {fo, 1n the purchafe of rhubarb,
Peruvian bark, gum Arabic, and, in ef-
felt, every foreign article befides. Hence
an aflfortment becomes neceffary. From
this affortment the prime drugs only cam
be vended to the apothecary; for the
apothecary 1s, at all times, or at all times
ought to be, a judge of their comparative
quality. Bnt what 1s to be done with.
the inferior affortments? To throw them
away would be to deftry all profit ac-

| cruing
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a large ftock of indifferent materials on
his hands; and, in ipite of his honefty,
the temptation to difpofe of thefe ma-
terials to the public, will often be too.
ftrong to be refifted.

“ A druggift, therefare, reafoning 2
priori, muft be under the neceflity of
vending inditferent drugs to the public,
and of employing them in the compofi-
tion of medical prefcriptions. Cickro,
indeed, informs us 1t was a maxim of
RomaN morality, that “ in vendendis
vitia difcerentur, qua nota effent ven-
ditori*.” But if this maxim were to
be enforced among modern druggiits,
few, indeed, would be the prefcriptions
they would be able to compound at all

¢ Yet allowing the neceflity of emplc y-
ingin different drugsin the compofition of

* De Offic, lib. 3.

medical.
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medical prefcriptions, there is no necef-
fity for compounding thofe prefcriptions,
in a carelefs and unfcientific manner,
and witly wrong materials; or for fend-
ing wrong diretions, or no diretions at
all with the prefcriptions when com-
pounded. DBut even thele are falls
which occur every day, and the papers
at this time on the table, are {ufficient,
it was aflerted, to {ubftantiate the
charge. 'They complain of fome drug-
gifts who have made fatal miftakes in
their compofitions; of others who, from
want of a claffical education, and an in-
capacity of tranflating the directions
appended to their prefcriptions, have
been under the neceflity of difturbing
apothecaries in the middle of the night
to tranflate for them; and, laftly, of
others who, from boldly adventuring to
interpret, have given wrong diretions;
or who not daring ta interpret, have

dif-
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difpenfed their medicines without any
directions at all: leaving the bewildered
patient to chance, or the furmife of his
own imagination; whilft, not knowing
the omiffion to be the drugeift’s, he is
condemning, atthe fame time, the phy-
fician for performing his duty but by
halves.

“ The compofition of prefcriptions,and
the vending of pharmaceutic prepara-
tions by druggifts, comprize, then, a na-
tional evil, and of no {mall magnitude.
The materials they make ufe of muft, in
general, be mere offals and the refufe
of better drugs; and, from want of
claflical knowledge, perpetual errors,.
and negligencies, are diicovered in their
combination. The credit of the phyfi-
cian 1s endangered; and the patient,
perhaps, is deftroved.

But
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. But if this be a fource of national
abufe and deceit, what infinite injury
muft refult from the {till bolder practice
fuch men often allow themielves, of ad-
ding pretended medical advice toerrone-
ous med:cal compofitions? Menwhohave
never enjoyed any other medical educa-
tion than what their own counters have

afforded: and who can know nothing of
the powers of difeafes, or of the powers
of medicines to remove thofe difeafes
when prefent? To attempt to demon-
ftrate this to be a public evil, and one
that calls loudly for public redrefs, is
altogether to lofe time: it is to light up
the fun at noon day with a candle. And
the fecond abufe which refults to the
people at large, from the prefent ftate
of pharmacy, was, therefore, zdverted
to; and which confifts in the obtrufion
into the profeffion of ignorant and un-
fkilful pretenders; men whofe origin,

per-
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perhaps, were that origin to be traced,
would difcover them to have been the

porters of hofpitals, or the counterboys
of quondain mafters*,

“It is not altogether {ufficient to com-
plete the medical charaéter to kinow that
jalap will purge, that ipecacuanha will
vomit, that antimonials will {weat, ot
that cantharides will excite a blifter;
and yet, were the qualifications to be
‘minutely {ferutinized of many who pre-
tend to practife, they would not, per-
haps, amount to much more than thefe.
When men of this defeription, with
unparallelled audacity, prefume to in-
vade the literary profeflion of phyfie--~

* Qui enim olim vix famulitio digni a nobis habebantur,.
nunc non modo pracipua nobis commoda medicamentorum,
praparatione, ac diftributione praripere, fed et ipfi praxi
clinice audacter fefe immifcere moliuntur. - Goelicke Reg..
Prof. Hift, Med, Sect. 158,

medi-
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“ But what plan is to be propofed as
the means of obwviating them? This is
an important queftion, and it deferves
much confideration. There are two,
however, that have been fuggefted. The
firft is a general aflociation of all the
apothecaries of GREAT BRITAIN en-
gaging themfelves, by articles to each
other, to deal with fuch druggifts only
who fhall immediately confent to relin-
quith the compofition of all medical
prefcriptions, and to retain to them-
{elves their wholefale occupation alone:
and to receive no apprentice, and em-
ploy no affiftant, but who has had a
claffical education. And the {econd,
the formation of a general committee
to a¢t in the name of the whole, and to
endeavour to obtain the necefiary refor-
mation by an application to parliament.

As
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education? Thisis {carcely to be fuppofed.
Let it however be conceived that an affo-
clation thus extraordinary and univerfal
is completed. ' That aflociation can only
be fupported by laws; thofe laws muft
be guurded by penalties; thofe penalties,
when the law is enfringed upon, muit be
enforced, and the forfeited {fums collected.
For many. obvious reafons however, it
would often be difficult, 1f not impoi-
fible to collet the amount of the penal-
ties incurred. In this cafe the only re-
maining punifhment is expulfion: a pu-
nithment, perhaps, the delinquent would
often pay but little regard to: but which,
whenever enforced, muft diminith the
ftrength, and, in fome degree, by lef-
{ening its number, fap the foundation of
the fociety itfelf. For thefe reafons,
therefore, want of univerfality, and

want of coercion, fuch an affociation
muft
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fought every inch of ground; that we
oppofed hoft to hoft, and perfeverance
to perfeverance; and that, as our diffi-
culties encreafed around us, our {pirit
likewife encreafed in proportion to thofe
difficulties. Conteft muft precede vic-
tory: but unanimity and refolution will
enfure it to us; and that muft be a prize
of but little value indeed, which is to
be obtained by f{mall pains and exer-
tions*.”

It was then propofed ¢ that the perfons
prefent thould form themfelves into a {o-
ciety, under the title of THE GENERAL
PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION OF
GreATBRrITAIN; and thatall other regu- -
larly educated prachitioners, throughout

* Tt may be remembered by many, that the fubftance of
a fpeech is here related, which was delivered by the au-
thor at the Crown and Anchor, at the above meeting;
and which he is enabled to give the more fully, from the
fhort hand notes of a friend who did him the honour to
write after him, ~

the






L 174 ]
“ 'That this committee do not confift of
a {maller number than twenty: that it
be chofen by nomination and majority of
votes; that it have regular meetings
once a month, or as much oftener as may
be deemed convenient, at the BurrALo
TAVERN, BLooMSBURY-SQUARE, (the
firft mecting to be held on the twenty-
eighth day of this prefent month, July;)
that it be open to the admiffion of every
member of the AssocrATioN; and be
at liberty to fummons general meetings,
and to report progrefs whenever it may

feem expedient fo to do.

“That it be recommended to the com-
mittee to take into their immediate con-
fideration, and to adopt fuch means as
may appear beft calculated to obtain the
intention of this inftitution, and to in-
form the AssocraTioN thereof fromtime

to time.
T Lat
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fnl]owing. In confequence of which,
the committee then appointed have been
{eduloufly engaged, and ftill continue to
be engaged, by fpecial meetings ‘of fe-
le¢t committees, and by public meetings
of the whole body of the committee,
holden, as refolved upon, twice every
month, -at ‘the BurrarLo TAVERN,
BLooMsSBURY-SQUARE, to carry the
important work thus devolved upon
them into execution ¥,

The extent of their correfpondence is

only bounded by the extent of the !;ing-
dom; and the materials collected moft

voluminous and immenfe. The ardor
evinced by praétitioners, in every part

of the country, to forward the common

* Tt does not appear neceffary to mention the names of
the committee in this publication, as they have been already
enumerated in a circular letter from the committee itfelf,

and are in the hands of almoft every prattitioner.
caufe,

kil e L WY
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caufe, is uniform and unmiverfal; and
{carcely a poft arrived in LLoNpon for
the firft two months, after the eftablith-
ment of the AssocraTioN, without new
ftatements, from perfonal knowledge,
of increafing evils accruing either to
the public or to the profeflion, from the
toleration of the abufes complained of.

There is not, perhaps, a fingle druggift
in the whole kingdom who compounds
his different preparations, in all refpeéts
_confiftently with the college difpenfa-
tory, but the druggifts at MANCHESTER
appear to excel all others in fuch nefa-
rious ingenuity, and to extend their en-
deavours to fave trouble and expence, to
articles in which it could be {carcely
imagined fuch endeavours were necef-
fary. An ingenious correfpondent, who
dates from this town, has obliged the
committee with a copy of fome few of
thefe elegant fuccedanea, and they will

H s be
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be found in the appendix as below*.
From a letter addrefled by another cor-
refpondent, it appears that about ten or
twelve years fince, there were but two.
druggifts in this town, though, at pre-
fent, there are no lefs than eight; of
whom three have commenced bufinefs
within the courfe of the laft twelve
manths-l' But pharmacy alone com-

prifes .
* Appendix M..

+ A letter from CuesTeR informs us there are no lefs
than feven in that city ; and at CHICHESTER We are in.

formed, by another correfpondent, there are no lefs than:
five.

. Foreigners may well be furprifed, therefore, as many
with whom I have converfed are, at the number of drug-
gifts to be found in GreaT BrrTa1w, and their com-
parative proportion with medical pratitioners,

i have before obferved, that at Lrzce there are fous
&rugg1ﬁa only; at GEeENT_fix, and at BrusseLs five,
"The proportion with medical pradtitioness is as follows:

Drug-
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But druggifts are not the only perfons
who are thus adventurous. "In many
leaces the grocers of the town take upon
themfelves this very benevolent office,
or at leaft a part of it. In the {mall
town of UcwrierLp there are not lefs
than three of this defcription, who pre-
{cribe as well as vend medicines: and
that thefe prefcriptions, and this advice,
may be free from every poflible error,
and fure of becoming advantageous,
* they apply, fays a letter from this
place, not to any phyfician, or even any
apothecary, in town or in country for
information, but—to the druggifts with

whom they deal: who, in confequence

hereof, fend them down advice juft equal

leQion C. There is a manifeft impropriety in mentioning
the name of any confidential correfpondent. But I have
put references to the different letters that are quoted, that
cach may the more readily be reforted to,

n
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in value to their medicines, and prefent
them with tables of different dofes™.”

AtHorBeEAcH, WAKEFIELD, and
many other places, are perfons who, in
the latter town, call themielves bone-
fetters; and, endeavour to atone for the
want of all furgical knowledge, by in-
forming the multitude, that they are
in poffeffion of fpecifics in almoft every
cafe that can occur, and, of which,
profeflional gentlemen are entirely ig-
norant.  The refult of fuch kind of
pradlice can eafily be conceived. < I
have feen,” fays the writer of a letter
from HoLBEACH, *“ the moft dreadful
confequences enfue from hence; and,

* Extratt of Letter, &c. marked No. 3,inthe colleftion
C. This gentleman particularly ftates the articles of ipeca-

cuanha, tartar emetic, antimonial powder, jalap, neutral
draughts,

t Letter, No, 4. C, ¥ 1d. No. 5. C.

if
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if it be neceflary, I will give you
many inftances in a future account,

having had many poor wretches apply to
me in a moft defperate ftate, in confe-

quence of fuch injudicious treatment *.”"".

Similar to fuch pratitioners the
committee have received an account
of a man who has undertaken to prac-
tife both furgery and pharmacy at the
village of BECKINGHAM, becaufe he

happened to be a fhort time before,

{table-boy for two years to a furgeon
in that neighbourhood+f, and whofe
whole medical education was derived
from hence. And from COLCHESTER,
a letter has informed the Commuttee,
of a poor wretch whofe thoulder was.
diflocated, and who was ordered, by a
man of this defcription, who had clearly:
miftaken the cafe, to anoint the part

* Letter, No. .5, Co. + No. 6. C..
| affetted

#,
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the different preparations in his difpen-
fatory; and, at laft, had been happy
enough to tranflate them by “ an elec-
trical thock*.” A druggift of fimilar
penetration 1s reported, in a letter from
WORCESTER, to exift in that city: this
man 1s reprefented as taking infinite
pains to obtain, through almoft every
druggift’s thop, a tinCture of the name
of ¢ ejufdem,” which, unluckily for
the poor man, had been prefcribed in a
formula fent to his thop for preparation.

It .is not, however, at all times,
that fuch miftakes have been either
pleafant or innocent: there is one re-
lated, in this laft letter, of much more
{erious confequence, in which laudanum
was ufed for paragoric elixir, and the
quantity proved fufficient to deftroy the
unfortunate patient. From this fenfible

¥ No. 8. C,

letter
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dreadful miftakes, evinced by the dif-
ferent druggifts and pretenders to me-
dicine in the .country, which have been
narrated to the Committee by letters,
and from perfonal knowledge. The
fecretary* will, I doubt not, have the
goodnefs to fatisfy the curiofity of any
perfon who withes for farther fpecimens.
~ of the fame deftruétive conduét, at any
time, when properly applied to, and
from proper motives. '

The Committee did not, however,
confine their attention to fuch individual
ftatements alone. With refpeét to
dmggiﬁa, they knew it to be an in-
controvertible fact that, independent of
the wvarieties of the fame materials,
varieties of different value, which they
keep continually in their warehoufes,

* Joun Lewis, Efg; Half-Moonftreets Piccadilly.

and
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To  afcertain, more publickly, how-
ever, the truth of this faét, they fent
to more than a dozen of the moft re-
fpectable druggifts this metropolis will
afford, for fpecimens of a wvariety of
drugs and preparations of the prefent
Lonpon Pharmacopeia, moft material
in the praétice of medicine; as alfo for
the compofition of a variety of extem-
poraneous prefcriptions, {elected for this
purpofe. In my account of which, I
thall borrow the words of the Secretary,
as I cannot do better, and as he has
allowed me fo to do, in his report on
this fubject, as entered in the minute

book.

¢« The refult of all thefe mveftiga-

tions, obferves he, confirmed, beyond a

doubt, every affertion that has hitherto
been advanced, refpeting the neceflity
of a reform in the profeffion of phar-

Macy,
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tion, adulterated, as oil of cloves, oil
of cinnamon, ladanum emplafter, can-
tharides emplafter, aromatic confeétion,
{ena-clettuary, tinctures of guaiacum,
cardamoms, rhubarb, &c. &c. &c.

¢« That there {carcely appeared to be
one inftance of a medicine being faith-
fully prepared from the formula of the
LonponN Pharmacopia; nor of a fim-
ple, but expenfive drug, to be procured
geriuine. Such was the cafe, particu-
larly with Arerpro {cammony, with
faffron, and RussiaN -caftor. Scam-
mony could not be obtained pure even
in its concrete ftate. The {pecimens
of faffron were procured in the hay,
as it is vulgarly called; and this form
was determined upon, becaufe leaft
likely to be adulterated. But even of
this there was no one fpecimen ge-
nuine; thofe - which were fold having
all

E]
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“ The preparations from extempo-
raneous prefcriptions {carcely bore any
refemblance to what was expetted, had
they been compounded aright; and no
two, from the fame prefcription, were
fimilar.  Vitriolic ether and camphor,
mixture, which comprized a part of
one formula agreed upon, were neither
of them employed in two inftances.
And decottions of Peruvian bark were,
of all degrees of weaknels, and of all

colours.”

¢« The direftions were, in many
cafes, mifconceived, and 1mproperly
tranflated; in others, not more than
half tranflated; and, in one inftance
particularly, the very reverfe of what

was written ®.”

It

* This above is merely a fhort and general fketch of

what appeared to the notice of the Special Committee. It
15y -
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It may appear fingular that, in the
midft of fuch innumerable errors and
abufes, detection thould not be more
frequent by the cenfors of the College
of Phyficians, and the wardens of the
Company of Apothecaries, in their an=
nual examination of medicinal thops and
warehoufes. But it is no difficult tafk,
againft the anniverfary of this public
infpection, to be fupplied with a {mall
aflortment of genuine articles of every
kind; and ftill lefs difficult, when the
fupply 1s thus procured, to produce it as
a {pecimen of the whole quantity the
druggift has in his poffeflion. In what
quarter of the warehoufe the larger and
remaining quantities ef {purious mate-
rials are {ecreted, the pharmaceutic

is, however, fufficient for many purpofes, and efpecially
for the prefent : and, for a more complete ftatement, the
entire minutes, which are preferved, may be referred to,

| critic
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critic knows not, nor does he think it
worth while to make o fruitlefs an
enquiry. He determines from what
1S Preiénted to him, the druggift ac-
quires an undeferved credit, and the
impofition on the public continues.

* So numerous, indeed, and fo impor-
tant are thefe deceptions and abufes of
the druggift, that it 1s but a thort time
fince a refpectable apothecary of this
city, who 1s not a member of the Puar-
MACEUTIC ASSOCIATION, was under
the neceffity of returning to his drug-
gift, forty articles out of feventy-two
that were {fent him, in confequence of
their having been either not genuine,
or improperly prepared. And 1t 1s not
more than a fortnizht, from the time
I am now writing, that a druggift; of
much refpectability, told me of his

having received a. complete order to
furnith
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furnifh another apothecary’s fhop at
{fome little diftance from him; but added
that, as the gentleman who had {ent
the order, had defired him to be very
particular in the felection of his articles,
he had, himfelf, purchafed more than
half of them at Apothecaries’ Hall.

Here, therefore, is a druggift who
has the ingenuouinefs to acknowledge,
that not half the medicines in his
warehoufe are ‘genuine; and that, when
he is obliged to fend out medjcines
which are genuine, he 1s under the ne-
ceflity of applying to fome other quar-
ter for a fupply. And yet this druggift
has a large wholefale confumption for
the articles he keeps by him, and is
confiderably engaged in vending thofe
articles by retail; as well as in com-
pounding the prefcriptions of phyficians,
and furgeons.

Fia But
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But to return to the operations of
the Committee. They not only inves-
tigated more deeply the frauds and
abufes of druggifts, together with the
mal-practices of many ignorant and il-
literate pretenders to the pharmaceutic
profeflion: but i order to attach the
whole community of the healing art to
the object of their purfuit, and to leave
no afliftance unfolicited, they prefented
addrefles on the fubjett, to the College of
Praysicians, the Corporation of Sur-
GEONS, and the Company of ArPoTHE-
cArIEs: from the former of which they
have already been honoured witha polite,
and encouraging reply. The parla-
ment was next adverted to; {everal of
the members were waited upon, that
their fentiments might be collected;
and, at length, the minifter himfelf.
Al were very ready to admit the ex-

treme neceflity there is for a redrefs of
the



Ly ]
the gri’évamea enumerated ; all, buf
more efpecially the manifter, advifed
the Committee to perfevere, and pointed
out the beft mode of application: which.
was, by a petition to parliament for
leave to introduce a bill on this fubjeét.
In confequence of which, a petition
was immediately drawn up, and pre-
fented by Sir Wirriam DoLzrN, on
the the 6th of February laft, and ore =
dered to lie on the table. |

The Committee had ﬂron"g hopes, at
the time of the prefentation of this pe-
tition, notwithftanding the feflion was
fo rapidly advancing towards its clofe,
that, before that event happened, they
fhould be enabled to digeft the medi~
tated bill, and get it introduced into the.
houfe.  But the importance of the
matter it was to contain, and of the
regulations it might be proper to adopt,

Iz required.
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required {o. much cautious enquiry, and
mature deliberation, as to render this
unpoflible, without pfecipitating it 10 a
crude, and indigefted form. And, by -
the advice, therefore, of a moft refpect-
able member of the Lower Houfe, the
Committee refolved unanimoufly to-
poftpone it till the “enfuing {effions:
and, in the mean time, to folicit in a
more full and explanatory manner; the
opinion and affiftance of the College
of Phyficians, as to what farther re-
mains to be accomplithed.

But it was neceflary to inform the As-
SOCIATION at large, and efpecially thofe
members refident at great diftances in
the country, ‘what had been already at-
chieved; and a paper was, to this pur-
Pnfé, therefore, drawn up in the menth
of March laft, and circulated, with the

fignature of the fecretary, through every
part
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part of GrREaT Brirary. It ftated the

anwearied labours of the Committee 11

wveftigating the frauds, and impofitions

already complained of; and the neceffity

there was for perfeveraftce: it gave an
account of the addrefles, applications,

and petition already enumerated, and
concluded with deeming it neceffary,

that, in order teo obtain fundamental
redrefs, the following principles ought

to be continually adverted to.

Firfi, That' the liberty to vend
pharmaceutical preparations, compound
phyficians’ prefcriptions, &c. &c. thould
appertain to theapothecaryalone. Foras
theapothecary neceffarily attends patients
without any emolument but what arifes
from the profits of the medicines he
may vend, it will be folly to imagine
that any perfon will fubje& himfelf to
an expenfive education, and a wafte of

I 4 time
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time in apprenticefhip, if men egres
gioufly ignorant, can obtain, under any
other appellation, the fame advantages,,
and without the fame labour, or that
hazard unavoidably, and often fatally,

accompanying an attendance upon the
infected fick:

Secondly, That no young men be
taken as apprentices who have not had
an approved education.

Thirdly, That none be affiftants with-
out having been examined as to their
competency for pharmaceutical compo-

fitions, &c. &c. &c.

Fourthly, That none be at liberty to
fettle until examined; nor any perfon
entitled to an examination until he thall
have faithfully ferved an apprenticethip

of five years at the leaft.
Fifthly,
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Obfervations on the Principles of Aétion
laid dowwn by the Pharmaceutic Affocia-
tiony and a Viadication of them, as
confifient with general fuflice and Po-
bicys as equally and indivifibly con-
Hected awith the Advantage of the Na-
tion at large, and the very Exiffence
of the Projeffion itfelf, as a Profeffian
of amy poffible Utility.

S the principles contained in the
circulatory addrefs of the Phar-
maceutic Committee, with which the
laft fe€tion clofes, appear to be of ma-
tertal confequence towards the profecu-
tion of a pharmaceutic reform, though
they may probably be refifted by in-
terefted perfons, and fome fhadow of
| argument
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arcument employed to fupport fuch re-
fiftance, the prefent fection fhall be
dedicated to thewr defence.

Is it juft, it may be enquired, is it
confiftent with the broad interefts of
commerce, to deprive a refpectable body
of men of a large part of that bufinefs
which conftitutes their livelihood, and
which they have now, for nearly a
century, enjoyed without moleftation.?
and would not the public be expofed
to as many impofitions, and to much
heavier expences, from this monopoliz-
ing- {pirit of the apothecaries, provided
they obtain the objeét of their purfuit,
than it is expofed to at prefent, while
all are competitors for public favor?

And 1s it, 1w the-fecond place, con-
fiftent with. the laws of policy,. or of
common. juftice, to exclude a-man from

L6 an
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an occupation of any kind, merely be-
caufe, from humility of birth, and the
want of more opulent friends, he has
not been able to enjoy the advantages
of a claflical education? Do we not
frequently meet with men, of no edu-
cation, who are pofleft of an uncommon
genius, while, on the contrary, we
often meet with men of expenfive
‘educations, who are pofleft of no genius
at all; and 1s not a good gemus, at all
times, capable of furmounting the dif-
ficulties by which it 1s furrounded?

“To both thefe enquiries, in general,
the old adage may pertinently be ap-
plied, Salus populi fuprema lew, the
health or well-being of the nation muit
ever conftitute the fupreme law.

But with refpe& to the firft more
particularly, it has already becn {tated,
| that
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that the profeflion of the apothecary,
when properly cultivated and refpectable,
is of infinite advantage to the kingdom.
That he has an almoft infinite majority
of patients to attend, in comparifon
with any other praltitioner ; and thofe
in {ituations of extreme hazard, and
fatality.. His life 1s a feries of unceafing
haraffment and anxiety. He 1s perpe-
tually expofed to the evils: of midzﬁght
difturbance, at all hours, and in
atmofpheres, and the {till greatepangers
of morbific canta% Not an in-
fe@tious complaint can arife, but he is
liable to 1ts deleterious effects, and,
compared with himfelf, every other
man holds his exiftence in a ftate of
affurance and fecurity, I have twice
myfelf been in the utmoft danger, in
confequence of contagion from typhoid
patients. In the firft inftence, I was
deprived of all recolleCtion for more

than
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than three weeks, and was, at length,
abandoned by my medical friends, as on
the very point' of death. Contrary,
however, to all expettation, I recovered;
but fcarcely were my debilitated limbs
capable of fuftaining the flender weight
of my body, when this friend, whofe

kindnefs had induced him to officiate for

me, during my {evere ¥nefs, was him-
felt attacked with the fame difeafe,
communicated fromn a patient he like-
wife had attended; and, lefs fortunate
than myfelf, he expired under its pref-
fure, before 1 had reeovered ftrength
enough to return him the kind offices I
had received. Such inftances are com-
mon: and, {urely, the profeflion that en-

counters them deferves exclufive reward.

« Every perfon, if poffible, obferves
¢« Mr. HuME, ought to enjoy the fruits

“ of his labour, in a full pofleffion of all
¢ the

-
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« the neceflaries, and many of the con-
¢« veniences of life. And their profits
“ fhould be proportionable to thew ex-
¢ pence and hazard *.”

But this 1s not all. - It 1s from the fhop
of the apothecary the ARMY, and NAVY,
with the coronigs dependent on this
kingdom, derive nearly the whole of their
medical affiftants. And upon the initia-
tion into practice which fuch affiftants
receive, muft depend the greater part of
their future character and capacity,

If the praétitioners, under whom
they are placed, be themfelves men of
no education or ability, what reafonable
expeltation can be entertained that the
pupil will be more wife than his mafter?
On the contrary, if fuch fuperiors be
men of upright charadter, and found
medical {kill, the apprentice'fhip of

* Eflay on Commerce, p. 281,
every
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every young man intrufted to their care,
will form a fchool of continual im-
provement;. his ftudies will be duly
diretted; progreflive knowledge will be
acquired; and, what is' of no f{mall
confequence to himfelf, or to the world
at large, morality will triumph over
debauchery and vice.

Nor, even, 1s the profeflion of the.
phyfician uninterefted in that of the
apothecary. “ There certainly is not a
{chool, obferves Dr. FERRIS, more ex-
cellently calculated for the attainment
oﬁ: ch of the moft ufeful knowledge
~the phyfician fhould poflefs, than the
fhop of an intelligent apothecary. Be-
fides a thorough proficiency in the pecu-
lhiar bufinefs of inveftigating and judg-
ing of the comparative goodnefs of
medicines, and of their various prepa-
rations and compofitions, if a young

man, in fuch fituations, be permitted
& to
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to accompany his principal in his vifits
to patients, which, in moft inftances,
is the cafe in the latter years of his
apprenticethip, perhaps to vifit for him;
he commands the very beft fource of
medical obfervation, information, and
experience. He fees difeafes at their
commencement; he has it in his power
to mark the progrefs of their fymptoms,
and, with examples before him, can
more readily be taught to difcriminate
thefe fymptoms which characterize the
nature of the difeafe, and which indi-
cate the remedies appropriate to its cure,
He anticipates the advantages of attend-
ing the pratice of hofpitals. He is
early trained to habits of thinking and
converfing upon medical fubjefs, and
1s, as it were, grammatically inftructed
in pharmacy, and its application. He
18, therefore, initiated, by the beft of all
poilible means, in a moft eflential branch
of medical {cience; and is well pre-

pared
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pared to continue his ftudies with wd-
vantage, “ Cognitls: enim principiis
multo facilius extrema intelliguntur*.”

But if the pharmaceutic' profeffion:
be of 10 much confequence to:the na-~
tion at large, from whatever point it is
viewed, it ought, furely, to receive a
due encouragement from the nation in
return. It ought to be aflifted by the
nation; it ought to be aflifted by the
legiflature, in throwing off from itfelf
thofe grievances by which it is op~
prefled; and, in re-acquiring the pof-
{eflion of thofe emoluments, which are
fo. juftly its own, and, without which, I
do not hefitate to predi€t, it cannot
long furvivet. The profits arifing from

compound

* General View of the Eftablithment of Phyfic, &e,

+ The laft edition of ¢ the Medical Regifter,"" a book
that gives the numbler and names of all the medical prac~
titioners in this kingdom, was publithed in. 1783, by
Jouwson., It did not anfwery inits fale, {o well as it
ought



frigen <]
compound pharmacy, conflitute the
whole of its fupport; and it is a {ource
of fupport which it has enjoyed, and,
till of late, enjoyed without moleftation,
from the earlieft periods of time. The
two former fections of this differtation
are dedicated to the proof of this. In.
them it appears that no fuch occupa-
tion as that of the modern druggift ex-
ifted, or was capable of exifting, amongft
the Greeks, the Romans, or the
SARACENs. ‘That it is not to be

ought . to have done, and it has fince been difcontinucd,
'The Committee have taken fome paims to difcover the
number of apothecaries exifting, at this time, in the: king~
dom, and they are till perfevering in the attempt, though
the accounts are, at prefent, far from being completed.
On a comparifon, however, of the returns already com-
municated to them, with Jornsox’s Medical Regifter,
they find, that notwithftanding the increafe of population
in this country, during the above period of twelve years,
which fhould naturally have produced a proportionate in-
creafe of medical pradtitioners, there is not only no in-
creafe, but, on the contrary, a diminution of one-tenth
part of the number that then exifted.

traced



oy ' 0

traced, in any early period;, in the
hiftory of Frawnce, IraLy, or of
GreAT Brrramn. That the pharma-
ceutift was the general compounder of
all medicines required, whether for his:
own praétice, or the praltice of phyfi-
cians; and that it was from hence alone
he drew his livelihood and fubfiftence..

It is idle, therefore, to contend that
the compofition of medicines, and me-
dical prefcriptions, is an inherent branch
of the bufinefs of a druggift, and, of
which, he ought not to be deprived.
The entire bufinefs of a druggift is
but of modern date; and this pretended
branch of his occupation: was. not, in:
ar-iy degree, attempted to be connected:
with the original bufinefs, till half a
century after its firft origin.  The drug-
gift is not, moreover, asis the apothe-
cary, dependant upon this branch of

bufinefs for his. entire fupport.. It is-
1O
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being of the nation, and the very ex-
iftence of an important profeffion, alike
unite in demanding its fuppreflion.

Si unus quifque noftrlim, obferves
Cicxro, and no one will difpute the
morality or the propriety of the obfer-
vation, rapiat ad.{e commoda aliorum,
detrahatque quod cuique peffit, emolu-
menti fui gratia: focictas hominum, et
communitas evertatur neceffe eft. Nam
fibi ut quifque malit, quod ad ufum
vitz pertineat, quam alteri, acquirere,
conceflum eft, non repugnante natura.
Jllud natura non patitur, ut aliorum
fpoliis, noftras facultates, copias, opes

augeamus *,

'So inconfiftent, indeed, with pro-
priety, with commerce, and with ge-
neral juftice, 1s this encroachment of

* De Ofiic, lib, 3. P
the
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ufually abounds with {kilful weavers
and thip-carpenters. We cannot rea-
fonably expect that a piece of woollen
cloth will be wrought to perfeétion in a
nation which is ignorant of aftronomy,
or where ethics are neglefted. The
{pirit of the age affelts all the arts, and
the minds of men, being once roufed
from their lethargy, and put into a
fermentation, turn themfelves on all
fides, and carry improvements into
every art and fcience*.” This obfer-
vation 1is true with regard to every thing
but medicine: but, perhaps, this phi-
Yofopher was unacquainted with its evils
when he diétated fuch a {entiment, or,
perhaps, he wrote prophetically, and
the period of its full accomplithment
approaches,

* Effay on Refinements in the Arts,

But
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mfifted upon; an education not beyond
the reach of the multitude, but con-
fiftent with the loweft degree of medi-
ocrity. If, therefore, the profefhion of
pharmacy be once ereted on a bafis
of refpe@ability and moderate profit,
fo many would immediately flock into
it, that monopoly would be rendered
altogether  impoflible. Trades and
profeflions of every kind, will, at all
times, find their level, and he who
difpofes of his time, and his materials,
at the cheapelt ratio, will, with few
exceptions, be certain of the largeft
employment ™. The price of medi-
cines and advice would never, therefore,
i this cafe, rife above their real value.

& < Tf there'were ahy employment more or lefs advan-
tageous than the reft, fo many people would flock into it,
in the one cale, *and fo many would defert it in the other,
that s #ﬂx’&i‘ﬂhg}ts'wﬂﬁu faon return to the level of other
emiployments. ’ Smich’s Wealth of Iations.

It
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of, would be more likely to apply a
peedy and an effectual remedy; and that
{ympathy and humanity, which are al-
moft infcparable from refpectability of
character, would induce the practitioner.
to be frequently charitable and gra-
tuitous.

It 1s not to be expected, however, that
the price at any time charged by a drug-
gift for compound medicines, would be
altogether fatisfactory to an apethecary
for preparing the very fame. Few me-
dicines, 1 a druggift’s warehoufe, are
compounded from genuine materials;
and 1t has frequently occurred, that a
prefcription containing three or four ar-
ticles of nearly equal value, has been
pretended to be compounded at fuch
places, and the price charged to the
perfon who has thus cafually applied,

been lefs than that charged for one of
the
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ever have in his poffeflion fo large a
ftock of imdifferent articles, of the re-
tufe and offals of thofe which are ge-
nuine, as the druggift muft have at all
times. Added to which, his intereft
and reputation are more at ftake than
thofe of the druggift. Of the former,
medical compofition conftitutes the {ole
employment, fo far at leaft as regards
profit; but it does not conftitute the fole,
nor even the chief employment of the
latter. The druggift compounds by his
fervants, for a patient whom perhaps,
neither himfelf nor his fervants areinthe
leaft acquainted with; at whofe deceafe
they cannot weep, at whofe recovery
they cannot rejoice. The apothecary
compounds at all times for an acquaint~
ance, and moft frequently for a friend:
he can never become active without be-
coming concerned; and his intereft is

connected with the event. -
Should,

I
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Should, therefore, a druggift employ
genuine articles in the preparation of a
prefcription. fuch as an honeft apothe-
cary could. approve, and fhould he de-
mand fuch a price as might be fufficient
to fatisfy himfelf, it might not, never-
thelefs, be fufficient to indemnify the
apothecary who had prepared the fame
prefeription; and that in confequence of
the infinite difparity of fitwations. *The-
profit of apothecaries, obferves Dg.
ADAM SMITH, 1 become a bye word
denoting fomething uncommonly extra-
vagant. This great apparent profit,
however, is frequently no more than the
reafopable wages of labour. The fkill
of an apothecary is a much nicer and
more delicate matter than that of any
artificer whatever; and the trut which
is repofed in him, is of much greater
importance.  His reward, therefore,
ought to be fuitable to his-1kill and his

K % truft;
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truft; and ‘it arifes generally from the
price ‘at which he fells his drugs.
"Though he thould fell them, therefore,
at three or four hundred, or even a
thoufand per cent. profit, this may be
no more than the reafonable wages of
his lTabour charged, in the only way in
which he can charge them, upon the
price of his drugs. The greater part of
the apparent profit is real wages dif=
guifed in the garb of profit *.”

~ Perhaps this celebrated author is right
in obferving- that ¢ this is the only way
in which an apothecary can charge for
his fkill and Iabour.” But if fo it is a
way that ought not to be interfered
with, er infringed upon by a clafs of
people who have 1t not in their power
to evince fuch fkill and labour: 1t ought

® Wealth of Nations.
not
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fied with the price which. might proba-
bly fatisfy a druggift, and on which ac-
count he is entitled to a larger profit: I
mean that the druggift is-almoft univer-
fally paid in ready money, while the
apothecary is under the necefity of giv-
ing credit for a twelvemonth at the
leaft. "Fhe druggift, therefore, is in
no hazard of contracting uncertain and
indifferent debts: while the apothecary,
like every other man engaged in trade
upon credit, muft be uncommonly for-
tunate indeed, if he do not contratt
many, and fome on which he had placed
no {mall reliance. Decaths and bank-
ruptcies may injure him in a variety of
forms. And when, at length, he okt-
tains permiffion to introduce the ac-
count of the paft year, he will teo of-
ten difcover there are perfons in GREAT
Britain, as well as there were for-
merly in GERMANY, whom Ericus

CorpUus,
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monopoly, but it would effectually pre-
vent impofition and abufe.

With refpe@ to the fecond objection
I have ftated, arifing from the exclufion
of any perfon from any occupation,
merely from the humility of his birth;
and becaufe, m confequence, hereof,
he has not been able to enjoy the advan-
van'tagﬁ:s of a claffical education, much
that might be neceffary to notice on this
{fubject, by way of reply, has already
been introduced in the foregoing pages.
And as for the reft, precedents for {fuch
reftriftive regulations are to be found in
a thoufand inftances, in almoft every
country in Euvrore. In Russia no
apothecary can praétife till he have been
examined by the chancery of medicine:
and in DENMARK and HoLrsTEIN, till
he have obtained a licence from the
colleges of CoPENHAGEN, and LEIGE,
| and






[ 230 T

qualified, therefore, it is neceffary he
thould become mﬁru&ed We war not

with poverty more than with riches.
tor a rich man may be ignorant as well
as.a poor man. It is againft ignorance
alone we contend; againft a power of
doing mifchief, without a capacity of
dmnfr good. If, at any age, a man wifh.
to engage in the practife of medicine as
an apothecary: at any age he may ftilk
do it: but he muft fubmit te the necef>
fary requifitions: he muft become acs
quainted with the rudiments of the pro-
feflion---and he muft, in confeqence,
put himfelf under the tuition of thofe
who, having been themfelves properly
taught, are properly qualified to in-
{truct.

Ignorance muft, of neceflity, be a
fource of evil in every profeflion: but of

all profeffions it is moft to be dreaded in
that
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its worlt foe, and its curle; that, like
the ferpent in the garden of Eprw, may
indeed aflume a moft plaufible appear-

ance, butis pregnant with mifchief and
death *.

But education i1s not only a fource of
knowledge, but of morals: and whilft
the {cience of medicine has its myfte-
ries, and is locked up from the eye of
the multitude, this is of more confe-
quence than may at firft fight, per-
haps, be apprehended. ¢ It is not of
fmall importance, obferves an antient
and intelligent philofopher, whether a

% Almoft all writers have contended for the propriety
of fuch reftrictions in every branch of the medical pro-
feflion. And Dr. Kirxrawp, therefore, till {fuch
reftrictions are introduced, advifes, with refpect to fur-
gery, the only branch to which he adverts, that there
fhould be fupervifors or diretors a; pointed, duly qualified
for the performance of theirduty. Inquiry. &c. Introd.

youth
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who, from poverty alone, independent
of the want of virtuous principle, might
be tempted, in no {mall degree, to de-
ceive and impofe upon.

I know not whether SHAksPERE"S
defcription of an apothecary in RoMmro
and JurieT, were confiftent with the
profeflion, as at that time praétifed in
ITaLy. Butitis, I am afraid, by far
too confiftent with the coftume of the:
prefent time, in GREAT BriTAIN, Po-
verty is too. often. its fad and only inhe-
ritance: and where extreme poverty
exifts, the confequence is. often to be
trembled for. And I much fear, from
the unbounded liberty which is at pre-
fent ‘allowed to the prattice of phar-
macy, that the ManTvan apothecary,
~ though too fuccefsfully aflaulted in one
inftance, would be comparatively a moft
valuable member of modern fociety. F

very
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dertaken eventually, if not complied
with now; for the increafe of abufes
would enforce 1t. But how much more
creditable 1s 1t 1n the profeffion itfelf, to
be firft 1 the field of aétion, to chal-
lenge its own community, and to wipe
away all thofe blots and difgraces,
which have fo long defaced and tar-
nithed it.

Such abufes have furely exifted long
enough already, and it is full time they
fthould be deftroyed for ever. They
form the perpetual complaint of Hip-
POCRATES, of PrLiNy, and more efpe~
cially of GaLen*. The ARABIAN

* His cpiftles to Turasysvrus and PosTHUMUS,
are loaded with fuch hiftories, In that to the latter he com-
pares the practitioners at Rome, to robbers and affaffins.
Ut apud.nos fibi latrones parcunt, et, in facienda injuria,
mutuo conveniunt; ita medici Roym & nunc habitantes
fzclunt; hocque folo a latronibus differunt, quod in urbibus
non in montibus infidiantur, &g.

and
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the college, and the wardens of the
company, to examine, at {tated times,
the medical materials of all praétitioners
whatever, to approve of thofe which
are genuine, and to deftroy the bafe and
adulterate.

But nothing that has been attempted.
has been hitherto {ufficient. The na-
tion and the profeffion have ftill {fub-
mitted to the fame evils: and what is yet
more to be lamented, thofe evils have
qeen perpetually increafing. Ignorant
and dithoneft practitioners have ftill im-
pofed on the public, and difgraced their
own community; and an a& has ftill
been wanting to reftrain fuch perfons
from prallifing at all. Till this a&t be
obtained, thefe evils will continue to in-
creafe: and, unlefs it be obtained foon,
every refpectable man will be withdraw-
ing himfelf from the profeflion, and

aban- ~
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B.—Page 67.

The authors of Les Reflexions fur les Ou vrages
de Literature, are certainly in an error in I'uhp-
pofing medicine one of the lalt fciences to which
the Araprans addifted themfelves. On' the
contrary, from the above obfervations, as well as
a number of others that might be advanced, it
was the [tudy of medicine that firft induced them
to pay a regard to every ether ftudy.

Vide Tom. V. p. g2.

C.—Page 118.

Ex bundello petitionum de anns nsno Hen. V. in
parliamento.

‘“ But worthie foveraines hit is known to your
hey difcretion, many uncunnyng, and unaproved
in the aforefaide fcience pra&ifeth and fpecially
in fyfyk; fo that in this realme is every man, be
he never fo lewed, takeing upon him practyfe, y
fuffered to ufe it to grete harme, and flaughtre of
many men, where if no man practiled therein,
but all only connynge men, and approved f{uffici-
ently, the learned in arts filofofye and fyfyk, as it
is kept in other londes and roialmes, then fhould
many man, that dyeth for defaute of helpe, lyve,

and no man perifh by uncunnyng.
| ¢ Whercfore
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cepted) which are rated in the book of rates, and:
are or fhall be imported as aforefaid, a duty aftes
the rate of ten pounds of like money, for every
hundred pounds worth thereof, according to the
feveral values charged on them refpeétively in the
faid book of rates; and it is hereby declared, that
by unrated drugs, chargeable by this a&, are
meant, all bark called clove bark, all bark called
Jefuit’s bark, callabafha, &c. all chymical prepa-
ratjons, phyfical oils, and medicinal drugs, ex
cepting drugs. ufed for dying, and except csffer,
tea, chocolate, cocoa pafle, and cocoa nuts,” &c.

To thefe were added fome few other drugs five
years afterwards, as objects of fimilar taxation,
as farfaparilla, balfam of Peru and Tolu, and
whatever elfe of the like kind was ¢ the growth
and produ& of her majefty’s plantations in AME-
rR1cA.” ANN. an, 7. cap. 8. § 12. By fome
unaccountable miftake, fenna was placed in the
former 2&, in the lift of drugs for dying; and an
additional a& was therefore pafled on this {fubject
eleven years afterwards, complaining of the error,
and fubje&ting it to an equal tax with other forcign
drugs. Geo. L. an. 1. cap. 43. § 3. Vide allo
Geo. I. an. 8. cap. 15, § 0.

A Bill
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““ Beit ordained, eftablifhed, and enacled, by the
- authority of this prefent parliament, that at all
time from henceforth, it fhall be lawful to every
perfon, being the king's fubjed, having know-
ledge and experience of the nature of herbs, roots,
and waters, or of the operation of the fame, by
{peculation or prallice, within any part of the
realm of ENGLAND, or within any ather the king's
dominions, to pradlife, ufe, and minifter in and to
any outward fore uncome, wound, apoftemations,
outward {welling or difeafe, any herb or herbs,
ointments, baths, pultefs, and emplafters, accord-
ing to their cunning, experience, and knowledge
in any of the difeafles, fores and maladies afore-
faid, and all other like to the fame, or drinks for
the ftone, ftrangury, or agues, without fuit, vexa-
tien, trouble, penalty, orlofs of their goods,” &c.

I.—Page 134.

This, indeed, is not the only inftance amidft
thefe feuds of the two communities, in which e
lower houfe proved triumphant. It was in the be-
ginning of the prefent century, when a part of
the College in Warwick-lane was planned out for
a Difpenfary, Dr. GARrTH, in his facetious and
unrivalled poem, introduces the company of apo-
thecaries as tauntingly exclaiming,

And
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L.—Puge 157.

There are few apothecarics in the country wher
do not engage in the pracife of furgery : and by far
the greater number in LoNDON do the fame: yet
the united profit of both branches of the profef-
fron- forms, in too many inftances, but a very
fcanty fubfiftence for the pra&itioner and his fa-
mily. It was the opinion of the late Mr. Jouw
HuNTER, in a converfation I had with him a
fhort time before his death, that furgery ought
ever to be pradtifed by itfelf; as it appears to have.
been formerly among the GrREEks and Romans,.
unconnected with any other branch of the medical
profeflion. And Dr. KirkrLAND has profefledly
written on the advantages which would neceffarily.
refult from fuch a divifien*: a divifion, however,
which a celebrated German Profeffor, of the
prefent century, lamented through the whole of
his life, and ever regarded as ap ¢ infelix atque
fatalis divortiot.” .

But without controverting at large the opinion:
of thefe gentlemen, and others who have imbibed.
the fame fentiments, 1 will only obferve that, al-
though the divifion here contended for did fre-
quently exift, with much accurate difcrimination,,
among the GREEKS, the Romans, and the Sa-

® Inquiry into the prefent ftate of Medical Surgery. Introd.
+ Andr. Goclicke Hift. Med. Univer[.. part 2. feft. 157

BACENS,
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nacrxs, yvet the Hiftory of Medicine given in
the firft fection of this publication, will prove that
it was a divifion that admitted of many and cone
tinual exceptions alternately in every nation,
That the phyfician very generally engaged in the
praltice of furgery, and often in that of phar-
macy :—that the {urgeon frequently exhibited in<
ternal medicines in difeafes which could not rank
under his own claflification: and that both the
pharmaceutift and the furgeon occafionally prac-
tifed dietetic medicine. ¢ For all the parts of
medicine, obferves CELsvus, are fo interwoven
with each other, that they cannot be eafily fepa~
rated.” ¢¢ Le chirurgien et le medicin, fays a~
FrencH writer whojuftly acquired fome celebrity
for his obfervations about fifty years fince, font a
Pegard I'un de l'antre, comme Varchitette et le
fculpteur. L’architefte conduit un batiment, et
prepare des niches pour des ftatues. Le proprie-
taire appelle le fculpteur, qui fans contrainte et
fans direction, prete fon induftrie aux vies de
Varchiteéte, donne meme des confeils fur les places
deftinées aux figures. Les deux arts concourent
au meme defleim*.”

But there is another and a more forcible reafon,
which muft for ever prevent any general feparation
* Memoire ot I'on fait voir en quoi peut confifter la preemi-

menge de la Medicine, &c,
in
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m this country: and that is, that the pra@itioner
. Who unites both furgery and pharmacy is, as be-
fore obferved, fcldem capable of obtaining more
than a decent competency for himfelf and his fa-
mily; and, at times, fearcely capable of effefling
this.  Either therefore thefe two branches muft
continue to be united throughout the whole coun-
try, -as they have ever been in the army and navy,
or the pecuniary profit allowed each of them muft
be nearly doubled. A fa& there is but little pro-
bability of accomplithing at any time..

- M.—Page 178.

Exiraét of a Letter, dated from Manchefier, to the
Committee of the General Pharmaceutic Affsciation
of Great Britain, marked No. 1, C.

¢ T have a copy by me of the different forms
for the officinal preparations of a druggift of this
town, whofe fhop is much frequented for the
compofition of prefcribed medicines: and a com-
parifon will eafily determine, whether an honeft
apothecary could afford his at an equal price, even
if he were iinmediately paid for them. - The fol-
lowing are a few out of ma:iy of the like clafs;
and the words of the recipes are here copied

Unguentum Lapide Caliminari
Lap. Calaminaris Ibvij Axung Porcin Ibxiv
Empl. Diachylon Ibfs.

“Spir.

|
|
|
|
|
|
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fome neighbouring fhops to enquire for it. And
not fucceeding, he, at laft, took back the pre-
{cription to know what he fhould fubftitute in its
ftead, as he could not procure any Tin&. ejufdem
in the city. The next was, unfortunately of more
ferious confequence. A phyfician being requefted
to prefcribe for the {fon of a poor woman, about
ten years old, labouring under a dyfpneea, direéted
the following draught to be given him at bed
time:
K. Syr. Papav. Alb. 3j. Tm& Opii Camph. zij.
Aq. Diftill. 5vm.
this the poor woman, exptﬁ‘ing to get fomewhat
cheaper, took to a druﬂmﬂ s. Unfortunately the
fhopman not being acquainted with the new name
for Paragoric Elixir, made it with 3ij of Tind.
opii—and, though he advifed the woman to give
the child only half the draught, it proved fuffi-
ciently ftrong to deprive him of life before the
evening of the following day.”

Woarcefter, March 18, 1795.

O.—Page 183.

It would be too voluminous by far to give even

a compendium of the innumerable inftances of
errors and malpradtife which, from a want of
due regulations, have occurred to the notice of
the committee within the city and fuburbs of
LoNxpoN :—but having mentioned one mittake of
ARSENIC
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On examination, this powder, which was fold
for ceruffe, proved inconteflibly to be Arsenic.
And having myflclf attendcd fome fhort time after,
at the requeft of Mr. W. to infpcé@ the child, we
were informed that the druggift, at whofe fhop
this arfenic was purchafed, had promifed to defray
every expence of the cure. It appeared from the
report of his {hopman, that this man had tak:en
the fhop about two years fince, of another perfon,
with the whole ftock of fixtures and materials;
" and that this powder being then found in the
drawer marked for ceruffe, it had been fold to the
P-rcfent time for this laft article. The whole of
the dreadful evils which muit have arifen from
this very lamentable miftake for two years, we could
not difcover: but it was an undoubted faét that,
about the time I am now fpeaking of, a gentleman
in the neighbourhood had very nearly loft a valu-
able hotfe from the erroneous application of this
powder, again purchafed for ceruffe, to a crack in
one of its heels. And a friend of the lady. who

had nearly loft her child in the manner above de--

{cribed, fent unluckily about the {fame time, for
fome of the {ame powder, and for the fame pur-
pofe; but lefs fortunate than herfelf the was under
the neceflity of witnefling the death of her child,
in a fhort time after, in confequence hereof, and
that in the extremeft agonies.
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