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believe it bids fair to hold a Place, among the
beft and moft valuable Medicines ; and to rank
with the peruvian Bark in the Cure of Agues,

remitting Fevers, and periodic Headachs.

" Ffficacious Medicines are certainly of the
utmoft Importance in Pra&ice, the Invefti-
gation of which, has been frequently recom-
mended by many celebrated Philofophers and
Phyficians, who have done Honour to Science
amongft the Ancients ; and by fome Authors
of the higheft Reputation amongft the Mo-
derns, particularly Bacon, Boyle, Baglivi, and
Boethaave. The prefent Materia Medica,
however, notwithftanding the many Volumes
that have been written upon the Subject, makes
but a very humble Appearance, with Regard
to Medicines of real Efficacy and Importance ;
and therefore, if by an experimental Enquiry,
another efficacious Medicine is likely to be
.dded to the Number of the few valuable Ones
already eftablifhed, it is to be hoped, that fuch
an Attempt will not be deemed unworthy of

Attention.

Perhaps












4 RGN R A A0 B L,

In Confequence of this general Intimation,
the Author of thefe Sheets confulted Lewiss
Materia Medica upon Arfenic, and agreeable
to his pharmaceutic Hiftory of that Article, he
diffolved a fmall Portion of the white Sort in 2
Solution of the fixed vegetable Alkali. On
trying and comparing the Effeésof this Solution,
with thofe of the Patent Ague Drops, he found
the Medicine to be fimilar, but that the
former was too ftrong : he therefore diluted the
Solution, by doubling the Proportion of Water,
and then comparing their Efieéts, found the
Medicines nearly of an equal Strength.

Having tlhus become acquainted with what
he efteemed a powerful Medicine, he was
ftrongly imprefled with an Idea of its Im-
portance ; and therefore has kept a regular and
conneded Hiftory of the Cafes in which he has
prefcribed it. Hence the following Reports
contain an Account of the curative Effedts of
the Medicine, defcribed 1n a juft Proportion of
Examples of Succefls and Failure, in the Courfe
of its Adminiftration. They alfo contain a

_ parti=
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The Author profeffes himfelf a {’t‘rong Advo-
cate for an effedtive and powerful Materia Me-
dica ; on which Account, the Subjeés of his late
and prefent Reports have engaged a Share of
his moft ferious Attention. The Properties
however of mild and fimple Medicines, have
occafionally been the Objeés of his Inveftiga-
tion ; and his Enquiries in that Line have con-
vinced him, that among the many trifling and
infignificant Articles, which are ftill retain-
ed in the Materia Medica, there are {fome va-
luable Medicines, that are not in the Reputation
they are jufily entitled to ; a few Examples of
which, it will give him Pleafure to communicate
in fome future Publication. In the mean Time,
as the Idea of a Poifon feems to be {o {irongly
connedted with that of Arfenic, it will be found
very difficult to feparate them in the Mind,
whenever that T'erm is named; and therefore
to avoid as much as poflible, fuch a difagreeable

Aflociation of Ideas, in the Pradtice of the heal-
ing Art, the Medicine now about to be intro-

duced to the Notice of the Public, will be dif-
tinguifhed by the Name of the Mineral Solution.
ADYVER-



























































































































































































































































































































































































































