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Pl B R K

- ¥ THINK myfelf obliged to the Public
? I for the confidence and encouragement they
~ have beftowed on me, fince I made .t}}em a
“ tender of my fervices in the former edition of
my critical enquiry into the nature and cure of
Urethral complaints ; by which I am flattered
that a fteady and diligent perfeverance to any
particular object in any profeffion, will meet
with a duereturn ; and they judge wifely who
have faid, that toarrive to a perfect knowledge
of any fingle branch in fcience, is of more ufe
to fociety than a general fmattering in the
whole. Not that I with the profefiion thould
be {ubdivided; but I aflert that it is com-
mendable in any one, where he finds a defeét
and obfcurity in a part of any one branch,
there to employ his whole force of attention,
and to {upply the deficiency by minute appli-
cation and obfervation. This will be a means
of encreafing the E{Jwer and importance of the
whole. Surgery has undergone many revolu-
tions; but notwithftanding the vaft ftride to
perfection that has been made in it within
thefe fifty years, there are many inftances where
the profefior can only be a compaflionate {pec-
tator of an incurable cafe, his knowledge but
{erves him to draw the melancholy conclufion,
that {o far can he go, but no farther, Here is
the inroad by which ignorant pretenders creep
into a community, They make their attack
upon the minds of the incurables, the credulous,
and the d_efponding, and like leeches, never
quit their hold until they have drained the con-
ftitution with the purfe. It is aftonithing to
me how men in their fenfes can apply to fuch ;
have they a greater claim to fcience or litera—
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obftruction, the fpafms excited from violent irri
tations, befides other imprudencies, even to pene-
trating the partition betwixt the urethra and
anus, are proceedings, which boldnefs itfelf could
not authorize, and humanity forbade, From the
earlieft hour of thefe difeafes to the prefent day,
the Surgeon has been obliged to rely on his own
ingenuity, and to proceed in the dark, for-want
of fufficient precedented rules to dire& him in
effecting a cure. The Bougie is talked of as a
remedy in general terms; there is no doubt but
it is a remedy, and a very radical one, when once
the grand object is furmounted, that of getting
over the obftructions in the Urethra, and of
gaining a paflage into the bladder. It is to
effect this where the Surgeon is often bewildered
and difappointed, at a period when his credit and
reputation is eminently at ftake. This difficuley
arifes from an error in the prefent general
practice, wherefore not all the opportunities
that hofpitals afford, have as yet enabled the
pradtitioner to act with a degree of confident
authority, or have they ferved toremove that myfte-
rious veil that at prefent obfcures the application
of the beugie. It is one thing to glide it up a
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e gonorrheea, are {fubjetts of
a very ltbbldlnﬂllﬁ turn, given to drinking and de-
bauchc.r:es: They look upon the time they un-
dergo in their cure as a greater hardfhip, in being
reftricted from their pleafures, than in the real
fuffering they feel from the difeafe itfelf. They ap-
ply to their furgeon, receive relief, the ardor urinz,
chordeé, and other inflammatory fymptoms abated,
trufting to a good conftitution for perfecting the
reft, they return to their pleafurable purfuits, as
the gouty fubject to his faucés, after Having over-
came a fit; nay, there are many men of pleafure,
about this town, who make a fyringe a part of
their pocket equipage, and who undertake to lay
their own plan of future mifery: And here let

me obferve, that I know of no ar'gumtnt fo ftrong

againft the ufe of injections, as that of the furgeon
ot being able to anfwer for the regularity of his
patient during the ufe of them. Itis not in hu-
man fkill to guard againtt the evils that muft fol-
fow to injeCtions, when the patient is continually
‘keeping up a ftimulus and irritation on the parts,
by drinking hard, feeding without reftraint, fitting
late at nights, and repeating his converfe with wo-

‘men, be they found or difeafed.
I come







( 8)
nearthe freenum, I have often feen inflame afid come
to fuppuration, difcharging itfelf externally by two
orifices on each fide of the freenum, Farther
up in the Urethra, there are three confidefable
lacuna deferibed by that ingenious and minute
refearcher Cowper 5 two of thefe lacune or duéls
make a confiderable rout through the fpungy fub.
ftance of the Urethra, ditecting their courfe to
two glandular bodies the fize of a horfe bean, of
an oval figure, flat, and fituated on the two con=
vex fides of the fpungy urethral fubftance near
the ends of the crura penis’y thefe two glands are
covered entirely by the muicles, called accelera-
tores urina; the third duét leads to a gland fmaller
than the two defcribed, placed in the fpungy fub-
ftance of the Urethra, néar the curvature, which
the canal defcribes under the pubis, and often
opens by two orifices in the Urethra : In the cavity
of the Urethra, towards its extremity, from with-
out, inwards, feveral things offer very eflential,
and that demand our ftriceft attention. The
proftratze imply a plurality of glands, though
only one in reality, of a fhiape like a cheftnut,
fituated between the bulbous part of the Urethra

and bladder, having its bafis towards the bladder,
and
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fot pafs up toit, he made ufe of the leaden probe,
in his own words, “ he anointed firft, pafled the
“ probe up to the caruncle, and then by prefling
“on it, broke it off ; you muft expeét, fays he,
“a bleeding, and it is not done without pain,
“ the Urethra being of exquifite fenfe ; that pain
“.is fometimes accompanied with rigor and fever :
“If aflux of a virulent matter be accompanying
“ the ftranguria, the laft remedy is f{alivation.”
The fame author recites afterwards many cafes,
fome of which terminated happily, though amongft
them there were {everities put in practice, which at

this time would not altogether have been thoughe

warrantable ; particularly the cafe in his tenth ob-
fervation, where his friend, Mr. Edward Mullins,
and he dilated the Urethra, throughout the whole
paffage to the neck of the bladder, to no purpefe,
‘as the urine never afterwards pafled per urethram,
but flowed from a puncture, made previous to this
geﬁeral operation, in perinceo, clofe to the neck
of the bladder. I fhall not attempt to defcant
upon the .theory and manner Mr. Wifeman
treated the difeafes of the Urethra; it is fuf-
ficient at fuch a date, as in the reign of Charles

the fecond, that we have fo exa& a mode laid
down
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“ that frequently thofe miferable patients, all at
“ once, and without any manifeft caufe, are feized
“with a fuppreflion of urine; whence they are
¢ tortured with a great many painful and froitlefs
¢ attem'pfts to make water, while at the fame time
% there is.tio' admiflion for the catheter to relieve
¢ them that way. At laft, after a long torment,
« fome quantity of pus on & fudden malkes its way
% out of the orifice of the Urethra; a little after
“ which, the urine is difcharged without difficulty,
“ till the fame mifchief retdrns again. ~ 1have fome-
¢ times feen this difeafe, and you cannot but be
« fenfible what a hard matter it is to accomplifh a
¢ cure, Here falivation has its plaee, and here all
'the remedies recommended againft the *fore-
% mentioned kinds of' gonurrh:;ua muft be wr}f
o dﬂigcntly appltt:'d P ol

The theqryﬂf th¢ aburr: learned author be:rmg
fmm the beginning an hypothefis of his.own, we
fhall gain but little improvement from his method
“of cure; he fuppofed that the fubcutaneous fatty
cells were the nidus of this difeafe, that the mems:
‘brana adipofa was diftributed all over the body,
gven to the privities, eyelids, &c. Therefore from
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an opinion of this fort it is nnﬂio’h.mnierea
that he does not even hint at the ufe of bougies,
or thinks of any confequence topical applications.
His confidence was built on thofe remedies that
would empty the adipofe cells, and by evacuating
the fat they contained radically extirpate the
venereal virus, And therefore, however juftly
elegant and pathetick, he has defcribed the fymptoms
of the urethral difeafes, yet we cannot look up to
him for a remedy. Let it then fuffice that fuch a

~defcription of the difeafe from Boerhaave ftands

upon record as a difficulty for thofe of a future
age to call forth all their attention, to deliberate on
and remove. Dionis, a furgeon of the firft emis
nence at Paris, in his demontftration of chirurgical
operations, page 146, enters into a difcuffion of
urethral obftructions, and feems to attribute all the
caufe to callous fears which ftraiten thé paffage of
the urine, diminifh the ftream of it, and hinder the
probe from paffing up the canal, Thefe fears, he
fays, are produced from one or more gonorrheeas,
and their cure is performed by conduing a
cauftick to the difeafed parts by means of a wax

eandle, which will deftroy the old collofity, remove

the fricture, and give an opening for the wax-
candle

—————— e e e m TRRE

e ——e e e










(24 )

tontraét in proportion as it is ftretched or dilated.
When I begin fpeaking of Monf. Daran, I en-
«deavour i a more efpecial manter, to divelt myfelf
of all that partiality which in general prevails
-either in a criticifim on the conduét of a friend, or
‘the:theory of an author, is too apt to caft a falfe
glare over their actions or productions and to
‘hurry him who pronounces upon them, into a
ftile of enthufiaftick flattery, or illiberal reflections.
Such an author can be of no good confequence to
the public; be he a man of abilities, he mifleads
much to their prejudice; be he otherwife, he de-
grades himfelf below the aim of criticifm and
becomes worthlefs. Monf, Daran deferves
praife and blame. Praife in having firft formed
the medicated bougie fimilar to what is now in ufe,
blame in having profefled to perform with it more
than reafon or truth will allow. I would wifh to
make all allowance for Monf. Daran’s pompous
diétion and pretentions to infallibility, becaufe the

fafhion of his country and the obftacles of quackery

‘which are 'prcvalcnt in France, require more
forcible conviétion amongft even the more rational
part of them, than in England, where we are
guided more by the laws of truth and reafon, and

" where
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fo perfectly to coincide with my own that it would
be fruitlefs to fay more of it, as far as relates to
the caufes of obftruétion. I fhall therefore pro-
ceed to confider the imperfection of the bougie, as
it appears in his defeription on the firft introduétion
of it only. Befides the inconvenience that T
pointed out before of the fmall bougie being too
weak for refiftance in a pliable ftate, and too brittle
ina more ftiff one, I fhall produce other objeétions

to the primary ufe of it from a quotation of
M. Sharp.

He fays, © There are a great many whofé -
¢ diforder is fo defperate as to render them unfit
“ for every other bufinefs than that of their cure.
¢ ] have had feveral of them under my care, who
“ wore the bﬂ-ugiﬂ almoft the whole time, night
¢< and day without intermiffion, as they withdrew
‘¢ one, introducing another; and if it does not fti-
¢ mulate too much by this conftant application, it
¢ is certainly a prudent ftep; for the more fuppu-
¢ ration is procured, and the longer the Urethra
“ s kept diftended, the more likely 1t is that the
¢ cure will be radical,”
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days, or according tothe indieation of the fymptoms,
the ufe of thefe: means have proved fruitlefs, and the
patient continues in unremitting pain, delay will
be dangerous. A punckure muft be made into the
bladder, and the urine drawn away, obferving to

keep the canula in the opening of the bladder

made by the puncture, till fuch time as a paflage
is obtained per urethram, and the bladder has re-

covered 1its contrattile power, which is often
rendered paralytick by over diftenfion. After
having overcome the violence of the above fymp-
toms, they are again and again liable to return as
the patient breaks out into farther intemperance,
whilft the urethral obftruftion remains unobviated.

*

The bars in the Urethra, which prevent the urine
paffing in afull ftream, are diftinguifhed into feven
{pecies.  Firft, thecaruncle or fungus, arifing from
a degenerated ulcer, where a part of the internal
membrane of the Urethra is deftroyed. Second,
a callous ftri€ure or hard contraction of the
Urethra, from a former ulcer cicatrized. Third,
callous ulcers ill digefted, yielding various coloured
difcharges from any part of the Urethra, or excre-
tory duéts of the proftrate gland or feminal veficles.

Fourth, an enlargement of the verumontanum,
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throat be cut, the cartilage divided never unites,
but the chafm is often filled up with granulations
of fleth. Monf. Goulard muft allow that the
natural appearance of the conjunétive coat of the
eye is as void of fleth as the Urethra; but when
this membrane is attacked with a venereal opthalmy
in particular, does it not produce a quantity of
fungus ? If there be no flefhy fubftance naturally
in the Urethra, he muft allow that there are blood-
veflels; and granting that, whenever the part has
been dileafed the fungus may follow.

_ The callpus ftriture obtains, when there has
been one or more large ulcers in the Urethra,
which are entirely healed, yielding no difcharge,
fometimes accompanied with a fcirrhofity of the
adjacent parts. Thefe ulcers having healed with-
out the intervention of any internal application to
keep the difeafed part of the Urethra from con-
tracting, leflen the diameter of it. This fort of
firicture is deprived of the fecretion the reft of the
Urethra naturaﬁ}r enjoys; as the patient advances
in age the callofity thickens, and, aided by the
natural difpofition of a cicatrix, formed from a
malignant ulcer, will without fome preventive

mearns
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being in a ftate of inflammation, the ardor urine
will be alfo a fymptom and often accompanied with
blood. The moft powerful diftinétion betwixt the
aggravated appearances of a callous ulcer and
recent gonorrheea that I can fuggeft is, that the
inflammatory {fymptoms of the former will give
way much {ooner than the latter, but the difcharge
from the ulcers will {fcarce ever ceafe, until fome
. applicable remedy contes into contact with them.
It has been difputed, whether the difcharge from
thefe ulcers carry with it any venereal infetion,
many furgeons are inclined to think it does not, but
the very doubt fhould induce me to caution a
patient from depending on the innocence’ of the
difcharge, at leaft 1 will venture to affirm that
“although the generality of thofe ulcers may not be

infe&ious, yet fome are, which will not yield to

topical applications without the aid of internal
alteratives.

The enlargement ‘of the verumontanum s alfo a
_ caufe of the urethral obftruction. This part, like the
reft of the Urethra, is frequently inflamed and
ulcerated, or eroded in a virulent gonorrheea, and
when the inflammation is not totally reduced and

the
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by inflamed ulcers of the verumontanum, or
proftrate, or verficulz feminales, the pus flowing
from thefe ulcers will generally follow the expul-
fion of the urine, and that in encreafed quantities,
and thinner than in common ; but if the obftruc-
tion is caufed from caruncles or fcirrhofities, no

other difcharge will follow, but mucus from the
Urethra and neck of the bladder.

The ultimate evils attending the feveral obftruc-
tions in the Urethra commonly appear after the
patient has for fome time difcovered a diminution of
his ftream of urine therefore it 1s no wonder,
that he is often found dilatory in taking any ftep
towards obtaining relief; he feldom refigns himfelf
to the care of his furgeon, as long as he continues
free of any complaint that fubjects him to danger.
 ‘When he has been once fnatched from the imminent
fymptoms of an ifchury, he is always glad to em~
brace the opportunity for undergoing a radical
cure. I fhall now proceed to lay down a method
for effecting this, as the ifchury will always threaten
a return upon every excefs that may be afterwards
committed, or even from any accidental caufe, as
long as the obftruction in the Urethra is fuffered

to
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fuppurative power of the f::dugie, as well as the ne-
ceflity of it i_s,_, or ought to be always out ;:mf the
queftion; and that when an encreafed difcharge
follows a fuppurative bougie, it is in confe-
quence of the irritation it brings on all the urethral
membrane, and of the preffure of it againft the ﬂb-_l
ftruction. In order tb_ obviate thefe unneceffary
effects my wifh is, when ﬁrﬁ I go about a cure, to
Pafs up the Urethra the fmalleft catgut fo far
medicated as todo no mli'chch by an afperity of the
point of it. This feldom or never fails gaining a
paffage home to the bladder, when ne_c-::ﬁ‘&q means
have been previoufly taken to prepare the patient
by tn:mpﬁ:ranc?jin eating, drinking, and exercife,
and by a ufe of the warm bath. Granting that the
urine is only difcharged drop by drop, the catgut
by being medicated, and by the precautions above
laid down, will prove fucccfsf’ul And although
a cure is flill to be effected, yet upon drawing the
ﬁr& of thefe bougies fmm the Urethra, the urine
will come away almoft in the natural ftream,
and every’ alarmmg and dangemus {ymptom
will be hereafter difiniffed, another is immediately
1ntroduccd w1thout pam or dlﬂicult}r ; by thc

hum1dlt{ of the Urfthra the catgut becomes phanr
{o
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or fupp‘urﬁtfdn,- the grand obftacles will be fur-

mounted and the way will be paved for confirming
afolid cure.

When once an ifchury is got over, it rarely
happens that a patient can be in a worfe ftate, than
~in that of the urine coming away drop by drop:
A fftulous opening might have been made through
fome part of the perincsum, which I leave to be
treated as laid down by others that have wrote on
the fame complaint;  As I would wifh to advance
nothing but facts, I am, uponthat principle; at
liberty to declare that be the obftruttion in any
part of the Urethra, fo that the urine is only
difcharged in the {malleftsproportion, the medicated-
catgut has never failed overcoming it,and thatalmoft
immediately. - Monf. le Dran recommends-the ufe
of the catgut'bougie in the beginning of a cure, and
p_iivqs;;it the preference over ' all other methods. I
canpot think how his prattice, in this inftance came
to be negleted ; unlefs it was becaufe its fimpli-
city brought it into difgrace, it not being inveloped
with any thing dark or myfterious : Like the dog
and the fhadow, the furgeons plunged themfelves

into doubts in fearch after Monf. Daran’s {ecret,
: of
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fkill run a great rifk of his life, if he fhould be
attacked with an inflammation fo as to bring on a
fuppreflion of his urine, and more fo whilft on the
water, that there his fate would be inevitable. He
went into the warm bath repeatedly, and the un-
guentum cceruleum was applied externally along the
penis and perinceum, he was bled alfo. The
fmalleft catgut found a paffage into the bladder on
the firft introduction ; there proved to be three
obftruétions, one a little way up the Urethra, the
others at the diftance of about an inch and a half
from each other farther on. Upon his withdraw-
ing the firft he made his water with more happinefs
than he had for two years; alarger was immediately
mtroduced and the fize graduated. Within four
~ days the ftream was natural, and he could himfelf
pals a bougie of any fize. His hour for departure
was come. He was furnifhed with fuch bougies as
1 before defcribed to perfec the cure, and alfo with
the medicated catguts in cafe, from his omiffion, he
fhould he obliged to have recourfe to them again;
he alfo was defired to continue in the ufe of the
unguentum, to fit over hot water, and took with

him














































