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[ 28 ]

“ tions, it will be found to be practicable
““ with perfect fafety; and that it ought by.
“ no means to be laid afide *. That when
“ the febrile fymptoms are appeafed, and
“ a kindly fuppuration begun, let the fur-
““ geon have patience, and not by an over-
“ officioufnefs, or by improper dreflings,
* interrupt Nature in what fhe is about.
“ Let him by warm fomentations keep
“ the parts clean and perfpirable ; let him
“ drefs the wound with a fmall quantity of
“ {oft, ealy, digeftive applications; and
“ covering the whole Scrotum with a foft
“ warm poultice, fufpend it in a proper
“ bag, and he will, in general, foon fee a
“ favourable change in all the appearances ;
“ he will fee the inflammation difappear,
“ the tumour refolve, and all the tumefac-
“ tion in due time fubfide. But if he ne-
“ glects thefe general cautions, and, under
“ a notion of aflifting digeftion, goes to
« work with precipitate, and other irrita-
“ ting dreflings, the face of things will

* Pott’s Treatife on the Hydrocele, p. 160.
‘“ not
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eithcr by incifion or cauftic; tut feems
to think that the ill confequences are much
the fame. He fays, ¢ whoever promifes
“ to perform, or expells to receive a ra-
¢ dical cure by cauftic, upon much eafier
“ terms than by incifion, will moft fre-
¢ quently be difappointed ; that is, they
“ will find the fever and inflammatory
« fymptoms full as high, and the fore full
¢ as painful, in the one as in the other ;
¢ and confequently all their care and at-
“ tention to obviate mifchief, full as ne-
“ ceflary. Neither is the neceflary con-
“ finement, in general, at all lefs in the
¢ one than in the other *.”

Whoever confiders what has been ad-
vanced in the foregoing pages, concerning
the different methods employed to obtain
o radical cure of the Hydrocele of the
Tunica Vaginalis Teftis, muft obferve,
that all of them, when they proved effec-
tual, have been generally attended with

# Pott on the Hydrocele, p. 158,
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the back (except what arifes from the
weight of the Scrotum), the febrile heat,
and other {ymptoms are removed (for
they commonly go off all together), the
patient need no longer be confined to his
bed, but may be fuffered to get up and
walk abouttheroom, provided the Scrotum
be fufpended. It need {carcely be given as
a caution, that the fufpenfion fhould be
carefully attended to, while the water re-
mains inclofed; and that the trufs make
not too rude or unequal a preflure onany
part.

In a few days the Efchar of the Scrotum
will loofen and come away, expofing to
view the Tunica Vaginalis, which bears
evident marks of its having been affected
by the cauftic, and prepared to {lough off;
and when prefled with the finger, the un-
dulation of the water may be felt within
it. As the cure proceeds, the {loughy
Tunica Vaginalis will project more and
more through the orifice in the Scrotum ;3
and when it appears ready to bur(t, it may
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[ 48 ] :

lowed the method by large cauftic, being
without doubt owing to ¢ the injury which
“ (to ufe Mr. Pott’s words) the irritable
“ and acutely fenfible Tefticle receives * ;”
while the mildnefs and fafety of the other
proceeds from avoiding all poffible irrita-
tion and expofure of it.

Mr. Pott has declared his opinion to be
determined, and that he is convinced the
feton is the moft {uccefsfully efficacious of
any method of cure in this difeafe . Yet
it does not appear to me, from his wri-
tings, that he ever faw put in pradice’
the method by {mall cauftic which I have
recommended. His conclufion with re-
gard to the cauftic, compared with the
{eton, is, that ¢ this laft accomplifhes the
“ cure by the adhefion of the two coats
« together, without any deftruCtion of
¢ parts ; in which confifts the material
« difference between the method of cure
“ by feton, and that by cauftic {.” DBut

% Note to p. 164, inTreatife on Hydrocele,
+ Pamphlet on the Hydrocele, 1771.

1 Pamphlet, p. 41.
{fuppofing
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and the free paflage of the injection through

the principal arteries of the leg, without
extravafation, feem to evince it.

OBSERVATION IIL

A young man, about twenty-five years
of age, of a very healthy full habit, hada
{fwelling in the ham. Hefaid, that it came
after his endeavouring to raife a confider-
able weight, and that he felt a crack where
the fwelling appeared, as if fomething had
been broken. Some time in December,
1764, this tumour was opened; " and 2
large quantity of fluid and clotted blood
being difcharged, it was judgedto be an
Apneuryfm of the popliteal artery. The limb
was inftantly amputated, and immediately
after the operation, carried to the anato-
mical theatre. I was myfelf in the country;
but Mr. North, who then diffe¢ted for the
lecturers, and to whofe dexterity and dili-
gence I am much obliged, received it
and having at that time fome coarfe in-
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veins than the arteries? I have feen feve-
ral of thele tumours, {eated in the calf of
the leg, opened; and in all thefe cafes,
there was a neceffity for amputation ; be-
caufe the bones of the leg were found to
be either totally diflolved in fome part,
or elfe were fo much affeéted, that the
fingers could be prefled quite through the
{fubftance of one or the other of them;
and therefore, the {tate of the artery and
vein was never inquired into.

Query, If furgeons, by diffe&ting care-
fully thefe tumours, whenever occafion of-
fers, and by attending clofely to their
caufe, rife, and progrefs, may not foon
be able to lay down very probable rules
for determining, before they are opened,
whether they proceed from an artery ora
veln.

The arteries fometimes become rup-
tured without any previous dilation. I
have a preparation of the aorta afcendens,

appearing in no place dilated, which ex-
hibits
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cury, fuch as calomel, or Van Swieten’s
folution of fublimate, have feemingly pro-
duced a good effe@t. At other times, I
have thought fea-water of ufe; and have
often feen the bark prefcribed with advan-
tage. But I have frequently known all
thefe fail. It is no uncommon thing, after
bringing an ulcer into fuch a feeming dif-
pofition to heal, as to flatter us with the
hopes of a complete cicatrix in a few days,
to fee it becgme painful, inflame, look
foul, fpread, and even gangrene; and
when, by the ufe of antifceptic fomenta-
tions and poultices, the bark and opium,
the fpreading of the fore is {topped, and
the {loughs caft off, the ulcer is probably
larger than it was when we firlt began to
treat it. By a continuance of thefe means,
we may bring it again into a difpofition to
heal, and probably {ee the fame {cene aét-
ed over again.

About two years and a half ago, in a
converfation with Dr. Huck upon this {ub-

je&, he told me, that Mr. Battifcomb, apo-
thecary,
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~ In the cure of the firlt of thefe cafes,
a cauftic was applyed to one of the
Hydroceles, and after the inconvenien-
ces arifing from this operation had abat-
ed, a feton was applied to the other.
A radical cure was obtained by both me-
thods; with this difference, that the inflam-
mation and pain produced by the feton
was fo violent, as rendered it neceflary
to have recourfe to bleeding, fomenta-
tions, clyfters, opening medicines and
opium ; whereas the inconvenience occa-
{ioned by the cauftic was {o {mall, that I
do not recolleét to have heard the patient
make any complaint. After he was per-
feétly recovered, I put this queftion to
him, “ Suppofe you were to have a re-
turn of this difeafe, and had refolved
again to undergo an operation, to which
of the two would you give the prefer-
ence ?” His anfwer was, ¢ To the cauftic,
certainly, for the pain of it is a fleabite
compared with what I {uffered from the

{eton.”
I have
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