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182 MEDICAL CASES

fome other preparations ; as, for example,
a watery infufion of it in combination
with fome aromatic, fuch as the cortex
aurantiorum. [f:the Peruvian bark fails,
I have thoughts of trying, at the time of
the difcharge, the effeé@s of anodyne me-
dicines. Thefe indeed, in the greateft.
number of cafes, rather tend to augment
this difcharge:; atleaft thofe of the female
fex, accuftomed to the frequent ufe of
opiates, as well as thofe who ‘indulge
in the too frequent ufe of fpirituous li-
quors, have always. the menftrual eva-
cuation to a great degree: but in the
prefent cafe, I am inclined to- think that
they would have a contrary effe&t; and
fhould it even produce a more copious
difcharge, it might yet be of ufe, as
giving relief of pain. From the trial al-
ready made, I am difpofed to think, that
there is more to be expected from fedatives .
at the time of difcharge than from aftrin-
gents : yet during the intervals, I would
chiefly look for a radical cure from tonics ;

and if the bark fhall fail, I have thoughts
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199 MEDICAL CASES

dies, I had, Iown, but little hopes of a

~cure. This, therefore, I confidered to be -
- the great object of attention in practice,

I concluded, that the renewal of the dif-
charge was not to be looked for from the
reltoring of general health; for the pa-
tient had now no fymprom of dropfical
tendency or marks of inanition. On the
contrary, the was affeted with fymptoms
of fulnefs at the menftrual period; and
from thefe the had often obtained relief by
blood-letting. I inferred, therefore, that
a due accumulation in the uterus was not
wanting. I fufpected, indeed, it might
proceed from an obftruction in the pafla-
ges through which it ought to pafs. But
if 1t was of this kind, it could not depend
on a flight or tranfient caufe, as, for ex-
ample, fpafm: And if it arofe from a
fixed local caufe, I could not look for a
renewal of the difcharge. I concluded,
therefore, that the chief hopes of a reco-
very were from a reftoration of that ac-
tion of the uterus, ‘which I fuppofe necef~

fary to the menfirual evacuation.
' With







- having the machine foon mended: and

102 MEDICAL CASES

A flow of the menfes, however, did
not appear on the firft exhibition of the
eleCtricity ; although it was from the
hopes of exciting immediate acion, that
[ had' directed that the fhocks fhould
pafs through the region of the uterus.
~—In this, however, I was not much dif-
appointed ; for after fo long an obftruc-
tion, though an immediate flow might
have taken place, yet it was hardly tc be
expected. I refolved, therefore, {till to
perfift in the ufe of it: 'but in this I was
unexpetedly interrupted from an acci-
dent happening to our machine, after the
patient had been electrified for a fhort
time only. I direted, however, the con-
tinuation of the eleétricity, in hopes of

that I might not in the mean time feem
inaétive, I ordered her to have half an
ounce of the facred elixir every evening.
This medicine fhe continued, without
she ufe of the ele@ricity, for four nights;
and at the end of that time the menfes ap-
peared, as the imagined, from the medi~

cine







- manner: yet from all the circumftances

194 MEDICAL CASES

yet I can by no means imagine it capable

of removing an obftruion which has {fub-

fifted for {o long a period, and which had
before refifted the influence of the moft
active medicines, efpecially when I confi-
der the {mall extent to which it was here
given. Ll _
But even admitting this to be the cafe,

it yet affords no certain proof that the re-
ftoration of the flux was the effe@ of elec-
tricity. It is by no means impoflible
that this may have depended upon cir-
cumftances of a nature totally different,
with which the patient herfelf was either
unacquainted, or at leaft of which fhe did
not choofe to inform us. I cannot there-

~ fore pretend to fpeak in a very pofitive

taken together, 1 muft imagine that the
reftoration of the menftrual difcharge was
the effect of ele@tricity. Confidering it to
have proceeded from this fource, it next
occurs, as queftion of {fome importance,
How far we can look upon it as a radical
cure? whether it be unneceffary to do
s







196 MEDICAL CASES

At the fame time, there are other emmes«
nagogues which may be tried. And with
this view, we fhall probably put the pa-

tient on the ufe of the rubia tinGorum,

If that alfo fail, I may have recourfe to

the tincture of black hellebore, puihing it

to as great an extent as I think can be
done with fafety or prudence.

SEQUELL.

The menftrual diicharge with this pa-
tient returned about the beginning of
March, and continued to flow gently for
the fpace of three days. Soon after this,
as being free from all her fymptoms, fhe
was difmifled from farther attendance at
the Difpenfary. But not many months
afterwards, fhe again applied for afliftance
at the Difpenfary. She was at that time
{ubjected to a paralytic affeCtion of the in-
ferior extremities, the power both of fenfe
and motion being very confiderably dimi-
nithed. This was alfo attended with an
obftruction of the menftrual difcharge,

A
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204 MEDICAL CASES

no manifeft difeafe in the ear can be difs

covered,

In the treatment of this cafe, different
objets are to be had in view. As 1 have
already obferved, what I reckoned to be
the principal object of attention, was the
difeafe of the head or the tinea: and it
was, at the fame time, that part of the
complaint, in the treatment of which I
expected to be moft fuccefsful, although I
look upon it to be, in every inftance; an
obftinate affetion. While I fay this, I
am at the fame time convinced, that if
patients will fubmit te the remedy, there
is one way by which they may, in by
much the greateft number of inftances, be
cured. And in this way a cure is fre-
quently effected by an old woman in the
neighbourhood of Edinburgh, and by ma-
ny others in different parts of the king-
dom, after the aid of regular practitioners
has been tried in vain.

The principle upon which her remedy
acts, which 1s by no means an uncommon
one with other pra@itioners in the fame

: - tyle,
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206 MEDICAL CASES

cine, the effe@s of which, as a peculiar 4

ftimulus on topical application, is unque~
ftionably very great ; and in other inftan~
ces of the tinea, I have feen it attended
with the beft effeéts. With the prefent
patient, however, I cannot fay that its ef-
feGts have been fuch as I expe@ed. At
the fame time, it has been followed by
evident good confequences, at leaft to a
certain extent; and although it did not
entirely remove, has at leaft diminifhed
the affeCtion. Probably alfo it aided not
a little the medicine which was afterwards
employed ; for I found it inconvenient, in
the prefent cafe, to continue the applica-
tion of the corrofive fo long as I propofed,
as it was in fome refpe@s produ@ive of
more than was intended. The poultice be-
ing firmly impacted in the hair, was likely
to operate in the fame way as apitch plafter.
This led me to fubftitute to the folution of
corrofive the ufe of the verdigrife. This

application alfo is not uncommonly em-

ployed in the prefent complaint. From

the ufe of this I obtained a much greater
o . elle®







208 MEDICAL CASES

imprefled. How far either one or other
may haveany concern in the prefent cale,
T am at a lofs to fay: or if the communj- &
cation be obftructed, I am entirely ; 1gnu-
rant from what particular caufe it arifes,
I muft own, therefore, that any trials
which I thall make with a view to the cure
are but random ones.

When we confider that this affection
fucceeded the cure of the former eruption,
there is fome prefumption that it may have
been the effect of a change of circulation.
Hence there is at leaft one chance of re-
{toration by another change of balance.
With this view, therefore, I meant to try
the efle® of fupporting for fome time a
running from the neck. To this meafure
I was the rather induced, as I expeéted
from it fome good effeéts, as preventing
a return of the eruption. It will not only
be a drain from the neighbourhood of
parts formerly affected, but alfo produce
a change of determination in the circula-
tion on the furface of the head. This,

therefore, I confidered at leaft as a reafon- |
able




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































