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iv PREFACE.

the mind meditates attack, or prepares for
| defence, than when engaged in the mere de-
tail of uncontroverted falls. With thefe
Jentiments I muf} not repine if my opinions
are difputed ; but fubmit with a good grace,
in the hope that light may be produced by
the collipon. Yet I fo well know, bow lia-
ble men are to be hurt by firictures on what
they bave advanced, that I have moff fludi-
oufly avoided whatever could bear that con-
fruction 5 and bope, that on all occafions, I
bave expreffed myfelf in terms not offenfive,
even to thofe, from whom I have been obliged
 to diffent.

The cafes which I have introduced by way
of illufbration, whether from books, or the
information of my friends, are grven with as
much fidelity as the nature of an abfiralt
would permit : for it bas been my particular

wifby not only to infert every circumjiance












2 ]

at the time of the accident, could fuggeft
none but the moft gloomy apprehenfions ;
and 1f it was likewife believed to be a cafe
that very feldom occurred, profeffional men
would not be encouraged to attempt much,
where the occafions were {o few, and the
event, at the beft, fo very doubtful : it is
only by fuppofing them to have decided
under fuch unfavourable impreflions, that
we can account for women having been
left to die, unaffifted. But the pratition-
ers of thefe times, poflefling authorities of
weight fufficient to prove its frequency,
will no longer be juftifiable in following
fuch examples, if the poflibility of recovery
can once be fatisfactorily eftablifhed.

There can be no doubt entertained of
the frequency of ruptures of the uterus,
when it is known that more than twenty
cafes, in which the fa& was demonftrated
by diffection, have been obferved in Lon-
don, within the laft twenty years. In
Paris, Gregoire mentions his having feen
fixteen in a praQice of thirty years; and
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From inaccuracy therefore on the orie
part and prejudice on the other, number-
lefs opportunities of acquiring correét ideas
on this fubject, have been neglected or loft ;
and the term rapture of the uterus has been
applied to all cafes, in which the whole or
any part of the feetus, fuppofed to have
been contained in the womb, had made its
way into the cavity of the abdomen.

It 1s remarkable that writers on the fub-
je€t of midwifery, of an early and of a later
date, (hould all agree to admit a principle
to which their practice is in dire&t oppofi-
tion. They grant that wounds of the
uterus are not certainly mortal ; yet when
a feetus has wholly efcaped into the cavity
of the abdomen through a rupture, almoft
with one confent give up the cafe as defpe-
rate. When it can be known that part of
the child remains 7z ufero, they indeed re-
commend its extraction by inftruments, or
by turning ; but fuggeft no method to re-
lieve in the firft cafe, except the Cafarian
fetion. Heifter fays: ¢ Tunc etiam ven-






e g
tificial means in the praice of midwifery,
he never failed to inculcate by precept and
example, a reliance on the a&ion of the
natural powers. But though defervedly in
the higheft eftimation for his knowledge,
corret judgment, and long experience,
there was in his temper a caution approach-
ing timidity, which, on fome occafions
tended to defeat the good effeéts which his
great abilities might otherwife have produ-
ced : for this extreme caution, by fuggeft-
ing a poflibility of doing too much, fre-
quently influenced him to difcourage en-
deavours, which a decided conduc might
have rendered fuccefsful, In all profeflional
qucf’cions, his charatter gave great weight
to his opinion ; and I believe, there is no
doubt, that moft of his cotemporaries ac-
“quiefced in that which he held refpeing
lacerations of the uterus. Indeed, my
friend Dr. DeEnman, with a franknefs
and candour that does him honour, has
acknowledged as much, in the cafe which
he formerly gave me leave to publith; and
I have fuflicient reafon to believe that the












[£8: §
craving for drink had come on; and the

poor woman feemed at fome times like one
frantic, at others almoft lifelefs.’

I vifited her immediately, and was truly
alarmed by her appearance. Her countes
nance was pale and ghaftly; her face was
lengthened and bedewed with cold fweat;
her pulfe was fcarcely to be felt; her breath-
ing was fhort and quick, with great anxiety ;
the only pain of which fhe made any com-
plaint, was that in the region of the pubis ;
her naufea and thirft were continual, and
the returns of the reaching very frequent.

By examination in the common way, I
could diftinguith nothing, except a round
moveable fubftance, which I fuppofed to
be the head of the child; but being able to
reach it only with the points of my fingers,
I could not determine with any certainty
what it was. The woman appearing to be
in extremis, my mind was {o wholly occu-
pied by her danger, as to preclude all rea-
foning with refpe& to ‘the caufe. Imme-






























































































































































































































[ 8 ]
a manner as compact as the figure of fuch
parts will admit ; and while the liguor am=
n11 13 retained, every inequality is completely
filled up. But there are frequent deviations
from the moft commodious difpofition of
parts : and it will often happen that the
knee, the elbow, the fthoulder, or even the
head, may become offenfively prominent,
by being thrown out of the oval outline.
If this inequality cannot be reduced into
form by the firft efforts of the uterus, after
the difcharge of the liquor amnii, and thefe
efforts be violent and irregular ; if the re-
fiftance to the defcent of the child be very
great, and the fame portion of the uterus
be repeatedly and ftrongly forced againft
fome projetting part of the mother, on the
return of every pain ; if the thicknefs of the
organ can be diminifthed by ftretching or
rubbing, as is commonly believed, and the
firmnefs of its texture be weakened by in-
flammation, ulceratian, or gangreen ; then
it becomes eafy to fuppofe, that in fome
cafes, the fibres of the uterus may at laft
give way, and the patient fuffer this dread-
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OsBorN. When Mr. Home had dmded
the parts, in a line from the os externum
to the fundus uteri, we were furprized that
not a veftige of the os tince could be dif-
cerned ; nor any fign from furface, texture
or thicknefs, by which it was poflible to
mark the termination of the cervix uteri or
the beginning of the vagina; the whole
forming an uninterrupted canal.  Since
that time, MR. HuNTER has added to his
valuable collettion, a preparation of the
parts from another fubje®, in circum-
ftances nearly fimilar to the above. The
period between delivery and death, was in
this inftance rather longer than in the
~other, and a proportional difference was
diftinguithable in the thicknefs of the
uterus, cervix uteri and vagina; yet this
was in a degree fo inconfiderable as to
give no idea of the ufual appearance of
os tince. In his poffeflion there is ano-
ther preparation of the uterus and vagina
of 2 woman who died twelve days after
delivery ; from which we may judge of
the progrefs of uterine contraction: the
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peculiar agony, without the child’s head
entering the pelvis, or its {utures exhibiting
any figns that the cranium will mould into
a form likely to pafs ; and fhould to thefe
be added cramps of the thighs or abdomen,
I thould dread the confequences of permit-
ting the uterus to continue its unavailing
efforts, and be inclined to advife delivery by
the crotchet, as the moft probable method
of preferving the mother from danger.

The fecond ; With fymptoms {fomewhat
refembling thofe mentioned above, but in a
patient having a pelvis differently formed,
{hould the head of the child be fo far ad-
vanced as to render the application of the
forceps or vecis practicable, 1 think it
would be allowable in this cafe to have
recourfe to fu'cht afliftance.

For the third; I will fuppofe a very
corpulent woman with a pendulous ‘belly,
but having a pelvis well formed. The.ac-
tion of the uterus in labour, being in the
diretion of its own axis, if the fundus 19

































































































































