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TO THE PUBLIC.

Ix collecting together, and publishing in one
small volume, the following pamphlets, and other
Idocuments, the Publisher has been actuated by
'two motives ; the first to meet the wishes of many
of his Subscribers, who have expressed a desire
ito see in a connected form, the series of facts
celicited by, and developed by the publication of
[Dr. Neale’s pamphlet; the other, to place on re-
ccord, in a tangible shape, and at a moderate
iprice, a transaction which is likely to be remem-
tbered long in the local history of Cheltenham.
'The Publisher has found by experience, that
tmany have casually heard of some part of the
ttransaction, and not being acquainted with all
tthe particulars, have adopted partial or perhaps
cerroneous ideas of the whole. Under these cir-
(cumstances, he has thought that he could not
'better discharge his duty to his Subscribers, and
Ito Cheltenham, than by presenting to the public
I the present publication. He is aware that there
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may be some who entertain a different opinion,
and who think that the subject should now ra-
ther be permitted gradually to die away ; but to
such as may entertain this opinion, he begs to
say, that where every thing is fair and honour-
able, concealment is not only unnecessary, but
injurious. lt is better that all the facts connected
with the transaction should be placed on record,
from which every one may be enabled to judge
for themselves, than that partial or interested re-
presentations should leave the public in doubt,
or leave room for conjecture where certainty is
required. With these views, the present pub-
lication is submitted to the publie, and as the
object of the Publisher has been to enable the
public to decide for themselves, from the facts
which he has here laid before them, he abstains
from comment or observation.

G. A. WILLIAMS,

LIBRARIAN.

Cheltenham,October 15, 1520



A LETTER

PROFESSOR OF JMEDICINE,

nibersity of Ldinburgh,
RESPECTING

THE NATURE AND PROPERTIES

OF THE

MINERAL WATERS OF CHELTENHAM.

F.

BY ADAM NEALE, M.D.

Graduate of the University of Edinburgh; Licentiate of the Royal College of Phy-
sicians of London; formerly Physician to the British Army in the Peninsula,
and to the Embassy at Constantinople ; and one of the Physicians
of his late Royal Highness the Duke of Kent,

fec, &c. K,

Si liberius forte locutus sum adversus impostores, qui artis nostra

veritati et dignitati imponunt: detur quaso hec licentia philosophica
libertati et animo veritatis studioso.”

“11 y'a des occasions oii 'on ne peut pas se taire, ou il seroit méme
criminel de garder le silence. Celle ci est une, d’autant plus que la
verite dans notre profession est la chose du monde la plus essentielle.
Il y va de la vie des hommes, cetie seule reflexion nous engage a de-
clamer contre ceux qui travaillent plutot a la detruire qu a la con-

server.” . Patin, M. D,
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ADVERTISEMENT.

T0 those who resort to a watering place merely
for the sake of amusement or fashion, or who, in the
language of our poet Burns, are in the habit of bows-
ing “ drumly German water, to make themselves
look fair and fatter,” it must be a matter of little con-
sequence to be informed that the fluid whereof they
partake is stimulating or sedative, beneficial or inju-
rious, factitious or natural. But to the real invahlid,
to the man who returns with a shattered constitution,
from a long residence in a foreign and unhealthy
climate, to spend the evening of life, amongst friends
and relatives, for whose sake, perhaps, he is anxious
to prolong the close of even a feverish existence; to
such a man, I hold it to be of some little moment,
that he should be warned against a blind confidence
in an equivocal remedy, because he believes it to be
a natural one.

The late Sir Walter Farquhar, Bart. who like all
‘old and experienced physicians, became, in his latter
days, very sceptical, as to the benefit to be derived
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from the more violent class of medicines, in the cure
of chronic ailments attending the decline of life, was
anxious to impress on the minds of his young friends
a distaste to tampering too much with such cases.
A nd often have 1 heard him declare, that, to his cer-
tain knowledge, many a valuable life has been ab-
ridged by over drugging and over drenching ;—
whereas if the patient had but borne his ailments
with patience, and his physicians given a little more
fair play to the powers of nature, all might have gone
on well for several years. This amiable and accom-
plished physician died himself but lately, in his 83d
year, a striking example of the truths of his own doc-
trine.

Reflecting on this subject, and applying myself
to consider the effects of purgative mineral waters in
certain cases, I have thought it might be useful to the
public to call their attention to a point, whereon much
of the safety or danger attending their use may occa-
sionally hinge ; being satisfied myself that those wa-
ters which contain an excessive quantity of sea salt
cannot be used with advantage, I would say, hardly
with safety, by a particular class of debilitated in-
valids, The presence or absence of 1ron has seemed
to be hitherto the criterion upon which medical men

" have fixed their reasoning, as to judging of the sti-
mulating powers of mineral waters; but I am now
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well assured that they have been in error; and that,
as in the mineral waters of Cheltenham, for instance,
the giving of six-tenths of a grain of iron daily, or
even more, cannot be half so important as the taking
or not taking, one drachm or more of common sea
salt, on a fasting stomach, in a pint of water for
weeks together. In cases of insipient schirrus, it has
been well proved and established that iron is bene-
ficial ; whereas the application of sea salt, to the
irritable villous coats of the stomach and small intes-
tines, will, we know, aggravate the complaint. For
this reason, 1 have judged it of some importance to
call the attention of my Medical Brethren to the com-
parative analysis of the two principal spa waters of
Cheltenham ; and I will add, that if the object is to
pour brine into the circulation, let us rather send our
patients to the sea shore, than to an inland mineral
water ;:—but if the intention be to stimulate the pe-
ristaltic motion of the intestines, let that particular
water be advised which contains the greatest propor-
tion of alkaline sulphates, and the smallest of muriate
of soda; and for that reason, rather let our patients
drink the original spa water of Cheltenham than that
of Harrowgate, because the first contains the smallest
quantity, and the latter the largest quantity of sea-

salt, known to exist in any mineral water in this
island.

b 2
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Another point, to which I would call public no-
tice, is the custom which has crept in of late, of trans-
ferring mineral waters to cisterns, instead of drawing
them fresh from the wells, and delivering them in
their natural state. Surely, if we expect any benefit
to be derived from the gases which they contain, we
must relinquish all hopes of retaining them, after ha-
ving been so treated; and 1, for one, beg to enter this
my public protest against racking off mineral waters
into cisterns, to suit the sole convenience of their pro-
prietors. If, however, the impregnation, or non-im-
pregnation, of gases be a matter of indifference, then
be it understood that we ought not to advise our pa-
tients to undertake long and expensive journeys to
mineral springs, since we can furnish them with dilute
solutions of neutral salts, as Sancho Panza has it, “ dry
shod, and in our own country.”

One word more. In looking into Brande's Che-
mistry, in the table of the analysis of mineral waters,
I observe that he has admitted only three of the mi-
neral waters of Cheltenham, namely, the Sulphur
Spring, the pure Saline, and the Chalybeate; and, as
he omits all notice of the others, I should be glad to
know if the public are to conclude, that /e disbelieves
in the existence of the other three. Certain it is also,
that he takes no notice of that spring which was
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analyzed by Dr. Fothergill, which is, in my mind, of
more value and moment than all the rest; and I
should be glad to know why he has passed that in
total silence. I shall just add, that 1 have the autho-
rity of one of the proprietors here to assure my rea-
ders, that the soil around Cheltenham only produces
three mineral waters,
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TO
Dr. se 3% 3¢ 3 e 2 e e e M6 A e e e A W
M. D, F.R.S. §c. §c.

@vinburgh.

My DEAR SIr,

IN your last letter you inform me,

that several of your friends and patients, who have
returned from visiting this place, have been rather
dissatisfied with the result of their journey, and that
some have even expressed their doubts as to the ge-
nuine guality of the water served out to them at some
of the wells. In consequence, it is my wish to furnish
you, and some other of my friends who reside at a
distance, with such a comparative view of the nature
of these springs, as may enable you to elucidate to
your patients, before they leave home, the cause of
some failures and disappointments, and thereby di-

rect them, so that they shall not be misled on their

arrival here, to the injury of their health,
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The brilliant reputation which these waters pos-
sess has arisen chiefly from this circumstance, that
the visitors of former times were invariably supplied
with water taken from what is now called the old well,
or the original spa. For until within a few years there
was no other. However, the spirit of commercial
agerandizement having prompted an opulent indi-
vidual to make a large purchase of land in the vici-
nity, and to bore the ground repeatedly in search of
mineral waters, he at length succeeded in discovering
some weak brine springs; and having built a new
pump room, and laid out walks and plantations, and
had these waters analyzed by two respectable che-
mists: some ailing friends, fond of novelty, then ex-
alted their good qualities, and thus succeeded in a
great degree in bringing them into vogue—while the
old well having been leased out, and placed under
the management of a female, who did not understand
the arts of competition and maneuvring,—Fashion!
(which perhaps you know, guides every thing at a
watering place,) carried away the tide of visitors to
the new pump room, and the new springs!!

This speculation thus having succeeded in me
ducing lucre to its projector, in a degree far beyond
what could have been imagined, other individuals,
prompted by similar motives, have attempted since
the same sort of schemes; so that now this place pos-
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|:1sesses no fewer than three saline aperient, and three
| chalybeate spas. The waters of some of these, how-

|iever, seem to me to be so essentially different, and

inferior both in qualities and power, that such of the

vvisitors as follow more the caprices of fashion than
ithe dictates of reason, and repair to these new wells
iinstead of the old one, after some weeks residence
Ihere, and ringing out all the changes upon them, (for
Iby the way 1 should tell you, that they have been
inumbered, one, two, three, four, five, and six, as if
ithey were a set of musical bells to jingle in the ears
cof the public rather than cure their diseases ;) many
cof these visitors, I repeat, have, to my own knowledge,
ireturned to their homes in distant counties, with their
thealth but little improved, and their faith most mi-
sserably shaken as to the virtues and eflicacy of the
(Cheltenham Waters. Yet, upon making accurate in-
quiries, I have frequently found, that most of those
idisappuinted invalids had drank of every water but
ithe real one, and that very few had ever repaired to
tthe original fountain, So that, like some of the un-
ffortunate heroes of the lliad, recorded by the poet,
ithey had indeed seen the plains of Troy, but had
mever tasted of the waters of the Xanthus,

But to return to our subject and make this fact
more apparent, I shall now briefly lay before you a
ccomparative view of the analysis of the principal wa-
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ters, as ascertained by Drs. Fothergill and Jameson,
and Messrs. Brande and Parke. For I am not vain
enough to think that my own chemical knowledge
could produce more accurate results., Nay, even if 1

distrusted the facts already published, I should prefer -

using them on this occasion, to referring to my own
notes, for several obvious reasons.

The original spa contains, then, in one pint of
water, sixty-nine and three-tenth grains of salts or
solid contents, while No. 1 of the Montpelier spa con-
tains seventy-four grains. But we will place them in
parallel columns, for the sake of more accurate com-
parison.

Original Spa Walter. JMontpelier Spa, No. 1.
One Pint. One Pint.

Grains. Grains,
Sulphate of Soda ,....... Eﬁn,ﬂ ' Sulphateof Soda ... 22,7 } 28,7
Sulphate of Magnesia .. .. | Sulphate of Magnesia 6,0
it U e R e 2 i 100 Soda and Iron Carbomates.. 1,5
Muriate of Soda .......... 6  Muriate of Soda.....e.... 41,3
Sulpbate of Lime.......... 5,0 | Sulphate of Lime ........ 2,6

Carb. & Muriate of Magnesia 3,1 |

69,3 74,0
Gaseous Contents. Gascous Confents,
Cubic Inches. Cubic Inches.
Carbonic Acid.. . ie cavass 3,7 Carbonic Acid .i.iivisrsis 43

Sulphuretted Hydrogen.... 1,8

5,5

el ot il e i

L, ol

. e R R
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From the above tables, then, you will observe,
that the Montpelier spring differs most materially
from the original well. The quantity of aperient
salts, or alkaline sulphates, which it holds being not
one half of what is kept in solution by the old spa,
while the proportion of muriate of soda, or common
sea salt, is forty times greater! But the muriate of
soda does not act on the bowels. To produce the
same effect, therefore, it is necessary to take at least
double the quantity of the water of the Montpelier
spring; while in doing so the drinker must, of neces-
sity, at the same time, swallow eighty times as much
common salt!! Therefore the stimulating or heating
quality of these two springs may be stated as nearly
eighty to one; while it should not be forgotten that
the stomach must be twice as much distended, before
the aperient effect can be produced by the new spa
water,

There being, then, such a glaring difference be-
tween these two waters, it must doubtless appear
very astonishing to you, that none of the medical
men, residing here for years, should have publicly
noticed and commented upon the fact. However, if
you will reflect for a moment, you will be aware that,
in our profession, those at the head of it have gene-
rally but little time, and far less taste, for controver-
sial statements, so that, either from want of taste, or

C
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of courage, or from self-interest alone, such ungrateful
tasks are generally left to any casual labourer in the
vineyard, who, like myself, may choose to take them
up from a pure love of truth.

This being premised, I will now add, for your in-
formation, the analysis of the other Montpelier springs,
from which you will perceive that they all, with one
exception, No. 5, contain a redundancy of sea salt.

No. 2, or Strong Sulphuretted Saline.

Grains.
thﬁﬂtE ﬂ'rSDdﬂ;..-irupt-ttll--d|l|¢¢---t----il--- 35’[}
S“]Phﬂ.t'ﬂ Uf Sﬂdﬁ ------- ] R R R v oaw 231']
Sulphate of Magnesia ...cve.vivesnnvsascsssansnes 5,0
Sulphate of Lime .. o0 cociivn e csvtasnais desnsnes 1,2
OK}'d ﬂf lrﬂ'll ---------------- s an me nE s S e AE EE @ & W ’.3

6,45

GasrEovus CONTENTS.

Sulphuretted Hydrogen....... A T TR Sy, 2.5
Ei].l'bﬂﬂi.c A.Eid.... e R T BT sw B B p S BT R W AW R ER A EE R AW 1,5
4,0

No. 3, or Weak Sulphuretted Saline.

Grains.
IV OTIRLE OF SOMR o s cuinaminiaishivin sn aiwsssnamunnnienstmens  J0:0
Sulphate of Soda ............ R AR R PR A
Sulphate of Magnesia .....cceeieurieasiiniaaeees « 50
Sulphate of Lime ....coeevenvinneniiieiins Tebuiet 40
Oxyd Of ITON seeecsesnssvsscsrsseassssssansases 3

b
=



GASEOUS CONTENTS.
Cubic Inches.

Euip]'lul‘l?t'led H}'drﬂgen e e e sa s EEEEE EEERE RN ‘235
Cﬁl"bﬂuicACid.;g.-.--il---i AR R AR ARE RN B AN 1,5
4,0
No. 4, Pure Saline.

Grains.
jfﬂ-?'iﬂfﬂ Qf Sﬂdﬂ- ------------- ® EE R R R R EE A AR EEEE . E"ﬂ,ﬁ
“Sulphate of Soda ............ R 15,0
Sulphate of Magnesia .....o.oeeeeessens vesssscsss 11,0
Sii'fphﬂfﬂ ﬂfLimﬂ R W OE W E g W @ &R W W R R E AR R R a W 435
80,5

Scarcely any traces of Iron.
No Gaseous Contents.

No. 5, Sulphuretted and Chalybeated fl:fﬂgnesmu
Spring,

Grains.
Sulphate of Magnesia ....cvsasesssinsscsnsiscavan 36,5
Muriate of Magnesia...ovevecnsess T 9,0
Mouriate of Soda.......cicavaiven e AL N - 9,5
Sulphate of LIME .oosieionsvsiens s S T - oy g Al
Oxyd*of Trom'. 52500000, S g 2 e B S i 3,5
UENRN o i - e i sl LT kAT b i ki hAht B 1,0

63,0

Gaseous CoONTENTS.

Sulphuretted Hydrogen...eo0cvvvvens.s P N v el h
Cul.bu"'.in Acid EERE R B EEE @ sn 0 waa W E R A e RS 4,(}
5,0

No. 6, Sm’ine Chalybeale.

Grains.

Murial’e Uf o R S I R T e ™ 22,{,
SMUDRIEOF BOUa.. 2.0 vaoinianibisso & isinnisinis A SOOI L1141
ﬂ.‘i}'ll of o e L e R R R I U 1,5‘
]'-‘ussa'l-l'li'l"l'll"l-l-i-u-qirtil-rlol-rl-i ------ T ’5‘
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The cases which are generally sent to Chelten-
ham, are, as you well know, either people who have
resided a long time in warm climates, and whose
livers, and chylopoetic viscera have been injured by
the influence of fevers and tropical heats; or snch as
have never travelled out of Great Britain, but whose
abdominal organs have suffered from excessive sti-
mulation, from various causes. In uneither of these
two classes of patients, according to my experience,
does a water, containing muriate of soda, in excess,
produce beneficial effects. In both, there is a ten-
dency in the blood vessels to be rapidly and greatly
excited into inordinate action, and many a torpid liver,
which. might have remained for years in a quiescent
state, comparatively harmless to its possessor, has been
speedily thrown into violent imflammatory action, suc-
ceeded by suppuration, and the patient been hurried
into the grave sooner by some years than would have
happened, had he not been put upon a course of these
stimulating waters. If this is sometimes their effect,
in cases of diseased liver, you can easily conceive
that the consequences are frequently more rapidly
fatal in those plethoric subjects, with large heads and
short necks, who are, by nature and habit, prone to
apoplectic attacks ; and as one instance, I may men-
tion, that, only last year, I well remember a gentleman
of this description, who had prescribed for himself
four half-pint glasses of one of the springs every
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morning, and who, during the hot weather, having
taken his usual allowance, which did not pass off by
the bowels, was so stimulated and oppressed by it,
that he tumbled down in an apoplectic fit, after
breakfast, and expired. Another circumstance I
would mention is, that in their clumsy attempts to
render these waters more aperient, the mixers of the
waters appear to have no fixed rule, nor measure, in
so that some of my
patients, last autumn, complained to me that they
never could discover the same taste or effect, for any
two days together, in the water which was handed to
them. But aguin, I must observe, that this can hardly
occur at the old well, because the quantity of aperient

adding “ the saline solution;”

salts contained in these waters is, in general, quite
adequate to produce the effect required on the bowels;
I say in general, because extreme cases will certainly
occur of very torpid bowels, where some aid will he
found requisite, and I always recommend such pa-
tients to see the solution of Glauber’s salt measured
out, and added to the tumbler in their own presence.

But still, you will naturally be prompted to in-
quire from which of these springs it is, that most be-
nefit is derived; or what is the water which is most
employed, in a general way? To answer this query I
ought to tell you, that, of every hundred persons who
drink here, 1 find that ninety-five, at least, take the

c 2
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Pure Saline, or No. 4; because its operation on the
bowels, as they will tell you, is most expeditious and
certain. But seeing, from its analysis, that this water
contains neither gas nor iron, shall we not be war-
ranted in drawing this inference, that all these people
might have been equally benefited by drinking a so-
lation of Glauber and Epsom salts at home, provided
they had confidence and patience enough to perse-
vere steadily in such a course for a fortnight or three
weeks, and rise every morning and walk for an hour
or two before breakfast? Scotland, as well as Ire-
land, can boast of a variety of mineral waters, equally
efficacious as those of Cheltenham, Leamington, and
Gloucester, provided they were administered in the
same manner. And I cannot see why those invalids,
who might be so easily cured at Pitkaithly, Moffat,
St. Bernard’s Well, or even Strathpeffer, should be
permitted, by their physicians, to abandon their homes
and native country, in search of mineral waters, while
they possess so many, equally good, so much nearer
home. The only point in which you are deficient, is
in the knowledge of “ a little management ;” and, in
order to elucidate these mystic words, I will here sub-
join a correspondence which lately took place be-
tween myself and an old school fellow, who resides
at ——— Farm, in ———shire, on your side of the

Tweed.
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TO DR. ADAM NEALE.

My DEAR SIR,

I'v is now some years since we last
met at Ciudad Rodrigo, after the battle of Salamanca,
and it is only within these few days that I have learnt
your present residence. Presuming on our old ac-
quaintance, I hope you will favour me with your ad-
vice and assistance, in regard to a measure which is
of great moment to me under my present circums-

stances,

A small landed property has lately fallen to me, by
the death of a near relation, upon which I have retired
to spend the remainder of my days in peace and re-
pose. My health, as you may recollect, was very in-
different when we last met, so that 1 have been obliged
to quit all the scenes of active life; and with the scanty
half-pay of ny commission, as Surgeon to the Forces,
and the income of my farm, I am educating my family,
which is now rather numerous. On my land are some
mineral springs, which were formerly held in great
repute throughout the adjoining counties, and were
leased out, at the yearly sum of—pounds, to a worthy
man who resided on the spot. Howevyer, to my great
grief and mortification, it has lately been discovered
that the spas have been losing their repute, and some
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of the neighbouring gentry, who used to frequent
them have abandoned them, in order to repair to
your English watering places; so that my old tenant
has declined renewing his lease, unless I will consent
to an abatement of half his rent. On inquiring more
minutely into particulars, I have found that our water-
drinkers hereabouts, who used to swallow down some
five or six tumbler’s-full, very contentedly, before
breakfast, and as many in the course of the forenoon,
allege that, by going south, as our phrase is, they can
meet with mineral waters so much more powerful,
that two half-pint glasses suffice to produce the de-
sired effect; whilst my luckless springs, although
they abound with saline matter, and iron, sulphur, and
gaseous fluids, are yet so dilute, that the patient must
needs take at least two or three English pints for a
dose. While musing' on this sorrowful prospect, of a
deficieney in my ways and means, a ray of hope has
entered into my mind, on hearing from an old friend,
just returned from England to this neighbourhood,
that the owners of your English spas have found out
some happy means of managiny their waters, whereby
they can double or even triple their purgative effects;
and that your English waters are not, in fact, one jot
stronger, by nature, than those of our Scottish foun-
tains. Now, my dear Sir, if such be really the case,
and you can acquire for me this desirable information,
pray impart it, and you will confer a lasting benefit



on myself and family, and even on the race of Mac-
d ¢’s yet unborn, &c. &e.

My answer to this was as follows :—
My pear Frienp,

I cannor rejoice that it is really in my
power to answer your letter so speedily, and put you
in possession of all that information which you desire,
on a subject which, I am free to confess, I feel must
be of vast importance for you to know; while, at the
same time, I am patriot enough to think, that in
giving it publicity, it may eventually tend to diminish
the number of Scottish absentees, and detain in our
poor country some thousands of pounds annually,
which would otherwise find their way to this richer
portion of the island. You have indeed been rightiy
informed, that our southern neighbours do possess a
secret manner of adding to the strength of their
mineral waters, and thereby reaping a rich harvest
from the credulity of their visitors; and if you, or
your tenant, can but screw up your consciences to
employ the same means, which, however, I cannot
say I think to be very legitimate, you may certainly

put in your claim to retain your old customers at
the spas of Benbibere.
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Know then, my good friend, that your first busi-
ness must be to procure a few tons of Glauber and Ep-
som salts from the nearest manufactory, where they will
cost you at the rate of about fourteen pounds sterling
per ton; which accomplished, you must next endea-
vour to procure a constant supply of the pure element
from some rapid torrent or deep well—be it mineral
water or not—for that is of little moment; you must
then fill a few quart bottles with your spa waters and
salt them to your taste, as Mrs. Glasse would say,
but of various strengths remember; and having duly
sealed them up, send them to the chemist of the
greatest repute in your part of the world, to be ana-
lyzed. These bottles you had better number one, two,
three, four, five and six, ad libitum; but, I should
suppose, you need hardly extend it to the Pythage-
rean number, “ seven,” as six will be quite suflicient
for all your hydraulic purposes. This done, and your
analysis having been returned, duly signed, sealed,
and delivered, you must next look out for some com-
plaisant Editor-of a Monthly Journal, Philosophical,
Literary, or Medical, to insert these Analytical Essays,
with some enticing preface; as, for instance, “ We con-
“ gratulate the public on the great discovery lately
“ made on the lands of Mr. Maed
“ riety of Mineral Waters, whereby those who repair
¢ to the fountains of Benbibere, may henceforth be ac-

e, of a rich va-
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¢ companied with all sorts of waters, saline, aperient,
« chalybeate, or sulphuric, according to their several
“ fancies and necessities.” A spacious pump room,
of the form and dimensions of a Greek temple, must
next be built; beneath the flooring of which you must

_excavate several tanks, which are to be filled every
night, by means of leaden pipes, laid under ground
all the way from your well or fountain head, where
“you brew the mineral waters. And, lastly, to prevent
‘the prying curiosity of your visitors, you must not
neglect to build a sort of pigeon house, or Martello
‘tower, over your fountain head, large enouch to con-
tain a stout forcing pump, and a large trough for your
Glanber and Epsom salts, a few barrels of which you
.can stow there for use upon all occasions. This Mar-
tello tower you must place at some distance in the
‘rear, and let a lawn, or hedge, or -paling, intervene;
clap a cannon on the top of it, to repel invaders; or,
if you are afraid of using powder and shot against the
king’s lieges, thatch it well at top, to conceal its im-
‘portance, and stick upon it a board, painted to this
effect, ** Take notice, that this is no thoroughfare, but
a private road only, to Hoaxrall farm; and whoever
trespasses on this ground shall be prosecuted accord-
e to law.”

All around your pump room you must lay out
plantations and walks, with shady trees and flowering



24

shrubs, and, having procured a band of pipers and
fiddlers, with bass drums, &ec, to titillate the auditory
nerves of your visitors, while your waters are stirring
up their great and small intestines, you may throw
open the doors of your pump room to all hypochon-
driacs and true believers, who will assuredly flock by
hundreds, and tens of hundreds, to the new spas of
Benbibere, to seek the Goddess of Health, a statue of
whom, for the sake of classical allusion, you had better
place over your pump room, with a Latin motto be-
neath, from one of the old poets, as for instance,—
« Utilis alvo fluit, utilisque erumene;” or, in plain
English, I hope this will be as good for your bowels,
as it will be to my purse. I must not omit to men-
tion that the waters, as required, must be forced up
from the tanks beneath by a forcing pump, to pour it

into small troughs some feet above the flooring, from
whence it must descend into syphons, terminating in
crystal stop cocks. This will make it hiss and sparkle
in the cup, to the admiration of the drinkers, so as to
deceive them with the appearance of strong gaseous
impregnation, just as a knowing waiter plays off’ his
stalest table-beer, by pouring it from a flaggon ele-
vated over his head. One thing more you must not
forget, which is, to have some of your water heated
in coppers behind the pump room, to mix up and
take oft' the chill from the cold waters for the sake of
your more delicate female visitants.
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When you have succeeded in bringing the spas

of Benbibere into full fashion, you may then build a
'manufactory for the preparation of salts from your
own springs. For this purpose, you must lay in a
.proper store of Glauber and Epsom salts, together
‘with a quantity of Sal Polychrest, (the salt of many
‘yirtues, of the old chemists,) the sulphate of putash of
'the moderns; not, indeed, that this was ever yet found
'in a mineral water since the days of the deluge, but
it has this good and notable quality, that it commu-

'nicates a solidity and most singular form of crystalli-
‘zation to your salts, which cannot be attained i)y any
-other mode; and which serves to puzzle all the apo-
thecaries and chemists, at home and abroad, who will

never dream of finding vegetable alkali in the salts of

a mineral water. And, besides, you may then per-

'suade the world that the salts from your wells are
of so marvellous a nature, that you are warranted in

charging them at about twelve times their real value;

and thus you will obtain eight or ten shillings per

pound for that salt which any of the manufacturing

chemists of Wolverhampton will be glad to furnish

to you, wholesale, at the rate of sixpence or eight-

pence. To be brief: the best proportions for your

new salt you will find to be, one part of sulphate of

potash, six parts of Glauber’s salt, and two of Epsom

salt, with half a part of sea salt, which last will render

it more palatable. This compound salt you may dry,

D
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and grind, and twist up in all sorts of forms, and
baptize it the real Benbibere effloresced, magnesian,
chalybeate, alkaline salt. Put it up in strong glass
bottles, lahelled with directions for use ; and be careful
not to omit pasting regular stamps over the stoppers,
lest the Excise-office should pounce upon you.

Pursuing these plans, my dear Macd e, for a
few years, you cannot fail to realize a magnificent
fortune; and if you can but carry on the farce with
due perseverance, and avoid shewing all symptoms of
fear, whenever you may hear of the sudden deaths of
any of your new customers, and not neglect, moreover,
to breed up one or two of your sons to be writers to
the signet, or attorneys, as we call them here, to
threaten with legal actions all those who may venture
to write against the orthodoxy of your waters, you
may, I think, live long enough to buy up the estates
of half the spendthrift young lairds of your county.
The greatest danger, and indeed almost the only risk
that I can anticipate to your plans, is, lest, peradven-
ture, in after years, some saturnine physician of the
Scotch school, should set himself down, like a plain
matter-of-fact man, to practise his profession honestly
in your village, when, if he should discover the cun-
ning game you have been so long playing off on the
public, and of which he also has been the dupe, then
“ the Lord have mercy upon you ;" for I should think
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iit very likely it will fare with you, as it did with an
impudent fellow in Spain, who employed an ecclesi-
tastic to perform the funeral service of the Catholic
(church over the carcase of a dead donkey, by telling
lhim he was interring a rich old miller; for the priest,

Ihaving discovered the imposition, from the impulse of
Ihonest indignation, had the hoaxer consigned to the
tdungeons of the Inquisition, where he soon after died,
ffrom being forced to banquet on his own water—a
'mode of punishment, as you may have heard in Spain,
'not unknown to that humane body, and which, in-
'deed, was threatened against the rebellious Jews in
the Old Testament,—Farewell.

[As soon as this Lelter was made public, the following Answer,
by an Oxonian, appeared ;—no part of the money transaction,
or subsequent confessions, being at that time known,]

e ——







HINTS

TO

A PHYSICIAN,

ON THE
Opening of His Hledical Career,

AT

CHELTENHAM.

As you are now settled with a view of practising in
Cheltenham, allow me to offer you a few hints as to
the measures you ought to adopt, in order to ensure
that success, which even your talents and conciliatory
disposition could not absolutely command.

I need not remind you that it is highly advanta-
geous in your profession, to publish something, no
matter how trite, as a genteel method of advertising
yourself to the public, in fact, as « peg to hang
your name upon.—Now, if this common-place way of
making yourself known be found useful, surely some
production, which might have the merit of originality,
although indeed it had none other, would be doubly so.
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The first consideration then will be, on what sub-
ject you are to write. Oh! of course on the Chelten-
ham Waters.—I must confess it will not be easy to
write any thing new of them, if you handle the subject
as others have done before you. What think you then
of decrying them? There will be something novel
in that; and every discussion of their efficacy will
naturally, therefore, be an introduction to your name.
Be careful, however, that you are not too dashing in
your assertions. Recollect that your wings are only
waxen; they will not bear to be exposed to the
powerful beams of candid investigation ; and if you
should fall, your name may perhaps be attached to
these waters in as disagreeable a way as that of poor
Iearus to the AEgean: ¢ Icarus Icarias nomine fecit
aquas.”

Do not imagine, however, from what I have said,
that I recommend you to decry the waters of all the
spas indiscriminately; by so doing you would over-
shoot your mark: for if you could expect that the
public would pay any serious attention, or attach any
weight to your observations, you must also expect
that the natural consequence of the ruin of these
spas would be the desertion of the town for some
other mineral springs, which may perhaps faintly re-
semble these, and which may happen to be in the
more immediate neighbourhood of the invalid.
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It might not, perhaps, under the remote proba-
bility of your having this influence on the public
mind, be amiss, en passant, to flatter the national pre-
judices of your different readers by reminding them
of their own national springs: “ Are not Abana and
Pharphar, waters of Damascus, better than all the
waters of Israel 2" This may assist you in ingratiating
yourself with some of your readers, and will perhaps
benefit Leamington, Gloucester, or Melksham ; which.
may not be amiss, as, in the event of a failure at Chel-
tenham, they will be so many more strings to your
bow.

I submit this to your consideration, but should
suggest, that it would be better that you should allow
there is one well at Cheltenham which has some effi-
cacy ; for this will not only be sufficient to save the
credit of the place, and yourself from the blankets of
the. inhabitants; but may perhaps induce the pro-
prietor of the favoured well to establish a reciprocity
of patronage, as an acknowledgment to you; or what
think you of his presenting you with an urn, with such
an inscription as this ?—

“ Iternm inter omnes

“ Fons meus prastat, velut inter ignes
¢ Luna minores.”"

Suppose, for instance, that you adopt the old
well, you may give Dr. Fothergill’s analysis of it as it
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was upwards of thirty years since, as it seems to have
been at that time somewhat different from what the
Montpelier Spa is now. It is true, that since that
time, in consequence of the well not yielding more
than thirty-five pints in an hour, which was not suffi-
cient for three hundred drinkers, the depth has been -
increased from about ten to seventy feet, and the con-
tents of the waters are consequently changed, so that
at present they are precisely the same with those of
Mr. Thompson. This, however, if* you know it, it is
not your business to make public.

Having adopted your well, you may next add
the complaints of some of your patients against the
others, and attribute all failures to the circumstance
of their not having drunk the one real and inartificial
water. Do not be alarmed at the idea of speaking of
your patients; you can hardly be brought to hook
for that; and it will look well, and lead strangers to
believe that you REALLY have some.,

With regard to the difference of the constituent
parts of the waters, according to the analysis, to which
I before alluded, you must find some great fault in
the well you do not patronize. But be cautious that
your eagerness to depreciate the other well does not
lead you to deny to a substance its natural properties,
merely because you do not like the whole, of which




33

that forms a part; as, I understand, has been done
lately by some Gentleman, who asserts that “ muriate
| of soda does not act on the bowels.,” By the way, it
is a chance if this does not raise a mutiny in the navy;
for the sailors will never consent to eat salt junk again,
| every pound of which must contain nearly an ounce
| of salt, when they hear that a gentleman at Chelten-
‘ham died of an apoplectic attack, in consequence of
| 'having drunk four half-pints of a water containing
ronly a drachm and a half of common salt. Beware
'how you make an assertion, the falsehood of which
‘would be detected even by the Lady Bountiful of a
| country village, whose young hopeful, just returned
| 'to spend the midsummer holidays, might show his
| turn for quotation by exclaiming,

“ Que fe felicia scecla
“¢ Moribus opponunt, habent jam Roma pudorem.”

One word more. Should the proprietor of the
‘other Spa fairly offer to allow you the means of ana-
lysing the water as it flows into the well, reject the
| ‘offer in toto, as you will then not be obliged to know
'that you are saying the thing that is not.

With these cautions the scheme may not be
‘amiss; but without such management, you may find
| ' that, like the giant in eastern story, you have hurled
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a rock into the air, which will fall on your own head;
and, as a bad advocate always weakens the cause he
espouses, instead of ruining Cheltenham, which many

will suppose to be your object, you will prove a Midas
to this second Pactolus*,

* Should your little boy happen to say, * Pray, papa, who was
Midas ! you must tell him only a part of the story—That Midas
was a Lydian prince, on whom Apollo had inflicted some severe pu-
nishment, and to whom Bacchus, in order to gild the pill, had, at the
monarch’s own request, given the power of converting all he touched
into gold. TFinding however, that this chrysopoietic property consi-
derably inconvenienced his chylopoietic viscera, he prayed Bacchus to
deprive him of it; to which the god assented, and to effect the cure,
ordered him to bathe in the Pactolus, whose waters ever after rolled
over sands of gold.——Should the child then ask, ¢ But why did
Apollo punish him, and what was the punishment?” you must evade
the question, as it would be awkward, in your circumstances, to be
obliged to relate, that the god adorned his head with an emblematic
pair of ass’s ears, in consequence of his having given an absurd
judgment on the merits of a case brought before him.

-




35
Il

| 'The following Handbill was issued by the Pro-
prietors of the Montpelier, Sherborne, and

Old Well.

To tae PusLric.

Dr. NeaLe having ventured, in a late publica-
ition, to insinuate without the slightest foundation,
((and that, too, after declining a personal inspection
cof the wells, and the manufactory of salts,) that the
|proprietors of the Cheltenham Spas “ possess a secret
imanner of adding to the strength of their mineral

—

|| 'waters, and thereby reap a rich harvest from the cre-
'dulity of their visitors:” and also to imply, that the
|| 'waters are factitious. The proprietors feel called upon
'to offer a public refutation of this malignant and atro-
‘cious fabrication. They beg leave to invite the most
ipublic scrutiny of their several wells and establish-
iments, by which the falsehood of the insinuation will
'become apparent, and they will feel obliged to any

|person who will have the kindness to examine them.

They also presume to suggest the propriety of a
ipublic meeting of the Visitors and Inhabitants, which
ithey will be most happy to attend, and concur in any
isteps that may be suggested for the due investigation

rof this important subject.

JAMES MATTHEWS,
HENRY THOMPSON,
J. COSSENS.

June 13, 1820, For Harward and Cossens.
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In reply to which Doctor Neale sent forth the
subjoined appeal—

To tuE PuBLic.

A Printep hand-bill having appeared this even-
ing, bearing the signatures of three persons, styling
themselves proprietors of the mineral waters of Chel-
tenham, wherein, after garbling and misquoting a
passage in Dr. Neale’s pamphlet, these persons gra-
tuitously and spontaneously apply it to themselves,
and charge Dr. Neale with having preferred a « ma-
lLignant and atrocious fabrication” against them ;—
Dr. Neale hereby repels the charge upon its authors
with the contempt and indignation it merits, and
pledges himself to produce the most satisfactory evi- |
dence in support of his pamphlet, whenever, these
three personages shall bring forward the question in
a tangible form, to be discussed before a British court
of justice, where only, as they well know, the whole
truth can be fairly and properly investigated, and all
the requisite witnesses examined upon oath.

ADAM NEALE, M.D.
Cheltenham, June 13, 1820,

This was followed up on the part of the propri-
etors by a requisition for a public meeting :—viz.
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To tue Puslric.

The proprietors of the spas at Cheltenham re-
quest a public meeting of the Inhabitants and Visitors

-of Cheltenham and its vicinity, at the Assembly Rooms,

this day, (Thursday,) at one o’clock, in order to take
into consideration the recent publication of a pam-
phlet by Dr. Neale, tending to prove injurious to the
reputation of the waters and salts of Cheltenham, and
to adopt the most effectual means for investigating
the actual state of the wells, and the manufactory for
salts,
JAMES MATTHEWS,

HENRY THOMPSON,
J. COSSENS.

June 15, 1820, For Harward and Cossens.

The following resolutions were the result of the
meeting to which we have just referred.—Be it ob-
served, that Dr. Neale was invited to attend this
meeting, but did not appear.

At a Public Meeting, held at the Assembly Rooms,
Cheltenham, June 15, 1820, for the purpose of
taking into consideration the pamphlet published

by Dr. Neale, Thomas Gray, Esq. having been
called to the Chair:—

It was unanimously resolved,
E
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Tuar a paper be left at the bar of these rooms,
at ten o’clock to-morrow morning, to receive the
names of fifteen gentlemen visitors, who may offer
their names for the formation of a committee to inves-
tigate the state of the mineral wells and salt manufac-
tory of this place.

Resovrvep—That at the request of the proprietors
of the wells, Dr. Neale be authorised to nominate
eight persons more upon this committee, and that he
be invited to attend any investigation that may be
had in consequence of their proceedings.

ResorLvep—That these resulutions be published
in the Cheltenham Chronicle.
T. GRAY, Chairman.

The chairman having quitted the chair, it was re-
solved, that the thanks of this meeting are due to him
for his steady and impartial conduct therein.

With the following affidavits we resign the
Doctor to the public opinion.

Thomas Henney, of Cheltenham, in the county
of Gloucester, maketh oath and saith, that he has at-
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itended the sinking of the wells, management and
cconducting of the Sherborne Spa, Cheltenham, from
tthe period the wells were sunk to the present time;
:and that no Epsom, Glauber, or any other salts what-
|| ssoever, have at any time been put into the wells, in-
itroduced or brought into the Sherborne pump-room,
ifor the purpose of mixing with the waters, and that
‘whatever is drank therein, is the produce of the
isprings belonging to and adjoining the said Sher-
'borne Spa; he further declares that the saline waters
‘are not pumped into tanks the night previous to
‘drinking, but are constantly running from the springs
into the drifts and shaft beneath the pump room; and
this deponent further saith, that he maketh this his
‘affidavit without any equivocation, mental reservation
or self evasion of mind whatsoever.

T. HENNEY.
Sworn before us, two of his Majesty’s Justices
for the county of Gloucester, this 20th
day of June, 1820,
W. H. PRINN,
JAS. CLUTTERBUCK.

T. Henney, as one of the proprietors of the Sher-
borne Spa, feels it right to publish the above aflidavit,
and considers the same, with the eminent benefit re-
ceived by those who have used the waters, as a com-

plete answer to any malicious designs or invidious
insinuation made against them,
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To ™ue PunLic.

James Davison, assistant pumper at the Sher-
borne Spa, Cheltenham, upon his solemn oath, saith,
that he hath been employed at the Sherborne Spa
ever since the wells were sunk by the proprietors,
and that he, this deponent, is quite positive, that the
waters drank by the subscribers to the said spa, are
pure; and that no Epsom, Glauber, or any other
salts, or any thing whatsoever, has at any time been
put into the wells, introduced or brought into the
pump room, for the purpose of mixing with the wa-
ters, and whatever is drank therein is the produce
of the springs belonging to and adjoining the Sher-
borne Spa, the pumps being entrusted to his care ; he
further declares, that the saline water is not pumped
into reservoirs the night previous to drinking, but is
constantly running from the springs into the drifts
and shaft beneath the pump room.

JAMES DAVISON.

Sworn before me, one of the Magistrates for
the county of Gloucester, this 16th day
of June, 1820.

ROBERT CAPPER.

James Davison is in constant attendance at the
Sherborne Spa, and will give the utmost information
to any person desirous of making enquiries.
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The following letter is worthy of attention; it
ywas addressed to Doctor Neale, by Mr. Pearson

| "Thompson :—

e

NIR,

Your friend Captain Smyth has shewn me this
| imorning, the proof of a pamphlet, which T was told
'you intend publishing to the world in a few days.
IHaving perused it very carefully, and being willing
'to imagine that you have asserted many things in it
{from hearsay only, and not from your own actual
I knowledge; 1 take this opportunity of giving you
permission to examine all my father’s wells, in any

| 'way you please ; and you have perfect liberty to make
n:any experiment on the waters that flow into them;

his manufactory for salts will also be open to you,
‘when you may see the water from which, and the
‘manner in which, his Cheltenham salts are Inade.

Also, all or any of the men now at work in and about
his manufactory, as well as those who have been dis-
charged from his employ, shall be sent to you, if you
please, that you may examine and interrogate them
in any way you may think proper, respecting their
'several occupations. These offers are made you, that
“you may not at any future time, when the truth of the
contents of your work will be put to the test, offer by
I way of excuse, that an improper concealment of my
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father’s concerns has been made, or any information
relating to them, withheld from you or the public. 1
cannot conclude this letter without assuring' you, that
it is not in your power, nor in the power of any indi-
vidual, to prove one single instance of adulteration,
either in my father’s water or salts, for the best of all
reasons, because none ever existed; and I shall be
astonished indeed if your work on the Cheltenham
waters and salts, of which so much has been said,
ever appears before the public.

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant,

PeArsox THomPsoN.
May 20, 1820,

Dr. Neare’s RepLy.
SIR,

The proof sheets of my pamphlet on the waters
of Cheltenham were entrusted to my friend Captain
Smyth to shew you, because it was intimated to me by
Mr. Kingston, that it was your earnest wish to know
the contents before the pamphlet was published. 1t
was therefore a matter of courtesy on my part to permit
you to hear them read. As the drift of my pamphlet
consists in proving to my medical brethren that there
is an essential difference between the contents of the
spas in this place; and that their effects on the human
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body must be co-ordinate thereto: and as my reason-
ing is entirely medical, of which I believe you are not
a competent judge, I think myself warranted in con-
cluding that I am not likely to be much enlightened
by interrogating your father’s workmen, or inspecting
your eighty and four wells, As to the salts, I intend

to prove to the world, that you can manufacture them
| at the cost of one shilling, or rather less per pound,
and therefore that the charge of eight shillings is
enormous ; and lastly, that a solution of Glauber salts
in pump water, is equally eflicacious, and much more
safe than your water numbered four ; and that there-

fore it is highly ridiculous for any physician to send
his patients from remote parts of these kingdoms to
drink such a water which can so easily be prepared
elsewhere.

As to your vapouring and threats of a prosecu-
tion, I hold them as cheap as 1 do the bolstering up
of your vaunted eighty-four wells; and I hope that
you will henceforth feel, that what belongs to my
office, as a guardian of the public health, is completely
at variance with your interest, as a vender of purga-
tive salts, and mineral waters.

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant,

Apam NEALE,
May 20, 1820,
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[Here follows the Doctor's celebrated * conrFEsSTON,” which was
wrung from him on being told by a friend, * that he must either
prove his assertions, read his recantation, or be turned out of
society.” ]

e e —————

To e Puslric.

The moment has arrived when 1 feel it due to
my own character, and to the deference I owe to the
public opinion, to declare openly and explicitly the
whole circumstances which led to the publication of
the pamphlet which has excited so much discussion.

On the 13th day of April last, I met Captain
Matthews (then a stranger to me,) by his own appoint-
ment, at the house of Captain Smyth, and at this in-
terview we held a conversation in the presence of
Captain Smyth, as to a publication which I intended
making on the nature and properties of the waters,
and on the superior qualities which 1 had satisfied
myself existed in those of the Original Spa, of which
Captain Matthews was tenant.

Captain Matthews entered into a discussion of
the subject without reserve, and declared to me, in
the presence of Captain Smyth, that the soil of Chel-
tenham only produced three species of mineral wa-
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tters, and that the water served out as number four was
ffactitious, that is to say, that a quantity of Glauber
salts was dissolved and added to it, in its passage from
ithe well to the reservoir, where it was kept for de-
llivery.

As from my previous conversations with Captain
‘Smyth, it appeared to me, that the publication in-
ttended was a fair and legitimate discussion of the
imature of the several springs, and that it would be to
ithe ultimate advantage of the public to investigate
'the relative proportions of the contents of these waters,
and state my own reason in support of the opinions I
had adopted ; morever, as it seemed that this*would
be an auspicious commencement towards bringing
back public opinion to that ideuntical spa water on
which the character of Cheltenhamn was founded, and
as it was Captain Matthews’s wish to retrace his own
steps as to his having adopted number four, I readily
coincided in promising my assistance. Certain ad-
vantages were held out to me, as likely to arise to
myself, individually, from this undertaking, as all the
expenses of advertising, printing and publishing the
pamphlet were to be defrayed by Captain Matthews,
as well as whatever expenses might arise, should
1 be exposed to legal proceedings from the revenge
or resentment of the other proprietors; in short, I
was to be borne out harmless in the afiair, and was
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offered, verbally, a subsequent interest to accrue, con-
ditionally.

In the week following, on the 18th day of the
month, Captain Matthews called upon me, to accom-
pany him to his wells, and then led me round the
grounds to taste the several waters. In so doing, he
took me into a small orchard, in which was a pump,
and the machinery employed in mixing up and pre-
paring number four, and which I understood to be
similar to that in use at the other spas. Next day
Captain Matthews sent me four corked bottles, con-
taining the waters of his wells, numbered from one to
four inclusive. The pamplhlet was commenced, and
afte¥ several delays, in printing, revising, and altering,
it was offered to Captain Matthews for his perusal,
which he declined : meanwhile the pamphlet had been
advertised in the Cheltenham newspaper, and a gen-
tleman, who requested himself to be introduced to
me, took an opportunity of stating, that he was a par-
ticular friend of Mr. Thompson, who was most desirous
of having some idea of my pamphlet before it was ac-
tually published. This gentleman called repeatedly
at my house, inquiring whether the pamphlet was
ready, and when the proof sheets came down for cor-
rection; under the impression that thisjgentleman had
been employed by Mr, Thompson confidently, I very
imprudently permitted Captain Smyth to shew it to

PR N
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‘Mr. Thompson, the younger, as a matter of courtesy.

Mr. Thompson, it appears was violently enraged, and
came the same day to my house, when being from
home, he asked to see Mrs. Neale, with whom he
wished to leave an angry message, threatening me
with every sort of legal action, if I dared or presumed
to publish the pamphlet. Mrs. Neale having declined
receiving this message, Mr. P. Thompson the same
evening sent me a letter couched in very imperious
terms, which I answered in a similar, and not very
conciliatory tone.

Two days after the pamphlet arrived in Chelten-
ham, a violent handbill was produced by the propri-
etors of the wells, and to my surprise I perceived the
name of Mr. Matthews foremost in the list, denouncing
me to the public as “ a malignant and atrocious fa-
bricator of insinuations against the waters.,” To this
I replied, deprecating their having gratuitously and
spontaneously applied my jocularity to themselves,
and pledging myself to produce, in a court of justice,
legal evidence in support of my pamphlet, A public
meeting was called, to which I was invited, but which
1 of course declined.

These are, I believe, all the material facts con-
nected with the affair, and 1 lay them thus candidly

and openly before the public, in order that they may
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form a judgment how far I was warranted in pursuing
the line of argument and insinuation which 1 have
followed in my pamphlet. Having been placed, un-
reservedly, in possession of so important a fact, as to
the composition of number four, that water which is
now drank by ninety-five people out of every hundred,
and that too, most frequently without the advice or
concurrence of any medical man on the spot, it se-
cured to me an imperious duty not to conceal it.

Reflecting upon the whole transaction, and the
motives for my own conduct, I cannot see any just
grounds for the public outery, which my friends in-
form me has been raised to my prejudice. With the
feelings of a professional man, 1 was assured 1 could
not in conscience lend myself to support any system,
which had for its basis so palpable an imposition, and
having had the whole matter so completely placed
before my eyes, by one of the proprietors of the spa
himself, to the conviction of every sense,and with the
fullest powers to avail myself of it, and having good
grounds for believing that the same operation was
carried on at all the other wells, assured too that it was
the wish of Captain Matthews, to retrace his own steps
as to the management of the spa, it was my determi-
nation to make it public, whatever might be the con-
éequenc&s to myself, individually ; persuaded that the
reputation of Cheltenham, as a watering place, can



49

wnly be supported by fair and legitimate means, and
ithat all spurious imitations or fabrications, so far from
oeing innocent, must prove positively injurious in nu-
merous cases; and convinced that all the best and

S

ddearest interests of society are united and promoted
tby a strict adherence to truth, I came forward as the
ffriend of those interests, to enter my protest against
sa deviation so mischievous,

The welfare of families and individuals is deeply

iinvolved in so delicate a quesiion, and 1 cannot co-
iincide in the opinion, that the interests of any single
ttown, or any body of men, are to be upheld to the
|positive detriment of the rest of the community. The
ipublic will soon feel, that the conduct I have pursued

is calculated to do service, both to the town and so-
ciety in general, and by removing, for ever, all doubts
rand misgivings (which 1 well know have existed for
‘years in the minds of medical men residing at a dis-
tance,) that the character of the real Cheltenham
waters will be more securely established.

Lastly, I do not conceive that any blame can be
imputed to me for having permitted my own indivi-
dual interests to be mixed up with a public duty,
‘conceiving that they were not incompatible, and
hoping that whatever of error may be imputed to me,

F
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still that the benefit which T intended and hoped to
have conferred on society, will prove an apology,

And remain,
With a firm reliance on the impartial decision of the publie,

Their devoted servant,

ADAM NEALE, M. D.

Cheltenham, June 17, 1820,

= e —
_—— e m e ———

[We leave the public to make their own comments on
this extraordinary production :—And in order |
to preserve the reqularity of detail, we shall here
insert three additional affidavits.]

Thomas Manning, pumper at the Montpelier
Spas, Cheltenham, maketh oath and saith, that he
has been employed at the Montpelier Spas by Mr.
Thompson, since the year 1508, and that he is posi-
tive that the waters drank at those wells are pure,
and that no Fpsom, Glauber, or any other salts, or
any thing whatsoever, has at any time been put into
the wells, or introduced, or brought into the pump
room for the purpose of mixing with the waters, and



ol

vhatever is drank therein, is the produce of the
springs belonging to the Montpelier pump room, the
pumps being entrusted to his care. He also declares
that the solution which is asked for and given in a
moruning to the company, is a solution of Cheltenham
salts made by evapogating the Cheltenham water, at
Wr. Thompson's manufactory, and not of Glauber, or

JEpsom salts.
THOMAS MANNING.

$worn at Cheltenham, this 19th day of Juue, 1830.
JAS, CLUTTERBUCK.

Samuel Bendal, maketh oath and saith, that he
‘Ihath been employed by Mr. Thompson, as a well
(digger, from time to time, since the year 1809, that

Ihe is quite positive all the waters that are drank at
tthe Montpelier pump room as well as the waters
iwhich are conveyed to Mr. Thompson’s manufactory
Ifor salts, are pure, and the natural products of the
'Cheltenham Spas, that Mr. Thompson has at least
reighty wells over an extent of two hundred acres of
land, the greater part of which he has himself assisted
in digging.
SAMUEL BENDAL.
Sworn at Cheltenham, this 19th day of June, 1820,
JAS, CLUTTERBUCK.
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George Williams, maketh oath and saith, that
he has been employed by Mr. Thompson since the
year 1808, to superintend his manufactory for salts,
that he is quite positive that all the Cheltenham salts
that have been made by Mr. Thompson have been
made wholly from the waters of his spas which are
daily pumped into the manufactory by two men who
are employed solely for that purpose and that no
Epsom, Glauber, or any other salts have at any time
been put into the Cheltenham water which has been
sent down for boiling, or introduced in any way into
Mr. Thompson’s manufactory.

G. WILLIAMS,
$worn at Cheltenham, this 19th day of June, 1820,
JAS. CLUTTERBUCK.

To e PusLic.

Doctor Neale having published an address to the
public, wherein he states, that ¢ the moment has ar-
rived in which he feels it due to his own character
to declare openly and explicity the whole circum-
stances which have led to the publication of his pam-
phlet,”—and having thought proper most grossly to
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traduce me, I feel it due to my character—to my fa-
mily—and to my friends—to declare yet more openly
and explicitly, every thing that occurred between
Doctor Neale, Captain Smyth, and myself, not only
before, but since the publication of his pamphlet—
and I pledge myself to the publie, by the recollection
of a long life of honourable reputation, for the incon-
trovertible truth of the following statements, which 1
persuade myself, will at once show to the world how
far 1 have been the unsuspecting dupe of Captain
Smyth and Doctor Neale.

In the month of March, during Captain Smyth’s
memorable canvass for the situation of M. C. | had
sowe conversation with him, in the course of which
he stated, that ke could be of essential service to the
old well, if' he were made some compensation for il ;
that he would go to Bath, Clifton, London, and other
places, and that be would send every body to the old
well : that he should be satisfied with five shillings
in the pound, upon the subscriptions that should be
received through his recommendation, but that he
would leave any further recompense to be given hin
as 1 pleased, at the end of the year.—To this I re-
phied, that I did not think the plan would answer,
for that the expenses would be greater than the be-
nefit derived; but that, at all events, he had better
stop till the election was over, and if Lie succeeded to
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the office of M. C. he would not be in need of any
such remuneration. In a few days after, I went to
London, where 1 remained for three weeks, and on
the day after my return 1 received a message from
Captain Smyth, requesting, as he was lame, that I
would call on him at his house ; 1 acecordingly called
in the morning, when he stated, that ¢ as I had served
him to the utmost of my power in his canvass, he now
had an opportunity of returning the obligation, as
there was a pamphlet coming ont by Dr. Neale, which
spoke favourably of the old well, and which would
be extensively circulated in London, Dublin, Edin-
burgh, and other places which wounld be very expen-
sive; and that Dr. Neale expected for his trouble,
the sum of oNg nunprep pounDs: and likewise a
compensation at the end of the year, for all the pa-
tients he recommended to the old well.”—This 1 posi-
tively aflivm was the first intimation I ever had of
Doctor Neale's intention.—Captain Smyth then said
it was necessary that 1 should see Dr. Neale on the
business as soon as possible; and 1 had better drink
tea with him in the evening, when he would send for
Dr. Neale to meet me there; to this I assented :—
and ‘in the evening, before Dr. Neale came, Captain
Smyth said to me, “ the work is ready for the public,
and no tine is now to be lost ; Dr. Neale is poor and
wants money.” I then asked what 1 should oive, he
said one hundred pounds down ; which 1 promised
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| to give when I returned from town, where 1 was

going a second time. On Dr. Neale’s arrival, Captain
Smyth informed him that he had made the proposal
to me, and that I had consented to it; but it must be
observed, that I knew nothing more of the contents
of the pamphlet than that it was favourable to the old
well ;—nor did any conversation pass between Dr.
Neale and myself as to the nature of the publication.
Captain Smyth stated to Dr. Neale, in my presence,
that he had agreed with me, as to the sum he was to
have, and the further sum at the end of the year. Dr.
Neale assented without asking any question, or in any
way stating the contents of his book. We then
parted ;—but Captain Smyth afterwards waited upon
me, and wished to have a private conference with me,
which Mrs. Matthews prevented. After my second
return from London, I waited on Dr. Neale, at his
house in the High-Street, and gave him the promised
sum of one hundred pounds, in*ten notes of £10 each,
of the Bank of Messrs. Turner and Co. and stated
when I gave it, that it was given solely because I had
given my word to that effect, through Captain Smyth.
Dr. Neale took the money and put it under his writing-
desk, and merely made some remarks on the analyses
of Dr. Fothergill and Messrs, Brande and Parke, in
favour of the old well.—Subsequently to this payment
of £100, Captain Smyth told me that Dr, Neale ought
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to have some further remuneration out of the profits
arising from the patients coming to the old well
through his recommendation, when 1 agreed that Dr.
Neale should have half the receipts that exceeded
the receipts of I1818.—I now declare that I never
promised in any way, even by implication, to bear
Dr. Neale harmless in case of a prosecution brought
against him by the other proprietors,—nor was I to
be in any way responsible for the expense of the
publication, nor did I ever see it before it was given
to the world. Neither did 1 at any time directly
or indirectly assert to Dr, Neale or Captain Smyth,
that the water, No. 4, of Mr. Thompson’s spa, or
any of the waters of the Sherborne Spa, were fac-
titious. It is, indeed true, that 1 did, at Captain
Smyth’s particular solicitation, accompany Dr, Neale
to inspect my wells and to taste the waters; but I
most positively deny having said any thing about
using Glauber or other salts in No. 4, of the old well:
though I do admit, that I told Dr. Neale that concen-
trated Cheltenham water was put into the cistern to
add to the strength of the water, but never into the
well.  With respect to Dr. Neale asserting that I
had shewn him the machinery used for No. 4, I most
unequivocally declare that assertion to be faise; the
proof of which is, that there never was any machinery
whatever in use on my premises, unless the cistern
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used for containing the water, in its way to the pump
room, may be called machinery. Captain Smyth came
to me some time previous to the publication of Dr.
Neale’s pamphlet, and said, ¢ you have promised Dr.
Neale half the receipts above the produce of 1818, in
consequence of his exertions in favour of the old well,
but life is uncertain, and Dr. Neale ought to have
something secured for his services after your death.
Have you any objection to sign an agreement to that
effect during your lease?” Captain Sinyth then pro-
duced papers from his pocket, and I firmly believe
that one of them was an agreement to bind my suc-
cessors to the conditions then proposed by him—Dbut
which 1 declined signing, or otherwise acceding to.—
On Friday last, subsequent to the public meeting of
the 15th inst. Captain Smyth called upon me to in-
form e that Dr. Neale was in danger of being ar-
rested, and said, how was he to get bail? To which
I replied, he knows that best himself,

I now fearlessly submit this statement to the
public, with a reliance upon the justice of those
amongst whom I have passed so many years of my
life in credit and esteem.—I now defy my calumni-
ators to controvert one assertion contained in this de-
fence of my character;—and I have a confident hope
that when every circumstance is taken into consider-
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ation, I shall be entitled to the sympathy rather than
the censure of the world.

J. MATTHEWS,
Cheltenham, June 21, 1820,

STATEMENT OF MRgs. MarTHEWS,

Mrs. Matthews asserts that on the second day
after Captain Smyth lost his election as M. C. he met
Mrs. Matthews in the Cambray Street, when he re-
quested to have a private conversation with Mrs. M.
in the course of which he stated that “ in conse-
quence of the connexions he had formed during his
late canvass, and from his Irish connexions, he could
materially benefit the old well, by goiug to Bath,
Leamington, Clifton, and London, from which places
he would send subscribers to the old well, and that
as Captain Matthews had served him so essentially
during the late election, he would not ask Captain or
Mrs. Matthews for any specific sum, but would leave
it to their consideration to remunerate him at the end
of the year.,”—To which communication Mrs. Mat-
thews merely replied that she would mention it to
Captain Matthews.—He then said, that in the event
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of any thing happening to Captain Matthews—it
would be in his power to take the active part, and
be of service to Mis. Matthews in the management
of the old well.—Mrs. M. replied “she hoped no
such event was at hand, but if it should unfortunately
occur, she had a brother to whom she could look for
assistance.” Captain Smyth afterwards waited on
Captain Matthews and wished to have a private con-
ference with him, but which Mrs. Matthews prevented,
and “ insisted on knowing the nature of their private
meetings, as she conceived he had introduced her
husband to a man, who by writing against the Chel-
tenham waters, would ultimately ruin the town.—
That to such people as Captain Smyth and Dr. Neale,
who pﬂES:ESEEd no property in Cheltenham, it was a
matter of no moinent, but that she, Mrs. Matthews,
considered the consequence of such publications as
Dr. Neale intended, as very serious.”” Captain Smyth
replied, that Mrs. Matthews wished by her conduct
to prevent her husband deriving that benefit from
the publication which it would be productive of to
Captain Matthews, in a very great degree. Mrs,
Matthews then said that she wished to derive no
benefit from sources by which others would be in-
jured ; and, especially, that neither Captain Matthews
nor herself wished to injure Mr, Thompson’s well.—
On which Captain Smyth observed ¢ why should you
be so tenacious of injuring Mr. Thompson, when he
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has raised his fabric upon your husband’s shoulders ?”’

Mrs. Matthews concluded by saying the property

purchased by Mr. Thompson, had been set up to

public sale—and that as the proprietors of the old

well had not thought it advisable to purchase it, Mr.
Thompson was justified in making' the most of it. He
then said, that if he might not communicate with
Captain Matthews alone and not in the presence of
Mrs. Matthews, that he must look upon the business
between Dr. Neale and Captain Matthews at an end.
To which Captain Matthews replied “ certainly—but
that as the £100 had been promised, it should be
given :—with respect to the pamphlet, if one sixpence
would promote or retard the publication of Dr. Neale’s
pamphlet, he would not give it.”

Cheltenham, June 21,1820,

Captain Matthews’s statement appeared in the
Cheltenhamm Chronicle of Thursday, June 22, 1820,
which produced the following handbill from Captain
Smyth.

“ The public are requested to suspend their
judgment on the statements of Captain and Mrs,
Matthews, published this morning in the Cheltenham

B e
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Chronicle, until Thursday next, that Captain Smyth’s
answer may pass through the same channel, for the
| further information of the public.”

Cheltenham, June 22, 1820.

[Captain B. on seeing the above at Williams’s Library, immediately
pencilled the following impromptu :—

¢ Suspend your judgment, the gallant Captain eries,
“ Suspend yourself, good Sir, the town replies,”]

[A wag having issued a Handbill immediately on the appearance of
Captain Smyth's, stating that in his opinion * Saspension for
a short time only would answer every useful purpose.” This
caused Captain Smyth not to delay, ns infended, his Statement
until the next week, but produced it forthwith.]

To ™ar PusLric

After an acquaintance and friendship with Cap-
tain Matthews of some years standing, I feel it a
painful duty to be forced to stand forward thus pub-
licly to rebut his harsh charges and most eruel in-
sinuations against my character,

For a long time Captain Matthews had been in
the habit of conversing with me confidentially, as to
G
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the affairs of his well, and I had offered him freely
any occasional ideas of myv own, as to improving its
success; with which intention also I had recom-
mended such of my friends as came to Cheltenham
to subseribe to Captain M.’s well. In return, during
my canvass and ballot for the M. C. Captain M. had
exerted himself very warmly in my behalf, and thus
we were living in a mutual interchange of good of-
fices.

This being premised, T shall now mention iln due
order what points in Captain and Mrs. Matthews's
statements are correct, and what erroneous. First
then, I did offer my active co-operation and services
in support of the well, as is correctly stated by Mrs.
Matthews, but not on the terms of a poundage of five
shillings, as mentioned by Captain M. but that I ex-
pected to be made a partaker of the benefits arising
from the well, if I became a party concerned ; but on
Mrs. Matthews declining my services, I, from that
moment, relinquished all views of participating n
the concern; however I still continued, from feelings
of gratitude and friendship, very anxious to render
Captain Matthews my best services. It was with this
view, solely, I introduced him to Dr. Neale, conceiving
his pen and professional abilities might, if dedicated
to Captain Matthews’s interest, be of essential benefit.
At which introduction, a conversation respecting the
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‘soil and waters of Cheltenham took place, and Cap-
tain M. most distinetly stated, that only three species
of water existed in the soil, and that the water No. 4,
was factitious, which he explained by saying that a
quantity of salts were dissolved and added to it; and
on Dr. Neale asking him in my presence if all the
waters No. 4, were prepared in the same way, he an-
swered * certainly, it must be.so, there being only
three kinds of water to be procured from the soil.”
As to the sum of £100, it was a voluntary oifer on
the part of Captain M. to Dr. N. nor did I ever state
that Dr. N. was a poor man, because I knew nothing
of his circumstances; and in point of fact, the ques-
tion of pecuniary remuneration proceeded entirely
from Captain M. and not from Dr. Neale; and on
Captain M. referring to me on the subject, and offering
a portion of increased profits, Dr. N, waived his ac-
ceptance, as being muech beyond what he considered
any services of his might deserve. When the printed
address to the public signed by three proprietors ap-
peared, Dr. N. immediately brought it to my house
to know my sentiments thereon, and [ then assured
him that I would not believe Captain M. capable of
such tergiversation, and advised the Doctor to write
a note instantly to Captain M. to know whether he
acknowledged the signature. Captain and Mrs, Mat-
thews hastened immediately to my house, and, he,
Captain Matthews, then acknowledged to me that he
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had indeed done it, but that it was utterly impossible
for him to avoid it, for had he not done so, he would
have been suspected of having employed Dr. N, to
write. 1 then told Captain M. that he ought sooner
to have cut his hand off than signed any such paper.
Mrs. M. then said he had been well advised in what
he did ; and Captain M. added that he had been urged
in vain for three hours, and that when at last he added
his signature, it was sorely against his own feelings:
which assurance I continued to rely upon, because
after the public meeting on the 15th, when I saw
Captain M. on the morning following, in the High-
Street, he took me into a glover’s shop, called the
Cheltenham House, and then put into my hands a
letter written from Mr. Harris, in London, to Mr. P.
Thompson, containing the result of a conference with
Mr. Campbell on the subject of an intended prosecu-
tion by the three proprietors against Dr. Neale, and
which he, Matthews, was then carrying to the house
of his own professional advisers; and this letter he
requested me to show to Dr. Neale, in order to put
his mind at rest relative to legal proceedings, as he,
~ Captain M. declared he would not join them in sign-
ing any more papers ; and as the contents of this
letter proved that the Lawyers in London were
strongly of opinion that it would be very, unwise
to commence proceedings, although such an action
might lie, and quoting the instance of some porter
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‘brewery bringing an action against a party who said
they put other materials besides malt and hops into
their beer ; this letter I did in fact show to Dr. Neale,
and thereafter returned it into Captain Matthews’s
hands, who was waiting for me at Miss Roberts’ sliop.
The last and most material point, as affecting my cha-
racter, and which T most solemnly and explicitly de-
clare to be altogether false,is the insinuation of Cap-
tain M. that T carried him a paper, which he asserts
he firmly believes was an agreement for him to sign
to bind himself and his successors to some alleged
pecuniary recompense for Dr. Neale; I never had
such a paper in my contemplation, far less im my
possession, nor did such an idea ever, at any time,
enter into my mind ;—1 have thus fairly, and ex-
plicitly, and 1 must add with most severe and painful
tfeelings, made my statement of facts to the public,
and as I trust exonerated myself completely from the
ohjectionable points that were attempted to be affixed
to my character by Captain and Mrs. M.—In conclu-
sion I beg to say, that this shall be my ultimate reply
to any invidious insinuations, and I now add, that I
am most ready and willing to appear before any
committee of gentlemen that may be appointed, to
make my solemn oath to the truths of the facts herein
stated. Stll T conceive that my bare assertions will
not be the less credited, because I have never yet
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committed any one act to forfeit the respect and con-

- fidence of my friends, or the general good will of the
public; and I remain in full confidence, in the purity
of my actions, your obedient servant,

J. G. Smyrh,
Cheltenham, June 22, 1820.

To tue PuBLic,

My notice of Captain Smyth’s statement of yes-
terday shall be short and conclusive. He has not de-
nied the material facts alleged in my statement of
Wednesday last, but at the same time he has endea-
voured to invalidate somne of my assertions. Firm in
the consciousness of having adhered to the truth—
and truth alone, I shall now content myself with
vouching in the most positive and solemn manuer,
for the assertions I have already made; and submit
the subject to the candid and impartial decision of
the public, to whom I pledge myself, by the unsullied
character I have hitherto maintained, for the veracity
of all that I have advanced.

J. MaTrHEWS.

June 23, 1820.
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From a pamphlet in answer to Dr. Neale, en-
titled ¢ Facrs v. Assgrrion,” by Mr. Halpin, we ex-
tract the three following queries put to Capt. Smyth,
and which remain unanswered.

¢ Did Captain Smyth ever state that ¢ he had re-
peated applications made to him to stop the publica-
tion of Dr. Neale’s pamphlet, but he should not,
though he knew it would injure the town—for that
they had put Aim (Capt. Smyth) out of two thousand
@ year, and they might take the consequence? ”

“Did he ever tell a certain proprietor of land and
houses that his property would be worth fifty per cent.
less, in consequence of Dr. Neale’s publication ; or that
Mpr. Thompson ought to have bought it up, if it had
cost him one or two thousand pounds ?”

“ Did he ever write a letter partially to that
effect 2”

“ Will Dr. Neale please to state whether he ever
said that his publication would reduce Mr. Thom pson’s
property five-sixths #*

( The following production was the last issued by Dr. Neale, pre-
vious to his leaving the place.)

—
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To rne InnaBirants oF CHELTENHAM,

Some designing men have attempted to injure
my character, and have succeeded perhaps in per-
suading you to believe that 1 really intended mischief
to your town.

But counsider for a few moments, and pause be-
fore you give such an opinion :—Examine well what
I have said.—Do I not recommend your old esta-
blished Original Well, and place it far above all those
of Harrowgate, Leamington, and Melksham? Have
I not even stated that I presumed that a few who
had returned not cured from this place, most probably
did not use the Old Well springs? Have 1 not thrown
in the forin of a burlesque, a satire upon all those
little lilliputian watering places, which have of late
arisen throughout the island, and which attempt to
rival your old and authentic Spas?  Some of my me-
dical brethren may think it strange that 1 should
have neglected our own interests in recommending
our patients not to take quife so many drugs nor so
much vhysic. But I would ask you, do you not think
my opinion well intended, and true in point of fact?
Let those who have been doing wrong wear the cap,
if it fits them : at all events it ought not to be put on
nor worn by Cheltenham. I only meant to fire a blank

cartridge ar two to scare the smugglers and pirates,
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while T protected the peaceful fishermen who were
dragging their uets. Let us hope all success then to
the fisheries of Cheltenham, and may our pilgrims
continue to be as numerous as those who once re-
sorted to the fountains of Mecca and Medina, in Ara-
bia,

I remain,

Your devoted servant,

Apam Nieavrg, M. D,

P. S.—One of my medical brethren, (whom I shall
not call ¢ Re Fututor Effeetus)” looked very justly
on my little bautling, as being only a tit of a mouse;
but some of you shouted as loudly on beholding it, as
if it had really been a hippo-poto mouse.

Saint John’s Day, 1820.
CHELTENHAM,

T'he following Extracts are taken from Dr. Reece's
Monthly Gazette of Health.

“When we were at Cheltenham about three years
ago, we examined the waters of all the wells; and it
is due to Mr. Thompson, the proprietor of the Mont-
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pelier Wells, and to Captain Matthews of the Old Well,
to say that they were desirous to give us every oppor-
tunity of obtaining the information we were in search
of; and the results of our experiments and observa-
tions convinced us most satisfactorily that all the wa-
ters were natural products, and of course that the
assertions we had so often heard made, viz. that soue
waters were artificial and the activity of others was in-
creased by artificial means, were without the slightest
foundation.”

“ Some mounths ago we analyzed the waters of the
Sherborne Spa, and from its carbonates, or rather su-
percarbonates, they were evidently native products,
and from the proportions of the different salts they
produced, we have no hesitation in asserting that they
are superior to many, and inferior to none that has
hitherto been found in Cheltenham or any other part
of this country. Dr. Neale has heen driven to admit
that his publication was hasty and indiscreet. It also
appears evident, by the declaration of Captain Mat-
thews and Captain Smyth (the doctor’s friend), that
the doctor was either directly or indirectly interested

in pufting oft the Old Well.”

“ Dr. Neale is evidently in a dilemma, from which,
we suspect, all his ingenuity and skill, even with the
aid he may receive from Edinburgh, or a certatu apo-




thecary of Devonshire, of onion test notoriety, he will
pot be able to extricate himself, with the character of
a sound and considerate physician., We wish him,
however, a happy deliverauce.”

He was delivered, with his friend Captain Smyth,
(in ethey) into the hands of the mob, who burnt them
in the Crescent, amid the huzzas of between two and
three thousand spectators. The town having thus be-
come too hot for them, they took their departure.

In addition to what we have here collected, there
has been published a very able Refutation by Tho-
mas Newell, M. D. Physician Extraordinary to the
King, in a letter addressed to the « Editor of the
Literary Gazette ;” a Refutation by Thomas Jameson,
M. D.; also Captain Smyth’s Address, analyzed, by
Captain Brisac; with the following very appropriate
quotation from Shakespear :—

® 1 have flattered a Lady ; 1 have been politic with my Friend,
smooth with mine Enemy ; 1 have undone three Tailors; I have had

¥FOoUR quarrels, and LIKe to have fought ONE.”
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And with the following Reply, by Dr. M¢Cabe, (author
of “ Observations on the Cheltenham Waters,”) we

conclude.
"
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INTRODUCTION.

To place any subject in a ridiculous point
of view, is the most certain way to make it
contemptible ; and the effect of ridicule will
be found successful in proportion to the gra-
vity or importance of the object against which
it is directed. Health is surely a subject of
very grave importance to every individual,
yvet we defy even an invalid to read the pam-
phlet, to which the following pages are in-
tended as a reply, and to retain throughout
his gravity of countenance ; although the oh-
ject of ridicule, that is, the Cheltenham Wa-
ters, are perhaps essentially necessary to his
recovery.

Such being the character of Dr. Neale’s
pamphlet, it is well calculated to injure the
waters of Cheltenham, by directing against
them the shafts of ridicule, particularly in the
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estimation of those that have never experi-
enced their beneficial effects, and who will
not take the trouble to examine his argu-
ments, or the assumptions on which they are
founded. To direct attention to these circum-
stances, 8o as to enable the public to form an
unprejudiced opinion, has been the object of
the author of this pamphlet; and should he
have succeeded, the family of the Macd—e’s%,
neither in the present nor succeeding gene-
rations, will have any occasion to * baptize,”
‘“ efloresced,”—* magnesian,” or ¢ alkaline
salts,”” nor to * titillate with music the au-
ditory nerves of their visitors,”” while drink-
ing the waters of the spas of ¢ Benbibere.”

Cheltenham, 1820.

* The name of the Doctor’s fictitious Correspondent.




REPLY,

&c. §e.

"T70 have been the means of preventing even one
invalid from using a remedy, by which the health of
such invalid might have been restored, and by the
omission of which, life may have been shortened, must
to any one be a source of serious reflection. The visi-
tors of Cheltenham we have heard estimated at thirty
thousand annually; among these there are some
whose constitutions have been injured by unhealthy
climates, and who repair to Cheltenham to re-esta-
blish their health. There are numbers who have suf-
fered equally at home by luxurious modes of living,
sensual gratifications, or application to business, and
sedentary employments. To deprive any or all of
these of the benefits to be derived from the waters
of Cheltenham, by misrepresenting their qualities, or
endeavouring to shake their confidence in their me-
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* dicinal virtues, is perhaps to take from them a por=
tion of a ¢ feverish existence.”

That such is the tendency of Dr. Neale's pam-
phlet, requires no extraordinary exertion of intellect to
perceive, and although we do not think it equal to the
production of so serious an effect, we shall endeavour
to guard the public against its pernicious influence.

Time and public opinion are the best criteria of
merit, whether of persons or of things; the celebrity
which the Cheltenham Waters have acquired, affords
more conclusive evidence in favour of their medicinal
virtues than could be afforded by the most laboured
panegyrics of the most eminent physicians. Had
they not been found eminently beneficial they would
never have been =o extensively used. Visitors would
not have resorted from every corner of the globe
‘to Cheltenham, had not health been restored and re-
cruited by its waters. It can only be for this reason
that the colonists of Great Britain, in the remotest
-parts of her empire, expect that the inroads made on
their constitutions by the unhealthy climates they in-
habit, will be remedied by the waters of Cheltenham !
In fact, the extent, the opulence, and the elegance of
‘Cheltenham, as it now is, compared with what it was
before these wells were discovered, speak volumes in
favour of the efficacy of its mineral springs.




9

It should also be recollected that the mineral
| waters of Cheltenham bad been used by the public,
and their good effects extensively known, long before
their chemical composition was ascertained by any
analytical process, They were not first recommended
by physicians because analysis had shewn that they
contained impregnations, which they miglit consider
useful in particular classes of diseases; but the expe-
rience of the public having first determined their uti-
lity, they in consequence became the subject of che-

mical investigation. It was not the knowledge of
their chemical composition that first recommended
them to the attention of the faculty, because their
chemical composition was then unknown, but the
cures that were effected by using these waters, first

induced physicians to analyze their chemical contents
in order to ascertain their active ingredients,

Having said thus much, to shew that the charac-
ter and celebrity of the waters of Clieltenham must
necessarily be the consequence of their real merit, as
they had begun to acquire that character before che-
mistry had yet analyzed their contents, and the
knowledge of their medicinal virtues had to the pub-
lic long preceded the knowledge of their chemical
impregnation ; we shall proceed to consider what are
the circumstances and statements contained in Dr.
Neale’s pamphlet, that are calculated to lessen the
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confidence of the public in a remedy which has been
raised into estimation by public opinion.

The following are the circumstances in this pam-

phlet, which would appear more particularly to chal-
lenge attention.

First,—An effort to raise into pre-eminent esti-
mation, the well called the “ Original Spa.”

Secondly,—An attempt to depreciate the other
wells by condemning their coustituent ingredients,
and insinuating to the public that their waters are
merely factitious.

Thirdlyj,—The assertion of the author, that he
was the first that directed public attention to the

comparative analysis of the different wells, or com-
mented on their difference of chemical impregnation;
and the implied censure on his ¢ medical brethren”
for this implied omission.

And lastly, his medical opinions respecting the
medicinal effects of muriate of soda, iron, and sea-
water.

Under each of these heads, we shall make a few
observatious, following the above order of arrange-
ment,
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With regard to the first, should Dr. Neale, from
a review of the analysis of all the wells, be of opinion
that the water of the Original Spa is superior to the
others in medicinal virtues, he not only might con-
scientiously, but even should, support it with all the
weight of his recommendation. But as a physician,

- should neither be led away by rumour nor prejudice;
we must suppose that in giving the preference to the
Old Well, he was influenced by its chemical compo-
sition, and not by its greater antiquity, or because it is
called the “Original Spa;” therefore,as it was merely
an imagined superiority of one salt over another, it re-
solved itself into a matter of medical opinion. For
although Dr. Neale might prefer sulphate of soda in
all diseases, other physicians might, in particular states
of the habit and system, give the preference to waters
containing muriate of soda.

Here we wish we could stop on the subject of
his preference for the Original Spa, and for the honour
of the profession, we wish we could say after him
that he had taken up the subject “ from a pure love
of truth,” and that his preference of, and exertions in
favour of one well, arose solely from a conviction of
its superiority, and from a conscientious discharge of
his duty to the public. But such was not the case.
The public is already in possession of the circum-
stances counected with this transaction; but to such
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as are not, it will be sufficient to inform them ge-
nerally, that for the writing of the pamphlet, and
his other exertions in favour of the « Original Spa,”
the proprietor has acknowledged that he had given
Lim one hundred pounds; and that he was afterwards
to have a contingent interest in the concern, that is,
that he should have a share of the surplus profits ac-
cruing to the Original Spa, from the magical influence
of his pamphlet! and the subsequent exertions of his
pen!

In making these arrangements, we suppose the
gentlemen amused their imaginations in reveries of
pleasing anticipation. That they already contem-
plated with peculiar complacency, the abandoned
walks and empty pump-rooms of the Montpelier and
Sherborne Spas, where the gloomy and solemn silence
that pervaded these elegant structures, once the re-
sort of beauty and of fashion, was only increased by
the distant and indistinet murmur of the company,
now crowded to suffocation round the Original Wells.
The prospect they contemplated was not such as
Milton has deseribed. It was not darkness visible,
but it was silence audible, that reigned in the aban-
doned and dreary pump-rooms, where we will sup-
pose just sufficient of the buzz and bustle of the com-
pany at the Original Spa was wafted by an unfavour-
able breeze, to make Mrs. Rous miserable at the
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*if[m]tpelier pump-room, by recalling to her memory
her former importance. |

To return from this reverie, in which we suppose

the gentlemen to have indulged themselves, and which

we believe to one of the parties at least, is the only

benefit %@t has, or ever is likely to accrue from the

arrangement, we shall draw a veil over the whole

of the transaction, and offer for the parties the apology
of the poet.

»

sisnes M aessss o Auri sacra fames, *‘

“ Quid non mortalia pectora coges?"

To descend from persons to things, from the au-
thor of the pamphlet, and proprietors of the Original
Spa, to the Original Spa itself. This well should not
suffer in the estimation of the public, because injudi-'

_cious attempts have been made to ascribe to it, exclu-
sively, medicinal virtues. The proprietor tells us him-
self that he has been in the habit of increasing the
strength, of No. 4, by adding to it concentrated water.
That is some of the water of his wells that has been
exposed for a time to the action of heat, by which the
salts are reduced into a smaller compass by the pro-
cess of evaporation. But if he has been led to ima-
gine, that by concentrating the waters he increases
their medieinal efficacy in the same ratio that he in-
creases their purgative quality, he should be informed

C
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that such is not the case, and that the trouble and la'-*';
bour attending the concentration of the waters are, at
least, both uscless and unnecessary. The analysis of
the Old Well sshew%hat it contains salts sufficiently
active, and the effects of which on the system will
much oftener require to'he moderated, than fo be in=
creased, by reducing them into a smaller compass by
. pvﬁ’poratiun. Besides unnecessarily increasing the
streng'th of the water, evaporation decomposes the ori-
ginal combinations, and expels all the gases, and thus
_conyer into an artificial, a natural rﬁ‘ed}'.

In order to replace the %iginal Spa in its rela-
tive station, with regard to the other wells, we shall
finish what we have to say on this head by intro-
d;}ciug an extract from a work on these waters laéy
?pubjlﬁghed by the author of this pamphlet, where it
will be seen he has endeavoured to point out the par-
ticular circumstances of habit and constitution, by
which we should be influenced in giving the prefer-
ence, to either the Original, or Montpelier Spas; and
as the chemical impregunation of the Sherborne, ap-
proaches nearly to that of the Montpelier Spa, al-
though not mentioned in the following extract, it may
be included in the same general reasoning, which is
there applied to the water of the Montpelier Wells.

“ Which, of all the varietig of the Cheltenham
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Waters, is preferable in affections of the biliary system,
is a question which scarcely admits of solution. So
many modifications present themselves, according to
the habits and constitations of individuals, that no-
thing but general rules can be given. The muriate
of soda or common salt, which as may be perceived
by the analysis, is the most abundant ingredient in
the Montpelier Wells, is an active and powerful sti-
mulant, and combined as it is in some of these waters
with carbonate of iron, might produce too great an
excitement in some cuustitutigi_ls, predisposed to in-
flammatory action. On the other hand, the water of
the Original Spa, consists of salts more decidedly pur-
gative, the sulphats of soda and magnesia, or rather,
as L am given to understand by Mr. ITume, an emi-
nent chemist, a magnesio-sulphat of soda, that is, a
sulphat consisting of two bases. The active energy of
this salt, if long persevered in, might produce much
exhaustion in debilitated constitutions. As sensations
and symptoms are more casily comprehended by every
individual, than the names by which they are desig-
nated, the following remarks, perhaps, may in some
degree serve to direct the choice.  When the habit of
body is full and plethoric, with a sensation of weight
in the head and eyes, and throbbing about the neck
and temples, the bowels constipated, or having a ten-
dency to constipation; when the tongue is white and
furred, particularly in the mornings, with a sensation
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of heat, frequently rising to a feverish irritation, and
the pulse is increased by exercise or eating, the ac-
tive salts contained in the Original Spa may be ex-
pected to produce the most beneficial effects. On the
other hand, where the habit is emaciated, the skin and
features dry and constricted, the pulse weak, the
stomach irritable, particalarly in the mornings, when
slight causes excite nausea; in a word, where the in-
dividual is aware that a lon y course nf'hig]f#ﬁr intem-
perate living has weakened the organs of digestion,
and the vessels of the‘iblllaly system, the stimulus af-
forded by the murmt?:}f' soda, in No. 4, of the Mont-
pelier Wells, will be attended with the most decided,
advantage. In &.tatEa of the health, mtermeg’mte or
compounded as it were of these two extremes, either
of the saline waters may be used ﬁcnrdmg as it ap-
prnaches the one or the other: or perhaps it would be
better to commence with the active purgative of the
Old Spa, and afterwards have recourse to the gentle

stimulus afforded %?’ the water of the Montpelier
Wells.”

With regard to the next general head, which we
have adopted in our division of the subject. Although
Dr. Neale does not assert in so many words that the
other wells are factitious, there is no one that reads
his pamphlet, but must see that he intended they
should be thought so. His pamphlet professes to

-
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treat of the “nature and properties of the mineral
wells of Cheltenham,” and to his assumed or ficti-
tious friend, he gives directions for making factitious
mineral waters, from information which he professes
to have acquired there. The Original Spa he ex-
empts {rom the charge, as far as his assertion can be
considered exemption, and as only the Montpelier
and Sherborne Spas remain, the application to these
becomes inevitable. Besides, he has indirectly de-
scribed them by so many characteristic “ signs and
tokens,” that not to make the application would be
either quibbling or stupidity.

Let us see on what foundation he brings forward
this charge; he tells us in a printed address to the
public, subsequently to the publication of his pam-
phlet; that the proprietor of the Original Spa had told
him, that he himself had made some addition to the
strength of the water of his own wells, in making what
is called No. 4. Dr, Neale, therefore infers, that as
this is done at one of the wells, it must also be done
at the others; but as the inference does not follow
from the premises, the assertion must be considered
an unfounded accusation. With such as may have
thought that he had taken up the subject from a
“ pure love of truth,” this assertion, though illogical,
must bave had considerable weight; but when it is
kunown that his interests had dictated the charge, his
assertions and opinions become justly suspicious.
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It has been frequently the subject of philoso-
phical speculation, by what inherent principle of our
nature, we are led to feel, if not greater gratification,
at least a greater desire to hear and read invective
and detraction, than praise or panegyric. We shall
not enter into this abstruse question; but we are of
opinion, that had Dr. Neale's pamphlet been written
in praise of the waters of Cheltenham, instead of con-
taining an invective against them, it would not have
been so generally sought for, nor so extensively
circulated, It is only on this prineciple we can ac-
count for a notice of it, which has appeared in rather
favourable terms, in a periodical journal, the « Lite-
rary Gazette;” although a work, certainly more con-
spicuous from size, (being a good sized oetavo volume)
published by the author of this pamphlet some months
ago, entitled « Ohservatmns on the Cheltenham Wa-
ters,” &c. has never appeared in that journal—has

_never been honcured with a place in its columus.
We mention this ¢circumstance, not with any intention
of imputing to the Editors of that Journal a wish to
give greater publicity to a work, injurious to the re-.
putation of the Cheltenham' Waters, but as an exem-
plification of the general position before advanced, re-
specting the facility with which detraction is circulated.
Detraction or;calumny, in its origin, proceeds some-
what like the cannibal desires of the crew, described
by Lord Byron, in his ¢ Don Juan;” it 1s, as it were, a
feeling or sentiment, which having been expressed
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by one individual, meets correspondent feelings in
the minds of others.

€ At length one whisper’d his companion, who
Whisper'd another, and thus it went round,

And then into a hoarser murmur grew

An ominous and wild and desperate sound.

And when his comrade’s thoughits each other knew
"Twas but his own suppressed, till now he found,
And out they spoke of lots for flesh and blood,
And who should die to be his fellows” food,”

L

.

And hm:ing__nﬁcn had its origin, its progress may
be represented by the deseription which Virgil bas
given UFIIIEPEP@?Eﬁ%ﬂf rumour or fame,—

£ _‘:_:p' ,‘."*
sevenns ;atqra metu # 03 mox sese attollit in auras,
Ingrediturque solo, et caput inter lluhlﬂiiﬁomlit.
llla Terra ﬁr‘ﬁ.:w:nﬁ, ird irritata Deorum,
Extremam (ut perhibent) Caeo Enceladoq ;:%m'urem % 5
Progenuit; pedibus celerem et pernicibus i’hs; .
Monstrum horréndum, ingens : cui quot sunt corpore plume, b
Tot vigiles oculi subter, (mirabile dictu) = '“F N
Tot lingue, totidem ora sonant, tot subrigit aures.”......"

[ @

.
To return to_the eharge of adulteratingﬁthe wa-
ters. The proprietors of the Montpelier and Sher-
iy T3

borne Spas have ck.féred themselves, and their wells,

- e : o _TE .
of this imputation,as far as th:s‘czm‘,,l.-;e cffected by

the sacred testimomy of an oath. The proprietors,
the pumpers, and_u’the;?ersml& employed about the
"‘:;*: -

L3
]
-

d.*



20

wells, and who should hest be acquainted with every
thing connected with them, have severally sworn, and
their aflidavits have been submitted to the public,
that the water served out at these pump rooms is the
genuine produce of the springs, and is neither fac-
titious nor adulterated. This is certainly very strong,
and we hope is, and we think may be suflicient to
satisfy the public; but as this charge or accusation
admits of being refuted by demonstrative evidence,
we would prefer having recourse to, it, as we are of
opinion that the sacred evidence of an oath should
only be resorted to where the subjﬁ%ﬁt_dﬂes notadmit
of physical demonstration, or of any ether kind of
convincing proof, In this case, we would adyise, that
the proprietors of the Spas should .ﬂ]?)]YJD Ome che-
mists of character and celebrity; and were we to
suggest any, we would name. Brandeand Parke.
Sgﬁgﬁfl of the '#ﬁelllﬁ shuuldi_bg pumpédridry in their
grésence, Ellld-ﬂ)‘;"wﬂitiﬂg a very short time, as much
water would soon filter from the sides of the wells as

uﬁjﬁﬂ bie‘%uﬁcieut to be Submitted to chemical ana-
lysis. This water they would bééatisﬁud to be the ,-:_:
genuiné*pmduct of the spm,‘ﬁjﬁl if 1t presented
the same results with chemié'?i ;:g_:ﬂ%eﬁts, or the same
ingredients, byieiapnratit}g, as the water served out,
at the pump'?gpmn?,yﬁ such was certified by these
chemists, the public wﬂﬂd,ge satisfied that the wa-
ters aré'genuine. 4 B

‘ i
*ﬂ' -

.
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The existence of so many kinds of water in the

same pump room, which has been ridiculed by Dr.

Neale, has to many appeared diflicult to conceive,
and has consequently added some weight to the ac-
cusation. But when they are told that the materials
by which the water is impregnated, are distributed
with great irregularity in the soil surrounding the
wells, they will easily conceive that the water in dif-
ferent places may acquire different degrees of im-
pregnation. And as these different degrees are re-
presented at the pump rooms, by different numbers,
we are satisfied, that if every shade of difference were
represented by a different number, nor the musical
¢“chime of six,” nor even the “ pythagorean™ number
““ seven,” would be suilicient to represent all the va-
ricties, ' »

We come now to the third general head which
we have assumed, and of which, as it regards the
profession more immediately than the public, our
notice shall be very brief. This is Dr. Neale's asser-
tion,that he was the first who directed public attention
to the comparative aralysis of the different wells, or
commented on their difference of chemical impreg-
nation. The extract which has already been intro-
duced,from a work of the author of this pamphlet, will
shew that he has been mistaken. In that extract, as
well as in many other parts of the work, it will be
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seen, that in recommending the waters of the different
wells, the author was entirely guided by their re-
spective analyses ; and he imagines that no physician
has ever recommended either of the wells, or any of
the numbers at the different wells, merely as a matter
of course, or without having some reasons for such re-
commendation, arising either from a consideration of
the disease and constitution of the patient, or the che-
mical impregnation of the water. Nor can we think
that any physician has availed hims,glf of the means
which the wells afford, of varying his prescriptions,
by “ringing changes” on the different numbers; un-
]ess,”i;erlmps, where some disease, real 4|:‘:‘-'f"“i:x'l't'agimau*y';t |
that has resisted the common rules of art, required to
be exorcised by the aid of “ musical chimes,” or the
force of mystical numbers!

We are now come to the last division of our
subject, Dr. Neale’s opinion respecting the medicinal
effects of muriate of soda, iron, and sea-water, and here
we must premise, that as all that can be said on this
Lead is merely matter of opinion; and as it is known
that “ doctors will sometimes differ,” no one hasa rioht
to deliver their opinions as incontrovertible dogmas,
e says, that “ muriate of soda does not act on the
bowels,” and that it produces more febrile excitement
than the water containing iron. With regard to its
effect on the bowels, we shall leave that question be-




tween No. 4 of the Montpelier wells and the publie.
That water contains a greater proportion of muriate
of soda than any of the numbers of the Montpelier
wells, or than any of the other wells, the Sherborne,
perhaps, excepted ; and as the water of No. 4, is
so extensively used, its effect must be extensively
‘known. With respect to the unfortunate gentleman
who tumbled down in an apoplectic fit, after having
taken his usual quantum of this salt, we can only
say, that many have unfortunately died of apoplexy,
who have been more in the habit of drinking wine
than of drinking salt water, Of the effect of iron on
the system, the following quotations from the work
already mentioned, will shew the opinion of the au-
thor. « Iron, imfall its variety of forms, has a tendency
to increase the {requency of the pulse, and induce an
inflammatory diathesis; or in the language of an ele-
gant and enlightened writer, Dr. Parry, of Bath, «T¢
increases the momentumief the blood.” And again :
“ The saline waters of themselves are calculated to
lower the action of the sanguiferous system, and re-
move fevepish irritation, while chalybeates have the

effect of mereasing vascular action, and of producing
general excitement.”

The following fact which came under the au-
thor’s observation, strongly contrasts the effect of the
chalyheated and saline waters. “ We have been led
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into the above remarks on the saline chalybeated
waters, by our knowledge that No. 1, of Mr. Thomp-
son’s Spa, had been prescribed for a gentleman la-
bouring under a paralytic affection, and whose con-
stitution was greatly debilitated. This gentleman,
there was reason to think, had been'accustomed to
intemperate living, and besides the paralytic affection,
he appeared to labour under visceral obstructions.
After using No, 1, for a few days, he became feverish
and restless, and instead of acquiring strength by
the use of the chalybeates, his debility increased, in
consequence of the feverish excitement they occa-
sioned. His physician, however, having directed that
No. 4 should be substituted, the feverish excitement
and restlessness ceased,and he begam‘bmpamtive] y

better.” *’

Although Dr. Neale says, ¢ that if the object is to
pour brine into the circulation, let us rather send our
patients to the sea shore, than to an inland inineral
water:” he must be perfectly aware that no analogy
exists between the waters of Chﬂlteuha‘g and sea
water. Besides muriate of soda and other salts, sea
water contains a considerable proportion of muriate of
magnesia, or what is commonly known by the name of
¢ bittern,” a salt, nauseous, sickening and unhealthy;
and the presence of which in the mineral waters of
another watering place of less note, in England, con-
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constitutes the principal differéiee between these and
the Cheltenlam Waters, in which there does not exist
the smallest portion of this salt. The phrase “ to pour
into the cirenlation,” excites a train of langhable
ideas, by reminding us of a proposition of a French
physiologist, to cure all discases, and even to prevent
the advances of old age, by a remedy which he termed
 transfusion.” That is, he proposed to fill the flaccud
and empty blood-vessels of the sick and sickly, with
good and healthy blood, directly from the veins of
such as could spare it; so that by a mutual commu-
pication of good offices, the public might be kept in
perpetual health; as he sagely caleulated, that as
many would be found overstocked with blood, as
would requirga supply of the vital fAluid !
L4

We have now briefly adverted to such parts of
Dr. Neale’s pamplilet, as would appear most likely to
affect the eredit of the Cheltenhamn Waters, and by
the impartial and unprejudiced, we think it must be
seen, from what we have stated in reply, that all his
insinu s are groundless, To those who view the
subjject through the medmm of prejudice, it is in vain
to offer either proofs or arguments, for where the
Judgment is shackled, by pre-conceived opinions, the
intellect is clouded, and even the evidence of the -
senses would fail to carry convietion to the mind.  If
any who have been in the habit of drinking the Chel-

]
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tenham Waters, and from a disordered state of the
stomach and organs of digestion, have occasionally
unagined that the water at different times had a dif-
ferent taste, to hear it said that the wells are adulte-
rated, produces such associations, and so satisfies them
of their own penetration and discernment, that even
were they to see the water filtering from the bowels
of the earth, and to find it in this state, possessing the
same physical properties, as what they had been in
the habit of drinking at the pump-room, their sus-
picions would not be removed.

To such as take the trouble of thinking for them-
selves, and carefully appreciate the weight of self-in-
terest, in determining the actions of men, it will add
not a little force to the evidence already adduced, to
be informed, that with respect to the proprietors of the
wells, their interests are not at variance with their ho-
nesty: but on the contrary, that both should impel
them to give rather the natural product of their
springs, than water factitious, or adulterated. Can any
one imagine that the proprietor of a mineral spring,
the water of which has long been established in pub-
lic opinion, will incur the expense of procuring salts,
to add to that water, for which the public is satisfied
to pay him without such an expensive addition? We
cannot imagine dishonesty, without an adequate nio-
tive; but here we can find none. Aud as the adulte-
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ration of the wells of Cheltenham, would not only be
attended with the risk of detection, but would occa-
sion a positive expense, without any prospective ad-

vantage, we are satisfied there can be no adulteration.

Having now finished what we had to say on the
subject of Dr. Neale's pamphlet, we have to remark,
that a great deal of the misappreheusion respecting
the Cheltenham waters would appear to arise from
the use of what i1s called the * solution,” in the dif-
ferent pump rooms, The name itself carries suspicion
on the face of it. 1In general, it consists of concen-
trated water, but to such a mixtare, the term made
use of is totally inapplicable,  The term ¢ solution™
necessarily implies a previous state of crystallization,
and consequently cannot, with propriety, be applied
to the concentrated Cheltenham waters., In fact,
whenever solution 15 mentioned, we associate with
it the idea of crystallized salts; and although the
salts used in making the solution are Cheltenham
salts, still to many it suggests an opinion of a facti-

tious combination.

The addition to the Cheltenham waters, either
of concentrated water, or of a solution of Cheltenham
salts, is a very unchemical addition; as the affinities
in these are very difierent from what they are in the

original waters; which are thus converted into an
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artificial combination. As the medicinal atility of

the ¢ solution,”

is as doubiful as its chemical pro-

priety, perhaps it would be well if the proprietors
would discontinue its use altogether; and by thus re-

moving every cause for introducing salts of any kind
into the pump rooms, they would more effectually

establish the genuineness of the waters.
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PORPULAR WORKSR

Are Publishet ant Zolo by
Ge s WILLLAMS,
ENGLISH AND FOREIGN LIBRARY,

EASTERN CORNER OF THE
Assembly Rooms, Cheltenham.
— B

DR. M*CABE'’s OBSERVATIONS ON THE CHELTENHAM
WATERS, and the Diseases in which they are recommended,
Bvo. 10s. 6d.

NEW CHELTENHAM GUIDE, with a Map of the Environs,
Js.

A NEW LITHOGRAPHIC MAP of CHELTENHAM, 7s. 6d,

FAIRTHORN ON LIVER AND BILIOUS COMPLAINTS,
8vo. Os,

ADVICE TO THE YOUNG WHIST PLAYER, by the late
J. Mathews, Esq. 2s. Gd.

BATH GUIDE, with Maps, &ec. 3s.

OXFORD DITTO, 4s.

DR. JAMESON on the CHANGES of the HUMAN BODY,
Bvo. s, 6d.

DR. HERSCHEL’s celebrated LUNAR TABLE, 6d.

DOMESTIC COOKERY, by a Lady, 12mo. 7s. 6d.

FAMILY RECEIPT BOOK, 12mo. 7s. 6d.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE REPOSITORY, 8vo, 12s.
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Turver and Hadley, Printers, Minerva Press.
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