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AQUA MEPHITICA ALKALINA; 3

yond his hopes, and has added greatly to his
happinefs ; not only by the relief he has him-
{elf experienced from it, but alfo by the op-
portunities it has afforded him of indulging,
in the moft difinterefted manner, his bene-
volent difpofition, by recommending its ufe
to feveral of his friends who laboured under
the fame malady.

Mr. Colborne was led to this difcovery,
partly from obferving the diffolvent powers
of alkaline falts upon the urinary calculus out
of the body, and ftill more by remarking the
changes produced by their internal ufe on the
urine of thofe affli¢ted with thefe diforders,
rendering that clear and of a natural colour,
which was before turbid and difpofed to pre-
- cipitation. The difagreeable tafte, however,
of the uncombined alkali, which is moreover
fo naufeating to the ftomach, together with
its cauftic, feptic, and irritating effects on the
animal fyftem, the urinary paflages particu-
larly, were great difcouragements to its ufe.
Could thefe be obviated by any combination
that would ftill leave the alkaline falt at li-
berty to unite with the acid that is fuppofed
to contribute to the formation of thefe cal-
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AQUA MEPHITICA ALKALINA. 7

water, but form other combinations incon-
fiftent, perhaps, with the effects to be withed
for from the remedy.  The intention there-
fore of mixing the falt of tartar with the
water the day before, and of the caution
recommended in pouring it off, is to allow
time for any precipitation occafioned by the
mixture to {cttle, as well as to feparate the
indiffoluble parts of the falt of tartar itfelf.
Nor is lefs attention necefiary in procuring
the falt of tartar pure and in perfection ; and
on that account it fhould be got from fuch
places only as can be depended upon. When
properly prepared, the alkaline mephitic wa-
ter {hould be per ectly clear and rather fpark-
ling, of an acidulous tafte, and totally free of
that difagreeable impreffion which alkaline
falts make on the tongue and throat.

About eight ounces by meafure appear,
from fome of the cafes, to have been taken
thrice in 24 hours for a confiderable time
together, and to have agreed well with the
ftomach, appetite, and general health; but
I apprehend moft people will think this too
large a quantity ; and I believe that, for moft
cafes, two thirds, or a pint of the alkaline

B 4 liquor






AQUA MEPHITICA ALKALINA, o)

yet no perfon, as will appear bg his very
judicious account, has received greater be-
nefit. I, however, think 1t would be ad-
vifable to abftain from acids, and from fuch
things as are {ulject to become acefcent, for
fome time before, and alfo after the time of
taking the dofes of the alkalne folution. I
do not find, either from my own obfervation,
or from the accounts of others, that any
very perceivable effets, fave that moft to
be withed, the abatement of the trouble-
fome {fymptoms, followed the taking this re-
medy. I have inquired of a very fenfible
perfon of this city, who has taken the folu-
tion in the largeft quantity of any that I have
known; and he aflfures me, that he found
no effect from it, fave that of gently open-
ing the body. |

Mr. Bewly fpeaks of a dofe of it that he
took affeting the head (with vertigo I fup-
pofe), and proving a pretty ftrong diuretic.
But fuch confequences have not been ob-
ferved by all thole perfons of- whom 1 have
had an opportunity of inquiring. The per-
fon before referred to, informed me, that
though it kept the body gently open, it had

: no






- B P BTalhl o
X o LE L »
E = 1 1
. ¥ \ ! 1 L o ok A%, L i
=% 3 O a ¥ r . . -
= ' = - . : - 1 - - = Fa - —
- ] C i Lk b | i 1 r -
5 - - 4 1 P
) al= 1 s a . .
- " . 4 ¥ 7 1 ’ 2 1 9 2 -







AQUA MEPHITICA ALKALINA. 13

was in a courfe of taking mucilaginous and
lubricating remedies.

After this he made trial of Mrs. Stephen’s
remedy, as prepared by Dr. D’Efchernay, of
which he took about an ounce in a day, once
or twice a week.

After this he continued free of nephritic
complaints about a year and a half. That
medicine, however, agreed fo ill with his
ftomach, producingnaufea, indigeftion, and
crudities, that he was obliged to leave it off.
About three or four months afterwards he
had another attack, which returned again
upon him every ten or twelve weeks. At
this time he was in a courfe of taking an in-
fufion of the wild carrot feed, and drank
diftilled water as his ufual drink.

In the 'year 1766, he made a trial of
Blackric’s lixiviam (or Chittick’s remedy) ;
and though it agreed with him rather better
than the foap, yet it was fo cauftic and irri-
tating to the mouth and throat, and p'mdur:f:d
fuch painful fenfations in his ftomach, that
he was obliged to leave it off; after which,
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AQUA MEPHITICA ALKALINA. 19

motion. The pains in the kidneys, never-
thelefs, ftill continued ; and the laft paroxy(m
fhe had of this kind, which wasin 1779, was
fo violent, that her life was defpaired of for
ten or twelve days. At laft, however, after
taking large quantities of oily and mucilagi-
nous remedies, the free ufe of optum, and the
warm bath, an oblong {tone was dilcharged,
about the fhape and fize of a large orange {eed.
As foon as fhe had recovered a little ftrength
after this fevere attack, {he began, in the fame
year, to make trial of the aqua mephitica al-
‘kalina, taking fix or feven ounces twice a day,
which fhe ftill perfevered in. Since that
time fhe has had no more nephritic attacks,
has parted with no calculi, and her urine con-
tinues clear and free of fediment. She often
feels a fenfation of weight, and fome uneafi-
nefs in her bladder, buthas not any bloody
water,bears exercife well, isable to walk for an
hour or two at a time, and ufes a carriage
almoft daily without pain or aggravation
of uneafinefs, Her general ftate of health,
though valetudinary, has been much better
fince the trial of this remedy than before,

Since the above cafe was drawn up, and
fent to the printer, 1 have received the fol-

lowing account : .
C2 ¢ In
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AQUA MEPHITICA ALKALINA. 23

folution faturated with Fixed Air, without
any other addition ; though he occafionally
made ufe of the effervefcent faline draught,
when a machine for impregnating the water
with Fixed Air was not at hand.

T%e Rev. Dr.Cooper’s Letter to Dr. Dobfon.

<< Pear Sir;

¢« It gives me great pleafure to hear you
defign taking up the pen again in favour of
Fixed dir. The efficacy of that volatile prin-
ciple (when combined with fome alkaline
falt) in putrid and other diforders, is fuffi-
ciently manifefted in your very ingenious
Commentary on that fubjet; and nothing
now is wanting completely to eftablifh its
charaéter, than the making better known to
the world its fuperior virtues in nephritic
complaints alfo. Of this fuperiority, I am
fenfible, you have feveral proofs before you,
even in this place, and fome of them much
ftronger than perhaps my cafe may be ; ne-
verthelefs, if zbat can in the leaft degree pro-
mote the caufe of truth, and afiift your bene-
volent defign, it is moft heartily at your fer-
vice. Indeed, I feel myfelf under fo great

C 4 obligations
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AQUA MEPHITICA ALKALINA, 27

however, that my health, {pirits, and appe-
tite began to be afflicted by the feptic regi-
men, enjoined to affift the operations of the
lixivium, I thought it high time to leave it
off; and foon after had the additional morti-
fication to know, that, whilft every thing elfe,
that could render life an object of defire, was
about to leave me, my calculous complaints
remained firm and rooted as ever.

¢ From this cauftic medicine, I turned my
eyes to Perry’s Solvent, which, as I found its
charaéter and virtues came ftrongly recom-
mended to the public under the fanction of
manyrefpectable names, I lamented I had not
thought of {fooner, and confidered all the time
as thrown away, which I had hitherto be-
ftowed on other remedies. My application,
however, to this boafted medicine, was fol-
lowed by no better fuccefs than what had at-
tended me before; for at the end of three
months, during which time I took it, [
found all my fond hopes and expectations at
once deftroyed by one of the fevereft fits of
the ftone I had ever felt. Willing to give
this celebrated folvent the faireft trial, I per-
fevered in the ufe of it long after I found it

by












AQUA MEPHITICA ALKALINA. 31

moft falutary and agreeable to the nature and
conftitution of the human frame, fuch as
wine, milk, fruits, vegetables, and the like.
On this account, the medicine in queftion has
certainly great advantages over thofe of the
cauftic kind ; for the fame reafon, perhaps,
it may be fuppofed to yield to them in folvens
powers. Neverthelefs, if, as experience fhews,
it prevents the formation of thofe fubftances
in the kidneys and bladder, which form the
buman calculi, or the increafe of them after
they are formed, its claim to merit as a preven-
tative 1s equally great; at the fame time, when
its perfect innocence, nay, even beneficial
effeCts on the conftitution, are taken into con-
fideration, few people, I believe, will hefi-
tate to pronounce the Medicated Water and
Fixed Air fuperior to all other medicines hi-
therto recommended for nephritic complaints,
A fair trial of them for three years, will, I
hope, fully juftify me in afferting this fupe-
riority; and if health, eafe, and comfort, are
bleflings we all covet and defire, the having
reinftated me in the happy enjoyment of
them, when well-nigh loft, muft ever entitle
the Salt of Tartar and Fixed Air remedy to

By
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AQUA MEPHITICA ALKALINA. 37
well be fuppofed, attended thefe evacuations.
For thefe fymptoms he took, by advice,
Blackrie’s ligiviom, from forty to eightydrops,
. thrice a day, in veal broth or onion pottage,
and made a large ufe of onions alfo in his diet.

His pains and bloody urine increafing under
this regimen, he was induced to make trial of
honey, which he took to the quantity of near
half a pound daily, ftill continuing the ufe of
the lixiviam. The honey feemed to aét as a
{trong diuretic, and to aggravate his pain {o
much, as to render it neceffary to be laid
afide, as well as the lixivium. He then made
trial of water, fimply impregnated with Fix-
ible Air, for about a month, but without any
fenfible relief,

He next, by Mr. Colborne’s advice, entered
upon a courfe of the Alkaline {olution im-
pregnated with Fixible Air, fimilar to that
above defcribed, which he commenced fome-
what more than two years from the prefent
time, taking eight ounces of it thrice every
day. 1In lefs than three weeks after his firt
taking 1t he experienced the moft effential
benefit ; his pains abated, his urine became
clear and of a nataral colour, without any

D 3 {ub-






AQUA MEPHITICA ALKALINA. 39

isnow of a healthyand ruddy complexion, hale
and ftrong in his body, appetite and {pirits
good, bears exercife well in a carriage, and is
able to walk five or {ix miles at a time without
fatigue, or any other inconvenience, and gene-
rally walks as far daily, whenever the weather
will admit of it. I had the fatisfation this
day (April 14, 1787) of feeing the perfon
whofe cafe is here defcribed. He is1in perfect
health, and ftrong and active for his years,
and has had no return of any calculous com-
plaints thefe two years. He has continued,
and ftill continues to take regularly every day,
the Mephitic Alkaline Water,

The perfon whofe cafe is bere related, conti-
nues to take the Mephitic Alkaline Water occa-
Jonally, but not conflantly ; and is quite free
Jrom bis former complaints of the calculous kind.

November 25, 1791.

The perfon bere referred to, is, I am informed
by bis family, free from any calculous com-
plaint at prefent 5 but bas had one or two at-
tacks, which were but very flight. He bas bow-
ever been far from regular in the ufe of the
remedy, baving often omitted it for a confider-

able time togetber.
D4 CASE






AQUA MEPHITICA ALKALINA. 4.1

brance, during which time he had avoided the
ufual {fymj toms of this complaint. It was
water impregnared with Fixed Air, to two
quarts of which'he put two ounces of falt of
tartar. He took a fmall quantity of this twice
a day, in which he put fome fugar, and about
two tea-fpoounfuls of juice of lemons. Hevery
kindly treated me with a glafs whenever I
called upon him ; and as foon as I returned to
Taplow, I fent to town for a Fixed Air appa-
ratus. I gotitin January 172, and imme-
diately entered on the courfe prefcribed by Dr.
Cooper: only that Idrink histwo dofesat once,
and put the juice of half a lemon igto mine,
as my ftomach agrees well with acids Since
I have taken this, I have voided no gravel :
nor have I {een any fur on the chamber-pot,
its ufual forerunner.

“ If this account may be of any fervice to
Dr. Dobfon, or his patients, he is welcome to

make what ufe he pleafes of it ; for I may fay
with Dido,

“ Haud ignara mali,” &c.

Dated Taplow,
Apr. 8,1783.

T he
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my letter in the new publication you have

in hand.
I am, Sir,
Your obedient humble fervant,
G. HAMILTON.”

Mr. Hamilton is fince dead; but, as I bear,
bad no return of any calculous complaint.

CALStE # VI,

Wiiliam Ainflie, Efg. of this city, a gen-
tleman between 80 and go years of age, ac-
cultomed to take much exercife, in hunting
particularly, was feized in the year 1780 with
a pam and irritation in the urinary paffages,
accompanied with a difcharge of blood, This
continued eight or nine days, but without his
pafling any gravel or fand.

He continued tolerably well (though not
without frequent irritations of no great con-
fequence, in which, however, nothing of a
calculous nature was voided) until Auguft
178 1, when he was again feized with violent
pain and irritation, accompanied with bloody
urine, which came on after exercife on horfe-
back, After fome time his urine became

clear,
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AQUA MEPHITICA ALKALINA: 5t

as it fell to pieces by the preflure of my
fingers, I account for my having this {tone
by my having in April laft broken my glafs
apparatus, and my not being able to get an-
other for the {pace of a month; and in this
interval I apprehend the ftene was generated,
I ftill continue the Alkaline Water impreg-
nated with Fixible Air, taking about one

third of a pint three times a day.”

CASE VIIL

Lieutenant-colonel Gould, aged 55, for-
merly of the third regiment of guards, was
fubjet to gouty attacks at little more than
thirty years of age, which have, at intervals,
attacked him ever fince. About nineteen years
ago, he was taken with frequent ftoppages of
urine, that would fometimes continue three
or four hours, and were not relieved but by
the ufe of a bougie, which he was obliged
frequently to have recourfe to, and once even
to wear one conftantly for two months toge-
ther. Thefe fits at fir{t had long intervals,
but of late years have become more frequent.
His urgings to make water were {o frequent,
that the retaining of it was very difficult, and
often impracticable. His urine was moftly

E 2 turbid,






AQUA MEPHITICA ALKALINA. 3

general health, but his urine ftill continued
turbid and feetid. About the latter end of
Auguft laft, he had a flight and favourable
fit of the gout, which lafted about three
weeks; his urine, however, continued as
before. On Friday, October 7th, he began,
by Mr. Colborne’s advice, to take the Aqua
Mephitica Alkalina, of which he drinks
about one third of a pint twice a day: he
takes it with'a little hot milk, and it agrees
perfectly with his ftomach. His hours of
taking, are about two in the afternoon, and
about fix in the evening. It tends to keep
the body regular as to ftools, but has no far-
ther purgative effects. It has fhewn no
ftimulating effets upon the urinary pafiages,
as his wants in that refpect are much lefs fre-
quent than formerly. In five days time, af-
ter he firft took it, his urine began to grow
clear, and void of mucus or feetor, and to
be eafily retained. He can now keep it three
or four hours, and pafies it, though not with-
out pain, with much lefs than he formerly
did. It is of a moderately pale amber-colour,
void of fmell, and will keep twenty-four
hours, and probably would much longer
without fuffering any change, and leaves no
fur on the chamber-pot. His health and ap-
E 3 petite
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formed fomewhat more than eight years pre- -
vious to the writing of his firft letter to Ben-
jamin Colborne, Efq. which bears date Jan,
27, 1786. He there mentions that he is fa-
tisfied that another is formed in his bladder ;
and though he does not there mention the
{ymptoms that induced him to be of that
opinion, it may reafonably be prefumed that
he muft, from fad experience, be fufficiently
qualified to decide upon fuch a queftion.
Having feen in one of the monthly publi-
cations an account of the fuccefs of the Aqua
Mephitica Alkalina, he made trial of it accord-
ing to the receipt there put down, which by
miftake directed two ounces of falt of tartar
inftead of one, to be diffolved in two quarts
of water. This he tried for near fix weeks to
a pint and half daily, but without any abate- .
ment of his {ymptoms, fave that his water,
which was before turbid, and depofited a fe-
diment that adhered to the veflel, became
almoft clear,

Mt. Colborne, however, having informed
him of the miftake in the printing the re-
ceipt, and advifed him to make trial of a fo-
lution of half the ftrength only, he in his
next letter, dated March 7, 1786, gives a

E 4 more












AQUA MEPHITICA ALKALINA. 59

carred at longer or fhorter intervals, and at-
tended with more or lefs pain, until a period
of about 15 months preceding the prefent
time, when he firft had recourfe to the Me-
phitic Alcaline Water. Of this he took about
half a pint daily, of the ftrength mentioned
in the former part of this work, and perfe-
yered in this courfe for about a month or fix
weeks. During this fpace he always dif-
charged with his urine pretty large and nume-
rous particles of coagulated blood, but with-
out any pain. 'This appearance caufed him
to {ufpect that the medicine operated upon
the urinary pafiages with too great violence.
On this prefumption he gradually reduced the
~ ftrength of the folution, and at laft found that
three drachms of falt of tartar, diffolved in
two quarts of water, was the proportion that
agreed beft with him. Specks of blood are
{carcely now ever to be feen in his urine. Of
the preparation above mentioned he takes,
and has for fome months taken, about half
a pint daily, and often a lefs quantity.
Mr. Melmoth’s health i1s much better now
than it had been for feveral years previous to
his trial of the above-mentioned remedy, and.
his ftrength much reftored. He is alfo at
prefent able to walk about the town without

exciting
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and with fome, though but little pain. For
thefe complaints he had recourle again to the
infufion of Burdock root, but did not find the
fame eafe from it as before. That year and
the following he took a confiderable quantity

of Adams’s Solvent, but did notexperienceany
relief from it. For the two or three years

next fucceeding, he ufually had, in each, two
or three attacks ; but they were moderate, and
relieved by gentle diuretics with the addition
of opiates. During the two years immediately
preceding his laft attack, his paroxyfms were
lefs frequent, but more urgent, and attended
with more bloody water, and more frequent
excitings to pafs his water, and greater pain in
the urinary paffages, which continued to be
very troublefome for fome nights, but went
off in the {pace of two or three weeks. On
the 3d of Febuary 1785, when the froft was
very intenfe, he had a fmart attack, attended
with many urgings to make water, which he
did about thirty times in the courfe of the
night, and paffed his urine tinged with blood.
Ina few days however thefe fymptoms abated,
and his urine flowed freely and plentifully,
and became of a good colour, and paffed avith-
out pain. During the time he was in bed he
was fubjett to a flow of pale clear water,
which caufed fuch quick returns of inclina-

9 tion
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the urinary paffages. In May 1786, he began
to take the Mephitic Alkaline Water; and be-
fore he had taken it a fortnight, he found
relief, and in about fix weeks could walk or
ride on horfeback without any difcharge of
blood, and the mucus difcharge was much
leflened. During the courfe of laft winter he
had one or two attacks, which were appre-
hended to proceed from his drinking cyder ;
his ftate of health 1s now eafyand comfortable;
he has walked ten miles, and rode eighteen
with much eafe ; can work whole days 1n the
garden, but 1s cautious of any violent exertion,
as he fometimes feels the ftone as a weight,
and has frequent calls to make water, and
fometimes has a mucus fediment in his urine,

Taken from a letter of Charles Sheppard, Efq.
dated Caftle Godwin, April 11, 1787,

C.A S E. XTI,

The Rev. Arthur Evans, about 50 years of
age, and of a {corbutic habit of body, has
been for fome years afflicted with frequent ne-
phritic compliints. In November 1735, he
was feized, in a moft violent manner, with
repeated vomitings and pains in the kidneys,
In December following he came to Bath ; and
having the pleafure of Mr. B. Colborne’s ac-
quaintance, he confulted him, whokindly gave
his advice, and recommended the immediate
ufe of the Mephitic Alkaline Water, advifine
th_ree or four f{poonfuls of boiled milk to bz
mixed in the water till the ftone had paflid ;
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My, Evans is fince deads but the diforder
awhich carried bim offy bady Iam mﬁrrmerf’, 70
connexion with any complaint of ‘tbe urinary

paffages.

C A §S:E XIVir

The following Cafe is that of MS Bran-
- thwayt, Efq. of Taverham near Norwich,
as related by himfelf. L

“ In June 17835, I was feized with a flight
fit of the gout; and during the time the gout
was upon me, Ifclt a violent pain quite round
my body, but more particularly in my right
kidney, attended with a frequent inclination
to make water, which pafled from me very
flowly, and with much pain. = At this time
Mr. B. Colborne, of Bath, came to vifit me,
and upon infpecting my chamber-pot, found
that my water was coftee-coloured, and, from
my defcription of the fymptoms I had felt,
fuggefted to me that I had the ftone. For-
tunately Mr. Benj. Colborne had a fmall tra-
velling apparatus with him to make the Aqua
Mephitica Alkalina: he made me fome, and

ks after
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had any {ymptoms of the gravel or pain in
my kidney.

Taverham, near M. S. BRANTHWAYT,
Norwich,

¢« Finding fo much benefit from the Aqua
Mephitica Alkalina, I recommended it to a
poor woman in my parifh (by name Kidd),
who has been afflicted with the ftone and
gravel at different times between 20 and 3o
years, during which time fhe has voided many
{fmall ftones. This poor woman being al-
ways an invalid, paffing by her doer, I called
‘to afk her how fhe did, and found her very
ill with a nephritic complaint. 1 made her
fome Mephitic Alkaline Water, and after
taking a few dofes the was much relieved, and
continued mending for three weeks, when
fhe voided two ftones, one near an inch long
the other about the fize of a pea, weighing
together 24 grains. She continued drinking
the water fome time after, during which time
- fhe had no return of her gravelly complaints,
and thought herfelf in better health than fhe
had been in for many years. I tried to per=
fuade her to continue the Aqua Mephitica
Alkalina ; but fhe faid fhe had no {[ymptoms

12 of
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My Branthwayt has I hear continued well
fince the date of the above letter, although be
bas left off the ufe of the Mephitic Alkaline
Water four years.

QLA SLE XV,

Adrian Abbot, cabinet-maker, being in
London in the year 1775, and employed in
his bufinefs, whilft he was carrying a coffin,
it being high above his head, it ftruck againft
a building, and ftrained him in the fmall of
his back. Three days after this accident he
pafled a confiderable quantity of blood as he
went to make water. From that time to the
year 1783 he had frequent inclinations to
pafs his water, and a conftant pain in the
imall of the back, and frequently a mucous
difcharge of a light yellowifh colour, if he
exerted his ftrength to any confiderable de-
gree. Some time afterwards he was feized
with a total {toppage of his urine, for which
he was bled by the advice of a furgeon, and
took medicines, and in about a week his urine
paffed eafily. About fix months afterwards

he had another attack of the fame kind,
which,
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tion, that be is quite well, and bas bad no re-
turn of bis complaint, but [ill continues taking
the Mephitic Alkaline Water.

CASE XVL

A tradefman of this city, of the name of
Ralph, had for many years been troubled
with a ftricture, occafionally, of the urethra,
which caufed frequent obftructions to the
paffage of his urine, for which he was obliged
to ufe bougies, which gave him great pain
without producing any permanentrelief. Du-
ring the {pring of the year 1785, his com-
plaints returned fo frequently, and with fuch
violence, that it was not practicable to pafs a
bougie. In this melancholy condition no-
thing but opiates afforded him any relief,
which were obliged to be large in quantity,
and frequently repeated. In the month of
May in the fame year, he had an abfcefs in
perineo formed, which difcharged a large
quantity of matter, and healed in about a
month’s time. His difficulty however of
pafling his water continued, and his urine was
Joaded with mucus. Nearly in this ftate he
continued until the eleventh of December

1786
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mentioned time, he has had little or no return
of his complaints, and is in every refpect
better in health than he has been for the laft
feven years. Before he took the Alkaline
Mephitic Water, he was not able, even
when he thought himfelf tolerably well, to
work at his bufinefs for two days together.
Although this man has taken the Alkaline
Mephitic Water for four months, it feemed
to have very little effect on a fragment of the
fame calculus, mentioned in the experiments
before related to be made with urine. Yet it
appeared to be of an alkaline nature, by its
changing paper ftained with juice of turnfole
to a blue colour.

Mr. Ralph continues perfeétly well, but Jtill
ufes the Mephitic Alkaline Water, which is
now become wery agreeable to bis palate. He

grows fat under the ufe of it, and his com-
plexion becomes florid.

December 1, 1791.

Mr. Ralph is now quite well, and bas not

taken any of the Alkaline Water for the Jpace
of ten or twelve montbs. St

CASE
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mended daily. He has now taken the Me-
phitic Alkaline Water for two months, has
no tenefmus on pafling his water, can retain
it well, and pafs it in large quantity, and the
mucus is but little, and that of a thin con-
fittence compared to what he formerly voided.
He eats, drinks, and fleeps well ; 1s able to
labour in his bufinefs, and is upon the whole

in better health than he has been for feveral
years.

This perfon continues perfectly well, although

be has left off taking the Mephitic Alkaline
Water.

December 1, 1791:

This perfon continues quite well, and bas left
off taking the Alkaline Water near two years.

CiA S E, ZVILL

The Reverend Henry Wilfon, Vicarof He-
ver(ham, near Kendal in Weftmoreland, aged
6g_years, had been for fome time afflicted,
principally at intervals, with a complaint of
the urinary paffages. This was much aggra-
vated by wet or cold, and even by moderate

8 exercife
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him in a letter I received from him in the be-
ginning of September laft. His laft account,
however, is much more fatisfactory.

In a letter dated November #th, 1788, he
fays, <« Every difagreeable circumftance at-
tendant on my complaint, has now left me.
1find myappetite greatly improved, my health
extremely good. I am as equal to any exer-
cife of walking, &c. as I have been for feveral
years, though entered upon my 7oth year.

¢ Cold and wet were ever inimical to my
diforder ; Sunday duty, therefore, or a fu-
neral, or being a few minutes in a fhower,
brought on my complaint, which continued
troublefome for three or four days before it
left me: but I feel no inconvenience at pre-
{ent by being confined in my church for more
than an hour and an half at once; norin
being expofed to a ftorm of wind and rain
- for the fame fpace of time.

“ I muft own it requires a ftrong refolu-
tion, and no little faith in the efficacy of this
medicine, to continue the ufe of it long to-
- gether ; and I drank it for more than three
months, before I perceived any benefit from

G it ;
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a ftone in his bladder, and was founded, but
no calculus was difcovered. He paffed every
morning a large quantity of vilcid mucus, of
a dark colour, and fometimes mixed with
a little gramous blood, but not more feetid
than common urine. The acid and alkaline
draughts (as recommended by Dr. Hulme)
were then tried ; but as no effect was obferved
from their ufe in the {pace of three weeks,
they were laid afide, and lime-water made
from oyfter-fhells fubftituted in their room.
The patient, however, growing worfe, the
lime-water was left off, and an infufion of the
red bark advifed and perfifted in until a fevere
flux obliged him to lay afide all medicines
except aftringents and opiates. When this
ceafed, he returned again to the bark, which
he took thrice a day, with five drops of lau-
danum in the laft dofe. He had, at this
time, a continual thirft, though no fever,
and almoft every other fymptom incident to
fuch complaints, to a very diftreffing degree.”

The above ftate of the cafe was fent to me,
dated September 23, 1788, defiring my opi-
nion. I advifed a continuation of the ufe of
the bark in fmaller quantity, and to try the
alkaline water with hot milk, as direCted

G 3 above,
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an acute pain in my kidneys, a numbnefs in
my thighs, with great ficknefs at my {tomach,
and an head-ach ; here my former treatment
failed, and the medical gentlemen advifed me
to embark for England, which Idid; my dif-
order continued with little intermiffion from
pain to the 24th of September, when on my
paflage home, and after fix days torture, there
came from me a {tone about the fize and fhape
of a lemon-feed : from this time until July
1787, I was never ten weeks free from pain,
and pafled above one hundred and fifty {tones
(exclufive of fmall gravel) ; {fome larger than
the firft which I pafled, and few {maller than
an hemp-feed. 1 had the beft medical advice
whilft in England, and adhered ftriétly to their
diretions for fome years; foap-lees, four and
five pounds of honey in a week, wild carrot,
and flax-feed tea, and numberlefs other ex-
periments I tried, but without relief; bloody
urine, lofs of appetite, and continual pain, had
fo much debilitated me, that I could {carcely
walk, ftand, or ride; and Ialmoft began to de-
fpair ever of meeting with any thing that
could give me eafe, or remove my complaint :
but early in June 1787, fortunately for me, a
gentleman who refides moftly at Bath did me
thehonour of avifit,and ftrongly recommended

Mr.
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been taken to no effe. On being informed
of her fjimp'ﬂoms, I recommended two ounces
only of “the AlKaline' folution, impregnated
with Fixed Air, to be taken three times a day.
It agreed perfeétly well with her ftomach : 1n
the courle of a' week fhe found herfelf fenfibly
better in her general health ; the urine became
clear, and the remaining nephritic fymptoms
Jeft her. ‘The lady has continued the folution
one month, and is exceedingly well without
taking any other medicine.

C A S E XXIIL
Communicated by Mr. Perry.

Thomas Shell, of this town, aged 13 years in
September 1787, applied to me, at the requelt
of Mr. Colborne, to be founded for the {tone.
He had great pain and difficulty in making
water, which came away by drops. He alfo
complained of a bearing weight at his funda-
ment, where nothing uncommon was to be
perceived: From his {ymptoms, I founded
him; and found'a ftone in his bladder. 1 de-
fired him to inform Mt. Colborne of this cir-
cumftance ; which'he did, as I was informed,
by the gentleman, who humanely and gene-
roufly took him ‘under'his care, and adminif-
tered the folution  with more than ufual good

H effect,
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then the laudanum and milk was omitted. He
had not taken the water above a month or fix
weeks, before he retained his urine perfectly
well ; which he continued to do, whilft he took
the water; but on leaving off the ule of the
water fora few days, his diforder returned, and
- continued as before mentioned, for a month,
till he began again taking the water, which
had the fame good effect as it had before for
three or four months. But by leaving off the ufe
of the watera{econd time, hisdiforder returned
as before. About the beginning of O¢tober
1788, he began again on the water, and in -
five or fix days time he could retain his urine
again, and did {o till December 2, 1788 ; and
then, by his own neglect in not continuing to
take the water, though but for four or five '
days, his diforder returned a third time; but
now he promifes not to omit it for the future,
and is likely to do well.
December 1ff, 1791,
Whilft Fobn Fuffell was in a courfe of taking
the Mephitic Alkaline Water bhe retained bis
urine perfecily well 5 Out be bas not taken any
Jor feven or eight ma?zr_é'.r. He now f[ays, that |
whilfl be continues at bis work ina  fitting pofture
be can retain bis urine ; but that, if be ufes much
walking exercife, it comes from bim in [mall

quantities,
H 3 CASE
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| “ fanuary 23, 1790.

¢« Mr. William Gofwell, dealer in timber,
of Woodftock in Oxfordfhire, now fifty years
of age, had, previous to the year 1786, been
feveral times afflicted with pain in the neigh-
bourhood of the kidneys, which was fome-
times attended with difficulty in making wa-
ter ; twice, when thus affeéted, the pain was
fo confiderable as to induce him to fubmit to
the exhibition of a clyfter, which immediately
relieved him; and he formed no other opinion
of his complaint than that it was a cholic. In
the autumn of the year 1786, he was fuddenly
{eized with a violent pain in the right kidney,
extending from thence acrofs the lower part
of the abdomen towards the bladder : the pain
brought on vomiting, and lafted forty-eight
hours, without intermiffion ; the water, du-
ring this time, came away in drops, and was
bloody : at the énd of forty-eight hours he
became eafy, the urine then paffed freely, and
was no longer bloody ; he continued eafy for
feven or eight days, when, riding on horfe-
back, he had a fudden call to make water, but
found, when he attempted to obey this call,
that he couldvoid {carcely any, and theattempt
brought on confidérable pain in the urethrd.

H 3 He
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a frequent inclination to make water, which
was always on thefe occafions voided in {mall
quantities at a time, and exhibited the ap-
pearances above mentioned : he was eafy no
longer than while he kept himfelf in a ftate
of reft. : bame

¢¢ In this fituation, a very diftrefling one to
a man of an active mind and in an active bufi-
nefs, he remained more than a year and half;
in which {pace he had good medical affiftance,
gave a fair trial to many medicines, and ob-
ferved great regularity in diet.  Among the
medicines were lime-water and theinfulion of
the wild carrot feeds. The lime. water induced
an unpleafant ftate of coftivenefs ; but he did
not think that it at all relieved his complaint :
of the infufion of the wild carrot feeds he
{peaks more favourably, and is clearly of opi-
nion that at times it gave him confiderable
relief. - He obferved that during this period,
his chamber-pot was always covered with a
pretty thick fur, and thathe fometimes voided
bits of gravel.

‘“ AboutApril 1789,when his complaint had
rendered him more thin, weak, and difpirited,
Mr. Knipe, a clergyman who ferved a church

H 4 in
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night withoutufing his chamber-pot; whereas
before his amendment, even when eafy, he was
obliged to ufe it four or five times in the courfe
of a night. 'He cannot help thinking' that the
quantity of urine has been greater fince the
taking of this medicine than it was before his
indifpofition, though the quantity of liquids
which he drinks is not greater. He was dif-
pofed to coftivenefs before he took this medi-
cine ; that difpofition i1s now removed, and thé
body is kept regularly open by it. He has
recovered his flefh and {pirits ; his appetite is
good ; but he fays, that did not fail him much
during his illnefs.

¢« He took a pint of the water daily for {ix
months; fince that time he has taken two
thirds of a pint only.”

Copy of a Letter from Mr, William Gofwell,
to Dr. Bourne, Oxford.

“« IR, Woodeott, Nov. 28th, 1vgr1.

«¢ Since I had the honour of explaining my
cafe to you in January 1790, have had no re-
turn of my old complaint. I have fometimes
obferved fome fandy fediment at the bottom
of the chamharnput but felt no pain or un-

eafinefs
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ride out a little way, though I went the mofk
gentle pace poflible ; and I coul_d not walk in
the garden without my water being moft part
of it blood, and it would even be fo if I did
but walk about in the parlour; I had befides
fuch frequent urgings and irritations to make
water, though it was only for a few drops,
that they came upon me ten or twelve times
in a quarter of an hour; and the acrimony
was fo great, that after the laft drop the pain
was almoft death to me. 1 was often obliged
to change my fhirt for a diy one, and that
would be in the {fame wet condition. in. five
minutes time; fo that for fome weeks I was
even offenfive to myfelf; and at lat I was as
bad: as ever any perfon could be, and my
pains as intolerable ; and- as calculous difor-
ders have been hereditary in my family, and
proved fatal to fome of my anceftors, I began
to give myfelf, up as incurable: when (hap-
pily for me) the lady of the nobleman who
franks this letter hearing of the deplorable
way I was. in, fent me your book of cafes,
with the directions for making the Aqua Me-
phitica Alkalina; and as I faw fome cafes in

1t nearly fimilar to my own, particularly Dr.
Cooper’s, I immediately fent for a glafs ap-
paratus from Parker ; and as I had, among

other
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the bougies, they have feemed to rub againft
fome very hard rough {ubftance near the neck
of the bladder ; but, on withdrawing them, I
never could obferve any impreflion had been
made on them. During my wearing bougies,
from 1779 to 1786, I had many total {top-
pages of urine, from which I could always re-
lieve myfelf during the firft part of the above
period, by introducing a catheter ; and after-
wards the paffage became too narrow for the
{malleft catheter 1 could get, and I made ufe
of a {mall bougie. From 1786 I left off the
ule of bougies, and continued to make urine
with difficulty ; but had not any total ftop-
page until December 1790, when, having
drank one evening rather freely of fome very
ftrong brandy and water, I had frequent 1rri-
tations to make water, which I then pafled
with fome difficulty ; and the next evening
being again engaged in company, I very im-
prudently retained my urine a long time
(though irritated to pafs it), until I felt the
- ufual {ymptoms of {uppreflion, I had no fleep
during thenight ; and being obliged togofrom
home five miles, I went on horfeback ; and
being a very wet and cold day, I felt a chill on
my {kin, made many attempts to pafs my
urine, but without effe€t. 1 returned home,

L2 ordered
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¢ T continued the MephiticWater duringthe
months of May, June, ]uly, Auguft, and
September; was free from pain, or {tone, but

now and then (though feldom) a little yel-
lowifh fand, and a little fufpended mucus:

< As I found itin my conftsitution rather more
diuretic than formerly, and as I had been fo
long in a manner eafy, I had determined grg=
dually to omit it, and to return to itagain after

a fhort period.

‘¢ But, to my furprife, on Oétober rathlaft,
I voided a {mall angular ftone with very little
pain ; fince which, to this prefent day, No-=
vember 23d, I have been quite free from
any complaint of the calculous kind.

¢ Query >—Was this finall angular ftone left
behind in the bladder from June ift, fince
which day none had paffed, till O¢tober 12 ;
or was it generated under a courfe of the Me~
phitic Water, during the many months Itook
1t ?—1It {feems to me moft probable, as it does
to Dr. Fothergill, that the ftone, being {mall,
remained 1n the kidneys, or bladder, and was
not generated during the courfe of the Me-

phitic Water.”
Briftol Wells, Nov, 23d, 1791,

K 2
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¢¢ The patient complained, after taking the
firft dofes, of fome pain in his belly, which

however went off foon. The patient beganin a
few days to void more urine, but mixed with

a prodigious quanity of tough {lime, fome-
what refembling jelly, which funk to the bot-
tom of the chamber-pot, and adhered fo
ftrongly to it, that, after the urine was ftrained
off, it did not fall out, although the veflel was

kept inverted.

“ The quantity of mucus which the patient
pafled during the firft ten or twelve days was
not lefs than a pint a day: the pain, which
was very great during the time this mucus
was pafling, decreafed gradually, in proportion
as more urine was pafled along with it. After
having taken the medicine twenty-five days,
almoft every {ymptom of the difeafe had left
him, his urine became of a natural colour, and
no {lime was to be feen in it. He continued
from this time the ufe of the Alkaline Water,
but took only half a pint daily. After having
thus taken thirty-two pints, he became per-
fectly free from every complaint, and his
health continued good for five months; butin
January 1791 he acquainted his phyfician,

that fome {lime began again to make its ap-
K 4 pearance
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{ecreted more and more copioufly ; and fhe
was in a few days almoft well; and her ap-
petite increafed.  She continues {till the ufe
of the medicine.

<« In a letter of the fame phyfician, dated
Delft, July 4, 1791, the following very re-
markable cafe was communicated to me :

¢ A patient labouring under the ftone ap-
plied to Dr.Van Breda, who advifed him to

the ufe of the Alkaline Water: by the ufe of
~ which he foon began to pafs a number of fmall
ftony concretions, generally about the fize of
a fmall cherry-ftone, which were eafily bro-
ken by the fingers, and proved to be laminated
white covers, or fhells, containing another
kind of {mall ftones, very {fmooth, brown, and
much harder than their covers, and of dif-
ferent fizes, fome being no bigger than a fmall
pin’s head ; befides thefe laminated ftones or
fhells, he pafled alfo a great deal of the {fame
kind of ftones, already broken into two, three,
or more pieces, and a proportionable number
of the brown fmooth ftones; which it was
evident had been, whilft in the bladder, fhut
up in the laminated white ftones; of which
covers or fhells the laminated fragments were

evidentl}r
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evidently the broken remains. His urine be-
came alfo charged with a whitifh fediment,
which, not being diffolved in urine, was only
fwimming in it as an heterogeneous matter,
which was in appearance cretaceous, and of
the fame nature with the fhells or covers of
the fmall fmooth brown ftones. At the time
this letter was written, the patient had voided
{o many of thefe {mall {ftones or nucleufes and
their fhells, that, if they had been put together,
would have been as large as a pigeon’s egg.
Dr. Van Bieda {ent me {fome of thefe calculi,
I was farther informed that this patient, after
having pafled a great quantity of thefe calculi,
and of the apparently cretaceous matter, grew
daily better, and was, October13, 1791, quite
free from pain in making water. Though his
phyfician thought he was not yet radically
cured, yet he himfelf was fo far fatisfied, that
he left off taking the Water, contrary to Dr.
Van Breda’s advice. That phyfician found the
white fhells above mentioned diffolved eafily
in the Aqua Mephitica Alkalina, but that the
brown fmooth kernels did by no means dif-
folve {o eafily in the fame Water; they how-

ever at laft grew fpongy in this Water.

¢ By examining the ftones myfelf, I found

that neither the white covers, nor the brown
4 nucleufes
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nucleufes effervefcid, either with vitriolic
acid, or with falt of tartar.

¢« On breaking fome of the hard brown ker-
nels, and obferving them with a microfcope,
I found they had about their centre a {mall
{mooth cavity, in which, very probably, there
had been another original nucleus, though I
did not aétually find it: or perhaps it flew
away, or broke by the blow, by which I broke
the brown kernel ; or perhaps it efcaped my
fight by its {mallnefs,

¢ The fame phyfician cured alfo lately a
patient labouring wunder fevere rheumatic
pains in his hands and feet, accompanied
with occafional fwellings. Six bottles of the
Aqua Mephitica Alkalina performed a com-
plete cure. 1 will now give you a fhort ac-
count of my own cale.

“ After having paffed, fince the year 1780,
(when Ireturned to Vienna, after an excurfion
to France, Holland, and England), an almoft
conftant contemplative and fedentary life,
contrary tomy former active manner of living,
I found myfelf at laft afflicted (being then at
Paris, 1788), almoft at the fame time, with

' both
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both the gout and the gravel. The pain begin=
ning in the left kidney, went down to the
bladder, where a ftone, half an inch long, and
one fixth partof an inch indiameter, remained
for fome days, and gave me very excruciating
pain, principally in making water. I at laft
gotrid all at onceof thefe ominous fymptoms,
by pafling the ftone without any difficulty or
{train. Soon after this period I began to pafs
now and then one or two {mall ftones, allvery
hard, reddifh, and cryftallifed: my chamber-
pot was very often lined with a red fandy fur,
and I found myfelf at the fame time afHicted
with fymptoms of biliary concretions. I got
three or four times, in the fpace of three or
four months, the jaundice; which was always
preceded by a very troublefome pain at the
upper part of the abdomen. 1 took the ad-
vice of {everal of my medical friends at Paris ;
but none gave me more f{atisfaction than that
which I received from my old friend Count
Carbury, a very learned man, and who for
many years had been honoured with the place
of body-phyfician to their Royal Highnefles
the Count and Countefs d’Artois. He ad--
vifed me to take every morning, two hours
before rifing, the exprefled juice of a whole
lemon, {weetened with fugar or honey, and

mixed
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mixed with about two chocolate-cups full
ef warm veal or chicken broth.

¢« The Count mentioned to me feveral pa-
tients who were cured by this remedy, among
whom was the late Doge of Venice, to whom
it was prefcribed by the late celebrated Baron
Van Sweiten. I continued the ufe of this
remedy for about eight months, and alfo took
daily about four or five ounces of honey. Al-
though I was not cured by the ufe of what
I have juft mentioned, yet as I had no return
of the moft painful and alarming {ymptoms
after having taken it fome time, I have reafon
to believe that it had fome falutary effect in
checking the violence of fuch a complicated
indifpofition.

¢ I left off, indeed, with fome regret, the
. ufe of the lemon juice, when I began to take
the Aqua Mephitica Alkalina; becaufe I had
fome degree of confidence in the remedy, and
partly becaufe it was to my palate the moft
agreeable thing I ever tafted ; exciting, be-
fides its truly delicious tafte, a moft enchant-
ing fenfation when it reached the ftomach,
which, like a true nepenthes Helenee, pervaded
all my limbs, and produced a new and du-

8 rable
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metropolis, I voided in the morning two {mall
ftones, very hard, and of a reddifh hue, and
compofed of thining eryftals. The next day
I found my chamber-pot lined with a red fur,
fharp to the touch.

¢« T went the fame day to vifit my old and
refpectable friend Sir George Baker, phyfician
to the King, who, on being made acquainted
with my cafe, advifed me to begin immedi-
ately atrial of the Aqua Mephitica Alkalina,
and gave me on the {pot a pint bottle of it,
which he happened to have in his houfe. I
took immediately half of it, and the remainder
towards night, and ordered immediately fome
bottles to be fent to me from the fhop to
which Sir George Baker directed me ; and
have continued the ufe of it from that time to
this day, taking regularly, every day, one
drachm of falt of tartar, neutralifed by Fixed
Alr, as in the Aqua Mephitica Alkalina. I
take one half of my daily quantity about two
hours before I rife, and the remainder on go-
ing to bed ; and have the pleafure to inform
you, Sir, that, fince the very day I began
the ufe of this remedy, I have remained quite
free from every fymptom of that dreadful dif~

erder, |
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during the two laft years; in which fpace
of time he had remained almoft in continual
pain, efpecially when making water ; arifing
from a frequent and almoft perpetual dif-
charge of fand, fmall calculi,and fharp urine.
About the beginning of laft fummer he began
to take the Aqua Mephitica Alkalina, and
in a few weeks found fo much benefit from
it, that he could work again as before’; his
urine paffed without trouble, and free from
any calculous concretions. The large ftone,
which he has ftill in his bladder, gives him
pain only at intervals, and in certain fitua-
tions or poftures of his bedy. This cafe,
and fome others, which fell under my exa-
mination, have fuggefted to me a more pro-
bable reafon than the one ufually given, for
the great relief which perfonslabouring under
the ftone in the bladder have experienced from
the ufe of the Caultic Alkali, or the Aqua
Mephitica Alkalina, although the {tone re-
mained undiffolved in the bladder.

¢ It has been faid by fome, that the ufe
of Alkaline fubftances (thoughexperience has
fhewn fuch effect to be contrary to their na-
ture) produced upon the furface of the ftone
a covering of mucus ; but I think it more
L rational
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{till in a morbid ftate. He perfeveres in the
ufe of the remedy.

«¢ T can aflure you, that among thofz who
have continued the ufe of the Aqua Mephitica
Alkalina for a long time together, I have not
obferved that any indifpofition whatever,
which could be afcribed with any degree of
probability to the ufe of the medicine, had
taken place. On the contrary, the digeftion
and ftrength of the patients, which in many
(among whom I may reckon my{elf) had been
impaired by long and fevere fufferings, have
been in general remarkably improved.

¢¢ Several cafes befides, in which a perfect
cure was obtained, in complaints of the cal-
culous kind, by the ufe of this remedy, have

been communicated to me in different letters,
fince I difperfed the information concerning
its efficacy upon the Continent, which Idid
in two papers inferted in the two firft parts
of a new chymical journal, publifhed in Hol-
land, and entitled, Sckeikundige Bibliotheck.
But as the particular circumftances of thefe
cafes were not accurately defcribed, [ can
only fay in general, that the ufe of this re-
medy prevails more and more abroad in pro-
L 2 portion
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Since this time he has had no return of his
complaint ; nor has he made any bloody
urine (which before this the gentleft exer-
cife ufed to promote), aithough he fometimes

walks three miles.

He ftill continues to take the folution ; as,
before the laft attack he ufed at times to void
{mall pieces of ftone, but no whole one, which
he altogether attributes to its ufe.

WM. ATTHILL, SurcEoN,
Garp. Harwoonp.

Many other accounts of the good fuccefs
of the remedy have been received both by Mr.
Colborne and by myfelf ; but feveral of them
were {o imilar to thofe already related, that
it was judged unneceflary to augment the
bulk of this pamphlet (perhaps already too
large) by the infertion of them, and others
were not permitted to be authenticated with
the names of the perfons who had received
the benefit. It was at firft my intention to
infert none but fuch as had the name of the
perfon annexed, as a voucher for the truth of
the narrative: this, however, is departed
from in a few inftances; but in thofe I can

teftify
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Another fragment of the fame, weighing
fifty-four grains, treated as above-mentioned,
loft in thirteen days thirty-two grains.

Another fragment of a calculus, of a light
ochrous colour, and clofe texture, weighing
forty-one grains, loft by the fame treatment,
in thirty-three days, eleven grains only.

A fmooth white calculus was fawn into
two pieces, one of which, weighing 29 grains,
was put into the alkaline folution, but im-
perfectly faturated with fixible air; the
other, weighing twenty grains, was put into
an equal quantity of the folution perfectly
faturated : after ftanding twenty-eight days,
the firft had loft fix grains, the other eight
grains.

A human calculus was divided into four
parts ; the firft, No.I. weighing twenty
grains, was put into the faturated alkaline
folution, made of the common falt of tartar
of the fhops ; the fecond, No. II. weighing
nineteen grains, was put into a fimilar folu-
tion made with a proportionable quantity of
the oleum tartari per deliquium ; the third,
No. IIl. weighing 18 grains, was put into
an alkaline folution made with falt of tartar,

procured
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AQUA MEPHITICA ALKALINA, 167

the pain in them is generally moft accute, juft
as the laft drops are difcharging.

People who have ulcers in the urethra at-
tended with ftricture, generally void purulent
matter previous to the coming away of the
urine, which laft, by being long retained,
{ometimes caufes abfcefles 1n the perinzum

“and fuppreflions of urine.

I have known perfons, of both fexes, ad-
vanced in life, complain for many years of
frequent urgings to make water, which comes
away by little at a time, and is generally of a
wheyifth appearance, and, after ftanding twenty-
four hours, depofits a large mucous [ediment,
“fometimes a fuppreflion takes place. All the
cafes of this kind in which the Mephitic Al-
kaline Water was tried, found more or lefs
relief, one only excepted, which on exami-
nation proved to be a fchirrus of the os uter.

In violent paroxyfims of the ftone or firan-
gury, I have advifed the ufe of opiates com-
bined with the Mephitic Alkaline Water.,
Fifteenor twenty drops of the thebaic tinéture
may be taken in a quarter of a pint of the
water, and occafionally repeated. A bag of

M 4 oats
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and diftrefs incident to the diforder, and by
the violent remedies which were ufed previous
to his becoming acquainted with the efficacy
of the Mephitic Alkaline Water. Time,
the only teft of truth, in fuch inftances, feems
to have afcertained the fact of his recovery
beyond any poffibility of doubt. Upwards
of thirteen years have now elapfed fince he
began to make trial of this remedy, and du-
ring that time he has had no other interrup-
tion of eafe than what might, as clearly as we
can trace any occurrence in medical practice,
be afcribed to the omiffion of the remedy be-
fore the tendency of the fyftem to generate
calculus was fubdued. That time, however,
appears to be now arrived, as far as fuch a
thing can be determined ; he having been
able to lay afide the ufe of the remedy for
feveral months together, without enduring
any {fymptoms of his former complaint, which
had before recurred with confiderable vio-
lence on a much fhorter interruption, Iam
happy, that at the interval of three years I
am able to repeat the account given in the
laft edition of this work of Mr. Colborne’s
ftate of health. That gentleman’s appetite,
ftrength, complexion, and {pirits, bear the

fulleft teftimony to the innocence, if not to
N the
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Had the remedy ‘been difcovered earlier, it
is probable, from the effects mentioned
to be produced by it in Cafes XVI. and
XXVII. that it might have wrought a per-
fect cure.

Cafe IX. is an inftance where a great
temporary advantage was gained; but his
complaint proving at laft to be an ulcer of
the bladder, no unlikely thing to take place,
after a repetition of the operation of litho-
tomy, the Alkaline Water, though 1t afford-
ed much alleviation, was unable to work a

cure.

Cafe X. proves that in fome cafes a very
weak folution of the Alkaline Salt, and taken
but in {mall dofes, may prove an efficacious
remedy, even in a cafe wherein all the fymp-
toms were of the moft painful and urgent
kind.—¢ It alfo proves, that after a long

ufe, the tendency to generate calculus may
be overcome, and the remedy omitted with

fafety.”

Cafes XI. XII. XIII. XIV. afford "the
moft fatisfactory proofs of benefit received in

fuch diforders; but are nowile particular,
N 3 fave
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count, which ftates that the patient has con-
tinued well, notwithftanding his leaving off
the Alkaline Water for three years, although
the whole time he ufed it did not exceed one
year, that the difpofition to generate calculus
is fooner overcome by this remedy 1n young
fubjeéts than in thofe who are farther ad-
vanced in life,

Cafe XX1V. fhews the efficacy of the
Aqua Mephitica Alkalina, in a complaint
evidently arifing from the nature, and pro-
bably from the ftimulant qualities of the
urine,

The repeated good effects that followed
the taking the medicine, and the return of
the complaint on its being laid afide, amount
to as full proof that fuch relief was owing to
the remedy, as the fubject is capable of af-
fording.

Cafe XXV. which the reader can fcarcely
fail of obferving to be drawn up with great
accuracy and propriety, is a notable inftance
of the efficacy of the remedy, which does not
appear to have been weakened in its efficacy,
or to have had the benefit arifing from its,

ufe,
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ftances is often fufficient to caufe great pain.
Experience proves that this is frequently the
cafe ; but it is equally certain, that large cal-
culi both of the kidneys and bladder have
remained there many years with little trouble
or uneafinefs, and that even the pain produced
by paffing them is by no means proportioned
to their fize. A pretty large concretion, com-
pared with the diameter of the urinary ducts,
is mentioned, in one of the Cafes above reci-
ted, to be difcharged without pain; whilft
others of a lefs bulk were often accompanied,
in their paffage, with great torture, and large
effufions of blood.

The particles of fand, that come away, are
often too inconfiderable to caufe theuneafinefs
that is experienced, were not the membranes
that line the duétsin a ftate of inflammation,
and conftant irritability. This acrimonious
condition of the urine is almoft conftantly ac-
companied with a difpofition to precipitation,
Hence the turbid appearance of thisdifcharge
in fuch paroxyfms, which the fufferers often
vainly. flatter themfelves to be the crifis of
their diforder, when in reality it 1s no more
than an indication of its: prevalence. Both
thefe circumftances the faturated alkaline fo-

lution
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