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[ 6]

law, furely no perfon of candour will refleét
upon me for employing the beft means that
can, I think, tll the progrefs of Science
fhall have furnifhed fome new hints, be ima-
gined for attaining one of the moft defirable of
all purpofes---even though I thould not at laft
be more fuccefsful than others haye been
before me. And with this refleétion, I fhall
for the prefent conclude my apology for afpir.

ing to be ufeful.

Tue oLp Mepicar WriTers, and indeed
~ modern writers on the continent, divide Con-
fumption into a great multitude of {pecies or
varieties. It is no wonder that we, who are
certainly their fuperiors in the logic of Medi-
cine, fhould rejett diftinétions founded upon
ftates of the body merely imaginary, or fuch as
are not eharaétterized by figns obvious to the
fenfes. I am neverthelefs difpofed to think that
there exifts a more eflential difference between
different cafes of Phthifis Pulmonalis, than the

Britifh prattitioners in general feem willing to
admit,
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[ 26 7

The other variety of Con{umption fets inf af
lealt with very different fymptoms, though I
believe in its progrefs the higher oxygenation
of the fyflem takes place: The ruddinefs, at
leaft, of the tongue is confpicuous at an
advanced period of the difeafe (d). This vari-
ety has been called, on account of the prodi-
glous expecttoration of mucus at its commence-
ment, the pitwitous or catarrkal Confumption,
I have feen the countenance pale and bloated,
and {eemingly but not really cedematous, in the
firft ftage. In one recent inftance where a
very copious expetloration of mucus preceded
for a long time the appearance of pus and the
formation of the regular heétic fever, this
fever vanifhed together with the purulent

expeltoration ; and a true anafarca, not a mere
; cedematous

(d) Aceedit tandemy febris primum erratica, horroribus calori crebro
intersertis, dein plerumque post pastum accedens, tandem uno feré
tramit: decurrens, post meridiem et vesperam versus exasperatd.
Que postquam impetiit, macies celer gradu increscity siti hand parum
molestd, lingud purd quin rubicundd, sputis subinde adeo tenacibus
at suffocationem minentur.

Murray de phthifi pituitofd, § 7.
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[ 42 ]

through a tube, held in the mouth, and fo
expire through the noftrils, They are indeed
at firlt apt to refpire with a greater effort than
ordinary ; but even in this particular they very
foon correét themfelves.

I once thought of annexing drawings of my
apparatus to this letter. But as I am in hopes
of being foon furnifhed with materials for ano-
ther publication upon the fame fubje&, and as
in the mean time the apparatus will hardly fail
to receive confiderable improvements, I con-
cluded that it would be more advifeable to
defer the engravings for a few months. I have
however provided a model for the infpeétion of
fuch perfons on the fpot as may be interefted
in acquiring an accurate idea of the method of
treatment. I have alfo found it neceffary to
provide a portable apparatus for the ufe of
patients unable to quit their beds or their
apartments : And of this alfo T intend to pub-
lith a drawing and a defcription. It may per-

haps be faid that I fhould bave done better if
I
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[ 58 ]

of the legs, anc[_ in fome of the affefions
termed {crophulous. 7. In Palfy. 8. Does
not the leaden complexion in Schirrus indi-
cate a deficiency of oxygene? Superficial
readers will perhaps be tempted to charge me
with inconfiftency for imputing difeafes, mark-
ed by fuch different {ypmtoms, as fcurvy,
typhus and {chirrus to a deficiency of the fame
conftituent part of animal bodies ; but you will
allow that it is perfeétly confonant to analogy
and therefore probable, that difeafes, widely,
differing inform, fhould be producedas this prin-
ciple is more or lefs withdrawn, and as it is with-
drawn more or lefs rapidly.----Having men-
tioned fchirrus, it is fuperfluous to fay that
oxygene air fhould be tried in cancer alfo.
9. In Hydrophobia and fome other defperate
difcafes, no one, I fuppofe, would objett to
the trial of various mixtures: of air, even

though we are totally deferted by-theury.

1t is needle{s to continue this enumeration.

Every perfon, who underftands the principles,
will
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L 661

of air without occafioning heélic fever; but on
their {urfaces being expofed to the contaét of
the air by opening them, heétic fever is occa-
fioned in a very few hours. From this caufe
arifes the advantage of opening large abfcefles
by meéans of a feton paffed through them.
Hence where a wound is required to heal by
the firft intention (as it is called) as in com-
pound frattures, it muft carefully be confined
from any accefs of air. And hence laftly the
reafon, why ulcers of the lungs are fo difficult
to heal, viz. becaufe they are perpetually ex-
pofed to a current of air, What part of atmof-
pheric air is hurtful to ulcers, whether it be the
oxygene in too large a quantity, as your inge-
nious reafonings {eem to-countenance ; or too
great a proportion of azotic air, I hope your
¢autious experiments and your particular atten-

tion to confumptive patients will {foon decide.

One agrecable circumflance attending your
application of different kinds of air to con-

{umptive













[ 787

becoming more eoloured. There can fcarce indeed be a
doubt concerning this effeft of oxygene air, Dr. Fourcroy
exprefsly mentions the heightening of the complexion in
the patients who breathed it under his infpeétion ; and
this might have been fully expeéted from the change which
blood undergoes, when brought into contalt with oxygene
air ; which, if {uch an expreflion were allowable, deferves
to be confidered as the true sweetner or purifier of the
blood. Mr. Chaptal experienced great benefit from this
air in a cale of humoural afthma®* fimilar to that which
I have mentioned laft.---To what I have before faid of the
convulfive cough preceding phthifis, it may be added that
in Dr. Fourcroy’s patients when the difeafe returned with
increaled violence, the firft {ymptom was a dry, convul-
five cough: It is remarkable that both Fourcroy and
Chaptal ufed oxygene air unmixed with atmo{pheric. This
can fcarce be proper in any cafe-Inftances may occur
in which an caly method of oxygenation might be prac-
tifed. 'We draw in at every infpiration about twelve cubic
inches of airat a medium, By a full infpiration after a
careful

* Believing that this air would be bencficial whenever le poumon est
engorgé par des humeurs pituitenses, f'ai essaye, fays Mr. Chaptal de
le faire respirer d un asthmatique qui eneffet & ete PRODIGIEUSE-
MENT souLaGE. {Annales de Chemic iv. 22.} It fhould not be
omitted that in one of My, Chaptal's phthifical cafes, the firft
effeét of oxygene air was fuch that in three weeks the patient was
able to take pretty long walks, though before {o weak that he ceuld
not quit his beds In this and another cale it produccd great abi-
mation and gaiety (7. ¢l



























































































































