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tum, some recent discoveries of the pro-
perties of disregarded simples*, give hope
at least, that this calamity may find its
appropriate antidote. Whether the discovery
of a remedy for the paroxysms of Gout
or for the disorder itself, be the effect
of accident, or the result of profound in-
vestigation, would be, to the afflicted,
indifferent ; and - the public claim to its
benefits equally obligatory on the dis-
coverer. But, when we have seen that a
new discovery in medical physiology, of
the highest wvaluef, should require the
skill and the perseverance of a JENNER,
to remove prejudices, and to mature it to
public advantage; how shall the writer of
the following narrative, unsanctioned by a
professional education, even dare to men-
tion, much less expect to induce a justly-
sceptical world '(the race of gouty valetu-
dinarians) to believe, what from experi-
ence Jie believes, THAT GOUT MAY BE

* Digitalis, &c. + Vaccine Innoculation. 3
' CURED!
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qualities of vegetable substances by the
appearances they exhibited to the eye: so
much so that he could, very generally, re-
solve for himself, and point out to his
comrades, that such a tree bore sweet
or sour apples, &c. by the configuration of
the leaf, or the twig. . He will not here
stop to speculate on the cause of this pro-
pensity, of on the degree of perfection
which it attained. He is satisfied that it
has been the source of much gratification
to hlim; though he has sometimes been
sharply bitten for the moment, in conse-
quence of the urgent desire he always
felt, to taste the fruit, or the leaf, or the
bark, of any new, or untried plant, that he
chanced to meet with. And it will be
equally fruitless to lament that his desti-
nies have forbidden this inclination to be
cultivated in the genial soil of medical
and botanic science. Nor will he presume
now to inquire whether mnature, in her
ample magazine, have provided an adequate

cure
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dislodged—and has never again intruded on
his repose. By this experience, he was
convinced that the fruit was not deleteri-
ous—and he knew, before, that the * birds
“of the air” fed on it greedily.

At the age of between thirty and forty
he became subject to gout. In the summer of
1798, he was attacked with a fit of extreme
severity. The sufferings which this brings
on will need no comment to those, that
have felt the pangs occasioned by this
obdufate ‘intruder: ~while ‘those more fa-
voured, who have mnever suffered by its
baleful depredations, will be unable to
concelve its tortures, even by means of the
happiest pencil and the most vivid colour-
ing. Though pretty well aware that the
faculty could mnot relieve him, yet the
pain was so extreme, and the inflammation
so high, that it seemed like indiscretion

not to obtain their advice. A practitioner®

* Mr, John Causer, Stourbridge, Worcestershire.

of
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In five or six days after the first ex-
hibition of this remedy for his gout, he
went thirty miles, on a visit to a friend, in a
gig, where he stopped two nights. When he
returned to Stourbridge, he found Mr.
William Slark, sen. a respectable trades-
man, No. 10, Cheapside, London, who,
travelling in the country, had called on
him. Mr. Slark observing that the writer
drank, with his beverage, a preparation
from this fruit, an explanation took place.
And this interview is mentioned as a con-

necting link 1in tracing out the regular

progress of the narrator’s experience, and

the impulsive steps that have brought him
before the public. For, Mr. Slark said
that he was himself somewhat subject to
theumatic complaints; and requested a
few bottles, if it could be spared. He
had some. In November was received

from him the following letter:

¢ London,

— e
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“very much: he sweat with pain. I gave
‘8 bnttle of the tincture; and -called
“ yesterday to see him. I found him so
““much recovered that he had got on
“again his shoes. And he told me that
“he had never found such speedy relief
“in his life (for he had frequently ha;téi
“oout before.) He sent this cwﬁferﬁing for
“a second bottle; and has dressed him-
‘““self to-day, and walked down stairs with-
“out help. This bottle, I doubt not, will
“ perfectly cure him: of which I will in-
“form you in my mnext. I think this a
“ capital ecure, for I never saw a man so
““bad in my life.”

This corroboration of the utility of the
mediciﬁc, was sufficient to determine the
‘narrator to be provided for his own se-
curity—the good effect of which precaution
he soon experienced. For his next perio-
dical fit of gout (soon after Christmas)
a few days after he had been 11}11::11 chilled

with
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this was slight, and did not confine him a
single moment.

If he had now conceived an idea that
this medicine, properly applied, might great-
ly retard, if not wholly prevent, the recur-
rence of gout; he hopes this will be con-
sidered as a natural extension of faith, fos-
tered by the premises, rather than ‘the
“Dbaseless fabrick” of empirical whimsey.
Those who reason from anology will tolerate
the presumption, if it were such—but he
has experienced, in his feelings, an ample
remuneration for the hazard: for he enjoyed,
in consequence, a quiet interval of two
years and a half without any gout. He
has heard it said, that a gouty man would
do wrong to be cured of his gout—that
- the recurrence of the fit purifies the bedy,
and preserves it from every other disorder.
Without offering any opinion ‘on this point,
he will only declare, that for more than
three years he has had but one fit of

gc-ut ¢
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so much severity that it was with difficul-
ty he could get down stairs in the fore-
noon. To him the remedy was recom-
mended. It was taken: and the next
day he was about the town, and in his

usual business, in his boots. Mr, Brown

had had gout before.*
The

* Since that period he has given the following tes-
timony.

Stourbridge, April 15, 1801.

“ I, the master of the Crown-inn, certify that I
¢« have received speedy, and efficacious relief in- the
¢ gout, by a tincture given me by Mr., — -,
« and am willing to testify the same, for the benefit
“ of others if required. Witness my hand,

‘“ RoeT. Browx.”

On the 9th July 1802, Mr. Brown received a let-
ter from a gentleman of family in Buckinghamshire, re-
questing information about his knowledge of the me-
dicine for the cure of gout—for the gentleman was
himself gouty; and it had been recommended to him
by Dr. Beddoes. A short time after Mr. Brown answered
him thus.

o e
¢ The medicine you allude to is I believe a certain
¢ cure for the gout, It cured me about three years

¢ ago, nor have I felt any symptom of the disorder

¢ till
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whether they exhibited it properly them-
selves, and, thereby, be deterred from the
atteinpt: or, by inattention to the pro-
cess; or, an improper dose, find no bene-
fit from the application of it; they might
think it worth nothing. It would not be
the business of any one to provide a ma-
gazine where, in genuine excellence, it
might be had recourse to by those that
would wish to give it a reasonable trial
And as to the second expedient, he was
never ambitious enough of the mname of
quack-doctor to come forward in propria
personz that way. Moreover, he believes
that the greatest number of sufferers from
oout have an intellectual palate, too nicely
pampered to relish advertised medicines,
unless their regular physicians are willing
to prescribe them: and thus in the cata-
logue of “ Gout cured by God's bles-
sing,” it might counteract that general
consolation that it is hoped it will, if dis-
creetly managed, one day afford.

The
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inquirer; and facilitate a measure which
they are pleased to call good.

To prevent unfair trials, and prejudiced
or fabricated reports; and that the medi-
cine may be withheld, until its utility
shall be fully established, under the strict
guardianship of medical caution and expe-
rience, it has been thought best that, it
should, for the present, remain under the
controul of a few practitioners in different
quarters of the kingdom. Two are already
in full possession of a knowledge of the
remedy, and the mode of administration,
A quantity has been lately forwarded to a
practitioner of great eminence, at Liver-
pool. When a few others are fixed upon
in convenient situations, of which the
public will be duly apprized, a sufficient
opportunity, it is hoped, will be afforded
for that part of the faculty and the pub-
lic, which shall feel interested in having
the pretensions of this remedy ascertained,

to
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able. To be a little more explicit on this
point, the invalids and the medical per-
sons, with whom the discoverer has com-
municated, all agree, that in case his ex-
pectations are realized, he shall be intitled
to an ample remuneration, either from pub-
lic bounty or the liberality of individuals.
If he were in greater affluence, he trusts
there would be nothing dishonourable in
expecting something like an adequate
compensation on the presumption of hav-
ing

g, without the slightest hint. or analogy

from books or persons, put human society
in possession of so great a blessing.

The writer will not make any comments
on the experience and the opinions of Dr.
Bradley and Dr. Beddoes. They will add
what appears to them right from what
they know of the remedy: but he will
subjoin a few cases that have fallen under
his own mnotice, apart from their observa-
tion, since his coming to town, and first

commniu-
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Mz. EDWARD JACKSON, of Edmon-
ton, six miles from ZLondon, house painter,
plumber and glazier, and a member of the
Loyal Association, aged about thirty-six,
for seven or eight years had been subject to
two or more fits of gout in the year; some
of which had confined him two months to
his bed, and four from his business. He was
violently seized, in both his feet and hands,
on the 22d of August, 1801. = His pain,
for three days, was so extreme, that his plaints
reached the neighbouring houses, in one of
which a lady, who had gone there for the
benefit of the air, and who shortly before
had been on a yisit to the family where the
reporter lodged---and  who had in conse-
quence known what he used for gout---men-
tioned it to Jackson’s family. They imme-

diately aﬁp]icfl for some of the medicine.
It
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had made him predict a long confinement.
Six days afterwards the visit was repeated ;
and' the patient was at the inn, where he
had gone on business, reading the news-
paper over a tankard of porter: he -was
now able to walk about the town without
crutches or stick. It should be added,
that this patient slept considerably the first
night after he began to take the medicine,
and that his sleep was refreshing.

It is a fact well known at Edmonton,
that Mr. Jackson's gout always attacked
him with tremendous fury; and, that he
suffered much subsequent constitutional de-
rangement. Indeed, he confessed himself
most severely injured in his business, by
reason of his frequent and long confine-
ments : but Lis hopes, fortunately for him,
now assume a more cheerful aspect. At
“the period of his half-yearly attack last
winter, he felt symtoms of approaching

gout
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his  gout increased in violence—rising to
one of his knees, and considerably con-
tracting it. This gave him fresh alarm ;
as it never had operared on him in that
manner before. Mr. Jackson again renewed
his persuasions; and an application was
made for the medicine on the Saturday
morning. The next Wednesday he was
visited by the reporter. He was in his
shop, among his customers. He said, that
on the Sunday he could walk about his
room: and, “on the Monday, went to
Smithfield Market, to buy cattle. This
effort, he replied, was against the advice of
his friends, but his business was so circum-
stanced that he could not well avoid it;
and as he felt mno pain, he was in hopes
that it would not hurt him. Ile went in
his market cart. When he returned, it
being nearly night,-he said he was alarmed
at the re-appearance - of his gout, and
thought that he should pay dearly for his
temerity ; but, by taking the medicine a

little
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About the 16th of October, 1801,
Mr. - HHALE, a considerable Tradesman,
No. 8, St. Ani's Church-yard, Doctor’s-
Commons, was attacked with Gout in both
feet and hands, with ‘such severity, that
he was confined to his bed. On the 19th,
through the interference of Mr. Slﬁrk,
mentioned in the former part of this nar-
rative, he requested a supply of the medi-
cine. The next day after it was adminis-
tered, he could walk in his room—and
the third day he felt no pain whatever from
the complaint though his hands and feet had a
swelling and red appearance still left: and in
less than ten days he was about his busi-
ness, without his goutyshoes. He had, for
many years, been subject to violent fits
of gout—and he remarked, that the symp -
toms preceding this fit bad been such,

as foreboded a long and severe confine-

ment.
CASE
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a wine glass or two of the beverage;
generally in the evening: and he has de-
clared, that ke is persuaded it is by that
alone, that he has been so long without
his gout. He is a person of good dis-
cernment—which, with his experience, gives
weight to the opinion. This 1s the only
case where the medicine has been taken
with a special view to the prevention of
gout ;' except in the discoverer's own
person,  The fact also urges the expedi-
ence of a liberal inquiry into the intrin-
sic merit of this medicine, and the best
manner in which it may be used.

The foregoing case (it being now No-
vember, 1802) requires an addition. Mr.
Wheeler was attacked with gout about the
18th of May last. Its appearance was con-
siderable in his feet, attended with disa-
bilitjr; though not so much as to pre-

vent
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A4 CASE OF GOUT
Communicated by Mr. E. T. LUSCOMBE, of

the Rovar Scors GrEYs.

Mr. JOSIAH BRIDGE, Surgeon in
the Rovar Navr, aged forty-one, was,
at Sydenham, in Kent, on the 7th of
October, 1802, violently attacked with
the Gout, to which he had long been
subject. The shoulder was first affected,
and he could not move his left arm to
- his head; first from the violence of the
disease in the shoulder, and then from its
attacking the elbow. From thence on the
10th, the hand on the same side became
inflamed and very painful. On the 13th,
the right knee was severely attacked.
Foreseeing, by experience, his future suf-
ferings, and having frequently heard me
state the relief I had seen gouty patients
receive during the time I was with Dr.

Bradley,
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believe, as little likely to speak rashly as
any one belonging to the profession.

This passed early in October, 1801. I
had soon opportunities of mentioning the
supposed discovery to some, whom it
deeply cf}néﬂmed. Of course I did not
venture to recommend the remedy, but
prnducedl the discoverer’s and Dr. Brap-
LEY’s communications; being very willing
to superintend the trial, if any one should

choose to venture upon it on these grounds.

The cases, of which I have had per-
sonal expﬁi'iﬁllce or information from me-
dical correspondents, are not very nume-
rous. But they mnaturally fall into twao
classes : one, in which a deficiency of the
remedy, its very recent exhibition, the em-
ployment of other medical means at the same
time, or speedily losing sight of the patient,
left the result uncertain; another in which
these causes did not operate to such ex-

tent, I shall begin with the former class,
All
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must be immortal, unless he takes a gout-me-
dicine.  The more imperfect cases therefore
are meant but as relatively such ; nor would
they be worth recording, if in so serious
a concern, it were not, at this period of
the enquiry, a matter of conscience to lay
the whole of the evidence before the pub-
lic.

1. A female complained during my visit
to a consumptive relation, on whom she
was attending, of gout in her stomach.
On questioning her more particularly, she
described herself as suffering from pain,
and sense of coldness there, with much flatu-
lence. She said her family was gouty
and that she had sometimes had tension
and throbbing in the ball of the great
toe for many hours together, though no
-full inflamation had ever settled there,
Very frequently shootings in the foot had
alternated with the affection of the ali-
mentary canal, under which I found her

‘ suffer-
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7. A hale yeoman, aged 39, who had
been subject to the gout but for two years
and a half, and had suffered but three pre-
vious attacks, took the medicine in the
commencement of his fourth fit. The on-
set threatened as much pain, fever, and
milammation as are ever seen in what is
called healthy gout. All uneasiness vanished
in twelve hours: and the pulse had fallen
from 104 to 82. On the third day the
patient was about out of doors. I consider
this as perfectly decisive for a single trial
But I lost sight of the patient almost im-
mediately, and am unacquainted with his

address.

8. Mr, Crowther, Woolstapler, of Wake«
field, Yorkshire, very active and consider+
ably above 70 years of age (if my me-
mory does mnot fail me,) for the last ten
years has generally had two arthritic parox-
ysms in a year: one in spring, and one late
in autumn. Each fit generally lasts three

or
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The following is the degtee of disor-
ganization left by the gout. This minute
description is introduced that it may be
known if any improvement arises in the
course of time.

Right hand-wrist free from injury.
Joint formed by the metacarpal and first
bone of the thumb enlarged, as also are
the correspondent joints in the two next
fingers, but their motion is nearly free,
Motion of the joint formed by the first
and second phalanx lost in the index, and
much impaired in the middle finger. In
the little finger the motion of the termi-

nating joint 1is lost.

Left-hand, wrist free. Thumb, metacar-
fal joint enlarged, motion impaired: ter-
minating joint not enlarged, but motion
impaired. In the two next fingers, meta-
carpal joint ‘enlarged, and motion a little

impaired. Motion of the terminating joint
of
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Crowther, of Wakefield, now finds it much
more easy than before to distinguish be-
twixt the osseous depositions on the joimts
and the thickened periosteum; but judici
ously adds, that this advantage is probably
owing to the constant rubbing and stretching.
It is indeed  highly improbable that the
medicine externally should have any pecu-
liar effect in forwarding abserption. A
quarter of a year’s similar treatment with-

out it will determine the point.

On the 7th of November, 1802, Mr.
Crowther was attacked with the gout in
his right foot. Conceiving the attack to
be slight, he made use of the pediluyium
in the evening, and deferred taking the
tincture till the symptoms should become
more urgent. In the afternoon of the
eichth, the pain became severe, and *“he
commenced,” says Dr. Crowther,  taking
the tincture according to your directions,
and had very little pain after Tuesday,

since
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quired confidence in the gout medicine as
safe, T encouraged Mr. Waller to try it.
He took two pint bottles in the course of
Iittle more than two days without effect,
I then proposed that some blood should
be taken from about the head; he was ac-
cordingly twice cupped in t_he.nape of the
neck, to at least twelve ounces each time.
On resuming the medicine for about a
day, and not before, a perfect and strong
gouty inflammation took place in the lower
extremities, and the head became quite
free. 'The patient indeed declared the fit
to be the most acute he had experienced
for twenty years, The inflammation kept
up for as long a time as I should have
expected in a case left to'nature; and this
in spite of several pint bottles in the course
of a month. But the doses were often
not briskly followed up, Nor did I advise
such as I should now, During a slow

convalescence, the head was often dis-

agreeably affected, but not, fora consider-
\ able
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I therefore gave him the new medicine undi-
luted ; it was soon followed by a sense of great
heat in the stomach, and in less than an
hour the pain had completely ceased. The
pleasure he felt on the occasion may be
more easily conceived than it is possible
to describe. I urged him now to continue
in a regular course of the medicine, but
he obstinately refused to comply, saying,
he would keep it by him for another
occasion. It was mnot many days after,
ere such another alarming occasion presented
itself, whereupon having 1mmediate recourse
to the same means of relief, he had the
happiness and satisfaction to experience
the same beneficial influence. Ie has ever
since been gradually growing better, and is
now able to sit ufr the greater part of
the day. If called upon to speak as to
the effects of the medicime, I can adduce
the most respectable testimony of having
administered it in the most debilitated

state of the constitution, as well as n
the
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During the next short interval, which
did not amount to a fortnight, I con-
tented myself principally with giving vola-
tiles for the coldness in the stomach, and
regulating the diet so as to obviate the
languor that had been (especially for a
year and a half) perpetual in the morning
and the evening feverishness.

On the return of the pains, antimonial
powder with opium, was exhibited so as
to produce gentle perspiration for two days,
but without any effect in mitigating - the
pain, or preventing its attacking part after
part.

I then determined upon another full
trial of the gout-medicine. I shall ascribe
to it none of the ease which the patient
soon felt, but he came less exhausted and
with his nerves less shattered out of this at-
tack, than had been the case for years.

Before,
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In justice to the proprietor I think it
right to mention-the following particulars.
When I asked, what use was to be made
of my suffrage, supposing I found the me-
dicine entitled to it? he disclaimed all
intention of making it a quack medicine,
justly supposing, that no substance in nature
could be expected to act uniformly in that
immense variety of ailments, comprehended
under the name of gout; that in many
cases, (as in arthritic pneumonia) prepa-
ration or addition would be necessary; and
declaring that he wished these and other
points to undergo the investigation of

professional men.

I felt that it would be desirable: to
myself, and imagined it might be satis-
factory to the public, that one physician,
should at' least be acquainted with the
nature of the substance. In consequence I
offered security for my silence. But the

discoverer disclosed his secret in confidence.
The

T
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ed the habit, as it would seem, and then
gradually acquired power over the paroxysms.
A regimen, adapted to the varying state
of the system, did much to prevent fever-
ish chills and heats. I was astonished to
find how totally this simple mode of alle-
viation had been hitherto neglected,

Were I obliged to lay before a gouty
sufferer what, according to my present opi-
nion, he might justly expect from the new
remedy, my representation would be nearly
of this kind. * The question of safety pre-
« sents itself first to every man of common
“ prudence. It is a question on which I
“ can throw no new light. The first trials
« are not of yesterday; and, in the trials
“ from first to last, you see there is great
“ yariety of habits, callings and stages.
¢« As far as I know from observation and
“ enquiry, every patient who has taken the
¢ medicine is alive; which is perhaps more
¢ than could be expected from the com-

| *“ mon
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“already those we have and such as may
“ occur hereafter, shall prove this opinion
“to be capricious, I shall readily give it
“ap. If it turn out just, I think I can
‘““account for the variations.

“What is the point, in which those,
‘““that have money enough to command
‘““the productions of art and nature, whe-
“ ther peers, simple squires or traders, most
; generall}f coincide? Is 1t not in labour-
‘““ing to undermine the constitution? Does
““ not almost every day contribute something
‘““towards weakening the vital stamina ?
‘Do not they begin early, and persevere
“uniformly, 1n eating and drinking to
“excess? Do they not, early also, if born
““to wealth or even to the chance of
“ acquiring it, give into other debilitating
“excesses, from which their inferiors are
“ happily preserved by hardship and fatigue?
“« When the organs are fairly worn down,

# instead of giving them respite, do they
““ not
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“free air, loses of its vitality or becomes
““less susceptible or dead to many agents.
“ All observation and all experiments upon
“ animals, of which a vast number might
““ be enumerated, agree in this conclusion;—
“that the gentry, (comparatively with the
“ yeomandry, for example,) stew themselves
‘““into this sort of lifelessness or insuscep-
“ tibility. Those who compare the diseases
“of the poor with those of the rich, will
“find that some capital articles of the
“ materia medica produce a much more
“ certain and speedy curative effect upon
‘““the poor. No one cause, perhaps, has
“ more to do with this than the difference
“ of heat, in which the parties live. ~The
‘“ other ways, in which the rich oversti-
“ mulate themselves without giving their
“jaded organs breathing time, doubtless

“ eontribute their sl1a1'e.

¢ This is not to be understood as if there
“ eould be no compensation. So much
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“ thorax. That great man who had such
“strong personal inducements to seek for
“ lenitives, and such power to observe and
“ distinguish what were ultimately hurtful,
“ when used early in the attack, dissuades
“ from opiates. (Sydenham opera, p. 476.)
“ And yet it is since his time that the

made three abstractions—the powers of life—the disease
—the trritation. When the two latter are combined
against the former, the odds become too great. But
opium, taking off the érritation, makes fair play. Now,
according to the best observers from SypENHAM
downwards, opium is one of the most powerful of all
agents in affecting the powers of life; in producing
permanent changes of the habit; in removing or aggra-
vating diseases. What then must be the consequence
of a man’s prescribing all day long, every day in the
'yuar, with such a notion as the preceding at his fin-
gers ends—especially if he considers gouty inflammma-
tion as an irritation to be taken off by opiates.
Should it be asked, who are you that take wupon
you thus to censure opinions, cutertained by a man of
Dr. WarREN’s _eminence? 1 have much to reply.
But it is enough to say, the higher the authority for
error, the more urgent to combat it. But, indeed, as
far as I know, Dr. Warrex’s aunthority was never
such in the medical world at large as to overawe the
enquirer, intent upon truth alone and careless about
fashion.
“ whole
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“ widely ceclebrated throughout Europe as
“a practitioner and writer.* The last case
“ but one seems to shew that this medi-
“ cine also may gain power on successive
“ exhibitions. But, at present, we have
“only hints for future observation, by no
¢ means, data for general inferences. Our
¢ prospect 1n one direction 1s, however,
“ encouraging. Gouty invalids, absolutely
“ palsied or standing, as it were, under the
“ tomahawk of apoplexy,are not made worse,
“The observation goes to remove one ter-
“ ror which every gout-remedy must justly
“inspire, But. 1 do not expect all who
“shall take this medicine to escape palsy
“ for ever. Does any man, who has had
“ much gout, require to be told how this
“ disorder shakes the nerves? Successive
“ paroxysms, then, may have wholly de~

» ;Non rarum est, primum ab assumpto cortice
paroxysmum adeo non imminui, ut et validdior inde
nsurgat invasio confinuato constanter remedio in prox-
ixmum. facile praecavenda. J. P, Frank, de cur

Hominuwm morbis I, 65, f
“ ranged
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expence of the gout. His reasons, as de-
tailed in his posthumous commentaries, are
well worthy of the curiosity of gouty suf-
ferers, though they will go much against
the grain of their self-love.  For every one
would rather suppose palsy and dropsy
owing to medicines which he can shun,
than to a pertinacious disorder. But as the
disorder 1itself produces the very conse-
quences, Imputed to the preparation, it
should seem as if these consequences had
been, with a great deal too much confi-
dence, wholly laid to the account of the
powder. However we may receive Dr.
HeBERDEN’S supposition that the Portland
powder is convertible into an useful gout-
medicine,  we must admit one thing on
the authority of this most accurate ob-
server. . Gouty people die evactly in the
same manner, whether they take the Port-

land powder or not,

Gouty
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new medicine for gout, more especially its
untoward appearances; for his only wish
is that its just character may be ascer-
tained.

Mr. PORTER, of the Victualling office,
Deptford, applied for the medicine some-
time in the first week of December 1802.
IHe had been for six or seven days con-
fined to his bed with gout: it was very
apparent and severe in his feet, knees and
hands; nor could it be said that any part
of him was free from it, except lus
stomach and head. He was costive, and
feverish. His appetite was very bad---even
to loathing; he had taken but very little
sustenance of any kind during his con-
finement, and a great degree of langour
was prevalent. Mr. P. is not a man that
looks on things indifferently. Ilis discri-
mination is good, and he sceks for occa-
sions of exerting it. He had read the
Nos. of Dr. Beddoes’s IHygeia, particular-

ly
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that he was free from pain of gout, though
at some times it was much more distressing
than at others; had been to Bath for re-
lief, by prescription of his physicians; for
the last five or six years, his gout has not
appeared except in his hands and feet,
and the paroxysms have not occurred at
regular periods, though he has not escaped
a year without more or less.” Mr. Pettit
made application for the medicine on the
15th December 1802. He had been for eight
days confined to his room by gout in his
feet. It had then reached his right knee,
‘which was swoln, very red, and extremely
- painful, and the patient was filled with
alarming apprehensions that it would again
reach his stomach, and it had never reach-
ed his knee before; and he considered it
the most painful seizure he had ever en-
dured. About half-past six o’clock, P. M.
Mr. Pettit took the first dose of the me-
dicine from the reporter’s hand; and what
follows he declares that he should not be

willing
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a wine glass every hour and half till the
pain subsided. Ile slept well the suc-
ceeding night; and on awaking in the
morning, to use his own Exﬁression, ¢ felt,
“about with his well foot to find if there
“was any pain or soreness still remaining
“in the gouty ankle.” The pain he
found was gone: but the swelling and
colour did not so soon leave the affected
part; for by walking up and down stairs
and attending to his business, he kept it
in constant irritation; at the same time
leaving off the use of the medicine. On
the 23d, having urgent business, he served
most of the day in his shop, and impru-
dently left his knees open. While so
employed, he felt the cold operating in-
tensely on his left knee, which when he
returned to the fire he could not speedily
warm, although he rubbed it with flannel,
his hand, &c. In the evening it became
very painful, quite to distress, and consi-

derably swoln, but no red or gouty colour
appeared,
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it since November, 1801, and it had lately
become insufferably distressing. He described
it as deep seated between his eyes and the
root of his nose. It was generally dull and
heavy, with occasionally somewhat like
snapping within the nose.  Discharge: from
the nostrils always gave some relief. Every
evening, there came on an 1rresistible
drowsiness, terminating in deep sleep. On
awaking about two or three o’clock A. M.
the pain in the head was extremely acute.
His pulse was strong, and about 68. |

He said that, about November, 1801, his
ankles swelled, and that the skin had a red,
shining appearance, and was very sore. = At
this time, he bathed his legs daily in warm
water; and one day, while they were im-
mersed, he felt a sudden pain shoot, like an
electric shock, into his stomach, and thence
ascend into his head, where, he says, it has con-
tinued ever since, with such pertinacity as not

to leave him one hour’s entire freedom. His
ankles
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Very early in September, he was suddenly
seized with strangury, without suppression of
urine.  Antispasmodic and diuretic medi=
cines, exhibited for two days, did not re-
move it. September 3d, he complained of
total loss of appetite, with nausea. An
emetic brought away a prodigious quantity
of tough, frothy, grey mucus. The same
symptoms occurring the two following days,
he took an emetic each day, with the same
effect. Trom this time, he had better health,
though he says, the pain in his head, and
lassitude, with diminished appetite, con-
tinued. He took cathartics and absorbents

occasionally.

December 26th, a catarrh, with sore
throat, occasioned a return of the former
sensations in his head, with great violence.

January 8d, 1803, he was excessively
drowsy, and wished to be cupped, when
about eight ounces of blood were taken from

the nape of the neck.
3 Janva y
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should occasion no feeling of intoxication ;
but if the gout should seize his stomach, he
was to take four spoonfuls of the medicine
undiluted.

On the 7th, he again exerted himself as
before, for three hours. He had had a good
night. The inflammation of the foot was
still strong. lle had no appetite. His
pulse, at first taking the medicine, was
about 70, and rather weak. It was now not
above 80, but stronger.

On the 8th, he complained of consider-
able purging, which increased in violence,
when he had half an ounce of tincture of
rhubarb, with chalk.

He complained of the piles along with the
purging, but there was no bleeding ; and, on
examination, but little enlargement of the

hemorrhoidal veins was perceptible.

The
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expedite the recovery of the right foot six
Ieeches were applied. : i

On the 18th, while the feet were still weak,
and the patient by no means recruited, he
went out on business-—was . obliged to stand

for an hour and half, and to attend all this
time to the casting up of a very long and

minute account.  In the evening, he eat
imprudently of water-gruel, and had a vo-
miting of glairy matter, similar to what the
emetics had brought up in Sept. 1802. He
had felt a snapping in his nostrils; but no

disagreeable sensation in the head,

On the 19th, he felt well, and found his

appetite returning.

On the 23d of January, Mr. Powell’s ap-
petite returned—his head and stomach well—
some uneasiness in his right foot last night.

the severe trial of his feet and head, together

with
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at least, must intervene before any sure opi=
nion can be formed., The gout will probably
again and again attack the parts it has so
long infested. It is intended to oppose the
medicine instantly to every new attack, in
the hope of removing the disposition alto-
gether, or, at least, of freeing the head and
stomach. Probably a quantity of Madeira
would have increased the inflammation in the
feet to the same extent. One thing only I
regard as peculiar to the medicine. It pro-
bably prevented the attack from rising to any
height in the left foot; for here, as far as
could be judged from the pain, it threatened
to become as violent as in the right. The
pertinacity of the inflammation in the right
foot is remarkable. It 1s similar to what
occurred i Mr. Waller, whose head had

been so long aftected.

When the stomach was threatened, the
medicine performed all that its most san-

guine advocate could expect. If it had an
immediate
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tient with constitution enocugh for two or
three ordinary men; and yet his robustness
did not protect his vitals, when a change was
effected by hot water in the external inflam-
mation. The history of the case seems to
point out the pediluvium as the cause of the
retrocession. It is of no consequence that
it had been used many times before without
detriment. The different states of the system
are sufficient to account for this difference in
result. We cannot point out the circum-
stances in which the difference of state con-
sists; but the analogy runs through the
operation of all natural and artificial agents.
At one time they are innocent, at another
prejudicial.  And no prudent man would run
the risk of being caught at last, though he
could count upon escaping a certain number

of times.

MARY LONG, =t. 26, about seven

years ago, had a violent rheumatic fever,
by
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her to take two table-fpoonfuls of a fyrup
(prepared by evaporating the gout tincture
before-mentioned to one half, and adding
sugar) with one table-fpoonful of the tinc-
ture and one of water. The first dose pro-
duced nausea. After the second, which was
taken 1n twenty minutes, there was some
vomiting. She took a third dose at going
to bed, and it sate well on the stomach.
In the morning, the rheumatic pains had
subsided, and the pulse was natural. On
continuing the medicine every three hours,
no pain whatever was left by the night of the
14th, and in two or three days all stiffness

was gﬂnﬂ.

January 30th, she says she has lost every
rheumatic feeling. February 2d, finds her-
self better than for a long time past. Her
Lappearanc& is greatly improved. What is par-
ticularly satisfactory, is, that she took a

violent cold on the return of the frost, but
without
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to its efficacy and to its safety in gout,
that I have steadily and anxiously looked.

I daily flatter myself more and more,
that I shall never have occasion to regret
having introduced the knowledge and use of
so powerful an agent among that class of
persons, to whom it promises to be most
eminently serviceable, and who have it in
their power to make it a public benefit.
Let them lose no time in ascertaining the
real merits of the discovery, and then
satisfy the just expectations of the dis-
coverer, who is probably discouraged from
disclosure in confidence by a late most

glaring example of national parsimony.

If the preceding cases be not inaccurately
ubservéd, or falsely related, there have been,
in the course of ages, but few occasions upon
which men might, with more propriety, con-

gratulate one another.






















