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Vil ADVERTISEMENT.

THE fituation in which the military furgeons of Ire-
land have been placed, fufficiently accounts for the
failure, without any imputation of levity or inattention.
But I regret the lofs of fo large a mafs of information
the more, becaufe circumflantial * repurts. of unfuccefsful
cafes are neceflary towards determining the moft effi-
cacious modes of proceeding, and the limits of the new
~method, Could my friend have fulfilled his prarﬁiﬁ:,
I fhould have kept my time with the public. The main
queftion would undoubtedly -have then appeared in a

very different ]ig_ht, and the eftablithment of the truth
been retarded.

AFTER waiting fo long, [ might have waited a little
longer for further advices from the Weft Indies, had
I not in the mean time projected a periodicﬁl ww, in
which communications will henceforth find a convenient
place. At the end of the prefent pamphlet will be found
a pmfpeé’ms of the defigned work, for which I earneftly
folicit the afliftance of obfervers, both for what concerns
the controverted powers of the new antifyphilitic ree

medies, and for ather medical topics,

From the falts which I now publifh, every difcreet
‘praltitioner may derive information beneficial to his
patients 3 fo that the advantage of thefe endeavours will,

I flatter myfelf, be felt through difftant countries and

* Circumflantial implies impartial.
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XH  CIRCULAR LETTER, REPRINTED. .

the oxygenated muriate of potath, 2s more powerful than
nitrous acid. It produced an inflammatory ftate of the
fyftem.

WHAT is here recapitulated, together with fome
fuggeftions, may be read at large in Confiderations om
factitious dirs, Parts iv. and v. Fobnfon 5 in Two Cafes
of Diabetes, Dilly; and in Reports concerning the Ejfeéis
of Nitrous Acidy, &c. Fobnfon, Above 100 bad cafes
ftand attefted, as cured, beyond all reafonable doubt Some

unfuccefsful trials are noticed in the laft pamplﬂet.

TuEe mild aion and general power of the acid, with
the proportion of failures, render a fuller indution of
facts and teflimonies highly defirable.~It cannot have
efcaped you, that the pretenfions of many quack medi-
cines are refted on the occafion:l inefficacy of mercury,
and on an ovr:r-c!nrrre& reprcfhntanun of its baneful effeéts.
Tt is therefore certain, that to eftablifh the anti-venereal
virtue of fubftances, not injurious to the conftitution,

would be giving a deadly blow to empirical impofture,

B*r. the co-operation of pradtitioners, a thoufand cafes
might foon be collefted. And it is hoped that you will
not refufe your afliftance to fuch an undertaking. The.
fhare I have had in conveying information ta the public,
very naturally led me to refleét on the fpeedieft method
of folving this problem ; bow far the.cure of lues can be
Juflifiably entrufled to the nitrous qcid in the firf inflance,

In
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LETTER I1%,

Bombay Cﬂﬂ?’fﬂ"; Fune I.Itﬁl, 1796,

I 1nTEND in this paper to take natice of fome effelts
of the nitric acid on the hiyman body, which I have not
yet mentioned.—2dly. To relate a few trials that I have
made to oxygenate the body by other fubftances, and to
oet a fubftitute for the acid, lefs difagreeable_ than it is to
many people.—3dly. Té give an account of my method
of pmcurini this acid, which, although of no ufe to
chemifts in Europe, may ftill be of fome fervice in this
country, where we have not always at our command the
vellels and the fubftances employed in chémiftry.

OnE of the moft drfaﬂrreeab}e effects of the nitric acid
is its action on the tebth, which it has in common with
the acid of vitriol. Thefe acids decompofe the teéth, by
taking their ::a'lcareous bafe from the phnfphﬁrtc acid, a5
is well known to chamiﬂs fince the time of Scheelt I
have in fnmc meafure obviated this unpleafant eﬁ’e& by
caufing it to be mixed with the conjee of rice, or fweét-
ened with liquorice root or fugar. It is to be apprehended
that thefe additions deprive it of a cértain portion of pure
air, although I have not found that they difinifh its ef-
fe@. It fthould be fwallowed as quickly as poffible, and
the mouth immediately afterwards wafhed with water.
It muft be acknnwlﬂdged that mercury, carried to any great
degree, is far more hurtfil to the teeth than a confiderable
ufe of the nitric acid. The acids no doubt carry away a

* Many readers will recolleét that T reprinted Mr. Scott’s firft
Ietter in Confideratiops on dirsy; Paris IV, apd V. Fobnfon.
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A pretty common effect of the nitric acid #, when car-
ried to a confiderable extent, is a’ degree of fever. In
about fifteen days after beginning to take it, the body gets
hot, the combuftion of life goes on a little fafter than
ufual, feveral inconvenient fymptoms are felt, and it be-
comes neceflary to difcontinue it. At this time there are
people who complain of a great | increafe of their fenfibi-
lity of fmelling,

I have obferved that the nitric acid produces more re-
markable effeéts on the natives of this country in fiphylis,
and in other difeafes, than it does on Europeans, I ima-
gine that this is connefted with the vegetable diet to
which the Indians of all cafts confine themfelves when
they are fick. ‘The nitric acid feems to be well qualified
for removing feveral of the difeafes of this country which
are conneéted with the liver and its fecretions, and where
a {trong tendency to animalization gives thefe difeafes a
peculiar charater, which is of a contrary nature to the
acid principle. The rickets, which appear to arife from
an acid that refembles the acid of fugar, is accordingly a
malady nearly unknown in thefe latitudes,

It cannot be expelted that the obfervation, nor the
experience of an individual, is equal to afcertain the whole
eﬁ'e&s, that an a&tive fubftance can produce on the human
frame. 1 think I have afcertained feveral effe@s of the
nitric acid, and T hope that I have faid enn::-unrh to thow,
that it is 2 powerf'ul agent, which may be happﬂ}r applied
in altering fome morbid conditions of the body.

# This remark very pleafingly coincides with Mr. Cruik.
fhank’s obfervations on the oxygenated muriate. Dr. Rollo in.
forms me that Mr. ' Cruikfhank finds fome txutcmﬁnt nc:eﬂ'ary

to the perfeét cure of fi fph}rhs. .Eea'::ar.
2d. 1
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neral ; of this 1 gave no lefs than feveral drachms a day,
while the common drink of the patients was well acidus
1sltted with the acids of vitriol or nitre, 1 had only afew
ounces of the calx of manganefe, and 2s I could procure
no more in this country, my h’lﬂ]ﬂ werb fndn at anend;
fenfible change ; I fuppofe the acids found, almoft immes=
diately on being fwallowed, feveral fuh{’cances that they
preferred to the metal, and with which they entered into
combination. Thofc who took this remedy never com-
plained of the fmalleft inconveniency from it; on the
contrary, they called for more, and fpoke of it as a me-
dicine that was agreeable to them, and that affifted their
dlgeﬂmn.

WitH the view of oxygenating the living bud}r, there
are many fubftances that might be tried with fome pro-
fpect of fuccefs. We know not yet, for inftance, the ef-
feéks of oxygenated vinegar, nor of the oxygenated mu-
riate of foda. As the mineral alkali, whether in its fimple
or its compound ftate, appears to be better fitted for the
purpoles of medicine than the vegetable, I conjelfure that
the oxygenated muriate of foda might be preferable for
a trial to the oxygenated muriate of potafh.

I have made fome attempts to procure pure air from
nitre, in fufficient quantities to {upply the fick with it, as
2 remedy in difeafe ; but the difficulties of fuch an un-
dertaking-are not eafily furmounted in this country. I
hope the patriotic Dr. Beddoes has now put it in our
power, to get without trouble, this aeriform fubftance,
which I believe would be very beneficial in many of the
difeafes that arife. from the liver and its fecretions. It
remains perhaps-to be determined whether the oxygena-
tion of the body can be carried on more fafely and more
effe@tually by the lungs, or by the primz vie. Some

people
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the Pegue jars very well fitted for fuch an operation ; for
they are impervious to the acid vapours, and bear the heat
remarkably well, which is not the cafe with any of the
earthen ware, that I have had from China, nor any other
part of the Eaft. On one fide of this jar, there is made
an oblong opening that receives a pipe communicating at
its other end with another jar, which is the receiver.
The pipes for this purpofe I make here, of the pureft
clay I can get, mixed with a proper proportion of quartz,
in powder. Their form is a cylinder, whofe internal di-
ameter is about four inches, and whofe length is about
twelve. By thefe means a communication is preferved
between the iron pot, covered by its head, and the re-
ceiver. This receiver is alfo a Pegue jar, larger than the
one that covers the pot; its mouth is clofed by a piece of
wood luted to it, fo that an opening is only left for one
end of the pipe, that ferves as a cominunication, At the
other end, or bottom of the receiver, a bent glafs tube
enters, which dips about two inches below the furface of
the water contained in a veflel below it. In order to
_procure the nitric acid, I mix a quantity of nitre, finely
_powdered, with three times its weight of Scindy alum,
~which has not been deprived of its water of cryftalliza-
tion, With this mixture, I fill my iron pot about one-
_third part. I cover it with its jar, and lute them toge-
ther. I fecure the pipe where it enters this head, and
~where it goes'into the receiver. 'The lute that I prefer
ifor fuch purpofes is compofed of mild lime in powder,
and Jengely oil.  All the junétures being fecured, a fire
is applied and kept up in the ufual manner for twelve
| hours, If the receiver be kept pretty cool, by wet cloths,
_the water into which the tube enters will be but flightly
acidulous, while the acid is found in the receiver, One
‘diftillation in this way gives me about five pints of ,a
3 _ pale
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tended to remove fome difeafes by a fubftance that was
never, as far as I know, employed for them before: If I
am right, I may have added to the ftore of our ative and
ufeful remedies ; T may have contributed a little to enlarge
the theory of their operation, by fhewing the principle of
their compofition from which the effect is produced ; or
laftly T may have laid the foundation of a better know-
ledge of the difeafe, by fthowing in a fubftance, unem-
ployed before, the very element that deftroys it.

WE have at prefent a great deal of knowledge of Na-
- ture that was denied to our predeceflors. As it has been
done fo fuccefsfully in the mechanical arts, I do not
doubt bat we fhall foon fee the art of healing improved
by the beautiful difcoveries of chemiftry, and put on a
new appearance by their aid ; fome very happy examples
of this kind might even now be mentioned. Much as I
efteem an accurate knowledge of diftempers, I value no
lefs the fcience of effettual remedies. Itis not for the pre-
fent times to reft fatisfied with Hippocrates in calcu-
lating the periods of difeafes, and foreboding the hour o
deceafe *, .

* In a letter to Dr. Al. Johnfon, .of Charlotte-(treet, Mary-
" bone, Mr. Scott fays: ¢ I have fuch extenfive experience of
the effelts of nitrous acid (in hepatic and venereal cafes) that I
cannot be miftaken.—It is ’Ecrtain]y more efficacious thapn mer-
cury in many cafes, and far lefs hurtful.”? Ed.

—— m———n

LETTER II1.

Bombay Courier, Fuly 22d, 1797,
I p1p not fuppofe fome time ago, that I thould again
trouble the public on the {ubjeét of the nitric acid, as a

remedy for difeafe, having given up all thoughts of pub-
lithing
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nitric bathing ; hie made ufe of no other remedy duriig
the whole of this period.

In another cafe, the pains of the tibiz from fyphilis
Wwere alleviated by a nitric bath, but this perfon was
obliged to leave Bombay aftef he had ufed it only for a
few days, not have I heard any thing from him fince that
time. :

Ir I am not miftaken in“the caufe that produced relief
in thefe two cafes, I can fee that this very aétive fubftance
may be applied to the fkin for a variety of difeafes, where
otherwife it could not be employed:

As the fkin can hardly bear, for any length of time,
“the application of the aeid in a ftronger ftate than it can
be drank, fuch a quantity as would be fufficient to acidu-
late water; fo as to cover the whole body in a proper
vellel, would be but a fmall expence: | gl

THE fever of Salfecte, which arifes on the return of
the fair feafon, after the long continued rains, appears to
me to be of the fame kind with the yellow fever of the
Weft Indies, and occafionally not lefs violent than it: I
think it probable that bathing in the nitric aeid might be
of great fervice on the firft appearance of fuch a com-
plaint. The difeafe of Balfette does certainly arife, not
from living vegetables, but from the decompofition of
fuch as are dead, and one of the moft remarkable effedts
of itis a furprifingly great production over the whole
{yftem of the r¢finous bafe of the bile. I do not pretend
to trace the fmallet conneétion between the caufe and
effe&ty nor to follow nature in her hidden chemiftry, by
which the fluids that arife from fermenting vegetables
are converted into the refin of the bile; but in the nitric
acid I would hope to find a remedy; from its fingular ac-
tion on this refinous fubftance. The analogy that I have

- obferved between the effe€ts of the nitric acid and the
calces






(ui

factory evidence of its great and truly furprifing efficacy
for that difeafe,

A younc manto whom I had given, for {ymptoms of
fyphilis, three different courfes of mercury in the fpace of
eight months, with all the care that I could empley,
found himfelf relapfe in a thort time after each of them,
From the laft courfe his mouth, which was very fore, had
hardly recovered before his noéturnal pains were renewed,
his headaches returned, and f{wellings injfeveral parts
made their appearance, his joints became ftiff, fo thac he
could hardly crawl from one chair to another, his arms
were affected in a fimilar way to his legs, and one of them
remained perfectly immoveable; but a few days ago he
was indeed a very wretched creature.

On the 26th of laft month I made him immerfe his
legs and part of his thighs, for an hour in the morning,
and an hour in the evening, in a wooden veflel, which
contained water fo much acidulated with the .nitric acid
that the fkin counld fcarcely bear it without uneafinefs.
In two days afterwards he could make ufe of his rigid
arm; in the fpace of four days the pains had left both his
arms, his head, and one of his legs ; for three days moze
the pain in the other leg continued to decreafe, and on
the fourth it nearly went away ; he is already without
pain or complaint, and I believe could walk a mile with-
out uneafinefs. He began the ufe of the nitric acid ina
ftate of great defpondency of mind, but he no fooner felt
the good effets of it, than his {pirits returned, and now,
trufting to the remedy, he kept, of his own accord, his arms
and thighs wet with the acidulous water, during the timg
that his legs remained immerfed in it,

I HAvE attended very carefully to the progrefs of this
cafe, which before had vexed me fo often, and it is impaf-

. {ible
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- As:the fubftance of the 4th Letter of Mr. Scott has ap«
. peared in two extra&s in the Monthly Magazine, and
as a number of copies of the letter itfelf have heen dif=
perfed through Great Britain, all that can now bedone

is to publifh the following retractation, Editor.

DEAR SR, Bombay, 0. 20, 1797, ",

WHEN I wiote you in Auguft, I fent you a copy of
three more letters that I had publifthed here, on the ni-
tric acid, and I exprefled a defire that you would publith
them, as you had already done me the favour to publith
the firft letter. Should it not be too late, I now beg of you
not to allow the fourth or laft letter to be publifhed, as
I am now of opinion, that I have probably attributed too
powerful effects againft {yphilis to the nitric bathing. I
did not follow, in this laft letter, the cautious conduét
that I did in the reft, by waiting for a fufficient experi-
ence on the fubject. My firft trials of the bath were
very encouraging, but{ome fince that time have been lefs
fo. Whether I am to attribute this to the inefficacy of
the acid in this form in fome cafgs, or to the way that I
have lately ufed it, I do not yet know. When I ufed it
at firlt, with fo much advantage, I employed frefh acid
for every bathing, and then I only kept the legs wet for
a few hours daily. I have fince, and with lefs fuccefs,
immerfed the legs in the acidulous water, employing the
fame water for many days together. The matter de-
ferves farther attention, but till this can be given, I beg
of you, if in your power, to prevgnt the publication of
the fourth letter, which fpeaks fo confidently of the ef-
felts of the nitric bath.

THE good eftetts of the acid, efpecially in fyphilis,
when taken internally, I fee daily confinmed, and T at

lagt
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by Dr. Huggan, Surgeon to the Weft Kent Regiment,
and to thefe I allude, in my letter to Dr. Rollo. Vide
his work on Diabetes.

In the months of March and April, three cafes were
cured by Dr. Browne, Surgeon of the Royal Sovereign,
the flag-fhip of Vice-Admiral Sir A. Gardner, Bart, I
bave herewith the pleafure to communicate three cafes, as
tranfmitted to me during our laft cruize, by Dr. Browne ;
he is one of our moft able and experienced furgeons, and

his authority in this department defervedly high. I faw
thefe men, while under medicine, in the fick birth of the
Royal Sovereign ; and I perceive there is one circum-
ftance which my friend Browne has fergot. In one
of the patients, fevere {ymptoms of fcurvy appeared,
during the ufe of the acid. nitr. fo much fo, that the
Do&tor was obliged to give it up for fome time, and had
recourfe to the citric acid, till the fcorbutic complaints
yielded, and the cure was compleated afterwards by the

acid. nitros. The feamen are at this moment in perfet
health.

Royal Sovereign, off Ufbant, Oélober 21, 1797.

CASE I.

T yson WiLson, feaman, aged about 30, was the firft
patient on whom the acid was tried: he had contracted a
venereal complaint, about four years before, at Liverpool,
and undergone a regular courfe of mercury, by which he
was apparently cured. But from that time he had been
frequently attacked with what was deemed rheumatifm,
and was once fent to Haflar Hofpital for this difeafe. Suf-
pecting a lurking virus, I had frcqucnﬂyad@niﬁered mer-
cury, {o as to excite ptyalifm, and continued it for fome
time. A courfe of this kind, with deco. lignor. had

been
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all night, that he had fix hours fleep, and felt much
ftouter. About the {ixth day, I think, to his great furs
prize and my fatisfa&tion, he could allow me to handle
the nodes freely, fo much was their fenfibility diminifhed.
In fhort the cure went on as favourably as could be
withed, the abfcefs healed, the nodes gradually difappeared;
and in twenty-eight days, on the 14th of May, he re-
turned to his duty, a ftronger and healthier man than he
had been for four years before. The only inconvenience
he experienced during the ufe of the acid was an ardor
arine, for which he drank linfeed tea. He often coms
plained that he had too much appetite, and that he had
not time enough; during the night, for fleep. Since his
difcharge from the lift; he has enjoyed uninterrupted
good health, notwithftanding our having been almoft con-
ftantly at fex for the laft fix months.

CASE II.

PrrLip AustiNyaged twenty-nine, had long laboured
ander the baneful effeéts of the venereal virus ; failors
feldom complain too early to a furgeon, and it was owing
to his receiving a hurt, that I firft difcovered his com-
plaint, for which he was put under a courfe of mercuryy
&c. T learned that he had been twice falivated for the
fame difeafe, once in London, and thought himfelf well.
It is needlefs to particularize the various changes of his
cafe, fuffice it to fay, when he began to take the acid, his
left tefticle was difeafed, very much enlarged, adhered to
the pofterior and lower part of the fcrotum, ulcerated and
difcharging a thin feetid matter ; large hard dry fcabs over
his legs, thighs, and elbow joints ; a flight paralytic af-
fection of the left arm and eye-lid; an incontinence of

urine,
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principal diet of our fick. All other medicings were laid
afide, fo that every beneficial effect was folely derived
from the acid. nitros.

- The world is much indebted to Dr. Beddoes for his
indefatl gable exertions to afcertain the virtues of 2 medi-
cme, which promife, ina fhort time, to root out empirical
impofture ; it will give me fingular pleafure to aid his
laudable endeavours, but the want of the medicine pre-
vcnts me, at pr:fﬁnt, from extendmg my obfervation.

(Signed) A;.jﬂx. BrownNE.
To Dr. Trotiery Phyfician to the Flect.

OnN reading your laft Reports on the effeéts of nitr,
acid. it'is very pleafing to me to find one of the Royal
Hofpitals beginning to rear its head in this grand invefti-
gation. I hope the example of young Hammick will be
quickly followed by other juvenile enquirers, in thefe
magnificent inftitutions; and I have no doubt but it
would foon demonftrate what I have always thought,
that thefe fplendid charities are of all hofpitals the beit
calculated to relieve human mifery, to promote the love
of fcience, and to diffufe knowledge. The prefent is a
fubject that comes with peculiar authority from the prac-
tice of a naval furgeon, for a naval and military life are
likely to receive more benefits from it, than any other de-
feription of mankind.

VArtous caufes have oppofed my trials of this new
medicine ; but I can reckon f{ix or feven cures, and moft
of them of long flandjng. In fome, mercury had been
ufed without effect ; in others the acid was the firft anti-
fyphilitic medicine. I have however tried it in a few
without any apparent advantage. Our acid was marked

mtnc a.cni ami came from Aputhecarm Hall ; but I hive
fufpicion
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rcﬂ: frﬂm e::crutmtmg mght pains without ﬂpmm One
nude on the left tibia became an open fore, and healed
up, duri ing the ufe of mercury ; fhe had another on the
right leg, and one on the metacarpal bones of each hand,
when I vifited her, It appeared a fit cafe for the acu:l
and the common nitrous acid of the ﬂmps was tried. On
the fixth da}r of taking it the node on the right tibia that
was inflamed, and feemed faft approaching to i'uppuratmn,
was evidently declining, and of the colour of the fkin.
It is now the tenth day, and the pain of that leg is en-
tirely gnne, the fwellmgs on the wrifts are alfo falling
faft, and the no&urnal pains are moderate. I therefore
pmgnnﬂ::catc a favourable ifTue, and a fpeedy cure.

WE generally find an ;ncreafe of appetite from this
medicine ; at firft it alfo promotes fweat and urine. A
little fugar is added to the diluted acid, and wé find no
inconvenience from the patient drinking it as he would
Iemonade. 3

It appears to me that careful obfervers will foon be
able to fele& particular cafes of lues, that will juftify
pm&me in ‘trufting ﬁ:rlﬂl}r to the nitric acid: my experi-
ence has hitherto been too confined to hazard {peculation,
and from the numerous trials now going on every where,
there is no need of leaving the fubje to fuch uncertainty.
:ﬁccep't my warmeft thanks, in the name of the public
fervice, [ have the honour to reprefent in this undertak-
ing, for E};teﬁding and ﬁpprﬂciating the difcqvcr}r, that
muft immortalize Mr. Scott. You will abridge the la-
bour of the naval furgeon, and you will fave the feamen
of Britain from premature old age and untimely graves.

- TuE fupervention of fcurvy, in one of Dr. Browne’s
cafes, is a ftrong proof of fome analogy between the ac-
tion of mercury and nitrous gas; for we have always

found the exhibition of mercury very hurtful in a fcor-
butic
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CASE 1.

A. B. aped forty-five, a carpenter, received the ves
nereal infeGtion three years ago, in the form of a go-
norrheea and chancre, foon after followed by a bubo,
which fuppurated, By the direction of fome empiric he
took mercurjr in fufficient quantity to remove the exift-
ing {ymptoms ; but the difeafe foon after returning, mer-
cury was repeatedly adminiftered the length of falivation.
Still however the difeafe remained unfubdued, and liable
to break out at fhort intervals, and in the courfe of two
or three years he has taken mercury, according to his
account, fix or eight different times, and had the diforder
in every fhape of ulcers in the throat, warts on the penis,
eruptions on the fkin, &c. In July laft, about twae
months after the laft ufe of mercury, he ai:;'plif:d to me.
He was at that time affected with callous ulcerations in
the throat, and pain and I‘lglditj? in the limbs and joints,
preventing fleep and motion ; but the moft troublefome
fymptom was a node on the lgft thin bong, the fize of a
large walnut, and fo Extremeiy painful, that the weight
of his ftocking was almoft infupportable, and the flighteft
touch with the finger made him cry out. When I cons
. fidered the man’s circumftances, and his peculiar liable-
nefs to falivation by a fmall quantity of mercury, I began
to defpair being able to introduce a fufficient quantity of
that medicine to eradicate the virus ; and thinking this a
favourable opportunity for trying the¢ powers of the new
remedy, I immediately mixed up fix drachms of nitrous
acid, which’ I happened to have by me, with a fufficient
quantity of water; deffring him to finifh it in four days.
Eight days, however, elapfed, before it was all taken,

owing to griping and pain in the bowels and ftomach.
He
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elined to believe that his fears were groundlefs, as no ulcer
nor other venereal fymptom was at the time apparent :
but he affured me, that notwithftanding the ufe of bark
and ather tonics, he was fenfible of the fame languor and
debility, lofs of appetite, and particularly the fame low-
nefs of {pirits, which had, on former accafions, uniformly
accompanied the latent exiftence of the yirus in the con-
dtitution, and having no doubt of the difeafe being about
to thew itfelf again, he was defirous of taking more mer-
cury. I ordered the nitric acid, in the dofe of a drachm
in the day, taking care to regulate his bowels, which
were liable to purging, by laudanum. About a month
afterwards, he informed me his camplaints were entirely
gone, and that his health had not been fo perfect for up-
wards of three years, He at the fame time informed me
his gums were a little fore (the only inftance of this ef-
fect, from the medicine, I have obferved) but without
ptyalifm ; and probably the farenefs was anly accidental,
as it foon went off, although he continued the acid fome
weeks longer. He remains in perfet health,

Besipes thefe cafes, I have adminiftered the acid in
two others wi;ﬁ:}ut fuccefs: candour, however, obliges
me to dEtlgre, that in one of them it had by no means
a fair trial. 'This was 3 cafe of recent chancre, in which
mercury had not been employed. Two drachms of the
acid were ordered in the day, On the fixth day the
chancre had become rather more enlarged, and a painful
induration and fwelling in the groin was obferved the
day before, which feemed to increafe. The patient be-
came diffatisfied with the remedy, and infifted on the ex-
hibition of mercury, which I could not in confcience
refift.

THE other was likewife a cafe of recent chancre,

with flight gonorrheea, A weak folution of acetated lead
. e
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over the virus, and where a cure, as fometimes kappens,
is by mercury alone impracticable. -

5th. I does not appear that the nitric is in any re-
fpet preferable to the nitrous acid, in the cure of this

diforder.

_ Extrasts fr&m an unpublifped Frﬂzc.& Pamphlet, en-
titled < Extrait du 11 vol. du Traité Complet fur les
Maladies Syphilitiques, par F. Swediaury M. D.” of
which the original was furnifbed by the pm’;rmgﬁ of
My, Cruikfbank. ’

# Crrt. ALvon read, (the 7th of Meffidor, year §,) z
memoir on the anti-venereal, and anti-pforic properties of
dxygen ¢ For three centuties,” fays the author, ¢ mer-
cury has been tortured in a thoufand ways, and no juft
ideas of its a&ion on the animal ceconomy acquired. It
was for modern chemiftry to explain this aion.” It
had for fome time been prefumed, that mercurials owe
their virtue to oxygen. But this theory required to be
confirmed by incontrovertible falls. This Cit. Alyon
has done. ¢ Who,” fays he, ¢ has ever thought of regard-
ing the mére metal, as anti-venereal ? Is it not known
that many pounds can be {wallowed without danger, and
without effect? But new when we know mercury to be
the moft oxydable * of the metals ; that for this purpofe
it is fufficient to agitate it in the air; that the faliva will
exydate it ; and that on the other hand it is very eafily
#Jjﬁc;xya’a&ff—if we attend to the facility with which

* This is falfe in every fenfe. Mercury is not the moft eafily
exydated, nor does it abforb moft oxygen., Ed.
oxygen
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patient fince experienced any fuch effefts of metaftafis
{vulgarly repulfion) as ufually are produced by the topi-
cal remedies ufed in thefe affections, It cannot, fays
. Cits Alyon; be admitted that the oxygenated muriate
acts as an aftringent repellent ¥, fince it afluages, as by
enchantment, the fharp pain of the affected parts.

CASE 11I.

A soLpiEr hadafore, an inchin fize; on the velum pern-
dulum palati. He had ineffeGtually takeh Van Swieten’s
folution for forty days. He touched the fore thrice a day
with folution of hyper-oxygenated muriate, and in feven
days it was quite well.

Doctor SWEDIAUR, after reciting Mr. Scott's
and Myr. Cruikfbank’s obfervations, adds; 1 have ex-
ternally employed with fuccefs oxygenated axunpe in
two cafes of primitive vénereal ulceration on the glans
and prepuce, and h}vpf:r—ﬂxygenated muriate in a third.
In each cafe the ulcers were recent. They were
very quickly cured without any other application or
remedy. In all the other cafes of gonorrheea, or pri-
mary venereal ulcer, in which I have employed oxy-
gen externally, it appeared to render the difcharge
thicker, milder and whiter: It evidently expedited the
cure. I warned all my patients to apprize -me without
delay, if the fymptoms thould return, or any 1pp¢arancr:5
of a general affection arife.

I navEe'employed nitrous acid internally, in various
cafes of general fyphilitic affedtion. The fymptoms dif-
appeared, and in one cafe, where mercury had been em-
ployed without fuccefs. All the patients had an increafe

. prerr:.:fﬂr'f aftringent. This expreffion fhews the wretched
ftate of medical theory ameng fome of the lateft writers in France.

Ed.
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pidly ; venereal ulcers and blotches alfo appeared in othe#
parts of his body, particularly the perinzum and groin ;
when I faw him the difeale had exifted between four and
five months, he was then a fhocking objeé, his face and
neck being covered with ulcers of that peculiar appear-
ance which always marks the venereal difeafe, one large
one in particular nearly furrounded the orbit of the left
eye, rendering the bone carious. Bark, opium, cicuta,
mercury, in all its forms, &c. had been tried, feparate and
together, without producing the leaft good effe&, or at
all ftopping the progrefs of the ulcers ; he was fo much
emaciated, that he was unable to move without affiftance,
and we expected that death would foon relieve him from
his torments.—W e diretly began the acid, omitting every
thing elfe ; during the firft four or five days he evidently
grew worfe, but after that time his amendment was won-
derful, and in about three weeks from the firft ufe of the
medicine, he was fo far recovered, as to be able to go as
an outfide paflenger on the coach, to join his regiment.
It was alfo ufed with fuccefs on another man who could
not bear mercury. I tried it in a very bad and foul ulcer
on the leg, not venereal ; and it evidently was of great
fervice. |

I navE found confiderable difficulty in keeping my
patients a fufficient length of time in the ufe of this re-
medy, owing to the tedioufnefs of fucking it through a
tube ; if a:more convenient method could be obtained, it
would certainly be a means of making it more general.

% I remain, &ec. |

: STerHEN P, BRYER.

To Dr. Beddaes.

T
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very great importance, and cannot foon be decided by the
obfervations of an individual : For thefe reafons, it is pre-
fumed, no umbrage will be given by this mode of folicit-
ing gentlemen to employ the new medicines, in unes
quivocal cafes of confirmed {yphilis ; and, if they do not
wifh to conceal the refult of their experience from the
world, to fend fuch reports as they may pleafe to commu-
nicate, either to the editor of this letter, at his own houfe ;
ordireéted (for him) to Mr. Callow, Bookfeller, Crown-
court, Windmill-ftreet, near Golden-fquare ; or to Mr.
Cox, Bookfeller in St. Thomas’s-ftreet, Borough.

- IF any of thefe communications fhould be deemed in-
applicable to the fubje& intended to be iliuftrated, they
will be returned to their refpeétive authors, and omitted.
in the puhllcatmn announced on the oppofite page.

Wirriam Brarr.

THE compliment which the author of this paper has
paid me, by imitating me in the meafure of a circular let-
ter, fhall not prevent me from remarking an inaccuracy
in the firft fentence—an inaccuracy of fact, I mean. No
other would be worth notice. Few, if any,of the perfons
to whom he alludes, have generally affirmed the fub--
ftances in queftion to be, ¢ certain and fpeedy remedies
againft the lues venerea.” They relate their obferva-
tions, call upon others to make trials, and wait in ful-
penfe the final refult,

Tue firft fentence of the fecond paragraph may
afford an inftructive leflon to maxim-mongers. 7he
bopes of experimenters are fanguine—true. But the bopes
of experimenters are al{o not fanguine, Either propofition
is right or wrong, as it is applied. The felicity of its
application to the Plymouth experimenters, whofe obfer-
vations form fo large a portion of the exifting evidence,

is well illuftrated by Dr, Geach’s letter, in which he fays,
2 that
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- and if we are not difappointed in future, it wil] be, perhaps,

further difcontinued. Befides the firmnefs and foftnefs
of the cicatrices, we have obferved that the fallow tinge of
the countenance, attendant on infefion, has difappeared
‘with the more prominent {ymptoms of this difeale. How-
ever, we have allg remarked, that a certain quantity of
the nitrous acid muft be adminiftered before the venereal
appearances vanifh—Dbut this certain quantity we have
-not, as yet, been able, exaltly to alcertain: neither do
we fee how we can well bring this experiment to the
teft, as much depends on conftitution, whether {corbutic,
or fcrofulous, much on the nature and adtivity of the
virus itfelf, and much on the climate, as that of the Eaft
and Welt Indies, Neither can it appear ftrange, that a
certain quantity is thus required to fubdue this diforder,
fince we often find that feveral ounces of quickfilver
ointment muft be ufed before the fymptoms yield, or the
diforder be altogether eradicated.

Ir therefore we do not very foon fucceed in very bad
cafes, we ought not to be difcouraged, and give up this
nitrous medicine, which, for want of experience, we may
deem inadequate., It will be but candid to own, that in
this hofpital, we have fometimes been jn doubt and ful-
penfe when the eure has not gone on fo rapidly as we
expeled, and yet, by perfeverance, the end at laft has
“been obtained. Many praétitioners, who have not fuch
-opportunities as we have in this public and great hofpital,
“which is feldom without {ixty ot feventy patients in this
diforder, might defpair after a ten weeks trial, might
abandon the medicine, and ftigmatize it. In fome in-
ftances we ourfelves have defpaired, elpecially when we
firft began to ufe it, and even difeontinued it, and adopted
the friction, but the friction aggravating the diforder, we

seturned to the nitrous acid again, and fucceeded. We
. have
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be impeached? and can thofe ealy decide, who had ne
opportunity of examining any of the patients, or be the
arbitrators in this matter ? Muft fuch pronounce that the
diforder of fo many feamen and marines was miftaken,
and the nitrous acid incompetent ? But if the cafes fo de-
feribed, fo attefted, and tranfmitted by us were not vene-
real, it will be matter of fatisfaction, as well as of reproof,
if thofe who doubt, would name the diforder that could
thus mimick, and aflume the face of a bubo, a chancre
furrounding the prepuce, a mortified penis, and diffemi-
nated eruptions. If it be faid that {crofula might occa-
fion all thofe appearances, or fcurvy combined with fcro-
fula, then, waving the power of the nitrous acid to
cure the lues, let us rejoice that it will remove armther
very ftubborn diforder, :

ArtHouGH I have noticed, yet I will not here bring
forward for unerring proof, the virtue of the nitrous
acid in gonorrhcea, becaufe a notion has of late pre~
vailed, that gonorrheea will cure itfelf, and ceafe of its
own accord, but I have a patient now, who has waited
for this purpofe full fix months, in hopes of his diforder
ftopping, as the clown fat down by the river fide, expect-
ing when all the water would run off.

LET us not fufpect that prejudice, and a predominant
acid*, can {pur on opponents to invalidate matters of fact,
fince all our endeavours have been without bias or acri-
mony, to eftablifh, as far as we went, the power of a °
new medicine, to cure an old and ftubborn diforder. We
have indeed been femewhat chagrined, (and what we
have felt within ourfelves, we can readily pardon in
others) when we have been unfuccefsful, but we have
ot been provoked, becaufe we were not the firft to bring

* I dare not attempt to corret this palpable error by con.
jefture. Should it be pride? Ed.
this
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fymptoms on the 6th of November.  James Deacen,
Cale 9y IOW fent, was well on the 1oth inftant ; and
Rﬁbﬂt‘l’i Ha,rns, Cale 13, laft publifthed, who had taken on
tl_'}t: 28th day of Aug. when his cafe was tran{mitted, 164
drachms of the nitrous acid, was difcharged from this
hofpital on the 13th of October, after his bubo had been
perfectly found a fortnight, and his health reinftated :
the fum total of the nitrous acid taken by this man was
dwo hundred and fifteen drachms.

Havinc brought forward the prefent cafes in proof
of the efficacy of the nitrous acid, I hope it will not be
prefumption to add, that the filphuric or vitrislic acid has
fome claim to the attention of the public ; as it has fuc-
ceded in the cafes annexed, I hope that the efficacy of this
medicine may have other trials, as the refult may tend to
evince flill more the effect of fuch acids in the cure of
the venereal difeafe, at leaft in fome {tages of it, and
that the whole may be braught to a greater degree of
perfection,

' I am, dear Sir,
Y our moft obliged fervant, &c.
STepHEN Hammick, Jun.

CASE 1.

Wirriam Warson, ferjeant of marines, 24 years
of age, was received into the hofpital on the 12th day of
June, 1797, for a venereal complaint, which he had
contracted about three weeks before; he had now, on
the right fide of the penis, a large chancre, with much
inflammation, for which, he faid, he had never taken any
“medicine, nor made any application to the part itfelf; he
was that day ordered acidi nitrofi 3ij. {yr. lim. Fviij. aq,
font. 1b, ij. m, e thibat quotidie. The chancre was drefled
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difperfed, the chancre healed, but fill complaining of

his diarrheea he was fent from the furgical to the medi-
cal department.

CASE 1X,

James DeAcon, feaman, 24 years of age, received
into this hofpital, on the 26th day of June, 1797, for 2
venereal complaint, contracted about two months fince 3
had a gonorrhcea ; he applied to his furgeon, who ordered
him an inje&ion, upon which the difcharge ceafed, but
foon after he had returned to his duty he found a fwel-
ling in both groins; he then rubbed about 20 times with
the mercurial ointment, this produced a ptyalifm, which
lafted three weeks, with a violent cough; he was fent
hither, and has now indurated glands in both groins,
with an excoriation on the glans penis; the next day he
wasordered Blacidi nitrofi 3ifs. fy. fim. 3viij. aq. font. ibij.
m. et bibat quotidie, and to foment well the indurations
with the common fomentations. He continued the nitrous
acid daily to the 4th day of September, when the indu-
rations of the glands were gone (three of them having
fuppurated in the right, and one in the left groin, which dif-
charged but little, and foon clofed) without any hardnefs
or tumour in any part; the man was difcharged curedq

on that day.

CASE X,

Joun ARMSTRONG, feaman, 26 years of age, re-
ceived into the hofpital July 13, 1797, at firft fent to
the medical department for a feverifh complaint, but
there his fever being found fymptomatic, he was fent to
the furgical ward; on the 18th of July, he had an her-

aia humoralis, and he informed me, that about three
*
weeks
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794, for a venereal infeftion, received ten weeks be-
fore; at firft he had a gonorrheea, which continued
about nine weeks ; then a phymofis came, with chancres
on the outfide of the prepuce ; this man negle&ing him-
felf, had only taken one dofe of cathartic pills, when he
was fent hither ; he had now a phymofis, three chancres
on the outfide of the prepuce, much inflammation and
fwelling of the penis, and a very foul ulcer in the right
groin, where a bubo fuppurated five days before; he was
ordered, ® acidi nitrofi ziifs. {y. fim. 3xij. aq. font. {bij. m.
et bibat quotidie. Sept. 1, bubo and chancres were clean,
phymofis yielding, but a great difcharge of matter iffued
from the urethra, attended with great pain in paffing his
urine ; he had alfo an enlargement of one of the left in-
guinal glands; 8th, chancres and bubo healed, and the
glans was denuded, induration in the left inguen not in-
creafing, but the difcharge from the urethra great, the
inflammation gone from the penis ; he threw up the fol-
lowing injection, R acidi nitrofi, gtt. iv. aq. font. Zviij,
m. f. injectio. gth, has thrown up the injettion, fince yef-
terday, five times, it fmarted much, but did not produce
any inflammation on the penis ; continued nitrous-drink
and injection ; 12th, enlargement of the groin gone,
gonorrheea lefs; 16th, gonorrhcea nearly ceafed, the
prepuce is foft and well ; continued the drink and injec<
tion regularly till the 25th day of September, when ke
was difcharged cured. :
N. B. This man never took any mercury,

CASE XV.

Jounw MfFarvLoON, marine, 21 years of age, was re-
ceived on the 23d day of Auguft, 1797, for a go-
norrheea of fix weeks ftanding, the three latter of which
| ‘ : he
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tion ; continued the nitrous drink and poultice: 27th, in+
guinal enlargements are lefs, the chancres healing, go-
norrheea gone ; followed the nitrous drink : Oé&ober 6th,
fwellings in the inguen reduced, poultice was difconti-
nued ; took the nitrous drink regularly on till the 23d of
Oétober, when the chancres were healed ; no hardnefs to
be felt in the groin; the man was difcharged in good
health on that day.
N. B. This man never took mercury.

CASE XXXI1.

Wirriam FrrTrAM, feaman, 34 years of age, was
received into this hofpital, on the gth day of September,
1797, for a venereal complaint, contralted fixteen days
fince, for which he had taken five fmall pills, and ap-
plied to the part a little mercutidl ointment ; his mouth
was not much affected by it ; he was fent to this hofpital
with a number of foul chancres, deep around the glans ;
and on the upper internal part of the prepuce there are a
number more, the penis'inflamed, and much enlarged ;
the next day he was ordered, K acidi nitrofi 3iifs. {y.
fim. %xij. aq. font. I5ij. m. et bibat quotidie. The
chancres were drefled with the ung. alb. He costinued
daily his nitrous drink to the 2d of November, when he
was difcharged cured.

CASE XXxII.

JamEes STOKES, feaman, 22 years of agé, was re-
ceived into the Royal Hofpital, on the 2d of September,
1797, for a venereal complaint, contralted eiglit weeks
fince ; the firft appearance was a gonorrheea, and its at-
-tendant {fymptoms, which ceafed on his ufing an injection,

on
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ointifient, ds to produce a copious ptyalifm; that from
the hofpital fhip he was difcharged fix days fince ; that
on his paffage hither, the venereal difeafe appeared again,
and he wis received into this hofpital with a bad phy-
mofis, occafioned by feveral chancres on the prepuce,
which, although they had cicatrized, remained callous,
with another chancre on the extremity of the prepuce
ot cured, and this was attended with a conftant dif=
charge of matter from the urethra, and from between
the glans dnd prepuce; the next day he was ordered, K
acidi nitrofi 3iifs. fy. fim. 3xij« aq. font. ibij. m. et bibat
quotidie, to foak the penis in a warm fomentation twice
a day, then to apply a fperm. ceti drefling to the chancres
agth, difcharge of matter from the .urethra ceafed, pre-
puce ftill continues hard, and another chancre has ap-
peared on it drink ordered. O&ober 18th, the glans
was denuded, when a large chancre, looking healthy,
was difcovered on it ; the chancres on the point of the
prepuce healed, but the prepuce is ftill callous. As he
complained of the nitrous drink, the acid was reduced to
two drachms, which he took regularly without experi-
encing any inconvenience up to the 6th of November,
when he was difcharged, perfectly cured. :

CASE ‘XXXVI.

Joun JowEs, feaman, 24 years of age, was received
into the royal hofpital, on the 4th of Ocober, 1797, for
a venereal complaint which he had eontracted about three
weeks before ; the appearances were three chancres on the
glans, and four days after he applied to his furgeon, who
rubbed them over with the lunar cauftic ; the chancres
foon healed, and a paraphymofis followed ; incifions, by
the furgeon, were made; there was an hazmorrhage,

and
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that medicine has been fuccefsful + but the progrefs of
the cure was fingular enough.  The firlt appearance of
healing was in the middle of the ulcer, and tlie cicatrix,
thus beginning at a central point, gradually extended to
the extremities of the chancre; fo that the ufual order
of healing was here inverted, and the edges were the
aft parts cicatriced. I do not remember to have feen
this order in other cales fram the internal ufe either of
mercury or the nitrous acid.—But fuch a circumftance
has occurred when the leaves of hemlock Have been
applied to a common ulcer in the leg. Each granula-
tion, in thofe inftances, has had its feparate cicatrix, and
the whole ulcer, thus coated, has remained l'.-on'g with
thofe eminencies till at length the whole irregular fur-
face has had one general {cale; which at fome diftance
of time has peeled off; and then the unevennefs has not
been vifible.

THE man, who took the phofphoric acid, has had no
pain in his head, no fore throat, nor eruptions of any
kind fince his ulcer was healed.

I have the honour to be; Sir,
Fra. GEAcH,

CASE.

Joun Wirey, feaman, 21 years of age, was re-
ceived into this hofpital, on the 17th day of November,
1797, for a venereal complaint, which he had contract-
ed about five weeks before; the firft appearance was a
chancre on the glans, and an induration in each groin,
for which he ufed the mercurial friction, eighteen nights
on board his thip, without exciting 2 ptyalifm; the in-

. guinal enlargements yielded, but when he was fent hither,
he had a large, foul, and deep chancre, with irregular
edges,
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_toms then went entirely off without any medicins, &
¢hange of regimen ; the cure was fhill progreflive, but
not more rapid than ufual; health was not injured afters
wards, neither was the appetite at all diminifthed, not
even at the time of the difcoloration. This is a ftriking
proof of the effect ‘of the nitrous acid, for which you
may be able to account.

I here beg to fubjoin Mr. Hammick’s account of
thefe two cafes, which' he had noted in the prefciip-
sion books. ¢ Charles Macarty; and Jofeph Renny,
¢ who had been under a courfe of the nitrous acid for
¢ fome days, (the quantity two drachms to a quart of
¢ water, and fix ounces of fyrup;) on taking hear
““pint of the mixture at one draaght towards evening,
< were feized, at midnight, with a vertigo, pdin in the
¢ head, throbbing of the heart, and of the carotid ar-
¢ teries, tremor— 1 he {urface of the body, in the rorn=
¢ ing, appeared red; but the lips and face were of a
<« violet colour. Thefe fymptoms and appearances
¢ {oon went off: and, by a difufe of the medicine for a
4 few days, and onbeing enjoined not in future to drink
¢ fo great a quantity at a time, they never returned.
¢ This effet has been noticed only in two inftances.
¢ But by thefe we fee plainly, that the nitrous acid
¢ ought net to be taken in dofes too large at a time.”

Fra. GeEacrw.

LETTER FROM MR. LAURENCE, SURGEON.
Sir, Lifkeard, Cornwall, 15th Fuly, 1798.
IN ready compliance with the requeft in your laft
obliging favor, I fet down to communicate, as briefly as
poflible, the outlines of my {mall ftock of experience in

she ufe of the nitrous acid in venereal complaints. I
hope
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and had taken fome dofes of nitric acid, and many quarts
of decoétion of farfaparilla, bark, &c. &c.

A< he feemed defirous of making 2 further trial of the
nitric acid, it was dgain had recourfe to: he firft began -
with 1 drachm, then I 1 and at laft 2 per day, mixed in
aquatt of water; to which were added about 4 0Z. of
fimple {yrup. And here it may be neceflary to remark,
that when he took the. acid without the addition of the
fyrup, it always difagreed with his ftomach and bowels.
After taking the medicine for a fhort time, he imagined
the afpelts of the bubo and chancres were greatly altered
for the better ; but thefe appearances foon vanifhed—the
fores {till remained obftinate and painful, and continued
in this ftate without any real alteration for the better,
during four or five weeks ; in which time, about 7 0Z.
of the acid had been taken at irregular intervals, great
caution ‘having been neceflary on account of the tender
fate of his bowels, and their difpofition to colic and
diarrheea.  He had been affected in a fimilar way when
ufing mercury.

No progrefs towards a cure, either by mereury or the
nitric acid, having been made in this length of time, he
was recommended to try the effects of country air, to
Jeave off all medicine, to live on a nourifhing diet, and
to keep the parts clean by fimple dreflings-. If he did
not get better upon this regimen, it was farther recom=
mended to him to try {ea-bathing, as foon as the weather
would permit: this was in December laft. 1 heard from
him about fix weeks paft,and found he had, by the advice
of a medical gentleman under whofe care he bad placed
himfelf when he left Worcelter, again had recourfe to
mercury, but without effect. At the time he wrote tO
me, he had, for the third time, begun upon the nitric

acid; and 1 4dvifed him to take the ftrong fuming {pirit,
| | inftead
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then a l4rge’ 4nd highly ihﬂammﬂtnr}r buboy which
I opened the following morning, and immediately put
him upon the ufe of the nitrous acid, in the proportion of
3 1. to b ij. of detoftum farfaparille; to be taken every
two days, increafing the dofe, as it agreed well with him,
to 3ifs. per diem. He was extremely reduced in fiéth
and fpirits, having fuffered much from a coneealment of
his diforder, and affured me, hie had taken nothing but a
bottle of drops that fome friend or acquaintance had
given him, previous to my attendance. He took eight-
or nine quart bottles of the mixture, and, by the latter
end of December, was quite well, and continues fo at
this time.

SusanNa WRIGHT was brought to the Houfe of
Induftry about the middle of April. She had a violent
fwelling of the labia, with offenfive difcharge and in-
ternal ulceration ; fhe was ordered to lay on the part
cloths wetted with a weak folution of hydrargyrus
muriatus gr.iv. to ibfs. and to take the nitrous acid, as’
Lambe and Broome, although it conftantly made her
fick, even fo as frequently to occafion vemiting. She
perfevered in the ufe of it about fix wccks, and is now’
well at her accuftomed labour. .

LETTER FROM MR. DUNNING,; PLYMOUTH DOCK«~

Dear SiRr, May 23, 1798,

THOUGH I have enrployed nitrous acid in nearly
twenty venereal cafes, I have not kept any memoranda:
I will, however,, relate a few circumflances from me-

mory, which will be much at your {ervice.
Tue firft cafe, in which I ufed it, was a node of
fome years {tanding, on the tibia. My paticat had gone
throughr
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-

March 2d. The cardialgia, &c. difappeated, gumé#
lefs tender, R acidi 3i quotidie.

6th. As the acid greatly affefts his gums, the quan<
tity is reduced to Bij. K pulv. cort. per. 3ij. quotid. in
vino. -

8th. The falivation being very great, the acid is
ftopped, but the ulcers have totally difappeared ; he has
fio nocturnal pains, and the fwellings of the bones are
greatly diminifthed.

16th. Salivation is gone, and he is difmiffed for duty.

N. B. This cafe returned in' 6 weeks, with violent
pain and welliﬁg of the bones, but no ulcer of the throat.
He was foon after fent to the royal invalides, and I have
not fince heard of him.

CASE 11.

THoMAS JorRDAN, aged 26, of a ferofulous appear-
ance, was admitted into the regimental holpital, 26th
March, 1798, labouring under the fecondary {ymptoms of
fyphilis. For 18 months paft, he has bezn fubje& to
no@urnal pains, nodes, and painful fwellings of bones,
particularly of frons, tibiz, and ancles; pain acrofs hy-
pogaftric region, reftlefine(s, lofs of flefh and appetite,
fweatings. Previous to his admiffion at this time, he
had been much reduced from a long and fevere catarrhal
complaint, frequent cough, and habitual dyfpncea, which
Jaft has increafed lately. He has been repeatedly fali-
vated by mercury alone, and in conjunction with decoct.
farfap. comp. which he likewile ufed for a long time,
without any material benefit. From the weakly and
irritable ftate he was in, it was thought advifeable to be-
gin the nitrous acid in very fmall dofes, as in the follow-

ing
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16th. Complains much of the acid griping him, ul-
cers clean. Pergat in ufu acidi, et utatur fzpe infufo fe.
minum lini.

18th. Gonorrhesa gone, fwelling of fauces fubfiding,
and ulcers contracting. Pergat.

1g9th. From expofure to cold, there is an increafe of
{welling near his neck ; but the ulcers in the pharynx are
not perceptible, :

22d. The ulcers have totally difappeared ; there is but
little fwelling ;. the acid has no particular effect on him,
Pergat.

26th. The fwelling is gone, and he is difmiffed for
dut}r. g

CASE V.

Tuomas Roony, light company, aged 30, was ad-
mitted a patient, into the regimental hofpital; 6th April,
1798. About nine months ago this man was cured of lues
venerea ; but after his cure, he cohabited with his wife, wha
had likewife taken fome medicines, but had never been
cured. He had never felt well, and now complains of|
fwelling and pain near the verge of the anus; he is
otherwife in perfect health. R acidi nitrofi zifs. in aqua
fontanz diluti q. {. Bibendi persdiem.

April gth. Acid gripes him-flightly.

11th. Swelling and pain greatly abated, Pergat in ufl]
acidi. 5

14th. No fwelling or pain continues,

18th. Difmifled, cured. '

CASER
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‘Tue acid which I ufed was the commeon nitrous acid

of the fhops.

THE cafes have all been treated by myfelf and my
affiftant Mr. Bruce, and have occafionally been feen by
Mr. Woodthorpe, garrifon furgeon of this ifland.

TuEe permanency of the cure, in moft of the cafes,
cannot at this time be doubted ; but fhould at any future
period any thing appear in any of them, you may be
affured I will not fail to fend you an accaunt of it; as
well as of fome other cales, which at prefent I have un-
der the nitric acid,

James M‘Gricor.

LETTER FROM DR. CARMICHAEL.

-

DeAR SiRr,

SOON after I heard of Mr, Scott’s report of the power
of nitrous acid over the lues venerea, I began to pre-
feribe it in various ftages of that difeafe ; and although
I have in no inftance been able to effect a cure, I have
more or lefs perfifted in this practice. To this I have
been induced by the attention which has been called to
this fubject, by the numerous cafes laid before the public,
where this new medicine is reported generally to have
proved a fpeedy, fafe, and effectual remedy. I have
{fometimes ordered the nitric, {fometimes the nitrous acid,
generally from the fpecific gravity of 1.550 to 1.000; but
in their effects I have not been able to diftinguifh any dif-
ference. In one cafe I preferibed the hyperoxygenated
muriate of potafh, in compliance with the recommenda-
tions which have been given of it; but the refult of that
trial was not fuch as to induce me to give it ta uthers,

even
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admitted into the Houfe. On the firlt night after ad-
miflion, and on that only, fhe rubbed about 3i of mer-
curial ointment upon the infide of her thigh; but on the
day thereafter, {he recommenced the ufe of the acid, and
perfevered for three months, and for a confiderable part of
that time, took 3iij, daily. Her fore throat, eruption,
and ulcerated tibiz, were now healed ; but pains of her
head, fhoulders, and legs, which originated during the
ufe of the acid, gave her much uneafinefs. She remained
in the Houfe three weeks longer, taking the acid, with-
out any alleviation of her pains, when fhe was made an
out-patient, and took Peruvian bark and falt of fteel, but
without benefit. Mercury was at laft had recourfe to,
and her pains were removed, and her health re.

-eftablithed.

Tuomas KEering, when he applied to me for re-
lief, had the back part of his throat and tonfils exten-
fively ulcerated, and complained of exeruciating pains,
which affected his head, fhoulders, and extremities. He
informed me, that his throat had been fore for fix weeks,
but that, two months previous to his prefent complaints,
he had had a {mall fore on the prepuce, which had foon
yvielded to the means which had been employed. For
his prefent complaints he had taken no medicines.

I direfted him to take fifteen drops of nitrous acid, in
half a pint of water gruel, four times a day, which was
augmented to a hundred and twenty, and foon there~
after to a hundred and eighty drops in the fame time,
At the end of fix weeks, the fores of his throat looked
cleaner, and in fize were fomewhat contracted ; but his
pains were not alleviated; and although he perfevered
for a month longer, his ulcerations were but little re-

duced, and his pains were equally diftrefing., After fuch
a trial
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THE EDIToR, having requefled Mr. HAMMICK s
try ointment of oxygenated muriate, received from him.,
ih confequence, the following memorandum :

WITH regard to the oxygenated muriate of potafh, as
an antifyphilitic by way of inunction, I can fay nothing
favourable, having tried it in three cafes, with primary
{ymptoms of that diforder, without fuccefs. In each of
thefe cafes, the patients rubbed in two drachms of the
muriate, mixed with equal parts of hogs-lard, on their
thighs, for more than thirty nights fucceffively, without
producing any amendment. In fa&, under this treat-
-ment, their diforders evidently gained ground 5 and they
complained that the potath made their thighs very fore,
and that much of the falt remained on them after the
axunge had difappeared.

Three Cafes of lues venerea, treated with the nitrous acid,
by Mr. Charles Brown, Surgeon, in a letter to Thomas
Beddoes, M. D.

DEear Sir,

I po myfelf the honoury in compliance with your
requeft of -the 18th inftant, of fending you the detail of
three cafes of lues venerea, which were treated with
the nitrous acid ; two of them cured, the other mucl
relieved.

NoTwITHSTANDING many unfuccefsful cafes have
appeared in a recent publication, yet I hope to fee this
new remedy, in our future enquiries, retain that cele-
brity to which it is juftly entitled. I am well aware of

the number of inlets to fraud and deception, in gll that
<comes
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lowing, R hydr. muriat. gr.ifs. falis. amm. crud. zifs
aqua pure 1bj. m. pro garg. fepe utend. On the 15th
day, I increafed the dofe of the acid to zij. This quan-
tity he continued taking a fortnight longer, when he was
perfettly well. The ulcers healed rapidly, and the dif-
charge diminifhed every day. No particular regimen
was obferved. He went into the warm bath every
other morning, which I think accelerated the operation
of the acid. It is worthy of remark, that this man, pre-
vious to the infetion, laboured under dyfpepfia and
cardialgia ; but thefe {ymptoms went off as the others
abated. :

[}

CASE 1I.

Mary Gowan put herfelf under my care, January
the 22d, 1798. Her fymptoms were as follow : She had
a bubo, almoft ready to burft, in her left groin. The
velum pendulum palati was quite eaten away, and the
tonfils much ulcerated. She had two large chancres on
the left labium pudende, with dreadful no&urnal pains,
chiefly confined to the calves of her legs. There was a
copious difcharge from the urethra. I began with giving
her 3ij. acidi nitrofi, daily. After twelve days, as the
amendment was but flow, I augmented the dofe to 3iifs,
without its affecting her bowels : this quantity fhe con-
tinued taking daily, till the 28th of February, when fhe
was quite free from all {ymptoms. Under the foregoing
treatment, the contents of the bubo were abforbed.

CASE I1III.

Mr. W. P. applied to me, February 16th. He had
two wery deep and extenfive venereal ulcers behind the
glans penis, with ragged and hardened edges. A great

i ' difcharge
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my experience of its efe@s in lues is not fo extenfi ve, or
io uniform, as to enable me to fpeak with confidence on
a {ubje&, where accurate conclufions appear to be fo
difficult. Neverthelefs, fince you defire it, I will give
you a fhort account of what I have obferved.

I BEG AN to ufe the nitric acid in lues, at our Hofpital,
in the beginning of 17g7. In the two firft cafes, there
were ulcerations on the penis, and open buboes in the
- groin, but no decided evidence of the fyftem being
affected ; and the difeafe was in each cafe of lefs than
three months ftanding. In the third, the difeafe had
been in the habit upwards of a year; the furface was
covered with venereal eruptions; the throat had been
affeGted, and the glands of the neck, on each fide, had
been indurated, and were in a ftate of open ulcerationy—.

The patient had undergone a courfe of mercury in the

Hofpital ; but, after puthing it as far as her fyftem would
bear, fhe had been difcharged, about fix weeks before,
with little or no amendment in her fymptoms. The
laft fix weeks, the had been in the country, on a milk
diet, and her health was fomewhat recruited. I paid
much attention to thele three caleg and have minutes by
me refpec‘lmg them, of confiderable extent. The two
firft were males. X

EacH of the men took a pint of water daily, gratefully
acidulated with the nitric acid ; a drachm being at firft
ufed in each pint, and afterwards a drachm and a half;
but this laft proportion appearing to affeét the bowels by
griping, the original proportion was returned to, and the
patients took a pint and a half of the acidulated water
daily; i.e. a drachm and half of the acid, as already
mentioned. In the cafe of the female, we never ex-
ceeded a drachm, her bowels being very icritable,

7 L Iy
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-the ulcerations continued, though much diminifhed, De-
fpairing of any farther benefit from thefe combined powers,
we abandoned them altogether, and after a proper inter-
val, put the patient on a ecourfe of the mineral folution -
of De Valengin, (from which, in obftinate venereal af-
fections, I had before feen extraordinary effects) and
during this courfe the ulcerations fpeedily healed, and
the cure of the patient became complete, the treatment
having occupied a fpace of upwards of ten months. In.
obftinate cafes of this kind, it is ufual to fuppofe, that
{ome {crofulous or other taint has combined with th
venereal virus, and this may have been the fact in the
prefent inflance; the refult will, however, afford en
couragement in fimilar fituations. : _ i
T uE encouragement, arifing from the three cafes ju ’.i
mentioned, led me to try the nitric acid in a variety of
other cafes. Infome of thefe, my fuccefs has apparently
been complete ; in others, there has been evident benefit
without a perfect cure ; and in others, it has feemed ta
fail entirely. It is net a little curious, that in fome off
the cafesin which I have fucceeded, the fymptoms were
what are called fecondary, and the difeafe in its moft
rooted and obftinate ftate. One of my patients, whofe
name is Elkins, has drawn out his own cafe, the parti=
culars of which are fhortly thefe :—About four years ag

he was affected by lues, with the ufual fymptoms, -'-_.j

pofed cured. In abnut nine months afterwards, how=
~ ever, the difeafe appeared in his throat, and in obftinate
pains in his head, &c.. He was again falivated, and with
fimilar good effe€ts. Twelve months after this, ==._'
been for a confiderable time fubject to what was fuppoft
to be rheumatifm, the difeafe appeared again, andrefi '._'
the long-continued and repeated ufe of mercury, unde :;_'

pra'::tltl.cr er
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alifm. This has occurred fo frequently, that I do not
think the conjun&ion accidental.

THE nitric acid has never been pufhed by me to the
~ extent, in which it has been ufed by others ; in many of the
cafes, in which it has apparently failed, I cannot pretend
to fay, that it would not have fucceeded, if puthed to a
greater length ; but I have not thought it proper to carry
it to any extent injurious to the ftomach or bowels, while
the falutary effe&ts of mercurial inunétion remained untried,
In the quantities jn which 1 have prefcribed it, it has
been uniformly f{alutary to the conftitution, in this refpect
Ats action contrafting very happily with that of mercury.
In the cafes in which it has apparently fucceeded (in my
hands) in the cure of lues, I have not known a relapfe
to take place ; but as the paticnts haye been chiefly fea-
faring perfons, it 1s mot in my power to trace their hif-
tory fubfequent to our parting. In one cafe of the pri-
‘mary difeafe, in the hofpital of the 20th regiment, the
afliftant furgeon, who thought it had effetted a complete
cure, found the difeafe break out in the throat, at the

diftance of four mﬂﬂthﬁ? and ﬁnq.ll}r removed it by mer- |

cury.

_IFH.'L‘VE experience of the effects of the nitric acid in
complaints of the ftomach, hypochondriafis, afthma, and
fome ather difeafes, as well as in hepatitis ; but as your
enquiries are directed to its agency in a fingle difeafe—
lues—I forbear to enter on other points.

But you will afk whether I can mark, by any parti-
cular effects, the circumftances attending its falutary
operation in lues ?—1I think I can. 1n the cafes in which
it fucceeded, it evidently irritated the fyftem in the fol-
Jowing refpects :

THE gums were always affeted with tendernefs and

rednefs, and the action of the falivary glands increafed.
K ‘This
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which I continued the fame length of time, with a de-
cotion of bark. From this medicine I did not per-
ceive any vifible effeét. The chancres fill continuing
virulent, I‘-.*IIr. Cam fumigated them with cinnabar.
This treatment increafed the irritation fo much, that a

phymofis was the confequence. Having now given

the fublimate folution a fufficient trial, fri¢tion with
mercurial ointment was recommended, and I rubbed
in a drachm every night. In about a week after be-
ginning with the frition, the upper chancres were
evidently much mended, and my conftitution matu_:riali y
affected by the mercury. The chancres did not con-
tinue to mend the fecond week, although I rubbed in
night and morning a drachm each time.” This pro-
duced great weaknefs, faintnefs, and ficknefs, - For
fome time I had perceived a tendernefs upon touching
the glands in the groin, and on the right fide a fwelling
began. At the end of the fecond week of rubbing in,

‘the mercury fell upon my bowels ; but notwithftanding

this circumftance, I continued the application of the
ointment as before, the {welling in the groin fome-
times appearing to increafe, fometimes to diminifh.
A furgeon of the Ramney fencibles being now at He-
reford, his opinion was taken. He confidered the
fwelling as occafioned by the irritation of rubbing in
the mercury, and under the idea, that the medicine had
ceafed to aét on the venereal virus, recommended warm
bathing, and fome purgatives, for a week. Asno ma-
terial alteration took place at the end of that time, by
defire of both the gentlemen who now attended me, I
returned to the fri€tions, and took a pill of calomel at
night. The pill foaffected my ftomach the following
morning, that I took no more, and continued the fric-
tion only for a little time longer, when it again foll
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“ TwuE acid was tried for three weeks, in which time
the fores certaml}r improved, though not in a way to
promife a {peedy cure.
“ DuriNG this procefs, the carrot poultice was applied
to the ulcers, Mr, Ruflel, of Worcefter, was now
confulted. He advifed me to difcontinue the ufe of the
acid; he directed an alterative electuary, mercurial
dreflings for the fores, and Goulard’s extract to the
bubo, for the purpofe of drying them up. This plan
was purfueda fortnight, when, finding myfelf much
worfe, I determined to place myfelf under Mr. Ruffel’s
immediate care, and for that purpofe went to Wor-
cefter.
“ ARrIVED at Worcefter, I took a mercurial pill, pre-
pared with crude mercury, night and morning, and
rubbed in two drachms of ftrong mercurial ointment
three evenings, without any material amendment; then
took the folution of fublimate, but finding my ftomach
very materially affected, left it off. I continued eleven
days without any mercurial medicine, and in this in-
terval fome finufes, connefted with the bubo, were
opened by Mr. Sandiford, whom Mr. Ruffel brought
with him for that purpofe. I drank daily a quartbottle
of dedottion of mezereon, guaiacum, and farfaparilla,
The fores now appearing worfe, I again had recourfe
to mercurial ointment, and during eight fucceffive
evenings I rubbed in a drachm. The fores' now ap-
peared confiderably better ; my mouth became fore ;
but my bowels were again fo much affeCted, that I
was obliged, on the ninth evening, to defift from the
friction. I refumed it, however, the night follow=
ing ; but found my bowels fo much affected the next
day, that I was obliged to difcontinue it. “The fores
continued a day or two improving, but in lefs than a
¢ week
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Mr. Wilner's continuation.

Wuen I firft faw the patient, he appeared of a fallow
complexion, with a pulfe quicker than natural. In the
right groin was a large phaged®nic bubo, in a fpreading
ftate. Iis edges were fwollen, indurated, and of a purple
colour, in fome parts undermined. The furface was
either in a floughy ftate, or raifed up by unhealthy granu-
lations ; fome of which were ulcerating at the top, and
foon became floughy in their turn. Another deep ulcer,
of a round form, about an inch and a half in diameter,
was fituated oppofite the fymphyfis of the offa pubis.—
This had a more malignant appearance than the other: .
both difcharged a confiderable quantity of fanious mat-
ter, of an offenfive {mell, and were attended with fo
much pain, that his nights were generally paft without
fleep. Mercury and the nitrous acid had at different
times been ufeful in the cafe; but, on account of the
effets of the former on the bowels, it could never be
continued long enough to fubdue the difeafe. The ufe
of the acid had been given up without any very fub-
ftantial reafons. When the patient left off both, and
tried the effeés of country air, the bark, reftoratives, &c.
his health became manifeftly worfe, 'and the difeafe
gained ground,

Uron reviewing the circumftances of this cafe, it was
not eafy to decide upon what was proper to be done, and
there remained only a choice of difficulties. It appeared
evident, however, that unlefs mercury or the nitrous acid
could be puthed to a much greater extent than they had
hitherto been, very little chance of fuccefs remained.—
I determined to begin with mercury. Before the ufe of

this, as it was probable the effects it had on the bowels
~arofe
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‘“ quantity was ordered to be drank, by a cupful a¢ '
¢ a time, every twenty-four hours.” '

Now here it appears, from the 30th' of March, the
"day he was received at the Hofpital, that not any thing
was ordered for him till the 4th of Agpril. 2 !

¢ 6th of April, the acid was increafed to four drachms
“a day, as it agreed perfetly well, The acid was not
€¢ omitted till the 24th ; and he was difmiffed, apparently
¢¢ cured, on the 27th, and has not been heard of fince.”

Is it not reafonable to imagine, that, had the difeafe
appeared again, the man would have applied for ad-
miffion into that Hofpital wherein it is faid he had been
apparently cured by taking the nitrous acid only twenty
days? fo that the very firft cafe, from the author’s own
experience, is a cafe of apparent fuccefs.

CASE II.

¢ Jouw LEwis, in the 1Sth year of his age, was
¢ admitted under my care, at the Lock Hofpital, upon
¢ the 16th of September, 1797 ; three months before
¢ which time he had contraéted a gonorrhcea, and was
“ foon afterwards affeted with a tumour in his right
¢ groin. ‘T'he fwelling continued to get worfe by de-*
« orees, and was in a ftate of {uppuration when I firft
“ faw him; he had alfo a flight phymofis, but no other
¢ complaint whatever. On the 16th, 18th, and 20th of
¢« this month, he rubbed in a drachm of mercurial oint-
¢ ment, as I had not then determined to ufe the new
¢ remedy : this muft therefore be confidered as fo much
¢ the more favourable for his cure with the acid.”

5 ng.-r does Mr. B. purpofe to make this out? By what '
means can be thus decide, when this is only the fecond
€Cafe with primary fymptoms, in which he has made ufe -
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¢ with whom I have ventured to hazard my reputation
“ by trufting to a new-fangled [cheme.”

Does not this laft fentence breathe prejudice enough
to throw difcredit on the whole book? Such a declara-
tion as this, in the commencement only of the trial of
the ¢ new-fangled fcheme,” where Mr. Blair gCrows
irritated (irritated he muft have been, or otherwife he
never would have committed himfelf by fuch an un-
guarded expreflion) becaufe a private patient (wanting
confidence) quits him. What can we expect after this?
Surely, that in all the fubfequent cafes, the nitrous acid
will be given with a great bias againft it,

CASE VI.
¢ RoBERT €ARR, in the 25th year of his age, was

¢ admitted under my care, at the Lock, O&ober 26th,

““1797. His complaints were, a very badly ulcerated
¢ and inflamed prepuce, filled with large warts. It was
“ eight months fince he contratted the difeafe. Dr.
¢¢ Pearfon fent him to my houfe, before his admiffion : I
‘¢ then dire@ed him to take the acid mixture, of the
< ufual ftrength (two pints a day) until he had produced
< a letter for the Hofpital.”

WHAT is the ufual ftrength of the acid mixture { for
nothing like a general rule has yet been given.

« Nov. 2d, free from pain. 13th, much worfe, in all
¢ refpects ; the acid omitted ; a faturnine lotion ordered
¢ to be injected within the prepuce; the cataplafm re-
¢ peated as before.  16th, the warts bighly inflamed, and
¢ gery luxuriant. * 18th, I removed the whale of the pre-

€< pucey and the warts which were attached to it.  24th, !
« the patient goes on properly, Dec. 4th, he was wei =

¢ enough to be difcharged.”
Ir
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< them, however, as a rhewnatic affeclion, 1 did not
#¢ admit him into the Hofpital again.”

Quere, 1If the laft pains were rheumatic, were not
the firft fo alfo; and what was nitrous acid expeéted
to do?

L]

CASH TX. .

“ JeremiaH Peacock was admitted as a patient,
¢ on the gth of November laft. His original fymptom,
¢ a year ago, was a gonorrheea, which, after fome
¢ months, was followed by ulcerations within the pre-
¢ puce. He had thefe complaints on his application to
“ me, befides a phymofis, and holes through the pre-
‘¢ putium, of two weeks continuance, for which he had
¢ never taken any medicine, A linfeed cataplafm, and a
¢ faturnine 'lotion, were ufed externally, while the
¢ nitrous mixture was taken internally. This plan was
€ purfued, without any alteration, till the 20th, when
- & warts were arifing from within the prepuce, and
¢ through the ulcerated holes, 27th, the ulcers got
¢ wider, and the warts more luxuriant, fo that I found
$¢ it neceflary to remouve all the difeafed paris by a free in-
& cifion.  The acid was now omitted. He got better in 2
<« few days, and, on the 11th of December, was nearly
¢ well. Finding himfelf apparently freed from the
¢ diforder, he left the Hofpital before I intended to difs
¢t charge him,”

In this cafe, as foon as the difeafed parts were re-
moved by a free incifion, the acid was omitted, aithnugh
this patient had taken it only eighteen days, and it agreed
well. For what reafon could the acid have been dif-
continued ? unlefs it was, fearing it might effect a cure,
which may be now attributed to it.

CASE
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¢ was beginning to fuppurate. Mercurial ointment Wa$
“ then ordered, and at length a perfeét cure was accoms
“ plithed.”—But how long it was before that perfeét
cure was accomplifbed, is not fpecified ; but it appears to
have taken fome length of time, as one of the buboes
fuppurated under the mercurial courfe.” The nitrous
acid taken by this patient for 31 days only.

1]

CASE XII.

Jou~ WirLrL1aMs wasapparently cured (of ¢ chancres
¢ on the middle and upper part of the penis, with indu-
¢ rated glands in each groin) by the nitrous acid; but
¢ returned, in fomewhat more than a month, to the
¢« Hofpital “ with numerous broad fyphilitic blotches on
< his breaft and face; alfo a venereal farcocele, and an
¢¢ ill-looking ulcer on one tonfil: he faid, his throat be-
¢ came fore a month ago; but that his eruptions had
¢¢ appeared only a week.” -

WHETHER the acid would have had fufficient
power, to remove thefe appearances, was not, unfor=
tunately, determined ; for he was immediately ordered
the mercurial inun&tion, and left the Holpital in little
more than two months, and promifed to return if any re-
lapfe fhould occur. Since that, he has not been heard of.
This man had had chancres fix months previous to his
admiffion and treatment by the nitrous acid; which
chancres ¢ he had endeavoured to get rid of by fome
“ trifling means,” but had taken nothing for three months
before Mr.B. faw him. It is to be lamented, that we
are not informed what thefe trifling means were : 1 have
“no doubt thefe trifles- were local and efcharotic appli-
cations, and then we may know with juftice where tu

place the origin of thefe fecondary fymptoms, without at-
tributing

. -
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Now Mr, Blair has evidently mifunderftood the

meaning of this paflage from Dr. Beddoes, who does not

recommend (if I underftand rightly) the nitrous acid, in
preference to any ether medicine, for the cure of
JSerofula, but that the nitrous acid ought to be ad-
miniftered, in preference to any other medicine, for the
cure of the lues ven. when combined with a feeble or
fcrofulous habit. Has not Mr. Blair often feen, in
his pradtice, the dreadful confequences that follow
courfes of mercury in fcrofulous and debilitated habits ?
and would it not be a moft defirable objet to cure the

lues ven. in thofe habits by the acid, even though it -

¢ did no material good” to the fcrofulous affeétion ? -

CASE XV.

ReqQuirEs only to be given in Mr. B’s own words, to
point out, in the cleareft manner, that the caufe of the
failure of the oxygenated muriate of potafh, in this cafe,
was folely owing to the inflammatory {tate of the fyftem,

brought on by an injudicious overdsfing of the medicine.-

« NicuoLas BrRowN, in the 25th year of his age,
¢ had intercourfe with a woman of ill fame, about the
¢ middle of January laft. Three days afterwards, one
- % of his groins became lightly inflamed, painful, and in-
¢ creafed a little in bulk every day. A week before 1

« faw him, a gonorrhcea came on, and both his groins

« fwelled. When he was admitted into the Hofpital,
¢ the tumor on his left fide was as large as a pullet’s
¢« egg, and fuppurating ; the other was in an indurated
« ftate: he had not takéh any medicine whatever for hﬁ!
¢ prefent diforder.

- & This was regarded as an unexceptionable cafe (with
« primary fymptoms) for the trial of the oxygenatcd

¢ muriate

.
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“ termitting. ‘The head-ach, &c. continued to be very
¢ diftrefling, and the buboes were become larger tham '
“ when he firft was admitted. From thefe circume
¢ ftances, Mr. B. was induced to try a mercurial courfe, ;
¢ which he bore wery #ll, Purging and griping were
¢ brought on by a very gentle mode of treatment. On
“the 21ft of Aprily he was difcharged, well, except |
“a flight induration .in the groin, 7th May, he re- |
¢ mained in the fame ftate.”

No wonder the buboes became larger, when inflamma~

tion had been induced to fuch a high degree.

€ASE XVIv

A very imperfe& one; introduced to difcredit the ufe
of the citric acid, which had been given on board of
thip ; but the citric acid has not been much extolled by
the advocates for the new remedies .even on fhore;
and I believe thofe, who are well acquainted with
the quality of the citric acid fupplied to the fhips
of war, will never think of giving it as an antifyphilitic;
and moreover, had it been the recent juice, no inference
could have been drawn from this cafe, as the patient
was at the ¢ fame time ufing mercury;” and what is
{till more remarkable, this is the only cafe produced,
in which the citric acid had been given; and even this

was not given by Mr. B. himfelf.

" CASE XVIE.

So defe@ive, that it is not deemed worthy of notice:
but, as far as it goes, in favour of the nitrous acid. '
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“and be had very great diffculty in taking it. 13fh, he
‘ complained heavily of the pain, naufea, and coldnefs
¢ which the acid produced in his ftomach, every time he
 drank it, and told me ¢ the mercury had done him
¢ good, but that this medicine had not.’ Notwithftanding
““ the unegfinefs he endured, the acid was continued in the
¢ fame proportion till the 17thy when the pain, &3¢, became

“ fo infupportable, that it would have been cruel to infift on -

< his perfevering.”’

- This patient was afterwards cured by mercurial in-
unction.—Coldnels and pain produced : a man ought to
know the proper dofe of a medicine before he prefcribes
it 5 and when he reports effets, thould be able to diftin-
guifh fuch as are real from thofe that are imagined.

CASE II.

Joun MAcAULEY took two drachms daily of the
nitrous acid, without {yrup, in a quart of water, from the
11th of May to the Bth of June, for venereal eruptions.
‘When the nitrous medicine was omitted, as it is faid,
¢¢ the fpots were manifeftly getting {till worfe ;” yet, on
the 23d of May, prior to that, ¢ the acid agreed well,
¢ and the fpots were fading :” thefe fpots, after the dif-
continuance of the nitrous acid, required fifty-one drachms
of mercurial ointment to complete a, cure. The acid
agreed well in this cafe ; and the patient had not taken
it 2 month. The omitting it feems rather premature,

CASE III.

SHALL be tranfcribed fully, that the public may form
their opinion, whether it is in favour, or not, of the

nitrous acid : at all events, it plainly demonftrates how
' very
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CASE 1V,

ALTHOUGH' the nitrous acid appeared to procuse

fome amendment, yet the difeafe was not fufficiently

charadterized, to decide the efficacy of the « new-fangled
fcheme.” .

"CABSE V.

ForWirriam Purker was prefcribed thie nitrous me-
dicine (without any given proportion or form) from the
28th of Oé&tober to the 27th of November, when 2 mer-
curial courfe was commenced, and completed a cure —
Here T beg leave to fubmit, whether any credit ought in

juftice to be given to this cafe, when it is admitted, that

this patient ¢ had gone three times into the warm bath,”
without Mr. Blair’s knowledge. That a patient could
go three times into a warm bath, without his furgeon’s
order or knowledge, fhews a2 great want of attention
fomewhere ; and may we not naturally fuppofe, that,

after a declaration like this (and others to be met with - |

in the pamphlet, as « through a miftake, the man
¢ omitted his pills the laft four days,” and “by an over-
“fight it happened, that a patient’s ulcerated blotches
¢ had been dreffed with a cerate in which red muriated
““ mercury had been mixed,”) the patients have not, in
every inftance, taken their medicine s prefcribed ? And
they may have heard alfo, that they were trying a new
medicine, and had been thereby alfs prejudiced againft
the medicine, and have faid they had taken it, when, per-
haps, too often they had not.

IN this cafe, in feven days only, by the ufe of mercury,
nodes, pains, and cruptions, were nearly well 5 and, in
fourteen days, the patient had ¢ no ajlment whatever.”—
Credat qui wult.

CASE
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“ he took it till the 4th of January, and then left the
¢ Hofpital. The pains were much alleviated; bhis
¢ mode was greatly reduced, but not entirely gone 5 the aeid
¢ at laft made him giddy after taking each dofe ; other-
<« wife it produced no difagreeable effet. May 7th, he
¢ returned to inform me that his leg has been very pain-
¢ ful, during the late cold winds and changeable weather.
* The node remained as large as it was five months
s hefore? . |

CASE IX,

THE nitrous acid at firt proved of much fervice;
only ninety-two meafured drachms adminiftered, when
mercury was employed to complete a cure.—Here
puftular eruptions again as proofs of venereal affection ;
probably arifing from plethora, as is common in youth ;
or, as fome would fay, from hyperoxygenation of the
fyftem. This is another cafe wery foon cured by
changing from nitrous acid to mercurial ointment. y

CASE X.

DiseasE not defined ; but the.cafe merits to be feen,
as, in the laft paragraph, the prejudice of the author is
- yvery manifeft :

« RoserT BLYTHE, aged 27, cnntra&ed the lues
¢ venerea, about the middle of July, 1797. His fir/f and
& M“é’ i}rmptum (he fays) was an eruption; however
¢ that may be, he had no other venereal complaint
¢« when he applied to the Hofpital, Dec. 21. The acid
< mixture was given: it agreed well, and made the [pots
< a’fappmr confiderably in fix days. January 2d, he was

¢ ftill getting better, but cloped that day, without leave :
tc thzs
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“ every night. On the 4th of January, his cure was
st penfect.”

IN this cafe it appears, that, as foon as Mr. B. changed
the nitrous acid drink for calomel pills, he alfo changed
the yellow bafilicon ointment (with which the fores had
been drefled whilft the nitrous acid had been given)
for ceratum lapidis calaminaris, in which was mixed
fome red nitrated mercury, Had the cafe been truly
venereal, this alteration would not have ftruck us; but,
as ¢ the general hiftory the man gave of his cafe was too
confufed and incoberent to be worth recording,” and as his
complaints were ¢ feveral creeping ulcers” over the tibia,
we fhould have regarded this cafe as more perfet, had
no change been made in the topical applications: but
Mr. B. feems difpofed to give mercury every poflible
advantage.

CASE XIII.

THE nitrous acid was taken for thirty-two days, the
latter part of which time the patient grew worfe;
_butat one time, he received benefit from its exhibition.
Mercurial ointment was then ordered; but he abfconded”
without a cure: but the rapid good effects in this and
many other cales, immediately on the ufe of mercury, are
remarkable !

CASE XIV.

NiTroUs acid only exhibited five days; during which,
the patient only took ten drachms of the acid, and yet
this cafe is produced as one of the failures of the medi-
cine! It is alfo a little fingular, that Dr. De Valangin-
and others fhould have been treating this cafe un-

fuccefsfully, and that; under the care of our author, it
" fhould .
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¢ with a communication from the furgeons of Wool>
¢ wich Hofpital, concerning the caufe and the remedy of
« this heat in the urine of patients taking oxygenated
« muriate of potath; in confequence of which, T de-
¢ creafed the daily quantity of that remedy to only thirty
« grains. On the 8th, the heat and fecretion of her
¢ yrine were leflened ; but fhe had taken ninety grains
<« during the laft two days. I directed it to be continued
<« in the fame proportion.—12th, her nofe has got worfe
< thefe four days.—15th, again her nofe is better ; but
¢ the gonorrhcea remains undiminifhed. I ‘therefore
« ordered a vitriolic injeGtion.—17th: this day fhe has
¢ had a violent pain in her head, with giddinefs, vo-
¢ miting, and purging: the medicine was now entirely
«¢ difeontinued. The gonorrheea has leflened ; her fali-
« yary glands are not at all affected ; her tongue is not
%¢ yet white 3 her pulfe beats 100 in a minute.—26th;
¢« the vomiting and loofenefs are better ; but the pain
« and giddinefs are ftill exceffive; her pulfe has rifen to
« 106 ; venereal eruptions are appearing under the hair
¢ in the nape of -her neck. I fufpended all medical
¢ treatment, in order to fee the farther progrefs of ‘the
« fymptoms; but fhe went out of the Hofpital, and re-
¢ turned no more.” | T
- Tue letter alluded to above, from Dr. Rollo to Mr.
Blair, ferves to ftrengthen the obfervation, that the
effets of the oxygenated muriate of potafh have been
rendered abortive, in many cafes, by the injudicious
over-dofing of the medicine.
- Dr.Rovrvo fays, « It would appear, that in certair
< conftitutions and ftates of the ftomach, the oxygenate
s¢ muriate of potafh, when given in large dofes, inftead o
“ producing its ufual effeéls upon the conflitution, runs of
« by urine, undecompofed. In fuch cafes, the patient gene
; « yal
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portunities. But mere opportunity is of very ambiguots
import : it may amount to much; it may amount to
almoft nothing. Had thofe whom various caufes have
helped to opportunities, been by them alone enabled to
fettle impurta}lt queftions in the fcience of animal nature,
our art had fcarcely been what it now is. If opportunity
of obfervation confer medical wifdom, how fhall we find
terms reproachful enough for the memory of thofe innu-
merable pofleffors of opportunity, who not only have
hid their treafure during life, but {uffered it to defcend
with them into the grave ? _

Ix reality, will common fenfe allow us to give credit
on the {core of opportunity, before proof is exhibited of
talents for ufing it well? Without fuch proof, to pretend
to authority is to beg the queftion. A furgeon of the
Lock may eafily in no refpe&t but opportunity be
fuperior to a village apothecary. His patrons can beftow
the appointment : but can they beftow alfo the moral
and intellectual qualities neceflary to turn it to the ad-
- vantage of mankind? And will thofe who have the
requifite qualifications fail to find opportunity to exer-
cife them on a difeafe fo common as fyphilis ?

- I HEAR, indeed, the Eflayift’s ¢ tnown charaéter for
¢ induftry, ability and integrity,” mentioned in a tone
which will fometimes pafs with the unwary for proof of
thefe qualities, ‘where no other exifts. But ¢ fnown,”
how, and to whom? by the teftimony of numerous
difciples? or the more unEqLiivncal teftimony of ufeful
writings, like Pott, Hunter, Default ; or known but in
private, and not from having undergone a fevere pro-
bation ! The Editor’s acquaintance with modern me-
“dical literature muft be very imperfect, if fuch honourable
notoriety exifted. And no other is to the purpofe: for
what phyfician, furgeon, or apothecary, ftands fo forlorn
| in
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p. 114, which I have juft quoted, they would think that
the phrafe, ¢ being far the moft efficacious and certainy”
relates to mercury and the new remedies comparatively
confidered ; whereas they concern only nitrous acid and
the oxygenated muriate of potafh. Dr. Rollo, in his
Preface tn\VuL II. fays indeed, that thefe fubftances are
¢ likely to turn out” preferable to mercury. But is he,
who reprefents a thing as promifing to become fuch or
fuch to be fixed down as abfolutely refponfible for the
event !

<« Some gentlemen (continues the Effay, p. 115) took
« ymbrage at the following expreflion in my circular
« leiter of the 17th of October latt : We have been in-
< formed that above 100 bad cafes [tand aticfted as citred
¢ beyond all reafonable doubt : But, on impartially exa-
< mining the evidence brought forward ?'#Eﬂfﬂg- them,
<& there is ground to conclude that this declaration has nat
s been werified by legitimate examples.---It may now be
< afked, whether the truth of this obfervation does not
¢t begin to appear ? Mr. S. is not fatisfied with his
¢ trials, and wifhes to fupprefs what he has faid about
¢ the effects of nitrous bathing ; although, a few months
¢ ago, he was of opinion that his cafes were DECISIVE,
¢ and that they afforded THE MOST SATISFACTORY
¢« sVIDENCE in favour of his acid bath, which was
¢ gTILL MORE EFFECTUAL THAN ITS INTERNAL

~

¢ yse.”

So then, Mr. Scott’s precipitancy in regard to one
method of treatment, is to baftardife not only the fruits
of his own experience in another mode, but thofe alfo of
the probably more ample experience of others | To this
sncredible dogic I do not recolleét that my reading has
furnithed me with a parallel, except in an advertifement

of Velno's Vegetable Syrup, which (by infinuation)
: warns
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ever; and reft aflured, Sir, fhould fuch a cafe occur,
I will immediately do myfelf the honour of tranfmitting
the particulars of it to you: but we will for a moment |
fuppofe that the difeafe had made its appearance again in
two or three inftances ; ought that to difcourage gentle-
men from giving the mtmus acid? Do we not too often
find the venereal difeafe appearing again after the beft
conducted courfes of mercury, under the moft eminent of
the pmfeiﬁuu ; yet that does not difcourage the ufe of |
mercury ; ought it therefore to hold good with regard to
the nitrous acid, which (it is agreed upon all hands)
does not injure the conftitution, under the longeft
courfes, in the moft debilitated and fcrofulous habits ?
From the whole of the obfervations we have been able
to make, it appears that the nitrous acid fucceeds better
in chancres, indurated and phagedenic buboes, excoria-
tions about the anus, fcrotum and pubes, phvmuﬁs,
warts on the prepuce and glans, blotches on the face
and fealp, than in the other fymptoms of this diforders;
and we think the moft advifable method to be purfued in
almoft all cafes is, to begin with the nitrous acid ; and
if, after three weeks or a month’s continuance, it fhould.
be found that the fymptoms have not relented ; then it
would be right to difcontinue the acid, and give mercury
in fome form or other, for a fhort time (not fo long as ta
produce a mercurial habit), and then to begin anew with
the acid. In feveral cafes, the fymptoms appear to yield
very flowly to mercury, where the nitrous acid had been
previoufly given unfuccefsfully; more particularly in
five cafes, the penis has fwollen to an alarming fize, and
IEqutred the mercurial courfe to be pufhed on to ar
unufual extent before the difeafe gave way. The nitrous
acid has never in any inftance produced the fmalleft
difpofition tending to ptyalifin. The largeft quantity we
: have
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MR, HAMMIEE,

Ox confulting the prefeription book in which Johm
Nowland, who has been faid to have taken a four media
cine here for two months, was entered, we find that the
above patient was received into thisHofpital on the 7th of
December, 1797, put on the nitrous acid drink the 8th,
invalided about the 16th, and that he quitted the Hofpital
on the 2gth of the fame month, having taken the drink
only twenty days, inftead of twa months. Nothing can
point out the deplorablenefs of this man’s cafe, at that
time, better than his being invalided in about ten days
after his arrivel here, it being-a general rule not to bring
any men forward as ebjects for furvey, unlefs they have
been more than thirty days in the Hofpital, excaptmg 2
very miferable and apparent cafes; |

I am, &c. ]
STEPHEN HHMMICK, ]un.. I
Royal Hofpital, Plymouth, S.epr 10, 1798. q

q
b
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Ox what falfe ftatements credulity imputes cures and

failures to different practices, is fhewn by the daily

hiftory of medicine and quackery. The following pre-
tended relapfe was lately notified to me as an objection
to the ufe of nitrous acid. It may find its way into
print as a document to this effect. A gentleman with ve~
nereal ulcers of the fauces, and a general copper-coloured:
eruption, applied to me. I did not think the opinions of
- the patient and of thofe 'who furrounded him, would
permit me to attempt the cure without mercury. I

therefore urdered mercurial inunétion, and. the aitrous
- acid
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IL. E
Of the unfavourable Experience of others. i

FEELING it impoffible to avoid noticing the fubje
of the preceding fection, I could not notice it flightly,
nor would I affeét the tone of complaifance. On th
prefent head I may be very concife. Mr. Benjamin Bell
has ftrongly warned the public againft the nitrous acid.
He attefts, that ¢ the moft diftrefsful confequences have
¢ enfued in all the inftances in which he has known this
<t acid to be depended upon for a cure, the difeafe having
<¢ rapidly gained ground in all of them.”
~ Taxing it for granted, in fpite of what Mr. Adams

(on morbid Poifons), Mr. John Rell (Difconrfes on
Wounds) or any other may contend, that Mr. B. Bell’s
clearnefs of head and talents for obfervation equal his
induftry, a general declaration of this nature can avail
but little with thinking men. Mr. Bell fpeaks
<« every trial which he has made,” and * all the in-\

of their real number, nor of their circumitances. i
may alike mean five, ten, fifty, or a hundred. How!
can fuch an account as this ftand in the face of exact de-»
tails ? |

I am intimately convinced, that it would have been fa
more agreeable to report full fuccefs. From a pe =
fuafion that the particulars attending failures are necefla ¥
to the precifion of practice, I have fpared no pains 0
draw out atteftations of this nature. Befides authors:
of cammunications, I have met with two furgical prac-

titionersy
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from fufpicion of error and fraud.: They will refledk;,
that on. the ‘introducion of the beft remedies, unfair
pratices have thrown a cloud cver their reputation, and
that their early ufe has been attended with difficulties,
But experience has difperfed thefe clouds, and {fmoothed.
thefe difficulties.” ¥ aaly i adies oy 30 «Ted
“THE effeét of ‘inftances already on record, in ex«
citing -2 fulfpicion. of . want of perfeverance, will be
firengthened ‘by fads in the prefent collection; and in
this point of view 1 confider the cafe, of which the:
defcription fills the principal part of the following lettery

as remarkably infirudtives . 0 4 orpee

------

L Ty
I

LETTER FROM DR.CLARKE, OF NEWCASTLE.

| . Neweaftle, Qtober Tthy 1798.

DEAR Sir, - =1
- AGREEABLY to your defire; I tranfmit you the
following cafe, extracted from my regifter of patients in
the Infirmary. - anb #1aal PaREY
CWinpram Dawsow, aged 295 was admitted on the
26th of Oé&ober, 1797. Three months ago, he fays,
4 chancre appeared upon the glans penis, which fpread
gradually, and became a very foul ulcer, It has now
deftroyed two-thirds of the prepuce, and at leaft one-half
of the ‘gian‘ﬁ‘ penis, infomuch that the worifice of the
arethra cannot be diftinguithed by the eye. The ulcera-
+ions have afloughy bottom, and hard tucked-in edges.
His' voice i§ hoarfe, and his throat is fore; but wuaf
uleerated 5 and he obferves, that he has lately caught
cold. The only medicine he has taken, he calls the
American Tinéture, which appears to be a folution of
hydrargyrus muiatus. He took 20 drops of it twice a

day, for five weeks ; but, for three weeks before coming
| 9

-
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daily. December 1ft, the nitric acid was increafed te

" half an ounce. Dec. 15th, no improvement in the fore
for three or four days paft. The nitric acid was
prdered to be increafed to four drachms and a half, daily,
Dec. 18th, the fore almoft perfectly cicatrifed; but
nunder the new cuticle there remains fome little hard
eminences. The appetite is good, his ftools regular,

and his pulfe natural. January 1ft, 1798, he fays, that, .

four days ago, a core, or piece of unfound flefh, came
out with the drefling from the part where the frenum
was formerly inferted, It is now a fmall, deep, foul
ulcer, with 2 f{loughy bottom. Although I was much
difappointed at this appearance, it was ftill determined
upon, that he thould perfevere regularly in the ufe of the

nitric acid. .~ January 8th, the afpect of the ulcer is much _'

jmproved, and has filled up more than one half. = Jan.

¥5th, the fore is perfe&tly clean, but has not filled ¥
up much fince laft week. From this time, the fore con-
tinued in g healing ftate, and was perfeltly cicatrifed on
the 25th of January, on which day he was difmiffed |

from the Infirmary. He returned three weeks after-

wards, and continued perfectly well. = As he lived in the
_nmghhourhnud bhe was defired to return if the com- .
plaint recurred ; but it is now the 2d of Auguft, and he
has not yet made his appearance. During the time of

this patient’s refidence in the Inﬁtm:u.}r, he took, without
;he leaft intermiffion, 308 drachms of the nitric acid,
prepared by a very accurate chymift in this town. It
never thewed the leaft effett in accelerating the pulfe,
nor ur.:caﬁumng the leaft tendernefs in the mouth. It
was drunk through a glafs tube. He foon improved his
g.ppetitc and, during the remainder of the courfe, he
~was in full health and vigour. But at the fame time

™ gl W il T . i -y

r
¥
%
-

i am of np1mun, that a cure would have been more

fpecdﬂy
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you pleafe. 'The patient has rot again appeared at the '
Infirmary ; he lives only five miles from' this place:
I therefore judge that no relapfe has taken place.

-

- Mr. KENTISH, in a letter accompanying the above
communication, remarks, ¢ I faw and attended to the
< progrefs of the cafe Dr. Clark fends you. I have like
¢ wife feen fome others in which the acid has been
< ufeful, particularly when the patients had pufhed the
¢ mercurial courfes too far. It has prﬁrﬁd to me, that
¢ the morbid altions excited by mercury are more
t¢ readily fubdued by its ufe, than by any of the methods
“ now in practice ; and if the patient does not get im-
¢« mediately well under its 'ufe, it enables the @'ﬂ:e’ni to
¢ bear a rencwal of mercury ; at all events, it muft be
¢ Jooked upon as an ufeful auxiliary : and T beg ]mu to
‘¢ accept my portion of thanks for haﬂng exc:ted fuch : a
#¢ general inveftigation of its puwmﬁ T

e

g.q —

Cases not truly fyphilitic, though treated as cafes of
confirmed lues, are likely to do fome difcredit to medi-
cines of a charadter not yet eftablifhed, however little
an failurc) they may affect the reputation of mercury.
~Mr. HyxTEr’s affertion, (Tr. on the Penereal
Difeafe) that - the venereal difeafe is fufpected to be
prefent in many cafes where the nature of the diforder is
not well marked, applies, I think, lefs to local than to
conftitutional fymptoms; for, though he in one paflage
confiders blotches and ulcers in the throat as figns
the moft certain that occur in any ftage of the venereaj

complaint, yet in ether places he has expreffions, calcu-
2 lated
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copper-coloured fpots, which the phyfician he then con-

fulted had no difficulty in pronouncing to be venereal.

By his dire@ion, he underwent a courfe of mercurial

frictions, which occupied nearly three months, owing ta

the difficulty experienced in impregnating the {yftem

with the quantity proper to operate effe¢tually. As foon

as that was done, the fymptoms gradually went off.
Some of the fpots returned after he had difcontinued the
ufe of mercury, but foon difappeared of themfelves. His

phyfician pronounced him perfeétly cured, and he thought

himfelf fo.

Azrou'T nine months afterwards, X. Y. had an attack of
the fcarlet fever; after which, the fpots returned, fewer
in number than before, but alike in colour and in fize,
attended alfo with a flight forenefs of the throat. He
confulted a pradtitioner of experience, who, in the ab-
fence of primary fymptoms, had little hefitation in con-
fidering this as a cafe of fecondary {yphilis. By his ad-
vice, X. Y. again reforted to the ufe of mercury ; but,
from the difficulty formerly attending the ufe of fritions,
he was induced to prefer the internal exhibition. This
he continued for about two months, with the occafional
ufe of the warm bath. The forenefs of the throat was
removed, and fome alteration produced in the fpots.
They difappeared foon after, upon his going into a more
fouthern climate.

In the fummer of 1793, one or two f{pots appeared
again upon the breaft, unattended with any other fymp-
toms. They were thewn to Dr. Cyrillo, of Naples,
who was clearly of opinion they were not venereal.

In the winter of 1796, and the fpring of 1797, X. Y.
being returned to England, was much confined to feden-
tary employments, in the damp air of new buildings, and
frequently expofed to wet feet. Spots, which appeared to

g b6 him
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In the latter end of the fummer, my opinion was
afked on the probable efficacy of the nitrous acid. I had
no hefitation in advifing the trial of fo fafe a courfe,
believing that the general health could not fail to be
greatly improved, whatever might be the iffue as to the
difeafe. The want of any one diftin& fymptom led
me to doubt whether the affe@ion was of a fyphilitic
nature. 'The fpots were of a lighter yellow than I had
ever feen in undoubted 'Iue_s'vt:nerea. Of two ex-
perienced furgeons, who by my defire examined the
patient, one pronounced the complaint to be venereal :
the other, with me, rather difbelieved than doubted this
opinion. The fpots, by reafon of their fhade, were not
decifive, though we were told that the} were as dark as .
at the commencement of the laft mercurial courfe, when
the ftiffnefs of the joints was relieved. Expofure to cold
feemed to account fatisfakorily enough for the pains.—
Under this uncertainty, 6o drops of nitrous acid, in
a quart of water, mixed up with about 6oz. of fugar,
were prefcribed. Ten drops per day were added to the
dofe, until it had reached 100 drops, uﬁng alfo thehot-
bath at g6, for an hour every morning, fo as not to
perfpire afterwards, At the end of the firft week, the.
pains in the back, and alfo in the legs and wrifts, which
before were heavy and dull, became more acute. The
fpots feemed to look redder. The acid produced in-
creafed infenfible perfpiration, and agreed perfectly with
‘the ftomach, much improving the appetite. ' bl

Uron leaving off bathing for a day, but continuing .
to take the acid, the fpots refumed their former colour.

In the fecond week, the dofe of nitrous acid was
eradually increafed to 130 drops, and the ufe of the bath
continued. The fpots extended themfelves, and the
pains were fomewhat diminifhed, which the patient

thought
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take *, for one hour in the morning, and one in the
evening, and took Ioo drops of nitrous acid per day,
ufing the warm bath every fecond day. The mercury
paffing off through the bowels I advifed difcontinuing the
ufe of the acid at the clofe of the fixth week.

DurinG the feventh, the rubbing in was continued
as before, and {mall dofes (25 to 30 drops) of laudanum
taken to ftop the purging, which it effeted. At the
conclufion of this week, the patient complained that his
thighs, arms, and legs, where the fri¢tions had been per-
formed, were one continued fore, but that no tafte was
yet fenfible in the mouth, nor did there appear, during
the frictions, much diminution of the ointment laid on :
he however perfevered, during the eighth and ninth
weeks, with the fritions, once a day, adding thereto the
internal ufe of mercury. He took two, and fometimes
three of the pilule hydrargyri daily, containing 13 grs.
of mercury each, adding {fmall dofes of opium, and of the
miftura cretacea, to keep the ftomach in order.

ALL this produced but a very flight forenefs of the
mouth ; and it being impoffible to go on with the fric-
tions any longer, from the inflamed furface, the internal
dofe was increafed and continued during the 1oth week,
the mouth continuing flightly fore. The pains had
been variable during the whole of this timc, and ne
alteration was produced in the fpots.

Arr hopes of filling the fyftem with mercury by thc
ufual means being now at an end, I advifed a trial of the
metHod of fumigating with the calx of mercury, adopted
by Mr. Abernethy from the Chevalier Lalouette.

Aw apparatus was conftruted, confifting of a box or
pu]pit, 2 feet 6 inches diameter, and 4 feet 6 inches

» The ufe of this unlimited quantity was the pauent's OWR
a2t ang deed,

high,
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upon the ftomach ; to relieve which, I prefcribed aloetie
pills, and advifed a diminution of the dofe of nitrous |
acid, - The oppreflive fenfation upon the ftomach and
diaphragm, attended with ficknefs and head-ach, re-;
mained to the end of the week. The fpots had regained
their original colour, and the forenefs of the mouth was
entirely gone. It was therefore concluded, that this
method of exhibiting the mercury, like the former ones,
had ceafed to produce any effect. The pains in the back
and legs had fenfibly diminifhed under this latter
treatment, : .

X. Y. remained under my care only another week,
during which he took flight dofes of the nitrous acid,
mixed up with preparations of {pices (aqua cinnam. aqua
piment. [yrup zinzib,)—He faid, he ftill felt a confiric—
tion of the diaphragm, which he attributed to the larg 3
dofes of nitrous acid he had before taken.

When he left me, I could not obferve that any altera-
tion had been effeCted in the fpots; and he now in-
forms me that they ftill remain the fame, but that he is
almoft free from pains, and enjoys his general health as
el as at any period of his life. He has taken no me-
dicine whatever, fince he left me, which is now three=
quarters of a year, '

ArTHOUGH this is to be put down as a cure in whichs
nitrous acid probably bore a fhare, yet, from the im
preflion I received at the moment, and from fuhfequen{:i
refleétion, I am difpofed to think that the pains arofe
from the damps, to which the patient bas not been
expofed fince. his recovery. I can give no fatisfadtory,
account of the fpots; but it is obvious to conjefture,
that tI‘lE}F may bear the fame relatic-ﬁ to venereal blotches,

bmr tu chancrem
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phofphoric acids deferved trial. We are, indeed, far from
knowing that they are gencrally inferior to the nitrous
acid.  ‘The attentions, neceffary in adminiftering mer-
cury, point out clearly, that meafures fhould be taken for
preventing ficknefs and purging, when the new remedies
produce thefe inconveniences. In moft cafes, I imagine
the addition of fyrup or fpice, with the ufe of opium, will
be effectual.

Ir it be proved that thefe bodies are real antifyphilitics,
it remains, where they fail in an adequate dofe, and
without producing violent effedts, to enquire into the
more hidden counteraéting caufes. The remarkable dif-
covery of Mr. Cruickfhanks, relative to the tranfition of
oxygenated muriate into the urine, which ne doubt will
be more amply detailed in Dr. Rollo’s work on the
Diabetes Mellizus, may be regarded as a pledge of fuccefs
in this enquiry. To eftimate the effet of counteracting
caufes, is effential to all philofophy 5 and the new {aline
antifyphilitics have too many recommendations to beaban-
doned on the firft clamour of difappointment, or in com~
pliment to furgical authors and furgical practitioners,
‘who may fear left their own confequence fhould be di-
‘minifhed by the introduction of remedies, fo much lefs
hazardous, and probably of more ealy management, than
‘mercury. 3

Tugr fearch after latent differences in inftances of
fyphilis, apparently fimilar, will tend to introduce an
accuracy of diftinétion hitherto unknown, however;;
defirable, in general medicine. Every refle®ing prac-
titioner, 1 appreh’end, 'muft have regretted that alL';;
“diagnofes in difeafes Lave been hitherto founded on grofs
appearances ; Whereas the different operation of the: fame
remedies daily demonftrates the diffimilarity of cafesy
pronounced fimilar, But the diffimilarity depends on

con=
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be more advantageoufly employed in conjunélion than fepa-:
parately 5 and under what circumftances ?—Not only
would 2 well-eftablifhed affirmative to any one of thefe
queries vindicate from the charge of futility the
labours of thofe, who have exerted themfelyes in this
field of enquiry, but would bring out a conclufive
anfwer, deferving more than ten times the labour yet
beftowed. S _

Many of the cafes, now and formerly put into pof-
feffion of the public, bear on the firft point. Buta cafe
treated, among others, in a clinical ward of the Edin-~
burgh Infirmary, with a particular view to demonftrate
to the ftudents the real effe& of nitrous acid, goes, of &
itfelf, very far towards proving, that the new fubftances :
have real antivenereal efficacy, fimilar in the ultimate 3
sefult to mercurials. It was a fecondary cafe, ‘with
venereal ulcers of the breaft. .

Dr. HopE, Profeffor of Chemiftry, mentioned to.me
this cafe. :

Tue following memorandum, which I obtained his -
- permiffion to infert in the prefent collection, contains the
" {ubftance of what I learned from him. It has pafled
under his infpection, and may be depended upon as
accurate. E

E. B. was admitted into the Clinical Ward of the
Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh, on the 1gth of Novem- b
ber, 1796. . '
" Tuerg were feveral fores, of a venereal afpect, _,\
around the nipple of her right breaft, which were at-;;é
tended by a painful fenfation of itchinefs and burning
heat. h
SuE. afcribed the complaint to her having fuckled
a child, the offspring of difeafed parents, which died at
, ) oy the

-
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and, in a few days, the parts became red and fuperficiall
ulcerated.

Jan. 9. The acid liquor was directed as before. In =
two days, the uncafinefs from the breaft began to de
cline; and, in five or fix, it was entirely removed. A
the fame time the ulcers began to heal. They were
fkinned over, and the parts exhibited a healthy ap
pearance, on the 1gth.

SuE perfevered in taking the acid liquor for three
weeks, and remained free from complaint. o
- RarHER fooner than had been intended, the was dif-
mlﬁ'ed from the Hofpital, on account of irregular be-

haviour, apparently cured,

In about three months, fhe returned to the Hc-fp:ta
with her breaft very nearly in the fame ftate, both as > 1
pain and ulceration, in which it was at her former
admiffion. She came under the care of Dr. Gregorys
who immediately had recourfe to mercury. Ina forts
night, her breaft got well; but the mercury was co f
tinued, in fuch quantity as to affect her mouth conss
fiderably, for three weeks longﬂr. . l

Tr e woman remained well for about ten months 3
the end of that period, the itchinefs returned, in a flights
degree, to the parts around the nipple. It graduallys
increafed. ‘The fenfation of burning heat alfo foon arofe,
and the fuperficial ulcerations quickly followed. '

- O the 12th July, 1798, fhe was, for the third time 4'
received into the Clinical Ward, and, for the {'e.c '
time, under Dr. Hope’s care. }

In addition to the affection of the breaft, fhe had ﬂlg
pains about the head, fhoulders and limbs, which wer
moft felt during the night.’

Jury 13th. She was ordered to take gr.v. caf the fuper-
ox}rgenated muriate of pnta{h, twice a day. The dofe

o, e )
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_—__-._"_.__##—*'_. H

Iv,
Of Relapfes.

ON this topic, as it ftands conneéted with nitrous
acid, I have nothing farther to fay. I cannot help la-
ﬂlenting, however, that critical obfervers, poffefled of
amplé opportunities, fhould have fo much neglected the
inveftigation of relapfes.

- AFTER ftudying the moft celehratcd works on lues
venerea, the enquirer will find that the whole dotrine of
relapfes is to be built up from the very foundations. Yet
it would be curious and ufeful to determine ly what
external and internal caufes they are favoured, and whether
it is indifferent*®, in refpeét to the danger of relapfe, by what
means the [yphilitic aftions have been fuperfeded. 1 know
what opinion prevails refpe&ing muriated mercury ;
I have attended to Mr. Theden’s large experience ; and
I perceive that in the conftitutional cafe related by Mr.
Hunter to fhew that guaiacum, externally and internally
applied, has ¢ confiderable fpecific power over the
difeafe,” p. 367, the venereal fores broke out again
in a fortnight. Yet I find it difficult to perfuade myfelf,
that this point has ever been thoroughly examined.—
Mr. Hunter may have been in the fame fituation with
regard to guaiacum, as he fays our anceftors were with
regard to mercury. He may not have known the moft
advantageous way of adminiftering it. Nor does it
appear that he obferved the rule he himfelf lays down in

* Does the fufpenfion of fymptoms by fome difeafes prove
the negative ? or has not this fufpenfion continued long enough
to break habits of action ?

fec Dndar}r-
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| 3
Mifcellanoous Facts.

I sAD conftantly kept in view the two firft cafes of
lues venerea which were treated by nitrous acid in this
country, both being remarkable in Wifferent ways,

MRr. H. had informed me, Aug. 30, 1797, that he con-
tinued well, but that he had an itching and an eruption.
About the date of that letter, I {aw him, but could not

find- that he had any venereal fymptom, the eruption’

having nothing of the charater of venereal blotches or
puftules. Till within thefe few weeks, I underftand, he
continued free from complaint, Having defired my
friend Mr. Baynton accurately to afcertain his fituation, I
am this day, Od&. 3oth, 1798, favoured with a note from
that gentleman. ‘The particulars will probably afford:
fatisfation to thofe who labour to decry the new treat=
ment. But perhaps equitable judges will fee, in the un-
pleafant part of the hiftory, only a proof of the tendency
of long eftablifhed habits of fyphilitic adion to return;
and in ‘the other, particular evidence of the power of
a medicine, which could reftore a conftitution fo broken
by a diforder undoubtedly venereal, and fufpend the
difeafe almoft two years.

NoTe from Mr. BAyNTON,

| ———

To Dr. BEDDOES,
Dear Sir,
I save had an interview with Mr. H. and am forry
to inform you, he is now labouring under many ve-

nereal fymptoms. He has an ulcer in his throat, a
5 thick-

- * o
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free from appearance of local difeafe, and his héalth
tolerably good ; yet he did not regain flefh or ftrength

in fuch meafure as afforded conviction of his recovery;
*.and my fears were then confirmed by his again ema-

ciating as| before, with renewed difcharge from the
nofe, and appearance of a copper-coloured ulcer or

flough on the pofterior part of the throat, extending up-

wards, behind the velum pendulum palati, higher than
could be feen. He then recommenced the mercurial
inunction, three drachms every night, with one grain
of opium at bed-time, and four grains of crude mer-
cury twice a day, which were triturated with more
than common attention. His lc-athmg of farfaparilla,

mezerion, and every fapid medicine, was fuch as

threatened to deftroy his remaining appetite, and
forbid their trial, I therefore determined to perfevere
in the ufe of mercury only, until fome refult, or the
want of it, thould induce me to change meafures,
and without confinement or obfervance of regimen,
except what the confequences might render neceffary.

The beneficial effects of the procefs became quickly _

apparent ; in three weeks, the local affections were
removed ; but he has continued the mercury through
the fummer, and until a month fince, without any
other apparent effe¢t or influence than the increment
of his fleth, ftrength and appetite, to a degree never
experienced before fince the commencement of his
difeafe, and which has gwen the firft comfurtablc
aflurance of his perfect cure.” -

-

ApouT twelve months ago, a fyphilitic cafe of the

kind moft deferving compaflion came under my care, I

was informed that a gentleman believing himfelf freed g

from
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brating pain attacked my right leg, which for 2 while
continued rather uneafy.

¢ 6th. Mond.—Juft before I rofe, and whilft T was
drefling, the thin of my right leg, and the upper part
of my left, ached a little. At no part of the morning
was I totally free from pain; fuffering either in my
limbs or throat, though in neither to any great de-
gree. From noon till bed-time; tolerably eafy.

— i S

this morning, from the hip to the ancle, and alfo the
left fide of the throat; the right fide but flightly
touched. The ponderous fenfation, which ufed to feel
as 'if bearing upon my nofe, was not fo great tu-di)r
Towards evening, 1 pains rather abated. An eafy
night fucceeded.
« 8th. Wed.—When I awoke, an intenfe pain feiz
my left thigh, which continued, without intermiffion,
nearly all the morning, ‘and did not entirely &
during the whole of the evening. The right fidt
gently affeCted. The throat fearce ached any if
morning, but did in the evening. = My head\f
clearer to-day, and my refpiration through the ]
paffages confiderably freer.
¢« gth. Thurf.—Went into the bath this morning. A}
I was riding the greater part of the forenoon, am}'-
rather violently, it in fome meafure prevented me |
from watching, with my ufual ecircumipection, ‘the " &
progrefs of my complaints. The exercife operated, as
it generally does with me, in caufing a great per{pira-
tion, which fo enfeebled and fatigued me, as to divert
my attention from my common pains. My legs were
the parts chiefly affeted to-day ; my throat not much.
An eafy night.

G mth Frid.—Much better to day, in many refpects.
(44 M}r
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« 14th, Tuefd.—Better to-day. My throat did nog
¢« gnaw and finart fo much, and the pricking pains Iz "
¢ chiefly in my knees and the parts of the leg :!.djzc
¢« Thighs rather freer from pain than ufual. The mofk
& difeafed noftrit flowed with a fmall quantity of blood 1F
&« Wednef. 15th.-—-The pains fill continued in :_'__:_j’j'
« legs, much the fame as yefterday. My throat -
¢ perienced a great relief. My nofe appeared clez
¢ yet fubject to the oppreffion, though not to 1mpeﬂe
< adtion of refpiration.

<« 16th, Thurf.=~My throat and nofe enjoyed nearl
¢ a whole day of eafe. My legs ached a little in. h
¢ morning, and more in the, mrrmmg Scarce any pai

¢ in my thighs.”

1l

TH 1s journal was kept frpm the time the patwnt begal
to take the nitrous acid in the dofe of two drachm
daily, diluted, and fweetened to his tafte. . He continue
till he had taken fix ounces. The jnumal,, swards th
ol OF the. Arltwrisheitiamsace ' i

“pains were much: diminifhed, and indeed almuﬁ annr |
removed. |
My reafons for difcontinuing the acid at .prefent wel
. thefe. The patient could not continue long under .{._: "
immediate infpe&ion; and, as. I had at my commai
a convenient apparatus for mercurial fum:gatmns =j!7-_
cording to the method of Mr. Lalonette,. ' timug
but juft to give the chance of the benefit to be den
from it, efpecially as he was not likely to enjoy it €
where. But the fumigation acted like mercury in o :-'iif.-"'
forms. The falivary glands and bowels were alm
immediately affected ; and no abatement of the i}rm;t né

took place.
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¢« acid poflelles, that its influence never was direfteg
¢ to the depreflion of my fpirits ; but the mercury .,.,:..
¢ exercifed its dominion over them, and that to fuch ex~
“ tent as required me frequently to relinquifh its ufe o
LCgattimme” ‘

"1In this ftate of things, I felt defirous not only of fe-
curing the ground that feemed to be gained, but of
advancing farther. I therefore found means to pmvi
my patient with a quantity of perfectly good oxygenatet
muriate of potath, and defired him to take it in graduall
increafed dofes, as dire&ted in Dr. Rollo’s work of
Diabetes, which was put into his hands. %373

AsouT a month ago, he informed me that, unde
this courfe, his fufﬁ:rmgs had been by no means fo muck
diminifhed as &urmg the firft five months of the current
year. I muft add, however, that a medical gentlema
aflured me, at the fame time, that Juﬁlce had bcl:n'by' I
means done tn the remedy. '

I uavE given the nitrous acid in feveral other ve
nereal cafes ; but, as the opinions of the patients obliget
me to give mercury at the fame time, I fhall not pro=
duce the particulars. The qumt:t}' of mercury
always fmall, while the acid was given in full -
In one cafe, after taking the acid about a fortnight,
patient left .me, and put himfelf under the care
furgeon. In the rei’c a complete cure was e&'e&ed -
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practitioners. 25 were cured in 32 ‘days; 5 were
nearly well 3 and a woman, affeCted with the leprofy
likewife, was cured! At a fubfequent mecting of
medical men, it was afcertained, that of the remainin
29 patients, 10 had become perfetly well, 13 we
much better, and 6 had received fome amendment.
was now determined to entruft the remedy to fkilfy
praitioners, in order to fimplify ity application, T}
choice fell firft on Dr. Jave, Phyfician to the Holpit:
and afterwards on Dr. Balmis, immediately on his 1
turn to Mexico. On his way, he had: every whe
heard the praifes of the new remedy, but felt g
diftruft of its powers himfelf,

Viana, and the phyficians wha firft ufed it, empln
three formulas ; one was a fudorific decoion, made’
216 of Pulque, or a liquid prepared by fermentatio
from the herb Maguey (Agave), 3 oz. of the root, 2 ¢
of viper’s fleth, 1 oz. of Caftile rofes, which
boiled down to one half. This decoftion was drun
every other day, warm in bed, and {weating promot
by othte_r means.  Next, recourfe was had to clyfte
confifting of a pound of decoétion of anifeed and fenndy
drachm and half of the powder, of Begonia, a
drachm of colocynth, Thefe were given the alterna
days, In nine days, the following deco&tion was pre
fcribed: An ounce and half of the root of pr f
(which prunus?) 2 drachms of faflafras-wood ai
willow bark, a drachm of citron gum and refin of log
wood, were boiled down, in two pounds of wate h
one half. _

Dr. Balmis juftly cenfures thefe three formulas. “ !
caufed 3 ounces of the Agave to be boiled f'i?t :
one half, and adminiftered the deco&ion, as a fudorific;i#
larger or {maller dofes, for a longer or fhorter '-i-'

2 ACCOIL
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fenfible cffe@s are vomiting and purging. Ufes l
diffimilar to thofe of mercury, in fcrofula, difeafes of
the {kin, and obftrutions, are afcribed to the Agave. |

= - -— =

APPENDIX.
Ne, II.
Cafes by Dr. Ramfay, of Newcaftle upon Tyxe.

RicHARD WILKINSON, inhabitant of Newecaftle
23 years of age, an in-patient, admitted March 1, 1798,
on account of a deep venereal ulcer of the glans pe
and preputium—Difeafe of three weeks ftanding—Had
taken no medicine, except a fingle bolus with gr. iijs
of calomel, before he applied for relief at the Infirmary;
On the 2d of March he began to drink, daily, 3ij. of
nitric acid, in water. On the 7th, it was increafed to
3iij. daily, The ulcer appeared greatly diminifhed of
the 1gth; but a flight fwelling appeared in one of thes
inguinal glands. Lecches were applied to it.—Aprill

24th, fuppuration has taken place in the groin. Ulcer off

the penis quite gone..—May 7th, the difeafed gland havin
_ >

gradually and completely healed, and having no -:"5_-1
i

of his original complaint, he was difmiffed.—Iie was:
requefted to return to the Infirmary upon the flightefts
return of any fymptom. He was feen in June, ftill wel !
The acid had no fenfible operation, except increafing;
urine.—N. B. Part of the prepuce was obliged to be ri

moved, which confiderably retarded the cure.
1 . L
Wirriam CHICKEN, ®tat. 35, an out-patient—=

Ulcer. of the throat—Bones of the palate and nofe:
Cariouss
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fome time, when inflammation returned to all the for-
merly difeafed parts. He is again (O&. 6th) purfuing
the plan of hydrargyrus cinereus and decoftion of
mezereon, and I hope will receive permanent benefit,

APPENDIX.
Ne, TIL

| Caje by Mr. Bowles.
Dear Sir, _

You will find, by adverting to your publication, that,
in my account of cafes treated with nitrous acid, I have
mentioned the exhibition of mercury in the two cafes
which were moft evidently venereal, and that no
material benefit had followed the ufe of it: the other
patient (Ann Thaven) had the hydrarg. nitrat. ruber
~ applied in large quantities to her leg, but did not try
mercury in any other form, You will judge beft,
whether this could have acted by abforption as mercury
on her fyftem. The following cafe is that which I
promifed to fend you, wherein perceptible effets fol-
lowed the ufe of nitrous acid. I remain

Y our obedient humble fervant,
: : FRA. C. BOWLES.
Queen-fguare, 04, 12, 1798.
WINIFRED Mason, wmtat. 30, was admitted under

my care at St. Peter’'s Hofpital, in November, 1797.

She had at that time feveral venereal ulcers on the
abdomen,
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APPENDIX.,
o N°. IV.

Letter from Mr. Hammick.

Royal Hofpital, Plymouth, O¢t. 31, 1748.
Dear Sir,

I Bec leave to {tate generally, that, fince I had the
honour of writing to you in March laft, we have given
the nitrous acid in a great variety of cafes, both with
primary and fecondary fymptoms of the lues venerea, to
a greater number of which cafes mercury had been un-
fuccefsfully given on board their refpective fhips, pre-
vious to their admiflion inte this Hofpital. The advan-
tages derived from its exhibition have been fuch as to
give us fincere pleafure, and induce us to perfevere in its
continuance, though not perhaps to fuch an unlimited
extent as when we firft entered on its ufe, which I be-
lieve has been invariably found to be the cafe with all
new medicines ; for time and experience, the fureft of
all guides, have now enabled us nearly to fay, at firft
feeing our patient, where this medicine will, and where
it will not, effeét a cure; and, from the obfervations
which we have daily made, we have not the leaft hefita-
tion in declaring it boldly, as our opinion, that this
medicine will ftand the teft of unprejudiced exhibition,
and will continue to be given with permanent fuccefs to
the greater numbey of venerezl cafes that occur, not-

withftanding the oppofition and prejudice that have been

prematurely raifed againt it.
STEPHEN HAMMICK.
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woman’s remedies, Not ﬁnd.ing the eruption difappeary
and, in addition, feeling wandering pains in different
parts, he applied to me, fufpeting his {fymptoms to be
the fecondary ones of lues venerea. I thought this cafe
a fair one to make trial of the nitric acid in, and began
by giving him a drachm in three dofes. Finding it per-
feCtly agree with him, I increafed it, the fecond day,
to two drachms. After continuing to take this quan-
tity, daily, for about a fortnight, the blotches began to
difappear, particularly from about his forehead, and the
nocturnal pains ceafed. In about three weeks, very few
remained. Being obliged, about this time, to fleep fre-
quently from home, he became infeted with the itch.
For this he applied, externally, fulphurated ointment
mingled with a little calomel, and continued to take the
nitric acid. The itch puftules, and few remaining
venereal blotches, difappeared together ; and, in about
five weeks from the time of his commencing to take the
nitric acid, he'was perfectly cured. It is now two
months fince T have feen him ; but T hear that he is
married, and continues perfectly well. On the authen-

tieity of this cafe you know you can rely, as I can have

no motive to deceive. .
- Yoursy &, . '
it Tt i NG 3

To Dr. BEDDOES. = - N i

APPENDIX.
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“ In a fortnight, the mother brought me word that
all went on well. The throat was nearly, and the
ulcers of the pudenda quite healed; but the little
lumps had not quite difappeared. They had fill fome
left of the internal medicines ; but the ‘other were all
gone. By my calculation, the internal medicines
fhould all have been ufed : I afked, therefore, how any
came to be left, and was told that they went againft
the patient, and that fhe could not pay that attention
to herfelf which I had direted. Upon my earneft
reprefentation that external means alpne were inade~
quate, and that the patient, though all the fymptoms

fhould difappear, would, fooner or later, fall into

a wretched ftate, the mother herfelf promifed that my
direétions fhould be cxa&l]r obferved, took the pre-
fcription, and departed.... T T e R S
..... vecssseseaneene FOr a long time I heard nothing of
the girl, till after a full half year, when the mother
came and told me her daughter was married, and
extremely well. On enquiry, I found that all the

fymptoms had been removed by the ufe of the external

means, and that none of the internal medicines had
been touched. This fair avowal made me anxious
for the future; and I propofed to watch the
partif. sl This attention was needlefs. In July
(1797) the mother returned, and informed me that
her daughter had been all along very well; and, four
weeks ago, had been delivered of a child. The
child -had appeared plump, but had at birth a fcurf,
which increafed every day, and rendered it very
miferable. The midwife had given the mother and
child variety of domeftic remedies, but all in vain.
Her daughter was not quite right. She withed I

i ¢ would
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« a fecond careful examination, according to the firicke®
¢ rules of art, in order to determine, with the utmoft
“ certainty, whether the infant’s complaint was not to
““ be deduced from fome other caufe. But I difcovered
“ nothing different, and was obliged to declare the .
¢ diforder wvenereal, and treat it as fuch, I therefore
“ prefcribed, for the mother, mercurials internally,
¢ ordered a proper diet, gave her a decoftion of the
“ woods. for her ordinary drink ; and for the child,
“ I prefcribed feveral vifceral clyfters daily.

¢ T know not whether the diforder of this child
“ will be generally admitted to be venereal or not.
““ On careful examination, I could find no motive
¢ for doubt. Therefore, for the fake of information, or
¢ correftion, I can only offer to attend to every ob-
¢ jection that may be offered. @~ Were the infant:
« actually infedted, it coild be no otherwife than in
“ wuters, as, at the time of birth, the mother had not
« the {malleft local affection about the pudenda, In
« fuch cafe, the fact doubtlefs deferves attention.”

So far the author of the communication.—In the
¢afe that occurred to me, the recital of faint and obfcure
recollections led me to furmife, that the mother of my
patient was not locally affeted at his birth; and that
he never had any but a conftitutional difeafe. The
cafe which I have above partly abridged and partly
tranflated, was then quite unknown to me. But I
have long been convinced, that medical men have too
little attended to the connection between the living
actions of the mother and the foetus.

APPENDIX.
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formerly adminiftered. May not this be accounted for
upon the fuppofition of a quantity of mercury ftill re-
maining in the fyﬁamlaﬁ'-tha time of its firft exhi-
bition ?

As fome cafes are recorded of -gnnorrhmaz fuppofed to
have bgen cured by nitrous acid, I take thedopportunity
of fubmitting the following, in ‘which very oppofite
tff!:ﬁl:ﬁ'-'Wbréuﬂﬁperien'CEdifi'ﬁM' it. In February laft, Mr.
A. contralted a gonorrheeaand chancre on the prepuce,
both of which yielded in the courfe of a. few days to '
afttingent injections and Nocal efcharotics. Upon men-
tioning the antifyphilitic - properties’ of nitrous acid, he
bEcameideﬁ-faus of trying“ity being averle o - mercury, :
as his health had fuffered greatly from a recent. courfe of
that remedy—indeed from the. great ‘irritability. of his
bowels and falivary glands, it was extremely difficult to
Jdminifter it in tolerable quantity, and he was il ap~
prehenfive - that the former: diforder was. not ‘entirely
eyt ot € BRINSmgEL aaw SX hosd ¥ Laten

g acid was ordered” in the dofe of 7ifs. in the day.
The gnoﬂ* effeéts on his general health were immediate ;
bat in lefs than a week,  his: gonorrheea and ‘ardor
urine, ~which had totally difappeared, were as bad as.
ever, which obliged him ‘to- defift. I-advifed him ta
refume it when the gonorrheea {hould have fubfided; anc
accordingly in about twelve: days he began -again with
one drachm a day, but with precifely the fame effect ini
reproducing the complaint: ~ About this time his. atten- |
tion was withdrawn from this diforder by-a fever ofis
three weeks continuance, during which the gonorrheea "
had again entirely fubfided. The acid was now ordered? |
a third time, in the dofe of one drachm, with' mucilage |

of gum arabic; and a third time found to be equall

friendly to his general health, and equally efficacious int
) b e~
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fubfided, the patient recovered his flrength, and by
the 8th of March all medicines were difcontinued, -*
and he appeared perfe@tly cured. He has had no retura
of his complaints fince, and is now perfectly well.

APPENDIX.

Ne,“IX.

Cafe by Mr. Sandford, Surgeon, Worcefler.

J. A. At 20, contralted the venereal difeafe in the
form of g_onurrhwa—.—aftgr fome time a venercal opthal. 1
mia came on, for the cure of which he took mercurial
medicines, and ufed fuitable applications under the direc-
tion of Mr. Cole, by whom he was admitted an in-
patient of our Infirmary, Bept. 2, 1797 ; he loft the fight
of his right eye in confequence of the violence of the
venereal ophthalmia, a circumftance that I believe gene-
rally happens when this affection takes place—if the "'
diforder be really occafioned in the way Aftruc imagines,
viz. ¢ The patients having inadvertently wafhed their
eyes with their own urine whilft labouring under the 1|
virulent gonoyrheea ¥.”” The inflammation of J. AJs
eye fubfiding, and the other {ymptoms appearing fub- _;
dued, he was difcharged from the Infirmary November
the 14th following. %

HEe applied again for admiffion June g, 1798, and was
received on my day of taking in patients, and confe- ¥
quently then became my patient. He informed me that

# See Chapman on the Venereal Difeafe, 2d Edition, 8vo.

¥ 176, 4
for. §
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fociety to fink illuftrations of the evidence from private
confiderations. That the new fubftances have not only
a degree of real antivenereal power, but fuch a degree
as will often avail where the more ufual means would
not ferve, or would deftroy, appears to me to refult
clearly from the whole of the evidence. And I am
thoroughly convinced, that grofs injuftice has been
done to the {ubject itfelf, and to feveral who have ably
treated it. What therefore, under this feeling, I have
oppofed to dathing conclufions, or petulant miftatements,
I thall not either retraét or foften. I fubmitted to an
ungrateful office. But fomewhat of benefit may refult
from the undertaking. If good judges coincide with me
in opinion, their indignation, I think, may render young
authors more cautious how they lightly treat ﬁncem
reporters, and queftions of the higheft intereft.

In confequence of fuch improper conduct, much indi-
vidual fuffering may eafily have been needlefsly endured.
As there are many whom {light reafons for inaltivity
will fatisfy, enquiry has probably been checked, and the
mifchief, refulting from mifreprefentation, muft have
reached far beyond the circulation of the Effay. For the
eulogifts of the author—thofe who vouch for his quali-
fications, and who, it may be, are of his private ac-
quaintance—{natch at every occafion of propagating his
opinions, almoft making it a crime to think differently,
and holding up the iffue of the enquiry as an example
to difparage even the moft paltry of medical projeéts. Such
was the tone they adopted when they firft {poke of the
LEffay ; and this tone they ftill venture to maintain.
¢ The power of the gafles in curing c:}nfumptlnns,
¢ palfy, and a thoufand other complaints, and of the
¢ nitric and other acids in fuperfeding the ufe of mer-

¢ cury in the venereal ecomplaints have been fo highly
‘ ¢ ex-







{ 2m )

a great bulk of liquid. It is reported (even when fweet-
ened) not very unfrequently to produce ficknefs, pain
in the ftomach; and diarrhcea, in which latter cafe its
effect on the difeafe is-probably weakened or deftroyed.

THE oxygenated falt will probably foon ceafe to be
fearce, or very dear. I have been fupplied with ‘it in a
ftate of the greateft purity by Mr. Hoyle, jun. of May-
field, near Manchefter, at two fhillings the ounce, fak=
ing a quantity not lefs than a pound ; and at this rate 1
hope that it will foon be genemlly afforded. '

‘Twu1s one inconvenience is balanced by advantages
- in every other refpet. Inbulk, in tafte, in its effe&
on the ftomach and bowels j it ‘feems “upon the whole
fuperior to the nitrous acid : though; ‘as we have feen,
it cannot with fuccefs be adminiftéred dbfolutely at ran-
dom, with refpeét to quantity or form. *But its izhages
ment is probably more eafy than that of the acid. i

Or the efficacy of the acids when compared with one
another, nothing can as yet be faid. ' We'poflefs teftic
monies in favour of feveral ; but it will probably beé leng
before the others are tried as extenfively as the nitrous:
I endeavoured, wherever I could, to obtain reports con-
cerning this, becaufe I underftood that numerous experi-
ments with the oxygenated falt were going on at Wool-
wich ; and I wifhed pratitioners to have extenfive
means of forming their opinion. '
" On the moft impartial view which I am able to take
of the fa&s, 1 aminclined, with fome hefitation, to
decide in favour of the oxygenated falt. = But it feems to
me defirable to have the comparifon carried further.
With this view I have folicited Mr. Hammick, of the
Royal Plymouth Hofpital, who has feen fo much of the
effects of nitrous acid, to ufe the oxygenated falt exten-

ﬁv:l}n If his fhould be added to the refpectable autho-
: rity
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manner in which fome of thefe were related, it was evi~
dent that they were in danger of being loft.

A wisH to fave for the public obfervations calculated
to enrich medicine, fuggefled the undertaking, here
announced. In furtherance of this wifh, it occurred
that occafional correfpondence, perfonal intercourfe, and
facility of tranfmiffion; might create in favour of a #efi-
country publication, an intereft which the Edinburgh and
London collections do not every where excite,

- T'rE reader is requefted to take the term Weft-country
in a fenfe unufually large. He may, if he pleafes, ex-
tend his conception to the fpace comprehended between
the Land’s-end, and a line running from the confines of
Wales, along the N. NE. and E. borders of Shropfhire,
Staffordfhire;, Warwickthire, Gloucefterfhire, Wilts,
and Hants. It cannot be expeéted that a fentiment, pro-
ductive of co-operation, fhould prevail over this whole
country., ‘The grand reliance muft doubtlefs be upon
gleanings near home. Neverthelefs, important informa-
tion from the greateft diftance will always be as welcome
as from the adjacent parifh.

"HrruerTo the plan has been mentioned only to fuch
perfons as were known to have immediate communica-
tions in their power. By all fuch it has been approved—
by fome very warmly—Dby others fo far as to induce them
to-grant their aid. _

Hence the editor confiders himfelf as nearly fecure
of a volume for 1798 ; and of another for 1799. For
future years, the ﬁippl}r muft chiefly depend upon the
inclination which fhall be produced at the outfet among
profeffional and philofophical men.

It is not propofed to confine the work ftrictly to
medical papers, With the philofophy of inanimate mat-

. ter, which bears in fo many points upon his art, ne prac-
titioner













(276 )

“ tinued to fuckle her own child at the Jeft; ‘This, tos,
¢ died a few weeks after, with ulcers in the mouth and
 throat. The mother of the firft child fuffered before
¢ and at the time of its birth, from the fame complaints,
without knowing of what kind they were.
- ¢ Nov, 20th. The patient complains of fome head-
¢ ache. She had a folution of foda vitriolata 3fs in
¢ water.—Nov. 23d. Head-ache gone. Appearance of
the ulcers the fame.

ki

-

L
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-

“ B Acidi nitrofi 3i. 4
¢« Aq. font. 5 i. M. Sumat in die.

¢ Nov. 24th. The patient took 3ij of nitrous acid in
¢ one pound of water, in the day..—25th. No unpleafant
¢ fenfations from the medicine, Continue,—26th. The
patient declares that the pain in the ulcers is con-
fiderably lefs. Applic. unguent. fimpl. ulcerib. Cont.
acid,—2gth. The fmall pains in the throat gone.
« Ulcers lefs. Sumat liquoris acidi tbij. in die.—
< Dec. 1ft. Lefs difcharge from the ulcers. No incon-
¢ yenience from the medicine. Continue.—~3d. One of
the fmall ulcers above the nipple entirely healed; the
¢ other diminifhes, and gets a healthier look daily. "T'he
¢ patient thinks the urine increafed. Continue.—
¢ Dec. 6th. The other fmall ulcer healed. The other
¢« nearly fo. Continue.—Dec. gth. Large ulcer much
¢ diminifhed. No inconvenience from the medicine.
« Continue.—13th, All the ulcers completely healed.
¢ The furrounding hardnefs nearly gone. The patient
< complains of fome head-ache. Catamenia regularly ap-
¢t peared yefterday. Medicine difcontinued.
¢ 15th Dec. The day before yefterday fhe felt fome
¢ pain round the nipple. The new fkin over the ulcers
¢ appears fomewhat redder than before. Catamenia
Shirp ¢ pone,
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