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; Shag (B 7"
as to fay, that he will readily anfwer, as far as
he can, any queftions relative to this fubject.

» As I am one of the Aflifiant Surgeons under
him, and many of the venereal wards are_ in
our department, Ihad an opportunity of felect-
ing the wor/? venereal cafes that were brought
into the Royal Hofpital. The cafes, in which
the Nitric Acid has heen given, already amount
to more than fifty in number ; and the fuccefs
has fully anfwered the charater which has been
given of this newly difcovered remedy, which
effeéts a cure, for the most part, in a short time,
without impairing the appetite, without requir-
ing any precife or particular regimen or firict con-
finement, leaving none of those ill confequences,
or depredations, that often follow the liberal
ufe of mercury. The Nitric Acid does not
affe@ the gums, fauces, flomach, or inteftines,
by exciting vomiting, diarrhcea, or pain, unlefs
the medicine be fwallowed haftily, and in large
draughts at a time ;. when thus taken, I have
known that it has produced a naufea, or maw-
kifh difagreeable fenfation in the ftomach, and
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5th day of June, 1797, for a venereal complaint, -
contraéted about a month before ; this man had
mot taken any thing for it. Its appearance at
this time was a large bubo in the right groin,
which had fuppurated two days before; two
chancres appeared on the lower part of the
penis; he had phymofis with greatinflammation,
and an appearance tending to gangrene ; and
an ulcer {i_n the fcrotum : the fame day he was
ordered the following drink :
R

Acidi nitrofi drachmas ij

Syrupi fimplicis uncias viii.

Decoéti lignorum libras ij.

M. capiat quotidie.
The penis and bubo were poulticed, and the
chancres drefled with the fimple white ointment.
He took his drink that night, and before he
had taken it fix days, there was an apparent
alteration for the better. He continued it to
the 10th day ofJﬁly, when his bubo, chancres,
&ec. being healed ; the phymofis entirely remo-
ved,*and the man in perfe®& health, he was
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two grains of opium every fix hours, and a
quart of the decoction of woods, to be taken
daily. He was kept on that courfe without
gaining ground in any refpe®, to the 12th day
April : he was ordered then mercurials in fmall
dofes, combined in different forms; various
fumigations and poultices without the leaft fuc-
cefs, until the 14th day of May, when he com-
plained of his being a great deal worfe ; fo weak
that he could not quit his bed, or only be helped
out to have it made once a day ; his diarrhcea

{uill continued, his cough and fweats increafed,

his appetite was entirely gone ; he had naufea,
excruciating pains in his legs and arms at night,
and was exceedingly reduced: in this ftate he was
ordered to leave off his bark, decoction of woods,
opiates &c. and to truft entirely to the follow-
ing drink :
~Acidi nitrofi drachmam ifs >

Syrupi fimplicis uncias viii.

Aque fontanz libras ij.

M. bibat quotidie.
Before he had taken this nitric medicine twelve
days, he thought his pains were lefs fevere, and
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a circumf{tance not, unufual, efpecially whea
fuch’ulcers have been drefled with any mercu-
rial preparation. The cafes sent by My. Hammick
were the worft that were received into the Hof-
pital. .

That the nitrous acid has fucceeded in fifty
cafes, or more, 1s certain ;—but it has fiiled dn
four or five infiances, and failed too, where the
cafes have been apparently flight. But whether
the failure can be imputed to the inadequacy of
the medicine, under particular or unobferved
circumftances, or to caufes not yet explored,
I know not: future experience muft throw
more light on the efficacy of this medicine,
which, at prefent, is only in its dawn. It has
removed, in fome patients, nocturnal pains. In
the gonorrheea itfelf it has heen tried, as very
bad cafes only have particularly engaged our
attention, In attending to 1-hnﬁ3, we have en-
deavoured to bring every thing to the teft of
truth, which ought to be the guide to évery
man in a pmfefﬁan , which has for its object the
reftoration of health, and in a diforder, which
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acid in the fame diforder, and with equal
fiuccefs. ‘

This medicine has been fupplied by Mr, Fox,
a very eminent .chemift in Plymouth, and it
has alfo been fent from Apothecaries’ Hall ; but
though thus differently obtained, the fuccefs
has been the fame; and therefore time only
can fhew the reafon, why, with other praéti-
tioners, your correfpondents, this medicine has
not been fuccefsful.

It is a great fatisfaction to me, that the trials
have been made in a public Hofpital, under the
immediate eye of Dr. Geach. The effeét has
been well known to many within the walls, and
alfo without the walls of this Hofpital. And in
confequencé of the obfervations made by us,
fome private practitioners have given this medi-
cine, and can adduce inftances of its good ef-
fect. i 0

As my refidence is in the Hofpital, T bad an
nppnrtunit}r of rﬂceivin,g and fele@ting the pa-
tients ; a fhort hiftory of their cafes was inferted
in the prefcription books ; the progrefs of the
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more than 20 years, with Dr. Geach, to give:
6 or 8 ounces of recent lemon juice, with an
equal proportion of fimple fyrup, daily, to pa-
tients worn down with the venereal difeafe, and
particularly in phagedenic buboes, which had
{pread under a courfe of mercury ; and for the
laft four years and upwards, fince I bad the hap-
pinefs of acting under him in this Hofpital, 1
have feen the good effeéls of the lemon juice in
fuch cafes. Dr. Geach candidly owns, that the
utility of lemon juice was firft fuggefied to him
by the late Sir William Fordyce, who had feen,
in long and extenfive pradlice, its good effedis.
Although the Lemon Juice thus fucceeded with
Sir William Fordyce, and with us in this Hof-
pital, yet the cures have not been fo rapid, nor
its fuccefs equal to that of the nitrous acid.”

¢ I embrace the firft moment after reading
Dr. Rollo’s book, to fend this Letter, which, I
hope will reach you early enough for publica-

tion.”

STEPHEN HAMMICK, Junr.
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tity of matter, the mercurial drefling was now.

laid afide, and he was directed to ufe a fomen-

tation of vinegar and water to the parts twice a
day, and ta keep foft cloths wet with this liquid,
conftantly applied to them. In a fhort time the
difcharge ceafed entirely, the orifices healed,
the callofity difappeared, and the man found
himfelf perfectly well. Before he quitted the
Infirmary, he omitted his medicine for a fort-
night, without any of his {fymptoms returning,
or experiencing any relapfe in his general health,
He was therefore difcharged completely cured,
April 2gth.

EASE IL
J. W. aged 45, had, in the early part of his

life, been a foldier ; and during an engagement,

had been wounded in the perinzeum, neck of the
bladder, retum, &c. Since which time, he has
never been quite well ; the parts have been im-
perfectly healed, and he has been affliéted with
variety of complaints ; fome of which appear to
have been increafed, if not produced, by a
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habit of inebriety, to which he acknowledges
he has been fubjet. He was reccived into the
Infirmary for an ill-conditioned ulcer of the Leg,
accompanied with erifipelas of the ferotum, and
anafarcous fwellings of the whole body; but
particularly of the lower extremities : he had
many other fymptoms of general debility.

I efteemed this a fair cafe to make trial of the
powers of nitric acid. But though I began with
a fmall dofe, it evidently difagreed with him. I
then gave him two or three dofes of fquills and
digitalis. Thefe increafed the flow of his urine,
and in fome degree abated the anafarcous fwel-
lings. I then again made trial of the nitric
acid ; it produced the fame unpleafant effeéls as
before, together with heartburn, cholic, flatu-
lancy, &c. though joined with an aromatic
tincture. I was therefore obliged to lay it afide
a fecond time, though not before it had affected
his gums with {orenefs, and produced a flight
falivation. (This and onc other are the only pa-
tients to whom it has been given, that have been

fo affeted by it.) The poor man was now

=
e R e e et o it
o o —— —

I — R T

—
&
g .

= ey









L T —
e e e

( 44 )

- The wound in his groin was only drefied fu-
perficially, with a fimple cerate of wax and oil.
The difcharge, be informed me, had gradually
leffened, till it ceafed entirely. - The fwelling

. and inflammation of the thigh had gradually

fubfided, and aflified by the moderate prefiure
of a callicoe roller, was finally reftored to its
ufual fize and action.

As a proof that this unexpefled cure was
principally cffe@ed by means of the nitric acid,
the poor fellow bad a relapfe once or twice

during his confinement at home, for want of

'his medicine, the guantity difpenfed to him

from the Infirmary having been all taken before

he had an opportunity of fending for more.

CA SIE 1V.

I. B. aged 23, had undergone a regular
courfe of mercury by friction and the mouth,
till a firong falivation was excited, with the hope
of curing fome obftinate venereal ulcers on his
{hins, and one or two ill-conditioned and {pread-

ing chancres on the penis. He afterwards took
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bark, opium, fieel, and farfaparilla, for fome
months, without any manifeft advantage. Feb.
20th, he began to take the nitric acid, and on
the 8th of April following, was difmiffed perfect-
ly cured. His mouth was never (by this medi-
cine) affeéted with falivation, or his gums ren-

dered fpungy or fwelled.

CASE V.

I. B. aged 35, was admitted an out-patient
of the Worcefter Infirmary, July gth, 1797, for
an ulcer near the right condyle of the lower jaw ;
a fmall portion of the interior part of the jaw
was laid bare—was becoming carious, and the
difcharge highly offenfive. The carbon cate-
plafm was immediately applied to the ulcer, for
the purpofe of correcting the feetor, and the in-
fide of his mouth was examined, to determine
whether it might not in fome meafure have been
occafioned by decayed teeth ; but this not being
found to be the cafe, the poultice was perfifted
in till the wound put on a cleaner appearance,
During this time, thé man confefled to a pro-
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feflional gentleman of my acquain tﬁnce, that he,
at that time, was affeéted with venereal com-
plaints. The next time I examined I’lil';], he
informed me that he had lately had a flight
hernia humoralis, and other fymptoms of vene-
real infeclion. The charcoal application was
now laid afide, and the wound dreffed with
mercurial ointment ; and at the fame time he
was ordered to take the mitric acid internally
51j. in 24 hours. This medicine he began to
take July 18th ; and this day, Aug. 10th, was
difmiffed, cured; the ulcer in the jaw being
completely healed, and no {fymptom remaining
of venereal infection.

I have found the nitric acid fuccefsful in va-
rious ‘cafes, where no other medicine had been
freviauﬂy given ; and in fome, after the failure
of the bark, and many other efficacious Zonics as
they are generally called. It may be prefumed,
therefore, that when the efficacy of this medi-
cine has been more- generally introduced into
praclice, and fuccefsfully employed, it will be
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dered him to take half a grain of the muriated
quickfilver, with an equal quantity of opium,
morning and evening ; and to drink with it; half
a pint of a decoction prepared with the ufual
~ quantities of guaiacum, faffafras; mezerion, and
~ liquorice: Thefe medicines were perfevered in
till the middle of May, and continued fome
weeks after the removal :of the fymptc;ms for
- which they were exhibited.

I did not fee him from that time till the 25th
of Auguft : he then applied for the relief of a
train of fymptoms that nearly refembled rheu-
matifm. He had much pain in the larger joints,
-withanaccelerated pulfe;and a regular increafe of
pain and fever every evening. He had been em-
ployed in the open air fome time before this ap-
plication, and had, as he faid, been fomctimes
improperly expofed.- I therefore did not hefitate
to confider the complint as rheumatick, and to
treat it accordingly. The faline and other medi-
cines, with antimonials, liniments, &c. were tried
till the end of Sept™ without any advantage. It
was not till the beginning of January, 1797, that
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any thing could be obferved, which rendered it
probable that his complaints were occafioned by
venereal poifon. About that time nodes began
to appear upon his thins, and gradually increafed
till the 20th ; when he was dire@ed to take two
drachms of the firong nitrous acid, or ﬁqua
fortis, diluted with two pints of water, every
day, in any way he could with the leaft incon-
venience. In lefs than three weeks his pains
began to abate, and his health, which was much
impaired, to return. The medicine was con-
tinued till the 25th of April, when the pain and
fliffnefs of the large joints, which before that
time was {0 confiderable as to render it probable

that the difeafe would end in incurable lamenefs,

_tc;ge'thﬂr with the excrefcences upon the tibiee,

and all his other inconvenient {fymptoms, ex-
cept weaknefs, were perfectly removed.

A conftant difcharge of faliva, equal in quan-
tity to what would have been fecreted under a
mild mercurial courfe, attended the adminiftra-
tion of the acid in this cafe; but without any

forenefs of the mouth, or difagreeable fmell.
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CASE IL

WM. GREENSLADE, aged 21 ; a private
in the Artillery, contracted a venereal complaint
about the beginning of March, 1796. He had
a chancre, and a bubo which fuppurated ; and
took mercurfals by the direction of his acquain-
tance and fellow-foldiers, till the 1t of April ;
when he became a patient in the Royal Hofpital
at Woolwich, and continued there a month,
during which time his mouth was kept in a con-
fiant ftate of forenefs, by the ufe of mercury.
On the 1ft of May he was difcharged, apparently
cured ; but in three months after, his throat
became {'c;ﬂ, and continued fo till May, 1797 ;
he then began to feel nocturnal pains in the
breaft, and frontal bones, and to perceive nodes
upon the fhins, together with a fivelling upon
the ulna, near the wrift of the right hand. On

the 8th of June, I was requefted by ferjeant

Evans of the fame corps, to render him affift-
ance. His pain had then fo much reduced him,
and the joints of his knees were fo much enlar-
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ged, that he could not turn in his bed without
difficulty. A drachm of mercurial ointment

was direcled to be rubbed into his thighs every

night, and a decotion of guadiacum, faflafras,

&c. to be taken as ufuallydireéted. On the 11th,
his pains were fo great as to require the affif-
tance of opiates, which, with the frictions and
decoclion, were continued till the 211t of July,
a period of fix weeks, without in any degree
abating his pain or fwellings. His health was
then much impaired, his appetite gone, his
pulfe quick and fmall, and his general appear-
ance heétical. On that day, two drachms of the
nitrous acid diluted with two pints of water, was
fent him, and he was direéted to take as much of
it as he could in the day. The firft day, he
drank the whole quantity; but was fo much ori-
ped by it that he could not afterwardsbe prevailed
upon to take more than a pint, or a pint and a
half, in the 24 hours. In lefs than ten days,
his pains began to abate, and his health to mend.
His recovery has been fo rapidly advancing fince,
that I yefterday found, when I called to fee him,
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during which no alteration could be perceived,
except an increafe of appetite, and occafionally,

fome degree of gnawing pain in the ftomach.

ANN RICHARDSON, a patient of Mr.
Salmon’s, had nocturnal pains in the bones of
her extremities, and nodes on the left ulna and
tibia. For fome weeks fhe ufed mercury with-
out any apparent benefit. The nitric acid was
given her in the fame é;;uantit;,F as to the laft pa-
tient, and perfevered in for an equal length of
time ; but without ﬁlitigating the difeafe. She
experienced the fame increafe of appetite, and
uneafinefs in her ftomach, as the former pa-

tient,

-

MARY POWELL, a patient of Mr. Davies’s,
bad nocturnal pains in her bones, and an erup-
tion which was fuppofed to be venereal.  Mer-
cury had alleviated, but not removed thefe fymp-
toms; for about fix weeks, fhe continued the
nitric acid, in the fame dofes as the former

patients, but it produced no change in the

|
|
i
|
|



ey




(=18
Letter from Dr. Girdleflone.

I have tried the nitric acid in a variety of {yphi-
litic cafes, without having been able to effect
any cures with it. Thofe of my patients who
have taken it, to the quantity of a drachm and
an half, or two drachms daily, have generally
found it to produce, within eight or ten days,
a copious flow of faliva, with tendernefs and
fwelling of the gums, but not unfrequently an
increafe of the venereal {ymptoms.

I have then generally fubftituted the mercu-
rial frictions, with very rapid good effeéts. But
the falivation excited by the nitric acid, does
not feem to prevent the patients from bearing
the mercurial frictions as long, without produ-
cing ulcerations about the gums, as if no pre-
vious tendernefs had been excited by the acid.
I have alfo obferved, that the nitric acid may be
i1ﬁmcdiatﬂ1y given and perfifted in after a mer-
curial falivation, without producing any farther

alteration upon the gums, unlefs it be that of
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enabling the patient fooner to refume mercurial
frictions.

As it is difficult to reftrain drunkards to acid
beverage, I have not been able to try the nitric
acid in many liver complaints. .

I bave relieved one dram-drinker with the
nitric aecid, under a liver complaint, where a
mercurial falivation had failed.

After fix weeks progreffive convalefcency and
difeipline, he regained his liberty ; and then his
abufe of it foon re-produced his difeafe, which
will now prove fatal. I have relieved, with
this acid, one patient with fpafmodic afthma ;
one with dyfpnecea, and two with piles. One of
the cafes of piles, with the effects of the acid of
lemons upon another of my patients, I {hall an-
nex with this letter.

I xémain, dear Sir,

Yarmouth, Your’s very truly,
Aung. 2. 1797, THO. GIRDLESTONE.
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A very flout made maiden lady, of about 34
years of age, had laboured for upwards of fix
years, under the moft obfiinate piles. They
were both external, internal, and blind; and
had been treated by a variety of furgeons and
phyficians, in London and the country, to fo
little purpofe,. that for many months the had
attempted to derive all her medicinal aid from
large dofes of caftor oil, Ward’s pafte, and a
very low diet. Under this treatment, the tu-
mors changed from the blind to the bleeding
piles, but without the difcharge affording ary
fenfible diminution of pain. Her countenance
was become exceedingly bloated, her perfon
unufually fat, her mind torpid, and fhe was
unable to walk, or to bear the motion of a car-
riage. In confequence of thefe fymptoms, I or-
dered her to take one grain of calomel every
third night, with daily dofes of ferrum vitriol-
atum and cafcarilla, and two or three glaffes of
port wine in the 24 hours.

After about three week’s perfeverance in this
plan, fhe became aétive, thinner, florider and
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ftronger; but the coftivenefs and local pains
were anly a little relieved.

She had perfifted in thefe medicines about
ten weeks without any farther benefit, when I
was requefted to think of fome other means.
The arrival of your publication determined me
to try the nitric acid, without the affiftance of
any other medicine. She had not taken this acid
above a IW{’.[:‘J-’., before the became regular in her
bowels, free from pain, and able to bear the
motion of a carriage, as well as the exercife of
waﬂiing.

Her gums were tender after about a fort-
night's ufe of the acid ; but by diluting it more
with water, {he has ever fince been able to take
this medicine, and to remain free from dif~
eafe.

In the year 1796, a gentleman of a very firong
make, with dark colored hair, in about the fif-
‘Eiﬁth year of his age, had for {ix  months, at-
tempted to ftarve himfelf to death, by feigning
bodily difeafe. During the laft weeks of thofe
fix months, he had refufed all forts of nourifh-
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ated, with a flow pulfe as before ; and the little
urine which he evacuated, had the former
bloody appearance. His gums were fwelled,
and bad a moft beautiful crimfon tinge. He
had a {light falivation, with a fetid breath, a -
dry cough, and a bluth all over his fkin, even
over his hands and arms. He faid he was with-"
out pain, and that he felt perfeétly tranquil.
As I was not able to prevail on him to take any
thing elfe, I defired that be thould be indulged
in the juice of Jemons, until I fhould fee him
again in three days. I faw him again on the
15th, and found him nearly as I had left him,
except that the cough was now attended with
an expectoration of mucus, which refembled
cream when mixed with a very fmall portion of

the frefh juice of rafpberries. In order to decoy

. him from this diet, I told him that a fmall por-

tion of acid contained much ﬂDlH‘iﬂ‘lmtit'lT, and
therefore he might continue to take the lemon
juice, until he could relith fome other food. On
the 18th I faw bim again, and found that under

the pretence of no longer relithing acids, he, on
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the evening of the 15th of February, had ex-
changed the lemon juice for firong tea, which
he had drunk without either fugaror cream.
His gums and his fkin remained unufually red,
and his tongue moiftened with much faliva ; but
~ the cough and the expefloration had entirely
left him.. The urine was lefs bloody, probably
from a larger quantity of liquid having been
fwallowed. |

From this fiate he continued gmwiﬁg_ more

drowfy and feeble, until the 211t of March, when

he became alarmed with fuch a fudden fenfation

of fpafm and weaknefs, as made him call for -

hot negus, and every thing which could be
thought of to relieve him. He kept confiantly
fwallowing food, which was as conflantly rejec-
ted ; but it was accompanied with a large por-
tion of vifcid mucus. In this fiate he remained
until the 25th of March, when I faw him, and'
found that notwithftanding he had feemingly
_retained no food, yet he had acquired a cnnﬁl—
derable fhare of firength fince my former vifit
on the 18th of February. He bad, however,
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Coxversinc with different individuals on the
anti-fiphylitic powers of the nitrous acid, I was
informed by Dr. P. a ftudent lately from Edin-
“burgh, that one of the medical profeflors there
had frequently ufed it, but with fmall fuccefs.
I immediately wrote to the profeffor, and have
been favoured with the following diftinét fum-

mary of his experience, =

ll':eﬁ.er fﬁm Dr. Rufﬁerfard.

| Edinburgh, Auguft 24, 1797.
Sir, |
I wave made many trials of the nitrous acid
in Lues, chiefly on patients in the Royal Infir-
mary, and with various fuccefs. In fome in-
ftances, as Dr. P

dicine has failed me altogether : but even then,

informed you, this me-

though it feemed to have no power in removing

the*difeafe, yet it certainly did not produce any

bad effects on the conftitution. In other in-

ftances, however, the beneficial effe@s of it
K
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have been moft confpicuous, abfolutely furpri-
zmg, and far greater than I remember to have
ever feen produced, in the fame {pace of time,

by any preparation of mercury. Such falutary
effedts have been remarked. principally in the
more advanced ftages of the difeafe, when {fome
of its moft diftrefling -.iymptoms were prefent ;
parﬂculﬁrly fevere pain in the bones, fwellings
in the perioftium, fici, &c. I have feen all
thefe pafs away moftrapidly under the ufe of the
acid. But I muft acknowledge, that I have
known the fame fymptoms to have recurred,
foon after the medicine had been difcontinued :
and in one example where this had happened,
the fame complaints, which had }ri‘elded almoft
at once to the acid, now proved abfolutely re-
fraClory to it, and were at laft removed by a
courfe of mercury.

I have lately feen an infiance or two, where
the difeafe was fo inveterate, and the confti-
tution fo broken, that neither the acid nor
mercﬁry were adequate to check the pro-
grefs of the difeafe; as trial had been made
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of both in fucceflion, but without any confpi-
cuous advantage : in thefe; therefore, the aeid
has been ufed at the fame time with the mer-
cury, and the two together have produced a
moft favourable i:han-g'e. in almofl every fymp-
tom.

What the particular circumftances are, which
occafion fuch difference of refult in different ex-
amples, I confefs I have not been able to afcer-
tain. I am happy, however, to think that thefe
will probably foon be afcertained, by fome of
the many ingenious obfervers, who, I learn, are
now occupied with the fubje¢t. Moft fortunate
will it be for mankind, if a certain fubftitute be
found for mercury, in the cure of lues, as well
as other difeafes. And fuch, I would hope, may
foon be found in fome of the acids, or their
compounds. For though I cannot fay that my
own trials of the nitrous acid in lues have been
uniformly fo fuccefsful as I might have expec-
ted from fome printed accounts of its efficacy,
which I have had accefs to perufe, yet they fuf-
ficiently prove, that in certain ftates of the
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Royal Hofpital, Plymouth, Aug. 28, 1797.
Sir,

Tue cafe of Robert Harris, which I now beg
leave to tranfmit, would have been fent with the
other cafes, but the event was then doubtful ;
as the man is now recovered, and his cafe a very
fingular one, and the ufe of the nitrous acid more
exemplified, I thought it might merit your at-

tention. |

I have the honour to be, &e.

STEPHEN HAMMICK, Junr,

‘ROBERT HARRIS, a Seaman, aged 24,
fair complexioned, was received into this Hof-
pital, June 1t, 1797, for a venereal complaint.
He fays, three weeks after the connexion, he

found a fwelling in his left groin ; at the expira~

tion of ten days, he applied to the furgeon’s
mate, (the furgeon having beén fent on fhore
during the late mutiny ;) fome mercurial pills
were ordered, which produced a ptyalifin; and
a poultice was applied to the part. About a
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fortnight after, the bubo was operied by incifion,
but another foon formed lower down, which
- was opened in like manner; but both foon
{pread into ene. A new furgeon was appointed
to the thip, and the man was fent to the Hofpi-
tal.  His bubo was now phagadenic, and, by
an accurate meafurement, was eight inches in
. circumference. The edges were much inflamed,
and,the bubo itfelf was black, foul, fpreading,
and difcharging ichor highly offenfive to our-
felves, and intolerable to others. He was now
weak and emaciated, without appetite, with
night fweats, diarrheea, and a harrafling cough.
June Ift 1797, the day he became pqp,patient;
he took, acid:nitvos: 3ij. [yrupt fimpl: Vi, decodts
lignor: 1bij, m: et ‘bibat quotsdie.  The bubo
was fomented with a firong decoétion, of rad:
althzeee: capit: papaver, et flox: eham_aam..t- A
poultice of yeaft and oatmeal was applied cold ;
he took an opiate 4t night, and a {permaceti mix-
ture for E;us cough.

June 4th. The b_libq in a {preading ftate;
the diarrhcea more profufe; the nitric drink



e
continued; a rhubarb bolus, with ct;r'lf'&'c‘.h opiat:
adminiftered every fixth hour.” "
gth. Large floughs thrown off in the poul-

tice; the ulcer,neverthelefs, continuedtofpread; :

flatus in the ftomach and inteftines; diarrhcea
Jefs; the bolus with rhubarband confeétion taken
only twice a day ; two grains of 'Dpiu_r'n- given
every fix hours; nitric drink continued ; a gal-
banum mixture for the flatus.

14th. The floughs caft off; the ulcer was

o wide and deep, that he was enjoined ftrict

confinement to his bed, left an artery, by exer-(

tion, fhould burft; the yeaft poultice was chan-
ged for another made with freth leaves of cicuta ;
his fweats diminifthed, and diarrheea increafed.

20th. The difeafe gained ground ; the ulcer
extended in circumference and depth. The

man was {o exhaunfted that he could not raife’

himfelf in bed'; was propped up with pillows,
and'deemed irrecoverable. The nitric medicine;

fomentation juft warm; cicutapo';:nlfice: andopiate

continued. Anxious to relieve, the occafion
prefling, the nitric acid a new medicine, not
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given by usin a cafe fo deplorable, we adminif-
térﬂd the bark ; but as every dofe was immedi-
ately vomited up, the bark was wholly laid
afide. 23d. Nitric drink continued ; the myrrh
mixture adminiftered for the cough; this he
took but one day, the ftomach rejeéting it.
25th. His fituation confidered defperate by

. ﬂurfelw_;res, and others of the faculty, not belong-

ing to the Hofpital, whom curiofity drew hither
from reports of the cafe; nitric drink, cicuta
ppulticﬂ; and opiate continued; almond oil
mixed with honey, given for the cough. 206th.
A gleam of hope ; one of the inguinal glands
began to clean, and the bubo ceafed to {pread :
his recovery commenced. The edges of the
bubo were accurately meafured ; its circumfe-
rence was fourteen inches and three quarters;
under the loofe and flabby edges, a probe, all
around, was paflfed more than an inch; the
Jower part of Ithe mufculus thacus internus, the

upper part of the pecinalis and addusor longus

femoris, were laid bare ; four of the inguinal

glands, all bare as well the mufcles, were fo
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loofe that we expeéted their entire feparation,
Though thefe appearances were favourable, yet
he was very feeble, had fiill diarrheea and

fweats; a low pulfe, no appetite, and his urine
| paffed from him involuntarily : nitric acid, poul-
tice, and opiate continued. 30th. The ulcer
clean, his {pirits better, cough lefs; nitric
drink continued. July 7th. The bubo fiill
cleaning ; granulations rifing ; appetite return-
ing; f{weats and diarrheea leflening: nitric
drink continued. July 14th. Bubo quite clean :
granulations firmer : the famentation and poul-
tice difcontinued ; a drefling of fimple white
ointment on lint applied : appearance and health
improved ;- cough fiill lefs, diarrheea ceafed,
fweats abated. 24th. The inguinal glands
not eminent ; the granulations rifing to a level ;
his appetite good : fat up two hours, 30th.
Recoyers rapidly. The ulcer fills up ; moved
about the ward on crutches ; the nitrous acid
reduced to one drachm and a balf daily.  He
continued the drink in this quantity of the acid,
to this day, Auguft 28th ; the bubo, though not
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diet interferes with the nitrous acid, or countes-
adls its effect. The patients on whom this medi-
cine has been tried, have ufed the different
kinds of diet, according to the eftablithed rules
of the Hﬂfpital. This cure, thus far advanced,
has not been made in 2 corner, but in a great
Hofpital. A fhort hiftory of every cafe in which
the nitric acid has been ufed, was taken; the
books and the medicines prefcribed, are now 1o
be feen, and are open to any enquirer. The
man himfelf is ftill with us, and the veftige of
his malady is fufficiently confpicuous. Let it
not be faid that the nitric acid may fucceed with
failors, and failors only. It has fucceeded with
marines, new recruits who had never embar]ﬁe:;l <
and had no fcurvy. Whatever may be the fuc-
cefs of this medicine, when its ufe becomes
general, I can aver, from my own ﬂf’[E!j]IiDl‘l:
that Mr. Hammick’s account is true ; that the
cafe has been very accurately minuted, and
faithfully fiated. The cafe, though fingular in
its nature, progrefs, and cure, is not a fingle

inftance of the eflicacy of the nitrousacid. We
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On the eve of putting out the prefent col-
le@ion of fadls, it was incumbent upon me to
afcertain the fituation of Mr. H This
gentleman was the fecond (probably the firfi

truly venereal) patient ever treated by the nitrous
acid in Europe. Nor could a more un prumlﬁng.
cafe prefent itfelf in any quarter of the globe.
Having been repeatedlyrelieved of the fecondary
fymptoms by mercury, he had conftantly re-
lapfed within three months. In autumn 1790,
his condition had become dreadful. He fuf-
fered inexpreffibly from thé¢ principal bones.
Large nodes had formed. ¢ The finews of his
“ arms, thighs and legs, were fliff and con-
¢ trated.” See Confid. on Airs. P. V. Appendizx,
p. 86. His nofe was enlarged. He fwallowed

* with difficulty. His hands were a fhapelefs mafs.

Of his fingers he had no ufe; they were rigid
and every joint fwvelled. He lay in bed a mere
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{keleton, without power to ftir. In eight days
after beginning on. the -nitrous acid, his pains i
were gone. On the tenth he walked. Nov. i
20, 1796, I faw him free from all his {ymptoms,
except ftiffnefs of the fore-finger of his right hand.
Except fome flow of faliva, he had experienced ' J
none of the effeés that mercury commonly pro- II
duces. A few days ago, I found him following

his occupation. He has juft favoured me with

E the following note : F

Sir,
I have the pleafure to inform yﬂu.. that T have - 4
been totally free from pain fince I was {o hap-
pily freed by the ufe of the nitrous acid; but
the ftiffnefs ftill remains in the middle joint of
the fore-finger of my right hand ; and have alfo *
a breaking-out all over my body, which is at-
tended with a violent itching, that breaks my |
reft. I am now about to enter upon another
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deferves attention,) jcha'f in one very recent
cafe, the muriate fucceeded, where the nitrous
~acid, in the dofe of three drachms daily, had
little or no effe@. Do&ors Irwin, Jamefon, and
Wittman, furgeons of artillery, have related
fourteen cures in primary cafes. The latter re-
ports a-ca{'e in fair progrefs, and a fecondary
cafe that was ptoceeding prﬁmiﬁnlgl}",, till from
great flonghing in the throat, it became necef-
fary to abandon the remedy, becaufe no liquid
could be got down. Since March 13, 1797, he
has ufed no medicine but nitrous acid, this
having always anfwered. Dr. Currie, in gene-
ral terms, bears witnefs to its efficacy ; and Dr.
Trotter mentions three cures of inveterate fiphy-
lis. (See Two cafes of Diabetes 2 vols. 8vo,
Dilly.)

There is, therefore, already in favour of the
nitrous acid, a far greater fulnefs and variety of
teftimony, than has ever been produced in
favour of any of thofe other fubfiances that have
at various times been propofed as fubfiitutes for
mercury. From the whole it clearly refults,
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that where the conflitution is broken; the habit fee-
ble or Seropbulous, the cure fbould always be at-
templed by the nitrous acid, in preference to any
other medicine. Whether this rule is to be gene-
ralifed, might very foon be determined. The
propriety of removing every fcruple, has induced
me, at the rifque of a goad deal of trouble, to
hazard a propofal, which the reader will find
annexed to the prefent pamphlet. |

By fome fuch plan, we may acquire, in two
years, the knowledge of a century. . Certainly
we fhall acquire enough to dire¢t practice. A
complete fet of facts, or a theory will fearce be
attained. For it will fcarce be deemed juftifi-
able to vary methods, till all the doubts, which
an ingenious fpeculator can ftart, may be refol-
ved. It may affift enquirers, if I briefly fiate
fome confiderations, to which all who would
draw j_dﬁ inferences muft attend.

‘W hether we adopt the obfolete, or the pre-
vailing language concerning the operation of
mercury, is thus far indifferent. It is eafy to
conceive the great improbability, that a fingle
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Ipm‘:er fhould be exclufively adequate to the re-
moval of fiphylitic affe@ions. The fuppofition
is cr.;.-ntrary to the general tenour of our expe-
rience of nature. Moft of her productions
appear to be members of a feries. There is
hardly any fubftance or agency, of which 1t can
beaverred, nec viget quicquam finile aut fecundum.

If mercury climinate the vencreal virus by the

falivary glands, other untried bodics may elimi- -

‘nate it by the fame, or by other emunctories.
But falivation not being eflential, the curative
operation is fuppofed to confift in contrations
of veflels, nervous vibrations, or other actions
of whofe quality or quantity we have no teft or
meafure. It is, however, difficult to fuppofe
mercury, and mercury only, capable of exciting
them : and in whatever you make the operation
of mercury to confift, an hundred modes or
degrees of action, each different from the other,
and all from any mercurials can produce, may
be curative of fiphylis. Mercurials probably
produce other ‘changes in the f{yfiem, befides
thofe that fuperfede the effe@s of venereal infec-
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tion ; and fome of thefe changes appear highly
detrimental to certain conftitutions. When
hurried fo as to produce violent falivation, mer-
curials are faid not to have cured fiphylis. -

Let us, for an inftant, fuppofe that mercuri-
als and the newly tried falts have a common
operation, depending on oxygen. Now it is
moft likely that there is a given quantity of
oxygen gas, which if inhaled, would caufe the
fame feverifhnefs that has been obferved to fol-
low the ufe of the oxygenated muriate, viz.
thirft, whitenefs of the tongue, quickened cir-
culation, and fizy blood ; or at leaft, the latter
of thefe appearances. Will oxygen gas, fo
affeéting the fyfiem, cure fiphylis? P. 105,
part iii. of  confiderations on airs,” a cafe of
fiphylisis related, where oxygen gas was thought
beneficial. But the circumftances are indiftinét,
and I think the quantity of air too trifling for
any effeét. Again, will mercurials and our
falts co-operate to a cure ! Will half the necef-
fary quantity of a mercurial, joined to half the
neceflary quantity of nitrous acid, or oxygenated
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muriate, giv:; the fame refult as the full quan-
tity of either? From a paflfage in Dr. Ruther-
ford’s letter, there is room to furmife that they
would. And fo they ought, if their adtion be
identical, or if they owe their virtue folely to
oxygen. We have not, it is true, fuch accu-
racy in medicine as to halve neceflary quanti-
ties of dofes ; but, in a number of cafes a dif-
ference in the dofe thould be fenfible, if the
fuppofition is juft. |

Unlefs it be true, that very diverfified actions
are capable of effefting a cure in fiphylis, if
would feem, from other fats, that no anti-
{iphylitic remedy can owe its virtue to oxygen.

The occafional efficacy of certain plants, as far-

faparilla with mezereon, the aftragalus exfcapus,.

&ec. is firongly attefted. But how can the de-
coction of a bitterifh, fuh-.éﬂringent root, fuch
as that of the aftragalus, be imagined capable
of oxygenating the fyftem ? Ner indeed, have
other plants, which have been faid to be ufeful
in fiphylis, the fenfible or chemical qualities of
thofe {ubftances that contain oxygen largely and
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loofely combined. I refer to thefc plants for
the fake of illuftration ; and would by no means
be underftood to fpeak of them, as generally
ufeful in venereal complaints. There are, I
believe, but few conftitutions in which any of
the number will be found efficacious, even in
the fecondary ftage of lues. But it feems fufii-
ciently afcertained that there are fome (e. g. fee
Girtanner’s Vener. Krankh. i. Murray App. Med.
vi. 83.) It is to be lamented, that a catalogue
of thefe plants, accompanied with what evidence
exifts of their powers, is not made out. For
however difagreeable medicinal drenches may
be, nine patients in ten would fvallow all the de-
coctions the fargeon can contrive, rather than
endure the tortures of fecondary fiphylis. Our
venders of quack medicines for venereal com-
plaints, live, I fuppofe, chiefly upon thefe
uncertain and negleéted articles of the materia
medica. Perhaps however their preparations are
little elfe than fﬁgar&d decoction of the woods.
Be this as it may, fingle cures are proclaimed in
adveriiﬁ:ments,- and probably hundreds of fai-
fures fupprefled.
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A lift of the fubftances, to the trial of which
the principle of oxygenation leads, would be
" ufelefs. In the ultimate medicinal refults,
differences will no doubt appear, which can-
not be explained, from the degree of combination
of oxygen. Oxygenated muriate cures the
venereal diforder. What will nitre do? It is
cdurious that the citric and nitrous acids {hould
both cure lues venereas but neither fulphuric X
acid nor acid of tartar cure the fcurvy. In fuch
a manner does nature play faft and loofe with
analogies !

If the nitro-muriatic acid (@qua  regia) be
ufed at all, great caution {hould be obferved in
regard to the dofe. The variety, prepared with
muriate of ammonia, (fal ammoniac) may not
anfwer, though the others fhould. Some par- *
ticulars, at leaft, in the literary hiftory of fiphy-
lis, favour this conjeéture. Peyrilhe (Remede
nouvean, contre les maladies veneriennes.  Paris,
1704) “having revived the ufe of volatile alkali,
profeffor Adolphus Murray decifively thewed
that th;z inflammation of chancres is increafed
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by it, and that in other forms of the diforder, it
i1s prejudicial.  Medis, circamethodum luis vene-
ree curande. Upfal, 1770. .

It is manifeft, from all the faéls taken toge-
ther, that nitrous acid does not aét like mercury
upon the falivary glands. Delivering it b}rﬁ
tube low down in the mouth, is an experimen-
tum crucis In fome cafes, by flimulating the
falivary orifices, it undoubtedly did occafion
+ falivation. In a cafe of {pafmodic afthma, mer-
cury brought on deep ulcers of the tongue. I
faw the fame from the nitrous acid.

Mofi obfervers have noticed the great effect
of nitrous acid in increafing the appetitc. In

the afthmatic cafe juft mentioned, and in a
| 1.rariat_",r of inflances, from the autumn of 1706,
to the prefent time, I have myfelf witnefled the
fact. It has occurred in feveral delicate women
with whom inappetency isa conftitutional defect.
In indigeftion, attended by diminifhed fecretion
of bile, I have experienced the utility,of the
nitrous acid. It has been effectual after tuffis

bepatica,—that terrible difeafe of hard drinkers
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bark had, on trial, heated, and greatly increafed
the fever. A moderate portion of wine was al-
lowed, mixed with panada for food.”

. “I'muft not too haftily pronounce an eulogi-
um on this medicine ; but {o far it augurs well.
If my theory be right, we are to expeét good
effedts from it in' cafes, chiefly of great debility,
whether from irvitation of the nerves, or where
there is folution of the fluids. Should my ad-
vice be required in confluent fmall pox, I thould
fly to it with hopes of fuccefs.”

““ A friend has tried nitrous acid m a cafe of
fever, where it failed': but he acknowledges it
was fueh as he onght not, on maturer delibera-
tion, to have ventured its reputation in. The
cafe was marked with confiderable inflammatory
adtion of the arterial fyftem. It rendered every
fymptom worfe.”  Extrafls of letters writien in
Jare ad Auguft, 17 07, by Dr. Hamilton of
Ipfwich. gl

Cafe apparentlyof lymphatic affectionwith fever-
;ﬁn%fj‘, treated 5_;; Mr. Bﬂ?‘ﬂﬂﬁ, furgm; #‘}pﬂ
wich. Mrs. M. of a lax fibre, cache&ic habit,
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and in Reports concerning the effedts of nitrous acid, e,
Fobnfon. Above 100 bad cafes ftand attefted, as cured,
beyond all reafonable doubt. Some unfuccefsful trials are
noticed in the laft pamphlet.

The extraordinary power and mild aéion of the acid,
with the proportion of failures, render a fuller indu&@ion of
fafts and teflimonies highly defirable.——It is certain,
that to eftablifh the anti-venereal virtue of fubflances, not
injurious to the conftitution, would be giving a deadly blow
to empirical impofture. It cannot have efcaped you, that
the pretentions of many quack medicines are refied on the
occafional inefficacy of mercury, and an overcharged repre-
{entation of its baneful effeds,

By the co-operation of praitioners, a thoufand cafes
might foon be collefted.  And it is hoped that you will
not refufe your afliftance to'fuch an undertaking. The
thare I have had in conveying information to the public,
very naturally led me to reflect on the fpeedieft method of
folving this problem ; boww far the cure of lues can be juffi-
Srably entrufted to the nitrous acid in the firft inflance. In
confequence, I have taken the liberty of making the pre-
fent application. I do not think that it can yet be deemed
{upﬂrﬁuﬂus to colle€ more evidence, nor will the advantage
of bringing the evidence together be difputed. There are
perfons, to whom every large defign appears, by reafon of
its comprehenfivenefs, abfurd. Others, I truft, will not
condemn the idea of attempting to induce a iarge part of
the medical Prﬁfeﬂion, to unite in an cnduir'y of the higheft

intereft,

I
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Where the cafe profpers, the report thould con-
cifely fate the fymptoms, with the date and permanence of
the cure. Appearances leading to a knowledge of the caufe
of failure thould be noted. The nitrous acid (and the oxy-
genated muriate) will be found ufeful in various difeafes.
But as the colle@ion here propofed, will be confined to fiphy-
lis; information on other fubjeds fhould be written fepa--
rately. i

If any profits accrue, they fhall be divided among
charitable efiablifhments for venereal patients, On thia
account it will not, I hope, be thought improper to requeft
that communications be tranfmitted, free of expence, to
Mr. Jonwnsown, Bookfeller, 72, St. Paul's Church-Yard, '
London.

I do not wifh that any reports thould be forwarded before
Jan, 1798. If by the end of February, the number fhall
fuffice for publication, - they fhall be immediately printed ;
or elfe returned. '

To render the tafk of editor as little difagreeable as pofii-
ble, it is defired that all technical terms and quantities may
be written at length, and the whole in a fair hand.

Sept. 5, 1707.  THOMAS BEDDOES.

Be pleafed to communicate this letter to any Phyfician,
Surgeon or Apothecary of your acquaintance.






























