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and other Authors, and I thould not think it
neceffary to bring forward any obferva-
tions of mine in a general view of it, but
that it is introdu&ory to, and leads me to
take notice of, a particular fpecies of cur-
vature of great importance to mankind, and
which poflibly may receive fome improve-
merit from a- reconfideration of the ufual
mode of treating 1t. 1] (hall therefore begin
with bricfiy relating the ufual -canfequmces
which are produced by morbid affetions of
the Spine. - VTRY,

« The anatomieal firu&ure, ufe, and offices
of the Spine are well known ; it may there-
fore be fufficient in this place to obferve, that,
confifting of all the vertebrz, it forms a canal
lined by membranes, which are a continua-
tion of the coverings of ‘the brain, within
thefe the {pinal marrow is contained, and is
thus fecurely defended againft external in-

jury ; and that as a boney: pillar, it fupports
the
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‘being ftraitened for want of room, cannot
exert all its expulfive force, in confequence
of which the circulation grows weak, the fe-
‘eretions are imperfectly carried on, and all
-.i:.h.i:: animal fun&ions languith ; hence general
debility,, - emaciation, and ' various  chronic
difeafes ?—!‘Ea‘dﬁg}uc;’:d. ~ Inflammations of the
pleura, adhefions of it to the, lungs, and
.dropfies of the breaft are its frequent confe-
-quences, -

This unnatural alteration in the form of
the brealt, however, does not always produce
fuch bad effe@ts.. When the change 1s very
gradually made, the organs in their growth
{ometimes accommodate themfelves to their
_peculiar fitvation ; fometimes the form which
the curve takes leaves as much room for the
adion of the organs as they naturally pofiefs,
infqmﬂch that perfons afHli¢ted with this com-
Pl.a'mt not only live without much inconve-

nience,
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fuch as thofe who are accuftomed to Earr‘jr
heavy burthens on the head and fhoulders,
and thofe who are employed in agriculture,
have by degrees their Spines bent forward.
Old age, which weakens the power of the li-
gaments and muicles, often produces the {ame
effeCt, when the bones give way and bend
‘under the weight of the head and fuperior
extremities 1+ but in that cafe the ill confe-
queaces which have been mentioned do not
follow, becaufe the curvature has been gra-
dually made and the cavity of the breait is
not diminifhed. |

Thediftortion of the Spine in youth arifes
from various caufes, among which may be
enumerated bad nurfing, want of exercife, bad
pir, improper diet, and {uffering children to
* get a habit of putting themfelves into, and
remaining long in the fame pofture ; weak-
n‘efs., either innate or accidental, of the li-

gaments, or mufcles of the Spine may alfo
produce
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15 ﬁ_ﬂﬂEW&hﬁﬂ outward, and feldom c-u-' never
to-either fide. The fmalleft curve; in which.
two or three vertebrz are concerned, is at<
tended with the fame | fymptmm as the

Jargefts 15 cnolis - . e |
- On this' difeafe that encel[enf author and
pra&itioner the late Mr. Pott beftowed much
painsandattention; before his time it was not
underflood; and as, at leaft'iny modern times,
fio. attempt to cure it'has been: invented,
thofe who were aflliGed with.it were defert=
ed, and left to linger out a miferable exift-
ence. It remained for the fagacity of Mr.
Pott to inveftigate its caufe, and in the valua=
ble tra whieh he wrote'on the fubjed, he
has laid down a very accurate diferimination
of it from every ether fpecies of Paralyfis.” -
Improving on a hint from ‘an . ancient
writer, ' moft -fortunately for mankind, M. '.i
Pott difgovered a method of curing this
dreadful-maladyy and has left behind him @
plag
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the teft of tnany years, has been approved,
and las received :hc fanction of fo many

The g:_;;?t ciution which he exprefles againft burning in cafes
aniing from fpafm is remarkable—‘ Caveas autem ab ufu can-
st terit in Gibbofitate ex [pafmo Nervi oriunda, p:f Deum igi-
“¢ atur Cautus fis.”—

‘_:ii_bu;aﬂs de uflione incipientis Gibbofitatis, p. 8.

Avicenna, after recommending a variety of medicines exter-
nal and internal in thefe cafes, fays, ¢ Quando non valent curae
* tiones cum eis, iqum.hihunmr etemplaftris & fimilibus, adminif-
“ tretur cauterium ut removeatur mollificatio, & induretur locus."

. Avicenna, p. 966, de cura Gubbofitatis,

The {fame mede of cure may be met with in other authors,
who appear to have received the idea from thofe quntqd
The JEgypumb were extrcm:l}r partral to the apphcatmn of

£

Man or lmum cﬁs&um. nhu:h when place-:l on “the part in

the firm of a pyram:d‘- was fet fire to and produced an Efchar.

They found it efficacious in difeafes and pains injthe back, loins,
neck, and alfo in pains aﬂ'e&mg the ]nlnts. Oghm have ufed
lint or down, {fome ﬂax, for thc {'amr purpuft. ‘.

Vid. mePcrus MPmus de Medmu_la Eg_‘,#pt.igrum. p. 200,

Thefe modes of 1'.u11;rn|51_,gj1 the P;l"'- hal‘;,’: F:;n long fince laid
afide, and till Mr. P. took up the Ydbject I'do not find any other
attempt tp cure the complaint introduced by later authors.

| prac:
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The ffiftance derived from mechanical
poweis in a variety of chirurgical cafes is
too notoriots to require to be mentioned :
their effeCts on bent bones, clubbed feet, and
other diftortions of the limbs, muft be mani-
feft td any one who will candidly give his |
attention to the fubject ; yet ftom unaccounts
able prejudices, I have knowh fome eminent
pra&titioners in f{urgery oppofe even in thefe
cafes, what they call the ufe of Irons, and
who would let Nature perfift in her error, in
hopes that the may re&ify herfelf in the ges
neral growth of the body, rather than take
proper means to lead her into the right path
while the real ftate of the fa& is; that the
complaint is much more likely to grow with
the growth of the child and ftrengthen with
its ftrength, until it becomes confirmed and
unalterable. Not long fince I was confulted
on account of a child whofe feet were 1=

verted in fuch a manner that he walked on
the
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Iflues have been {o fuccefsful there is no dif-
location ; but it muft be ackuowledged that
‘the part occupied by the difeafe is extremely
‘wealk, and incapable of {upporting the weight
of the parts above the curvature. On this head
Mr. P. himfelf remarks that, ¢* if the curvature
¢¢ be of the neck the child finds it inconvenient
‘¢ and painful to fupport its own head, and is
¢ always defirous of laying it on a table, pil-
‘¢ low, or any thing, to take off the weight.”
The {ame thing precifely happens when the
difeafe attacks the dorfal or lumbal vertebre.
Every one who has attended to thefe cafes
muft have remarked the efforts which children
make under fuch circumftances ; I {peak of
children as being moft frequently liable to
the complaint, but adults and every one {ub-
je& to a weaknefs in the back, from what-
ever caufe, endeavour to take off the load
which oppreffes them, by fupporting them-

felves on tables or chairs, and when they
’ rife
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irnproperly or fuddenly fretching them, thai
when the curve has arifen from mufcular acx
tion or other caufes.

‘But I hope not to be mifunderftood ; Ido
not mean to {ay, indeed am far from thinking,
that mftruments of any fort are wanting in
every cafe of curvature arifing from: caries.
The Hlues are often fufficient to complete
the cure without any other affiftance, as has
been proved in numberlefs inftances.

Mr. P. in his treatife has in his ufual per=
{fpicuous manner given a circumftantial ac«
count of the method of applying the cauftics
and conduding his mode of cure ; but as fome
alterations have fince been introduced which
appear to be improvements on his plan, I
think it right to notice them. Mr. P. has
direted the Iffues to be made of an oval
fhape, and has left 2 {ketch of one, as a pat-
tern, one inch long by three quarters of an

inch wide. From repeated experience I have
found:
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five inches long, nearly ftraight, made 3
plerce its way like a lancet : by fuch an
inftrument the track of the Seton may be
carried to as great a diftance as can be requi-
red. It fhould be intreduced at the fuperior
point of the track propofed, and terminate at
the lower. So much of a fkein of coarfe filk
as is thought neceflary may thus be introdu-
ced, and when brought out at the lower
wound, fhould be cut off from the needle,
leaving about an inch to be fecured, either by
a knot, or by a {lip of fticking-plaifter, to pre=
vent its being drawn back again. The re-
mainder of the filk above fhould be neatly
coiled up, and confined by a {lip or two of
fticking-plaifter. When the fuppuration is
eftablithed, and the Seton become loofe, it may
be drawn down. The part which is foiled by
the matter may be cut off, and a freth portion
of filk introduced. When one fkein 1s ufed,
another may be conne&ed to it, and drawn

through in the fame manner. Thus it may
be
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upon their hopes* let them wait with patience
tlll thﬂ drain is fairly eftablithed, and they will
- rarely be difappointed in théir expetations.

Parents, nur{es, and perfons unaccuftomed
to thefe ca{'es, dread the quantity of the dif-
charge, and conceive it muft tend to weaken
the conftitution’; but it certainly has not fuch -
an effet. I have often remarked children
improving in' health and ftrength and grow-
g fat under a very confiderable drain of this
fort. I de not mean to fay that this alone
1s the caufe of the amendment ; the return of
health probably arifes from the ftop which is
put to the ravages of the difeafe; and I only
mean to infer that neither health nor ftrength:
appears to be diminithed by the difcharge,
which it is neceflary to keep up in order to
effect a cure.

Mr. Pott has remarked that ¢ there can be
“¢¢ o curvature from within outward withoeut

6 gn nm--_ﬁ,ﬂuf-i c!i}ﬂ'r‘l.t&;qn i_"}f dlﬂ deiES D‘f fﬂms -
66 ﬂf'
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fo called, it is no uncommon thing, efpecially
in bad cafes, for the patient to remain fome
time without making any further progrefs:
this in adults occafions impatience, and in
parents defpair, but in the middle kind of
cafe, the power of voluntary motion generally
{foon follows the infulﬁntary.'

The knees and ancles by degrees lofe
their {tiffnefs, and the relaxation of the latter
enables the patient to fet his feet flat upon
the ground, the certain mark that the power
of walking will foon follow : but thofe joints
having loft their rigidity become exceedingly
weak, and are not for fome time capable of
ferving the purpofe of progreffion.

The firft voluntary motions are weak, not
conftantly performable, nor even every dayy
and liable to great variation from anumber of
accidental circumftances, both external and

internal.

The firft attempts to walk are feeble, and
bear







ghas
this rhkcs‘lall inconvenient weight off the’
legs, and at the fame time enables the child
to move them as much ag it may pleafe.

Time and patience are very requifite, but'
they do in this cafe, as in many others, ac-
complifh our withes at’ laft:’

The deformity rem'aini.ng'after recovery
is fubjelt to great uncertainty, and confider-
able variety, as it depends on the degree of
caries, and the number of bones affected : in
general it may be faid, that where one ver=
tebra only is affeted, and the patient young,
the curve will in length of time totally dif=
_appear; but where #wo or three are affeited
this cannot be expected. The thing aimed at if’
the confolidation and union of the bones which
had been carious, and are now become found :
without this there can be no cure, and this
muit in fuch cafes render the curvature, and’
confequently 1be deformity, permanent. ‘The
Iﬁ'ucs will reftore the ufe of the limbs, but:

 not the loft figure of the Spine.
Thus
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éiréumftances of the firft cafe which led me
to confider the fubjet in the light I have
mentioned, and I fhall fubfequently take
notice of a few more which have confirmed
my opinion, in the relatien of which wilt
plainly be feen the wonderful power which
the caufties had, and the points' at which
they failed; in fhort, they will evidently de-
monftrate what cauftics can do in'thefe cafes,
and what tliey cannot do.

¢ ASE 1
_ Auguft 25, 1788
T was defired to vifit a young lady, about

éleven years of age. She had been'a remark=

ably active, upright girl, and in er fchool

was allowed to excel in déncing. About the
18th of March immediately preceding the
time mentioned, her friends and herfelf be-

gan ta obferve a want of adtion in the lower
limbs. No caufe could be afligned, but fhe
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nccaﬁnnally. -I—Ier health and ftrength con~
tinugd to improve, but the curvature re-
mained nearly as at firft, which, as before
obferved, was very large. The Iflues were
continued nearly a twelvemonth, when they
were fuffered to heal. Soon after this period
this young lady again began to feel fymp*
toms and Tenfations -fimilar to what fhe had
experienced before the cauftics were applied's
Pﬁin at the pif of the ftomach, difficulty in
hmving the lower limbs, and in a fhort time
fhe was growing rapidly worfe. It wag
thought advifeable to open the Iﬂ'uezs-againi
which being done, fhe foon perceived an
amendment in all her complaints. But re-
fledting on the cafe, I attributed her relapfe
to the largenefs of the'curve which was
left, and which, added to general weaknefs,
was not capable of fuftaining the weight
of the parts above ; I therefore defired
thai: an ingenious mechanic might be fent
for,
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mined to add the affiftance of ﬁlppnrt by a
mechanical apparatus, which was accordingly
applied : the child grew rapidly better. The
inftrument was from that time worn for
fome years, during which he continued to
improve without any further interruption ;
and I may add, that in May 1795, he called
on me healthy, upright, and grown to a mo-
derate height.

C ASE: 1.

In September 1793, Mifs —, of
Briftol, about fix years old, was obferved by

the perfon who had the care of her, to have

a lump or rifing on her back, which gave no

pain, nor had fhe any complaint or uneafinefs.
The lump continued to increafe in fize, and
towards the end of the year, her friends began
to obferve that the walked awkwardly, and
dragged her feet along the ground. Early in

1794, thedifficulty of walking increafed, and
the
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up for any length of time 5 but fhe was obs
liged frequently to procure eafe in the day,
by lying on the bed. As there-was no ap-
pearance of the weaknefs getting better, I
conceived, although the curve, as was ob;-_
ferved, was fmall, that fhe would find relief
from the affiftance of an inﬁrurhent, to leflen
the fuperincumbent weight. It was ac-
cordingly applied. From the time it was put
on, fhe felt immediate benefit, no longer
wanted to indulge on the bed, and in a fort-
night after was difcharged. I have repeatedly
feen her fince her difmiffion. She has had
no return of fenfation of weaknefs in the
back, but continues to receive, as fhe ex-
prefles, great comfort and fupport from the
{pinal apparatus.

I have now faid all that appears to me
neceffary on the prefent occafion, The fur-
ther confideration of the fubje& I take the

liberty
















