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It is impossible to admit that men in perfect health, and free
from diarrheea, were suddenly roused from their sleep by
eramps, and by the other unmistakeable symptoms of cholera.

It is impossible to admit that others in perfect health, and
free from diarrhea, were suddenly seized by an attack of
cholera, in any part of the ship, or when alofi, reefing.

And it is also il';’II]DELEil}]E to admit that others, also in perfect
health, and free from diarrhwea, were suddenly attacked by
cholera, and fell as if they had drunk the concentrated poison

of the upas tree.

And, consequently, it must be concluded that these cases, re-
ported as cases of sudden attacks of cholera, were cases hur-
riedly and superficially inquired into: and it is to be regretted
that they are put forth as the result of careful and minute in-
vestigations at the bedside.

The next question in that Report which eclaims attention is
the statement that cholera and diarrheea depend on different
causes; “that choleraic disease depends on a specific cause
which is not endemic, and diarrhea on a cause which is en-
demic”.

Heretofore cholera has been considered to manifest itself
only at the moment when the individual was seized with
vomiting, spasms, ete. The diarrhwa which was sometimes
remarked to precede an attack of vomiting, spasms, ete, was
considered to be no part of the disease; that it only weaﬁened
the individoal, and made him liable to be acted on by the
choleraic poison. Tt follows, therefore, that, if cholera is inde-
pendent of diarrhoea, well-authenticated cases must abound of
persons in perfect health, and free from diarrhoea, having been
suddenly seized with vomiting, spasms, ete. ; with cholera, in
fact.

But heretofore not one single well-authenticated case of
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effect now as a full dose at other times: and a full dose given -

to a person in perfect health will now induce diarrheea, followed

by cholera and death. (See case viir in the Result of an Inquiry,
ete.) And the same full dose, given to persons labouring
under other diseases than diarrhea or cholera, has induced
diarrheea, followed by cholera, and destroyed life.* Since the
attention of the medical profession was called to this epidemic
abnormal state of the stomach and bowels of the whole popula.-
tion previous to an outbreak of epidemic diarrhcea, Dr. Babing-
ton has also called the attention of the profession to the same
subject; and Dr. Williams, of Swansea, has given it the very
appropriate denomination of the prsm‘unitc-ry to the premonitory
diarrheea.

Consequently, there can be no doubt of the existence of this
epidemic abnormal state of the stomach and bowels of the
whole population, where epidemic diarrheea is about to break
out; and, cﬂnsequénﬂy, the Report is in error when it asserts
that diarrheea depends on an endemic cause only.

The next question in the Report which requires explana-
tion is, that it is stated that the disease (cholera) was brought
to Varna and to Baljick by vessels céming from infected places,
and having the disease on board. The fact is fully proved that
epidemic cholera is preceded, accompanied, and followed by
epidemic diarrhea; and that every case of cholera is preceded
by a :]Enrrhuaa for some hours, some days, or some weeks, And
it is also established that epidemic diarrhcea is itself preceded by
an epidemic abnormal state of the stomach and bhowels, affecting
the whole population. Therefore, before it can be admitted

that cholera, which is itself only the consequence of diarrheea

* See the Report of Four Cases to whom Laxatives were administered at
St. George's Hospital, and where dinrrhma and cholern were induced in each,
und which proved fatal to one. (Medieal Times, Sept. 1854.)






