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VACCINATION or SANITATION?

BY

JOHN C. McVAIL, M.D., D.P.H.

IT is one of the commonest allegations of those
who assert that vaccination is not a preventive of
small-pox, that diminution of small-pox prevalence
attributed to vaccination, is wholly or largely due
to sanitation. Itis argued that as certain other
infectious diseases have also diminished, and that
as their diminution is acknowledged to be due to
sanitation, the diminution in small-pox should be
similarly attributed. In this line of argument no
cognisance is taken of the fact, that for one
infectious disease sanitation means one thing,
and for another infectious disease another thing.
For example, the preventive measures which have
had most influence against typhoid fever, are not
those which have been most powerful against
typhus, and the causes which have made cholera
almost unknown among us, have had no similar
influence on whooping cough ; nor are diarrhcea,
and rabies, and erysipelas, and anthrax, and
diphtheria to be dealt with by identical sanitary
procedures. As regards small-pox, neither drain-
age, nor water supply, nor increased air space, nor
inproved cleanliness, can account for the remark-
able changes which have taken place in the age
incidence of the disease, can explain the fact that
small-pox was formerly a disease of infancy, but
that now-a-days it has been transferred to more
advanced periods of life; to periods of life at






























1 u .













) - 5
. 9 1 - : : .
" - , ] .
. E - - 5 = 1
: - UL ¢ ~
I i . . 2













