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A LETTER, &,

S IR,

E EAVING réad with parlticular

- pleafure and fatisfacion, your

book intitled Domeftic Medicine, in
which, amongft other difeafes, you
have treated of' the Small Pox by
Inoculation, and alfo in the natural
way ; I take the liberty of commu-
nicating to you by, letter, my fenti-
ments on this important {ubje.

B The

————



—t r————

[ ]

(528

The world holds you in great efti-
mation for the many humane and
judicious obfervations with which
your work abounds, and Iam happy
to give every teftimony of my re-
gﬁrd for that merit, which, whilit I
defpair of attaining, I cannot but
acknowledge and admuire.

You juftly obferve, that Inocula-
tion cannot become materially be-
neficial till it is rendered univerfal,
alledging that as many die annually
of the natural Small Pox now, as be-
fore this pralice was introduced;
a melancholy circumftance! and
which demands the attention of
every thinking man in this kingdom.

As the ftate will derive the greateft
advantages from Inoculation, it
nu‘ght from true policy ever to pro-

mote and encourage that' pra&ice.
For
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For this laudable purpofe, pre-
miums and honorary diftinctions
fthould be conferred on all thofe
who in an eminent degree contri-
bute to its advancement. ‘Thofe
gentlemen of the profeflion who in-
oculate the greateft numbers, par-
ticularly of the poor, in a given
time, thould be rewarded for their:
humane efforts to extend the ufe
of this happy difcovery, by which
you affert they may fave more lives
than by all their other endeavours.

In the Roman ftate, the man who"

preferved the life of ome of his fel-

low citizens, was entitled to a civic

crown. Your inftru&ions in the
Small Pox alone, if duly attended
to, will fave thoufands, a circum-
ftance which muft afford a heart-
felt fatisfaction far beyond the pof-

{eflion of any honc}mry reward.
B2 ¢ One

i S Rm—
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¢ One felf-approving hour whole yéars
‘¢ out-weighs,

“ Of ftupid ftarers, and of loud huzzas;

¢ All fame is foreign, but of true defert,

¢ Plays round the head, but comes not to
s¢ thie heart.”

. Thefe lines, Sir, were written
by Mr. Pope, when he was con-
templating—not the characters of
heroes, who meditate the deftruc-
tion of the human fpecies, but: of:
public benefactors, men whofe views
like your’s, were directed to the
prefervation and happinefs of their
fellow-citizens, Non tu corpus eras
Sine peclore. ,

In an Efiay publifthed not long:
fince, I obferved, that every abi-
cels which is the crifis of a fever
arifing from an internal diforder,

ought by all means to be encou-
raged
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raged *. This do@rine is agreeable *

to the fundamental 'principles of
our art, and I am much inclined to
think the variolous abfcefs ought to.
be treated in the {ame manner with
other impoftumations . General
affertions, it may be faid, fhould be
received with fome allowance and
exceptions, and that we fhould hear
what may be urged on both fides of
every queftion, before we attemp't to
form any determinate judgement.

* Dr. Sydenham, in his chapter on acute:
difeafes, fays, ¢ Reafon ditates, if I judge
right, that a difeafe is nothing elfe but Na-
ture’s endeavour to thruft forth with all her
might, the morbific matter, for the health of
the patient.”

+ Dr. Mead fays, ¢ This obfervation
holds good in all kind of abfcefles, that the
more the puftules tend to fuppuration, the
greater are the hopes of recovery, and there-
fore when that does not go on according to

our withes, all poffible means are to be ufed

to throw the morbific humour on the fkin.””
MEeap on the Small Pox,

3 Many
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Many practitioners aﬁ’ert, that the
variolous fever is a fever fuz generis,
and ought to be treated in a pecu-
liar manner ; that it fhould be at-
tacked with repellents, and every
attempt fhould be made by evacu-
ations, to diminith and fubdue
its influence. ‘This do&rine of
revulfion, when reduced to prac-
tice, is deemed very pernicious,
and I believe it will be found much
fafer in general to affift, than to re-
tard the efforts of the conftitution.
Ab extra intus redire malum eft.

There is a confiderable difference
in opinion betwixt * Baron Dimfdale
and you, on the fubject of prepara-
tion and the fubfequent treatment
of this diftemper. As my {fenti-~
ments happen to correfpond in ge-
neral with your’s, I have feletted

#* QOn Inoculation.
many
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many paflages from your book in’
fupport of them. The Baron writes
in favour of a different practice, and
his works being much read and
efteemed, I have thought fit to
make feveral quotations from them
alfo, that a true and candid judg-
ment may be formed.

Freedom of difcuffion is very
allowable, when it does not arife
from malicious or envious mo-
tives, but from a regard for truth.
The opinions and practice, not the
man, are the proper objects of li-
terary inveftigation.

I thall now proceed to make
fome curfory obfervations on the
procefs preparatory to Inoculation.

When the practice of Inoculation
was firft introduced into this king-
dom, preparation was never omitted,
and it feemed only a proper and ne-

B 4 ceflary
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ceflaty caution on entering upon a
new and fingular operation. Pre-
paration being made, the mildnefs
of the difeafe which followed, was
fuppofed by many to be not lefs
owing to the medicines than to the
mode of introducing the variolous
poifon into the fyftem. Some years
clapfed before any one ventured to
inoculate without this previous ce-
remony, and when it began to be
omitted (whether by accident or
defign, is immaterial) the pracice
was found to be quite as fuccefsful
as before. People fet themfelves ta
confider what was meant by prepa-
ration, and they doubted if it could
be neceffary to prepare thofe who
were in perfect health *, In the

* "T'he worft confequences have been known
to procced from the attempts of people to
make themfelves better than well ; we there-
fore fhould not prefumptuoufly trifle with a
goad conftitution. '

necxt
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next place they reflected, that thofe
who were materially difordered,
could ‘not be cured and made fit
{ubjets for Inoculation in {o fhort
a time as that ufually allotted for
this purpofe. It was alfo remarked,
that perfons who contrated the
Small Pox whilft they had other
difeafes upon them, underwent the
diftemper as well as if they had been
free from every fort of complaint;
which circumftance greatly dimi-
nithed the importance of the pre-
paratory procefs, and brought it at
length into difrepute. The practice,
at this time, was principally in the
hands of the furgeons, who thought
little or no preparation neceflary,
or medicine, during the difeafe -}
You,

+ Dr. Mead fays. it is proper to mention,

that this artificial difeafe 1s ufually fo mild,
that"
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You, Sir, affert, that ¢ They
know very little of the matter who
impute the fuccefs of modern Ino-
culators to any fuperior fkill, ei~
ther in preparing the patient, or

’Cmnmlinicating the difeafe. Some

of them indeed, from a fordid defire
of engroffing the whole practice to

| themfelves, pretend to have extra-

ordinary fecrets or noftrums *, for

that it fc_arce: requires any help from medi-
cines ; an opinion which is very generally cre-
dited at this day,

* Dr. Black fays, in his Obfervations Me-
dical and Political, ¢ Some prefcribe elabo-
rate and complicated preparation by diet, mer-
curials and purges, previous to inferting the
variolous infe&tion. Dr. Gatti, who wrote .
2 fenfible treatife on this fubject remarks, and
I believe juftly, that the more fimplicity is
ufed in transfering the difeafe artificially, the
practice and public benefit are likely to be
more univerfal. “Several of our European
Inoculators often, with officious induftry, ex«
ercife a fuperfluous preparatory parade of pro-
feflional and fcientific craft: young children
efpecially, may difpenfe with many of thefe
redundant ceremonies,”

preparing
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preparing perfons for Inoculation,
which never fail of fuccefs.  But
this is only a pretence to blind the
ignorant and inattentive. Commen
fenfe and prudence alone are {uffi-
cient both in the choice of the fub-
jeét and management of the ope-
ration. Whoever is poflefled of
thefe, may perform this office for
his children whenever he pleafes,
provided they be in a good ftate of
health.”

The Baron, on the other hand,
<. recommends to his patients who
are in high health, to abftain from
all animal food, including broths,
alfo butter and cheefe, and from all
fermented liquors, excepting {mall
beer, which is allowed {paringly,
and from all fpices, and whatever
poflefles a manifeft heating quality.
The diet is to confift of pudding,
gruel, fago, milk, rice milk, fruit

pies,
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pies, greens, roots, and vegetables
of all the kinds in feafon, prepared
or. raw. Eggs, though not to be
caten alone, are allowed in puddings,
and butter in pie cruft, and patients

- are adviled to be careful not to

over-load their ftomachs, even with
this kind of food.”

After proceeding in this manner
about g or 10 days before the opera-
tion, they are directed to take ¢ three
dofes of the following powder, ei-
ther made into pills, or mixed with
a little {fyrup or jelly, at bed-time;
and a dofe of Glauber’s {alts diffolved
in thin water gruel, each fucceed-
ing morning. The powder is com-
pofed of eight grains of calomel,
the fame quantity of the compound
powder of crabs claws, and one-
eighth part of a grain of emetic
tartar.”

Baron
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The Baron notwithflanding aflerts,
p. 82, ¢ That alteration which ap-
pears moft likely to be made, is in
fhortening the time of preparation ;
for as I have often been obliged to
inoculate without any, and bave al-
ways bad the fame fuccefs, it has in-
clined me to think, that much, if
not the whole of this procefs may
be difpenfed with, except in very
full habits, or where other parti-
cular circumftances may require it.
But in all thefe cafes from the in-
{fertion of the matter to the time of
the eruptive complaints, the pa-
tients have been kept to a clofe ob-
fervance of diet, and the ufe of the
preparatory medicines, proportioned
as well as I could to their condi-
tions, for I durft not by way of ex-
periment difpenfe with the ufe of

i & meafures
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meafures that had been hltherto {o
fuccefsful.” 4

A () There is reafon to
fear Tnoculation will be far from
‘bemg genleral as fong as the praé’clce
contmues in the hands of the fa-
culty. ~Your obfervation mady be
juft, yet I cannot help thinking the
faculty ought to have a preference
‘in this bufinefs. Supp’ofe, Sir, apo-
thecaries were paid propeﬂy for
‘their vifits, (like the reft of the
profeflion) inftead of their medi-
cines,’ that there might be no in-
‘diucement to give more thhn Was
‘really neccfiary for their patwnts,
would not this, cbviate every ob-

Je&lon ik
The Circaffian mothers, Dr. Meéad
oBferves, were ufed to inoculate

their own children.  In the Eaft-
: Indies

ec— i —— .
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Indies the whole bufinefs is con-
du@ed by the Bramins, and with
the greateft fuccefs *

Per{onsare dally 1n0C ulated inevery
part of this kingdom, without any
préparathiom A very eminent prac;
titioner has frequently aﬂ'ur.:_:'d me,
that he never knew Ino'cul)apipn do
otherwile than well, except where
the patients had been previoudly
lowered, or during the diftemper,
the ill confequences  of which I
have frequently feen and lamented.
Four children were. inoculated for-
merly at my houfe, and were under
the infpe&ion of an eminent phy-
‘ﬁman 5 they were. trmted in this

* They order then patlcnts to ab{’cam for
one month before Inoculation,  from fifh,
milk, and a kind of butter made of buffalo’s
rmlk this is the invariable and only pre-
“paratory regimen. !

L2 manner,

[ ]
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manner, and all had a narrow ef-
cape +.

I fuffered much uneafinefs on
account of the method in which
they were treated, and I find I am
not fingular in my objeftions to
this practice, for you fay, ‘“ you have
known children to appeafe the anx«
iety of their parents, bled, bliftered
and purged, during the fever which
preceded the eruption of the Small
Pox, to fuch a degree, that nature
was not only diftarbed in her ope-
ration, but rendered unablg to fup-
port the puftules after they were

+ The {pots under the fkin, at firft were few
in number, the contagion fpreading from cell
to cell, till they became infinite, yet made
no approach to the furface. 1 think that
if the fever had been higher, a few puftules
would have been thrown out at once upon
the “fkin, and the patients greatly re-
lieved, X

out;
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; fo that the patient, exhaufted
by mere evacuatmns, {funk under

the difeafe.”

Baron Dimfdale faysq,, page 33,

~¢<'[ hefeverifh fymptoms are for :the

moft pact fo mild as {cldom to re-

quire any medicinal affiftance, ex=

cept a repetition of the fame medl—

cine that was-directed on the fecond

;}ig}lt'i_after the operation ; and -:jri
the following morning - this 'la}r‘:‘a-

tive draught, Infuficn of fena two
ounces, manna half an ounce, tinc~-
ture Df_]alap two drams.. Thefe are
given as {oon as the cruptive fymp~-
toms are :perceivable,. if they feem:
to indicate any uncommon | degree:
of vehemence.”

_ I haye known fuch:a dxaught oive
more than a dwen {tools, and weaken.

1* Calomel and compound pawder of crabs
claws, of each three grains, emetic tartar
% of a grain,

s the
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the patient exceedingly, and be-
ing continued, reduce him to an
hectic ftate.

Many families, I am informed,
to avoid the expence of employing
the profeflion, have followed your
advice, and inoculated their chil-
dren with the greateft {fuccefs. There
certainly is not a duty more incum-
bent on them than this which fo
immediately concerns the preferva-
tion of their offspring. They do
not fcruple to give medicines on
{everal other occafions that are
more f{erious ; they adminifter re-
medies for the diforders of the
{ftomach and bowels, and other com-
plaints to which children are con-
tinually fubject; why then fhould
they not noculate them alfo? I

doubt not they will adopt the prac-
tice
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tice when they are convinced of
what every profeflional man is well
perfuaded of, that there is no ha-
zard in it. The numbers whe die
under Inoculation, hardly deferve to

be named. Inthe natural way, the

calculation is that one in four or
five generally dies, but by Inocu-
lation not one of a thoufand.

The Baron remarks that fcarce
two in three of all that are born, live
to be two yearsold. I know not if
this calculation is accurate; how-
ever, if juft, it 1s a melancholy
circumftance ; and how many chil-
dren may we f{uppofe to die of the
Small Pox in the natural way, before
they arrive at this age? No doubt
many, whofe deaths might have
been prevented by Inoculation. As
long as this operation is deferred,

Cia the

e e L
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the anxiety of parents is beyond
what any but parents can conceive ;
and children who live in Iai'ge cities,
where there is great danger from
contagion, are on that accountoften
deprived of the benefit of the air,
fo neceflary to health.

The Baron obferves ¢ that con-
vulfive paroxyfms often accompany
the variolous eruptive fever in chil-
dren; and though generally looked
upon in no unfavourable 'light, as
often preceeding a diftiné& kind of
Small Pox, yet they areat all times
attended with fome degree of dan-
ger ; nay fome, itis well known,
have expired under them ; while
others who have ftruggled through
with great difficulty, have been fo
debilitated, and their faculties fo
impaired, that the effe@s have been

perceptible

-
o —
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perceptible during the remaining

part of their lives.”
I have feen one inftance where

the ill effeés of convulfions which
happened at the time of Inoculation
continued thro’ life, but happily, not
one where a child died 1n them.
This event will fometimes happen
during Inoculation (as it does fre-
quently without it) from worms or
acidities in the ftomach and firft
paffages. 1 do not think the ap-
prehenfions of convulfions, which
are in thefe cafes fometimes fo flight
as hardly to be perceived, ought to
operate againft the pratice at this
age ; efpecially as they attack chil-
dren of all ages, and are more ftrong
and dangerous afterwards than at

the breaft *.
But,

% Dr. Mead in his chapter on the accidents

attending the Small Pox, fays, ¢ Sometimes
the
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But, fays the Baron, ‘“.even ad-
mitting the eruption to be favour-
able and not attended with any {uch
alarming ({ymptoms as convulfions)
yet,{hould alarger number of puftules
than ufual appear, or anyuntoward
{ymptom happen, and require me-
dical help, the unhappy fufferer is
much téo young to be prevailed og
to take unpalatable medicines, or
fubmit to other neceflary meafures
by perfuafions, menaces or bribes.”
Surely, Sir, there is no medicine {0
good as milk for children at -thi$
tender age.

I {hall now confider the npmmn
of Baron Dimfdale as to the proper

age fer Inoculation.

the patient is feized with conyulfions juft be-

fore the eruption. ' But’ this fymptom is

more terrifying than dangerous, and,in chil-

dren particularly, thofe convulfions which :
frequently come on before the diftemper ap-

pears, are generally rather a good than'a bad

iign.

‘¢ In
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¢ In regard to the age, fays the

Baron, where itisleft to my choice
I decline inoculating children under
two years old. I know the common
practice 1is againft me in this parti-
cular, but my reafons for rejecting
fuch, are founded on obfervation
and experience. I haveindeed lately
inoculated many under this age, at
the prefling intreaties of their pa-
rents, and they have all done well.
But it muft be confidered, that young
children are expofed to ail the ha-
- zards of dentition, fevers, fluxes,
convulfions, and other accidents,
fufficiently difficult in them{elves to
manage in fuch tender {ubjects, in-
fomuch that f{carce two in three of
- all that are born, live to be two years
old; as is demonftrable from the
bills of mortality.”

The
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The Baron here confefies the com-
mon practice i1s againft him, as to
inoculating children under two years
of age, yet he fays that he has ino-
culated feveral under that age, and
they have all done well.” Surely,
this is great encouragement to adopt
that method, efpecially as it meets
with general approbation, and the
Dr. confefles, that his fentiments on
this f{ubject, militate againft the
common practice ¥.

I have feen great numbers of
children inoculated at the breaft,

* Dr. Mackenzis fays, “ The moft favour-
able period for Inoculation, feems to be that
which precedes the breeding of teeth in chil-
dren, while the feveral complaints attending
that event are yet unfelt, and the humours
arc fo mild, that an inflammatory diftemper
can, at that time, f{carce rife to any great
degree of violence.”

Mackenzie’s Hiffory of Health,
without
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without any trouble, and with the
happieft fuccefs; and I am, and al-
ways have been, an advocate for that
prac¢tice which is attended with

fuch ftriking advantages. I have
known feveral medical gentlemen
who once thought otherwife, but
whom time, experience and reflec~
tion have brought to favour the
moft early Inoculation. You ob-
{ferve, that the moft proper age
1s betwixt three and five years.
‘““ Many,” you fay, “ appreve of
inoculating at the breaft, and where
nocircumftance forbids this pradtice,
that you have no obje&ion to it.”
Neither the Baron nor you, Sir,
appear to be difinclined to inoculat-
ing at the breaft, and I'am apt to
believe that you will both hereafter
{ee reafon to approve of a practice,
the adyantages of which are {elf.

D evident,



(.2 )

evident, and the difadvantages only
ideal and prefumptive.—How cau-
tioﬁs ought we to be, with refpect
to adminiftering purgatives "to in-
fants in particular, fince they fome-
times excite convulfions, and caufe
a retrocefiion.

- Common abfcefles are ufually
feated in the cellularfubftance betwixt
the mufcles ‘and the fkin ; the va-
riolous abfcefs is in the cellular {fub-
ftance under the cuticle, and upon
the fkin or cutis vera, as it is called.
This appears to be the cafe from-
the {cars left by the Small Pox, and
which proceed from the confined
virus eroding the {ubjacent {kin.
The deeper the {eat of an 'abfcefs,"
the longer it _i-s' in -coming to fup-
pu;ati{m, unlefs the matter happens
to be dﬂpoﬁted under a tendon, li-

gament, Of 2 tendinous expanfion.
! In
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In this cafe, though it is at no
great diftance from the furface, yet
being powerfully reftrained and con-
fined, the matter is often a confider-
able time before it reaches the {kin
to make its exit there. S

An abfcefs under the cuticle, cc-
terts paribus, will be fooner pro-
truded than one in the adipofe mem-
brane. The variclous and other
abfcefles are ufually preceded by
fhiverings, which feem to be the
efforts of difeafe to produce a crifis,

There is a very great fimilarity in
many re{pects betwixt the puftules
in the Small Pox and other abfcefles.
They are accompanied with rigors,
they tend alike to {uppuration or
gangrene. They are alfo treated in
the fame manner. The puftules in
the limbs are fomented by bathing
in warm water. When they are

D 2 perfectly
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perfectly ripe, it is recommended
by the moft celebrated writers to
draw them to a point by cerate,
and afterwards to-difcharge the con~
tents by punéture or incifion. Dr.
Brooke, * Tiflot, and Holwel in his
account of Inoculation by the Bra-
mins, urge the propriety of this
pradtice on your principle, viZ. to
prevent reforption of the matter,
and the fecondary fever.

Dr. Tiffot obferves ¢ That in the
Small Pox,” whenever there 1s a very
confiderable eruption, the fever is
heightened at the time of {uppura-
tion, which is not to be wondered
at, for one fingle boil excites a fe-
ver: how is it poffible then that
fome hundreds, nay fome thou-

* Pragtice of Phyfie—Tiflot's Advice to the
Leople.
fands
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fands of thefe little abfcefles thould
not excite one?”’

I apprehend, the fever is the
difeafe, and the f{uppuration and
expulfion. the crifis which nature
points out. The medical treatment
will certainly be very different, ac-
cording as one or the other of
thefe ideas is adopted. 'The vari-
lous fever 1s thought to conftitute
the eflence of the Small Pox, that
alone, without any eruption, being
deemed in general, a fufficient fe-
curity againit the diforder.

Many attempts are made to miti-
gate this fever, and I believe thefe
are frequently productive of mif~
chief. ‘¢ The Eaftern pra&itioners,
fays Mr. Holwel, with great mo-
defty arraign the European pracice
of phlebotomy, and cathartics in
any ftage of the Small Pox, but

D more
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more particularly when defigned to
prevent or mitigate the fecond fever ;
alledging, that the fir/# weakens the
natural powers, and that the /Jatfer
counteracts the regular courfe of
nature, which in this difeafe, inva-
riably tends to throw out the of-
'fcn'ding' caufe upon the fkin; that the
often proves unequal to the entire
expulfion of the enemy, in which
cafe her wife purpofes are to be af-
fifted by art, and in that track,
which fhe herfelf points out, and
not by a diverfion of the ufual crifis
into another channel ; that this af-
fiftance can only be attempted with
propriety, by emptying the puf-
tules, as thereby freth room is given
in them for the reception of the cir-
culating matter {till remaining in
the blood, and which could not be
contained in the firlt eruption, by

which:
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which means every end and pur-
pofe of averting or fubduing tbe fe-
cond fever is obtained, with a mo-
gal certainty ; whilft phlebotomy
and cathartics adminiftered with
this view, are both irrational and
precarious, as being oppafite to the
conftant operation of mnature in her
managementof this dreadful difeafe.”

According to fome writers on the
Small Pox, there is the eruptive fe-
ver, and the fever of fuppuration ;
in the formation of abfceffes in ge-
neral, we reckon but one fever, that
which tends to {uppuration, and this
is regularly encouraged to a certain
degree. Should a de/irium be threa-
tened, bleeding is then prefcribed,
and is thought by the beft writers
in phyfic and furgery, to affift ma-
turation. Purgativeevacuations tend
to create a retroceflion of the mat-

D 4 ter,
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~ ter, and are therefore forbidden in
all critical abfcefies. Clyfters are
recommended "as fafe and necef-
fary, when there is great coftive-
nefs and tenfion. |

The great fuccefs attending Ino-
culation 1s not in my opimion to
be attributed fo much to the quan-
tity of poifon admitted into the
courfe of the circulation, fince a
{park will excite a flame, as to the
manner in which it falls upon the
habit, that is lightly and equally : the
lungs or other vital parts not being
in any confiderable degree affected.

In the natural Small Pox, the
contagious particles are imbibed by
the mouth, noftrils, and throat, and
conveyed to the cheft, head, or
both, and thefe parts become loaded
with an infinite number of puftules.

I have

"
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I have the moft perfect recollec-
tion of the inftant in which I con=
tracted the Small Pox. When eight
years old I caught the difeafe
from an infected pillow cafe, which
emitted a very ftrong and penetrating
odour ; a near relation of mineabout
the fame age, p'erceived it alfo, and
we {poke of it to each other. We
both fickened on the cighth day, and
had the diftin& fort, with a good
crop of puftules. 1 had been con-
ftantly in the fick chamber for thir-
teen or fourteen days without ever
perceiving that particular {mell.

Nature muft certainly have much
more difficulty in contending with
the diftemper internally, than when
the limbs and the external integu-
ments of the body are the chief
feat of the contagion. The lungs
being attacked with inflammation,

difficulty
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difficulty of breathing muft confe~
quently enfue. Thefe organs, whofe
ufe 1s declared to be to fan, and
whofe air veffels to cool the blood,

become now the fubject of fever,

are incapable of affording themfelves
the fame affiftance they give to other
parts of the body when under fe-
verith influence; yet by draughts of
frefh air, they even in this ftate,
muft receive a confiderable degree of
relief. Many writers are of opinion,
that depblogifiicated air in'the lungs,
cools the blood coming hot from
the right ventricle of the heart, and
thus operates powerfully, and with

great fuccefs as a refrigeratory.
I'was prefent when a young lady,
one of the children before-men-.
tioned under Inoculation, was feized
with a fainting fit, in the laft ftage
of the diftemper, and was almoft
expiring
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expiring from the extreme heat of
the room, in which three others
were il of the fame complaint,
Upun throwing the windows open,
the begah to breathe, was removed
into a frefh apartment,” and reco-
vered.

We are immediately fenfible of
the cooling influence of the air on
the internal, as well as the external
parts of our body, when we are
much expofed toit byftanding near a
river; and we find a feverifh heat
1s {oon removed by this circum-
ftance alone, '

Air, when applied to the exter-
nal {urface'of the body, is far from
being prejudicial to the puftules.
All the modern Inoculators, Sir, as
well as yourfelf, recommend to their
patients, the keeping their apart-
ments refrethingly cool and tempe-

rate.




¢ 30 )

rate. Dr. Mead advifes * not to
chill and freeze the patientin win-
ter, but to {fupply him with pure
and cool air, which he may take in
plentifully, becaufe a hot air caufes
difficulty in breathing and an in-
flammation of the lungs.”

The Docétor fays, ¢¢ I have feen {ub- |

je&s in which the lungs, brain, li-
ver and inteftines were thick befet
with puftules; nor have I the leaft
doubt but that thofe fudden deaths,
which fometimes happen towards
the end of the difeafe, are occafioned
by the efflux of the purulent matter
from the burfted puftules on one or

other of the nobler parts” *.
It

* Mr. Holwel {ays, ¢ In an epidemic fea~ '

fon of the confluent Small Pox; Turkies,
Chittygong fowls, Madrafs capons, and other
poultry, are carried off by the difeafe in great

numbers; and have the {ymptoms ufually
accom-
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It will be faid, perhaps, that
cold air repels, and therefore that
the patient ought, according to my
opinion, to be excluded from it. I
1t not admitted, Sir, that Shtverings
are the ufual attendants on the for-

mation of matter, and that they af-
fift its expulfion ?

Mr. Holwel fays, ¢ that in Indiz
 he has been an' eye-witnefs fo the
marvellous effeéts of throwin gafew
gallons of cold water over the head ;

the puftules, which Hhad {ubfided,
filled again, as by enchantment, °

accompuanying every ftage of the diftemper, -1
had a “favourite parrot that died of it in the
year 1744; in him 1 had 2 fair opportunity
| -of obferving the regular progrels of the dif-
| order; he fickened and had an ardent fever
full two days before the eruption ; on open-
-ing him, we found his throat, ftomach; and
whole channel of the firft paffages lined as
| thick with puftules as. the furface of his body,
. where for the moft part, they rofe contiguous,
. butin other places they ran together.

E _Bloc: d-
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Blood-letting, fo far from pre-
venting fuppuration, we are affured
from the beftauthority, (thatof Dr.
Mead, Mr. Sharp and others) actu-
ally promotes it. But this cannot be
faid of purgative evacuations; which
caufe a retroceflion and abforption
of the matter.

On this bad and injudicious prin-
ciple of retarding maturation, Sir, it
is, that fome gentlemen of our pro-
feflion, recommend the making an
early opening by cauftic, in inguinal *
and other ab{cefles, before they are
ripe. They alledge, that by {o doing,

we may prevent the formation of

finufes, and erofion of the neigh-

bouring parts. Though there is

B e e AP T
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{ome fhew of reafon 1n this argLa-"

* This, like the variolous abfcefs, is an
envenomed abfcefs, accompanied alfo with a

fever, fui generis.

ment,
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ment, I difapprove of the pratice,
having feen many inftances of indu-
ration being left behind, and of a
relapfe and fecond fuppuration tak-
ing place in confequence of the mat-
ter's not being all critically dif-
charged at the firft opening. This
event 1s fimilar to that of fecondary
fever in the Small Pox, which arifes
from the abforption of the wirus,
and produces abfcefles in the axilla,

or other parts of the body. Such

are the confequences of any inter-
ruption being given to Nature, in
the courfe of her falutary operations,
A patient who had been treated in
this manner, and where there was
a hardnefs left about the wound,
was {eiged three weeks after with a
relapfe, and a fecond {uppuration
took place. Difpleafed with the
| event, he went dail y whilft under the

E 2 care
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care of his Surgeon, to another. gen-
tleman of the profeffion, who fee-
1ng the bad confequences of ‘‘this
practice, took extraordinary® pains
to convince the patient that it would
be greatly to his advantage to wait
till Nature had depofited every drop
of matter fhe intended to " maks!
No time, {aid he, will be loft, for
when an abfcefs ripens kindly, the
wound heals better afterwards, than
when it is crude and indigefted.
This fort of reafoning coming from
a gentleman of the firft eminence,
gave the patient entire {atisfaction ;
he followed the advice, and ‘was
perfetly cured.

Since much 1s left to Nature,

whofe a&ion is commonly called the 3

vis vite, we ought to endeavour to
give fome account of her agency.

Hip-




(41 )

Hippocrates hasfaid that Nature
was the curer of Difeafes. Dr. Mead
defcribes this firft mover within us,
which perceives, thinks and reafons,
as a {pirit of fome kind or other,
entirely different and feparable from
‘terreftrial matter, yet moft intimate-
ly united with our bodies. If thisis
the cafe, thould we attempt to do
every thing ourfelves and leave no-
thing to Nature, this intelligent
fpirit? Or fhould we ftudy to obey
her diGates? The beft phyficians
in all ages have recommended a
clofe attention to fymptoms, which
are the efforts of nature in every
diftemper. We muft not therefore
inconfiderately condemn thofe, who-
ever they be, who leave much to
this powerful agent, but rather fuch
as obftruct her falutary endeavours.

E 7 Dz,
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Dr. Tiffot compares the human
mechanifm and it’s operations to
that of a watch, which he obferves,
can be repaired only by the hands
of a regular artift ;. but the compa-
rifon does not hold, there being no
vivifying principle in this machine,
todire¢t and forwardit’s motions*. In
the human body it is the province of

* < We do not confide the mending, or
cleaning, of a watch to any who have not
{pent feveral yearsin confidering how a watch
i¢ made.  what are the requifites and caufes
of its going right ; ‘and the defects or impe-
diments that make it go wrong: and yet the
preferving and rectifying the movements of
the moft complex, the moft delicate and ex-
quifite, and the moft eftimable machine upon
carth, is entrufted to people who have not the
Jealt notion of its firuéture, of the caufes of
its motions, nor of the inftruments proper to
re&ify their deviations,” |

An animal machine when out of ordcr, we
know, will often recover of itfelf, but a watch
will not, ' for want of the wuis wite, the
powers of nature,

the
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the phyfician to attend minutely - to
the various operations of Nature,
which being clearly difcerned, may
be affifted by his endeavours, which
fhould ever be fubfervient to her, the
Vis medicatrix nature, and are then
mott likely to fucceed. In a matter
of fo great moment as health, which
being difordered, - often requires the
greateft abilities to reftore, people’s
intereft and an attention to their
own fafety will prompt them, if
they have any underﬂ'anding, to
apply to thofe who, as Dr. Tiffot
fays, by education and medical op-
portuntties, it may be prefumed, are

beft qualified to give them relief.
Empirics are undoubtedly the
moft deftru&ive enemies to man-
kind : however it muft be confefied,
that in the practice of Inoculation
there ‘are’ many practitioners well

E 4 known
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known in this and other countries,
who make no pretenfion to medical
{kill, whofe fuccefs is to be envied,
and can only be attributed to that
happyignorance which difables them
from caufing an interruption to the
efforts of nature by fuch means as
are faid to be fecundum artem.

You obferve, Sir, that every me-
thod is to be taken during the pri-
mary fever, by a cool regimen, &c.
to prevent too great an eruption ;
yet after the puftules have made
their appearance, our bufinefs 1s
to promote the {uppuration by
diluting drinks, light food, and if

nature feems to flag, by generous

 cordials.” You have here drawn

¢he medical line diftinétly, and with
judgment, 7 £00 great an eruption

can be prevented with Safety. 1

muft not put my little knowledge
and

P —
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dnd‘experience in the fcale againft
yours. - You agree with me how-
ever, in admitting that you have
feen the pernicious effeéts of purg-
ing in the early ftages of this dif-
temper; ‘and that' you have known
children fo much exhaufted by diffe-
rent evacuations, as to fink under
the difeafe.

Whilft your book with thofe of
Mead, Tgﬁf and other excellent
phyficians, 1s in every body’s hands,
I need not be apprehenfive that any
of my fpeculative opinions, fuppo-
fing them to be wrong, will have
influence to do any mifchief. In the
following pages, I {hall thercforf: de-
liver my fcntnnents

Much may be faid on both fides of
the queftion ; and, I-think I have
made choice of that which ismoft fafe.
Every one is fenfible in fome degree

of
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| of the bad confequences of purging

in certain ftages of this diftemper ;
yet fome medical gentlemen are more
ftrongly imprefled with this idea
than others, according as experience
has afforded them more or lefs Infor-
mation. Extremes are generally
reckoned bad, and it may perhaps
be faid, that by endeavouring to
avoid the rock of Scy//a, I have {plit
on that of Cﬁaryéa’x}. If this 1s
the cafe, I can only fay, that there
are many others in the world who
have prefumed too much on_their
own ideas, and whofe reafoning
would not {tand the teft when op-
pofed to the ftronger reafonings of
others.

Non mibi, fed rationi, aut qua ratio-¢/fe videtur,
Milito, ~—— SCALIGER.
There is an advantagearifing from

the clofe inveftigation of any dif-
puted
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puted point ; for by collifion of op-
pofite opinions truth is often dif-
covered, and {cience greatly improv-

ed. Lo gi-:i'al argument and controver-"

fial reafoning cannot well be adapted
to every underftanding; but ftrik-
ing factsand the confequences thence
deducible are to every capacity plain
and obvious. It were perhaps bet-
ter that a hundred frivolous obfer-
vations were ufhered into the world,
than that one important fact thould
be loft.

Dr. Duncan has publifhed a very
fenfible argument in favour of Zhe-
ory, in his obfervations on the ufe
of mercury *.

With

* ¢« Theory in medicine is principally de-
fpifed by two fets of practitioners, the igno-
rant and the lazy ; the laft are unwilling, and
the firft are unable to acquire the knowledge
of it; and amidft all their boafted contempt,

it
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With refpet to the managenient
of the primary eruptive fever before
mentioned, moft pra&titioners are of
_n_pilnion, that the body ought to be
'_kept eml,-. But, is this to be done
by purgatives ? I fhould think
not. Purgatives, Dr. Cullen ob-
ferves, not only inflame the reZum,
but alfo extend their irritation. to
other .parts of the body. Dr George
Fordyce * fays, with great truth,
that fevere purging often augments
tie inflammatory fymptoms ; if this

it will be found that they principally differ

" from others in-implicitly adopting whatever

opinions they firft receive. Theory is natural
to the human mind ; and thofe who are ac-
‘cuftomed to think, cannot be fatisfied without
afligning a reafon for every pha&nomenon which
 falls ‘'under their obfervation: ‘I'heory by no
means precludes obfervations: on the contrary
it leads to a more minute attention to facts,
and in this way opinionsy of themfelves ill
~tounded, have often given rife to ufeful dif-

s.coverics in prattice.”

* Elements of Phyfic. ,
18
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is the cafe, gentle purging, that
is, the procuring two or. three
ftools in the day, cannet contribute
much to the cooling the patient and

abating inflammation ; for I appre--

hend that all purgatives a& as
{ftimulants.

. The faculty do not agree in opi-
nion with regard to the property of
nitre, when taken into the ftomach,
or, as 1s {uppofed, into the blpod.
Some recommend this {alt for its
cooling quality, whilft others con-
tend, that it produces confiderable
heat, and ‘they bring experiments
in' proof of their affertion; fo un-
certain are the effets of many in-
ternal remedies ! Should we not ra-
ther employ means which we are well
aflured contribute to cool? remove
the bed cloaths, admit frefh air, and
give diluting acidulated drinks ?

3 Though

————
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Though nit#¢ is heating; it may be
faid ‘perhaps that there are medicines
which coo/, a circumftance, 1 {hall
not attempt to difprove, but fhall
leave the onus probandi to thofe who

place the greateft confidence in
their utility.

-~ The curative effeéts of bark, o-

ptum, mercury, and fome other re- |

medies are demonftrable, which 1s
not the cafe with every medicine.
Some of the good purpofes which
medicines in general anfwer, are
very apparent and certain : they
éafe the mind of the fick, by re-
moving all appearance of neglett;
they contribute to the patient’s re-
covery, and compenfate the medical
attendant for his trouble.

In a*dﬁily*a’ttendaneé of feven
years at Sr quréafemew’: Ho/pital,

I have feen many patients under the
' . Small
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Small Pox. Little medicine, juft
‘what was neceffary, was adminifter-
ed there, and no more. INature was
permitted to do her proper work.—
It is in thefe public habitations for
the fick, that a knowledge of the
practice of phyfic is beft acquired,
being there perfe@ly orthodox, fim-

ple and undifguifed. |
I knew a lady, who by the defire
of the furgeon who inoculated ‘her
children, took all the medicines
which came from the apothecary,
and locked them wup in her bureau,
and notone of them wasacminif¥er-
ed. The apothecarywas regular in
his vifits, and remarked how' well
every thing went on, ‘and. particu-
ly obferved the good effe@ the me-
dicines produced on the pocks, 77
plumping them up; an obfervation
which might paturally have occur-
F 2 red
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red to any ‘man fo deceived. 'The
fa& was, this furgeon had feen the
bad confequences of fome prepara-
tory courfes, and of the medicines
adminiftered during the Small Pox,
which made him refolve, for the fake
of his own credit, that no inter-
ruption fhould be given on this oc-
cafion, by what he confidered as fu-
perfluous care at the beft *. He
faw the propriety of making a re-

“compenfe to the apothecary for his

time, and requefted this might be
made in a handfome manner, as is
done to the reft of the profeffion.
If this mode of payment was adopt-
ed, it could not fail to promote the
advantage of all parties. A cele-

brated phyfician has declared in his

* This gent]cman had obferved as well as
ourfelf, *¢ That the patient’s greateft danger
‘mn Inoculguon arofe, not from the want uf

care, but from the excefs of it.”
works
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works, that he did not think him~
{elf warranted to take money out of
the pocket of one man to put it'into
that of another, unlef{s there was a
valuable confideration for the fame.
—If this laudable example was ful-
lowed in every bufinefs and profef-
fion, it would be much to the be-
nefit of the community at large,
and not 2 little to the credit of thofe
who practifed it.

I have dwelt long on the {ubjelt
of the Faculty, as I amn perfuaded,
that the evils of the preparatory
procefs and fubfequent courfe of {u-
perfluious medicines arife princi-
pally from this interefted fource.

Inoculation 1s an inéi’iixnahic; yet
tender plant, which requires the
effufions of benevolence to water it

and promote its gmwth. In this

country at prefent it is unfortunately
Pz exX~
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expofed to the nipping blafts of a
deftru&ive influence, yet I am pleafed
with the profpeét that it will flou-
rith in our climate fome time or

-other with great luxuriance. But
‘whether we are more likely to be
indebted on this occafion to the good
endeavours of ‘the Faculty, or of
‘others, being a matter wherein opi-

pions differ much, it would ill be-
come me to decide+f.

I have juft been thewn a plan of
a Difpenfary for Inoculation in the
city and county of Chefler, which

‘has been attended with remarkable

+ It is rather extraordinary that Inocala-

. tion, the moft rational and bencficial of all

inventions, fhould have been fo much op-
pofed, whiift the abfurd practice of the tran/-
fufion of the blood of animals into the buman
body was fo eagerly embraced, in this country ;
in my opinion, it can only bs attributed to a
felfithnefs of difpofition, which induces people

‘to take much more pains to prolong their
own than to prefervg the lives of others.

{uccefs ;
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fuccels : and another in® Holborn ;
two of the conditions of the latter
are as follow; ¢ Every fingle
patient is to pay five fhillings at
the - time of Inoculation, and to
be attended carefully, and regu-
larly, at their own houfes, from
the time of fickening, 'till they are
quite recovered, without any ad-
ditional expence whatever.” The
laft runs thus:

¢« Very poor people fhall be inocu-

lated gratis, and alfo their families ;
and fhall be attended in the fame
manner, provided they furnith fome
kind of proof of their defert, from
a perfon of credit, to whom they
are known.”

It gives me much pleafure to
learn, that Difpenfaries for Ino-
culation are beginning to be pro-
vided in this metropolis and other

F.4 places .
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places. Thefe ufeful inftitutions,
fince the hofpital for Inoculation

can only accommodate a {mall num-

ber of thofe who apply, being the
firft of the kind which have come
to my knowledge, I am happy,
Sir, to communicate to you the
pleafing information,

I cannot conclude my Letter with-
out a quotation from your book,
and one from Dr. Blac%, which ap-

pear to me to be much to the pur- .

pofe.::| * As the Small Pox has
now becomc an epidemical difeafe
in moft parts of the known world,
no other choice remains, but to
render the difeafe asmild as poffible.
This is the only manter of extir-
pation, now left in our power ; and
though it may feem paradoxical,
the artificial method of communi-

cating the malady, could it be ren-
' dered
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dered univerfal, would amount to
nearly the fame thing as rooting 1t
out. It is a matter of f{mall con-
fequence whether a difeafe be en-
tirely extirpated, or rendered {0
mild, as neither to deftroy life, nor
hurt the conftitution ; but that this
- may be done by inoculation, docs
not now admit of a doubt+”

¢« Every life, fays Dr. Blact,
faved by this practice, is fo much
folid treafure and ftrength added to
the nation. There is no difeafe,
where we have it fo much in our
power and command to leflen mor-
tality, as in the Small Pox by Ino-

culation. It is a bridge furnifhed -

by Providence to pafs over a deep
gulph or raging whirlpool, in which
millions of the human fpecies have
been loft.”

This

—— ——ae
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This religious and juft idea is
well fuggefted, and helps to recon-
cile this beneficial practice to the
minds of all, who are not predeter-
mined never to {fubmit their judge-
ment to the voice of Reafon.

The Parents who are fo unfortunate
as to lofe a Child by this practice,
will have the confolation within
their bofoms, that they were actu-
ated by the beft of motives : whilft
thofe who meet with a fimilar mis-
fortune, through the omiflion of
this important duty, will have not
only the upbraidings of their own
minds to encounter, but al(o the
merited reproaches of the world. 1
with all thofe who are entrufted
giwith_ the care and education of
children, would take this fubject
into ferious confideration, and I

think
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think they would be induced to

adopt the practice from the refult
of reafon and reflection.

Thofe, who fincerely wifh fuc-
cefs to the pfaé‘tice of Inoculation,
ought to oppofe every gentle and
perfuafive argument to the rooted
prejudices of mankind. Much mif-
chief is excited and oppofition
kindled by every fpark of irmta~
tion, which we fhould carefully
avoid, fince it never produces any
good or beneficial confequences,

The General, who meditates an
attack on a citadel, fortified by
nature and art, often proceeds by

ftratagem and addrefs, rather than

open force. By thefe manceuvres
what was deemed at firft impreg-
nable, is finaily compelled to fur-
render. Im like manner do the
moft inveterate prejudices yield to

the
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the well- timed influence of cool
reafon and fair argument.

The man who withes to make
profelytes to any Caufe, thould feize
the happy moment of a mental
Calm, to enforce his tenets. Ad-
vice never makes {o deep an im-
prefiion on the mind, as when it
is known to proceed from honeft
difinterefted motives, and a regard
for the public good. Thefe con-
fiderations never fail to make con-
verts in the end: a truth which
you, Sir, muit frequently have ex-
perienced in the courfe of your in-
defatigable and laudable attempts,
to promote the health and welfare
of mankind.

I fhall be happy to have my en-
deavours co-operate in any degree
with your’s in rendering the prac-
tice of Inoculation what it ought

te
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to be, plain and fimple, to frip it
of its borrowed terrors, and make
it familiar and acceptable to the

whole world. '
That you may, in this metropolis,
meet with all the fuccefs due to-
your approved merit, is the fincere

with of
SR
Your moft obedicnt

Humble Servant; . _

PETER : CLARE; -

Chancery-Lane,
September 1, 1781,




e g LS W

e L, h i T e, — et

Publifbed by the Jame Author,

New and Eafy Method of Cure of

the LUES VENEREA, by the
Abforption of a grain of Mercury from
the Lips; to which is added, a Treatife
on the Gonorrhcea, Price 1s. Alfo,
An Effay on Abfceffes, &c. with a Head
of the Author; the third Edition,
Price 2s. 6d,

Turs Pamphlet is intended 25 @ Supple-
ment to the Effay on Abfcefles, &c,
and 1s added to the above, without
any additional Expence to the Purchafer.




Torug PUBLIC.

Since my Letter to Dr. Buchan
was printed, I have {feen a Pamphlet
containing A Series of Experiments,
inflituted with a view of afcertaining
the moft fuccefsful method of Inam-—
lating the Small Pax.

From the whole of thefe experi~
ments it appears, that neither the
number of the puftules, nor the mild-
nefs of the difeafe depends, in the
{malleft degree, on the mode of pre-
paring the body; that Inoculation
generally fucceeds beft, withoutany
preparation ; and that the common
method of giving violent purges and
mercurials, does more harm than
good.

Noone will queftion the accuracy
of experiments made by the inge-
nious and candid Dr. Watfon, F.R.S,

and Phyfician to the Foundling-
Hofpital,




- _..-l 3 q - =
e -y .
. & ot - k i -
. it &7 £ .
L 1 g ¥ - : M
il = - B o
¥ It ' - i Yy -~
- I _lr- _..|.1 et | [t
= [N Bl =
" - I e &
- . L. pade gy ¥ :
3 L o B 1 = a ¥ W - el
-y b | o l.l._-‘. e .
.y.-._ . | 3 '
g : . Oz ¢
AL - i~ o ]
. o - % £ S L
£ ! £~ o oy -
A e A | & - ., » -
L= J " " -_- .‘h f-.-u ﬂl L -...-..“
¥ o 1 F - ft |....." - * E
_lﬁ -1......_ ‘....-r.. =3 b - .. . ¢
& 4 ol g, L sl | - r &
¢ + el o e b £y N
it ....- " = I:.l..l\“. - I _r.." »
R B fy 8 eyt A |
¥ il il > ™
i % : ] T F.IL-.,.A. 1’.. - . L]
—— | 2, " ohs o O !
L] 1 L
r . 5 £ . ] =
" e . w - -
- =i & -~ oL
. e ¥ © s e R
[ . al L “_.
: | =
i L e g ¥ - ."n..
5 ' % 7 S x
‘ Bl 1 e
H L] o | -
r [a— - b =D -
- "
b= - 3 N ¥
i * . T - L. & #
.. - il Y § ES | - .
, = 1 r r i ¥
i i f e - - | . A
] ¥ - . "
- -y - sl " w
. . e e o ]
. o gmags L - -
P R i b= - -
. oy 1 ..w_-_.‘.. i a1 " 3 Vigage duimi
£ & ) 2 -
i -l et g e 4 e 4
’

2
I.. .
ten
] -y
-k
. i
&)
¥
-

“aabell

B =
- [

§ o
w
w

il nl._.
FR
L S8 |
L Ak
» i
v e
oy rum
A gy
-

- ._.. .,......_.
v, rhl
= =

A

[ ",
-

- i -

=% 1

Ll |
a -.

s

]
.l

o

™y

¥
™ Y
- w

LR

L}
] l...r._
R o
o

.

=
P r
'-rJ*-l

'.,:'i;_.l

g
= e
" i
— ...L
L] Ilr '] ¥
..l........ b §
A B bl
T
-
X i
ol -
rI' o ]
&
et~

g

W
-
1.
 —
e e
- r g
o L
¥
"’
¥
Lok x
iy -
 ;




HE Small Pox is commonly divided into two kinds, Tha

Diflindly and the Confiwent. The former is where there are
fraces berwixt the Pocks ; the latter, k:.'hr:rcthu}'ﬂrc not apart; but
P?;mc :nto another. This fituation is reckoned very dangerous.
a e Diflindd, or regular fort, according to SypEnNHAM, be-
¢ pins with a fuddering and chilnefs, which is fucceeded by
& ‘an intenfe heat, violent pain of the head and back, vomiing,
& drowfinels, and fometimes epileptic fits, efpecially in chil-
¢ dren, which fliew thie Pocks to be ready to burft forth, and
¢ that they will be mild. The eruptions are ufnally on the
& fourth day from the beginning, m:_wh’.u'h time the feverifh
¢ fymptoms either abate or w'halnlé- difappear. The fpots are
2t gy firlt reddifhy refembling fled bitcs, and are 1o be feen in
various parts of the body. On the eighth day, the fpaces

€L
& between the puftules, which were hitherto white, grow red
& and fivell, the eyelids are puffed u and clofe the eyed ; next

it o the face, the hands begin to fwell, and the paftules, which
<t were before fmooth and red, become rough and whitifh, and
& throw out a yellow matter, 1':I'-:mhlin% a hongycomb.  On
& the eleventh Ay, the E-\\-":l.]i-!]g of Eh‘ll ace IE.rll:l 1;1ﬂ:|.mm:m:un
& difappear; and the Fuﬁl.llcs hi:il!_\ ripe, grow drys and fall
& off; and on the fifteenth they perifh qntlrel}'. :
e Al that 1s neceflary in g:n:ru] u}u_rmgrth: Erptive fc*_rcr,
& (fays the Author of Domeltic Mcdy:lne} is to kc[:p the patient
& cpol and ealy, allowing him to drink freely of fome weak di-
% Juting liquors, as balm tea, barley water, clear whey, giuels,
& &c:  Hefhould not be confined in bed, but fic up as much as
% he is able, and fhould have his feet and legs frequently bathed
& ip luke-warn water:  His food ought to be very light, and he
& fhould be as licle difturbed with company as pofible.
# The good women, as foon as the Small Pox appears, com=
%t monly ply their tender charge with cordials, fafiron and ma-
% rigold teas, wine, punch, and cver brandy itfelf. All thefe
¢ are given with a view, as they term it, to throw out the
¢ gruption from the heart. This, like moft other popular mif-
& takes, is the abufe of a very juft obfervation, shat wwhes there
8¢ s q moiffure on the fidy the Pox rife beteery and the -fr':rﬂ'!' i5
Bt paffer than wwhen it continuts dry a.?.'rfpu'.r'r.l":m’- But I:‘_hat is no
& reafon for forcing the parient into a fwear. Sweating never
® relieves, unlefs where it comes {pontaneoufly, or is the effedt
%¢ of drinking weak liquors. So ftrong is the vulgar prejudice
# in this country, notwithitanding all that has been f2id apnind
% the hor regimen in the Small Pox, that numbsre {131l f211 a
#¢ facrifice to that error. T have feen poor women travelling in
85 the depth of winter, and carrying their children along with
8: them, and othérs bepwing by the way fide, with infants in
& their arms covered with puftules ; yer 1 could never learn
et that one of thefe children died by this fort of trearment; a
& {ufficient proof of the fafery of expofing patients in the Small
¢ Pox to the open air,

¢ The food ought to be very light, and of a cooling nature,
#¢ g5 panada, or bread boiled, with an equal quantity of miik
¢ and water, good apples roafted, or boiled with milk, and
¢ fiveetened with a liccle fugar, or fuch like.

¢ The drink may be equal parts of milk and water, alear
¢ f{weet whey, barley water, or thin gruel, After the pocks
st are full, butter-milk, being of an opening cleanfing nature,
# isa very proper drink.

&« This difeafe is generally divided into four different periods,
¢ viz. the Fever which precedes the eruption, the Eruption it-
< felf, the Suppuration or ripening of the pultules, and the
&t Sccondary Fever,

¢ It has been already obferved, thar little more is neceflary
¢ during the primary, or firlt fever, than to keep the patient
4 cool and quiet, allowing him to drink diluting liquors, and
t¢ bathing his feet frequently in warm water. Though this is
€ gcneraﬁy the fafeft courfe that can be taken with infants,
+¢ yet adults (grown perfons) of a firong conftitution, and ple-
& thoric habir, fometimes require bleeding. When a full pulfe,
st or dry fkin, and other {ymptons of inflammation render this
% gperation neceffary, it ought to be performed ; otherwife, un-
e Jefs the fymptoms are urgent, it is fafer to let it alone. If
& the body is bound, emollient clyfters may be thrown in.  If
& there be a great naufea, or inclination to vomit, weak camo-
2t mile tea, or luke-warm water, may be drank, in order to
& clean the ftomach. At the beginning of a fever, nature ﬁrﬁ
¢ nerally attempts a difcharge, either upwards or downwards,
¢ which, if promoted by gentle means, would tend greatly to
¢ ghate the vielence of the difeafe,
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% Though every method 1s (g be taken during the Primary
Fever, by a cool regimen, &c. fo prevent tod grear an erop-
tion, yet afrer the puflules have made their appeavance; our
bufinefs is to promote the fuppuration by diluting drinks,
light food, and if nature feems to flag; by generous cordials:
When a low creeping pulfe, faintnefs; and a great lofs of
firength, render cordials neceflary, we would recommend
good wine, which may be made into negus; with an equal
quantity of water, and fharpened with juice of orange, the
jelly of eurrants, or the like. Wine whey fharpened asabove
15 likewile a proper dripk in this cafe; great care muit be
taken not to over heat the patient by any of thefe things :
This, indtead of promoting, would retard the eruption.

# Exceflive relficinels often prevents the rifing of the Pock ;
when this happens, oplaces are neceflary; thele, howevery
ought always to be adminiftered with a fparing hand, To
an nfant, a tea fpoonful of fyrup of poppics may be given
every five or ix hours, tillic has the delived effect.  An adule
will require a table fpoonful o anfwer the fame purpofe.

# To promote the urine, a tea {poonful of fweet {pirits of
nitre may be oecaficnally mixed with his drink. Nothing
more certainly relieves the patient, or is more beneficial in the
Small Pex, than a plentiful difecharge by urine.

 TIf the mouth be foul, and the tonzue dry and chapped, it
ought tobe frequently walhed, and the throat gargled with
water and honey, fharpened with a little vinegar, or currant
jelly.

i ]?Juring the rifing of the Small Pox, it frequently happens
that the patient is eight or ten days without a floal. This
not only tends to heat and inflame the blood, but the fieces
by lodging fo long ia the body, become acrid and even pu-
trid ; from whenee bad confequences mufl enfue. Tt will
therefore be proper, when the body is bound, to throw in an
emollient elyfter every fecond or thivd day, through the
whole courfe of the difeafe, This will greatly cool and relieve
the patient.

% When the Peteclia, or purple, black, er livid {pots appeas
among the pocks, the Peruvian bark mull be immediately
adminiftered in as large dofes.as the patient’s ftomach can
beat. For a chiid twe dram: of the bark in powder may be
mized in three ounces of common svater, one ounce of imple
water, and two cunces of {yrup of orange orlemon. This
may be fharpened with the {piries of wirriol ; and a table
fpoonful of it given every bour. If it be given to an adulr
in the [ame form, he may ke at leaft three or four ipoons
fuls every hour. This niedicine ought not to be trifled with,
but muik be adminiftered as frgquencly as the flomach can bear
it; in which cafe it will often produce very happy effeéts. I
have frequently feen the Petechi= difappear, and the Small
Pox, which had a very threatening afpeét, rife and fill with
laudable matter, by tg't ufi of the bark and aclds. The pa-
tient’s drink ought hikewife in this cafe to be generous, as
wine and ftrong negus, acidulated with the fpirits’ of vitriel,
vinegar, the juice of lemons, jeliy of currants, or fuch hike.
His tood muft conflift of apples roafted or boiled, preferved
cherries, plums, and other fruits of an acid nature.

¢ When the Eruption fubfides fuddenly, or as the good wo-
men term it, when the Smail Pox frife im, before they have
arrived at maturity, the danger is very great. In this cafe
bliftering plaifters mult be immediately applied to the wrifts
and ankles, and the patients {pirits fupported by cordials.

¢ To prevent the Secondwry Fever, which is very dangerous,
and is in a great meafure, if not wholly owing to the ab-
forption of the matter, it would feem highly confonant to
1':afﬂn, that the plliluiEE, as foon as l.'hE:}’ COME (0 maturitys
fhould be opened, as in common abicefles,

¢ Tt is generally necellary ofter the Small Pox iv gene :_a,gﬁ L]
purge the patient.  For very young children an infufion of
fena and pruves, with a licle rhubarb, may be l‘wcictl:ntd
with coarfe fugar, and given in fmall quantiti¢s till it ope-
rates. A child of five or fiz years of age, may take eight or
ten graing of fine rhubarb ih powder at nighty and the fame
quantity of jalap in powder the next morning, to be carried
off with frefh broth or water gruel, and may be repeated three
or four times, at the diftance of five or fix days. The dofe
is to be increafed or diminifhed, in proportion to the age and
conflitution of the patient,”

i'ﬁ'_iﬂt Domeflic Medicine
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UNIVERSAL INOCULATION.

The fellowing Arguments are fubmitted to the Confideration of the Public,

# T have often (fivs the Author) wilhed to fee fome plan

eltabliflicd for rendering the falutary praftice of Inoculation
whiverfal ;* but am afraid 1 fhall never be fo happy. The diffi-
culties indeed are many ; yet the thing is by no means imprac-
ticable. The aim is great; no lefs than faving the lives of one
fourth part of mankind. What ought not to be attempted in
order to accomplifh fo defircable an end ?7——"The firit itep to-
wirds rendering the practice univerfal, muft be to remove the
religious prejudices againt it. This can only be done by the
Clergy.— They muft not only recommend it as a duty to athers,
bue likewife practife it on their own children.—Example will cver
have move influence than precept.

The next thing requifite is to put it in the power of all. Tor
_this purpofe we would recommend it to the faculty to inoculate
the gl:i]dmn of the Poor Gratis.—It is hard that fo ufeful a part
of mankind fhould, by their poverty, be excluded from fuch a
benefi,—Should this fail," it is {urely in the power of any State
1o render the praftice general, at leaft as far as their dominion
extends. We do not mean that it fhould be enforced by a law.
The beft way to promote it would be to employ a fufficient num-
ber of Operaiors, at the public expence, to inoculate the child-
ven af the poor. This would only be neceflary, till the practice
becams general, afterwards cultom, the i'!r:m:_;i:ﬂ of all laws,
svourd oblige every individual to inoculate his children to prevent
‘refleciions,

It may be objefted to this fcheme, that the poor would refufe to
employ the Inoculutors; this difficulty is eafily 1emoved. A fmall
&Gratuity to enable mothers to attend their children while under

" the difeafe, would be a fufficient inducement ; befides, the fuc-
«wefs artending the operation would foon banith all ebjeétions to
it. Even confidaations of profit would induce the poor to em-
tbrace this plan. They often bring up their children to the age
of ten or twelve, and when they come to be ufeful, they are
dnatched away by this malady, to the great lofs of their parents
and detriment of the public,

To prevent fuch fatal accidents we would therefore have every
parifh in Britain allow a fmall annual falary tor inoculating all
the children of the parith of a proper age. This might be done
ata very trifling expence, and it would put it in the power of all
0 enjoy the benefit of thisfalutary invention. Twe things chiefly
operate to prevent the prozrels of Inoculation. The one is a
wilh to put the evil day as tar off as poffible. Thisis 2 principle
in our nature, and as Inoculation feems rather to be anticipating
a future evil, it is nowonder that mankind are foaverfe ro it.  Bue
this objection is fufficiently anfwered by the fuccels, Who in his
fenfes would not prefer a lefler evil today to a greater to-morrow,
provided they were equally certain.

The other obftacle is, the fear of refleftions. This has very
great weight with the bulk of Mankind, Should the child die,

* The Author aflerts, ** That more die anoually of the natural
Small Pox now, than before Inoculation was introduced. While
it is.confined to a few, it muit prove hurtful to the whole. By
means of it the contagion is {pread, and is communicated to
many, who might otherwilc never have had the difeafe.” The
French deliberated in council on this point, and refolved in fa-
wour of wo necylation ratber than a partial ong,

they think the world would blame them. 'This they cannot
bear, Here lies the preatefl difficuley, and till that be removed,
Inoculation will make but fmall progrefs, Nothing, however,
can remove it but cuflom. Make the pradiice. iaflionable and
all objections will foon vanith. Tt is Failiion alone that has led
the multitude fince the beginning of the world, and will lead them
to the end.  We mult therefore eall upon the mare enlightened
part of mankind to fer a pattern to the relt. Their example,
though it may for fome time meet with oppofition, will at length
prevail. T am aware of an objeftion to this pradlice frum the
expence with which it may be attended ; this 15 eafily obviateds

There is not a parilh, and hardly a willage in Britain, deflia
tute of fome perfon who can bleed. *But this is a far more difa
cult operation, and requires both more fkill and dexterity chan
Inoculation. The perfons to whom we would chiefly recommend
the performance of this operation, are the clergy, moft of them
know fomething of medicine.. Almoft all of them bleed, and
can order a purge, which are all the qualifications neceflary for
the practice of Inoculation,

Should all other methods fail, we would recommend it te
Parents to perform the Operation themfelves, Let them take any
mecthod of communicating the difeale they pleafe, provided the
fubject be healthy, and of a proper age, they will feldom fail 1o
fucceed to their wifli. I have known many inftances of mothers
performing the Operation, and never fo much as heard of one
bad confequence. A Planter in one of the Welt-India Iflands is
faid to have inoculated with his own hand, in onec year, three
hundred of his flaves, who notwithitanding the warmth of the
climate, and other unfavourable circumttances, all did well.
Common mechanics have often, to my knowledge, performed
the operation with as good {uccefs, as phyficians, We do not
however mean to difcourage thofe who have it in their power,
from employing people of fkill to inoculate their children, and
attend them while under the difeafe, but only to fhewy that
where fuch cannot he had, the operation ought net on that
account to be deferred.  Inftead of multiplying arguments to
recommend this practice, I fhall juit beg leave to mention the
method which I took with my own fon, then an only child,
after giving him, two gentle purges, I ordered the nurfe to take
a bit of thread which had been previoufly wet with frefh mattee
from a pock, and to lay it upon hisarm, covering it with a piece
of fticking plaifier. This ftaid on fix or feven days till it was
rubbed of by accident, at the ufual time the fimall pox made their
appearance and were extremely favourable.§ Sure this, which
is all that is generally neceflary, may be done without any fkill
1 medicine,” ¥

Dowmeflic Medicine, p. 282,

+ The celebrated Monfieur Durraxin, who bas tranflated
DOMESTIC MEDICINE, prefers the application of Smarw
Bristers (de petits emplivres velicatoires) to flicking plaifter,
on acenunt of the greater certainty of the matter’s being abforbed
when the cuticle or fearf-tkin is raifed and detached. “This me-
thod has been repeatedly tried in France, and is recommended by
Monf. Tronchin, to thofe who are friends to Inoculation and
have at the fame time an infuperable objection to all kind of cut-
ting inftruments.  In fome countrics they ufe a lancet ; in fome
a needle, and in others a (harp-pointed thorn. In Turkey the
women inoculate, and in the Eaft Indies the Bramins or pricfls.







MISCELLANEOUS

E EEM A R'EK'S

O N

Mr. € LA R E's

INEW MeTrob of applying MERCURY,
| IN THE WAYS OF

PREVENTION and Curz;

WITH

L 8. 0 3 GRS

FROM SEVERAL

ENTLEMEN of the FACULTY,

ccommending this Praétice, and affigning their

Reafons for preferring THIS to any other
Mode of Adminiftration.

Suaviter in modo, fortiter in ye.

: '

g

LONBON:

Printed for the AUTHOR of A NEW and EASY
| METHOD of CURE, &%,

M, Dcc, LXXXI1I1,

S e
- e — -
- e m s

e ——

s



|
|

£

e & Wl

il S 4
¥ e
-
=
. C ]
! L -
Ly -~ Ko
b & "
L r
- gy 2
=]
'] -
1 W
q s
a ¥ x sk
o &
i 44
e
T i
- ]
[
L -
¥
"
i
! =
'

e el B




S mmEmmmme W

ADVERTISEMENT.

MY new method of adminif-

tering mercury having met with
the greateft approbation from
feveral Gentlemen of the Fa-
culty, I was unwilling that the
public thould lofe the benefit,
or mylelf the eredie, arifing
from their candid opinions and
atteftations, I therefore refolved
to colie& their detached com-
munications and to prefent
them at one view to general
infpc@ion.  Some of the tefti-
moiics produced in the follow-
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ing pages are anonymous, the

ra.ﬂ have their refpectable and
proper fignatures—thefe will
undoubtedly claim the greateﬁ 1
attention, but no lefs regard
ought to be paid to the others, |

when the obfervations and ex-

periments are founded on the §
bafis of reafon and fa&s.

I have tran{lated into French
Dr. Hunter’s remarks and as
many of Mr. Cruikfhank’s as §
feemed neceflaryto give forei gn—-; 1
ers, unacquainted with the Eng- 4
lith language, an idea of this/
practice.

Chancery-Lane, March
28, TH0% Dr.}
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- New Method of introducing Mercary inie
the Circulation.

- A Sithe external furface of the body
(fays the Dottor) is ‘every where
. bibulous, fo is the internal. ‘There can

be no doubt of abforption taking place
' on the infide of the mouth, of the pre-
putium, of the labia, &c. and any fine
. powder, capable of being abforbed there,
' will; no doubt, be more readily abforbed
when mixed with a watery fluid. When
mixed with oil, and applied to wet
furfaces, it may be prefumed that it will
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be kept at fome diftance. It is likewife
very probable, that, when the calomel
is rubbed upon the furfaces of the-mouth,
what gets into the flomach is carried
down fo gradually, and diffuled over fo
great a furface, that it will {timulate the
prime vie much lefs ; and people with
very tender bowels may therefore bear
it much better than when given in pills,
bolufes, &c.

The Dr. adds, it is reafonable to
fuppofe, that watery fluids will, in genes
ral, be more readily abforbed, perhaps
even when applied to the outward fur-
face.
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Remarques de Dolteur Hunter
{ur la Nouvelle Methode

d’introduire le Mercure dans
la Circulation du Sang, de
PierrE CLaARE,Chirurgien.

ph OMME toute la furface exte-

rieure de notre Corps eft abfor
bante, I’interieure ’eft de meéme. 1l n’y
a point de doute que linterieure de la
Bouche, le prepuce & les labia &c.
n’abforbent, & toute poudre fine capable
d’y etre abforbee, le fera toujours beau-
coup plus facilement quand elle aura eté
melée avec un fluide aqueux. Quand
melée avec de I'huile, & appliquée aux
furfaces mouilliées, en peut prefumer
quélle fera tenue & quelque diftance. 11 eft
bien probable aufli que, quand le Calo-
mel eft frotte fur les furfaces de Ia

B2 Bouche,
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Bouche, ce qui entre dans 'Eftomac eft
introduit fi. graduellement, & repandu
| fur une furface fi large, qulelle agatera
| les prime vie beaucoup moins, & des
perfonnes ayant des Inteftines fort foibles, -
le peuvent mieux endurer, que quand il
eft pris en pilules, ouen Bolus &c. Et, il
eft raifonable de fuppofer que les fluides
aqueux feront générallement abforbcs
plus promptement peut-étre’meme, etant
appliquee 2 la furface externe.”’

| it REVIEW ©
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OF AN

ESSAY on ABSCESSES, &c.

“THI‘S Effay contains feveral judi-

ciousobfervationsin furgery, tend--

ing to evince the {uperiority of lenient ap-
plications, to thofe of an irritating nature,
in the cure of ulcers. But what chiefly
merits attention, is, a new method of

introducing mercury into the circulation,.
for the cure of the lues venerea. Thisis-

performed by the patient’s rubbing with
his finger, moiftened with faliva, three
or four grains of calomel every day on

the infide of the cheek.. Mr. Clase is.-

convinced from experiments, thatthisme-
thod of introducing mercury is practicas

B 3 bll:':n;_
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ble; and in order to procure it 2 more
favourable reception from the public,
there are added a few remarks on the
plaufibility of the propofal, by Dr, Hun-
ter, and a variety of fimilar obfervations:
by his anatomical coadjutor, Mr. Cruik-
fhank, ina letter to Mr, Clare. As Mr.
Cruikfhank appears to have confidered
the merit of the practice with great at-
tention, we fhall prefent our readers with
fome of his pertinent remarks,

¢ The abforption of calomel from the
infide of the mouth, in your method,
appears, from the teftimony of many of
your patients, undeniable. For if your
parients rub three grains of calomel every
day on the infide of the mouth, and it
does not gripe or purge ; and if the com-
mon effect of three grains, taken into the
ftomach, is, that it certainly gripes and
purges ; then we muft conclude, that the

three grains, given in your way, have
not
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not gone into the ftomach, whilft their
producing evident effects on the difeafe,
for which they were exhibited, thews, that
they have certainly got into the habit
or, in other words, that they have been
ablorbed by the furface to which they
were applied. One of your patients
informs me, that he faw you weigh eight
grains of calomel, that he employed all
~ this quantity, in your way, at once 3 and
that he went through this procefs three
fucceeding: mornings without being fick,
griped, or purged. On what other fup-

pofition, fhall we be able to fay, why -

thefe eight grains of calomel did not
purge or gripe, but that, having been
abforbed from the mouth, they became
milder in their operation, in the fame
way as we know the divided quickfilver
becomes milder whenabforbed by the {kin,

“ If calomel may be abforbed in your
way, it muft be the moft'eligible method,
B 4 becaufe
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becaufe it is lefs apt to irritate the ftoe
mach and inteftines, and, by purging, to
deftroy its proper effect, than it wo uld be
if its frft aGtion was to be immediately on
thefe parts, There are fome preparations
of mercury which may be taken into the
ftomach ‘without irritating too much,
provided opium is exhibited along with
them ; but there are many conflitutions
which will not bear opium ; and if mer-
cury cannot be exhibited properly with«
out it, patients poffefled of fuch conftitu-
tions muft be extremely unfortunate,
efpecially if ‘to ‘the former peculiarity of
habit is joined another viz. an antipathy
in the {kin- to every thing oilys Iow

many, originally vigorous, deduce their k|
prefent weak bowels, and crazy conftitu= ¥

tions, from the mifchicf occafioned by i |
the ation -of ‘mereury ‘on the prim= |
viz! Now, whether the calomel is here -
abforbed from rthe mouth; or not, fup-

pofing it a&ually goes into the ftomach,

but
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but that the circumfitance of its being
given in a liquid form, diffules its par-
ticular ftimulus, or that this ftimulus is
blunted by its ropy vehicle the faliva,
and that thus only it becomes milder in
its operation: ftill the faét is, that it
really is milder, and of courfe, as the
medicine is allowed to be equally effica-
cious, this method is to be preferred to
“any other mode of exhibiting mercury
internally,

¢ With thofe who believe that the
calomel is actually abforbed from the
infide of the mouth, and that it does not
- pafs into the ftomach and inteftines, there
will be ftill lefs doubt with refpect to the
propriety of employing this method
rather than the giving calomel, or indeed
any other commonly prefcribed prepara-
tion of mercury, in form of draught,
bolus, or pill ; for though thefe prepara-
tions, taken in the ftomach and inteftines,
may

e ——

e —————————————
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may fometimes be abforbed from their
internal furface as well as from any other,
yet, from the greater irritability of thefe
furfaces, the ftimulus of the calomel, or
of the other preparations, is more likely
to prove too great; to procuce ficknefs,
griping, and purging, and to occafion
their being hurled out of the body, be-
fore fufficient time has been allowed for
their ablorption. Tn this way the re-
medy runs a greater rifk of being entirely
loft, and of producing as little effect on
the difeafe, for which it was exhibited,
as the Peruvian bark woulddo on an inter.
mittent, if, inftead of flaying in the fto-
mach, it was conflantly running off by

ftool. - Or though it fhould not actually

purge, yet, fromits particular ftimulus,
the digeftive organs, with whofe ftate
the functions of the body are fo much
conneted, are more apt to be thrown
into diforder ; during which period, the

attempts of nature to relieve herfelf
againft

AT
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againft any difeale, if not altogether
prevented, muft, at leaft, be extremely
imperfe¢t. On the contrary, if calomel
Is rubbed on the infide of the mouth, it
is applied to a furface, which happens to
be alternately expofed to heat and cold,
and to confiderable fri¢tion in chewing
our food and cleaning our teeth ; of
courfe to a lefs irritable furface, and ca=
pable even of bearing moderate friGion,
The calomel will here be mixed with the .
faliva during the friction, will be diffufed
over the whole mouth, and abforbed
from the infide of the lips, furfaces of the
tongue, roof of the mouth and fauces, as
well as of the cheeks, Thus, its firfk
effetts will not be in the way of timulus
on the prima via, but it will be gras
dually and equally applied to the general
fyltem.’

We cannot difmifs this article without
acknowledging that Mr. Clare has difs
covered
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covered a method of adminiftering mer-
cury, which affords the ftrongeft reafon
to expect that it will be produétive of
oreat advantages in practice; and the
fingular medefty with which is is recom-
mended by the author, entitles it to the
more candid examination.

Critical Review for March 17%9.

Extrait de la lettre ]def'Mr.- ,.
Cruikfbank al'Egard de cette -
nouvelle Methode, &c. |

5 L’Abfmbtion du Calomel de I'in-
| terieur de la Bouche, felon votre
methode, paroit par le temoignage de
plufieurs de vos malades, inconteftable,
Car fi vos malades fe frottent tous les
jours avec trois grains de Calomel I'interi-
eur de la Bouche, et que ces trois grains

~wagacent ni purgent, & .fi le commun
effet
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effet des trois grains introduit dans
IPEftomac, eft qu’ils pincent & purgent
certainement, alors il faut conclurtre que
les trois grains adminiftré de yotre facon
ne foient point entrés dans PEftomac,

- pendant que produifant leur effets vifibles

dans la maladie pour laquelle ils etoient
appliques, cela demontre clairement qu’ils
font entrés dans la Circulation ou autre=
ment, qu’ils ont eté abforbés par la furs
face a laquelle ils etoient appliques.- Un
de vos malades m’informa qu’il vous vit
pefer huit grains de Calomel, qu’ill em-
ployoit toute cette quantité, felon votre
methode, a la fois, & qu’ll continua ce
procedé pendant trois matins fans etre
indifpofe, pincé oun purgé; fur quelle
autre fuppofition pourrons nous dire
pourquoi ces huit grains de Calomel ne le
purgerent ni le pincerent, mais parce
qu’etant abforbésdelabouche ilsdevinrent
plus doux dans leur operation, de la

meme manicre comme nous favons que
' C le
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le vif Argent fepare devient plus dousg,
quand il eft abforbé de la peau? Sile
Calomel peut etre abforbé felon votre
methode, il faut qu’il foit le procede le
plus a choifir, parcequ il eft moins fujet
d’irriter ’Eftomac & les inteftins, & par
la purgation 3 detruire fon propre effet
qu’il feroit fi fa premiecre Altion devoit
ptre immeédiatement portée {ur ces parties.
Il y a quelques preparations de Mercure
que P’0n pourroit prendre dans ’Eftomac
fans Pirriter trop, pourvu que /’Opium y
foit adminiftre, mais il y a beaucoup de
Conftitutions qui ne peuvent pas {up-
porter ’Opium, et file mercure ne peut pas
etre applique proprement fans ’Opium, il
fautque les malades d’un tel temparement
foient bien malheureux, tout encore fi a
la premiere particularite de Conftitution
y foit jointe un autre, céft a dire, une
Antipathie dans la peau a tout chofe qui
eft huileufe. Combien des gens autre

fois

.
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fois vigoreux, derivent leur Intefting

foibles tendres & leur Conftitution in-
firme, du mal occafioné par ’Operation
du Mercure fur les prime vie. Or, L2
Calomel eft il ici abforbé de la Bouche
ou non; fuppofons qu’il foit altuelle-
ment porté dans I’Eftomac, mais que la
circonftance de I'y etant adminiftre en
forme d’un liquide repand {a qualite
piquante particuliere: ou que cette
Qualité piquante adoucit par la vifcofite
de la Salive, et qu ainfi elle devient plus
moderee dans fon Operation; neanmoins
le fait eft que le Calomel eft aGtuellement
plus doux, & par confequence comme la
medicine eft approuvée d’etre egalement
efficace, cette methode doit etre preferce
a tout autre mode d’adminiltrer le mer-
cure en dedans. Quant a ceux qui
croyent que le Calomel foit actuellement
ablorbé de linterieur de la bouche &
qu’il ne paflfe dans I’eftomac & les in-
teltins, il y aura encore moins de doute

C2 a
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% legard de la proprieté d’employer cette
methode pliitot que de donner le Calomel
ou, vraiment aucune autre preparation
ordinaire du mercure en maniere de mix-
ture Bolus ou pilules; car quoique ccs
preparations recucs dans Peftomac et les
Inteftins pouiffent quelque fois ctre ab-
forbes de leur furface interieure auffi bien
que de toute autre partie, non obftant de
la plus grande fenfibilité de ces furfaces,
Pirritation de Calomeloudes autres prepa-
rations pourroient probablement devoir
trop grande, a produire I’Indifpofition,
la Colique & la purgation, & peur caufer
i les jetter hors du corps, avantqf il y
edt un tems f{uffifant pour leur Abforb-
tion sy dans ce casil y a grand rifque que
le remede ne foit entirement perdt, &
qu’il produiroit {i pew d’effet fur le defor-
dre pour lequél il etoit adminiftre,
comme la Quina feroit dans une Fievre
intermittante, {i au lieu de refter dans
PEftomac, il pafferoit continuellement

PRI‘
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par en bas : ou, quoiqu’il ne purgeroit
pas actuellement, neanmoins par fon
irritation particuliere, les Organes de la
digeftion avec letat defquelles les fonc-
tions du corps font fi etroitement jointes,
font plus fujettes detre jettées en defordre,
pendant quelle periode les efforts dela
nature pour fe debaraffer d’aucun defor-
dre, s’ils ne font pas prevenus tous en-
femble, il faut qu’ils foyent extremement
imparfaits, Tout au. contraire, fi le
Calomeleft frott¢ fur linterieur de la
Bouche, il eft applique & une furface
qui eft alternativement expof€e au chaud
et ati froid, et 4 un frottement confider-
able en machant nos Aliments, & en
nettoyant nos dents; par confequent a
une furface moins {enfible, et méme
capable 4 fupporter une friction mode-
rée; le Calomel fera ainfi melé avec la
Salive pendant la friction, il fera repandu
dans tout interieur de la Bouche, et
ablorbé du dedans des levres, des furfaces

Cgz die
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de Ia langue, & du palais de Ia Bouche
& des machoires, aufli bien que des
joues. Ainfi fes premiers effets ne feront
pas en forme de Stimulus fur les prime viee,
mais ils feront graduellement et egale-
ment appliqués au Syfteme general.

P. 104 le 1t. Ed.—18% le 2de. Ed.

AN
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ON THE

CURE ¢f ABSCESSES, &c.

PON former occafions of review-
ing medical and chirurgical pub-
lications, we have exprefled our fenti-
ments with refpect to the utility of fuch
communications, It 1s therefore needlefs
to repeat them, and we fhall only obferve

that Mr, Clare, a gentleman eminent in
: his
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his profeffion, who ferved his apprentice-
thip to the celebrated Mr. Pott, fenior
furgeon of " St.”Bartholomew’s hofpital,
in the pamphlet before wus, plainly de-
monftrates that great improvements have
been made of late years in furgery by the
Englith furgeons, fothat they may now
claim that fuperiority which was given to
the French in the former part of the
prefent century. It is an indifputable
fa&, that all the operations of furgery in
practice amongft the ancients, and even
with the moderns till of late years were
excruciating, tedious, and aukward—in
comparifon of the lenient methods which
now prevail in England. With refpect
to abfcefles, the firlt fubject of Mr.
Clare’s attention, they were generally
opened by the 'knife in England and in
France; in the latter it is ftill the pre-
vailing practice. Corroding medicines
were likewife applied to the fungus 5 but
this practice is alfo laid afide, and lenient

dreflings
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drefiings fubftituted. ¢ Formerly, fays
Mr. Clare, whenever any enlarged
glands appeared in wounds, it was the
practice to attack them with the moft
powerful efcharotics, and where thefe
failed, recourfe was had to extirpation by
ligature or the fingers., Thefe glandular
appearances are confidered by modern
furgeons as no unfavourable {ymptoms,
and often form the bafis of a cure, when
treated with lenity.”” The remarks on
- precipitate and other dreflings, are very
judicious, and difcover great tendernefs,
{fenfibility, and humanity for thofe who
have the misfortune to fland in need of
chirurgical operations. Some extraor-
dinary cafes are related to thew the power
of nature .in aiding the cure of wounds
when left a little to herfelf, and alfo of
the balfamic quality of the blood for
the fame purpofe, and Mr. Clare has the
candour to recommend the greateft at-

tention to thefe circumftances, though
againft
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again{t the intereft of his profeffion.
Inftead of Fryar’s balfam; and other
painful applications, we are informed,
that prefling the lips of the wound to-
gether, and clofing it, to preclude the
air, is {ufficient in common cuts.

But we muft now introduce the prin-
cipal fubje® of this pamphlet, Which
contains a difcovery of a very important
nature for the eafe of venereal patients,
who abound in this metropolis. Being
induced from obfervation to think this
difeafe is beft fubdued by the falivary
difcharge, and convinced that chemical
preparations of mercury given internally
in pills, bolufes, &c. vellicate and injure
the ftomach and inteftines, Mr. Clare
determined to make trial of another me-
thod founded oun the principal of abforp-
tion. No furgeon will deny the ablorp-
tion of mercury into the blood, when
applied in powder to a fore ; a part which

has
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has loft its covering, the external fkin.
Thisled him to order his patients to rub
with the finger,” moiltened with faliva,
three or four grains of mercurii dulcis
Jewties fublimati (calomel) every day on
the infide of the cheek, on and round
that part where the fafivary dué? opens
into the mouth, and the difeafes were
cureds .One or two grains rubbed in
behind the preputium or the labia, will
fometimes give a mercurial breath, and
a flight {pitting; and he thinks it may
act in this manner as a preventive more
to be relied on, in our opinion, than
thofe that are daily advertifed.

The nafty dreadful practice of mer-
curial frictions by unétion in fome cafes,
or what is called laying down in a faliva-
tion, is avoided by this new method ; it
is a fortunate circumftance for Mr. Clare,
that he has communicated this improved
method, to gentlemen of the profefiion,

of
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of the moft liberal fentiments, who have
eeneroufly {upported him by their opi-
nions in favour of it. T'o Dr. Hunter
and Mr. Cruikfhank, he and his pa-
tients are greatly indebted, the fenfible
inveftigation of the abforbent fyftem by
the latter, forms a valuable appendix to
this pamphlet, and is one of thofe rare
inftances feldom to be met with out of
Britain, of difinterefted friendfhip, and
regard for the welfare of mankind, tak-
ing the place of thofe mean paffions, envy
and rivalry.

Impartial Review of New Publications,
in the London Magazine, for March,
ALY
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A Letter from Dr. Kromx,
Member of the Royal College
of Phyficians in London, and
Phyfician Man-Midwife to
the Middlefex- Hofpital.

¢ Mr. C L AR E, Surgeon.

DE&R SIR,

N reading your publication on

Mercury, to be conveyed into the
conftitution by abforption, with more ad-
yantae and equal fuccefs, &c. I was fo
pleal-d with the idea, that I determined
to try it the firft opportunity which fhould
offer itfelf, frictly following your mode,
prefcribed.

In the beginning of Ottober laft a par= |

ticular friend of mine from the country

came to me, then about a meonth ill ofa =

virulent
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virulent chancre, to fuch a degree, that
the ulcers of various fizes, deeply feated,
had almoft deftroyed the frenum. De-
firous of my advice, I prefcribed your
mercurial liniment, the benefit of which
he very foon expenenced by recovering
within the {pace of a fortnight, perceiv-
ing not the fmalleft inconvenience from
it’s ufe. He on the contrary found his
‘bowels perfectly free from any attack on
them, the wfual attendant on former
methods of treatment, which he had fre-
| ",quently experienced previousto this trial,
No kind of wath or application whatfo-
_ever was ufed for the ulcers, which not-
~withftanding grew gradually better and
healed. If{aw him but very lately, when
he informed me that he had not had the
{malleft return of the complaint in any
fhape.

It afforded me the more pleafure, as
he, from peculier circumitances, was
D obliged
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obliged to vifit much, and to go into
companies, where a refervednefs in his
manner of living amonft his friends muft

inevitably have raifed fuch fufpicicns as
would have proved prejudicial.

Two other cafes of the like complaint
have (ince occurred to me, in both {exes;
where I was certain of 1Ts FULL AND
coopn EFFEcT.—And what is more fur.
prifing, is, that this mode {eems to agree
‘better with people who are debauchees,
having had a moft effential proof of this
affertion in the one, a man who drank
‘all kind of ftrong liquors, was fcarcely
ever in bed for a week together, and that
at the break of day, and much expofed to
cold, damp and moift air.

If thefe little obfervations, made by
me in confequence of your difinterefted
publication, can afford you any fatisfac-
tion, I willin future do myfelf the plea-

{ure
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{ure to communicate what (hall fall under
my infpection, with the utmoft candour :
Till when, I remain with much eltecem,

Drar Sir,
Your moft obedient Servant,

HENRY KROHN.

Southampton fireet, Covent- garden,
March 1, 1782,

OF THE
VENEREAL DISEASE.

ARIOUS attempts have been made
within thefe thirty years toimprove

the method of cure in the Lues Venerea.
Some practitioners have affirmed that the
difeafe may be totally extirpated without
the ufe of mercury; but excepting in very
light cafes, it appears from the moft ac-

curate obfervations that this grand fpe-
D2 cific
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cific is indifpenfable. Salivation, how-
ever, which was formerly fo much ufed,
1s now almoft generally exploded, on ac-
count of its feverity. The folution of
the corrofive fublimate, which has been
recommended upon the authority of
Baron Van SwirTen, was for a few
years greatly employed, but as its repu-
tation had not been eftablifhed upon juft
and accurate obfervations, it has fince loft
all its celebrity. It was feldom ever found
t) perform a radical cure; and the fre-
quent ufe of it proved in many cafes
highly prejudicial. It has been fucceed-
ed in prattice by PrLenck’s remedy,
which confifts of quickfilver extinguifhed
- with gum arabic, to prevent it from fali-
vating, The method of curing this dif-
eafe by fumigation has lately been much
recommended in France, but feems not
to meet with great encouragement, The
moft recent propofal for the cure of the
venereal difeafe, is that of Mr. CLARE,
: and
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and confilts in rubbing a fmall quantity
of mercury on the infide of the cheek ;
by which means we not only avoid the
:nconveniencies of unétion, but the pur-
gative cffects that are often produced by
:th'is medicine, when taken into the
ftomach.—See Dr. Manning's Praciice

of Phjic.

One of the Surgeons to the Liverpool
Infirmary informs me that he has lately
cured an inveterate Corona Veperis Very
expeditioufly by my procefs; that this
was the only opportunity he had had of
ufing mercury in this way, and that he
intended to make further trial of this
ealy and agreeable method.

S ———

A Phyfician at Edinburgh, diftinguifh-
ed for his medical abilities and accurate
obfervations on the nature of difeales and
their cure, has lately done me the honour
of acquainting me by letter, that he has

D3 mad:
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made a number of experiments in the
public Infirmary there, to afcertain the
merits of my mode of adminiftering mer-
cury ; that thofe which he had made were
in favour of my method ; and I am hap-
py to fay that the experiments, and the
conclufions to be drawn from them, will
in due time be fubmitted to public in-
[pection.

I return my fincere thanks to this and
other medical gentlemen, my worthy
friends and correfpondents, at different
times for their obliging and ufeful com-
munications, which I fhall carefully pre-
ferve, and fhallreflect always with pleafure
on thefe honourable teftimonies of difin-
terefted regard and love of fcience,

I take this firft opportunity of making
my public acknowledgments to the in-
genious Mr. Sheldon, Teacher of Ana-

tomy, for the ufe of a curious preparation
of
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of the 7illi of the lips, an Engraving of
which is to be had with the Third Edition
of my Book, printed for T. Cadel in the

Strand.

=

A Letter from Dr. BucHaN,
Fellow of the Royal College
of Phyficians at Edinburgh,
and Author of Doameflic
Medicine.

7o Mr. CLARE, Surgeon, Chancery-Lane., '
Dear Sir,

Thank you for the prefent of your
Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe,
and likewife for the honour you have
done me in addrefling to me your letter,
containing Obfervations on the Nature and
Treatment of the Variolous Abfeefs, with
Remarks on the Modern Pralice of Inocu-
lation,
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lation. You are juftly entitled to the
efteem and thanks of the public for the
pains you have taken to alleviate the fuf-
ferings of mankind in two of the moft
dreadful difeafes incident to human na-
ture. The {mall-pox {weeps off one
filth of the human fpecies in the ftate of
infancy ; while the Jues venerea commits
its filent ravages on the flower and vigour
of youth. Yet dreadful as thefe calami-

ties are, they admit of more relief from

the medical art than any other dileafes
with which we are acquainted. For the
venereal difeafe we are in poficilion of a
fpecific remedy, which if properly applied,
will feldom fail to perform a cure; and
the {mall-pox, every one knows, may by
inoculation be rendered fo mild as hardly
to deferve the name of a difeafe. To ex-
tend the practice of inoculation, and to
point out the moft fafe and efficacious
method of exhibiting . mercury, muit
therefore be confidered as two of the

| greatelt
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greateft benefits that can be conferred on
mankind.

Of all the various modes of exhibiting
mercury that which you recommend
feems to me the moft fafe, and I have no
doubt but it will likewife be found the
moft efficacious. A falfe opinion has
long prevailed that every medicine ought
to be taken into the {tomach, This has
done much mifchief. Many people have
fuch an averfion to medicine of all kinds
that they will fuffer any thing rather than
{fwallow a fingle dofe. Others have fuch
a debility of the 7ifcera, that though they
can fwallow mercury, yet it tears their
ftomach and bowels to pieces. Of this
every medical pratitioner muft have feen
many inftances. There are few perfons
who have been-fo unfortunate as to take
large quantities of this mineral in the
ufual way, who do rot exhibit melancholy
proofs of its banefuleffects on the ftomach

and
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and bowels. By your mode of adminif-
tering mercury thefe effects are qbviated,
whik: it is much more cleanly and agree-
able than the common method of apply-
ing it to the fkin.

With regard to your temarks on the
modern praltice of Inoculation, 1 have
only to obferve that chey entirely coincide
with my own fentiments on that fubject.
Inoculation can never prove a blefling to
mankind till the practice becomes gene-
ral, and chat will never be the cale while
it remains in the hands of the faculty.
Every attempt therefore to render this
operation eafy and familiar, and to fhew
that it’s fuccefs does not depend upon
medical {kill and addrefs, either 1n pre-
paring the patient, or treating the difeale,
muft be highly laudable. Indeed your
whole pamphlet breathes a fpirit of libe-
rality and candor, which will not fail to
place your name high in the lit of thole

oenerous
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senerous benefators of fociety who have
aflifted in extending the advantages of
this important difcovery to mankind.

Withing you all fuccefs in your endea-

vours to leflen the miferies of human
life,
I remain,

Dear Sig,

Moft fincerely your’s,

W. BUCHAN,
Norfolk freet, Strand,

Of. 15, 1481,

Obfervations
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Obfervations on the Nature and
Treatment of the variolous
Abfcefs, with Remarks on
the Modern Pracice of In-
oculation, and a Review of
the principal Weyiters on that
important Subject.

THIS (mall tract is thrown into the
form of a letter to Dr. Buchan,
quthor of that ufeful and well known
book intitled, Domeffic Medicines and
very properly, becaufe it purfues the
fame line of public uvtility, being calcula-
red to facilitate the management of a dil-
eafe, fo common, thatfew families are
without it, and in the treatment of which
domeftic fkill and attention are frequent-
ly more requifite than medical prefcrip-
tvions. Mr. Clare, in his former publi- .

cations, has thewn him{elf to be the difin-
terefted
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terefted friend of Nature, a fure indica-
tion (in a medical profeffor) of a liberal
mind. Upon the prefent occafion, he
expands the benevolent principle, by 2
rational attempt to deliver young chil-
dren and other perfons from the fatigu-
ing, complicated preparations by diet,
mercurials, and purges, which many emi-
nent medical writers have judged necel-
fary before inoculation. Baron Dimfdale
among others. Dr. Buchan, on the con-
trary, has aflerted—* that they know
very litile of the matter, who impute the
fuccefs of modern inoculators to any fu-
perior fkifl either in preparing the pa-
tient, or comunicating the difeafe. And,
that whoever is pofiefled of common
fenfe and prudence may perform this
office for his children whenever he plea-
fes, provided they be ina good ftate of
health.”” Mr. Clare baving been long of
opinion, that preparation is not neceflary,
and having obferved, that it fometimes

K did
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did mifchief, was willing to ftrengthen
his own authority by that of Dr. Buchan,
and both combined, we imagine, muft
carry great weight with the unprejudiced.
Baron Dimfdale and Dr, Buchan agree
in giving the preference, as to the time
of inoculation, to the ages of from two
to five years; but as the former has hint=
ed, that thofe who were inoculated under
thofe ages 4/l did well, and Dr. Buchan
fays, he has no objetion to inoculating
infants at the breaft, Mr, Clare takes
fome pains to fhew that this practice is
attended with many advantages. He
alfo exprefles himfelf in ftrong terms
again(t the pernicious effeéts of purga-
tives in the early ftages of the diftemper,
and againft all repellents, which prevent
fuppuration.  There are many other
judicious directions fupported by the beft
authorities, fuch, for inftance, as Dr.
Mead, and by the praice of St. Bartho-
lomew’s hofpital, during feven years,

when
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when Mr, Clare, attended it tending
to fhew, that Nature fhould be permit-
ted to do her own work, and that little
or no medicine ought to be adminiftered
either preparatory to, or during the pro-
grefs of the difeafe. The pratice of
inoculation under thefe circumitances,
is likewife ftrongly recommended as a
national benefit.

Impartial Review of New Publications,

in the London Magazine, for Offober,
1781, '

E2 SINCE



(44 )

SincE the publication of my letter to
Dr. Buchan I have been favoured from
various parts of the country with accounts
of the increafing and fuccefsful practice
of Inoculation, and [ am happy in an op-
portunity of affuring the public from the,
fame authority, that the preparatory pro~
cefs is every where daily lofing ground in |
this kingdom. DISPENSARIES areé NOW
eftablifhed in feveral capital towns®,
and meet with the greateft fuccefs. In
defiance of the want of judgmentin fome
and the narrow prejudices rooted in the

minds

* Tnautumn 1781 a plan was fubmitted to the
public in Liverpool for the general inoculation of
the poor.—The faculty propofed to perform it
graris at half yearly periods, viz. March and
Oétober.—Their firlt trial was made in October
laft, when out of four bundred and fixteen inocu-
lated, only one was loff.—Qf thefe one hundred and
forty-fix were under one year old, ninety-one
between one and two years, one hundred and
{éventy above two years but under puberty, and

nine adults,
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minds of others, daily experience evinces
that thefe inftitutions are practicable,
fafe, and highly beneficial to the commu-
nity. For thefe benefits, particularly the
laft, the public are indebted to the bene-
volent and indefatigable labours of Dr.
L ettfom, the fisft inftitutor of them in this
city, and to Drs. Buchan and Black, whofe

printed communications on this import-
~ant fubje@ will perpetuate their fame,—
With refpeét to preparation, the dangerous
evils of which practice have been repeat-
edly fet forth, it’s warmeft advocates find-
ing the ground untenable, have no longer
the confidence to defend it againft the
accurate experiments of Dr. Watfon, the
weighty arguments of Drs, Black and

Buchan, and the common fenfe of man-
kind,

FETER CLARE
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THE‘.RE_are two very difterent methods

of curing the Gonorrheea, the on®
wholly by internal medicines, the other
principally by injetion. The former is
generally a very uncertain and difagreeable
procefs, the latter is both expeditious and
fafe, but dreaded by many perfons on ac-
count of a falfe idea which has long pre-
vailed. Thisill founded notion it 15 my
bufinefs at prefent to confute by {everal
arguments fupported by quotations from
Authors of diftinguifthed credit.

Mr. Pott recommends the advice given
by Lord Bacon to a ftudent, ¢ to confider
one difeafe at a time, and to become tho-
roughly acquainted with that, before he

B a under-
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undertakes another.” He further obferves,
*“ that the only means by which true and
ufeful knowledge is to be obtained in
every part of furgery, are-a competent
knowledge of the anatomical firucure of
the human frame, a clofe attention to
the {ymptoms of difeafes in the living,
and a minute examination of the appeat-
ances 1n the dead : thefe are the great foun-
tains of all medical knowledge.” Mr. Post
has here pointed out, in a very judicious
manner, the path which every chirurgical
practitioner and writer fhould purfue, who
undertakes to explain the true nature,
feat, and cure of any bodily diforder.

Chancery-Lane,
Januvary 1, 1783,

TARLE
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A
TREATISE

‘O N ‘T'H'E:

GONORRH OE A.

FRHE part principally affected by the

Gonorrheea is the  penis, which con-
fifts of three parts; two of which are called
corpora cavernofa, and lie on each fide,.
and a third, which is fituated underneath,
named corpus {pongiofum urethrz, con-
fiting of the bulb and'membranous part,
continued- on to the bladder, and termina-
ting at the other extremity in the corona,.
or glans penis. The urethra has three
glands, which were difcovered by Cowper,
‘and called- mucous- glands, from the tena-
city of the liquor which they feparate..
There are alfo two, (or-rather one,) about
the fize of a nutmeg , they lie at:.the neck

of
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of the bladder, between the veficulz femi-
nmales and penis, under the ofla pubis, al-
moft within the pelvis of the abdomen;.
they feparate a limpid glutinous humour,
which is carried into the urethra by feveral
ducts, which enter near thofe of the pro-
ftatz. The two firft of Cowper’s glands:
are about the bignefs of a French bean, of
a deprefled oval figure, and a yellowifh
colour like the proftate, heing on each
fide the bulb of the urethra, a Iittle above
it. Their excretory duéts arife from the
internal furface next the inner membrane
of the urethra, into which they open a little
lower by two diftinét orifices, juft below
the curvature of the ofla pubis in perinzo,.
where they difcharge a tranfparent vifcous:
liquor.  The. third .mucous gland 15 a
fmall conglobate yellowifh gland, like the-
former, but fomewhat lefs,. fituated above
the angle of the flexure of the urethra, un-
der the ofla pubis, in the perinzum, near
the anus : it 'has twoexcretory ducts, which.
enter the urethra obliquely, a quarter of an
inch below the two former, and difcharges:
-a liquor like them both in colour.and con-

fiftence.
The feat of the Gonorrheea in women 1is-
the vagina, which is affected with a dif-
charge
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charge like that of the urethra in men. Tt
lies between the bladder and inteftinum
rettum, and has rugz, under which are
{mall glands, whofe excretory ducts are
called lacun®. Thefe glands feparate 2
mucilaginous {limy liquor to lubricate the
vagina, and are the feat of the Gonorrheea
in this fex, as the glands in the urethra are
in the male. The meatus urinarius being
a very fhort paffage, the heat and fcalding
is confequently much lefs than in the men.
“ A Gonorrheea from the urethra in a
““ man, begins with an uneafinefs about the
¢¢ parts of generation, together with an ap-
¢ pearance of a little whitifh matter, about
‘¢ the orifice of the urethra, a little fwelling
* and fometimes rednefs there, and a flight
¢ pungency upon the evacuation of urine.
““ The whitifh matter foon increafes in
“ quantity, the inflammation about the
*“ end of the urethra becomes more evident,
* and for the moft part there is now a ten-
¢ fion and hardnefs through the whole of
““ ir, a fwelling of the lacunz, and a fen-
“ fation of ftricture in the penis, particu-
¢ larly on ere@ion. The matter ftill in-
““ creafes, flows out, and grows thinner,
¢ lofes all its adhefivenefs, and is of a
““ yellow, or greenith colour, There is
' now
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¢« now always a rednefs about ‘the end
¢< of the canal; often a pain from the dif-
¢ tention of the urethra, during the eva-
¢ cuation of urine, and a much feverer to-
<. wards the orifice, from its fiimulus, with
¢¢ an increafe of the rednefs juft after it is
¢¢ evacuated. The inflammation prevents
¢ the extenfion of the utethra in eretion,
¢¢ {o that the penis is at that time curved
‘¢ downwards with great pain, which 1s in-
«¢ creafed if it be raifed towards the belly,
¢¢ .and the flimulus occafions it often to be
& ere@ed, efpecially when warm in bed*.”

| believe it would generally be efteemed
good practice on this occafion to give nitre
in confidérable quantity, a purging elec-
tuary, pill, or falts, and to take blood
freely from the patient; alfo to direct large
quantities of diluting liquors, and further to
recommend a ftriét regimen and abftinence
from particular meats, vegetables, and
ftrong liquors. The queftion ts, are fuch
medicines and reftriction neceflary ¢ In
my humble opinion they are mot, and
they appear, upon the whole, to do more
harm than good, as I fhall endeavour to ;
demonftrate from the experience of thofe

% Dr. Fordyce's Blements of Phyfic.
| who
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who are well \qualifiedto give an opinion {a
a matter of this kind, and alfo from my
own obfervation and practice.

Dr. Cutlen remarks, ¢ that purgatives
not only inflame the re€&tum, but alfo extend
their irritation to the urethra.” May not
chordee and priapifm then often be attri-
buted to this caufe ? : *

Dr. Fordyce recommends < increafing
the fecretion a little, by fuch gentle purs
gatives as procure only two or three evacu-
ations a day.”—But who can ‘enfure his
patient two or three ftools only in a day ?
The inteftincs being once put into motion,
will not accommodate themfelves exaéily
to our with or convenience. Happily for
the patient, it is certain that even gentle
purging may be difpenfed with on thefa
occafions.

He adds, ¢ that fevere purging often
augments  the inflammatory {ymptoms,
brings on firangnry and exulcerations. gives
occafion to inflammation of the tefticles;
and other neighbouring parts, or it {tops
the running before the infection is wafhed
off, and the Gonorrhoea either returns in g
tew days, or exulcerations tale place.”.

The Do&or turther obferves, ¢ that lan

continued Purging is apt to weaken the
ftomach
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ftomach and inteftines, to hurt the di-
geftion, to produce obftinate gleets, and
leave hypochondriacal {ymptoms, particu-

larly in irritable or melancholic habits.”

Many more authorities might be adduced
in proof of the bad effe&s of a courie
of purgatives 1n thefe cafes, which are
gencrally of confiderable duration, when
rreated in this manner. Neither are anti-
phlogiftic remedies to be depended upon,
as they fometimes produce the very contra-

ry effe€t to what was expected from them:

amongft the firft of thefe is nitre, in inflam-

matory diforders. Dr. Lewis, 2 late writer
of no fmall credit, reckons, that pitre often
gives relief in firanguries, and heat of urine,
proceeding either from a fimple or a vene-
real taint ; and indeed the greateft part of
practitioners have always given it, and ftill
continue to give it in the venereal ardor
urine.

¢« This practice, however, fays Dr. Hope
‘0 his lectures on the Materia medica, I
<< am apt to believe has taken its rife from
¢ the name of ardor having always been
¢ given to the painin evacuating the urine,
¢¢ during the time of a venercal inflamma-
¢ tion of the urethra, and the name and

virtues of a cooler, having always been
(17
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attributed to this falt. But it is certain
that the urine paffed during the time of
a venereal inflammation 1s no warmer
than at other times, and therefore to
prefcribe a cooler to allay the heat of it,
1s abfurd: and I am perfuaded, that on
a free and candid examination of this
matter, it will be found, that nitre has
not the fmalleft power of alleviating the
pain which is then felt ; for [ have given
it in all the different ftages of this difeafe,
in fmall and in large dofes ; but from the
fole ufe of it in a great number of trials,
have never been able to obferve that it
afforded the leaft relief. Nor, when we
confider the caufe of that pain, and the
effects of nitre, have we any reafon to
expect it ; for the pain certainly proceeds
from the acrid falts in the urine, ffimu-
lating the inflamed orexcoriated urethra 5
and a folution of nitre applied to any ex-
coriated part always gives confiderable
pain. Experiments affure us, that on
taking nitre into the ftomach, the urine
becomes impregnated with it.” The larger
therefore the dofes are, the ftronger will
this impregnation be, and the greater
ftimulus added to the urine ; 10 that we
may {enfibly conclude, that this falt will

C “ rather
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<t rather augment than diminifh the painin
¢ evacuating it. The Doctor further re-
¢ marks, that there are many weak and
¢¢ delicate ftomachs which cannot bear
¢ the cold it produces, and others in
¢ whom it always: creates ficknefs and
¢ naufea.”’

Befides the difagreeable circumftance of
taking great quantities of naufecous me-
dicines, we find there is the greateft un-
certainty as ~to their real effects on the
difeafes they are intended to remove. A
powder or medicine of any kind, applied to
blood in a bafon, may vifibly affect that
fluid, and render it thin or thick ; yet.
being taken into the ftom ich, and poflibly
from thence into the circulation, it may.
have a very different effet on the circula-
ting fluids, or perhaps none, having un-
dergone a material alteration in its courfe.

A late celebrated Leéturer on the Mate-
ria Medica, difcourfing with his pupils on
the powerful operations of mucilaginous
medicines in the alleviation of the pain
arifing from the ftone in the bladder, re-
marked that fuch medicines were extremely
ufeful where the ftone was of the mulberry
kind, and apt to vellicate the coats of the

bladder. He told them the ropy mucilage
would



s E ey

would envelope the ftone, and make a uni-
formly fmooth furface, entirely depriving
it of its afperities, and confequently of its
power of hurting the bladder.

It is difficult for one converfant with the
mechanifm of the human body, and the
operation of medicine, to conceive, that a
mucilage given by the mouth will arrive
at the bladder in that ftate. We are cer-
tain that particular remedies will ftimulate
particular parts: balfam of capivi; for in=
ftance, being abforbed, is known to af-
fet the kidnies and bladder, by the ftrong
odour it imparts to the urine; but we do
not find this, or any other medicine, ex-
cept quickfilver, will pafs off in the fame
form in which it is adminiftered by the
mouth. This balfam is very much efteem-
ed for its great virtues, particularly in cer-
tain ftages of the Gonorrheea, but it is {o
very difagreeable, on account of its oily
and bitter quality, as well as its {mell, that
fome patients are foon difgufted with ir,
and others will not be prevailed upon to
take it at all; we cannot therefore think
it ftrange, that many gentlemen thould
often prefer injetions to all ether means,
which do not appear to produce ¢ffeéts in
any degree equal to the trouble which.at«

¢ a tends
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tends them. It muft be acknowledged
that patients often fuffer more from the
remedy than the diforder; they are often
more emaciated, weak, and pallid in their
countenance, (circumftances which fre-
quently lead to difagreeable difcoveries, )
from the operations of purgatives in the
fpace of one week, than they would have
been in a month, if there had been no
attempt made to ¢heck the progrefs of this
diforder. |
There are many people who have not
leifure to purfue the feveral directions and
preferiptions given Dby practitioners ; and
if they could find time, they would bave
but little inclination to undergo fo much
fatigue and trouble. Such tedious pro-
cefles are very ill contrived for the mul-
titude, who muft be, and are daily cured by
means much more eafy, expeditious, and quite
as cffeciual; and if one clais of men are
cured in this manner, why fhould not all
cpjoy the fame benefit ¢
[ have afferted, that a regimen, Or par-
ticular diet, is not neceffary in the cure of
the Gonorrheea, when treated in the man-
ner here rewamended. Some have afked,
‘€ the diforder is not inflammatory, and if
living low is not indifpenfibly neceflary
- : in

a
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in every complaint of this kind? It may
be faid in reply, that this is a local inflam-
mation, which yields at once to a cooling
detergent liquid applied to the part; whilft
internal medicines are commonly flow and
uncertain in removing it.—When mercury
does not pafs into the ftomach, there is no
occafion to enjoin reftrictions with refpect
to diet, fince no difagreement can then
happen; patients may live in the fame
manner as at other times, only avoiding
excefs.

* Dt. Hugh Smith, who is-an advocate for
vitriolic injetions, aflerts; ¢ That a Go-
norrhee, if taken in the beginning, may
generally be cured in a fortnight, without
any injuty to the conftitution, or any ill*
effets whatfoever #.”’

" I have met with the greateft'fuccefs in:
the cure of this complaint from the fame"
fort of injections, and find they anfwer
much better  than mercurial ones, which"
depofit a confiderable fediment, and beihg-
conveyed into the urethra, caufe irritation
and pain in that tender'paflage.

The injection’ fhould ‘be applied cold,
rather than warm, (as:cold braces and:

# Dr. Smitl’s Formule Medicamentorum,

G2 warmth
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warmth relaxes,) which I find often com--
pleres the cure in much lefs than a fort-

night, the time mentioned by the Doctor.
[f the injeCtion caufes any more than a
flicht fenfation of fmart or pain in the paf-
‘fage, it is evidently too much impregnated
with vitriol, and the folution muft be made
weaker, as the irritation of the liquor would
ipcreafe the fymptoms inftead of diminith-

ing them.

~The great objetion to this fort of prac-
tice is raifed on the fuppofition that [z~
jeftions are apt to- produce fricfure in the
urinary paflage, This idea, I apprehend,
is not well founded; having enquired of
many different people who bhave becn
troubled with frifures, if they had ufed
inje¢tions for the cure, and was generally
anfwered in the negative. I am much
inclined to think with Doctor Forayce,
¢¢ That when a gonorrhea continues long,.
it fometimes produces a frifure in the
part.”  Inflammation is naturally difpo-
{ed to produce contraction and firidiure in
" the different facculi and paflages of the
body, as well as in the #rethra : therefore
we may conclude, that evils are often at-
tributed to Injeftions, which in falt owe
their
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their origin to other caufes *. The fame:
gentleman juftly ebferves, that omitting
the z17ection onee or twice will often make
it fail of curing, when it would have other-
wife produced that effect . He likewife:
remarks, that patients treated. €n. this man-
ner, are lefs liable to. inflammation of the:
tefticles, or of the glands in the groin: (or
to chancres) or flriflures. ‘Thefe obferva-
tions are certainly founded on fa&. It is.
the general opinion, that {mall dofes of
mercury ought to accompany the Injeion..
See Fordyce, Saunders, Smith, and others.—
Conformably to this idea, I give a grain of
mercurial powder, and apply it to the cu~
ticular furfaces of the lips, or the tongue,,
and at the fame time make ufe of the vi-
Iriolic, in preference to every other Injecion..
Though 1 have made repeated trials of {e-

* If the long-duration of this diftemper produces ftric-
tures and obftruttions, then what removes the diforder:
quickly, muft undoubtedly prevent the above evils, in~
ftead of caufing them, ;

1 If the Injection fhould not produce the defired ef-
fect, it will be righe to enquire if the urine pailes fre:ly,
and whether it divides into two ftreams, or more; or
whether it comes out twifled, like a cork.fcrew. In
thele cafes, it is not likely. the Injeftion fhould eff.&t
its purpofe, being. unable to pals :  recourfe muft

thercfore be had to the Bougié 10 reltoge the paflage t»
its natural ttate, '

veral,
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veral, T know of mo other which would
remove the diforder in twice the time which:
this does; but there are fome that would
not fucceedat all, and rather aggravate the-
fymproms:

It is now proved by a' repetition of in=
genious experiments, and generally admit--
ted, that the'difcharge in a Gonorrbea pro-
céeding from the w ethra, is not pus, but
mucus. Pus is the matter which proceeds:
front wounds and ulcers, but mmmcus comes
from furfaces not ulcerated, though fome~
times inflamed.. Dr. Hunter fays, he has
often dile&ted the wrethra of perfons who
have died, having the Gonmorrbea at that
time, and he adds, that he never difco-
vered any ulcer in the paffage. Maucus 1s,
in itfelf, an innocemt, mild fluid, but ca-
pable‘of aequiring virulence and acrimo-
ny from contagious infection. :
“"The Gonorrhgea is an increafed and.
virulent difcharge from the mucous glands *
of the urinary paffage.. Mucus, when’
untainted,. is tran(parent. like the white:
of an:egg, appears as a-drop fometinres: -
at the orifice of ‘ the urethra next the
glands, is of a mucilaginous vifcidity, and
w5 ule is to fheathe and defend the paflage

# Defcribed in Pages 3 and 2,
from:
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from the irritating falts conveyed in the
urine, It refembles the fluid in the eye,
which is fecreted in {fmall quantity, but
when the lachrymal gland is ftimulated by
grief, duft, or other offending {ubftance,
the difcharge Decomes copious and fome-
times acrid.

Darwin obferves, in bis experiments
on pus and mucus, ¢ That whenever
the fecretion of any fluid 1s increafed,
there is at the fame time an increafed
heat in the part.”” The fame gentleman
obferves, that ¢ the catarrhal humour
from the nofirils of fome who ride in
frofty weather, and the tears which run
. down the cheeks of thofe who have an ob-
ftruction of the punéta lachrymalia, are
eafily diftinguifhed from others, by their
abounding in ammoniacal or muriatic falts,
whence they inflame the circumjacent fkin:
thus in the catarrh, the upper lip becomes
red and {welled from the acrimony of the
mucus, and patients complain of the falt-
nels of its tafte. The eyes and cheeks are
red with the corrofive tears, and the ichor
of fome herpetic eruptions erodes far and
wide the contiguous parts, and is pungent-
ly falt to the tafte, as fome patients have
informed him.”

When
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When the mucous membrane of the
nofe is ftimulated by a violent cold, or
other caufe, we often fee an extraordinary
quantity of dilcharge from that organ;
yet no one fufpe@s the exiftence of any
ulcers there, and [ have often obferved,
that the difcoloured mucus of that part
bears fo ftrong a refemblance to the viru-
lent difcharge in the gonorrheea, that it
would frequently perplex perfons conver-
fant in thefe matters to diftingmth two
handkerchiefs, the one from the other, wheén'
fained with the refpeGive mucus. Faither
of thefe fluids having acquired acrimony
will inflame, and fometimes flightly exco-
riate irritable nervous membranes. Thefe
excoriations generally heal of themfelves,
and when they do not, no one hefitates
to apply repellent and healing medicines
to the part, without even the fmalleft
fufpicion of any bad confequence. With
ulcers the cafe is very different, there
being the greateft reafon to appyehend
danger from the abforption - of matter into
the circulation. Writers of good credit
aflert, that a drop of acrid pus, abforbed
into the blood, affeés all the fluids, ftimu-
lates the veflgls, and is capable of produ-

cing violent diforders, fuch as putrid fe-
VEIS,
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vers, &c. Imprefled with fuch a belief,
no thinking man, in this or any age,
would adopt a practice at once fo irrational
and dangerous: but as the difcharge is
merely mucus, and has no concern with the
{fyftem or animal ceconomy, it may be fafely
wathed away, like any other fordes, or filch
from the furfaces of the body, by injec-
tions, which are not only far more expedi-
tious in producing their effecs, but alfo
appear, on a due comparifon of the merits
of each, to poflefs another advantage, that
of being a more cleanly, fafe, and agreeable
method of cure, than any other whatfoever.,
I have only to add in this place, thatI am
confirmed more and more in the ufe of in-
jections, which entirely anfwer the above
dcfeription and commendation,
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BRIEYF. ACCO L NG

a8 Heds
REMEDIES in USE for the CURE

oF T HE
LA E'S V'ENEREA,;
FROM I7TS
Firft Appearance in Evror z.

H E cure of this diforder, which has

now prevailed all over Ewusppe near
three centuries, has not been fo much im-~
proved by the profeflion as might have
been expected during fo long a periods” It
raged for {feveral years uncontrouled, le-
fore an effe€tual remedy for it was difco-
vered. After the anridote for this poifon
was found to exift in mercury, yet {till
fo very unfortunate was the applicat on
of it, that many lives wcre loft by {a-
livations, fhocking to relate, in confe-
' D quence.
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quence of the want of fufficient know-
ledge of the nature and qualities of this
mineral, in the pratitioners of thofe
times.

¢ The firft attempts of the cure of vene-
real maladies, by this remedy, were learned
from the Arabians, who having recom-
mended mercurial ointments in the Leprofy
or fcabies, gave a handle to the Italian
phyficians, to try their eficacy in removing
the foulnefs of the {fkin from a new and ter-
rible contagion : neither were they {paring
of their liniments, which they continued
to rub in for twelve, fifteen, nay, {fome-
times for above thirty days together *,” a
very dangerous practice, which prevails too
much even in the prefent age. Sarfaparilla,
faflafras, guaicum, have all at different pe-
riods been in more or lefs eftimation for
their antivenereal virtues ; but mercury 1s
the only antidote for this poifon, on which
any age has repofed an entire confidence.

In 1685, Dr. Sydenbam wrote on this
amongft other fubjects.  His account
fhews, that although the ufe of the re-
medy was better underftood, yet the cure
of the diforder was but little improved.

* Mead on Poifons,
In
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In 1731, Dr. Qurner, a member of the
College of Phyficians in London, who had -
made the Venereal Difeafe his particular
ftudy, thought proper to communicate his
~ obfervations and practice to the world. His
draftic purges, and mereurial preferiptions,
were fuch as might deftroy the moft robuft
conftitution ; what then muft have become
of thofe of a weak and delicate frame ?

Dr. Boerbaave has advanced a {yftem of
his own, apparently lefs detrimental than
former ones, and which has been very
much adopted of late years. 'The Doctor’s
theory of the difeafe 1s, that it is feated in
the fat; therefore evacuarions which de-
ftroyed it,. muft, in his opinion, contri-
bute g-eatly to the cure of this diforder ;
for which reafon the Doctor recommended
the moift powerful fudorifics and purga-
tives, the former of which though hurt-
ful, are lefs prejudicial to the conflitution
than the latter. |

Dr. Aftruc, a celebrated writer, has given
a very fenfible and accurate defcription of
the Lues Venerea in all its ftages, with di-
retions for its cure ; but the remedies are
as violent as thofe recommended by pre-
ceding writersy and ought therefore to be
exploded,

L2 BRa-
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Baron Fan Swieten recommends The Cor-
refrve Sublimate ta be given internally. It
had hitherto only been ufed externally to
Jungus in wounds, on account of the vio-
lence of its nature. Even when admini-
ftered in rum or brandy, to corre& it, the
{tomach can feldom retain it, for which
reafon it has grown into difrepute, although
it has a moft aftonithing and rapid effect in
removing venereal {ymptoms.

Mr. Profeffor Plenk advifes the giving
Quickfilver with gum arabic, to prevent
it from exciting a falivation. This is the
leaft prejudicial of all the modes of admini
ftering mereury internally.

Fumigation, which is lately revived, I
have often feen applied to fores with hardly
any pereeptible advantage, and fometimes
it gave great pain, and did a manifeft in-
juary,

Two circumftances have conduced great-
ly to the better treatment of this complaint,
within thefe twenty or thirty years;
mean, the extraordinary improvements in
anaromy and chymiftry: by the former
we have acquired a better knowledge of
the feat of this diforder, and by the lat-
ter, of the medicines employed to effect it’s
cure, :

A
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A .
CRITICAL ENQUIRY
BN TO T HE
OPERATION or MERCURY,
AND THE DIFFERENT

Modes of adminiftering it confidered.

—

D.TFF'ERENCE of opinion prevails
~ with regard to the mode of admini-
ftering mercurial preparations; the advo-
cates for eachy. giving their reafons for that
which they ‘adopt in  preference to: any
other. The alterative method is much in
efteem and praltice, and with fome devia-
tion and caution may be rendered. very
Deneficial.
- T'bisappellation of alterant or alterative
i givento &ll fuch medicines as corref? the
D8 bad
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bad qualities of the blood, and other animal
fluids, witbout occafioning any fenfible evacu-
ation. According to Dr. Woedward, all
that'is’ commonly alledged concerning the
change of prnnciples or ferments ef dif-
eafes by alterant remedies, is merely chi-
merical and imaginary i he ‘remarks, thut
there 1s no change made to the advantage
of the human body without a fucceflive
renovation and difcharge of what is hurtful,
and a fupply of its place by fomething in-
nocent. - -

The Doctor gives the preference to eva-
cuants, as being the only medicines ca-
pable of freeing the machine from whatever
incommodes 1t. Some take a contrary
courfe, and afcribe even the falutary ef-
fe&ts of evacuants to their alterative nature,
which has been alledged of mercury in the
cure of the venereal difeafe. Among alte-
rant medicines there are feveral which
change the fcene of the {fymptoms, and
others which fufpend the attion of the mor--
bific mat:er for a time; but thefe reme-
dies which hold the morbific principles
captive pro tempore, are only palliatives,
and even on f{ome accounts dangerous,
fince they may as well captivate other prin-
ciples neceflary to life,

Dr.
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. Dr. Fordyce fays; ¢ Whatever prepara-
tion we employ, we fhould give it in fuche
a manner, and in fuch a dofe as to pro-
duce hardnefs, fullnefs, and moderate fre=
quency of the pulfe, with as little fenfible
evacuation as poffible ; for that the mercury
cures fooner® and: withy greater certainty,.
when the ftrength is but little, than when:
it is much reduced by 1t.”” " :

Mr. Plenck is of opinion, ¢“that mer-
eury, together with the venereal wvirus,
mray be more conveniently and more eafily.
evacuated by the ordinary excretions of
fweat, flool, and urine.”

It feems to me much more fafe to pers
mit the gradval evacmation of mercury
(after it has circulated fome time, and fub-
dued the wirus) than to confine it within the-
body by opiates, or other means, {o-as to oc--
cafion hardnefs, fullnefs, and acceleration of
the pulfe. The faturation or furcharge
of the fyftem with mercury is very ha-
zardous, as it fometimes. terminates in &
fatal diarrh@a.. Surely it is. moft prudent
to permit a little of the mercury to depart,,
and throw into the circulation {uch a pro~

portion only, as may. be alcogether fafe and:
yet.
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yet fufficient to keep up a gentle mercurial
fhimulus in the habit..

Mercury and wine operate fomewhat
alike upon the body. With. a certain
quantity of wine, hardnefs,. fullnefs, and
acceleration. of the pulfe will fupervene,
tille at length in ecommon an evacuation
takes place ;. when it does not, and the
wine is retained there,. (like meroury ex-
hibitedeas an alterative), it excites feverifh.
heat, and does the conftitution much more
injury than when.it pafies off gradually by
any of the ordinary evacuations.

Dr. Fordyce obferves,. * it is- never nes
ceflary. to falivate a patient,. unlefs he be fo-
sititable, that the fmallelt dofe of mercury
tmmediately. affe€ts his mouth, or unlefs-
the difeafe be proceeding fo. faft that it
would be hazardous: to wait till it was
checked by the remedy. given in fuch a
manner as to avoid falivation ; or except-
ing when we- cannot truft to his ufing it
regularly,. On the contrary,.falivation ren-
ders the eflects of the medicine uncertain.”
‘Fhe fame author fays,. <¢- If; notwithftand.
ing thefe precautions, a- falivation fhould
come on, we know of no remedy which
will remove it with any degree of certainty,

although.
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although fulphur, camphire, and purgs-
tives have been recommended for this pur-
pofe. If therefore the cafe be urgent, the
beft way is to let it go on, ufing the mer-
curial ointment as above defcribed,”*

I have ever found thofe patients more
eafily cured, who were moft fufceptible of
the mercurial ftimulus. Let there be an
affection of the mouth ard cheeks, and an
amendment of the complaint takes place at
leaft nine times in ten ; the mercury Will
run off in general very focn ifthe procefs is
difcontinued, which it muft not be, but
the tendernefs of the mouth is to be kept

% Dr. Saunders favs he has known patients whe have
had violent fevers excited by mercury, in the ferm of,
unétion, : '

‘The fame author remarks, that a gentleman who had
recourfe to mercurial unétion, being feized with a fever,
fent tor him, and communicated to him lis venereal come
plaints.  His pulfe was quick and hard, he complained
of pain in his back, headach, thirft, and other {uch fymp-
toms as he had frequently {cen arife from a mercunal
courle, eonduéted on the plan here preferibed.”

Dr. Cullen obferves,—that purging is never excited
by any means, without fpafims of the inteflines, which,
when the operation is continued, are apt to end in du-
rable (pafm and inflamination. Thefe are attended with
very dangerous confequences.  Neither does the method
of purging by unétion anfwer much better (although per-
haps more efte€lual), becaufe it is attended with very
greas paing=Leciures on Materia medica.,

up
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up to a certain degree, according to the
urgency of the diforder, and tq prevent a.
relapfe, efpecially in chancres with hard-
-nefs, and in other inveterate cafes. It is
not the mere quantity of mereury, but the
method of directing its operation, which in
my opinion is the chief circumftance to be
relied on in the cure. 1 would certainly
run the ritk, if there was any, of not imme-
diately curing, rather than expofe my pa-
tient to the hazard of a Jarge quantity of
accumulated mercury ready at an hour’s
notice, or lefs, to emancipate itfelf from
the body by ftimulating the inteftines, and
thus exhaufting li‘e.

We'may be amufed with the theory of
mercury circulating in the fyftem in perfect
equilibrium, pot inclining more to one fe-
eretion than to another; but it is Cﬁ'ltdlﬂ,
this is a powerful medicine that ought not
to be trifled with ;. we cannot fay to it—=So
far thalt thow go, and no further, The
moft fkilful pilot will find 1t difficult {oto
trim his veflel that it fhall not fink or over-
turn when too heavily laden with mercury..

The. ingenious Plenck, (to whom the
world is fo much indebted for the great im-
provements he has made by his. experiy

ments on mercury, and in the cure of this
difcafe)
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difeafe) fays, that a falivation is a danger-
ous practice; for the famous Affrac, {ays
be, afferts that there frequently fupervene,
violent fevers, diarrhaa, dyfentery, ha-
moptoe, an immobility of the jaws, and
likewife a {uffocation, and that too, when
a falivation has been moft properly con-
dufted; and afrer him the moft 1kilful
ZLocher tells us the fame. '

Several years fince a practitioner had
the misfortune to lofe (within a fhort time
of each other) two patients with chancres,
for the cure of which he had raifed very
high falivations by mercurial ointment.
Juft as their complaints were healed, and
falivation began'to decline, one of the
gentlemen was feized with a dyfenteric flux,
and expired within.a few hours: his death
was attributed to a picce of butter which
the nurfe had inadvertently put into his
gruel. The other died alfo of a flux,
arifing from the fudden defcent of the mer-
cury overturning the equilibrium, and rufh-
ing through the partient’s bowels with irre-
fiftible impetuofiry.—

To form a juft idea of a falivation, we
thould petambulate the public hofpitals,
where therelate' wretches miferable indeed !

mi-
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miferable in having a fad difeafe, but much
more fo in having a cure to encounter
which makes the unhappy objects call on
death for a deliverance from their pains.
“Their head, face, and tongue fo fwelled,
as to forbid their uttering a {yllable. Their
cheeks often torn to pieces, a falivary flux
of two or three quarts a day, with breath
extremely offenfive, teeth loofe, tongue and
gums ulcerated and inflamed, attended with
a fevere unremitting head-ach ; and this
procefs is the fame in all cafes and feafons :
it may truly be faid, fuch remedies are
worfe than the difeafes they are intended
to remove, But this is not all the pa-
tient has to undergo; add to this, fre-
quent fevere cholicky pains, accompa-
nied with diarrhea and dyfentery, which
continuing, fo often prove fatal. The
patient can f{wallow no folid food during
this fevere operation, and indeed fcarcely
liquids, and is almoft dead with hunger,
having often an appetite without the pof-
fibility of indulging it. Thus are per-
{ons confined for feveral weeks, and when
the procefs 1s finithed, they are {o re-
duced in fleth, as to be quite -a- fpectacle,

and frequently go into a deep decline.—
If
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If thefe evils may be prevented, and that
they may, we have daily experience added
to the ftrongeft teftimonies, are we pot
all called upon by every motive of con-
fcience, religion, and humanity, to preferve
the unhappy from ruin, by rejeCting {o
cruel a practice?

¥ Graviera morbis patimur vemedia, Sa

* Nec Vita manti eff, vivere at poffis, mori.”

If the fureeons who {uperintend the hof-
pitals Lvuu'lﬁ make a trial of my me-
thod, I am convinced from experience,
they would be able, withour annoying the
ftomach, to convey any «puantty of any
mercurial preparation into the iyftem in
few hours, inftead of weeks. ‘This may be
done by rubbing mercury on the bhack: and
middle of the tongue, and repeating the
procefs at the fhorteft intervals. There is
0o occafion to wait for irs operation as in
the cafe of pills, but we may fafely flimu-
late thefe {urfaces as much and as often as
we chufe, till we haye actually produced
the defired eflect on' the fyiem. Let the
mouth be well cleared of the faliva, and
I know of no other impediment to the
fuccefs of this procef, - D Home, profefe
{or of phyfic ar Edinburgh, has honoured
me by making a variety of public exXperia
1 ments
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inents in the Edingburgh Infirmary, which
will foon appear in the Doétor’s intended -
publication. . By thefe experiments it 1s
proved, that mercury is more quickly in-
troduced, with greater certainty, and with
lefs prejudice to the conftitution in this way,
than by any of the other modes of admini«
ftering it internally or externally.

—

. i T

Objettions to Mercury in the Form of Pills,
Bolus, &c.

ITH refpect to Pills, it is certain
- that many patients find 2 difficulty
in taking them. Firft, it is hardly pol-
fible fo to diftribute the mercury through-
out the mafs, thatthere fhall not be fome
Jdifference and uncertainty in the dofe when
divided into pills; and fecondly, they
{ometimes pafs through the - body undif-
folved. When they diffolve, they irritate,
perhaps corrode, the ftomach, an organ
moft eflential to health. ~ This circum-.
france has excited univerfal complaint and
dread of mercury, which however being

adminiftered in’ my method, 1s; fo very
mild,
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mild, that it does not in the leaft impair
the conftitution, as the furface on which
the mercury is laid, will bear a confider-
able degree of irritation without any fort
of prejudice.”

; .

¢ The faline chryftals of mercury velli-
¢t cate and twitch the fenfible membranes
¢ of the ftomach to that degree, as excites
¢ them to anm excretion-of their contents
¢ and glandular juices upwards or down-
« wards, according as the force of irriras
¢ tion is greater or lefs.”—Mead on Poi-
Jons, . j
¢¢ Of all the various modes of admini-
ftering mercury, that which you recom-
mend feems to me the moft fafe, and
I have no doubt but it will likewife be
found the moft efficacious. A falfe opi-
¢¢ nion has long prevailed, that every me=

€
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% A grain of mercury applied to the internal furfaces
of the mouth is thence abforbed with the greateft facility,
and operates kindlyand with effeét on the habitin general.
Dr. CEgllen juitly obfervest, ¢¢ that when we purge, we
think we are operating on the common fewer of the
{fyfiem: buc litcle advantage is to be found from the
mercury employed in this way, as its virtues depend
chicfly on its operation on the body in general.”

t Leclure on Mercury.
L 2 “ dicine
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dicine ought to be takes into the fto-
“ mach: this has done much mifchref.
‘“ Many people have fuch an averfion to
““ medicines of all kinds, that they will
‘“ {fuffer any thing rather than fwallow a
 fingle dofe. Others have fuch a debility
‘“ of the Vifcera, that though they can
“ {wallow mercury, yet it tears their flo-
“ mach and bowels to pieces. Of this
““ every medical practitioner muft have
“ fcen many inftances, There are few
¢ perfons who have been fo unfortunate as
“ to take large quantities of this mineral
“.in the ufual way, who do not exhibit
“ melancholy proofs of its baneful effects
« on the ftomach and bowels. By your
“ mode of adminiftering mercury, thele
¢ effe@s are obviated, while it is much
“ more cleanly and agreeable than the
« common method of applying it to the
et i Extrafl from Dr. BucHAN’s

Letter.

§

]

Dr. Hunter obferves, ¢ that this procefs
is preferable to pills or bolufes, as the ca-
lomel ftimulates the prima: vize much lefs,
and .therefore he adds, pcople with very
tender bowels may bear it much better in

this form than any other,” Therefore ilz 1&
e
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beft for all conftitutions, as every perfon
has moft undoubtedly tender bowels.

Dr. Krobn, in his letter to me mentions:
the cafe of a gentleman, “ who had a wvi-’
rulent chancre on the frenum, of which he
was cured in a fortnight by ‘this procefs,,
without the fmalleft inconvenience ; on the
contrary,. he found his bowels perfectly free
from any attack on them,. the ufual atten-
dants on. former methods of treatrment,.
which he had frequently experienced pre-
vious to this trial.””

““ How many originally, vigorous, de-
duce their prefent weak bowels, and crazy-
conftitutions, from the mifchiefs occafioned
by the-ation of the Mercury on the prima
vize,”—Mpr..Cruikthank’s Letfer.

Afterample trial of all the different mer.
eurial preparations in common ufe, I find
that any of them may be fafely and expe-
ditioufly conveyed into-the fyftem from the"
furfaces of the mouth, and that thofe of the’
moft fubtle and aétive kind are equal to
the cure of the moft confirmed difeafe.
Their ftimulating quality. fupplies the place
of friction, which is: only neceflary when
any of the milder preparations are em--
Il'lUYICdt

E, 3 ¢“ The:
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Objections to Mercurial Qintiment.

« The frition of Mercurial Ointment
is 1o many people one of the moft dil-
agreeable : things in- the world.  It’s:
leaden colour, contrafted with the fkin,
makes it look dirty. It has a. particu-
larly offenfive fmell, independent of that
of the turpentine, or balfam. of {fulphur,.
which may have been: employed in extin--
guithing the quickfiver. From the cir-
cum{tance that half an hour’s friction,.
or even that of a whole hour, if ever fo
well performed, will: not commonly ef-
feét a toral abforption of the omtment,.
the fkin is generally left a little {meared:
with it : after the procefs is over, as it 1S,
oily it does hot evaporate,, or dry readily,
and will eafily ftick to whatever 1t
touches. - Patients are ebliged to fleep 1n
flannel drawers to prevent the ointment
from getting through and daubing the
bed clothes. They muft be frequently:
changing thefe drawers, conftantly wathr
ing the {kin; or, as wafhing off the omnt-
ment would retard - rather than forward:
the cure, they muft remain: dirty for fix
weeks, or perhaps three months toge-
ther ; and if by accident any part of the

“ qint-
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& eintment gets upon their linem, fromm
“ iU's colour it is very apt to give the
¢ alarm. in. families,, and: lead: to. difagree-
¢ able difcoveries.”’ |

- M. Cruikdhank’s Lesser..

- Bri Manning, in his Pradtice of Phyfic,.
on the fubject of my mereurial procefs ob-
ferves as follows; ‘¢ By this method we:
not only aveid the inconveniencies of, unc-.
ton, but the purgative efficts that are-
often produced by mercury when taken. in-.
o the ffomach,”

With.refpe to'a regimen in the treat-
raent of the Lues, abftinence and low:
living certainly retard“tlie cure. Perfons:
afllicted with this diftemper, are much fub-
Ject vo defpondenay; and living more freely,
now, than.at other times, raifes the {pirits.
of the patient, and contributes to. his cure.
by co-operating with the medicine ;. there-
fore I thall continue to recommend that
practice, at the fame time fhould object as.
ftrongly as any othen practitioner, to every
indulgence that might be: prejudicial. [t
has been faid, that people under a courfe of:
mercury cannot be kept:too warm, which:
i8 true only when the merecury affets the

fto-
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fornach or bowels, or greatly ‘opens the:
pores of the fkin: bur from the wvery
mild operation of mercury on the fyftem in-
my method, patients are expofed: to all
weathers, without injury to. the conftitu-
non..

Dr. Krokn on this fubje@ fays, *¢ this
mode agrees better ‘with people who are
debauchees, having had effential proof of
this afiertion in: a patient who drank all:
kinds of ftrong liquors, was fcarcely ever:
in bed for a week together, till break of
day, and was. much expofed to.cold damp’
air..” |

R as =

‘A Recapitulation ef Objetlions 1o the commen.
Methods of adminiftering MERCURY,
accompanied with [ome new Ob/feruationss.
and conveying a feort and pointed View of
the Whole.

Lues is- a venereal infection in: the:

mafs of blood;. and 1s to be cured by:

¢hrowing a fuflicient quantity of mercury.
into the fyftem to expel.it.

There
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There are many ways of conveying nier-
cury into the circulation of the blood.

The ufual. methods are by pills, bo-
lufes, and draughts, and alfo by outward
application of mercurial ointment.

The firft three are conveyed by the
mouth into the ftomach, where the mer-
curial - particles are in part abforbed by
the lymphatic vefitls of that organ, and
conveyed into the blood ; alfo by the fame
veflels in the inteftines, and frequently the
greateft portion of the mercury efcapes out
of the body by this outlet, having firft irri-
tated the animal ceconomy throughout the
whole of the canal, | :

Mercury may be prevented from pafiing
downwards by joining gprum with it, which
takes off its flimulus, and generally pre-
vents its purgative effeéts ; but this often
creates ficknefs and reaching, and.fhakes
the whole nervous fyftem. '

Two grains of mercury taken up into'the
blood by the mouth, wil] produce as power-
tul an effect on the fyften, as twenty graing
thrown into the ftomach, on the pre-
fumption that eighteen of the twenty make
their exit downwards: we reckon only
what gets inta the fyftem, for what paf-
fes through, 4s /o, and certainly better

had
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had never been given. The ftomach re-
fembles a fink with a grate in it, and is not
conftruéted to retain mercury.

Mercurial ointment cures by being taken
up into the blood by the abforbents of the
external fkin, and when introduced there,
by operating on the whole vafcular fyftem,
and expelling the venereal poifon by ‘the
different fecretions and excretions of the
body.

The objeftions to this mode of practice
are, Firft, thatit:is dirty and difagreeable ;
that it is commonly flow and tedious: that
it requires too much labour for perfons
in a weak ftate, and if the friction is .per=
formed by othier hands than their own, that
one half of the ointinent, or MOIG, muft in-
fallibly be loft to the patient, and may
prove very injurious to the paity who ap-
plies it.

Mercurial ointment affects the ftomach
or bowels, and brings on purging ; info-
much that it is not uncommon for patients,
both in public and private practice, to die
ander a courfe of unétion, of violent cho=
lics, accompanied by fanguinary and other
flukes, and this happens by the quantity of
mercury abforbed proving an overbalance

for the conflitution.
Prac-
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Practitioners do not accurately know
what quantity of mercury may be given,
and what quantity of it will take effect, as
different conftitutions require different dofes.
Five grains of mercurial ointment will take
more efte on one fubjeét, than fifty on
another ; after ufing it ten or fifteen days
fucceffively, no vifible effe may be pro-
duced on the conftitution; yet, on the
eighteenth or twentieth, a falivary flux may
commence, and continue for a fortnight
or three weeks, and the patient’s ftrength
become exhaufted, At this juncture thould
a diarrbza unfortunately take place, it
carries off the patient in a few hours, not-
withftanding all the endeavours of the moft
ikilful of the faculty.

I bhave made ufe of fuch arguments
as have occurred to me in behalf of this
new method, and have advanced nothing but
what. my repeated’ experience doth fully
warrant.  If the ideas of other pra&itioners
do not coincide with mine, [ fhall be
happy to fee their avowed and printed fen-
timents on this important fubject, divefted
of prejudice and delivered with candour.

Should it be afferted that this method
fometimes fails, let not that declaration pre=
vent the trying it, as this may :be urged

againft

g
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againft all medical practice, and often, no
doubt, with the greateft injuftice.

It is faid that this procefs, by fhorten-
ing the cure and leflening the medicines,
will diminith the fee. The profeffion need
not object to it on that account, as they
are paid, not for their medicive, this being
no objeét, but for their fkill and. judge-
ment. Patients of liberal difpofitions will
always be pleafed with difparch and make a
handfome return: and others will find therr
intereft alfo in behaving in the fame equi-
4able manner.

E. . LN, -4y 18

Publifhed by the [aine Auther, in two Pocket
Volumes, in boards. Price 5s.

A New and eafy Method of Curing the
I.ues VENEREA : with an Eflay on Ag-
scrssEs, and other obfervations in Surgery.
The 3d edition ; towhich 1s added a Letter
to. Dr. Buchan, on the Modern Practice of
InocurLatioN : alfo Mifcellaneous Remarks
by feveral Gentlemen of the Faculty in fa-
vour of the Ngw MobpE of adminiftering
Mercury :  with anatomical Platesof the
Villi, or Packets of Abjorbent Veflels.
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introducing MERCURY into the SYSTE M,
through the Oririces of the ABSORBENT
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T O .
Mr. CLARE, Sy RGEO N,

CHANCERY-LAN E.

i 2

Icommunicate to You with that degree
. of pleafure and fatisfaction which 1s
eafier to be conceived than exprefled by
generous and liberal-minded men, (whofe
grand object is Philanthropy,) a very ob-
ftinate Syphilitic cafe, which occurred to
me in my practice at the time I was
furgeon of his Majefty’s Jbip, Heart of Oak.
This cafe had refifted a thorough mercu-
yial courfe, as recommended by Sir Wil-
liam Fordyce, and other men of eminence,
and yielded at laft to the elegant and agree-
able mode difcovered and recommended

a 2 b}(
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by vou in your late ingenious publication,
which merits a candid reception from the
public. This is due to every individual,
who, like yourfelf, communicates his know-
ledge for the good of mankind.

Mr. Bird, at prefent furgeon to the
oallant Lord Hood, was the firft who ad-
vifed me to make trial of your new me-
thod of applying mercury, having often
tried it hunfelf with the greateft fuccefs. 1
confels that at fii ft thought it ftaggered me,
but having feen and proved its good ef-
fects, I am now as much an advocate {or
it, as | was before doubtful of its effica-
cy. After I bad perufed with attention
and macurely confidered your Treatife on
the fubject, [ was ftruck with the persi-
nence of your remarks and ingenuity of
argument, being confiftent with reafon and
founded on anatomical facts ; at the fame
rime [ have been often a witnefs to the
fallacy of the Alterative Plan, with the
difagrecable and dreadful confequences arif-
ing trom mercurial fri¢tion on the extre-
mities. I have known on /bip board, and
on fhore likewile, but more particularly
in the former, dangerous fevers and fatal
diarrhzas f{upervene from that manner

of applying . the mercury ;—I am now

con-
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confining myfelf entirely to fea practice ;
and you will anticipate me in remarking,
that the venereal difeafe conftitutes a great
part of it.—My objection to the Mercurial
unguentous Frictions at fea muft appear
clear and obvious to every practitioner on
that element, and is plainly this: The
unavoidable expofure to the external air
for the fpace of half an hour, while the
procefs of rubbing in the ointment 1s per-
forming in the Cockpit, the place allotted
for the furgeons to examine the fick and
wounded. The refult of fuch treatment is
an obftructed perfpiration, which too fre-
quently terminates in a dangerous febrile
affection, and that of the purrid Kind, and
we are all fenfible how fatally that difcafe
ends on fhip board, by perhaps being com-
municated to half the crew. Advocates
and fticklers for this method of ufing mer-
cury, have not, or'will not attend to the
above interefting particulars : they con-
tend, that the mercurial ointment does not
affect the alimentary canal, fo as to excite
them to evacuate their contents, and that 1t
is eafier conveyed into the circulation, than
when taken into the ftomach in form of
bolufes, miixtures, &ec. that it fooner gets
into the fanguiferous fy(tem, than when
a3 tak
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taken in by the mouth. Be it fo, yet
experience aflures us. that it often does
affect the ftomach, and will be as readily
ablorbed and carried into that wfeful or-
gan 1n the animal eeconomy, as the ape
plication of a faturnine preparation to an in-
flamed leg, which caufed violent cholics,
and other dyfpeptic fymptoms. A cale of
this kind lately occurred to a friend of mine,
a very eminent practitioner in furgery in
this metropolis; and therefore to reafon
from analogy and upen the fame principle,
mercury rubbed on the extremities I have
often feen occafion very violent dia'rheas,
which greatly reduce the patient.

I am fure I have faid no more than what
1s juft and founded on faéts, and falts are
ftubborn things; but men of a certain
defcription, biafled - by particular methods
or fyitems, too frequently prevent the
advancement, and improvement of medical
knowledue, and by eftablithing the whims,
crrors, and opinions of their refpective
Teachers, rather than advancing any new
opinion to the improvement of ‘their pro-

feflion, go on in the old beaten track.—

I know no character fo truly defpicable,
or that deferves the reproach and indignation
of {ociety more, thanthe man who defpifcs

' the



frigs

the knowledge of rules of feciences in the
practice of a liberal art, when the moft in-
valuable and precious of all human blef-
fings, health and its attendant comforts,
are at {take.—Let us, as men profefling a
liberal :{cience, fhake off prejudice, and
confcientioufly and judicioufly adopt that
mode which is- confiftent with reafon, and
crowned with fuccefs,— I am convinced
that the majority of the Naval Surgeons,
candidly fpeaking, will firengthen thefe my
juft aflertions, and conclude with me ‘in
obferving, that your mode of ufing mer-
cury is the mof agrecable, the moft [afe,
and the moft efficacious of any practifed
fince this direful malady made its appear-
ance in Europe, which is now near three
centuries ago. Happy will it be for man-
kind when generally adopted, and I hope
foon to fee it rife fuperior to the mean
attacks of illiberal - minded men, wheo
can beftow no praife but on themfelves.
If in thefe few and incorre&t remarks I
contribute in the leaft degree to make it
more extenfively embraced, I fhall think
it one of the happieft periods of my life :
for nothing rejoices me more than to fee
men of merit meet with their defert, I
fhall fclect one of feveral fuccefsful cafes.

A
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A young gentleman, a midthipman, aged
twenty years, came on board the FHeart of
Qak ,on September the 2oth, 1781. His
fymptoms were as follows, a violent head-
ach, no&urnal pains in his bones, a large
foul undigefted ulcer in his left tonfil, a
large chancre on the preputium, a heat in his
urethra attended with a great fcalding when
he made water, but notwithftanding all
thefe terrible appearances he was able to gor
about. Upon my requefting to be informed
of every thing relative to the rife and pro-
orefs of the difeafe ; he told me that it was
contratted at Pertfmouth about four months
previous to his being ordered on board the
Heart of Oak. Itfirft appeared with a very
troublefome irritation in the urinary paf-
fage, which feized him about four days
after this impure connection, and for fome
days encreafed notwithftanding his imme-
diate application to the furgeon of the fhip
he was then on: board of, being a guardfhip
at Spithead. He gave him, as he faid, al-
mond emulfions, with nitre, falts and man-
na, and ordered him to dilute freely with
barley water, linfeed tea, and other fuch
demultents. Venzfe€tion was not omitted.
In the courfe of ten days, mercurial oint-

ment was ufed very liberally on his thigbs,
for
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for atleaft a month, with brifk purges at
intervals—The running, he faid, was very
plentiful for the fpace of five or fix weeks,
and at the end of that period, he was
‘thought to be cured ; however, a tew weeks
after, his health was gradually on the de-
clire, ‘with a diminution of appetite,
ftrength, and fpirits ; his fleep was inter-
rupted by pains in his limbs, and nothing
more was adminiftered to him untill he
came on board our thip.—I thought the
‘above tvas a proper cafe to give your mode
a thorough trial, and the refultwas as fol-

lows.: - 3
I directed him to rub-two grains of calomel
on the infide of his mouth twice in the day,
and at the expiration of ten days, his mouth
became tender and his breath affected :
when that event took placé; the -chancre
and uleer in his tonfil put on a kind and
healing_ appearance, granulated well, and
were entirely “healed 1n the fpace of five
weeks after adhertng to this treatment,-—
As for his other fymptoms, the head-
ach, nocturnal pains, &c. at the termina-
tion of feven¥weeks they were perfectly
cured. 1have one remark to make, that
during this mercurial courfe, I Kept up a
conftant forenefs in his mouth, but toak
care
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eare to avoid a fpitting + this was accont-
plithed by defifting from rubbing when
the forenefs ran too high. It was furprifing,
that from the firft fortnight after he had
ufed the calomel, he recovered his appetite
and {pirits, gathered ftrength daily, and be-
came fat upon it.—1 am afraid, Sir, I have
encroached too much on your patience, but
believe me I feel a fenfible pleafure 1n the
relation of thefe facts. This one of the
many cafes in which I have had an op-
-portunity of proving its fuperior efhicacy,
alone is a fufficient incitement tO prefer
st above all other methods. That it may
be attended with a conftant uniform courfe
of fuccefs, is the fincere wifh of, Sir,
Your very humble Servant,

Wellel
s i v o

PO 4T 8 G Rl P T

Licutenant in the Navy, in the month of No-
A vember, 1781, had contracted the Lues Ve-
herea, for which he had been bled freely, had taken:
rough mercurial purges, and had been ordered to
abftain from all itrong lic}um's. By means of this -
fevere treatment, and the diforder together, he was
become greatly emaciated, in which {tate he :1pplicd
to me ; and:by the ufe of your method, :111:1.:1..11115111:

ree
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Free regimen, he foon recovered his health, When I
propofed his rubbing a little powder on his lips, he
feemed much prejudiced againft 1t, gnd turned %
:hto ridicule, faying, * What can thatdo *”” but on
my explaining the nature and operation of the pro-
cefs, he confented to make a trial of 1it, and after-
wards thanked me very kindly for my great atten-
tion and care of him.

I have been affured by feveral perfons, that they
have repeatedly cured themfelvea_b}r_follnwing the
diretions given in your book, which in all Prnbabi-
Jity will caufe your method to be brought nto ge-
neral ufe, a circumitance moft devoutly to be wifhed
for the good of mankind.?

I may probably communicate to you, another
time, the whole of this cafe, with fome others, in
which I have experienced its happy effects.

To fum up in few words the merits of your prac-
tice, 1am convinced that many lives, which are de-
firoyed by confumptions arifing from a violent courfe
of mercury, might have been preferved unhurt, by

adopting your mild and falutary procefs.
Wwm. TURNBULL.

A Letter from Wy, TURNBULL, M, D.
to Mr. CLARE, Surgeon.

DEARrR Sir,

N reading your late publication, with regard to
the application of mercury, to the infide of

the mouth, &c. with more advaatage than from an
other mode offered to the public, d was fo pleafed
with the fimplicity and neatnefs of the method, that
1 was determined to adopt it the firft opport mity. I
fhall not trouble you with a narrative ot particular
cafes, of which you have had many from different
correfpondents ; I can, however, from feveral ir
ftances

il
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{tances aflure you, that I have feen.more {peedy and
falutary effects from your method, than from any other
yet held forth to the public. - With regard to the
doctrine of abforption, I do not fuppofe any perfons
acquainted with the animal fyitem, and the hiffory
of phyfic, will refufe their aflent toit. And this being
taken for granted, wherever the friction can be mo-
derately ufed #o the thin cuticular inney furfaces of the
body, every perfon converfant with the fubject, muft
rationally conclude, that #hre it will prove moit ef-
fetual. Much might be faid in fupport of your hye
pothefis, but after what thofe ingenious Gentlemen,
Dottor Hunter and Mr. Cruikfhank, have advanced
in fupport of the doctrine of abforption, and in com-
mendation of your difcovery, it would be fuperflu-
ous to urge any thing more upon the {udject.-—~
Give meleave only to fay, that 1 do not think there.
has been a greater difcovery fince SYpENHAM'S ime,
except the modern treatment of inflammatory feverss,
efpecially that of inoculation, in which improvement
the candid Baron Dimf{dale claims the greateft ment
from the publick. No perfon of liberal fentiments
will condemn your’s or any other new method, until
they make a fair trial thercof, efpecially as you have
advanced nothing inconfiftent with; or contradictory
to the prefent practice, in the treatment of the Venereul
Difeafe.——The expofing perfons to the cold air, and
indulging them in the frec u (e of cold water for their
drink, even in the natural fmall-pox, had far greater
difficulties to ftruggle with, than the praciice you
have recommended. i

If any thing that I have fiud n confequence of
your liberal and ingenious publication can :1ﬂqrd you
any fatisfaction, I will occnﬁt}nally communicate to
you in future whatever may fall under my obferva-

tion. And am, DiARr Siwr,
Y our obedient Servant,
Wellclefi-Sqrarey Wy, TURNBULL, M. D.

Fan. 25, 1753,
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To Mr. GEAR E, ISLll'gi:‘mi;
5 I-R, '

T OON afterthe Publication I faw your two little

Volumes. Your Hypothelis I immediately
‘embraced; being irrefiftibly ftruck with its Ratio=
mality. I diretly and clearly conceived how much
eafier Calomel and Saliva would be abforbed than
the vifcid Subftance of an Ointment ; and how much
more eligible fuch a Mode muft be, under the Ideas
of Eafe and Elegance. I moreover admired your
Manner of applying it—How much more readily
the internal Surtace of the Mouth or the Lips muit
abforb than any external part of the Body, where
Subftances capable of being abforbed have both
Cuticula and Cutis to pafs! Befides, I was convinced

of it, from theready Entrance this #irus meetswith;

and from the fpeedy and effedtual communication

- of 1ts direful Efteéts, as in the Cafe of an Ulcer in
- the Lip coming into Contact with that of a found

Perfon., Thefe, Sir, were my Refleftions, on read-
ing yﬂur B[]Dk; Hnd I ‘Hrml}r llﬂ.[d rh-ET'I'!. tﬂ thiﬂ Hﬂ'l..l.l'.‘-
I cannot here omit mentioning your Sentiments

- touching my worthy Teacher, Dr. Hugh Smith’s

Injections; firft, of Bland Oil; afterwards of a Solu-
tion of White Vitriol. You are the only Surgeon
that I ever found would even bear the Mention of
fuch an Injection; but it was becaufe tliey nevet
gave themfelves Time to confider the Principles on
which it was founded. But you have candidly con-
fidered, and handfomely defended them. I can onl
add my warmeft Wifhes, that your truly laudable
and difinterefted Purfuits may be fucceeded by grow-
ing and lafting Fame and Opulence; who am,
though not fo happy as to know you, Sir,

Your obliged humble Servant,

S. SAUNDERS,

Borebam-wood,
ear Barnet, Herts,



To Mr. ¢ L A R E, Surgeon,
S IR,
ALieutenant in the Navy, in.the Month of '

November, 1781, contrated Stpuvris, §
for which he had been bled freely, taken rough
Mercurial purges, and been ordered to abftain [l
from all ftrong liquors.  From this fevere treatment, §
and the diforder together, he was greatly ema-.
ciated; in which ftaze he applied to me. By the
ufe of your method, and a free regimen, he foon
recovered his health., When I propofed his rub-
bing a little powder on his lips, he feemed much
prejudiced againtt it, faying, ¢ What can that do ”
But on my explaining the nature and operarion of
the procefs, he conf:nted to make a trial ol it ; and
afterwards thanked me for my great attention and
care of him.

I have been affured by feveral perfons, that they
have repeatedly cured themfelves by the dic&ions
in your book ; which! will, in all probability, caufe
your method to be brought into general ule ; a cir=
cumftance devoutly to be wified for the good of
mankind. YT

To{fum' up the merits of your practice in few
words, I am convinced that many lives, deftroyed
by confumptions,’ arifing from violent courfes of
Mercury, might have been preferved by the adop-
tion of your mild and falutary procefs.’

I am, Sir;
Your humble Servﬁnt,'
Wm., TURNBULL,
Sitrgcnn of his Majefty’s Royal Navy.’

“ Hoc ore abforpto fugiunt pallorque fitufque,

i¢ Membraque luxuriant,”
} “ Ovip METAM.
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TH ERE are few Maladies, the effefts of which are
more felt by fociety than thofe of the Venereal Difeafe.
The other evils which attack mankind, very often affeét only
individuals. This feems to include the {pecies in general,
They are, perhaps, only felt at intervals, whereas this is
every day renewed,— It tants as it were the very fource of
life, and defcends from one generation to another.—And
what adds to 1t’s horrors 15, that in proportion to it’s pro-
_;gatiﬂn, it difguifes it’s appearance, and cludes all the
purfuits of Art. No objeét feems more worthy than this
o fix the attention of Government, To prcfﬁwe the pre-

iface, which fhall be more healthy and flrong, are the ob-
fiefts of medicine, in the treatment of a difeafe which at-
acks men in the prime of life, and deprives their country
of thofe fervices, and of thofe defcendants from them,
which the had a right to expeét. Dimimfhed population,
' oeneration of the {pecies, weaknefs in the State : Thefe

Of MERGURIAL FricTiOoNS.

IF the patient rubs in the mereury him{elf, he foon tires,
and the frition is incomplete,—I£ it is an afhftant who does

s, the fame inconvenience may happen.—It often occurs
FI at the texture of the fkin prevents the parucles of mercury
iom penetrating through 1t's pores, and the eintment which

f-_f £ps thﬁm divided becomes an ubﬂacic to. th.::lr pavffage st

8 10 the quantity that 18 abfo:b:cl, and very often Iittl{: or
10 diminution of the fymptoms. On the other hand if the

B texture
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‘texture of the {kin is very loofe, and the ointiment 1s applie

‘unttion,”
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with force, the particles of the mercury will be eafily ak
jorbed, and will be liable te flimulate the fecretory organ
more or lefs, according to the temperament of the paticrde
Sc. Even in this method,. from too much mercury, the
will ofien be exceflive Salivation, Diarrhea, &c. whi
awill weaken the patient, and render 1t impoffible for hu
to receive the neceffary and proper quantity of the remed:
As we are often obliged to repeat the friftions after the oil
nent has been rubbed on every part of the body, the grez
and filth which remain upon the {kin, are often an obft
ts the farther admiffion of mercury. We may add to th

that the patient’s linen becoming imbibed with greafe a |
fweat, incommodes him by it’s feetid odour, and infects 1
air he breathes, Thefe are net the only INCoNveniences:

Of MercuRrY taken internally.

“ "T'HE "efficacy of mercury being once known, it
cafily - conceived, that it might be pofhble to ntroduc:
- 1o the mafs of blood through the prime viee. This {yl
gave nfe 10 4l the various preparations which have be
at different times, introduced into ufe, fuch as Caler
Panaceas, different Linds of Asthieps, Cinnabar, and |
rious preciprtates, &c. Butit was foon acknowledged
the moft difcerning, that all thefe remedies being aln
wholly infoluble, afted chiefly on the organs of digeft:
{o that commonly only a very {mall portion of them pa
oto the mafs of blood. Sometimes indeed it hap

that by:a particular difpofition of the abforbing veflels

&y the afliftance of .a more abundant fluid, too muc.
| | )



E e

hem was takén up, and thus occafioned {welling of  the
slands, erofions of the mouth and tongue, and very often
falivations, which were difficult to be -ﬂupped. If on the
sther hand the medicines remained too long in the flomacii
or inteftines, they produced difagreeable accidents, fuch
2 naufea, vomiting, colic, diarrha, dyfentery, erofions;
and even ulcerations, throughoutthe whole inteftinal canal.”

¢ BOERHAAVE had mentioned corrofive fublimate, as
a powerful remedy which might fucceed in fome defperate
i‘ ifcafes. He recommended it, indeed, to be direfted only
v thie hands of experienced and prudent Phyficians, but
E'é ouglit furely to have forefeen, that it would not fail to
e adininiftered by the rafh and the ignorant. W hen ap-
nlied to the flefh, glands, or bones, the {fublimate occafions
an ¢fthar, and defiroys their orgamzation. . Ifiitis diffolved

n a fmall quantity of water, it produces the fame effetts,

'e pifture of what is going on within, Ought we then to
be furprized if the fublimate, when received into the flomach,

nembranes, as to injure it’s fun€hions, and occalion naufea,
Ve itings, violent colics, and fometimes even convulfions ?
We may fay more than this, we may add, that fo far from
fefolving the infpiffated Lymph, 1t will produce a contrary
¢ffcét by tending to condenfe it fhill more, and thus occafion-
ing effe€ls very oppofite to the intentions of the Phyfician.
All this 1s proved by the eafieft experiments, if we add
ohly a weak folution of the fublimate to the lymphalic part
;&'the blood, and expofe it to the degree-of animal heat,
I will very quickly condenfe and coagulate, I have had
.occafion
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occafion to fee a great number of patients, who had uf!
it with great precaution, and yet were attacked with na
colics in the epigallric regions, and fometimes through t:
whole abdomen. The venereal {fymptoms had, perha
difappeared, but the patients were languid; their appe
was depraved ; they had naufea, great difficulty of digefti
a flow fever, and conftantly complained of pains about t
flomach. At length, in fome cafes, there came on an alm
total retention of the aliment, occalioned by a refiftance :
the Pylorus, or lower orifice of the flomach. I ha
opened the bodies of feveral who have died in this way,
1 have in fome found the pylorus fo contraled, thats
would hardly admit a common probe; it appeared like :
Efchar; and this fometimes extended to the Duodenur
which wasaffeéted in like mauner. 1 have fometimes fou
the Mefentery and Mefocolon indurated andthickened, 3
even the coats of the inteftines themfelves {o imbibed |
this cauftic liquor, that I was able to remove them w»
great eafe, as it were by layers. The pancreas was
{chirrous, and in fome degree friable: In others who h
died confumptive after taking the fublimate, I have fou
the lungs hard and {chizrous, with all the bronchial
tumified and hardened, and the internal furface of the
covered with a purulent fantes. The glands of the r
{entery, the axillary glands, aod thefe which accompany |
jugular veins were likewife enlarged and extremely -hard:
Vide Lalonette on Fumigaiion.
e ————

By the New Mope of AbsorPTI0 N the ab
difagrecable and pesmicious confequences are happi
avaided,
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Dear Sir;

AHE human mind is delighted with in-
veftigating the origin and progrefs of

any ufeful invention, but as it is generally
impoffible to find out the cafual hints which
give rife to difcoveries, or trace the‘fteps by
which they arrive at perfeftion, this defire”
can feldom be fatisfied. With a view, how--
ever, to gratify your curiofity in this refpelt,
I.fhall prefent you with an account of the:
difcovery -of a new mode of adminiftering
Mercury in the cure of the Venereal Difeafe, -
at prefenta {ubjeét of- much converfation and -
interefting. debate in this metropolis.
It is now almoft generally allowed, that
the virulent poifon of . this contagious Difeafe
was broughtinto Europe about the ¢lofeof the-

B. fourteenth
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. fourteenth century, by the firft adventurers
* wha difcovered the continent of America :|
And it is doubtful whether the introduction:
of an evil, which fo immediately affets the!
origin of life, does not more than counter-
balance all the advantages that have beer i
derived from the difcovery of that quarteif
of the globe. The contagion of this direfu.

Ak : . |
tend its .ravages among the inhabitants o3

thefe regions:  This fell dileale, howewe 1
is not without an effeCtual remedy.  Mer:
cury, if judicioufly adminiftered, isprobably;
capabile of curing it in every ftage; and il
is remarkable, that the antidote is producecy
in greateft abundance in thofe very region:
whence the bane originated. ' The power:
of this mineral in expelling the Venereas
Virus, might have ftill remained unknowm
had not ParacELsus arifen at the very tim

of its introdu@ion into Europe, a bold em)
‘piric, who contemned the timid - practice -o\ff
former phylicians, and profefied to performs

wonderful cures. by means of chemical pre:
parations:
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parations, By this man, the virtues of mer=-
cury, in CUring this and other difeafes, were -
£t demonfirated,  Since that time: phyfici~*
ans have béen conftantly employed in in«
venting various preparations, and trying dif-
ferent modes of adminiftering this remedy. -
‘But they found that, like all other active -
| medicines, when taken into the flomach, al=
tho’ it might cure the difeafe, it materially -
injured the conftitution. Mercury, when -
chymically prepared, is faid, by antient chy-
mifts, to be. compofed of Spicule, or tharp
- pointed chryftals, which vellicate and wound
' the tender coats of the ftomach. The mo-
derns define it to be an-acrid faline quality
in the mercury. ‘The injurious elfects,
" however, are the {ame in either eafe.~—The .
' vegetable kingdom. was then explored in
queft of a milder antidote for - this diforder,
but withour fuccefs ; for .altho’ fome plants
" may aflift in the cure, yet in this country
none can be. depended .upon: aloze -as an -
effestual remedy.

Whatever. may have been alledged to tiie
eontzary, this allertion.is but. too. well. fup---
B 2 ported: -
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ported by the prefent deplorable fituation of |
the inhabitants of the newly difcovered |:
lands in the fouthern ocean.

The European baneful thirft of curiofity, .
kas intfoduced among thoie, previoufly in- |
nocent and  happy people, a- horrid and §
loathfome- difeafe, rapidly diffufing mifery ';'
and death, and whofe extenfive devaflations 1
they are poffefled of no means to oppofe.

- The deleterious effeéts of mercury, when
taken into the ftomach and inteftines, being |
but too evident, fome more fafe mode of |
introducing it into the habit was much to be Il
defired. 'The only way, however, hitherto' |
employed, of effeting this, by any other
furface than that of the inteflines, is by |,
rubbing mercurial ointment upon the (kin. §
But this procefs is found to be attended with §
fo many inconvenient and difagreeable cir- |

cumftances, that the pratice can never be
~ uriverfally employed.

Mr. Clare’s fituation afforded him oppor- §
tunities of feeing a variety of cafes, where
either |
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either an extreme irritability of the ftomach
and bowels, or an infuperable repugnance to
fwallow medicine, prevented the internal ex-
hibition of mercury ; at the fame time the
method of smunflion was found to be very
difagrecable. This naturally induced him to
fearch for fome more eafy mode of introduc-
ing mercury into the fyftem. An acquraint-
ance with anatomy pointed out the internal
furface of the mouth; as a part from whence
a very great number of abforbent veflels ori-
-ginated, and eafily {uggefted the idea that
- mercury applied there would be abforbed
| with facility, and quickly conveyed into the
circulation. He candidly refolved to make
the experiment firft upon himfelf. Accord-
ingly he applied fmall quantities of calomel,
~ at intervals, to his tongue, and the infide of -
| the cheek, around the orifice of the falivary -
. duét, (where the abforbent veflels are diftri-
buted in great abundance) then rubbing it
- well with his' tongue; and being careful
not to {wallow the faliva, he found to. his
great fatisfaction, its powerful influence on
| the fyfem, and that it produced the defired

effelts
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fefts much fooner than an equal quantity
taken into the ftomach. The peculiar fitnefs |
of this furface for abforption being. thus |
eftablithed, he began .to give mercury in
this. way to his patients, and the event
fully confirmed his own ideas of the pro-
priesy of this pradice. Having found that :
mercury adminiftered in this manner, was- §
as efficacious as when taken into the fto- §
mach; and at the fame time free from all the
bad confequences of that praltice, as well as
the inconveniencies attending the mercurial |
ointment, Mr. Clare has ever fince continued
to employ this method.

Various preparations of mercury have: |
" been applied in this manner, and abforbed,,
although not with equal advantage. = Some |
of them, ftimulating the veflels, are taken:
up with greater rapidity than ‘calomel, but§
their acrimony, when not very carefully cor--§
reCed, is apt to inflame and irritate the:,
the parts to which they are applied. '
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Upon the whole, Mr. Claré appears 1o
eive the preference to calomel, and mercurius
¢aleinatus. as being abforbed ‘with. fufficient
facility, and without injury to the farface of
the mouth® : Nor does he find that mer-
cury when duly adminiftered in this mMmanner,
tends: to ‘run off by the inteftines, a cir-
cumftance which frequently renders it ineffis
cacious when taken into the ftomach.

This falutary pra&ice is not merely. con-
- fined to the adminiftration ‘of mercury,
other remedies, as the [aZ of bark, James’s

- powder, .&c. when applied to the furface of
 the mouth, are found to be abforbed, and
to produce their beneficial effeés vpon the
conftitution, This points out an effectual -

* Mr. CLARE’s general direclions are, to rub half a grain,

. or a gran of calomel, or mercurius calcinatus, according to
the urgency of the complaint, en the furface of the tongue and

. lips, two or three times a-day.  The patient, he fays, is not
under the neceffity of obferving any regimen; or {fubmitting to .
confinement.—~The eafe and fecrecy, with which this. method*;
'\ of cure may be condutled, are obvious:

method
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method of adminiftering - medicine in various-
difeafes, which frequently prove fatal either’ |
from the patient’s repugnance to drugs, or total |
10ability to fwallow ; confequently it is well |
adapted to the convenience of‘children as’ |
well as adults. |

- When this #ew mode of adminiftering mer-
Cury was made public, like all other im--
provements, it met with confiderable oppo- |
fition from many of the faculty; while others §
equally- refpetable, being convinced of its |
utility, gave it their patronage and fupport.. |
It ‘would be. prefumptuous.in me to decide:
upon.its merit, after the: public teflimonies: |
which Dr. Hunter, Mr. Cruikfbank, and other : |
eminent medical gentlemen have given in its /|
favour, |

Mr. Clare's other publications are, a Treatifs -
on the Gonorrbea ; Remarks en the Benefit of |
extending Inoculation, in a letter addrefled to
Dr. Buchan, Author of Domeftic-Medicine ; Ob- §
[fexwations on the lenient Method of treating . §
Wounds and Uicers ; on the Nature and Cure of
Aéfcfﬂ'es, and the great Utility of MEepicAL.
SURG ERY, | '

I am, Bir, &c.









A Lerter from Dr. Kirxianp, to Mr, CrLAgY.

¢¢ DEAR SIR, Afbby, Aug. 18, 83,

Am greatly obliged to you for your Pamphlets, and
for the honorable mention you have made of me.
have read them with pleafure, and approve of the prac-
tice of ufing injections in the cure of the gonorrheea.
It is the ready way to work, nor does it deny the affift-
ance of internal medicines, when virulence or neglect
has made them neceffary. I fincerely wilh you {uccels
in decrying the ufe of /arge quantities of mercury in the
gure of Siphylis ; it is perfeétly unneceflary, always in=-
jurious, and I do believe it has killed multitudes, and
deftroyed the health of millions. I hope to fee the hor-
tid practice of daubing with loads of extinguifhed quick-
filver, laid afide, and I mean to affift in expunging 2
method founded in erroneous principles. I am glad
alfo to fee you turn your thoughts to Medical Surgery ;
and if Surgeons in general would look the fame way,
they woeuld be doing effential fervice w mankind. Wifh-

ing fuccefs in your inquiries, |

1 am, Dear SIR,
Your moift humble Servant,
THO. KIRRLAND.”

e MG TP S o

TJo Dr. KIRKLAND,
Dear Sigr,

ERMIT me to return you thanks for the honour

. of a letter, in which you have been pleafed to ex-
prefs your apptobation of my method of curing the
Gonorrhaea and Siphylis, and alfo of my attention to
Medical Surgery. Nothing can give me more pleafure
Ehan your a_ddltiunul teftimony, which muft have great
influence with the public, and the faculty, by whom
your knowledge and judgement is held in the higheft
effimation. It is incumbent on me to announce to the
world, that your Sentiments, Sir, coincide with thofe

of
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of my other Medical Friends, who have come forth and
declared their entire difapprobation of the common, dif-
agreeable, and injurious modes of adminiftering mer-
cury, and whofe voluntary and candid atteftations,
where health and life are concerned, can never be too
much valued and admired. I fhall take the earlieft op-
portunity of conveying you the third edition of my
book, with an anatomical engraving of the Villi of the
Lips, which probably you may not have feen, and
which I beg youto accept..

I agree with you in thinking, that ¢ if Surgeons in
general would turn their thoughts towards Medical

Surgery, they would do eflential fervice to mankind.”

The knife (however great its merit) feems to have ar-
rived at its ze plus ultra of perfection ; and the moft fan-
guine cannot expeét more from it than has been alread

-experienced ; but Medical Surgery may be ftill in its

infancy, and there are, in all human probability, fome
remedies not known ; aund others, though known, yet

never happily applied, which may hereafter furnith a
cure for cancers, and other diforders at prefent ranged in
the clafs of incurables. QOur attention and diligence
fhould therefore be particularly engaged in this moft
rational purfuit, from which we have nothing to fear,
and every thing to hope.

I am, Dear SIR,
Your moft humble Servant,
e ClARES

P.S. It may.be worth obfervation, that great advan-
tage attends the ufe of faline preparations of mercury,
which diffolving; are more quickly abforbed than other
powders not foluble, and rifing againft their own weight.
The moft acrid of this clafs, when properly mixed, may
be {afely applied to the upper furface of the tongue,
sbierving, for fome time, not te fivallow the faliva.
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N a former Edition of an Essay ow

THE CURE OoF ABsCEssEs, &c. 1 took
notice that it was a frequent obfervation of
M. Pott, that many Gentlemen who came
to the Hofpital to finith their education,
were too apt to fix their attention on the
operative part of Surgery only. Opera-
tions, he obferved, would feldom occur to
them in practice, in comparifon with the
common bufinefs of Abfcefles, Wounds, and
Ulcers , and as thefe muft daily come under
their care, he withed them to endeavour
particularly to make themfelves mafters
of the Healing Art.

From an early initiation in Surgery at the
Hofpital, I became a friend to lenient ap-
plications, inftead of fuch as were of an
irritating nature, which, I obfetved, gave
great pain, and did much mifchief. M.
Pott’s practice, contrafted with that of others,
afforded an opportunity of comparing the "
different effects, and the pupils in general,
whofe young minds had not yet been tinc-
tured with ftrong prejudices, were foon
convinced which method ought to be pur-
fued. s

It has been proverbially faid, that a Sur-
geon fhould have a fleady hand and a hard
heart ; the firft, isa qualification highly expe-
dient, the latter, I fear, is often productive of
much mifchief; perfons having been edu-
cated to Surgery, for reafons which ought for
ever to have excluded them,—becaufe, they

B2 were
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were by nature cruel, and loved to torment.
That there are, and have been, too manv
of fuch difpofirions, in every age and in
every -country, cannot be denied; and this
has probably been the reafon that Surgery
has made fuch flow advances towards per-
feCtion.” I have feen a perfon feared with a.
hot iron, which threw him into a fever,
and he died in confequence.  Other in-
flances of unjuftifiable feverity have occurred, |
even of late days, and fome are entered on
record ; thus much is advanced for truth’s
fake, and _in juftification of what 1 have
before afferted 5 to fay more, however juft,
might {cem invidious. .

To the honour of many modern Sur-:
geons, the art has been improved in all ifR.
branches, but in none fo much as what .
concerns the healing province. Surgery has,
in all ages, been accounted a DiviNE ART;
which it then only is, when conducted on
right prineiples, and made to conduce to
the eafe and prefervation of mankind.
~—1 hope the liberty Ihavetaken inthe
following pages, of extralting from the
works of others, will not give them offence,
or be imputed to me as a fault ; my prin-
cipal Motive is to furnifh Inftruction and
Improvement from their ingenious labours,
not meaning in any refpect to injure them.
—By borrowing rays from LUuMINARIES,
we extend the influence without diminifh-
ing their LusTRE.,

Chancery-Lane,
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Of Abfeeffes ; their Nature and Cure.

N Abfcefs is a colletion of matter commonly
feated in the cellular or adipofe membrane, and
{fometimes terminates in difperfion. Its formationis
attended with pain and fever, and generally with
fhiverings, all which are the fymptoms of a conftitu-
tion labouring under fome morbid attack, and being
critical, fhould not be repelled. Emollient poultices,.
and anodyne fomentations poflefs a relaxing power,
take off tenfion, and give eafe. Blecding, under cer-
tain circumftances promotes maturation ; but this muft
be followed with caution. Abfcefles, in old people,
in dropfical, and bad habits, tend to a mortification,
When ripe, they fometimes break and do well ; but.
as the orifice is apt to clofe too foon, it may be found
neceflary to keep 1t open by frequent and gentle prei-
fure, and fometimes by a flight touch of lunar cauilie..
Surgeons, however, ufually prefer largeropenings by
the knife or cauftic pafte.®* With réfpect to the
pain from a cauftic, compared with that from the
knife, it is but little, efpecially when: applied to a.
aool, uninflamed fkin, aswhen we make an iffue ;. or,.
when the matter 13 quite formed, and the ikin thin,
foft, and eafy to the touch. On an inflamed part, the
cauftic muft undoubtedly be painful; § yet. if we may

B 3 Judge

# Caufitic : mitius, Pharm. Lond..

4+ Should it be neceflary however, in fuch a fituation to
employ the cauflic, it may be mixed with opium.—« Wit)i-
 in this lalt twelve-month only, fays Mr. ElMe, we
t¢have mized opium with our cauilic, and we have re-.
“ {fon to think it greatly leffens the pain, infomuch that.
“ {everal patients have fallen aflecp during its operation;,
¢ and all have owned that it was very ealy to bear; nor

doces

—————
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judge from what our patients fay, and appear to {uffer,
it is by no means {o fevere as the knife; I mean all-
together confidered. Neither 1s there any of the ter-
ror that accompanies the knife, a circumftance of
great moment with timorous minds; fear being as

reat an evil as pain itfelf. A cauftic of the dimen-
ﬁ{ms of a fix-pence is generally fuflicient for the
largeft Abfcels, and makes a free vent for the difcharge
of matter. I have known many Abfcefles near the
. reéfum opened thus in a depending part, and cured in
a very fhort time with the greateft eafe, and as eficc-
tually as if there had been an incifion of feveral
-inches in length; and often Abfcefies here will break,
and having no communication with the inteftine, will
_cure themfelves without the affiftance of an -artificial
_aperture. When -they become fiftulous, the cafe is
altered, and a divifion of the finus is required. This
‘is beft performed with the probe-pointed knife, re-
commended by Mr. Pott in preference to the {ciffars,
which being intolerably painful, ought therefore to
“be difcarded. Wounds made by a cauftic have no
jagged lips, or callous inverted edges, nor /fmufes ;
being quite open, they are drefled with the greateft
.eafe, but not, when made with the knife, thefe being
both painful to drefs and difficult to cure. As the
wound heals, where a cauftic has been applied, the
circumjacent fkin draws in, and very little new {kin
s wanted. One cauftic does the bufinefs, but rarely
doth one incifion fuffice. I knew a furgeon who loit
a patient fome years ago, by infiting on making

one incifion more in his pofteriors; the gentleman
would

¢ does the opium appear in the leaft to defiroy the virtue
¢ of the.cauftic.” Mr. Elfe recommends the cauilic in
the cure of the hydrocele in preference to the ]-:ni.f:, altho’
he wae a dexterous operator. Cauflics fometimes give
fo lirtle pain, that having been a?phud as comimon plaif<
¢rs, and reprefented as fuch to the patient, he has not
Lnown that he has undergone this operation. This can,
never be alledged in favour of the knife, the pain from,

which is generally very acute.
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would not fubmit, but took a certain quack medi-
cine of the cordial invigorating kind, and the fuus,
which the furgeon had defired to lay open with the
_knife, got well withoutit. The patient exulting on
the occafion, and giving the merit of the cure to the
medicine, the furgeon obferved that he had done the
- bufinefs by the knife. ¢ It may be fo, (replied the
patient) but it is plain you was miftaken then, and
by the fame rule, you might be {fo before.”” The
_knife which ought to be the laft refort, is too often
the firlt, with thofe who are fond of difplaying it;
- though a good and neceflary inftrument in many cafes,
in the hands of an expert, judicious, and humane
{urgeon; yet when employed by others, it 1s too often
the reverfe, proving both mifchievous and " cruel,
.The fafe and proper ufe of it can only be acquired
by firlt fceing the operations of others, and after-
wards by practice, but never from books alone,
without anatomical {kill, and manual experience.

Mr. Pott attributes many of the cures, faid to be
performed by quack medicines, to the efiect of Nature
alone. ¢ Without intending any thing upon an honeft

- or a rational principle, fays he, Empirics, for want
of knowing what to do properly, drefs with fome
{uperficial ointment or plaifter, and leave the conduct
of fores to Nature, who, when the impediments of’
dreflings (which often offend either in quantity or
quality) are removed, will do much more than her
too officious affiftants believe.” Isit not poflible that
fuch a medicine might cafually reftore a bad con-
ftitution ? I {hould.cenceive 1t might ; if fo, it thews
the utility and neceffity of Medical * Surgery, which,
I believe, 1f more attended to in practice, and better
underftood, might often effect cures in diforders where
the ma-nu'nl cx'r::r{:_il"c of the knife had failed, and
brought difcredit on the healing art. The propriety
therefore of having the beft medical aid’on thefe oc-

cafions

* See Dr. Kirkland’s Enquiry into the Prefent Srate of
Medical Surgery, including the analogy between extera
nal apd internal diforders, and the infuliél‘ilbllily of thefe,
branches of the fame profefiion, '

e —
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cafions will not be denied. I entirely agree with

Mr. Pott, ¢ That the boaft of univerfal fpecifics,
of remedies infallibly preventative of difeafes, and
of means whereby chirurgical operations may be ren-
dered totally. wunneccffary, 1s the language of quackery,
and not of fcience.”

‘¢ The prefervation of any part of the human frame, fays
Mr. P. has, at leaft, as much meritas the moft dexterous
manner of removing it; and there are many diforders
{trictly within the furgeon’s province, the manage-
ment of which will require more real tkill and judge-
ment, than are neceflary for the mere performance of
any operation whatever; not to add, that the power
and capacity of a practitioner, are full as otten fhewn
by preventing an operation, as in performing it.”

¢ Surely, fays Dr. Kirkland, the fuffering the
medical practice of furgery to degenerate, 1s difgrace-
ful to the feience, and highly injurious to fociety.

For he who omits to inform himfelf in the methods.
of preventing operations, will perform more than are:
neceflicy ;. and many a limb, which might, I am per-.
{fuaded, have been faved, has been taken off, becaufe-
the operator had-never attended preperly to the art of
healing.. Every blockhead can amputate a leg 5 but how.
much more praife worthy is he, whofe fEill enables:
him to effeét a cuve, and preferve the limb? The dif--
cerning part.of mankind will efteem him ; .hﬁ will ever-
be diftinguifhed from the-herd who are incapable of:
giving Nature proper affiftance under difficulties, and:
his own refleétions will fully reward him for the pains,
he may have taken in gaining that knowledge his.
profeflion requires.’”’—Thefe obfervations, founded in,
truth and humanity, are powerful' arguments to 1n-.
duce pupils to attend minutely to. every circumftance -
which may advance the hc.ahhg art, an art of the
greatelt importance to mankind, and by a proper and|
early attention to w hich, the worlt of mistortunes may:
eften be prevented,.

SECTS.
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From Mr.Pott’s * Remarks, Sc. fhewing bis

reafons for opening Abjcefles by Incifion.

L ET us, fays he, firft fuppofe the matter to be
fairly formed; to have made its point, as it is
called ; and to be fit to be let out.”

““ Where fuch point is, that is, where the fkin is

moftthin, and thé flutuation moft ialpable, there the

opening, moft certainly, cuu{ght to be made.”

f¢ Some of our predeceflors, either from a fear,

which almoft neceflarily accompanies the want of

anatomical knowledge, or from an aukwardnefs at-

tending the difufe of a cutting inftrument, adopted the

method of opening thefe (as well as moft other ab-
fcefles) by cauftic.”

‘¢ With all due deference to authority, I will ven-
ture to fay, thatitis in general wrong; and particu-,
larly fo in the prefent cafe,” =

¢ It often gives unneceflary pain; and it produces
4 lofs of fubftance, and a kind of cicatrix, which is
not only unfeemly, but frequently proves a lafting
1nconvenience,”’

““ Some of the patrons of potential fire, do, indeed,
give a fpecious kind of reafon for its ufe; @iz, that it
makes amore large and free opening for the difcharge ;
and that by the time the efcharis feparated, the hollow
underneath is generally more than halt filled up.”

““ In a few (very few) particular cafes, where the
deftruction of glandular parts may become neceffary,

after the efchar.is thrown off, (as in the cafe of vene-

real bubos) there may be fome forcein this argument ;
and cauftics may be found uféful; but in the prefent
cafe, and in moft others, in which they are frecly and
. ¥ vl tres

* Fiftula in Ano,

t+ Comment.—Thelate Mr. Elfe, Surgeon to St. Tho-
mas's Hofpital, was cclebrared for his dexterity as' an

operator, and taught anatomy ; ?rcr he preferred the cauflic
to incifion, in the cure of the hydrocele
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frequently applied, they appear to me tobe highly
improper ; as they neceflarily occafion a lofs of parts,
and a kind of efchar; which is, in general, an inde-
lible blemifh, to fay no worfe, And with regard to
the particular circumftance of the hollow being filled
almoft up, by the time the efchar is fe arated, if the
furgeon will drefs an abfcefs, opened E}r incifion, in
the fame eafy fuperficial manner he does one opened
by a cauftic, he will find the confequence to be the
fame, But, I know not why, a notion has long pre-
vailed, that an abfcefs opened by a knife muft be im-
mediately erammed, and ftuffed ‘with dreffings, while
thut, on which a eauftic has been npelied. muft be
let alone, until the efchar cafts off, Let the one be
trented ns the other is, gund a8 they both ought to be)
and the event will be found to be alike in each; ex=
cepting this material difference in favour of the knife,
that it will not neceffarily occafion any deftruction of
parts, lofs of fubftance, nor any deformity which is at

all comparable with what muit follow the ufe of the
gauftic,”

Mr. Pott ftrongly objeéts to the ufe of feiffars,
becaufe, as he jultly obferves, ¢ they pinch at the
fame time that they cut, and occafion a great deal of
unneceflary pain; and he concludes with i_':l}-'iﬂg, they
are upon all occafions, where mere divifion is re-
quired, a very bad inftrument; they may affift an
aukward or an unfteady hand, but are more fit for a
farrier than a Surgeon,”

—— e R T R R T

On the Dreffing of Sores.

¢ Mr, POTT afks, how fuppuration is to be pro-
duced and maintained ? Not, fays he, by thrufting
in fuch applications, as by their quantity diftend,
and by their quality irritate and deftroy ; but by
drefling lightly, z:nd eafily, with fuch as appeafe,
relax, and foften,’ TR el
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% \Where there are large fores, or confiderable ca-
vities, a great deal will depend on the patient’s habit,
and the care that is taken of it; if that be good, or it

“it be properly corrected, the furgeon will have very
little trouble in his choice of dreffings; all that he will
have to do, will be, to take care that they do not of-
fend cither in quantity or quality : but if the habit be
bad, or injudicioufly treated, he may ufe the whole

-_fnrragn of externals, and enly wafte his own and pa-
tient’s time.”

¢ The firft dreffing. after an operation, fhould be
permitted to continue, until a beginning {uppuration
renders it loofe enough to come away ealily ; and all
the future ones fhould be as light, foft, and eafy as
poffible: confifting only of fuch materials, as ar

likely to promote kindly and gradual fuppuration.

By means of efcharotics and painful dreffings, cafes,
which at firft, and in their own nature, were fimple and
eafy of cure, are rendered complex and tedious.”

Mr. Pott obferves, ¢¢ that cures, which are thought,
by feveral pratitioners, to have been brought about
by a multiplicity of dreflings crammed in tight, and
endeavoured to be kept fo, by all the caution of com-

-prefs and bandage, are very frequently effeted by the
conftant and generally fuccefsful endeavours of Na-
ture, to thruft them forth again: or, at leaft, fo to
difplace them, that fhe gradually gets opportunities of
doing her own bufinefs, in fpite of the impediments
of art, The bufinefs of good furgery is to affitt na-

ture ; but fhe will fometimes get the better even of
the worlt,”
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Obfervations on the Nature s and the Dreffing
of Wounds.*

£$ O conceive rightly of the nature and treat-

ment of woundsunder the variety of diforders
they are fubject to; it will be proper firft, to learn
what are the appearances in the progrefs of healing a
large wound when it is made with a fharp inflrument,
and the conflitution is pure. In this circumitance,
the blood weflels, immediately upon their .divifion,
bleed freely,  and continue bleeding till they are either
ftopped by art, or at length contracting and withdraw-
ing themfelves into the wound, their extremities are

~ fhut up by the coagulated blood.. The hzmorrhage

(bleeding) being ﬁ(}}?pﬁd, the next occurrence 1n about

twenty four hours, is a thin ferous difcharge, and a

day or two after, an increafe of it, though fomewhat

_thickened, and offenfive in its fmell. In this ftate it

up, w

continues two or three days without any great altera-
tion, from which time, the matter grows thicker and
lefs offenfive ; and when the bottom of the wound fills_
ith little granulations of flefh, it diminifhes in
its quantity, and continues doing fo, till the wound is
entirely fkianed over.”

« The firft ftage of healing, is called Digeffion v
: -t the

% See Mr. Sharp’s Introduftion to a Treatife on the
Operations of Surgery.

+ Comment——=—Inthe firlt Stage, that of Digeftion,
which is_the formation of good pus on the {urface of a
{ore, oilydreflings are aa:plim.l warm, but ncvcrfh;;.uld be hot,
as they would be painful ; and mild eafy remedies only are
proper. It may be doubted if there are any applications
which aétually promote digeftion ; but thefe may be con-
fidered in effeét digeftives, fince they givenn Interruption
to Nature in this bufinefs; whilit painful drefings,

falfely called digeftives, defeat the very purpole they
were
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the fecond, or filling up with flefh, Jucarnation :* and
the laff, or fkinning over, Cicatrization .+

¢ In recent wounds made by a fharpinftrument, dry
lint is generally the beft drefling throughout the cure.
At firft it ftops the blood with lefs injury than any
ftyptic powders, or waters ; and afterwards, by abforb-
ing the matter, which, in the beginning of fuppuration,
is thin and acrimonious, it becomes in effect, a digeftive :
during incarnation, it is the fofteft medium that can
be applied between the roller and tender granulations,
and, at the fame time, it1s an eafy comprefs upon the
{prouting fungus."” |
2 ¢ Over
were intended to promote. This is an att of the con-
ftitution, and when that is in a_ good ftate, digeltion
advances properly. When the circulation is languid, and
the Vis Vita: defeftive, nature mufl be affifted by cordial

reftoratives, which are of more fervice at this timg,
than any external applications whatfoever.

* OF INCARNATION.—The fecond Stage, that of
Incarnation, 1s when the wound begins to fill up with
granulations of flefh, and when thefe are of a florid
complexion, it isa good {fymptom. When they are lux-
uriant, and rife above the edges of the wound, this ap-
pearance is called a fungus, and it has been cuftomary to
apply corrofive medicines to reduce it to a level with the
furrounding fkin. Thefe gave great pain, and protrated
the cure. Formerly furgecons were ufed to pare away
fungous, and callous edges, with the knife; and what was
the confequence? after this moit excruciating operation,
they returned with increafe of pain and mifery. Mr.
Freke, in his Effay on the Art of Healing, recommends, with
er:Hu_al humanity and judgment, warm emollient poultices,
which he obferves, foften the callous edges of ulcers, and
difpofe them to heal, by removing the ftri¢ture of the
fkin, and promoting a free perfpiration in the part affe&ted.
By this trearment, and a horizontal pofition of body, the
moft inveterate fores in the lower limbs have been happily
cured,

t Comment.— Cicatrization is the laft ftage, and com-
Fletcs tie cure of wounds. Sores are covered over by the
urrounding. fkin, and when that is deficient, by the for-
m:nF of a new organization; and fometimes from differ-

ent {mall points (like iflands) which in this cale cica-
tize fait,
C
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« Over the dry lint may be applied a pledgit of
fome foft ointment fpread upon tow, which muft be
renewed every day, and preferved in this fituation by
a gentle bandage. In all large wounds, after the
accident or operation, the firft drefling fhould not be
applied in lefs than three days, when the matter being
formed, the lint {eparates more cafily from the part ;
in the removal of which, no force fhould be ufed, but
enly fo much be taken away as is loofe, and comes oft
without pain.” )

¢ The frequency of drefling will depend on the
quantity of difcharge ; once in twenty-four hours 15
ordinarily fufficient, but fometimes twice, or, per=
haps three times is neceffary. We ought not to be
{crupulonfly nice in cleaning a wound; it is worth
remarking, that a fore fhould never be wiped by
drawing a piece of tow or rag over it, but only by
dabbing it with fine lint, which 1s a.much eafier me-
thod for the patient. Surgeons fhould not, on all
occafions fearch into the cavities of wounds or fores,
with the finger or probe,* as it often tears them open,
and indifpofes them for cure.”

¢ It will frequently be in vain to purfue the beft
means of cure by topical applications, unlefs we are
affifted by internal remedies ; for, as many ulcers are
the effets of a particular indifpofition of body, it will
be difficult to bring them into order, while the caufe
of them remains with any violence; though they are
fometimes, in a great degree, the difcharge of the
andifpofition itfelf, as in the plague, fiall-pox, &c.

SECT.

® This s fometimes owing to ignorance, fometimes to
eruelty of difpofition ; at other times to_an_ affetation
of knowledge and difcernment, to gain credit with fome,
who think a man cannot be a good furgeon, who knows not
how to "giirc his patient pain, and does not probe the wound

well to the bottom. '
Thefe fort of prafitioners are continually fearching for
finufes, and if 1F.ey do not find any, they often make them
with their probes. Whercver you can pafs a probe, fay
they, you muit follow 1t with the (ciffars, I have feen this
ablurd advice. carried to a high degree of crucity, and a
: ICCChit
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From Dr. Kirkvanp's Enquiry into the
prefent State of Medical Surgery.

R. KIRKLAND gives an inftance where poul-

tices, of various kinds, and fomentations were
applied to a fmall wound in the leg of an old man.
At the end of three weeks or a month, it was thought
advifeable, fays the dotor, to purfue a different
method. ¢ The man appeared to be of a very 1rri-
table habit, of a hot temperament of body; and it
was imagined that the turpentine dreflings and fo-
menting had cccafioned all the mifchief. This con-
clufion was juflified, for when a mild fedative digeftive
was applied, and a cooling ointment covered the in-
flamed parts, a {udden altcration for. the better ap-
peared, and a happy termination of the difeafe was
the confequence.”

¢ There is fome danger of running from turpen-
tine, and beating dreflings into the oppofite extreme,
and afafhion, I fee, isariting, of leaving nature to
accomplifiv her own work, under the application of
inaétive remedies incapable of giving her afiiftance,
No man 1s a greater advocate for fimplicity 1n reme-
dies, than I am, but intention fhould at the fame
tume be purfued, Former practitioners certainly did
right in employing different remedies for different
Intentions, as the' cafes: might require ; for though
natuye cures difeafesy fhe muft be affifted by art, and
though avoiding painful applications is a main object
0 which the furgeon fhould always attend, yet if we
only have in view the choice of thofe remedies,
whichy By their fimplicity and mild difpofition; are
incapable

recent wound in the hand, has been enlarged with {ciffars,
the probe being firk pafled in the cellular membrane un-
derneath the fkin,  This was done by a difciple, one, whe
va rigidly adhcred to the precepts of his mafler.

(.1
, 2
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“incapable of giving pain, we extend our refineménts
too tar, as fuch practice is equally capable of doing
mifchief, with attempts.'to ﬁ?bdue difeuafes by ftorm.
In one inltance, the efforts of nature are overpowered
and ftifled ; in the other, fhe is deftitute of help;
and I will venture to affirm that the moft fimple and
healthfol ulcer, will frequently degenerate into an
exceeding bad ftate, under the long continued ufe of
ointments made of wax and oil, poultices, or fomen-
tations. For thef¢ things, by relaxing, occafion the
Veflels in the affected part, to be diftended and overs
charged ; the ftagnating juices become acrid, vitiate
and inflame, and I have feen the worft confequences
under this treatment.”

¢» It is not alwn(ys {fufficient then, that remedies ave
mild, and lic foft and eafy upon the part; they
fhould Trequently have a power, as we fhall occafion-
ally {liew, of preventing inflammation, of eafling
pain, of removing obftruétions, of corretting acri-
mony, of tzking oft that kind of irritability which
emollients increafe. For thefe purpofes, the neutral
fulrs, preparations of lead, the different kinds of
native baliams, either in their natural ftate or divelted
of their heating property ;- warm gums, opium, the
effential oils properly correéted, antifeptic liniments,
the application of peruvian bark, alum, cold water,
{pirit of wine, and a variety of other things have the
preference to each other under different circum-
{ances, and different combinations of thefe afliftants,

j roduce diftinct and neceflary Effelt: *"
| ¢¢ The

% Recent, fweet oil, either in it’s liquid form, or mo-
dified with wax or diachylum, is an approved and ufct’ql
application to fores of many kinds. Oil ferves as arti-
ficial pus, and comforts the tender wound. When the dif-
charge is.acrid, it occafions pain and mifchief, in which
cale 0il mixing with it, correts iUs pernicious quality,
and gives eale. When the Matter is redundant and of
a milfd quality, dry lint is better than oil, as it abforbs
the moillure, and makes the fore clean and comfortable
for fome time. 1t fhould be laid light and thin on the
middle, not covering the edges of the wound, lett it
fliould adhiere, and not be cafily removed.
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« The appearance of the fore, and the {fymptoms.
attending it, will ever poiant out; to'a careful obferver,.
ehe exact ftate of the- patient ; will beft diret what
internal medicine is to be chofen, atid whether a coni-
bination of medicines are neceflary. People ufed to.
thie cure of vencreal'complaints, will foon difcover a.
venercal ulcer by 1t’s: afpect’; the method of cure
to be purfued, immediately follows ; and: juft fo it
s with- all other ulcers. Bark, fteel, opium, eli->
campane, elm bark, mercury, nitre,, acids, lime-
water, and a variety of othen medicines have becn;:
found ferviceable in the cure of ulcers';: but in
what kind each of thefe are proper,; words cannot
defcribes  The look of the ulcer-only can determine
this point;; and unlefs-the knowledge of diftinguifh-.
ing one ulcer from another, and the effetts of the
different.medicines upon them,.be aequired by carcful
attention,, all proceedings are conjectural and. un-
cértain,’”’ 1 .

¢.. Phyficians,, as well a8 Surgeons, fhould: attend:
to the dreffing of ulcers, as the very manner of drefling,
with the{ime remedy, often either forwards or pres
vents a- cure. For iftance, in many habits, the
epulotic cerate,, though. properly prepared, fpread
thick, continues the runnjng of fores; whereus,
when it is {fpread thin upon lint, and fuffered to dry
before. it is ufed, it frequently heals them. It
is the fame with Digeftives; and different degrees
of preflure, .the Dr..obferves, produce:very different
effects on fores.”’™ '

% Commenti—The healing of a fore is ‘the at of the
conftitution, and deicnds on internal impulfe, niton the
fpecific quality of ungwents. Thefe, wiien of a lenicnt
kind, and frefh made, do Zood, by kecping the pue
moift, and defending it from the @ir; when rancid, they
do mifchief, though compefed at firft of ingredizats pers
feftly mild and innecesit. |

C 3
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The Cask of a CompounDd FRACTURE, as it
was related verbatim, by the late celebrated
Dr. HuNTER, at bis Leftures.

SI}EHKING of the nature and cure of fmple and com-
pound fractures, Dr. Hunter obferved, in his lec-
tures, that in treating the compound, many Surgeons
did mifchief, and irritated the” wound, by their of-
fictous and artificial manner of drefing 1. Inftead
of that practice, he recommended treating the com-
peund, as much as is poffible, in the fame way as the
Jimple fracture : and in confirmation of that pratice,
uled- to relate the following well attefted * cafe,

- which was always heard with great attention, be-

caufe the inftrution was conveyed in the way of

pleafantry.
¢ A maniacal patient, Mr, G » Who was
confined in the Infirmary at Edindurgh,” (betwixt
thirty and forty yeurs ago), ¢ feeming to have re-
covered a calm and rational ftate of mind, was allowed-
to take an airing in the garden by himfelf. Here he
took the refalution of making his efcape; and -got
over the garden wall. In dropping himfelf from the
wall, which was very high, he pulled a large cape-
ftone aleng with him, and fuffered a very bad com-
pound fracture in his leg, He was carried round, and:
lhdged again in the Infirmary, in this unhappy con-
dition ; and the furgeon, who was prefently brought
to him, fet the leg, drefled the wound, applied the
cighteen-tailed bandage, &c. in theufwal way. After
all this, the patient appearing to ‘be very calm, the
furgeon gave fome proper dircttions, went away,
and the patient was left alone to get fome reft, which
was thought proper, and feemed to be his own,
dcfire. His madnefs now took a fingularly whim-
fical turn: he kvnew very well that he had got a
iniferuble broken leg; but his crazy imagination
nade
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made-him believe; that the {furgeon had miftaken the
leg, had beftowed all his cunning upon the found
Jeg which required no attention, and had left the
fhattered limb to fhift for itfelf. Under this firm
perfuafion, convinced that his furgeon was too igno-
rant to perceive his blunder, too conceited to be et
right, and too proud to fuffer fuch humiliation, he
thought it would be meoft prudent, in his prefent
ttate of fubjection, for the Cure of his broken leg,
to make the beft ufe he could of the judgement and
dexterity which God had given him. He removed.
the whole apparatus from the broken leg, with great
attention, that he might be able to apply 1t to the
other leg, fo exatly in the fame manner, that the
furgeon fhould not be able to difcover the alteration ;.
and, left any fufpicion fhould arife and lead. to an.
enquiry and difcovery, he thouzht he thould be fhll,
more {ecure by fecreting or hiding the other leg, that
it. might not be found, and appear in evidence againit,
him. He therfore tore a large hole in the fheet and.
featherbed, and buried the wounded leg among the
feathers. !
¢ The next day, when the furgeon vifited him,.
ke faid, that for a while he had been in pain, but
that by a fortunate and accidental motion of the foot,.
the pain went off, as by a charm; that he had con-
tinued perfectly eafy ever fince:; and therefore was
refolved to keep it as {teadily as poflible in the fame.
fitvation. 'The furgeon finding him eafy,, the pulfe
quiet, and no {ymptom whatever of fever, went to
the foot of the bed, and lifting up the clothes, faid,.
Let us juft fec how the foot and leg look. The
patient feemed much alarmed with the propofal, and.
entreated him for mercy’s fake to defift ;. becaufe, he.
faid, the leaft motion in thé world would difturb it,.
and bring all his pains back again. The furgeon
affured him that the bed-clothes touched nothing but,
the cradle, and that the lifting of them up could not,
in the leaft move either the leg or foot; and then,
cblerving to the ftudents, that the appearance of the.
foot was as favourable as he could with, he exprefled
hi fatisfaction and went away. Every day’s vifit,

after
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after this, turned out equally fatisfatory, both to
the furgeon and patent, till the fifth or fixth day,
when the furgeon grew very anxious to, fee the
wound, left any lurking mifchief {hould be concealed,
and was determined to remove the dreflings. This
the patient refifted, firft-with prayers, and then with
imprecations and rage; but at laft was obliged to
fubmit. The furgeon, with a cautious and tender’
hand, removed the bandages, and, as he went on,

exprefled the pleafure which he felt on feeing the’
fkin, both above and below the wound, in fo natu-al

a- condition. At length he lifted up the dreflings,
which he found were quite loofe, and, feeing a leg
now perfeétly found, which, a few days before, he
had feen in fuch a lamentable ftate, you can better
conceive than I can tell how he looked. After a
fhort paufe, he pafled his fingers along the #dia, and
then faid, I only know that a fraéture and wound.
there certainly was, and now there is certainly

neither. Prefently he recovered himfelf enough' to

recollect that it was the other leg which he had fet
and drefled : and faid, Where is the other leg ; turn--
ing off the bed-clothes at the fame time. Lunaticks

are quick in refources, not eaﬁ}}r put out of coun--
tenance, and imagine that nobody can doubt what

they affert,. M G . {enfible now that the

teg would be difcovered, drew it out from among the:
feathers, faying, with great expreflion of refentment
and rage, that he would now expofe the furgeon’s

jenorance to the whole world ;- that he always knew:
furgeons to be a fet of ignorant fellows, though:
they wore large wigs ; and now he would prove ig,

by a fhocking inflance, to the fatisfaction of all pre-.
fent. This leg, faid he, holding out the broken

leg, with a great cuke of blood and feathers crufted
over and. tound the. wound,. this leg, thank God I
< as found' as any. man’s : —— there, pointing to the.
other, 1s the broken leg, you-fee what a defperate .
condition it is in; and‘ that fellow being called:
did nothing for it ;——r>Hhe was called to fet a broken

leg ; but he did not know a broken leg, and bound:

up this. .After venting fome more of his mdqﬁ?l;
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tlon and rage in farcaftic and coarfe language, he
begged that fome of the young furgeons would bind
up his broken leg, (meaning the found one), for
that it was in great pain, was much difturbed with
this impertinent examination, and, if not taken care
of, would make him a miferable objet, at beit a

cripple for life. The furgeon feeing his patient’s

imagination fo ftrongly perverted, and being con-
yinced, by the agitation which that mifapprehenfion
had raifed, that it would be, upon the whole, {afer

to indulge him in hig wild conceit, with humanity
as well us good fenfe, defired the young men to hu-
mour him by putting the agparatu; on the found leg,
From that time he was calm, and, in all other
things, reafopable. The cure went on with per-
fe&t fuccefs ;= the fcab of feathers dropped off;—
‘the wound was found to be healed, and the callus
compleated : A memorable leffon for furgeons, and
a firiking inftance of the weaknefs of human reafon,
of the imperfection of our boafted art, and of the
power of Nature !*

MIS-

# Obfervation with refpeét to a fraftured clavicle.—
Mr. Pott remarks, ¢ that the prominent part of a broken
clavicle, that part of it which is next to the flernum, 1s
juft where it fhould be, and that the inferior part, that
which is connefted with the jrapula, is out of 1t’s place,
by being drawn down by the weight of the arm; and
therefore, inftead of loading, as is ufual, the prominent
“part with quantities of comprels, which never can do any
fervice, the furgeon, by a proper elevation of the arm,
will bring the lower end upwaird into contalt with the
other, and thereby, with very little trouble, accomplith
ywhat he never can do in any other manner, however
operofe. The fame thing will happen from the fame prin-
ciples, in the leg and thigh, &c.” .
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MISCELLANEOUS R EMARKS.

" HE Lips of recent, fuperficial wounds, being

. brought into clofe contact with each other,
and kept fo, will often heal at once, by the firft iuten-
tion.  The blood is the beft balfam we can apply, and
g1ves no pain.”  Wounds are fuid to henl by the firf?
tntention, when they unite without going through the
frnggs of digeftion, "&e,

‘n.ﬂ_uea are often cured by counter and depending
openings, judicioufly made, and aififted by compre(s
and bandage.

‘There cannot, in my opinion, be a more abfurd or
Frueldpra&ice, than to take away a circular, oval, ar
ndeed, any piece of the found fkin in an abfcefs, after
making a punéture or an incifion. Crucial incifions,
and then removing the lips, is a horrible practice,
and is happily grown inta difrepute.

Abfcefles in the breafts, are now often cured by
fmall apertures, (inftead of large incifions, which are
@ terror to the patient) and the application of emolli-
ent pouitices : thefe fhould be made thick and adhere
to the fpoon; they will then be found of fervice
when they are of a proper confiftence. They feem
to me of little or no ufe, when they are put
betwixt cloths, and do not come into actual contact
with the part affected.

Mr, Sharp has defcribed the mode of applying
cauftics, in the following manner. ¢ Let an orifice
be cut ina piece of fticking-plaifter, nearly as big as
you intend. to make the efchar, which being applied to
the part, the cauftic muft be laid on the opening, and
preferved in its fituation by a few flips of plaifter
placed round its edges, and a large picce over the
whole.”” A bandage alfo is neceflary; notwithftand-
ing which, the cauflic ufually fpreads one third be-
yond the limits prefcribed by the plaifter,

The cauftic being continued three hours, will com-
monly do. its office in that time. It caufes, by 1ts
heat, a mortification of the integuments, and a fepa-
katlon of the mortified part, commonly happens in

lve
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Give or fix days. Some Surgeons apply hot terebis
thinate drcﬁﬂlg, imagining, that thefe draw, zj.nd
affift the feparation of the efchar, on mechanical
principles; which is not the cafe. This event 1s
produced by the granulations arifing in the wound,
which gradually thruft out the part which is perifhed.

O the Neceffity of AMPUTATION in certain Cafisy, and
under certain Circumftances ; by Mr. PorT.

am fatisfied, fays Mr. Pott, that the propriety
of Amputation, in certain cafes, flands upon
as fixed, and as rational principles, as any part of
Surgery. A contrary doctrine has, within a few
years, been boldly and induftrioufly propagated, not
without fome very indecent, as well as untrue re-
fle®tions,, on the profeflion in general, and on thofe
who have the care of hofpitals in particular.” I am
convinced, that fuch doftrine has been employed to
the prejudice of mankind, by covering ignorance
and timidity, and alfo for ferving the bafe purpofe
of malevolence,”

¢¢ Mankind, fays Mr, Pott, are rather too apt to
form their opinion from events only; fuccefs with
many, conflitutes propriety, and the failure of it, is

often, very unjuitly fet to the account of mifconduct,
or want of knowledge.”

¢« The cafes, in which, under certain circumflances
Amputation may become neceffary for the prefervation

of the patient’s life, are feveral, but I will confine
myfelf to four.

Thefe are, firft, a Compound Fracture.
Secondly, Some kind of fcrophuleus joints.
Thirdly, Some kind of Aneurifms.
Fourthly, A Caries of the whole fubftance of the
bone or bones compoling a Limb.
In all, and cach of which, it may, and does, fome-
times {o happen, that the patient’s life can be only
preferved, by the lofs of the Limb.”
¢ I fhould be very forry, fays Mr. Pott, to have
it {uppofed, that I was either fo unknowing, or fo
brutal, as to think of Amputation, before every
thing had been fairly and fully tried, and found in-

effectual
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cfictual. "When I hear people talk of fpecific bal”
fams, particular fomentations, &c. I can only be
forry to find them fo weak, or fo wicked.”

¢ If, fays Mr. Pott, in another part of  his works,
I have fometimes found myfclf under a neceflity of
controverting the opinions of fome Gentlemen of
deferved eminence ;.if I have done this with decency
and good manners, no apology is neceflary. The
honour of our art, and the moral characters of it’s
profefloss, fuffer, whenever we pay fo blind deference
to any one, as prevents us from ufing our own judge-
ment, and from declaring freely, the refult of our
enquiries or experiments,’'—'The juftice of thisremark,
will not be denied by any of thofe who take reafom
for their guide.

Non mili, fed rationis
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