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REPORT ON RECENT OUTBREAK OF SMALL-POX.™ ——

[Thq Chatrman  of the Publie Health Committes has desmed it desivable that the

d A

R T il & lomger or shorter pericd during the month of Septeniber was 77.

following Report of the Medieal Officer to the Publie Health Committee should be
placed o the hands of Members of the Council at onee, instead of waiting until the
third weak in Oetaber. ] ;

To the Public Health Committee of the Finsbury Borough Couneil.

GENTLEMEN,

I have to report cleven additional eases of Small.pox since Beptamber 2Tth, up to
which date there had bean four. The total at the present date is, therefore, fifteen,

Ten cut of the eleven new cases ave attributable to infection derived [rom some
hop-pickers’ huts on the farm of Mr. Edward Fiper, at Northlands, Bodisn, Sussex. T
muls appear that the infection was introduced upon this farm in the following manner :—

On September Ist a considerable number of persons (say 50 or 60) travelled from
London to the farm in question for the purpess of hop-picking. The hop-pickers were
acrommodated in twelve = Hop-pickers Huts.” These premises appear to have eonsisted ol
six small wooden huts, tarred on the outside, and eovered with corrugated iron, back to
back with six sther similar huts. The floors were of earth. There was a door to each hut,
but thers were no windows, In summer weather it is alleged by the Hop-pickers that these
huts are comfortable and adequate to their requirements. The capacity of sach hut was
about GO0-T00 cubic feat. At the centre of the combined structure there wers two covered
“ opan " huts provided with Breplaces in which the necessary eooking for each family was
done.

These twelve huts accommodated, for four weeks, npwarda of 60 persons, including
ahildren, and in one on two of the huts there were vanous visitors who stopped from one
four duys each. It appears that the total numbser of persons who lived in these premises

Am t those who went down at the beginning of the month was a girl, E. 8., aged 14,
who arrived from Finshury in company with Mrs. O and family on September 1st.  On ar
about Seatember 10th she appears 1o have been out of health and suffering from bheadache.
O September 18th, a rash appeared in the form of “spots™ on her face. She then felt
hatter, but wos sent back to London on Sonday, September 15th, on secount of swme
trifling misbhehoviour. On September 15th and 17th, she wos seen by a medical man in
London, who, she says, stated that she was suffering from ' chicken-pox.” She lived in
Thomas Street, and on Ei?btemher 18th I veceived the notifieation of Mes, C, aged 25 tli'-riné
in the same housa) as suffering from Small-pox. [ have formed the opinion that Mrs.
contraeted her Smoll-pox on or about the last day of August. and if, as has been suggested
o ma, B. 5. was suffering from mild Small-pox and wot Chicken-pox, it would appenr that
she also contrneted her complaint on or abouwt the last day of August. The ordinary
ineubation period of Small-pox is 12-14 days, after which follow three or four days of
premonitory symptoms—headache, back-ache, fever, and sometimes vomiting—which in their
turn are immediately followed by the characteristic rash. From careful enauiry [ should,
therefore, expect that both these individuals came in the way of Soall-pax infeetion about
the end of August, Mrs. C. severely so, and E. 5. less severely so.

In any enze, there is evidence to show that E. 8, left behind in the hop-pickers' huts
some kind of infection which had not extsted om the farm befors, and which it seems
impossible to trace to any other souree. For on Mondsy, September 93rd, Mrs. P.
reported to the manager of the farm that one of her children was ill, and on the following
day her baby (16 months) was similarly ill, The nearest medien]l man wus consulted,
and he formed the opinion that the complaint was * chicken-pox."* A day or two later

* i should be sieied that =mall-pox occurring in person: whoe lave been vaccinated is often of a very
differcin and less severe characler 1o saill-pox sCcureing in anvaccinated per=on=  Evpors of diagnosis in
suech cases may vl be die (0 ciiler carelessness or Lok of krowlcdpe, Yot smallapox is lable to be spread
by anlection foet wily from well nuarked aed casily recognised cases, bat also, as indeed frequently bappens,
from caaes of which the nutoze i3 ot ot srs’ evident. The secondary cases, though derived from mild
PIANACY Cases, May prove o be very severe,
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the habw became much worse and there appeared ©a rash onder its skin,” A simall hoy
{aged seven) was alzo taken serionsly ill, and Mrs. P decided. to refurn at once to London
with the siek children. This she did on Fl.'illl:l.]r evening, September 27th, Being convineed
that the illness was of n serous natuee, she took l[ine children divect to the Royal Fres
Hospital in Grave Inn Romd, where they were found fo he suffering from small-pox.
They were removed at mildnight o the Small-pox Ships.  Mrs. P and her sistar,
M., H then  retwrmed o theie  home i Anevard  Walk., O Satunlay,

.y © 25th, M. H. was t:ken il and netified to ms a3 soffering  from small-
pos. [ received the three notificetions of the two chibiren and of AL Ho gged 19, at
1 p [ Sea i A -1 | -'*'.t.ll.uttltn.}'. :l.1tl] Ak OTae \'i‘-:‘-tur} L!If' house 1o maks =ome !.ll'\vl‘:'|i1:|‘.|illu.l‘_li-' i'l:l'l.‘c:gﬁg;l:imj,

There Ilenrsed ineidentiy that Moz, P had arcived the previous night from a farm in the
PBodinm disiriot, that there were several children ap the same farm suffering irom a similar
complunt to her own children, that oll the hop-pickers in that district were veturni
o Daonckon that might. and that the particolar families infected would bably arrive at
nine o clock sl Canoon Streer Station. It sremed to me imperative that by some means or
other these persons zhonld be wavlaid and not allewed to enter London and ereate frosh
cantres of infeetion. 1, therefore, at onee commumnicated with the Chairman of the Poblie
Donlth Comemities (12, Evan Jones) and the Medieal Offcer of the Administrative Cmm.tr
of London (Mr. Bhitley F. Murphy). After consultation it was deeided to a ach the
Sonth- Bastern Bailway Company, who afforded s focilities for examining I.% hop-
nickers arriving during the afternoon and évening at Charing Cross, Waterloo, Cannon
%lrwt. London Bridge, and New Cross Railway Stations.  As rapidly as possible arrange-
ments were made for this medical inspection.  Mr, Murphy, De. Hn,l‘:]-&l', Dr. Spon, and
Dre. Gabb kindly assisted v, Evan Jones and myself in this medical inspeetion, and we
wore all assisted by Chicf Inspeotor Gresn, Inapectors Davis amd Lo . and XN
Jackson, the Clerk, of the Public Health Department.  3ost of the hop-prekers it appenrs
changed trains at New Cross, and af thot station we cxamined maoy hon of persons.
It was, however, af Cannon Street Siation, at a late hour, that Dr. Kvan Jones was
successful in way-laving five cases of small-pox. oll belonging to Finshury (Jessie D,
18 yenrs ; Berthn I, 14 ; James B, 15 ; Willinm B, 13 ; and Joln H. G, 15 months). These

patients were removed direst by the Metropolitan Asviums Board to the small-pox ships, -

and im that woy were not Deought into Finsbicy s all,

Op Sunday, September 2th, Chiefl Inspector Greon paid & vigit to Bodinm and made
various maniries on my belialfs -0 that dste; also, iunppﬁimuul re-¥acoination was made
of neardy all the persons belonging to this Berough who bad vetuened from the Bodiam
farm. Two further cases of amall-pox appeared on that day : (1) James P, aged 37
the father of the tero childen B P and r.”ﬁ-e...;.;iﬁﬁx en Saturduy.  J P went 1o the i.nm
hop-yard on September 14th wnd refurned to London SIEI;'ILIH'.I'II}EL' 16th. (2) Hetty B, aged
16 vears, i« the sister of J B and W B, who were waylaid at Cannon Street Station. She
had been to the fonn for o wiek hetwesn Saptember 15th and 22nd, and commenoed o
show signs of small-pox on Septambear 27th.

It will bee geen from the sitnched dingram that the ten cases which hava appearad up to
the present oeemirod in persons living in huts Nos, 1, 2 and 3. It pemuins to be scen
whether ANV " eoninal - cpses ol -5||||,|,:||-|_|n¢: witlll avize.  1But it seems almost inconesivable
b expeet, even after the strict mepsores and presautions adopted, that all the 67 remaining
peraons who lived in thess twelve huts can wholly escape the dissase.

It should he added that during the lost week of the month—when thers was most
sighness 1 the hnis—some 40 or 50 other hop-pickers, mestly country people, appesr to
have heen sont to ek bops o the h{pp.:.r;rd n quEstinn, [t wa=, of course. not known that
the sickness then existent was that of small-pox Further, it appears that theve were some
twooor three dozen other persons, * gipeice " and the like, working in the same hop-yard
but net living in ilic huts. Those whe know of the mmseies and associations of hop-
picking will understand the facilities thos afforded for the spoead of nfections diseases. T
suppose not loss than 140 persons in all in that hop-vard ran such risks. This estimate
does not, of course, melude the infected railway trains or honsea in Finsbory and other
Boroughs to which these persons returned. :

1 have ;lm Lix LT RIS i oeonrrence, on Oetoler Iﬁl!-,,l!}:li a case of ma&l-pm: in
Lower Charles Street. a man, aged 33, This case appears 10 have no connection whatever
with the hop-pickers.
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The L. Family (4). The H. Family (5). T
The L. |".'|r|||'|:.' {=a}. The L. |".||n||:\. G}, ﬂ
The H. Fomily (i The &, Family (4). =]
The Cook-houss. The Cook-house.
| | ]
My & Mra. 15.
4. B.
W. B. The M. Pamily (10). i0
H. B,
My & Mra. (. Mr. & Mrs. H.
E. & 8 H.
H. . J. O
8. D. Mrs. G. * The P, Family (5], 11
J. D. 4. H, G
Mrs. W,
AW
J4. P.
Mzrs. P.
M. H.
F. P. Various (5). 12
E. P
Thres other ahildren.
More.—The coross denokes the huts infeeted with small-pox, and the initials

in hEB.'I:'j' Lype ara those of the m;::l.“-'l-::-x 11:|,l;.i|-|115_
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The varions particolars of each case of Small-pox which has ocourred in Finshury up
to the present, may be set forth as follows (—

Mo, I Al rees, &:ﬁlﬂﬂ Date of Eruplion. D;It:i?:.mmﬁmn
1 ‘ New Chavles Stront M 44 | August  19th | August  1ith
] Red Lion Street ... M 3% | August Shth | August Hkh
3 | Thoinas Stroot F 21 | September 18th | September 16th
b | Macolesfield Strest M 23 | September 15th | Seprember 13gh
& | Vineyard IWalk F 17 | September 25th | September 28th
i Fruegard Wallk | Al '} Heptember 28th | Seplamber 28th
T Viveyard Walk F 19 | Beptember 28th | September 25th
8 | Thomas Steeat M 1% | Beplember 26ith | September 28th
M Thoumas Streel F 4 | Seplomber 27th | SBeptember *Hth

Iy | Thomas Streel . F 18 | September 27th | September 35tk

11 Mowint Hiow, Sermon Lade Al 14 ﬂephlmhm‘ ah5ih Eﬂ[ll;u,llnl‘l-ct E-ﬂ'ﬂ'l

12 | Mot Zion, Sermon Lane M 12 | September 27th | Beptember 28th

15 | Wheskin Sirect M 37 | Seplember 28ih | September 20th

14 | Monrt Eime, Sermon Lane F 16 | Beplember 2Fth | September 29th
G | Lower Charles Btrect M 33 | September $0th | October Lat

Mores, — Those sldresses printed in italies ave of persons who contracted their infection
froin the hop-pickers huts ab Bodiam.

Ho. 4 is an Employee of the Council and' sontraeted the Small-pox in the discharpe of
hig duky as a disinfector.

Moo 13 is o mon living in Vineyard Walk, who was taken il in a house in Whiskin
Bhrmet,

I may be permitted to add that T do not think in the present suthreak thore iz nead
for alarm.™ .-‘E:nn 15 nol & necessary or desirable aceompaniment on the ccourrance of
illvgss under any cirenmstances, least of all where many porsens are sffected.  What
15 desirable is prompt and efficient isolation of infected persons, and the protaction of the
eommunity.  Hvery possibla procantion is being taken to prevent the spread of Small-pox,
unfortunaiely introduced into the Borough, and for the rest, immunity from infection is
most to be seonved by a high standand of sanibelion and persoral fygiens, coupled with e
prrateciion ebteinable by roccimedion and re-vaccaiton.

On September 26Uh, 1 recoived the Special Memorandom of instrictions which the
Laocal Government Board has issued lo all Looal Authorities. 1took the opportunity of
conferving at once with the Vaceinston (fficer and the Public Vaccinators, in order that the
action laken in the Borough should be of a unified character.

The methods adepied are briefly as follows :—

1. Bvery case of Small-pox, without exeeption, 15 immediately removed aftse
notification, to the Metropolitan Asylums Board Small-pox Ships.

3. The house and belongings of the

tient are thoroughly disinfected ; the former
with Formalin and Chloride of

ame spraying, the latter by steam,

3. The friends and neighboura of the patient are as far as poasible isolated, and s
wdvisged to remain (rom work for a quarantine peried.

4. Fach case of Small-pox is fully investigated, and the honse and friends of the
patient are kept woder my own observasion doly.

§. Vaccination and re-vaceination are advised genevally and particularly in all
infeatod houses.

6. Every case of Small-pox is at ones oertified to the Vaccination Officer.

7. The Elementary Sehools (both Board Sehonls and others) are in process of haing

examined, as for as the Manogers will allow, ns regards vaccination by the
Vacoinntion OMicer nccompanied by medical men.
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8. T understand that the Holborn Board of Guardinns are making various arrange-
ments to Tacilitate free vaccination throughont the Borough.

9. House to house inspection is being earmed ‘out in the infected sireets by the
Banitary Inspectors.

10, The names and addresses of any persons who have been in contact with small-
pox patients, and who boelong to other Boroughs, are at once forwarded
to their respootive localities. The adiresses of seventeen families in eontact
with the hop-pickers from Bodiam were at onee forwarded in this way, and
are being kept under ohservation. We have thus accounted for every case of
small-pox ot Bodiam, and for every person who returned to London from the
infected hop-yard.

I am, Gentlemen.
Your abediont Servant,

GEORGE NEWMAN, M.D.,

Medieal Officer of Health,
Popric HEanTE DEFARTMENT,

Towse Hano, Rosepery Avexuve, E.C.
Chetober Qnd, 1901,
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