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1V FOREWORD

“2. Education of the public by every possible means in order
that the people may understand the enormous advances in scien-
tific medical knowledge during the last generation and the possi-
bility of utilizing such knowledge in the prevention of disease,
;,_l}e reduction of the death-rate and the prolongation of human
ife.

“3. The crystallizing of such educated public sentiment in
necessary public health laws, regulations and ordinances, which
will render possible a conservation of human life commensurate
with our advancing knowledge and which will render such laws
effective through the only force available in this country, namely,
educated and enlightened public opinion.”

Under the first head, namely, the investigation of the present
public health situation, the Council emphasized the need for
further knowledge in four main subjects, namely :

1. The need of a survey of the public health activities of the
federal government in all its departments with a view to deter-
mining exaetly what the federal government is doing for public
health.

2. A similar survey of state public health activities.

3. A comprehensive survey of municipal public health work.

4. The collection of data on the work being done by voluntary
public health organizations.

Under the second head the report continues:

“There is today, in every state in the Union, some form of
public health organization. Owing to our form of government,
each of these organizations is working independently. As the
reports of the various state boards are not made on a uniform
hasis, a comparison of their various activities and a tabulation of
the results secured by their efforts is difficult. It is therefore,
practically impossible today to summarize the public health work
which is being done by the different state boards of health, to
compare one with another or to establish any standard by which
their relative merits may be determined. The first necessity for
such a comparative study of state public health activities 1s clearly
2 collection of authoritative, official data on the subject. Realiz-
ing the importance of this field of investigation, the Council has
given the subject careful consideration and has been fortunate
in securing the assistance of one of the leading public health
authorities of the country in carrying on a study of state public
health work. Beginning Jan. 1, 1914, Dr. Charles V. Chapin,
Commissioner of Health of Providence, R. 1., was appointed as
special representative of the Council and directed to make a
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