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24 THE SPREAD OF SMALL-POX,

conditions of inquiry demand that the explanation should
be consistent, and one whiech is applicable to each of these
hospitals in each of these epidemics.

Graduated intensity of small-pox incidence has never
been explained by traffic of vehicles and ambulances to and
from the hospital, by communications of patients in the
hospital with other persons outside, or by incomings and
outgoings of staff. Nor do such explanations assist in
regard to the hospitals of 1900-4. In none of these
instances is there any evidence that the staff was recruited
from the immediate locality of the hospital : we all know
that a hospital staff is not obtained in this way. Nor is
there any evidence that the visits of the staff to shops or to
houses of friends were graduated in frequency according to
the distance of these houses and shops from the hospital.
In Gateshead I obtained direct evidence in the contrary
sense : when the staff left the hospital (which happened
comparatively rarely), their custom was to go straight
down to the busy centres and shops of the town, or over to
Newecastle, Similarly, it is not the custom of munici-
palities to select the contractors who supply the hospital
with food or stores, according to the proximity of their
houses to the hospital. So, too, with regard to visitors or
friends of patients, coming to the hospital, looking over the
wall, through the gates or railings, and the like. In the
1900-4 cases, where such authorised or unauthorised visits
were made, I can find no evidence that those who came
most frequently were persons dwelling within a quarter of
a mile; next, those who dwelt between a quarter and half-
mile from the hospital, and so on. Consider, for example,
the case of Belvedere Hospital in the two periods of recru-
descence. Here, on each occasion, the small-pox cases first
admitted to the hospital came from a part of Glasgow some
miles from the hospital ; and it is impossible to account for
the outbreak which in each case followed in the hospital
neighbourhood on any assumption of visits of friends or
relatives. The su%gestiun has been made that mere
curiosity of the inhabitants living near to a small-pox
hospital would encourage them fo try to communicate with

atients. Possibly, for a time, or on some special occasion

ut on what grounds can we assume such persistent and
graduated curiosity continuing month after month and year
after year ? Gross maladministration, a staff’ incompetent
or improperly supervised, patients getting out of hospital
grounds inadequately enclosed, might entail local spread of
small-pox due to personal communication among persons
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