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BREFACE

T'se intention when I firft publithed this fmall
Treatife, was to offer to the public in a concile, bui,
at the fame time, per{picuous manner, my own ob-
fervations and difcoveries, together with thofe lately
made by the firft medical men in different parts of
Europe, in that particular branch of medical {cience
{o interefting to mankind in general. I did not
think proper at that time to enlarge the book with
any thing that did not immediately relate to the im-
provement of real knowldege, either about the na-
‘ture or cure of thefe dreadful complaints, with which
I had myfelf the misfortune to be repeatedly affected.
" The refult of thofe obfervations was thus dear-bought
experience to. me ; but for this very reafon, perhaps,
the more ufeful to my readers. The fecond addition
- was printed off without any material alteration. In
this third, I have added feveral new obfervations
leading to the improvement of the hiftory, nature,
and cure of thofe complaints. Whatever has been
derived from other fources, I thought it honourable
and proper to acknowledge. I fcorn the man who
attributes to himfelf what he owes to others.——
The Pharmacopeeia Syphilitica, I hope; will not be
unacceptable to young pradtitioners.

F. SWEDIAUR.
PexT SxTON, naav .E-imﬁmg!a
Dec, 8 » 1787, }






CrRON-T-EN T S.

Chap. 1, Qbfervations on the Venereal Iifeltion,
and ihe different dppearances of 5}?&5&:&:‘ Com-
plaints in general, - A

Chap. IL. On the Blennorrbagia or Cz’.szﬁ, +

Chap. III. On Blennorrbeea or Gleet, L

Chap. 1V. On the Venereal Swelling of the Tef:
ticles, - - S

Chap. V Of the Iﬁﬁammatmn and Iazdf:ra:m.r:
of the Proftate Gland, = y

22

53
42
86

Chap. V1. On the Venereal Ifihury and S:r;c_ -

Lures, = = = -
Chap. VII On P?ﬂfrmf Ulcers, £ e
Chap. VIIL. Qf the phymofis, =~ . <
Chap. IX. Of the Parapbymofis, - 5
Chap. X. On Venercal Buboes, =
(..hap XI. On the Syphilis or Venereal Di ﬁﬂﬁ

in particular, -

Chap. XII. On the New anermf Dy%@'& which
of late made its Appearm:cﬂ m Canada, -
Chap. XIII. On Mercurial Preparations in ge-

neral, with a fynoptical View of the di ﬁr.

ent. Mercurial Preparations, - ,
Chap. XI1V. On Mmmrmi Preparations in par-

ticular, = 5

L On Crude Mercury, the Mfrfurmi Ointment,

and on Mercurial Frittions, - £
1. On Mercurial Fumigations, - -
1L Of Saline and other Mercurial Preparq-
tions,

Chap, XV. On Ptyalifin or Safmm::w:,

-

' 88

104
123
I‘J.-?
130

155

169

175
184

do.
196

do
212

Chap.



vii. CONTENTS;

Chap. XVL. On particular Venereal Complaints,

which require a peculiar Method of Cure,
L. On the Venereal Opbthalmia, -
I1. On Venereal Deafnefs, - -
111. On Venereal Sore Throat, - -
1V. On Venereal Complaints of the flin,
V. On Venereal Excrefeences, L
V1. On Venereal Weaknefs or Impotency.
VII. On Venercal Pains, Spafms, €3¢,
VIIL. Un Venereal Complaints of the Bones,

.Chap.. XVIL. On Complicated Vencreal Gom-
. plaints, and fuch as have been ﬁy@e&fti to be
of the Syphilitic Kind, -

Chap XVIIL. On Venereal Complaints d ifrui-
fed ; fuch as, Confumption, Rbﬂmatgfm Fe-
vers, e, -

Chap. XIX. On Veﬂﬂwf Gamp!amt.r :rz::unz&:’f
by Mercury, - 3t

Chap. XX. Of the Rﬂ'ﬂfm 'IEJ.EI'J' certain Vene-

- real Complaints do not yield to Mercury,

Chap. XXI. On differen: other Remedies, be-
fides Mercury, recommended for curing the

« Luer, - = - :

Chap. XXIL. Obfervations on fome dangerous
or unbappy Prejudices generally prewmfmg

about the Venereal Difeafe, - n
Pharmacopeeia Syphilitica, g =
A fbort Review of a late Treatife on rbe Vene-

real Difeafe by Fobn Hunter, -

219
do.
223

- do. -

2249
228

‘2.‘2_9 |
13'!:! '
232




PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS

|
oN

VENEREAL COMPLAINTS.

- =3

"Ad re@c medendum omnino opus eft, ut remedia, non folum generi, fed
{peciei cuique, et fpe etiam varietatibus quibufdam, apprime fint ac-
commodata. CuLLex, Syxor, Nos. MerHoD,

[ — = e ——————

CHAP. L

ﬂﬁﬁrﬁaﬂ'&m on the Venereal Infeétion, and the different
Appearances of Syphilitic Complaints i general,

WE fay, in the common language, a perfon is pox-
ed, injured, or infefted with the venereal difeafe,
Pox, or bad diftemper*, when the venereal poifon
has been received into, or is diffufed through, the fyf-
tem, and there produces its peculiar effedts. Thefe
effects or {ymptoms are ulcers of the mouth, fauces :
fpots, tetters, and ulcers of the {kin; pains, {welling,
and caries of the bones, &c. But as long as the ef-
A ; fﬂﬁ:

'_Iﬂ_]':-atin. this difeafle is called Juer vemerea, morbus Gallicus
or [yphilit, Whether the name fyphilts is derived from . Pnr:
.l‘l:.r, and Fihix, @mor (amor Par"iﬂy‘("l or whether it owes its ori-
g'n to fome other derivation, is uncertain. in French it is cal.

led /a maladie venerienne la verol,
: . ¢, la grand, : 3
o G y 4a grande verole: in German
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fects of the poifon are local, and confined to or near
the genitals, the diforder is not called Syphilis, Lues
Venerea, or pox; butdiftinguifhed by fome peculiar
. name, according to its different feat or appearance ;
fuch as Clap, Shanker, Bubo, &c.

- Concernine the nature of the venereal poifon, we
- know no more than we do about that of the fmall-
pox or any other contagion; we know only that it
produces peculiar effeéts, which yield to a peculiar
mode of treatment. It aﬁ:ﬂ&s, like the fcrophula, the
lymphatic fyftem and the bones. Monkeys die fome-
“times during cold weather in England of the fcro-
phula, but they are never affeted with the {yphilis ;
and the reft of animals feem, as far as we know, to
be as little fufceptible of being affected by the vene-
real poifon as the monkeys. Baydford, however,
thinks they may be infected, but mentions no autho-
rity for his opinion. M. de Paww* likewife men-
tions, without naming his fource, that dogs are liable
to be affected with the venereal difeale in Peru, but
- not in North America.

Tur fmalleft particle of this poifon is fufficient to
bring on the moft violent diforder over the whole bo-s
dy. It feems to fpread and diffufe itfelf by a kind
of fermentation and affimilation of matter; and, like
other contagions, it reqmres fome time, after being
applied to the human body, before it produces that
effect. It is not known whether it has different de-

‘grees of acrimony and volatility, or whether it is al-.
| ways

* See Recherches Phil-:;{uphiquﬂ {ur les Americains.
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ways the fame in its nature, varying only with regard
to the particular part to which it is gpp¥1?d, or ac-
cording to the different habit and conftitution, or
particular idiofyncrafy, of the perfon who receives
the infection. We know that mercury poflefles a
certain and [pecific power of deftroying the venereal
virus : but we are quite uncertain whether it alts by
its fedative, aftringent, or evacuant quality; or if
not perhaps rather by a chemical elective attraction,
whereby both fubftances uniting with one another,
are changed into a third, which is no more. hurtful,
but has fome new properties entirely diftinét from
thofe which any of them had before they were
united.

Tue variolus miafma, we know, produces its ef-
feds in about twenty or twenty-four days after the

infection is received from the atmofphere, and eight

or ten days if by inoculation; but the venereal vi-
rus feems to keep no particular period. At fome
times, and perhaps in particular perfons, it requires
a longer time to produce its effets than at other
times, or in other perfons. I have feen fhankers a-
rife in the fpace of twelve hours, nay ina ftill fhort-
er time, indeed I might fay in a few minutes, after
an impure coition; whereas, in moft cafes, they
make their appearance only in as many days. The
generality of men feel the firlt fymptomsof a clap
between the fecond and fifth day ‘after an impure
coitus ; but there are inftances where they do not
appear till after as many weeks or months.  About
ten years ago, I was confulted by a young man who
was feized with a violent difcharge from the glans

A 2 ( Blennorrbagia
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(Blennorrhagia baluni ), along with a phymofis, but
withotit any fhankers, four weeks after coition ; and
during all the interval, he felt not the leaft fymptom
of the difeafe. Some years ago, a gentleman went
out from London in feemingly perfect health to the
Eaft Indies; but on his arrival in that hot climate,
after a voyage of four months, a violent clap broke
out betore he went on fhore, though he could have
received no infection during the voyage, as there was
not a woman on board.

Tuere are inftances which render it probable that
the virus may lie four, five, or fix weeks, and per-
- baps longer, on the furface of the genitals before it
1s abforbed ; and were it not then to produce a fhank-
er, might probably not be abforbed at all. We fee
daily examples, where common women communicate
the mnfection to different men in the {pace of feveral
weeks, while they themfelves have not the leaft {y-
philitic fymptom, local or univerfal; the poifon lying
all that time in the vagina harmlefs, and generally
without being abforbed. -

How long the venereal virus may lurk in the body
itfelf, after it has been abforbed into the mafs of
blood, before it produces any fenfible effects, is a mat-
ter of equal uncertainty. There is fcarce a practi-
tioner who has not obferved inftances of its remain-
ing harmlefs for weeks, or even months, in the body.
I had accefs to obferve a cafe, where, after lying
dormant for half a year, it broke out with unequvo-
cal fymptoms. But the following inftance, if to be

depended ppon, is fiill more extraordinary. Some:
years
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years ago, 1 was confulted by a gentleman about g
fore throat, which I declared to be venereal. My
patient was aftonithed; and affured me, that for nine
years paft he had not had the leaft venereal com-
plaint, nor had he any reafon to believe he had fince
received any infection: butat that time he had been
in the Eaft Indies, where he was affeted with a vio-
lent clap. On his return to Europe, being to ap-
pearance in perfect health, he married, and conti-
nued perfedily free of any {uch complaint ever fince.
By a mercurial courfe, however, the complaint for
which he applied to me was completely removed *.

WitH regard to its effeCls, the venereal poifon fol-
lows no conftant rule; for though in general it affects
firft the throat or fkin before it produces any {ymp-
toms in the bones, we fee in many inftances the bones
affeced without any {ymptom in the throat or {kin
before or after. In fome perfons it more particularly
attacks the throat, where it produces ulcerations ;
while in others it exerts its virulence on the fkin or
bones. Whilft the greateft part of mankind are thus
eafily affected by this poifon, there are fome few who
feem to be altogether unfulceptible of the infection,
and run every rifk without fuffering in the {fmalleft
degree ; juft as fome are never infected with the va-
riolus contagion, though they go into infected places,
and expofe them{elves to inoculation or every hazard

by

* This, and other fimilar cafes, however, lead me rather te
fufpeét that an abforption of the venereal poifon may perhaps

fometimes take place without any previous external local affe@ion
of the genitals, - |
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by which the difeafe is generally communicated.
Some perfons are more liable to be infeéted than o-
thers feemingly of the fame habit; nay, the very
fame perfon feems to be more liable to be infeéted at
one time than at another; and thofe who have been
- once infected feem to be more liable to catch the in-
fection a fecond time than thofe who never were in-
fected before with the difeafe. The climate, feafon,
age, fate of health, idiofyncrafy, are perhaps, as
in other difeafes, the neceflary predifpofing caufes.
The fame difference is obfervable in the progrefs
made by the difeafe after the patient is infected. In
fome the progrefs is flow, and the difeafe appears
fearce to gain any ground; while in others it advan-
ces with the utmoft rapidity, and {peedily produces
the moft terrible fymptoms. -

At what time this dreadful malady (the very idea
of which ‘poifons the fource of our moft happy mo-
' ments) was firft known among mankind in general,
or in Europe in particular, is a matter I cannot pre-
tend tordecide. Thus much we may affirm from
the accounts tran{mitted to us by ancient writers,
that the lues, with its horrid and fatal fymptoms,
{uch as we find it firft defcribed by medical and o-
ther writers towards the end of the fifteenth centu-
ry, had been unknown among our Greek or Roman
anceftors, though undoubtedly as licentious 2s their
barbarous or refined pofterity. Local complaints of
the genitals, indeed, very much like our-prefent ve-
nereal complaints of thofe parts in both fexes, wereé
known and accurately delineated by many of the

ancient writers: Such are the different complaints
defcribed
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defcribed by AEtius as well as thofe related by Pav-
Lus oF A.ciNa, and more efpecially the corroding ul-
cers of the prepuce and glans; the difcharge of thin
fanious matter from the penis; the mortification and
cancer of the penis ; thé phagedenic ulcer of the fame ;
the warts of the prepuce and glans; condylomata ad
anum ; the fwelled tefticles: arifing without éxternal
contufion ; all mentioned and exadlly deferibed by
Cersus*. But none of thefe we find any where
marked as contagious, as propagated by coition, or
-as producing {ymptoms like thofe we now obferve
produced by the venereal virus when abforbed and
diffufed through the f{yftem ; which, if they had
~ever happened, there is great reafon to believe we
would have been informed of by the medical, fatiri-
cal, or hiftorical writers of thofe times; who were
very careful and fagacious obfervers, and otherwife
far from giving us very favourable accounts of the
chaftity of the Roman ladies.

THoucH, however, thefe local complaints, fo much
refembling our prefent venereal ones, were not mark-
ed or obferved to be contagious and propagated by
coition at {o early a period, they were a few centu-
ries after, a long while before the lues broke out,
experienced and obferved to be fo, by feveral fuc-
ceflive writers; and that thofe difeafes were the very
fame with our prefent local venereal complaints, e-
very unprejudiced reader may convince himfelf, by
perufing thofe ancient writers; an hiftory of which
has been lately collected and publifhed by one of the

moil

- ® Lib, vi, cap. xviii. De obfcanarum p:il:iﬁm vitiis.
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moft learned and ingenious phyficians* in Europe,

whatever Friend, Afiruc, or other modern writers
may fay to the contrary.

Besipesthe law given inthe manufeript ftatutes, De
difciplina Lupanaris publici Avenionenfis (Avignon),
made in the year 1347 +, by Queen Joanna I. we
find Lanfrancus, and more elpecially Salicetus, in the

XL century, mentioning puffules, ulcers, cancer of
the glans penis, aviling poft coitum cum feeda muliere.
In the XIV. century, we find in Gordon, Arnoldus
de Villanova, and particularly Guido de Chauliac, one
of the firft furgeons who wrote in the middle of that
century, excoriations, burmings, corrufive, and putrid
ulcers, mentioned as arifing propter decubitum cum

muliere

* Dr Hensuer Gefebichte der Lufifzuche (Hiftory of the Lues
Venerea), Vol. I. Altona, 1783; where he added, by way of a
fupplement, excerpts of the different authors in their oripinal
Latin language.

+ After other regulations, the law proceeds thus: * Jubet
“ Regina Sabbato quolibet a Bayliva una cum chirurgo a confu-
“ libus propofito, mulieres meritorias fingulas luftrari; quotcun-
“ que in lupanari proftant. Et fi qua fcortatione mgritudinem
% yllam contraxerit, a ceeteris feponi ut feorfim habitet, ne fui
“ copiam facere poffit; ut morbi preecaveantur qui a juvenibus
“ Fnﬁ"znt concipi.” The Dueen furtber orders, that every one
of the women kept in that bawdy houfe fhould be wifited every Sa-
turday by the mother-abbefs, together with a furgeon appointed by
the magifirates for ibis purpofe; and if there be any who bave con-
trafled fome difeafe by fcortation, the fame [bould be feparated from
the refl, and be fbut up in a private room [o that fhe may not lie
with any man; in order to aveid by thele means the diforders whick
mitght be communicaied by ber to young men,
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muliere feda: and Becket* fays, « In an old MS. I
« have by me, written about” 1390, is a receipt for
“ Brenning of the pyntyl, yat men clepe ye dpegalle.
« Gallz being an old Englifh word for a running fore.
« They who know the etymology of the word apron,
" & cannot be ignorant of this. And in another MS.
« written about fifty years after, 15 a receipt for
“ burning in that part by a woman.”  He likewile
adduces two remarkable paffages from Englifh fta-
tutes about bawdy-houfes: One of 1163 fays, no
ftewholder to keep any woman that hathithe périlous
infirmity of burning. And that of 1430, written up-
on vellum, which was preferved in the court of the
bithop of Winchefter, begins thus: “ Here begynne
“ the ordinances, rules, and cuftoms, as well for the
“ falvation of mannes life, as for to afchewe many
“ mifchiefs and inconvenients,” &c. there 1s a law,
with a penalty of a hundred fhillings (a great fum
for the time), if any ftewholder keeps women in his
houfe habdentes nefandam infirmitatem ; or, as it is afa
terwards tranflated, having any ficknefs of brenning.
I could adduce a number of fimilar inftances, but I
think it unneceflfary to enlarge any further upon this
fubjet here; I rather refer my curious readers to Dr,
Henflor's book, where they will find a complete evi-
dence from hiftorical fa&ts.—But to fix the precife
year or time when that dreadful epidemical diforder,
with horrid exulcerations and monftrous excrefcences
on the fkin, with an intolerably ftinking ichorous
difcharge from the fame, {welling and caries of the
B : bones,

* See Philofoph. Tranfaions, Vol. XXX. pi 839, &c. ard
Vol. XXXI.
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bones, tormenting the patients with excruciating
pans, called at the times the Gallic Difeafe oy buy
Gallicus ), and which foon after obtained the more
proper name of Venereal Difeale (/ues venerea, [yphis
lis), firft appeared in Europe, is difficult and pers
haps impoffible exactly to determine: fo much is cer=
tain, that this new difeafe broke out towards the end
of the fifteenth century, between the years 1484 and
1494 and from the feveral writers of thofe times, and
the eritical inquiiries made. by, the late Dr. Sanchez ¥,
and more particularly by the laft mentioned ingeni:
ous Dr. Henfler, it is highly probable that this difeafe
had really exifted in Europe feveral years before Go-
Jumbus firft retwrned from the Caribbee iflands,
Itis, at leaft; undoubtedly wrong in us, to cons
clude that the -difeafe was brought to Europe from
the Welt Indies, becaufe it appeared and became
epidemic here at the time when Columbus returned
from his firft voyage 1493: or t6 fay, that, becaufe
it had been epidemic there, it was brought from
thence to us. I think it might be equally reafon-
able to allege, that it was brought into different parts
of the globe by the fame caufe, at the fame time.
However, (o far down as to the middle of the fixteenth
eentury, this difeafe was unknown altogether in
South-wefl America; and in fome parts of North
America, it was not yet known of late, Curious

and remarkable it is, that the firlt twenty years after
' ' the

-

* See Differtation fur I'origine de la maladie venerienne. and
Examen hiitorique [ur Vapparition de la maladic veneiienne en

Europe.
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the appearance of this new and peculiar difeafe, ‘it
was afcribed to'a peftilential temperature of the air;
and nobody, neither phyfician, nor any other perfon,
had the leaft idea or fufpicion of its being ever com-
municated by coition, or'in the leaft connected with
any difcharge fromy the qirethra or ulcers of the
genitals. '

INpEED nio mention is made by any of the earlier |
writers on the venereal difeale, of the genirals being
any way ever affeted ; and the difeafle was at that
period looked upon as a kind of plague ((Peftis, Mor-
bus Peflilentialis),  Only, in the beginning of the
fixteenth century, Pinétir, Torella, and Almenar, firft
mention, that the venereal difeale begins in the ge-
nitals, and from thence'is fpread and diffeminated ;
which, however, was at the time denied by others
to be always the cale, | |

~ Was this new catanéous difeale really a different
difeafe at the time? and was it only afterwards, by
being united or blended with the virus that produ-
ced blennorrhagias and ulcers of the genitals long be-
fore, that it transformed itfelf, it I might fay fo, in-
to our prefent fyphilis? Were the local difeales of
‘the genitals of former ages, and the cutaneous epi-

‘demic plague of rhe fifteenth century, ‘two different
“difeafes ?

. WhETHER the venereal poifon can be abforbed in-
to the fyftem, without a previous excoriation or ul-
weeration of the genitals, or fome other parts of the
furface of the body, was, as I mentioned in the for-

B2 mer
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mer editions of this book, ftill a matter of doubt.
Several cafes however, which eccurred to me and to
others, render it highly probable, if not certain, that
the poifon really is now and then ablorbed, witliout
any previous excoriation: or ulceration whatfoever,

and thus produces bubues and other venereal fymp-
toms in the body.

It has been. afferted by the earlieft and even by
fome late writers, that it may be caught by lying in
the fame bed or living in the fame room with or af.
ter an infected perfon *. ' What may have been the
cafe at the commencement of this difeate, I cannot
fay ; but, from the moft accurate obfervations and
experiments I have made upon the fubjet, I have
never been able to confirm this to be the cafe in our

times.

* The difeale, in its origin, muft have been very contagious
indeed, or, at leaft, been fulpeéied to be fo; becaufe, in the
year 1529, in November, when Cardinal Wolley, King Henry
NIlith's prime minifter, was accufed, amongft other articles of
_charge brought againit I'.iim'l:&j.r the H_uuf: of Lords, the very re-
markable vne is, his whifpering in the King’s ear, knowing him-
felf to be affected with venereal diftempers. See Hume's Hil.
Vol. IV. p. 451, note C.

Schelliz, a German phyfician, the earlieft writer on this dil-
eale, who wrote in the year 1494 or 1495, fays, that the poifon .
1s very fubtle, and ealily proves centagious, not only by the air,,
breath, or habitation in the fame room, but allo by the clothes)
which had been worn by infeéted people.

The Sibbens in Scotland is now-a-days caught, not only by ly-.
ing in bed with, but allo on the flighteit touching of the perfon
affe@ed. But this diforder {eems to be a difcale compofed of the
jtch and the lues; and may therefore be eafily communicated b

the touch.
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times. Nor do we ever fee nurfes infefted in the
Lock Hofpital, where they live night and day with
patients in all flages of the diltemper. The fa@
feems to be, that patients in our times are apt to im-
pofe upon themfelves, or upon phyficians and fur-
geons, with regard to this matter; and the ab?ve
opinion eafily gains ground among the vulgar, elpe-
cially in countries where people are more influenced
by prejudices, fuperftition, fervile fituation in life, or
other circumftances. Hence we {fometimes hear the
moft ridiculous accounts given in thofe countiiés, by
friars and common f{oldiers, of the manner by which
they came to this diforder: Such as piles, gravel,
eolics, contufions, fevers, little-houfes, lying in fuf-
pected beds, or lying in a bed with a fulpe@ed per-
fon, retention of the femen, coitus with a woman

in menftruation, the ufe of cyder, bad wine or beer,
&e. '

Axorder queftion, which I am equally unable to
 decide, is, Whether the veneral poifon ever infects
any fluid of our body befides the mucous and lym-
phatic {yftem. Hence I am in-doubt, whether the
venereal poifon in an infected woman ever affe@s the
milk ; and confequently whether the infeion can
thus be conveyed to the infant by the milk alone,
without any venereal ulcers on or about the nipples.
It is equally a matter of uncertainty to me, whether
the venereal difeafe is ever conveyed from an infe@-
ed father or mother, by coition, to the feetus, pro~
vided their genitals are found : or, whether a child
is ever affeted with venereal fymptoms in the ute-
rus of an infected mother, Such infe@ed infants as

came
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came under my own obfervation, or that of my
friends, whofe pracice affords them frequent oppor-
tunities of {eeing new-born infants, feeined rather to
militate againft the opinion. Neither I myfelf, nor
any of them, have ever been able to obferve ulcers
or other fymptoms of a venereal kind upon new-born
children ; and fuch as make their appearance four,
fix, eight, or more days afterwards, on.the genitals,
anus, lips, mouth, &c. may: rather be fuppofed to a-
rife by infection during the paffage from ulcers in the
yagina of the mother; the tkin of the infant being

. then nearly in as tender a ftate as the glans penis or

the labia; and this is perhaps the time when an ab-
forption of the venereal poilon might eafier take place
without a previous e:mcormtmn or ulceration of the

{kin.

Arr the ways, therefore, by which we fee, in our
days, the venereal poifon communicated from an un-
healthy to an healthy perfon, may be reduced to the
fulluwmg heads: -

1. By the coition'of an bealthy perfon with another
wha is infebted with venereal [ymptoms of the genitals.

apcaelly the coition of an bealthy perfon with another
apparently bealthy, in whofe genitals the poifon lies con-
cealed, without baving yet produced any bad [ymptoms.
Thus, a woman who has perhaps received the in-
feion from a man two or three days before, may,
during that time, infe@, and often does infed, the
man or men who have to do with her afterwards,

without having any {ymptom of the difcafe vifible
- upon
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upon herfelf; and, vice verfa, a man may infect a
woman in the fame manner. Such 1nltances occur

in pradlice every day.

3. By fucking. = In this cale, the nipples of the wet
nurfe may be infeéted by venereal ulcers in the mouth
of the child; or, wice verfu, the nipples of the nurfe
being infected, will occalion venereal ulcers in the
child’s nofe, mouth, or lips. I have mentioned a-=
bove, that I was uncertain, whether the venereal
poifon was ever propagated by means-of the milk
from the brealt. : :

4. By expofing to the contact of the venereal poifon
any. part of the furface of the body, by killing, touch-
ing, &c. efpecially if the parts {o expofed have been
previoufly excoriated, wounded, or ulcerated, by
any caufe whatever. In this manner we frequently
fee venereal ulcers arife in the fcrotum and thighs;
and there are [ome well-attefted inftances where the
infeclion took place in the fingers of midwives or
furgeons. 1 have likewife feen {everal inftances of
venereal ulcers in the noftrils, eye-lids, and lips, of
perfons who had touched rheir own genitals, or thofe
of others, affeted at the time with local vénereal
complaints, and then rubbed their noftrils, &c. with
the fingers, without previoufly wathing the hands.

- Wk had a few years ago here in London, a melan.
choly example of a young lady, who, after having
drawn a decayed tooth, and replaced it with one
taken immediately from a young woman apparently
in perfect health, was foon after affected with an ulcer

in
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in the. mouth. The fore manifefted {ymptoms of a
venereal nature : but fuch was its obftinacy, that it
refifted the moft powerful mercurial remedies, termi-
nating at laft in a caries of the maxilla, with a moft
fhocking erofion of the mouth and face; by which
the unhappy patient was deftroyed : during all this,
however, we are-informed, that not the {mallet ve-
nercal fymptom was perceived in the woman from
whom the found tooth was procured.

5. By wounding any part of the body with a lances
or knife infecled wwith the venereal virus. In this in-
ftance there is a fimilarity between the venereal poi-
fon and that of the {mall-pox. We have feveral
examples of the latter being produced by bleeding
with a lancet which had been previoufly employed
for the purpofe of incculation, or of opening vario-
lus puftules, without being properly cleaned after-
wards. In Moravia, in the year 1577, a number of
perfons who, being aflembled in a houfe for bathing;
had themfelves, according to the cuftom of that time,
fcarified by the barber, were all of them infected
with the venereal difeafe, and treated accordingly.
Krato the phyfician, and Jordan who gavea defcrip-
tion of this diftemper, are both of opinion that it was
" communicated by means of the fearifying inftrument.
And Van Swieten.relates feveral inftances where the
lues was communicated by a fimilar carelefinefs in
cleaning the. inftrument ufed in bleeding or [carifi-
cation.

No branch of the medical art has, as far as my
knowledge extends, received {0 many valuable ime
provements
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provements from modern praclice as the treatment
of the different venereal complaints. Thefe improve-
ments, I venture to fay, were principally made, be-
caule medical men themleives were s much fubjeét
to thefe complaints as any other perfon; and I be-
lieve, that amongft the varicu: difeafes to which
mankind are {ubje&, there is none of which the cure

'is now more ealy and certain than the venereal dif-

eafe, if properly -nd judicioufly treated : but if, on

the other fide, neglected, or unfkillfully treated, we
fee it often not only extremely obftinate, but fome-
times incurable and fatal; and it is a well-known
truth, that many pérﬁms have their conflitution
broken, and fuffer more by the prepoftercus treat-
ment than by the difeafe itfclf. Yet there is {carce
any difeafe in which more people pretend to ikill
then in this; and among the whole herd of quacks,

thére is hardly one who does not pretend to fome fu-

i

P.

perior knowledge, or to the pefleflion of fome parti-
cular noftrum, which he fets forth as the beff and
moft infallible remedy for this diforder in all its va-
ricus ftages. Thus, with confummatée impudence
they impofe on fuch patients as have the misfortune
to fall into their hands, and who, fooner or later,
generally fuffer feverely for their credulity ; where-
as it is beyond doubt, that the cure of this diftemper
in all its various ftages, requires. not only a great de-
gree of judgment in the choice and dofe of the me-
dicines, but likewife fuch an exa® knowledge of
the conflitution of the patient, as is not to be obtain-
ed but by attentive experience and judicious obfer-
vation. Hence more than common abilities are often
yequifite perfe@tly and radically to cure a confirmed

U C lues,
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lues, or venereal complaints which have been pre-
pofteroufly treated. The great number of unfortu-
nate vitims to ignorance and rapacity, which we

daily fee, are but fo many confirmations of the truth
of this affertion.

From the moft authentic accounts, it cannot be
doubted that venereal complaints were formerly
much more dreadful, violent, and even not unfre-
quently fatal. This is generally imputed to the more
malignant nature of the poifon at that time; and it is
imagined that it afterwards grew more mild. Thismay
indeed be true in fome refpeéts; though, on the other
fide, 1 have feen the difeafe, with all its different fymp-
toms, in a number of inftances, as violent and invete-

rate as ever defcribed by any author of the fixteenth

or feventeenth century. We fee, however, in general,
thofe dreadful complaints now by far not {o often in
Europe. This may indeed be partly owing to the
‘venereal poifon having grown milder by its diffufion
- through mankind ; but greatly, I think, to the im-
provements made in the treatment of this difeafe,
and more efpecially to the enlightened principles of
humanity {preading all over Europe, and happily
fucceeding the barbarous fuperftition and cruelty of
former times. We no longer abhor or expofe thofe
poor unhappy wretches on the dunghill, or let them
die, as the Kalmucks do their brethren and children
affected with the {mall-pox, without giving them the
leaft affiftance : both fexes, being in our times lefs
expofed to the prejudice of others, apply {ooner for
relief, and- obtain it more eafily from more humane
and better inftruéled phyficians and furgeons; and

i Tam
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I am perfuaded it 1s owing principally 1_:0 thi?, thiat
the difeafe is not only lefs frequent, but in all its dif-
ferent {ymptoms lefs violent, in London, than in
any other capital in Europe. People of the lower
clals have not only fo many places wheré they ob-
tain advice and medicines from unprejudiced and
{kilful perfons for nothing ; but thofe of the female
fex, who would perhaps be detained by fhame from
applying to fuch a place, eafily find fome benevolent
perfon who will give-them money to fupport them-
{elyes during their miferable fituation ; and as eafily
a medical man, who will undertake to cure them
without expeiting any remuneration what{oever. I
know this is no where the cafe on the continent of
Europe : befides; the generality of their phyficians
and furgeons, not having the advantage of {uch a li-
beral education, have not feldom more confined no-
tions of morality, and often but a very fuperficial
knowledge of this difeafe. Our phyficians and fur-
geons, do not think themfelves authorifed to re-
proach their venereal patients with their mifery in a
rude and inhuman manner; nor are they fo infatuated
with {uperftition, as to believe, and look upon them-
felves as the chofen inftruments of heaven, to punifh
thofe poor creatures for thofe imaginary crimes, ra-
ther than to relieve them, as I have a thoufand times
heard even in feveral great capitals on different parts
of the continent. Our magiftrates and police do
not force thefe wretches into a prifon, or into an
hofpital not very different from a prifon; but they
are {atisfied to put in their way all poffible means to
‘procure relief for themfelves. In other countries,
where government purfues a different plan, where

G 2 Pmr
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poor venereal patients have no place of refort, where
they are expofed to die of hunger during the cure, |
or where ‘they are even intimidated from applying
m time ; in thofe countries T have frequently feen
the diforder-in its moft horrid ftages, and fuch as are
almoft unknown in this ccountry. In. fhort, let a
perfon make the tour of Europe, and only take no-
tice of the venereal patients, as well as thofe who are
confined in hofpitals, as thofe who live or die un-
noticed, under the moft horrid {ymptoms of this
difeale, in their private abodes; and he will, in my
opinion, be able to form as {olid a judgment of the
comparative progrefs of enlightened principles of
governments in different countries, from thefe ob-
fervations, as from any other inquiry whatfoever.
He will be aftonifhed to find at this day fuch a dif-
ference between the {everal governments with regard
to barbarity and humanity, as I found with refpe
-to {cience and learning, not many years ago, between
- two modern univerfities; I mean Goettingen in Ha-
nover, and Lowvain in the Netherlands. = In the for-
mer, every inftitution feems calculated to inculcate
upon the minds of young men every kind of ufefal.
knowledge, and the moft liberal principles of philan-.
- thropy ; whereas, in the latter, every thing feems.
to confpire to keep the youth in fuperitition and ig--
norance, and to engrave in their hearts all the prin-.
ciples of intolerance and hatred of #rue learning of
every kind, for which we now fo julily blame our
forefathers.

I HavE at leaft hitherto found, in my different tra-.

vels, the frequency and violence of venereal com-.
plaints:
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G AP,

Ox~ the BLENNORRHAGIA or CLAP,

THE Clap* isa local inflammation, attended with the
difcharge of a puriform matter from the lacunz or
mucous glands of the urethra in men, and from thofe
of the labia or vagina in women; accompanied with
a frequent defire of making water, occafioning a
fcalding, or pricking and burning pain, during the

/ fime

* This difeafe occurs in the Latin authors under the different
denomivations of Gonorrbea, G. Virulenta, G. Venerea, Fluor
Albus Malignus, The name Gonorrbaa is derived from the Greek
yom, genitura, femen, and pew, fuo, i. e. fluxus feminis; which is
a very improper name for the diforder in queflion, becaufe it con-
veys an erronecus idea. The name Gonorrrbea implies a dil-
charge of femen, which never takes place in this diforder. If a
Greek- name is to be retained, I would call it Blenmorrbagia,
from Baivv@ mucus, and pis, Huo, 1. e. Mucifluxus (affivus ;) and thus
diftinguifh it both from real gonorrbeas and from gleets ; to which
latter I would give the name Blennorrbea, Muciflusus (paffivus,)
t. e. without phlogiftic fymptoms. In Englith, the difeafe is com-
‘monly called a Clap, from the old French word elapiers; which
were public fhops kept and iuhabited by fingle proftitutes, and
generally confined to a particular quarter of the town, as we fee
il to-day in feveral of the great towns in Italy; in German, a
Tripper, from dripping; and in French, a Chaude-piffe, from the
heat and {calding in making water: names derived from the prin-
¢ipal F}:mptdms.uf the difeale. See the Nofological/ Talble of this
difeafe at the end of the following chapter.
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vime of its paffage; which may arife from any acrid
fimulus, but more efpecially and gemmﬂy from the
venereal poifon applied to thofe parts.

Tars diftemper, we may obferve, 1. Is a local in-
flammation ; and therefore, like all thofe of the fame
kind, does but feldom affect the whole {yitem.

2. The difcharge, ‘though the matter has a puru-
lent appearance, is not a real pus, much lefs femen,
as fome patients fancy. The matter difcharged 1s
nothing elfe but merely the mucus' of the urethra or
vagina fecreted in a larger quantity than ufual, and
changed in its colour and confiftence by the ftimu-
lus applied to thefe parts; like the mucous difcharge
from the nofe or lungs in a coryza, or cough from
cold, where the mucus affumes nearly the fame pu-
rulent appearance: for which reafonIgave it the new,
but T hope proper, name puriform.—It 1s an errone-
ous notion, that this difcharge arifes always from an
ulcer in the urethra. In ninety-nine out of an hun-
dred claps, perhaps there is no fuch thing as an ul-
cer; but the difeafe is merely a fuperficial eryfipe-
latous inflammation of the internal membrane of the
urethra, like that above-mentioned of the mucous
membrane of the nofe or lungs from cold*., For in

this

* This has been hitherto rather {uppefed, than proved by any
direct faft, Anatomills, examining the urethra of men who had
Iaboured during their lifetime repeatedly under claps, found, af-
ter death, no cicatrix in the urethra; and thence the conclufion
was drawn, that thofe difcharges were generally not accompanied
with an ulceration. This, however, would prove little or nothings *

. becaufe we fee daily, that thankers on the preguce or glans, though

fometimes
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this laft eafe, though the difcharge has much the ap-
pearance of purulent matter, we know that it does not |
proceed from an ulcer in the nofe or lungs. Thus
we may eafily account for the quantity of the mat-
ter difcharged; and have no reafon to be furprifed
that fo large an excretion as 1s frequently obferved
In violent claps, fhould fo little affe@ the conflitu-
tion: while if an equal quantity of femen, or real pus,
was difcharged, we fhould find the conftitution and
frength of our patients materially injured ; which,
however, is hardly ever the cafe, even in the moft
virulent clap.

3. Inave faid, that the difcharge, though moft
generally arifing from the venereal virus, may pro-
_ceed from any ftimulus fufficiently firong applied to
the urethra. To difcufs this latter fubject more fully,
I fhall confider it under the three following heads,

L. I am of opinion, that claps, “ arifing from an
“ external

fometimes pretty deep, go off, ard are a fhort time after fo obli-
terated, as not to leave the leafl mark of a former ulcer or cica-
trifation behind.  To conclude thence that there has never bren
any ulcer, becaufe in fuch a cadaver we find no cicatrifation on.
the prepuce or glans, would in this cale be evidently wrong.
But what anatomills have hitherto only fuppofed, is now made
evident by an obfervatian of my friend Dr. Sto//, profeflor of the
prafice of phyfic at Vicnna, He diflefted a man who died in
his bofpital while labnuriu;_a:- under-a viruleot clap. On opening
the urethra carefully, he found its internal furface preternaturaliy
, red; two of the lymphatics white and enlarged; and the puri:
form ‘matter vozing out from the internal membrane, efpecially
at the lacuna, where the feat of the diforder was, without the

leaft appearance of an ulceration or excoriation,
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w pvternal caule, are a¢tually excited by the ftimulus
“ applied to the cavity of the urethra itfelf;” and
that confequently, in coition, the virulent mucus of
the vagina is driven, or, if I might {o fay, pumped
or forced into the urethra, and not, as fome writers
have imagined, abforbed by the lymphatics of the
glans penis, and thence depofited at the lacuna un-
der the frenum.—If fuch an abforption atually took
place, we (hould every day obferve virulent runnings
originally feated low down in the urethra, as well as
under the freenum; whereas this is {feldom or never
the cafe.  The feat of thefe runnings is always ori-
iginally in the lacuna Morgagni, under the frenum;
and thofe which are found to have their feat at the
curvatura penis, or lower down in the urethra, are
not: {o at the commencement of the difeafe, or arife
from an internal caufe.  What has been faid of the
impoffibility of fuch an immediate application of the
virus to the infide of the urethra, becaufe its orifice
is clofely fhut up during erection, and therefore ad-
-mits not of any fuch introduction, appears to me only
.to be reafloning from an ill-grounded theory *.

IL. I suart prove, both from well-eftablithed prin-

. ciples, and from practical obfervations, “ that claps
** not only may, but moft frequently do, arife from

% the {fame venereal poifon which, applied to other

1880 | ““ parts

* What is faid here rejates only to thofe claps which arife from
- @ caufe externally applied. But though venereal blennorrhagias
do generally arife from an external caufe, it is highly probable to

- me, that they may fometimes be excited by the venereal or any
other acrid matter depofited from the mafs.
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“ parts of the body, produces fhankers, or ether
¢ {ymptoms of the lues.”—It has of late been affert-
etd, even by fome phyficians of eminence, that the

~ poifon which produces a clap 1s different from that

which produces the lues; and feveral {pecious argu-
ments have been brought in favour of this para-
doxical opinton. This difpute concerning the na-
ture of claps, leads me into a difcuffion the more
agreeable, as it is of confiderable importance in prac-
tice; and as experiments and obfervations will, I
think, enable me to prove ‘not only the contrary,
but perfectly to reconcile the different opinions, and
thus fet the matter in a clear light, and free it from
that obfcurity in which it has been hitherto involy-
ed. I entcr therefore into the difcuffion of this fub-
ject with the confideration of the different reafons al-
leged for that favourite dodirine.

Fir/t, Yvis faid, That the poifon which produces the
clap does nevery like that of fhankers, produce any ve~
niereal fymptoms:in the mafs; or the lues itfelf. To this
1 reply, that though a lues is feldom produced by 2
blennorrhagia, yet we are by no means to look up-
on this as univerfally true. ' The reafon why claps
-do not, like thankers, conftantly produce the lues,
is, that moft of'them, if not ill treated, excite only

-a fuperficial inflammation in-the internal membrane

of the urethra, without any ulceration, Hence ab-
Aforption. cannot eafily take place, the poifon being

out of the courfe of the circulation. But I have

{een claps, through injudicious treatment, or where
the difeafe had been originally accompanied with an
ulcer of the urethra, followed by the moft unequi-

vocal
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vocal fymptoms of the lues itfelf. The reafon why
the venereal poifon indeed, when applied to the ure-
thra, does not fo frequently produce ulcers as when
applied to the glans, prepuce, and other external
_parts, is, that the internal membrane of the urethra
is defended by a large quantity of mucus, the fecre-
tion of which is moreover augmented, fometimes to
a furprifing degree, by the prefent ftimulus. AS
long as this mucus is fecreted in fuch abundance,
the poifon is inveloped, the urethra defended, and
thus the formation of ulcers effectually prevented:
but if, either from the violence of the irritation, or
from any other caufe, this fecretion is diminifhed,
or if by improper injeétions the mucus be wathed a-
way while fome of the poifon remains; 1 am of opi-
nion, from more than twenty inftances which occur-
red to me, that in nine fuch cafes out of ten, an ex-
coriation or ulceration of the urethra, and fubfequent
pox, will be as certainly the confequence, as from
venereal ulcers in any other part of the body. If
there was the fame quantity of mucus between the
perpuce and the glans, as there is in the cavity of the
arethra, we fhould as feldom fee ulcers there as we
do in the urethra in cafes of fimple blennorrhagia.
We obferve, that when the poifon meets there with a
large quantity of mucus, as is fometimes the cafe, it
then produces no ulcers, but only a great fecretion
of puriform mucus, which is commonly called a go-
norrbea [puria, but which with more propriety may
be termed a Blennorrbagia balani, i. e. an a@ive dif
charge from the glans or corona glandis. The rea-
{fon why this kind of running is lefs frequent than
thole from the urethra, appears to me to be, the

D 2 {mall
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fmall quantity of mucus which in moft people is fez
creted in thefe parts; whence the virus, ot being
{ufficiently diluted, commonly produces thefe erofi-
ons, or venereal ulcers, called fhankers.—This like:
wile receives a confiderable confirmation from the
well-knewn fac, that women very {eldom have
fhankers in the vagina though very frequently in the

labia pudendi and nymphe. The mere want of a

{ufficient quantity of mucus on the latter, accounts,
in my opinion, fufficiently for this effe&.

Secondly, Trey maintain, That the poifon of the clap
never produces [bankers, and that the poifon of [bankers
never produces a clap.—In confirmation of this affer-
tion, it has been faid, that a perfon who has thank-
ers will never communicate any other complaint but
fhankers, and that a perfon who has a clap:cannot
communicate any thing buta clap. I will not de-
ny that this 1s frequently the cafe’; but repeated and
attentive obfervation authorifes me to fay, that, like
too many other- medical writers, they have drawn
a general conclufion from a few obfervations favour-
able to their own preconceived opinion. For in

‘many cafes where I had occafion to examine both

parties, I have been convinced, that thankers were
communicated by a perfon affected with a fimple
clap; and, vice verfa, that a wirulent clap had been
the confequence of an infection from a perfon hav-
ing fimple thankers only. But there is a more firik-
ing proof than this, which has not been taken notice
of, viz. if a patient afflited with a venereal running
does not take care to keep the prepuce and glans
Imrfe&ly clean, fhankers will very often be pr’ud;-
| ' - : ced ;

i
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ced § the caufe of which may evidently be traced to
the matter of the clap. This is one of the principal
reafons why, in cafes of blenncrrhagia, we infift fo
much on the parts being kept clean; experience
having taught us, that fhankers frequently arife
from negligence in this particular, even fometimes
after the running has confiderably abated. For the
fame reafon, I conftantly order thofe patients to
keep their hands clean ; having feen repeated inftan-
ces of venereal ulcers in the nofe and eye-lids being
the confequence of this neglect. But befides this,
will any man of the medical profeflion doubt, that
matter taken from a fhanker, and applied to the
urethea, would not produce a clap? This is an ex-
periment which I certainly thould not venture to try
on myfelf. I muft conclude, thérefore, that though
writers who have afligned this fecond reafon, may be
right in a few cafes which fell under their own ob-
fervation, they are wrong in deducing a general rule
from a few faéts ; as I myfelf would be, in conclud-
ing from {everal contrary inftances which I have ob-
ferved, that a clap always communicates fhankers,
and {hankers always a clap. Some cafes of this kind
I have {feen, as already mentioned, where in the
fourth or fifth week of an ill-treated clap, or from
a neglect of external cleanlinefs, fhankers have been
produced in places that had been perfe@ly well be-
fore : but this furely would be a very flender reafon
for aflerting that fuch is always the cafe. Thefe
fhankers arifing from the matter of a clap, were, to
my obfervation, conftantly as virulent and infe@ious
as original ones ; and, like thefe, when left to them-
fclves, produced the fame pernicious fymptoms in
2y the
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the body ; and if a perfon who has fuch ulcers was
to believe that they are not venereal, nor capable of
bringing on the lues, becaufe they fo plainly origi-
nated from the matter of a clap, he certainly would
find him{elf moft difagreeably miftaken.

T birdly, Tue latt, and in their opinion the moft
unanfwerable, reafon for believing that the virus of
a clap and of a confirmed lues are njaterially diffe-
rent 1s, as they fay, That mercury never contributes
2o, or accelerates, the cure of a clap ; but that, on the
contrary, every blennorrbagia may be certainly cured
without mercury, and without any danger of leaving
the lues bebind.—To this I reply, That it is indeed a
certain and authenticated fad, that a great many
claps may be, and are, cured without mercury, I
have {een many inftances, where water, drunk for a
confiderable time, has cured the clap fully as well
as any medicine whatever. Nature is very often
able to effect a cure in acute diftempers, if we would
allow her to proceed undifturbed in her operations.
Nature, when irritated by the poifon, will excite a_
greater fecretion of mucus than ufual, in the fame
manner as the lachrymal gland pours out a larger
quantity of water when a grain of fand falls into the
eye. This larger quantity of mucus an{wers the
- purpofe of diluting the poifon as effectually as any
medicine artificially injected. Befides, the poifon is
by this means not only diluted, but carried off in
part by the running; and the modern praclice of
curing claps, by injecting fweet oil, or other muci-
laginous liquors, into the urethea, does nothing but
affift nature in this falutary work,

Bur
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But though I allow that claps may generally be
cured without mercury, yet repeated experience has
fhown me, that it is not always poffible to accomp-
lith a cure in fuch an agreeable manner. In thofe
eafes where the blennorrhagia is of a milder kind,
without any ulcer or e€xcoriation in the urethra, it
may certainly be radically cured without ufing a
grain of mercury: and though mercury fhould be
given in fuch cafes internally, it cannot have the
leaft effe@; not becaufe the difeafe does not proceed
from a venereal poifon, but becaufe it lies out of the
reach of the cirulation.

To what is further alleged, that mercury never
fhows any power in accelerating the cure of a blen-
norrhagia, I reply, That they not only confound the.
runnings which arife from the venereal virus, with
thofe which are occafioned by other caufes ; but that
they do not make a proper diftinétion between the
internal ufe of mercury and the topical application
of it. I readily allow, that mercury given internal-
1y cannot cure fimple claps, as the caufe of the dil-
eafe lies out of its reach. But the fame confequence
cannot be drawn concerning its topical application.
I'am indeed perfectly convinced, not only that mu-
cilaginous injections, combined with mild mercuri-
al preparations, contribute to the cure, but® that -
they are the fafeft, {peedieft, and beft of all me-
thods for that purpofe: though I do not deny, that
in fimple claps mercury applied in this way does not
always produce beneficial effects; which, however,
is often owing, I think, to the ufe of improper me-
dicines or injections,

-I'r
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It muft allo be obferved, that in this difpute; thie
contending parties feem to have entirely overlooked
the diftinétion between the fimple venereal blennorr-
‘hagia and that combined with an ulceration of th&
urethra: and of fuch importance is it to attend to

‘this diftinction, that daily experience thows us, that

xunnings of the latter kind are not only cured more
{fafely and expeditioufly by the ufe of mercury, but -4
that they are very often, if not always, totally in-
curable without it; and that the gleets remaining
-after thefe claps, though they obftinately refift all
other remedies, yet frequently very readily yield to
the ufe of mercury, either externally or internally
applied. I can éven affirm with certainty, that a
gleet of this latter kind, of any ftanding, can never
-be radically cured without it,

I now proceed to examine the Iaft part of this ob-

-jeétion, viz. That a clap never leaves a lues behind:
This they have, no doubt, very frequently obferv-

ed ; but here they fall into the fame miftake as for-
merly, by not diftinguifhing 'ﬁmple claps from thofe

<accompanied with an ulceration of, the urethra. - In-
.deed it muft be allowed, that an abforption cannot

eafily take place in fimple blennorrhagias : though

I confefs it to be yet a matter of doubt with me, whe-
~thereven in this cafe an abforption and confequent

lues do not fometimes happen; at leaft we have not

_a fufficient number of obfervations to determine this
- point with certainty. .

i Bur whatever may be the cafe in fimple blennorr-

hagias, it is eertain, that when the difeafe.is accom-
panied
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panied with an ulcer of the urethra, the parts are
then difpofed to an abforption of the virus. In thefe
eircumflances, 1 never met with a fingle cafe where
this abforption did not take place; and, if early re-
courfe was not had to mercury, the lues moft cer-
tainly was the confequence. Ihave alfo met with fe-
veral inftances, where, from the accidental wounding
of a fmall blood-veflel in the urethra by the unikil-
ful application of the fyringe or catheter, the virus
of a fimple clap has been ablorbed, and produ-
ced unequivocal venereal fymptoms in the {yftemn;
which, nﬂtm*hﬁandmg their origin, yielded very
readily to mercury. We may therefore affuredly
conclude, that there are fome claps which cannot be
cured without mercury; though there are others
which may be removed without the ufe of that re-
medy, and without any bad confequerice enfuing.
An account of fome inftances which came under my
obfervation, will fet this matter in'a clearer light,

A vounc man of about twenty-three years of age,
in perfect health, happened to be infeted with a im-
ple blennorrhagia, without any other venereal {ymp-
tom. The running had been injudicioufly ftopped ;
the confequence of which was a total fuppreflion of
urine. A furgeon was called ; and the patient be-
ing unable to bear any longer the paih from the dif-
tention of the bladder, recoutfe was had to the ca-
theter. But on approaching the neck of the blad-
der, a great refiftance was found, which prevented
the inftrument frombeing further introduced, though
every poflible method was tried. After waiting a
little while, a fecond attempt was made, but with-
i out
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out fuccefs. As the pain increafed, and from the
accumulation of urine there was great danger of a
rupture of the bladder, a paffage for the catheter
was at laft forced with as little violence as poffible;
which was {ucceeded by fome drops of blood from
the urethra, and followed by a large difcharge of
urine.. By proper treatment the patient recovered
in a few days from this dreadful {ymptom ; the run-
ning came on again; and, in a fhort time after, he
was, as we imagined, thoroughly cured. But foon
after, although there had not been the leaft appear-
. ance of a fhanker throughout the whole courfe of
the difeafe, an exofiofis, with a viclent paiﬁ_ about
the middle of the fternum, made its appearance.
Mercury was adminiftered; in a few days the pa-
tient found himfelf better, and in five weeks was
perfectly cured.—Now from an attentive confidera-
tion of this cafe, I would afk any unprejudiced
perfon, Whether it is not reafonable to fuppofe,
‘that by foreing the catheter fome veflel had been
wounded, in confequence of whj’:.;h the abforption
took place; that the patient was from that mo-
ment infeéted, and afterwards cured in the fame
manner as if he had received the infeGtion from 3
{hanker %, | 110 9
o .T-];;g;.d_.i..i_‘i;c_r!:nt pnieric;:;'l of time at which the venereal difeale
and the'bllénhhr;hagi_a'ﬁ}ﬁ appeared, has 2lfo been urged as an
argument for the difference between the virus of the one and
that of ‘the other. But it is abfurd to oppofe uncertainty to
uncertainty : we are, I think, as ignorant of the precile period
when the lues firft appeared, as we are of that of the clap. It
has heen af{q.rt&dl, that. the inhaﬁitants of the South-fea 1flands,

though affided with the lues, are yet frce from the blennorthas
f - b | r i gia.
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A cenTLEMAN of about forty years of age, who
formerly had laboured under different claps within
thefe laft five or fix years, got one, which he found,
as he faid, rather mild, without much pain in mak-
ing water, and hardly any pain in erection the firft
five or fix days; when, after violent exercife, he felt '
the whole urethra, and more efpecially the neck of
the bladder, much irritated; for which, however, he
took nothing but a mercurial purgative, and rubbed
into the perineeum fome mercurial ointment every
day. Thefe fymptoms, together with the running,
were nearly gone in eight days time, leaving only a
little forenefs in the perineeum behind. But the com-
plaint for which he now confulted me was a pain in
the xyphoid cartilage, fo violent indeed that he even
could not bear the touch. I advifed him to rub in
fome more mercurial ointment into the perinaum for
two days. When I faw him again, the pain was not
milder; but it had left its former place, and occu-
pied now the middle of the fternum, which troubled
him much, efpecially laft night. I adminiftered him
a courfe of mercury; by the ufe of which this com-
plaint difappeared in a fhort time after.

Taus far I have anfwered the arguments which
were adduced to prove that the clap is riever of a
venereal nature; or, in other words, that # never
proceeds from a poifon of the fame nature with the

U3 lues.

gia. But Capt,aiﬁ King, who made the late voyage round the
world with Captain Cook, affured me that this tras falfe, and

that lic himfelf had feen many of them with the matter dripping
from their urethra. ;
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lues. But though I have thown that this doftrine i
exceptionable, yet I am far from maintaining, that

all claps arife from the venereal virus. On the con-
trary,

- IITi T am convinced,.from experiments made on
myfelf, and'from obfervations made upon others,
“ that blennorrbagias fomzetimes arife from other acrimo-
¢ nies, or jflimuli, applied tothe urethra, with rzmr@*
“ the. fame [ymptoms as we obferve in a venereal one ;’
nuy, I am now even inclined to believe, that fuch
claps may fometimes be propagated as well as vene-
real ones. Whether the gonorrheeas, of which we
have an account in fome ancient writers, were of
that nature, I am unable to determine; and there-
fore forbear to enter upon the fubject. I fhall only
juit obferve, that the blennorrhagias I am here {peak-
ing of, are very different from the flux of real femen,
or from the flux of mucus from the proftate gland.
Thefe latter complaints, arifing chiefly from a weak-
nefs of the excretories of thefe parts, occafioned by
an abufe of venery, and efpecially by manuftupra-
tion, do not come within my prefent plan.

I prOCEED, therefore, to the main point, viZ. to
prove, that local inflammations of the urethra, ac-
companied witha running, commonly called Gonorr-
licea, are not always, either in men or women, of a
venereal nature, This idea firft occurred to me from
having frequently obferved in ftone-horfes a kind of
running of a greenifh-yellow matter from the urethra.
This running, which arifes from caufes [till unknown
to me, L have feen lait only for a few days, and then

£0
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gb off fpontaneoufly. The fame, El:ld that more ’Eji'::-
quently, 1 have obferved 1n dogs, wnhﬂu‘t perceiving
that they feemed to fuffer much pain from it; and
though indeed they continued to lick the part almoit .
conftantly, they were never affected with any ualcer
of the mouth. I have befides, for thefe many years
paft, been confulted, by a variety of patients, f‘m“_
cunnings very much fimilar to venereal blennorrha-
gias, but often fo mild in their fymptoms, and {o
fhort i their duration, that I began to doubt of their
venereal nature. I have feen married people, who
lived together in the mo't perfect harmony and friend-
fhip, where the one was affe@ted with fuch a di{charge
for feveral days, without communicating the leaft
fymptom to the other. With fome of them I have
been moft intimately acquainted ; and convinced be-
yond any doubt, that they were faithfully attached
to each other; and that therefore the difeale muft
have been owing to fome other caulfe, %

. AL thefe obfervations taken together, led me to
believe, that fome kinds of thefe runnings might per-
haps owe their origin, not to the venereal poifon, but
to fome different caufe, either external or internal,
I began to fufped, that a dilcharge might be pro-
duced by any {timulus applied to the urethra, whe-
ther venereal or not, provided it was fufficiently a-
erid to excite an inflammation, and confequent pre-

ternatural fecretion of mucus from the urethra; juft
as coryzas, accompanied with a large preternaturally

«coloured fecretion from the mucous membrane of the
nofe, arife from other caufes. Huving revolved thefe
ideas in my mind for feveral years, 1 determined at
| : . laft
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laft to try an experiment upon myfelf, which fhould
either confirm the theory I had laid down, or entire- |
ly overthrow it. With this view, I tock fix ounces
of water, and dropped into it as much of cauftic vo. _
- latile alkali as gave the mixture a very {harp fiery
_ tafte. This liquor I injected into the urethra, com-
prefling the canal with the fingers of my other hand
belew the freenum, that it might be prevented from
going further, and thus be applied to the very part
which is generally the feat of the clap. The mo-
ment it touched the infide of the urethra, I felt fuch
an infupportable pain, that I could not retain it for
a fingle fecond; but withdrew the {yringe, much a-
gain{t my will, almoft at the inftant of the injection,
and the injected liquor ran out. But though the pain
continued very {evere for half a quarter of an hour,
I refolved to make a {fecond trial. It occafioned a
more fevere pain than I ever remember to have felt
in my life before, yet I retained it for very near the
{pace of a minute; when the pain became fo excru-
ciating that I could bear it no longer, and - therefore
withdrew the fyringe. I inftantly felt a firong de-
fire to make water; but having taken this precau-
tion before I made the experiment, I fupprefled the
inclination. I lay down on my {ofa, and waited
the event with patience; but fo volient was the pain,
that it was near an hour before I was able to move.
I thenamufed myfelf with reading during theremain-
der of the afternoon, eat my dinner as ufual, but
went early to bed. I was now obliged to make wa-
ter, which I had not done fince the time of injeéting
the liqguor: When the urine came to the place to

whlch the injeétion had been applied, I felt a very
fevere |
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fevere pain, but lefs violent than what I expected.
Having flept well during the night, I examined the
part as foon as I awaked next morning, and found a
pretty large difcharge of puriform matter, of the
fame greenifh-yellow colour with that in virulent
claps. The pain in making water was now: greatly
increafed, and the following night my reft was inter-
rupted by painful involuntary erections. The morn-
ing after, the difcharge was much more plentiful,
nearly of the fame colour, only perhaps a little more
greenifh; the painin making water, however, was
now fo violent, that I refolved to mitigate it by in-
jeting fome lukewarm oil of almonds. By thisit
was greatly abated ; the running continued five days,
the pain all the while growing remarkably lefs in the
part affeted. But I now obferved very diftinctly a
new inflammation taking place, lower down in the
urethra, where I had felt nothing before, and where
none of the injection had teuched. This new inflam-
mation began, as it feemed to me, at the very bor-
der of the former, extending itfelf lower down 1n the
urethra; and was followed by a copious difcharge,
attended with the fame fymptoms as before, and
continued for fix days; at the end of which all the
{fymptoms were greatly abated. But now, to my
furprife, I felt diftinctly the fymptoms of a third in-
flammation taking place, extending from the border
of the former about the caput gallinaginis to the very
neck of the bladder, and attended by an ardor urinz,
and copious-difcharge like the preceding. At thisI
was ferioudly alarmed; for I had conftantly injected
the warm oil of almonds: three times a-day. I per-
ceived that the inflammation firft excited by the
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cauftic alkali was moft evidently communicated from
one part of the urethra to the other; whence | was
afraid, that an inflammation of the whole internal
furface of the bladder might at length enfue, and be
attended perhaps with dangerous coniequences. In
this fituation I continued betwixt hope and fear for
about {even or eight days; when I found at laft, to
my great {atisfaction, this inflammation gradually a-
bate, together with the difcharge, without pafling
the limits: of .the urethra; and I was perfectly freed
from every {ymptom of thele three diitin& blennor-
rhagias, as 1 rmght call them, at the ¢nd of the fixth
week, | _ .

I since have feen feveral convincing inftances of
blennorrhagias, accompanied with a .difcharge of
yellow-greenifh matter and ardor urinz, which
undoubtedly were not venereal, becaufe they dif-
appeared in three, four, or eight days time with-
out any remedy, and mthnut leaving Eﬁ}" fymptom
* ‘behind.

A rarricurar friend of mine, a phyfician, being
radically and perfeétly cured of venereal complaints
which he was formerly affeted with, married, and
enjoyed for three or four years a perfed flate of
health ; when one morning he found himfelf affected
wwirh a rununing fimilar to that above mentioned. He
lived, as may be eafily imagined, for {feveral days in
the greateft; agitation of mind, having no other pers
fon to fufpe& but his wife ; with whom he atlaft in- -
fified upon ocular demonftration. * He found her fo

as fhe told him, perfectly healthy, which compofed :
hig 1

\P
o F
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Ris tnind ; but to his great furprife, four or five days
after, the running ftopped, and he was perfectly
‘well. The fame accident, with the fame {ymptoms,
happened to him afterwards in the courfe of many
_years marriage with the fame woman feveral times,
always lafting from two to three, or five days, and
conftantly then d1fappeanng of itfelf.

Frow thls EIPEUIIIEHIZ upon myfelf together with
the feveral obfervations mentioned, and from a very
curious cafe related in a diflertation. publithed by

~ Dr. Oettinger of Tubingen, where a difcharge from

the urethra, apparently fimilar to that of a virulent

.t:lE!,pl, was produced by the internal ufe of olive oil,

‘which had been wrung out of red Turkifh yarn, en,

‘which it had been poured fome days before, the read-

er may judge, whether acrimonious fubftances, of a

different kind from the venereal virus, fuch as cance-

rous ichor, or perhaps other ftimuli, applied, to the
urethra, may not fometimes'produce the fame {ymp-
toms as the cauftic did in my experiment, and the
oil in Dr. Oettinger’s obfervation. I certainly be-
lieve, that runnings fimilar to a clap excited by the
venereal virus, are fometimes produced from other

.caufes, only perhaps with: milder {fymptoms, and of

fhorter continuance ; though on myfelf I could not

perceive any difference either in the colour ‘and con-

Hiftence of the matter, or other circumfltances: And

Tnow look upon the following! facts ds thoroughly

eftablifhed. viz. 1. That; blennorrhagias: frequently

arife from the fame venereal poifon applied to the in-
fide of the urethra, which, when applied to the glans,

# prepuce,r&ec. produces thankers; or whenabforbed

| I into
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into the fyftem, produces the lues: and, a. That
there are blemmnhdglds which owe their ongin ei-
ther to acrimonious fubftances introduced into the
urethra ab ea¥ra, or perhaps fometimes to a more
violent mechanical ftimulus arifing during coition,
or from fome other caufes hitherto unknown to us.
Hence I divide the blennorrbagia at leaft into two
Ipecies, eflentially diftinc¢t from each other, viz. that

arifing from the venereal virus, which 1 call dlennor- |

rbagia fjpbilitica ; and into that arifing from other ac-
rid fubiftances, to which L give the name Blennor-
rbagiq ab acri, aut flimulo mechanico. By atttending
to this difference, our pracice muft be regulated as
long as we are not thoroughly acquainted with the

nature of other caufes. It 1s owing to the negledy

or ignorance of this diftintion; that we hear quacks
daily extolling the pre-eminence of their noftrums or
fecret injeftions for curing the clap in a few days,
while patients {ometimes complain of being kept by
the moft experienced phyficians for weeks together,
though affected with what they imagine to be the
fame complaint. .

TuEe running which a gentleman of my acquaint-
ance got fome years ago; notwithflanding, as he faid,
‘he made ufe of the beft preventative of all, was un-
doubtedly not from a venereal caufe; and he may
be equally affeced in time to come with the fame
complaint, though he now thinks himfelf fafe, by
wha]: .h.t: calls doubiing his precaution.

THESI: ﬁuﬁs which I.do mot r&cullﬂﬁt of h:nrmg

iﬁen afcertdined by any wiiter before or after my:
-publication, .

T
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publication, feem to me to be of importance to man-
kind in general. By a proper and due conlideration
of thefe facts, the happinefs of many married or un- .
married couples will be for the future not fo eafily
fhaken or difturbed by imaginary and groundlefs
fufpicions; and many people will be preferved from
falling a prey to ignorant practitioners, who, follow-
ing the common routine of treating all claps by a
courfe of mercurials, not only plague the patient
with a heap of ufelefs or hurtful drugs, but thereby
often lay the foundation to a number of very difa-
greeable complaints.

To the ignorance or neglect of this diftinétion be-
tween Blennorrhagias excited by the venereal poifon,
and thofe arifing from other flimuli, we are likewife -
to afcribe the great ‘difference among practitioners
with regard to the mode of treatment. Some advife
aftringents, while others are lavifh in their praifes of
emollients, Hence, even fome pracitioners of emi-
nence, having obferved that aftringent injections had
been of fervice in fome cafes, even in the ftage of
inflammation, recommend them to every patient af-
ected with that complaint, but by no means with
he fame fuccels in all cafes. For, befides violent
ains in the whole courfe of the urethra, {welled tef-
icles, an acute fuppreffion of urine, &c. which are
he frequent effects of thefe injeétions, if the difeafe
@8 of a {yphilitic nature, and efpecially in its inflam-
atory ftage; firictures in the urethra of the moft
roublefome and obftinate kind are often the confe-
guence. By overlooking this neceffary diftinétion,
Ahich applies to men as well as to women, the ftate

¥ 2 of -
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of the patient is fometimes not only endangered, bus
the h.a'ppinefs of married people, and the friendfhip
betwixt the two fexes, without juft caufe, frequent-

ly deftroyed. I have* certamly {een more than one
inftance of this kind.

Tae fimple [yphilitic Blennorrbagia ought further to
be diftinguifhed from the complicated, or that accom-
panied with an ulcer in the urethra: the latter ad-
mits no radical cure without the interndl ufe of mer-
cury ; whereas the former feldom or never requires it.

SomeTIMES, by the violence of the irritation, the
{ecretion of mucus feems to be totally fufpended, or
at leaft confiderably diminifhed, {o that no difcharge,
or only a very {mall one, takes place, though the
other fymptoms rage with the utmoft viclence. In
this cafe, the difeafe has abtained the very improper
name of gonerrbea ficca, as if we were te fay, fluxus.
jé-mmz.r fine fluxu. Another {ymptom is a vlulenr.‘-f'
pain during erection, from the tenfion of the fre-
num, which has obtained the peculiar name of Chor« |
deé; but as thefe diftinétions denote only the vio-
lence of fome particular fymptum there is no Gcca-ﬂa |
fion for retaining them, i

I suarr only'add here one remark more. It is by“t |
moft pedple imagined, and feveral medical writers
have even publicly afferted, that the malignity, ._-?-:.:
they call it, or the viridence, of a clap, is always i i)

proportion to the colour of'the matter {hﬂ:harged
and that as {foon as this colour changes into a whiterdy

one, the difcharge is no more infeious. But this ap-+4
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.-Pgﬁrs.‘tﬂ-l me by far too general a conqluﬁﬁtn: forin fome’
perfons I have feen the matter retain its original
brimftone colour to the very laft day. The more
certain figns of ‘the abatement of the virulince of
the difeafe are, the ceffation of the ardor urinz, and
a capability of retaining the water as when in
health; the matter becoming lefs, and of a thicker
confiftence, fo that it grows ropy, and may be

" drawn into threads between the fingers; and the
abfence of pain or titillation during eredions. - The
only certain figns, however, of a radical cure of this’
difeafe, and of a perfect fecurity of net being able
to communicate the infe@ion, are, the entire cefla-
tion of the running ; erections and excretion of fe-
men without any kind of pain, titillation, or heat in
the urethra: And though'in general we may aflure
.our patient, that the change of the greenifh-yellow.
colour to a white one is not an unfavourable fign of
the difeafe growing better, he ought to be cautioned,
that it is by no means a certain one of the venereal
virus being entirely eliminated.

Havine thus finithed my confiderations about the-
nature and the different kinds of blennorrhagias, we
now proceed to | :

’

The Method of Cure.

Here we muft take notice of what has been efta-
blifhed before, that every kind of clap or blennor-
rhagia, is a local inflammation with a mucous dif-
 charge, excited by a peculiar poilon, acrid matter,
or ftimulus. Hence the following indications will
naturally
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naturally prefent themfelves for all the different
kinds of blennorrhagias, viz.

1. To remove the acrid matter or poifon.

2. To defend the tender parts from its virulence
Or uritating nature,

3. To allay the irritation occafioned by the virus;
or, if pofiible, to change its nature.

THe firft point nature provides {ufficiently for; and
there remains little to do for the phyfician, but only
not to difturb nature in this falutary attenpt.

- Tae fecond and third points will be moft effectu-
ally anfwered by lukewarm oily or mucilaginous in-
jections *, together with the internal ufe of fome
mucilaginous drink ; or (what is perhaps preferable)
by the foleinternal ufe of the folutio Arabica, emulfio
amygdalina, infufum of hemp-feed or malva, &c,
cold or luke-warm, taken in as large quantities as
the patient can bear without loading the ftomach,
with an anodyne draught at night, according to cir-
cumitances. Thele remedies are always ufeful ; and
for patients who have an averfion to inje@ions, ab-
folutely neceffary.

Ir fymptoms of an inflammatory fever appear,
. ~ bleeding

* If we meet with patients who are prejudiced againit the ufe

of inje@ions, and wilh to be treated byinternal medicines, we
ought to acquaint them, that the difeale may be cured equally

well without apy topical application; but that it will then re-

quire, perhaps, a liitle longer time, and the obfervance of a moro fl

exact regimen,

_ 4.
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bleeding may fometimes be ufeful; but in general,
more fervice will be derived from topical evacuations
by means of leeches, and from emollient and feda-
tive fomentations and poultices. . The poultices are
to be applied in the manner mentioned hereafter un-
der the article Phymofis.—On- the other hand, when
the patient is of a weak and irritable habit of body,
the difcharge very thin and copious, attended with
 violent pain and a quick pulfe, I have found the Pe-
ruvian bark, given internally, according to circum-
ftances, with or without opium, more ufeful than
' the whole tribe of antiphlogiftics; and opium given
in emollient glyfters is fometimes particularly ufeful
in fuch cafes. By the ufe of this medicine, the fre-
quent painful erections are alfo much mitigated ; but
their return ought, as much as poffible, to be pre-
vented, by tying the penis down, lying on a matrafs
on the fide, and not in a warm feather-bed on the
the back. If the eretion be attended with a ftran-
gulation of the glans, the treatment laid down un-
der the article Paraphymofis will be neceflary.

I order to avoid the more violent fymptoms of
this difeafe, the patient ought, during its inflamma-
tory ftate, to ufe as little exercife as poflible, to wear
a fufpenforium fcroti from the beginning of the dif-
eafe, and to keep the part affected as much as pof-
lible from the cold air. The fulpenforium feroti, or
truls-bag, may perhaps feem fuperfluous: but being
fo little troublefome when well applied, and fo wel
calculated to prevent a fwelling of the tefticles, I
‘never negle@ to recommend it, efpecially to thofe
who bave once laboured under this latter difeafe. To

prevent
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prevent any of the difagreeable confequences of %
clap, {uch as painful érections, chordee, paraphymo-
fis, fwelling of the tefticles, or complaints of the in-
ferior parts of the urethra, the beft method perhaps
would be to wear a proper bandage or bag round the
penis united to the trufs-bag; by means of which the
-penis might lie, if I may ufe the expreflion, like in
a cafe or fhell, defended at the fame time againft all
-external injuries, {uch as cold, friction in walking ; ‘
and may be conftantly kept clean by refiewing lint
frequently; the beft means to prevent fhankers, and
likewife to avoid dirty linen. When the patient is
obliged to make water, there is 2 hole left at the
end of this cafe, and he has nothing. to do but to
loofen the ftraps or to draw the ring of it backwards,
and to take out the lint forwards.

- Wi refpedt to the reginien to be obferved during

-claps, exercife, external cold, high living, drinking’
{pirituous liquors, and efpecially the frequent touch-
ing the part affected, ought carefully te be avoided
by all patients; but efpecially by thofe of a phlogiftic
habit of body, as they generally fuffer more, and for
a longer time, from this difeafe than others. Such
patients fhould econfine themfelves to a low diet, ra-
‘ther of the farinaceous than of the animal kind; they
fhould eat no fupper, and drink nothing but cooling
mucilaginous liquids; whereas thofe .of a different
conttitution are not to be reftrained fo.much. :

to cool the blood, and to promete the fecretion of
urine, by which it was thought to mitigate the in=

NeutrAL falts have been formerly rEcnmmendac%
ﬂammatimi’;‘
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flammation, and afliit nature in the expulfion of the
virus. But I have conftantly found them to be hurt-
ful. They increafe the fecretion of urine, render it
fharper, and thus augment the irritation, without
producing any of the good effe@ts afcribed to them.
However, in fome cales, the pulvis ad Blennorrbagiam
mentioned below, may have its good effects.

~ A prEJUDICE in favour of puiging in claps has alfo
long prevailed. For this purpofe, fome have ufed
the mild, and others the more draftic kinds of pur-
gatives; and calomel efpecially has been recommend-
ed to be given every two or three days. Neither of
thefe medicines I ever faw do any good, but frequent-
Iy much haim: Bel des their tendency to promote
the abforption of the poifon into the fyftem, like im-
proper injections, they often give rife to fwelled tef-
ticles, difeafes of the proftate gland, fuppreffion of
‘urine, ulcers of the urethra or bladder, &c. How-
ever, though purging is always improper, the body
ought to be kept open, fo that the patient may have
a ftool regularly, which is beft effected by the mix-
tura laxans or pilule laxantes ; and 1 have no doubt
that it is partly owing to this impmvemeﬁt of our
practice, that we now fo feldom obferve {fymptoms

of the lues, or ulcers of the bladder, following a
clap. | :

Thus far with regard to the more general run of
the diforder; but venereal Blennorrhagias are not
lways fo fimple. Sometimes the poifon {feems to be
f a more exalted acrimony, or rather meets with
onititutions of a more irritable nature; or, as is

G frequently
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frequently the cafe, the fymptoms are exafperated
by improper treatment, or by neglecting the above-
mentioned rules. In thefe circumftances, the pa-

tient feels a more violent heat and pain in making

- water, accompanied with a tenfion of the urethra a-

long its whole length ; a perpetual defire of making

water, without being able to pafs more than a few

Icalding drops at a time; frequent erections, with

moft exquifite fhooting pains throughout the whole

length of the urethra, but more efpecially at the

frenum.  Sometimes ftreakes of blood, or real

blood, are difcharged with the urine; and evident

marks of an ulceration of the urethra make their ‘ap-

pearance. In this cafe, befides the above-mention-

ed remedies, the ufe of mercurial fumigations or

frictions on the perinzum, and infide of the thighs

I have found to be one of the moft efficacious reme-
dies.

The fame treatment will prove ferviceable, if, by |
any caufe whatfoever, the difcharge of the venereal
Blennorrhagia, during its inflammatory ftage, be fup-
prefled or ftopped, either by acrid or aftringent in-
_Iec?tmns or even by the moft proper injections, ap-
plied in an improper manner, by draftic or repeated
mild purges, by the premature ufe of turpentine or §
balfamics, by violent exercife, and efpecmﬂy bj‘
catching cold in the part affe¢ted. The virus, in'}
thefe circumflances, feems to leave its natural {eat,
the lacuna Morgagni under the flmnum, and to |
fettle lmwar down, wherc the excretory duits :-*-“-

S it B
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tefticles; or, if it has been driven ftill lower down
to the neck of the bladder, the patient has a conti-
nual defire to make water, without being able to
pafs any, or only a few drops at a time. He is then
often unable to ftand upright for a quarter of an
hour ; and a total {fuppreflion of urine is in this cafe
frequently the confequence. In all thefe different

places, the poifon generally produces only a fuper-
ficial inflammation ; though not unfrequently alfo, by
its virulence, or want of a {ufficient quantity of mu-
cus to dilute it, an excoriation and ulceration in the
urethra, which then never fails to end in an obfti-
nate gleet, and to be followed by a general infection
of the mafs.

In {peaking of the dreadful confequences of a fup-
_prefled or fiopped venereal Blennorrhagia, I muft not
omit to mention a difeafe, perhaps the moft melan-
choly of all venereal complaints whatever; -I mean,
that kind of inflammation in one or both eyes, fre-
quently accompanied with a difcharge of puriform
matter, entirely fimilar in colour and confiftence to
that of a clap, and generally terminating in perfect
blindnefs; or in other cafes, inftead of an ophthalmy,
a more or lefs perfect deafnefs. Though I am not
able to account for the origin of thofe complaints
fuddenly following the fuppreflion of a clap, elpeci-
ally from fevere cold (for I have never obferved them
but in very cold climates and feafons), to which the
patient had been previoufly expofed, I am convinced
of the fa&t, and fhall fpeak of it more fully hereafter,
- under the head of Venercal Opbthalmy.

G2 THE
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Tue only remark more I have to make here is,
that all thefe complaints. from repelled venereal
Blennorrhagias, being often attended with fuch
dreadful confequences, a medical man of charaéter,
ought not to mind the opinion of others, but be
guided in his conduét by juftice and conicience, and
do every thing that poflibly may be done to cure or
relieve his patient labouring under thefe unhappy
circumflances. 1 therefore have tried, in four cafes
of fwelled tefticles and fuppreffion of urine, arifing
from a 1etrupu1fed clap, the inoculation of the vene-
real poifon, by means of a bougie previoufly ap-
plied for about half an hour to a perfon afflicted
with a clap, and then introduced into the urethra,
with unexpected fuccefs. This I do not recommend
from fancy, as has been faid by a late writer: it is
not my cuftom, as the reader may judge from the -
whole tenor of this work, to indulge in fanciful theo-
ries; which I think hurtful both to the patient and
to the young practitioner. The method propofed has
been tried many years ago in one of the firft military J
hofpitals in Europe with conftant fuccefs, and has 1.!
been fince confirmed by Dr. Lange in a treatife on |
'Ophthalmia. Was I lefs cautious in drawing con-
clufions, and more ignorant of the obfervations made
by other medical writers, I might probably be ea-
fily induced to {well my book by ufelels and fanci-
ful theories into a large quarto.—We are confulted
for giving rehef; and confequently fulfil our duty,
" at leaft, by offering a remedy, which the patient has
always in his power to accept or refufe.
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CHAP. IIL

ON the BLENNORRHOEA, or GLEET.

BY the name Gleet* we commonly underftand 2
continued running ordifchargeafterthe inflammatory
fymptoms of a clap have for fome time difappeared.
A Gleet or Blennorrbea, however, is propeily, a pre-
ternatural difcharge of puriform or limpid mucous
" matter, or of real pus, from the urethra in men, and
from the orifice of the vagina in women, without
pain, heat of urine, or any other fymptom of inflam-
mation. :

- Gueers arife chiefly from two caufes: 1/, From
fimple relaxation of the mouths of the veflels, which
had been irritated, inflamed, and thereby loft fome-
what of their contractile power; or, 24ly, From an
ulceration, or an erofion in fome part of the urethra.

The

* This difeale, which occurs in the Latin authors under the
different deneminations of Gonnorrbea benigna, G. non virulenta,
. inveterata ; Leucorrbea, Fluor albus, Fluor albus bemignus, 1
ve the more proper name Blennorrbea, as if you were to fay,
luxus muci ( paffivus), ora dilcharge of mucus without any phlo-
iftic {ymptoms: which name diftinguifhes it as well from the
lap. to which.I gave above the name Blennorrbagia, (Fluxus
uci aétivus), or a difcharge of mucus with lymptoms of inflam.

ation, as from the real difcharge of femen; which difeafe alone
s properly called Gonnorrbea,
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The former may, with more propriety I think, be
called Blennorrbeea fimpley, and the latter Blennor-
rbaa complicata. See the Nofological Table.

In the former kind, after the inflammation and irri-
tation occafioned by the acrid matter have fubfided,
the veflels, from which that difcharge proceeded,
continue to pour out either matter of the fame puri-
form appearance, or enly a clear kind of mucus, but
fomewhat thicker, in a preternatural quantity.—
Sometimes a gleet begins to appear after coition, ex-
ercife, or free living, though the difcharge from the
preceding clap had' entirely difappeared fome days
or weeks before.

GLeETS of this kind are for the moft part only a lo-
cal complaint, the fimple remains of a clap not per-
fectly cured; but thofe of the fecond kind may be
confidered as the remains of a very violent or com-
plicated and ill-treated or neglected clap, and are j
. generally accompained with an infection of the mafs. J
1

Hence it dppears, that the nature and feat of gleets |4
may be as various as thofe of claps; but according
to the place where they are fituated, the time they §
have continued, and the caufe by whish they are |
produced, the method of cure muit be different, and §
becomes more or lefs difficult and complicated. '

Those gleets are moft eafily cured which have theitl
feat in the urethla under the frmuum in the !
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are much more obitinate; and thofe arifing from ero-.
fions of the excretary ducts of the feminal veficles,
or from a difeafed proftate gland, or from ulcers of
the bladder, are the moft {tubborn of any. In ge-
neral, the further back in the urethra gleets are fitu-
ated, the more apt they are to produce a difficulty
in making water, or ftrictures and fuppreflion of
urine ; and the more difficult, in general, is the cure.

I uave always found thofe gleets which fucceed a
fimple clap to be merely a local difeafe, and to owe
' their exiftence folely to a relaxation of the {mall vel~
fels after the inflammation has {fubfided, exactly {imi+
lar to the difcharge of thick puriform mucus after the
inflammatory {fymptoms of a coryza or catarrhus are
gone off. But fuch gleets as arife after violent, ill-
treated, or neglected claps, are often accompained
with an excoriation or ulceration of the urethra. In
this cafe, generally the venereal poifon has been ab-
forbed, and the mafs is of confequence more or lefs
infected. |

As it is of the utmoft importance, though fome-
times extremely difficult, to alcertain thefe points, I
{hall endeavour to enumerate the moft remarkable
{ymptoms by which it may be known whether there
is any ulceration in the urethra. They are fhortly
as follow: 1. Streaks of blood in the mucus, or real
blood difcharged, during the inflammatory ftage of
the clap, as above mentioned, but more efpecially
‘when continuing after the violence of the inflamma-
tion has abated. 2. Real pus, or a thin ichorous

matter,
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matter, difcharged in a greater or lefler quantity
from the urethra. 3. A pain confined to one part of
the urethra; but felt more particularly upon introdu-
cing the catheter, or prefling onthe urethra externally.

4. An acute pamn in one particular place of the ure-
thra, felt efpecially in pafling the laft drop of urine,

or in the emiffion of femen.—Though all thefe fymp‘
toms pretty plainly ‘indicate an ulcer. its exiftence
will be much more confirmed, if the preceding fymp-
toms of inflammation have been very high; if the pa-
tient has neglected or hurt himfelf, or has been im-~
properiy treated; or even, as I have fometimes feen,
if the urethra has been wounded by a mifmanage-
ment of the fyringe, or a rude application of the ca-
theter, during the inflammatory ftate.

By not attending to thefe marks, which f{ufficient-
ly point out the exifience of an ulcer in the urethra,
we fhall be often difappointed in the cure. When-
ever, ‘therefore, we are confulted about gleets, our
firt bufinefs ought to be, to examine whether they
arife merely from relaxation, or from an ulceration
in the urethra; and in this latter cafe, whether the
difeafe is univerfal or only local. If there is an ul-
cer, it will be neceflary, in order to form a proper
prognofis, to afcertain the place of that ulcerativn in *
the uretlira, :

Waex the difeafe is merely local, it may be cureil
¢ither by external topical applications, or by inter-
nal remedies, or by both united. The belt topical
remedies I have found, are injeflions made of a fo-*
lution ‘of verdegris in- volatile alkali, or of white vis

triol
-
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tiio! diffolved in water, and mixed oceafionally with
fome grains of fugar of lead ; or of a folution of bhlue
vitriol or alum; each of which may iu certain cir-
cumtances be ufeful. In many cafes, I have found
a large dofe of calomel, pmpared according to Mr.
Scheele’s procefs, fufpended in a finall quantity of
fimple water or any mucilaginous flaid, injected five
or fix times a-day, preferable to any other remedy.
See the Formulas. Of the internal remedies for the
fame purpofe, I fhall fpeak hereafter.

Ir the difeafe be univerfal, viz.- accompanied with
an infeion of the {yltem, as 1s almoft always the
cafe where there is an ulceration of the urethra, we
mutft, befides topical remedies, have recourfe to thofe
appropriated to the cure of the lues itfelf. In this
cale, it is impoffible to cure the gleet till we have
purified the mafs. After this'is done, or while it is
yet doing, 1 have found a folution of fublimate and
litharge in vinegar, or a folution of verdegris in vo-
latile alkali, diluted with a fufficient quantity of wa-
ter, and injeGed two or three times a-day, a moft ex- -
cellent remedy.

Wit regard to inje@ions in genetal, in Blennor-
thagias as well as Blennorrheeas, I muft make two ma-
erial obfervations ; the negle@ of which n‘iay fome-
imes occalion our being dilappointed in the cure,
even though the belt remedies are ufed. The [y-
inge made ufe of for this purpofe fhould have a
ort but wide pipe, jull {o large that its orifice may
ibto the orifice of the urethra, but not furcher
d the pifton ought to apply clofe to the fides of the

H tube,



tube. - If-the pipe of the {yringe be fmaller than the
orifice of the urethra, it is always attended with two
confiderable difadvantages. The firft is, that with a
{mall pipe, elpecially if not perfeély fmooth, the pa-
tient eafily hurts or wounds the infide of the urethra;
and thereby renders himfelf liable to an uleeration
of that part, and confequent abforption of the poifon.
The fecond is, that the liquid injected, inftead of go-
ing into the cavity of the urethra, will, in proportion
as the patient prefles the pifton, run out fideways
through the orifice of the urethra. If the pifton it-
felf does not apply clofely to the fidesof the fyringe,
even if the pipe be {ufliciently large, fo that it per-
fectly clofes the orifice of the urethra, the liquor will
regurgitate between the pifton and {yringe, inftead
of going into the urethra ; and thus the patient may
imagine that he has injeted the liquor properly,
when perhaps little or nothing has entered the ure-
thra. But though the fyringe be properly made,
and at the fame time, the moft careful inftruions be j-
given, patients do often perform the operation in fuch
an dukward manner, that no good effect is obtained.
Tue {yringe, properly made, fhould be applied -
elofely and exactly to the orifice of the urethra; o |
that, by the conic form of its pipe, all paflage may
be denied to the liquid betwixt it and the fides of the
urethra. 1f the feat of the diforder be in the ufual
place of clﬂps,,-"vii'.,' in the mucous lacuna, juft under
the freenum, the patient fhould, with one hand, com-
-prefs the urethra at the firft curvature of the penis,
‘where the fcrotum begins; while he holds and ma-
nages the fyringe with the fingers of the other. The
SU03 3 pifton,
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| pi{fnn, which fhould always fit clofe, but flid= eafily,
ought then to be prefled very flowly and gently, till
he feels the urethra gently diftended ; and thus keep
the liquid injeéted for a minute or two in the urethra,
repeating the fame operation three or four times. By
a rath or longer continued preflure of the pifton, the
irritation thereby pi‘nduced in the urethra ‘often will
do more harm than the injection does good. =+ =
_ 5 A ) 64
" By attending to thefe direttions, ‘a double advan-
tage is obtained.  The liquid is properly “applied to-
the part affected, the urethra not violently diftended,
‘and at the fame time no danger is incurred ‘of “driv-"
ing fome of the poifonous matter Tower down the’
urethra along with the inje@ed liquor; but if the
feat of the diforder be lower down, the precaution of
-compreffing the urethra behind is {uperfluous.

Witn refpect to the liquid itfelf; it fhould always,
in cafes qf claps, be made lukéwarm; but in gleets
this is unnecelfary. In the former, if the liquid be:
too cold n_r' too warm, it may eafily hurt the patiént,
either by driving back the matter, or increafing the
inflammation. In many inftances alfo the liquid
dught to be well thaken before it is injected. Tt may
eafily be made warm, by putting a tea-cup full into
a bafon of hot'water. “Atall times, before any in-
j(:t&ion is ap;ﬂied,- the Pa-tient {hould attﬂm-"pi: to make
water. L - | SEED

- THE other obfervation I have to make is, that
young men Iabouring under gleets, after having for
fome time' ufed injeétions, ‘and finding themfelves

B ol ek confiderably
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confiderably better, frequently grow carelefs in the
application, and even fometimes negleét the injec.
tion altogether for a day or half a day. The confe.
quence of this neglec is fometimes very difagreeable.
For I have feen {everal inftances, where, by a ne-
glec of this kind for a fingle day, the running has
the day after fo much increafed, as if it had been a
frefh gleet; and the relaple being more obftinate
than the original difeafe, the patients were thereby
obliged to continue the injections for more weeks
than they would perhaps have required days to cure
the diftemper, had they continued the ufe of them
without interruption. In general, in order to pre-
vent any danger of a relaple, I order my patients to
apply the injections three, four, or, according to cir-
cumftances, fix times a- day during the difeafe, and
to continue the fame regulaily for ten or twelve dayi
after the running has ennrr;:ly cealed.

SyrRINGES of a different kind are required for wo.
men, if we wifh to {fee any good effects produced by =
the injetions adminiftered to them, as I fhall meny
tion below, under the article of Fenereal Ulcers.

Besipes injections, bougies will be often of great
fervice, nay, abfolutely neceflary for curing the gleet,
efpecially when there is an ulcer in the lower part
of the urethra. They may be uled either alone, or
in conjun@ion with proper injections. They fhould
be kept in, for the firft three or four days, only for 2
quarter or half an hour at.a time, until the patient
be accu&umed to them, fo that he can bear them

.....

huurs
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hours in the morning and evening, or during the
whole day and night. It mault be left entirely to the
judgment of the pradtitivner to determine whether
the bougies to be employed fhould be perfecily fim.
ple or of an irritating or fedative quality ; the eir-
cumftances of the cale will point out whether thofe
of the former or latter kind are neceflary. 1t ought
" however, to be remembered, that before the appli-
cation of bougies, as well as injections, the patient
ought always to attempt to make water, in order to
give the remedy time to produce its effects on the
part affected. If the application of the bougie pro-
duces, as I have fometimes obferved, a tenfion and
j:ain in the fpermatic cord, or a {welling of the tel-
ticle, it ought to be difcontinued for a few days. This
effeét T have fometimes alfo found to be praduced by
the ufe of too large a bougie, and to be removed by
changing it for a finaller one. In general, {mall
bougies fhould be preferred to large ones in the be-
ginning. See Formulas, article Gerei medicats.

SuouLp we be difappointed in our expectations of
a cure, either by the ule of bougies or injections of"
the above -mentioned kind, it will be proper to in~
jet fuch liquids as may excite an irritation and in-
flammation in the urethra, efpecially in the part af-
fected. Thefe have often been attended with fuc-
cels after the beft aftringents have failed. For this
purpofe, we may ufe the injeltio ad Blennorrbeam
tertia made ftronger, or a fimple folution of fublimate
n water, or a large dofe of calomel {ufpended in wa-
ter, 1 ’

It
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I't has been obferved by Dr. Cullen, that obftinate
gleets' have fometimes been cured by viclent and
lon g-c-:ammued exercife on horfeback ; fuchasa jour-
néy from Edmburgh to London: and it is probable
thfat this ¢ure is produced by exciting an inflamma-
~ tion in the parts, as the injections juft now recom-
- mended are apt to do; Gleets have fometimes been
cured by coition ; which may be accounted for on
the fame principles: buot this is a remedy which
can never be recommended by any pra&itioner ;
becaufe gleets are «ften infeétioas, and the venereal
difeafe is by thefe means certa'nly communicated.
to an healt y. woman; or, if fhe be not healthy,
the man would not only run the rifk of getting a
frefh clap, but even the lues itfclf, if his gleet was
ﬁwxngatn an uleer in tha urethra,

=Bl.f.-sm‘Es the ah‘n?e-me‘ntiunéd remedies, fome others:
may bé tried in gleets of the more obitinate kind ;
fuch as the tinctura cantharidum internally, or injec-
tions made with oil of turpentine, or with a decoétion
of tormentilla; or an infufion of galls ; a blifter to the
part “ailected, or:to the perineum. M Bireh bas
found gentle eleérical ftrokes pafled through the:
part afiected in fome cafes effectually to produce a
cure ;- and 1 have been informed by a friend, that he
once faw’ a :defperaté gleet cured by inje@ing the
tincture of . ipecacuanha: . I can, however, fay nos
thing with regard to the effecs of thefe remedies,
having never ~had occafion to try them. -I mention:
them only, becaufe we.may be fometimes ata lofs
for medicines_in very obilinate complaints of this
kind. '

- BaTziNG
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BarHine in cold water has alfo been recommend-
ed in obflinate gleets, and I have feen lometimes ve-
ry good effets from it ; but, in two or three cafes,
it rather increafed the vunning. The fame has alfo
been obferved by others.—Sea-bathing is very, bene-
ficial ; as likewife wafhing the genital parts with cold
water, by itfelf, or mixed with vinegar. ./ . .. 5

Tusre are three kinds of internal remedies.made
ufe of in gleets ; each of which may be ufed, either

“alone or joined, as circumflances may require, with

the local applications above-meationed. - Thefe are,

1. A courfe of mercurials. This is always neceflary
where the difeafe arifes from an ulcer of the urethra,
efpecially of a long flanding, or where a general in-
fection has taken place. In f{uch cafes, pils made of .
turpentine and mercury are often very proper.

2. Balfamics. Such as balfamus Canadenfis, Tolu-
tanus, Peruvianus, copaivae, emecha, olibanum, tere-
binthina, or the aqua picea. Of thele the moft com-
monly ufed is the copaiva balfam ; of which the pa-
tient may take from fifty toan hundred dropsina
draught of cold water once a-day at noon, or twice
a-day mornisg and evening. Immediately after the
Jbalfam, from twenty to fifty drops of Mynficht’s elixir
of vitriol fhould be taken, in the fame quantity of
‘water, torender the former lefs dilagreeable to the
Mtomach. . Half a drachm of pure turpentine, ora
drachm of balfamum traumaticum, often anfwers the
fame purpofe as the copaiva balfam, = I knew an in-
ftance, where a very large quantity, from one to two

: ' eunces

b |
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dlinces, of copaiva ballam was fwallowed at orice by U

a young man, who was thereby radically cured of & -
meft inveterate and obflinate gleet, {|

3. Corroborants. Among thefe the tormentilla root;
in powder or extract, the Peruvian bark in powder,
or infufed in red wihe, or, which is fometimes better
infufed in lime-water, united, according to circum-
ftances, with iron, balfamics, or fome other powerful
aftringent, fuch as refina kino, refina draconis, &e¢. i

1
1

will fometimes prove effectual when all other reme-
dies have failed. After all, however, our utmoft en-
deavours to cure an inveterate gleet will fometimes
be in vain; and there have been inflances where
nature has effeted a cure in time, after the unfuc-
cefsful and tedious exhibition of the moft powerful
remedies.

'OBsTINATE gleets fometimes originate, as mentions
ed above, from a fingular caufe; of which we have |
fome examples in anatomical colle@ions. This is,
when two ulcers of . the urethra happen to be nearly 1§
oppolite to each other. In this cafe, fome parts of
them will inofculate with each other, producinga
kind of bands acrofs the urethra, with a fmall ulce-
ration below. Thus not only a moit obfiinate run-
ning, bafiling all medicines, is produced ; but a difs
ficulty of making water frequently takes place, and
an impoflibility of making it but in a very [mall
ftream, or not at all. The only remedy in this cale,
if we have fome reafon for fulpecting this caulfe, is
the chirurgical operation; though in fome cafes, |
where the bands are not too firong, they might per-

haps
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haps be broke by applying a probe or catheter.
Whethet or not the following cafe of a very trouble-
fome and obftinate gleet belongs to this clafs, I leave
my readers to judge.

Some years ago I was confulted by a nobleman
concerning @ gleet, with which he had been affet-
ed for about ten years, and. for which he had con-
{fulted the phyficians and furgeons in {everal coun-
tries. Sometimes it flopped for feveral days; then
it came on again of itfelf, efpecially after riding on
horfeback or coition. At fuch times he always felt
fome unezfinefs, and the next day a little running,
‘which went off till the fame caufe was repeated ;
which rendered him very uneafy, efpecially as he in-
tended to marry. Upon examining the patient, I

found the diforder feated down in the urethra, about
~ the place called the Caput gallingginis. Every inter-
nal and external remedy that [ knew of was applied
“without effeting a radical cure. I took the difeafe
‘to be a callous ulceration ; -and, on this fuppofition,
applied bougies for eight or ten weeks without the
leaft effect. Being obliged to continue my travels, I
left him very little the better for what I had done ;
at the fame time advifing him, as he intended to go .
to Paris, to confult there whomfoever he could ex-
pect any benefit from. The refult, as he afterwards
informed me by letter, was as follows: “ After my
“ arrival at Paris, 1 confulted, according to your ad-
“ vice, all the medical men of eminencé in that city, -
* who rendered me more uncafy about my diforder
“ than I had ever been before, by their different 6-
“ pinions of the caufe, nature, and cure of it. Some

1 «“ advifed
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advifed me to a new mercurial courfe ; others pre-
¢ {cribed different internal and external medicines.
“ I fhowed them all the prefcriptions fucceflively
“ tried by you ; they feemed rather aftonifhed, that
“ none of tﬁem, after a fair trial, had fucceeded.
“ However, fome new injections and internal remes
“ dies were ordered, rather I think to fatisfy me for
“ my money, than in hopes of doing me any real fer-
“ vice ; indeed; I was for three or four months en-
“ tirely in the fame condition as when I firk came
“ to Paris. But, furprifing it may feem to you ! the
¢ laft perfon whom I confulted upon recommenda-
+¢ tion, feemed to me the moft ignorant I had appli-
“ ed to. He faid he was obliged tc examine the
¢ paflage of the urethra with a catheter, in order to
“ afcertain the place, &c. He accordingly applied it.
“ It went in as ufual very readily, t Il it came to the
“ {eat of the diforder, where it met with the fame
“ obftacle it had always done, which I had before
“ told him of. Notwithfta. ding this, he endeavour-
« ed to pufh it further. I told him it gave me ex-
¢ ceflive pain: but he prefled it imprudently on, and
‘¢it went through ; upon which fome blood immedi-

“ ately run out of the urethra. This, asit feemed .

“ much frightened him : he afked my pardon, with-
« drew his infirument, took his fee, and departed ;
-« but left me much diffatisfied for employing him,
¢ T expected I thould be worfe the next day, and fuf-

¢ fer much from his unfkilful conduct: but quite the

« reverfe ; I have been free from any dilorder thefe
« two months paft. I ride on horfeback, and enjoy a

« woman, without finding any ill effects from them ;

% and therefore think myfelf radically cured. The
3 , « friendfhip

L
- =
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% friendfhip I owe you, for the trouble you took on
“ myaccount, obligesme to ftate to you this particular
« cafe ; which may be of ufe to you, and which you
«« perhaps can better account for than thole I have
# fince confulied.”

Greers, arifing from deep and large erofions of the
mouths of the feminal dudts, or excretories of the
proftate gland, as alfo thofe which originate from a
difeafed proftate gland, or frr:um ulcers of the bladder,
are often incurable. .

Ix all inveterate and obftinate gleets, which have

“their feat low down in the urethra, we fhould care-

fully examine the proftate gland ; for to a difeafe of
this part they frequently owe their ongin. If the
gland fhall be found preternaturally {welled and hard
after a mercurial courfe, repeated blifters applied to
the perinzum, with large dofes of the infpiffated juice

~of conium maculatum, or a deco@ion of mezereum,

I have feen in fome inflances attended with fuccefls
where all other remedies had failed.

Or the treatment of gleets combined with fric-
tures, viz. with more or lefs difficulty in making wa-
ter, I muft refer to the chupter on Ifchury.

Greets which arife either from a weaknefs, relax-
ation, or {fometimes perhaps from too great an irrita-
bility of the dudts of the feminal veflels, are proper-
ly called by the name of Gonorrheea ((fluxus feminis. )
In thefe cafes, a real femen is difcharged, fometimes
without erection or any fenfation of pleafure : and is

Iz either
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Tllufirating the two preceding Chaplers.

Claf. Locales.
Ord. Phlygofes, or Mucifluxus

Genus, BLENNORHAGIA. Anglis, Clap; Ger-

Manis, Tnpper Gallis, Chaude-pifle ; ftalis, Go-
norrheea.

Charaller in Viris. Titillatio, pracipue in urethre parte
anteriore in lacuna Morgagmi fub freenulo ; fubfequente
poft biduum aut quatriduum, phlogofi locali, cum ardore
et dolore in mingendo ; accedente {tillicidio materiei pu-

- rulentz vel puriformis ex urethra; corpore cavernofo
urethrze preeternaturaliter turgeflcente, plerumque cum

ereftionibus membri virilis {olito frequentioribus dolori-
ficis.

In Feminis, Titillatio ad orificium vagina externum; {ub-
fequente poft biduum aut quatriduum dolore, rubore et
tumore praternaturali, pracipue (ad rapham) prope com-
mifluram lablorum vulva inferiorem ; accedente ardore

et dolore ejufdam partis in mingendo ; cum ftillicidio ma-
teriel puriformis ex vulva.

Gonorrheea b 1

virulenta
* venerea > auctorum,
Fluor albus venereus, {. malignus
Leucorrheea venerea

Variat
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CHAP. IV, |

On the VENEREAL SWELLING of the TESTICLES:

|

WHEN a Clap has been treated either by im prﬂpEI‘_
medicines, or the patient labouring under it ufes
violent exercife, or efpecially if he catches cold in
the part affected, by expofing it to a fiream of cold
air, or by wafhing it with cold water, one, and fome-
times both tefticles begin to fwell, often to an enor-
mous fize, attended with all the {ymptoms of a local
inflammation ; to which an irritatien of the whole
fyftem and violent fever not unfrequently fucceed.
“This difeafe is called a Swelled Tefticle, and by fome
writers, though very improperly, Hernia humoralis.

partly or entirely ceafes ; but, fometimes, this willl
only happen, at leaft to an obfervable degree, a day
or two after the {welling has actually taken place.

Previous to the fwelling, the running of the cIa
|

Tuat the fwelling and {ymptoms of this inflame
mation are produced, in this cafe, merely by the ir<
ritation of the poifon lodged lower down in the ure:
thra, at the place where the excretory duéls of the
feminal veficles open, and not (as was formerly fups
pofed) from an abforption and- tranfpofition of the
poifon to the tefticle itfelf, is now generally admittedj
and will perhaps be more evident from the obferva

t1008k
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tions which I fhall lay down upon the nature and
feat of this diforder, and from the new method of
treatment which I found the moft fuccefsful for this
complaint.

- THerE is another {pecies of this diforder mentioned
by fome writers, viz. an inflammation of the tefticle,
arifing from the venereal poifon being depofited there
- from the mafs. This kind of difeafe never came un-
der my obfervation, and I therefore can fay nothing
about it. We are allo told, that a {welled tefticle a-
rifes fometimes from venereal ulcers of the glans being
dried up: but neither do I recolle& to have obferved
any cafe of this kind; though I have feen a patient,
 who, two years ago, was affected with a {welled tef=
ticle, which being improperly treated, brought on a
fiftula in ano. This was operated, and nearly heal-
ed up, when a {welling of the tefticle appeared again;
for which I was confulted. I fucceaded in difperf-
ing the fwelling, by bringing on a running from the
urethra, and in compleating the cure by a coutfe of
internal remedies. -

It has been hitherto the general opinion, that the
tefticle itfelf is always the feat of this diforder. But,
upon a more clofe attention and inquiry, I found,

Fizft, Tuat the tefticle itfelf is never fwelled, or
in the leaft affected, in the beginning of this com-
plaint; and that the only part affeed and fwelled is.
the epididymis; of which every patient may eafily
convincehimfelf by a careful examination. I faid, the
tefticle is never in the leaft affeéted in the beginning,

K or
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or for the firft five or fix days; and if it becomes gf-e |
fected afterwards, it is enterly owing to 2 prepofte-
rous treatment. 2dly, I have conftantly obferved,
thatthe fever which frequently attends this complaint,
efpecially in irritable conftitutions, is never a primary
difordey, but only concomitant to, or the conlequence
of, \this local irritation; and that for this reafon, by
the method mentioned hereafter, it is almoft gene-
rally in the power of the phyfician, if he be called in
time, to prevent any fever from taking place in this
complaint. ' | |

In what manner this fwelling of the épididymis
and {permatic cord is produced, is difficult to explain.
' Some think it is owing to fympathy; others, to a
certain quantity of poifon abforbed and depofited to
the tefticle; and others, to the inflammation flowly ex-
tending downwards to the neck of thie bladder, and
thus obftruéting the courfe of the femen. = If it were
owing to fympathy, why does the fwelling never
happen as long as the difcharge of a clap goes regu-
larly on, though the fymptoms of inflammatien and
irritation run ever {o high? The fecond caufe afcrib-
~ ed is a mere [uppofition, neither founded on faéts nor
anatomical obfervations. ~The third feems to be the
moft reafonable; though it muft be obferved, that
if the extended inflammation was the only true caufe
of this fwelling, it would feem that every patient who
has-a difeafed proftate, or an inflammation at the neck
of the bladder, fhould alfo be affected with-a fwell-
ing of the tefticles; which, however, is generally not
the cafe. It appears, therefore, moft probable to
'mu, that this difeafe is owing to the venereal poifon
p beiug



OF THE TESTICLES. . Y

being retropulfed from its original feat, in the lacuna
Morgagni under the freenum, lower down the ure-
thra, where, by its acrimony, it irritates the excre-
tory duéts of the feminal veflels ; whereby the {ecre-
tion of the femen is increafed, but its excretion pre-
vented, on account of the excretory ducts being irri-
tated, contracted, and {welled: hence an accumula-
tion of feed, firft in the vas deferens, then in the
epididymis, and at laft in the tefticle itfelf. Hence,
from this diffention of the {permatic veflels, not from
‘any real inflammation of thofe parts, a pain comes ons
which, for this very reafon, 1s always, we obferve,
obtufe, never acute; and hence we often {ee the pa-
tient fuddenly relieved by a fpontaneous pollution. -
" But if the fame caufe continues, the epididymis, and
the tefticle itfelf, will become thereby affected; and
its'inﬂanjmation,_if the poifon irritating the ezcretqr}
duéts of the feminal veflels be not removed, will end
in a fuppuration or obftinate hardnefs of the parts,

From the caufe afligned; we clearly conceive how
it happens, that, after the fwelling of one tefticle is
gone, the other Is fometimes attacked ; and that, af-
ter a fuppreflion of urine from a retropulfed clap is
removed, fometimes a f{welling of the tefticle comes
on. It is owing to the tranfpofition or change of
place of the poifon. It will further appear, from the
nature of this diforder, why a man who has been once
Jaff"e&ed with a {welled tefticle, is fo eafily affected -
J with the fame diforder a fecond time.

| Bur all theoretical reafonings are of little ufe, if
“he_y do not lead us to :ﬁq.bliﬂ'_a a more rational and
| K2 ' effectual

-

1
|
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effeCtual method of cure than has been before prae-
tifed. When I therefore fir/? obferved, That this
difeafe is not originally an inflammation of the tefticle,
2s has been hitherto generally fuppofed, but a {well-
ing of the epididymis, as I have found to be the cafe
In all my patients: Secondly, That the applications,
otherwife very ufeful in topical inflammations, fuch
as poultices, fomentations, &c. were in this cafe of
no ufe at all; nay, fometimes even hurtful, as I have
experienced in myfelf: Thirdly, That this {welling
is brought on, by whatever caufe, which ftops the
running of a clap; and moft generally by catching
cold, or cold applications to the penis, by violent
exercife, or by aftringent injections: Fourthly, That
a fwelling of the fame kind is fometimes brought un,
by the fimple application of a larger bougie, and cu-
red without any other remedy than by leaﬂpg off the
ufe of the bougie—I was led, in confequence of the
above obfervations, to conclude, that the difeafe was
brought on, not only by the venereal poifon, but by
any other ftimulus applied toand irritating the mouths
of the excretory duéts of the {eminal veflels in the
urethra; and that therefore 2 new method of cure,
altogether different from the old one, might be at-
tended with better fuccefs: and I was fo happy as to
find the fame, after I had occafion to try it, firt on
mylelf, and afterwards on other patients, anfwer my
moft {anguine Expe&atluns :

Method of Cure.

Tue phyfician’s firft intention fhould be to prevént

the diieafe altugﬁther, and lt this {hould be found
- impofiible,
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'1mpﬂﬂible to cure it in the moft fafe and {peedy
manner. To prevent a {welled tefticle, every thing
that is apt to bring on a ftopping of the running, or
a retropulfion of the clap, ought to be carefully avoid-
ed. Such are acrid aftringent injections, wathing the
penis with cold water, or expofing it to the cold air;
as, for example, making water in a fireet where
a cold wind blows; violent exercife of any kind; the
prepofterous ufe of balfamlca mternall y or externally;
- purging medicines: Which points carefully attended
to, together with the wearing of a bag- trufs, from
the beginning of any clap whatever, have effectually
fcreened my patients from this diforder; fo that none
of them who complied with the rules _]Llﬂ: mentioned
was ever affected with this dlleafe

Bur we generally find our patients not {o compliant,
or we are called in to fuch, who having been treated
without any attention to thofe rules, are aGually df-
fe@ted with the {welling, Thofe require our com-
paffion, and the immediate appiu.ahnn of every means
Pt}ﬂible to relieve them,

Tue caufe of the diforder, as faid above, being an
irritation of the mouths of the excretory ducts of the
feminal veflels, from the venereal poifon having taken
its feat at the caput gallinaginis, the moft effectual
relief we can give to our patient will be, firft to al-
lay the irritation, and then to recal the poifon to its
former original feat, that is, re-eftablifh the running;
both which points to attain, I found the following
method moft efficacious,

Ir
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Ir the pulle be accelerated, full, and firong, the |
patient 1s to be bleeded immediately ; and a good
quantity of blood is to be taken from him; regard, '
however, being had to his conftitution, and other cir-
cumftances. If there be no irritation in the fyftem, |

or only a moderate degree of it, bleeding is unnecef- |

fary (and this'will be nearly always the cafe, if we |
are called in foon after the commencement of the dif:
order); being convinced, from repeated obfervations,
that the fever in this complaint is never an original
difeafe, but brought on merely in confequence of the
irritation of thole delicate parts,

To the fwelling a common poultice of bread and °
milk, with fome oil, and, according to circumftances,
a little fugar of lead, has been recommended by moft
writers: but having feen {o little effeét from this ap-
plication, I have not, for many years paft, made ufe |
of it. Inftead of a poultice, I order firlt a glyfter, to

evacuate the faeces, if the patient bad pot a natural |

ftool; and then I advife him, if his fituation will al-

low of 1t, to fit for half an hour in a warm emollient
bath. If he cannot have that convenience, he is to
be placed in a perforated chair, upon the fteam of
hot water, for the fame length of time; p!’ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ}r:
{ufpending his tefticles.  From thence he is to be
carried to bed, and g dry bag-trufs to be immediately
applied, in order to keep the teflicles conftantly fuf-
pended, as their hanging down produces or contri-’
hutes to their irritation and {welling. A warm poul-
tice may then be alfo applied to the penis, in order
to recal the running again; or, in other words, to.

determine the retropulfed matter from its new feat to
come
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someé back to the old one. But what I found prins
cipally to be relied on 1s, to adminifter a full dnfg of
6pium, or, according to circumftances, a glyfter, made
of equal quantities of linfeed-oil and barle‘ya.water,-
with forty or fixty drops of laudanum, to be injected,
and occafionally repeated. He is to keep in bed and
obferve a low diet, drink nothing but barley-water, a
decoction of figs and barley, or anemulfion of almonds,

. To this method of treating {welled tefticles by
'opium, I was led, as I mentioned above, many years
ago by a fevere cafe of my own; and I have feen af-
terwards fo good and fpeedy effects from it, that I
fince conftantly made ufe of it. Ihave had many
inftances, where, by thefe means, the {welling and
pain of the teflicle were removed, and the running
brought back, in the {pace of twenty-four or forty-
eight hours; and in thofe cafes where it had not that
effett fo foon, it always greatly relieved the patient,
and prevented a fever. In all more obftinate cafes,
I conftantly obferved, that the {ymptoms of irritation
and the {welling did never quit the patient till the
ranning of the clap eame on again; but the moment
this latter took place, the patient found himfelf re-
lieved of the pain of the teflicle, and the {welling
gradually difappeared. To affift Nature in its bene«
ficial efforts, the opium internally, orin an emollient
glyfter, 1s to be repeated every twént}'-fuur hours;
the parts to be expofed twice or three times a-day,
for a quarter or half an hour, to the fteam of hot wa-
ter or milk; warm poultices to be conftantly applied
to the penis; and the accumulation of feeces in' the
¢tum to be prevented by a common glyfter occa-

{ionally
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fionally repeated. By proceeding thus, we fhall ge-
nerally have the fatisfaion to cure, in a few days,
a difeale, which, by a different method of treatment;
require {o many weeks, and after all fometimes ends
in a fuppuration of the tefticle, which often leaves a
troublefome feirrhofity behind. Of late we have
been told, that fomentations with cold water or ice,
renewed every quarter or half an hour, anfwered be-
yond expectation in difcufling a recent fwelling of
the tefticle ; and in other cafes, the repeated cold
application of a folution of fugar of lead in water has
produced the fame happy effects.

Ir the fymptoms of the {welling is dangerous or
obftinate, more efficacious means to re-eftablifh the
running the fooner might likewife be tried, and ap-
plied as mentioned above. The re-eftablithed clap
ought to be treated afterwards in the common man-
ner ; taking great care to give no occafion to a new
retropulfion ; which, itis to be remarked, in fuch
cafes ealily takes place a fecond time.

Ir the fwelling has been treated improperly, it fre-
quently happens that the fymptoms of irritation dif-
appear, but leave a hard {welling of one or both tef-
ticles behind; and the difeafe is then commonly
called a Sgirrbous Tefticle.  In all thofle cafes I con-
ftantly found the epididymis very hard and much
fwelled. In fome, however, the tefticle it{elf was
likewile evidently affe¢ted, accompanied fometimes
with a fenfarion of a painful preflure, but more fre-
quently wi thout any pain at all. Mercury rubbed

in externally into the perineum and fcrotum twice
a-day,
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a-day, with the conftant application of a warm poul-
tice made of the root of atrapa mandragora L. is, in
that cafe, the moft ufeful remedy. An emetic has
been fometimes found effectual. The decoction of
the bark of the root of daphne mezerewm internally,
and a poultice of it externally, has lately been much

recommended ; but in {everal patients to whom I

have given that deco&ion, I obferved it made them
Io fick that they found it impoflible to bearit on the
ftomach, and even its external ufe requires fome
caution on account of its acrid quality. Ele@ricity
has been found ufeful in feveral cafes by Mr. Bireh,
in London. Van Swieten once told me, that he
had given, for an indolent chronic induration of the
tefticles, lapides cancrorum, an ounce in a pint of
good Auftrian wine or old hock, taking three or four
table-{fpoonfuls every morning and evening, with
good fuccefs. I once tried this remedy, and it an-

{wered extremely well. After Van Swieten’s death,

I met a patient who told me, that he had been cu-
red by him of an hard fwelled tefticle, though not
from a venereal caufe, by the fame remedy; and
that he had been perfetly well ever fince. An
ointment made of one drachm of camphor to an
ounce of fimple ointment applied to the fcrotum,
and in other cafes the application of the volatile- Ij-
niment by means of a feather, have proved fuccefs-

ful in feveral inftances. Hemlock internally and

externally has been likewife recommended ; but up-
on what ground, I am uncertain. Mr. ﬂcrell one
of the firft furgeons in Denmark, has found the root
of the ononis fpinefa L. given internally, anfwer ex-
tremcly well in feveral cales, He boils half an ounce

L of
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.~ of this root with a pint and a half of water to one
pint, fweetens it with {yrup of camomile, and gives |
a table-fpoonful of it every three hours. 'The wear-
ing of a trufs-bag is at the fame time always necefl-
fary. It is, however, to be abferved, that we fhall
{fometimes be difappointed by all thele remedies ;
- and that the hard fwelling, of feveral months or years §
ftanding, will not go off, except we have recourfe to §
the inoculation of a new clap, :

A cancer of the tefbicle requires extirpation; but
whenever a tefticle is cancerous, or, in its ftructure, |
difeafed, we ought always carefully to examine whe-
ther the lymphatics of the {permatic cord are not at
the fame time affeéted ; in this cafe, the kidney of
. the fame f{ide, to which thofe lymphatic veflels go,
being generally difeafed, the excifion of the tefticle
-proves an ulelels operation, and will only expofe, by
its fatal confequences, the furgeon’s reputation.

WE are told by fome writers on this fubjeé, that

a venereal inflammation of the tefticles frequently
terminates in a fuppuration. This may fometimes
be the cafe, but never happened to any of my pa-
‘tients. . I am therefore inclined to believe, that, if
it happens, it more frequently proceeds from a bac
treatment, than from any other caufe. But per
haps that {pecies of venereal tefticles which, we are
‘told, arifes from a tainted mafs, (if it ever exiils,) is
" probably, having its feat in the teiticle itfelf, more
apt to end in fuppuration, than that arifing from @
A{upprefled clap, which, as we have {een above, ver}
feldom affedts the tefticle. One particular cafe,
. . . L whic &
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which I [aw eight years ago, though not venereal,
deflerves, perhaps, to be mentioned here.

A younc man of twenty years of age, afflicted
with ferophulous fwellings about his neck, was adyi-
fed by a phyfician to make ufe of the decoctum lig-
norum. Following this advice for fome weeks, he
was affected with a cough, which, in a fortnight af-
ter, ended in an hemoptyfis. Though he now left
off the decoétion, and made ufe of feveral other me-
dicines prefcribed to him, the cough continued for
many months, accompanied with fpitting of blood,
or mucus ftreaked with blood occafionally.  Being
confulted, I gave it as my opinion, that his lungs
‘were affected with fcrophulous tubercles, for which
I knew no remedy ; and defired him to confult the
firft men of the profeflion in the place. Though the
remedies ordered by them did not in the leaflt alter
his cough, he was in ‘other refpe@s tolerably well,
eat with appetite, and {lept with eafe, One day he
came to me, and compiained of a painful fwelling
on both fides of the inguina, but more fo on the one
than on the other. Upon examining, I+ found the
[permatic cord very much enlarged. Iafked him,
whether he had made free with the fex? He decla-
red upon his honour, he had never lain with a wo-
man 1n his life, for fear of being poxed ; but faid, he
had had the fame complaint feveral times before,
and felt it always whenever he was in company with
young women who {trongly excited defire; that it
grew fometimes extremely painful, infomuch that he
avoided fuch occalions as much as poflible, Having
been in fuch a fituation the day before, the fame |

La pain
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pain came on; but had continued {fo much Ilonger
than ufual, that it induced him to apply to me for
afliftance. I advifed him to apply cold water to the
parts : which. cured him of his complaint in a few
days. Thus much I thought to premife to what

follows. i

Some months after, he complained to me that one
of his tefticles had become very hard without any
apparent caufe. Upon interrogating him about the
ufe of women, he repeated the {fame thing he had
done before ; but confefled that he had frequently
mafturpated himfelf, without knowing that fuch a
practice could produce any diforder. I prefcribed
hemlock, and all the refolvents the Materia Medica
affords, both internally and externally, but without
any effect : the tefticle grew painful, and daily lar-
~ ger; and at laft burft, and a fmall quantity of pu-
- rulent magter was dilcharged. On myreturn to town,
after an abfence of fome months, he told me, that
during that time a {mall difcharge had continued ;
and that feveral fibres like white threads came away
from the ulcer every day. Upon examination, I
found the whole tefticle reduced to a very {mall fize, |
and the ulcer nearly clofed up, and in a few weeks
it was quite healed. His cough continued during all
this time ; but he appeared not to be more emaciat- |
ed than when he fitft applied to me. Every three
or four months, when the tickling of the cough {
feemed to increafe, and he was afraid of a {pitting of |
blood, he was bled by his own advice. The fper-3
matic cords were quite natural. The fame month of §
the following year, the other tefticle became affected &

jurtl
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juft as the former had been. A furgeon of eminence,
who had treated the patient with me the preceding
year, was now called in during my abfence ; and
though every thing was done for him which in my
opinion could have been done, when I returned back
to town, the complaint ftill continued, and had now
lafted for ten weeks. At the expiration of the {eventh
week the teflicle burft; and whole pieces of the {per-
matic veflels of the tefticle were every day dilcharg-
ed from the opening; and in three months the tefticle
was reduced, like the other, to the fize of a {mall
hazel-nut. There was no {welling in the fpermatic
cords ; and the patient told me, he had ftrictly fol.
lowed my advice, and avoided, for thefe two years,
| his bad cuftom above mentioned. The cough con-
tinued ; but by degrees reduced him f{o low, that he
died two years after.

Tue phyfician who attended him laft, informed
me, that on opening the body, he found a vomica
in one of the lungs, and many large hard tumours or
tubercles on both ; but he had not examined the tef-
ticles. From what caufe the difeafe of the tefticles
arofe, whether from a fcrophulous complaint, or from
mafturpation, I do not pretend to fay: but I relate
the cafe only as a very particular and remarkable
one ; which fhows, that there may fometimes hap-
pen a {uppuration of the tefticles even with the great-
eft care and moft judicious treatment.

CHAP.
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a8 VENEREAL ISCHURY.

CHAP. VL

I

On the VENEREAL IscHURY 2nd STRICTURES,

A rorar fuppreffion of urine, occafioned either by
the remains of a former {yphilitic complaint, or of a
prefent venereal virus affeing the urethra, or neck
‘of the bladder, we call a Fenereal Ifchury ; and a
partial fuppreffion, or a difficulty of making waterin
a continued and natural'ftream, attended with pain,
and a frequent defire to make water, arifing from the
fame caufe, is commonly, though not always pro- |
~perly, called a Stricture.

. Waen I fay, that the name Stricfure, which has |
been given to the latter complaint, is often a very |
improper appellation, it is becaufe a partial fuppref- §
fion of urine, as well as a total one, may arife from
different caufes; among which a ftri¢ture or conftric-
tion of one particular part of the urethra is only per-
haps the moft common one.

 Tuedifferent caufes by which either a partial or
total venereal fuppreflion of urine is produced, are,
1/7, An inflammation or {pafmodic contraction of the

neck of the bladder, from a recent retropulfed clap.
2dly, A chronic cunﬁn&mn or narrownefs of one par-
ticular part of the urethra, from a thickened and

hardened portion of its fubftance, properly called a
Stricture. ¥
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Stricture. 34y, A compreflion of: the neck of the
bladder or urethra, producing a partial or total abo-
lition of its cavity, by a preternatural {welling of the
proftate or of any other gland of the urethia. = 4¢bly,
A prominent cicattix of a preceding ulcer, or a fun-
gous excrefence in fome  part of the urethra, com-
‘monly known by the name of Caruncle.

As upon t‘he.-perfe& knowledge of thefe caufes the.
radical cure of the difeafe entirely depends, we fhall
confider them more minutely. .

WhaeneveRr the running of a clap 1s ftopped by
“any caufe whatever, the virus feems to:go lower down
the urethra, and to excite there a fimilar irritation
and inflammation, as it did in its former place. - If
it fixes its place at the caput gallinaginis, and there
idrritates the mouths of the excretory ducts of the fe-
minal veficles; it produces, as we have obferved in
the foregoing chapter, a {welling of the epididymis,
or what is commonly called a fwelled teflicle. 1f it
goes ftill lower down the urethra, and fettles at the
neck of the bladder, it will, in this circumf{tance, not
produce a {welled tefticle, but an irritation, {palmodic
contraction, or inflammation of the neck of the blad-
der, with a total or partial fuppreflion of urine. The
poifon in that cafe, if the complaint be properly
treated, will produce no other difeale than a fuppref-
fion of urine for a few days only: after which it will
leave that place; -and, on going more forwards into
the urethra, bring on either a {welled tefticle, or, if
it returns to the fame place which it originally occu-
pied, reproduce the running, with the common fymp’-

M toms
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toms of a clap, and fo by degrees go off at laft, with- |
out leaving any bad {ymptom behind. il

Bur this fo much wifthed-for circumftance does not
always happen. The poifon lodged in the neck of
the bladder will fometimes produce, befides a variety
of very difagreeable fymptoms, an ulceration in that
~place, orin fome other part of the urethra. Though
the dilchargearifing from fuch an ulcer be, by degrees,
partly or entirely ftopped, and the ulcer itfelf heal-
ed, we often obferve either a coar@ation of the ure-
thra remaining at the place where the ulcer was, or
the cicatrix of the ulcer forming a kind of knot or
protuberance into the paflage. Sometimes alfo the |
ulcers, on healing, will form large granulations, or |
preternatural excrefcences, which afterwards produce |
the fame effet as a prominent cicatrix, under the |
name of Caruncles (which complaint, however, never |
occurred to me in practice); or the proftate gland, =
or any of the glands of the urethra itfelf, form a fun-
gous excrefcence, protruding intothe urethra, orneck |
of the bladder, and thereby produce an anguftation; }
or a total abolition of the cavity of the paflage.  A-
natomical diffections have alfo difcovered to us lately, §
that two ulcers of the urethra in oppofite directions, |
or a fingle large one, will fometimes, in fome place, :
grow together by bands crofling the cavity of the
urethra ; and whilft the lower part of the ulceration §
remains open, and continues the difcharge mention-
ed in the chapter on Gleets, the upper parts grown
together diminifh or abolifh the cavity of the urethra
and thereby prevent the free paflage of the urine.

Iy gy
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ix fome of thefe cafes the patient, efpecially by
.iiving- fober and quiet, is able to make water pretty
freely, though he wants a long time for doing it. But,
on committing the leaft excefs in eating and drink-
ing, or by taking too much exercife, the difeafe grows
evidently worfe, the urine is difcharged in drops only,
or in a {fmall and interrupted ftream, exciting great
pain, anxiety, and uneafinefs; or the pafiage is ftop-
ped entirely, and thus endangers the life of the fuf-
ferer. The urine, in thefe cafes, fometimes, as I
have feen, forces its way into the reétum, and is eva-
cuated by the anus ; or it produces in the urethra,
behind the coarctation, a dilatation, erofion, finufes,
or a fiftula, through which it afterwalds conftantly
dlfcharges

Taz further back in the urethra this difeafe has its
feat, the more troublefome, in general, is the cure,
| and the more danger awaits the patient. 'I'he more
inveterate or complicated all thefe {pecies of the dif-
order are, the more difficult is their removal.— T hofe
arifing from a callous or contracted ulcer of the ure-
thra, are more eafily cured than thofe arifing from a
protuberant cicatrix or from caruncles. That kind
of ifchury which owes its origin to a retropulfion of
a recent clap, I have obferved to pe removed eafier
and fooner than all others ; that arifing from a fcir~
thous proftate is often, thnugh not always, incurable;
but for an ifchury arifing from a fungous eacrefcenc:
of the proftate, the art has no remedy.

M2z Method
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Method of Tm:irmgn;.

Taz firt thing, if we are called to a patient af-
fected with a venereal fuppreflion of urine, is, to in-
quire, whether it arifes from a retropulfion of a re-
cent clap, or from old complaints within the urethra,
Our chief aim, in both cafes, being to remove the
ifchury, we ought to examine, whether the difeale
is ftill merely local, or whether there is a general ir-
ritation of the fyftem. If the pulfe be quick and
hard, bleeding is neceflary. The quantity of blood
to be taken is regulated by the ftate of the pulfe
and conftitution of the patient. A man of a firong
habit, or of a plethoric conftitution, will bear the lofs
of a pound; whereas half that quantity taken, will
operate {ufliciently, and have the {fame effec, upon
a delicate and tender habit. It ought, however, to
be obferved, that, in {uch cafes, the patient will reap
more benefit from one copious bleeding, than from
~ two or three {mall ones fucceﬂ'ively made omne after

1he nther

 Tais being done; or when the {yftem is not affe@-
‘ed, the bladder, if much diftended, ought to be eva-
euated, and the catheter applied for that purpofe.
Tts application, however, in thofe circumftances, i
‘often very difficult, and fometimes utterly impoflible
This is certainly frequently owing to the caufe of th
diforder; but much depends upon the {kilful manage
‘ment of the {urgeon.

I order to facilitate the introduion of the cathe
ter,
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ter, (after the patient has been bled, which, if ne-
ceflary, fhould always pmcede) I have experienced
the following management to be ufeful. The cathe-
ter being anointed with {weet oil, is to be introduced
gently. As {oon as we meet with any obftacle, care
ought to be taken not to force it, but to wait a little,
“and then try to pufh it on again gently ; becaufe this
obftacle {feems fometimes to avife only from a momen-
taneous {pafm of the urethra, excited by the mechani-
cal irritation of the catheter itlelf; which, if we dil-
continte pufhing, frequently will go off in a few mi-
nutes, and the catheter is then eafily introduced
" further: whereas, if we go on pufhing, in that cafe,
the fpafm grows more violent, and renders the in-
‘troduction often utterly impoflible. It is owing, pro-
bably, to this {pafm that we fee fometimes that one
furgeon is able to introduce 1t, while another, though
by no means of inferior fkill and talents, had before
tried it in vain. If the obftacle be at the caput gal-
linaginis, or further back, we may very often remove
it by introducing a finger in the anus, and thus af-
fifting the catheter. I have feen inftances where the
mtroduction of the catheter proved impoflible as long
as the patient was lying in bed; whereas ‘it went in
very readily on the patient’s ﬁttmg on the edge of
the bedftead, his feet hanging down. I haye' alfo
obferved where a large catheter was eafily introdu-

ced, after a fmaller one had been repeatedly tried
without fuccefs.

I mave been perhaps too full in enumerating all
- -thefe mrcumﬂ:;mces But I am confident, that, by
a careful attention to one or the other of thefe points,

. we
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we may not only often {pare our patients a great deal
of pain, but, what is perhaps more material, pre= |
vent a lues taking place; which eafily happens when,
by a rude treatment, the urethra has been wounded.

I certainly have experienced in myfelf the moft evi=

dent {ymptoms of the lues in the mafs from fucha
caufe. I had an ifchury from a fimple clap; the dif=
charge of which was ftopped by a bad treatment.
The furgeon, who was otherwile a very {kilful man,
on introducing the catheter, found a great refiftance
at the neck of the bladder, at the fame time that I
felt a great deal of pain. After trying it two or three
times to get through, he at laft pufhed a little harder,
~ whereupon fome drops of blood were difcharged from
the urethra, and the moment after, (the catheter
havmg paﬁcd the obftacle), an abundant flow of u-
rine. I recovered in a few days from the ifchury ;
and a few weeks after, the clap which had returned
was likewife cured : but, to my aftonifhment, a fhort
time after, 1 felt a {welling and viclent pain in the
fternum ; which was radically cured by a courfe of
mercury.

Ir the coarétation of the urethra be fo firait as te
refufe, even under the juft-mentioned precautions,
any catheter whatfoever, an application of a fmall
catgut will fometimes {ucceed, and prove highly be-
neficial.

Ir the danger is not o great, viz. the bladder not '
very much diftended, confequently the immediate dii-
charge of urine not fo prefling, and the introduction

of the catheter proves very difficult, fome other means
to
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to procure a difcharge of urine ought to be tried; of
which I have found the following the moft efficacious
and ufeful. A common glyfter, mixed with fome
honey or lenitive electuary, fhould be adminiftered,
in order to evacuate the feces, and thereby to pre-
vent the conftant ftimulus which their accumulation
is apt to excite. As foon as the feeces are evacuated,

a glyfter of equal quantities of barley-water and lin-
{eed oil, with a full dofe of the tinctura Thebaica,

thould be adminiftered, and occafionally repeated.
Every kind of medicine or food apt to go through
the urinary paflages, fhould be carefully avoided;
and, for the fame reafon, the patient fhould not drink
even more of barley-water, or of the folution of gum-
arabic, than is neceffary to quench his thirft. He
thould likewife, -according to circumftances, be put
into a warm bath, tempered with milk or a decoction
of bran, for half an hour or an hour, and the {ame
be repeated four or five hours after ; or, what I have
found often very ferviceable, he fhould be fet upon
a perforated chair, and expafe his private parts to the
fteam of hot water mixed with vinegar. If he be
reftlefs and feverifh, bleeding will fometimes be pro-
per, and a full dofe of laudanum fhould be admini-
ftered to him in the evening. The judicious appli-
cation of thefe remedies I have feen {fometimes an-
fwer in the moft defperate circumf{tances.

I saw once, in a {uppreflion of urine, where there
was no catheter at hand, that a roafted onion, ap-
plied to the perineum, by the advice of an old wo-
man, had the effect; fo that two hours after the ap-
plication the urine flowed plentifully: and, in an-
ether cafe, the life of an eminent phyﬁcmn in the

army
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army was faved by covering the glans penis with the
frefh pellicle of an egg found between the fhell and
albumen. As foon as the pellicle, growing dry, be-
gan to contract, the urine began to flow plentifully ;
but, on appling it the fecond time, two days after,
when the fuppreflion of urine unexpectedly returned,
it proved, as the perfon who recommended it fore-
told us, ineflicacious, and the patient died. Perhaps
the volatile liniment, or a blifter, applied to the periQ
neum, would produce the fame effect, with more cer-
tainty, and quicker, than the remedies dld 1n the
two cafes related.

Ir we have been fo happy as to evacuate the blad-
der, either by the application of the catheter, or by
{fuch other means as have been now mentioned, our
next care will be, to prevent a freth accumulation
of urine, and to remove as foon as poflible the caufe
of the fuppreflion. The firlt will be effected by con-
tinuing the fame remedies, and efpectally (as has
been recommended by fome writers,) by leaving the
- catheter within the urethra. This, however, none
of the patients, whom I have hitherto treated, were
able to comply with. They fuffered fo much from
: keeping the common catheters applied, whether made
of filver or fieel, flexible or inflexible, as made them
- conceive, that the pain which would arife from a re-
peated application of the catheter, or from a frefh
accumulation of urine in the bladder, could not pof-
{ibly be greater; and therefore withdrew the cathe-
ter, though they were very defirous to have retained
it if they had found it poflible. To guard againft
this inconventence, 1 could never find out a remedy,

el
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¥l I tried the catheters invented by Mr. Theden, firft
furgeon in the army of the King of Pruflia. They
are made of a golden wire covered with a folution of
caoutchouc (elaftic refin). Their application is not
only, in many inftances, eafier than that of the com-
mon catheters; or of hollow bougies of any kind ; but
nlfo, in all inftances in which I tried them, I found
the patients could keep them applied, after the urine
was difcharged, with much lefs inconvenience. They
are therefore, in thofe cafes, much preferable to any
other. Rut if we have none of thefe catheters at
hand, which muft be the cafe-as long as they are fo
Eiﬁicult to be got, and fe high in price *, we muft

ften to the patient’s fufferings, withdraw the cathe-
er as foon as it becomes too troublefome, and have
ecourfe immediately to fuch remedies as will tend
Eia i:rew:nt the return of the fuppreflion.

To fuch as are in pofieflion of any of thofe elaftic
E_a'.i:hﬁters, the following rules, to be obferved in their
pplication, may perhaps be acceptable.
Tue elaftic catheter, after being ancinted with
[weet oil, is introduced in.the common manner.—
he {urgeon, as ufual, gently draws with one hand
he urethra towards him, and holding the catheter
ith the fingers of the other, always at the diftance
fan inch or two from the glands, gradually intro-
uces it ; whilft this is performing, the catheter ge-
erally enters the bladder, without any particular
iection from the hand of the operator. If any re-

N fiftance

* Both thele inconveniences are now remedied by the catheters
ade of the fame fubftance by Mr, Bernard at Paris,
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inftrument forward, at the fame time turning it fron
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fiftance be found, the rules mentioned above are
be obferved, to facilitate the introduéion; but if
the refiftance be at the neck of the bladder, there i
nothing more to be done, than gently pufhing the

the right to the left ; for, by turning it in the oppo:
fite direction, the {piral windings of the gold wire of
Mr. Theden’s catheter would be feparated. If the
furgeon finds the obftacle greater, he fhould, as 1
{aid above, ftop the introduétion till the cnr*traétiu
or {pafm of the fphincter veficee and the refiftance
ceafes, which happens for the moft part 111 a verys
{hort time, when he is enabled to go through the
paflage eafily. This cathéter is introduced, like
common one, according to circumftances, with of
wnhﬂut a pmbe. After remammg in the urethra fop

{oft, and therefore unfit for heing ufed again until
has been cleanfed and dried, and put for a little time
in a cold place ; which operatiomn reftores it to its fors
mer firm texture. The method of cleanfing it is,
wafh the outfide with water, and likewife the cavity
with the {ame applied by rinfing. For cleanfing an
drying its infide, a long needle with a filk threaé
will be moft fit. When about to be ufed, and foung
to be too ftiff, it may be foftened by keeping it a lif
tle in the hand, dipping it in warm water, or holtk
ing it near the fire-fide. :

Bur if all our endeavours to introduce any cath
ter or catgut have proved unfuccefsful, and the dams
ger of a rupture of the bladder, from its :_:;.-:j:i-: _
be imminent, the urine muft be at all events difchan

[ :'"-. :::
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d. This fhouid, therefore, not be deferred too
ong ; and may be done, according to the feat of the
iforder, either by an incifion into the urethra. be-
ind the ftriture or feat of the floppage ; or, if that
eat. be in the neck of the bladder, and the ineifion
nd introdu@ion of the trocar in that place perhaps
e found too difficult for the furgeon, the bladder
ay be fafely tapped through the anus, as firft pro-
ofed by Mr. Fleurant, or an incifien may be made
bove the {ymphifis pubis, and the bladder be tap-
bed in this place under the peritonzum; both which
hperations are neither difficult nor painful, and either
»f them becomes neceflary to fave the life of the pa-
ient. :

These are the means generally ufeful to give re-
ief to the patient, in all cafes of i/churia urethralis.

Bur, tocure that diforder radically, its caufe, as I

ave faid above, ought to be removed ; which is ef-
Fe&ed, according to the nature of the complaint, by
different methods.

Ir the ilchury proceeds from a recent repulfion of
-venereal Blennorrhagia, the running or clap muit
e recalled. For this purpofe, hefides the general
emedies before mentioned, the fteam of hot water,
lone or mixed with vinegar, or the volatile liniment
pplied to the perineum, I have feen and experien-
ed befides the inoculation of the clap, to be the'

oft eflicacicus remedies to remove the yenereal poi-
on from the neck of the bladder, and bring on the
unning afrefh, I recommend the fu['panﬁnh of the
& ' N2 tefticles




- to avoid all the caufes which are apt to bring on a fi

“ternal ufe of mercury neceflary for a radical cure!

- the mafs, though the local cu'nllplaltnt-of the genitals
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tefticles during the application of the fteam ; becauf

I have feen inftances where the poifon, leaving the
neck of the bladder, inftead of returning to its origi.
nal feat under the frenum, fettled at the caput ga
linaginis, and thereby produced a fwelling of the
tefticle ; which I have never obferved fince 1 took
the above precaution. In the mean time, the pa-
tient fhould keep quietly in bed, and warm poulti-
ces fhould be conftantly applied to the genital parts,
as the accumulation of feeces. fhould be carefully a:
voided by means of glyfters. = Emetics are, occafions
ally, as ufeful in this cafe as they are in fwelled tef:
ticles ; and the internal ufe of opiates produces, in
many inftances, a {peedy efie€t. = As {oon as the ve
nereal poifon, on leaving the neck of the bladder
occupies again its original place, the running is re-
eftablifhed, and then to be cured as claps in genera
are ; only, the patient ought to take the greateft care

milar retrﬂplﬂﬁﬂn ;' becaufe we fee daily, that fuchl
a retropulfion, after having once taken place, is cas
fily brought on a fecond time, even on the ﬂlghte ¥
occafions.

I-Mﬂs-r-, moreover, obferve, that in fuch a cafe
after the ifchury is removed, I always found the in-

having feen feveral inftances where the abforption of
the vitus took place during the fuppreflion, and ex-§

cited afterwards evident fymptoms « fits prefence it

was perfedly cured.
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Ir the fuppreilion arifes from a chronic complaint
of the urethra, fuch as from a ftricture accompanied
with an ulcer, or.an erofion of the excretory dudtsof
the proftate gland or femipal veficles, this caufe we
mult endeavour to remove achﬁrdin,g to the rules laid
&lijwn under the articles Gleets and Fenereal Ulcers.

Ir the ftricture arifes from g fimple conftriGtion of
one particular place of the urethra, without any ul-
geration, our care muft be to dilate this coar&ation,
which owes its origin either to an ulcer-healed up,
by which the whole circumference of the urethra in
that place is lefrened or to a prominent cicatrix or
callofity, nccaﬁnncd by a previous ulcer. This is
moft effectually obtuined by a'long-continued ufe of
bougies; beginning with {maller ones, and going on
gra{iually until the patient be able to bear thofe of
the largeft fize. The bougie he is to keep applied in
the beginning for a quarter or half an hour, and af-
terwards, if he can bear it, for feveral hours, morn-
ing and evening. If a bougie of elaftic refin be at
hand, thisprecaution is hardly ever neceflary, as they,
growing foft and flefh-like in the urethra, produce
little or no uneafinefs. But as this kind of coar&a-
tion or ftricture is fometimes fo very fmall that it does
not even admit the fmalleft bougie, the application
of a fmall catgut is an- excellent invention *. The
catgut once intm;lut_:ed, and left for fome time in the
urethra,

- * The ufefuluels of this application has been much enforced
‘and confirmed in praftice by Mr. J. Foor. See Critical Inquiry
into the Treatment of the Difeafes of the Urethra ; where the au-

thor has given us, befides, a number of ufeful remarks on thofe
meflalnts. '




» fame'good effect. 1f by thefe means we have by de-§

‘catgut, a bougie may be introduced ; the ufe of

urine accumulated behind the coarctation has forced
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urethra, begins to fwell, by which means the coarc..
tated paflage infenfibly enlarges ; fo that fometimes,
on withdrawing it the firft time, the patient is able.
to make water with unexpected eafe ; and the next
time a larger may be eafily introduced, and have the

grees dilated the urethra fo far as to admit the largeft.

which 1s to be continued for feveral weeks or months,
even after the patient is perfeétly cured and able to
make water in one large continued natural fiream,

Ir the coarétation dmzs not even admit oF a catgut
and the feat of the diforder is at a place which we
can come at, an incifion into the urethra behind the,
coarétation is, as I have faid aboye, moft adyifable :
by thefe means the urine will be difcharged through'
the incifion, whenever neceffary, and the return of
the fuppreflion thereby efieCtually prevented. We
may afterwards eafily dilate the wound, paffing the
knife through the coartation; and then introduce
a bougic ; which the patient is to wear until the ftric-
ture be removed, the whole wound be healed up
and thus the complaint be radically cured. The
fame method will be alfo fometimes neceflary, if the

itsway either throughthe inteftinum reGtum (in which
cafe the patient will void his urine with the feces
through the anus), or by a fiftulous opening through¥
the perinzeum. But, in thefe cafes, it will be in ge
nieral neceflary to let him go through a courfe of mers
curials before we proceed to the operatian of the fif:
tula; otherwife we fhall find ourfelves very often dif=
appointed
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appointed in curing this latter. If he {hould not
have ftirength enough to uridergo fach a courfe, as
is frequently the cale, he is to be prepared by pro-
per diet and medicines. On performing this latter
gperation, an incifion muft likewif¢ be made through
the ftricture, the original caufe and feat of the dilor-
der; and the patient is to wear a bougie during the
cure, and for fome time afterwards, '

Ir the ifchury arifes from excrefences or caruncles;
as they are commonly called, or from invincible co-
arCations, the incifion of the urethra at the place
where the feat of the diforder lies; and thie cutting
out of thofe extraneous bodies, has been propofed;
but I have never yet heard of any cafe where this

operation had been performed.

I~ a feirrhofity or hard fwelling of the proftate, ot
a fungous excrefcence of the fame gland, all the re-
medies recommended above for refolving fuch a {well-
ing ought to be tried; and if they fail, we fhould
tather endeavour to bring the gland to a fappurationt
by irritating applications, than to let a diforder in-
ereafe which fo frequently proves fatal.

Ir a fwélling of any of the fmaller gljands of ths
arethra fhould be the caufe of the ifchury, and the
moft powerful refolvents fhould prove ineffectual, it
will be proper to advife the patient rather to have
the -extirpation of the tumour performed, than to

kve in the conftant anxiety about the dreadful con=
fequences of this complaint,

CHAP.
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forotum, thighs, &c. There are likewife {feveral in-
fances where furgeons, performing operations, or
perfons affifting in the delivery of women, had the
misfortune of being affeted with venereal ulcers in
their hands or arms. ~ In all cafes of thlS laft kind,

the poifon feemed to me univerfally to operate more
powerfully than when originally applied to the parts
covered with a thin cuticle, or when depofited from
a tainted mafs. I know now a midwife, who, having
been infected in this manner {everal years ago, ftill
fuffers from the difeafe ; and we have another in-
flance of an eminent male-praditioner in the fame
rt, who, by delivering an infeCted woman, was af-
ected with ulcers in his hand ; and to this prefent
ime ftill labours under the confequences, though it
s now three years fince he received the infedion.—
know a gentleman who, wounding his finger by
cident with a penknife, and expofing the fame,
vithout thinking or fufpecting any bad confequence,
he very fame night got the infection ; whéreby the
vound was changed in two days toa very bad vene-
eal ulcer, accompanied with a painful and cbftinate
velling of the whole arm, together with a bubo un-
er the arm-pit, and other {fymptoms, of a general
fection.

Troucu I have attended with the greateft care to
Il cafes of this kind which fell. under my obferva-
on, I could never difcover, in the conflitution of
e patients, any particular caufe of fuch violent
mptoms. In two inftances, the patients before
nd afterwards had venereal ulcers in places covered
vith 2 thin cuticle, and the poifon there produced
O the




_fefted the whole fyftem. This diftinGtion is ufefu
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the common fymptoms only. It feems therefore pro«
bable to me, that, in order to produce primary ve-
nereal ulcers upon a place covered with a thick_cutiﬁ;‘:'
cle, the virus muft either be extremely acrid in its,
nature, or produce more violent effeéts on-account:
of its being applied to a part which has no mucus to)
dilute the fame, or to defend itfelf from its acrimony.
At leaft, we very feldom obferve fuch violent andl
obftinate effects in primary venereal ulcers upon partss
covered only with a thin cuticle, or in {econdary
ones arifing upon any part of the {urface of the body..

lute it, and in the latter, to its having been diluted,,
or having undergone fome change by its previo -,
mixture with the mafs.: | i
|

VeNEREAL ulcers, arifing from a primary infectiong
are either local or univerfal; viz. the venereal virug
‘having been applied to the part, and, by its ftimu4
lus, preduced an irritation and fubfequent erofion, is|
‘confined ftill to that part only ; or it has been at the

{fame time abforbed into the mafs, and thereby ind}

and neceflary in practice ; becaufe ulcers of the latH
ter kind, like thofe arifing from a fecondary infee:
tion, can never be radically cured without a courfé!
of mercury ; whereas the former may be cured by}
Afimple local applications. i:
Bur here I muft take notice of another materia
circumftance and diftin&ion, which is of the greatef§
importance in practice, and to which writers on thi
{ubjecs
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{ubject feem to have hitherto paid little or no atten-
tion. Ulcers arifing on the genitals are nnw-a-dg}:’ﬁ
Igcnﬁl‘aﬂy, fometimes even after the flighteft exami-
nation, pronounced to be venereal, and treated as
fuch ; whereas it is matter of fact, confirmed by dai-
ly experience, that ulcers, both of the fauces and
Lgénitals, may, in our days, as well as in thofe of Ce/-
us, arife, and do a&ually arife, from acrimonies or
iafmata, which have nothing in common with the
enereal virus. This is a point of the utmoft confe-
uence in praéice to the phyfician as well as to the
atierit. However, by not paying proper attention
o it, 1 have not only {feen many times the character
finnocent perfons brought into queftion, but patients
educed, by a prepofterous treatment, to a moft mi-
erable fituation.

I nave further not unfrequently obferved the moft
dreadful confequences, when ulcers of the mouth
and fauces, occafioned by the uf of mercury itfelf,

fpecially under a falivation, are miftaken for vene-
eal ones, or when ulcers of the genitals or other
arts of the body are confounded with venereal ones,
hich, though at firft really venereal, duringa mer-
urial courfe affume a different appearance, and thus
eem to have entirely changed their venereal nature.
Inftead of healing, to which point they feemed to
pproach, they -now prove not only obftinate, but
ielding a thin ichorous' difcharge, grow worfe and
orfe under the continuation of the fame remedy,
nd {pread further and further. To fhow the im-
ortance of thefe diftinctions more evidently, 1 fhall
ubjoin an account of a few cafes relating to that fub-
O 2 jedls
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ject but elucidate this point more fully hereafter, una

der the head On Venereal Complaints incurable by Mera:
rﬂf:}’- : .

A GENTLEMAN, twenty-one years of age, of a ftrong
plethoric conftitution, confulted me fome time ago’
about a fhanker, as he called it, on the glans penis,
with which he had been aiflicted thefe eight or nine
months paft. He had confulted, at the time he got
it firft, an eminent furgeon at Dublin; who prefcrib
ed a courfe of mereurials, which produced a flight
falivation. But the ulcer not healing, mercurial f
migations were applied for fome time to the part af:
fected ; by which the ulcer feemed to grow lefs, and
had aflumied a better appearance, but had not heal
ed. He was therefore advifed to a fecond mercurial
courfe, with a different preparation of mercury, i
ternally as well as externally; but, under this courfe
the ulcer, inftead of healing, grew from day to day
larger, deeper, and in every refpe, worfe. In that
condition he came to London, and confulted me
Upon examining the part affected, I found a large
deep ulcer on the glans, with hard and prominen;
borders, extremely fenfible to the leaft touch. It
bafis appeared reddifh and pretty clean; but the
difcharge feemed tobeof an acrid corrofive nature; b}
which, indeed, half the glans was already confumed
I told him that I had feen feveral ulcers of this kind§
before ; that it was not of a venereal nature ; an
that mercury, according to my obfervation, was, i
that kind of ulcers, the moft unfit remedy ; that B8
would undertake to cure him, but that the cure wou
require at leaft two or three months time.
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which he left me, promifing he would call the next
day and put himfelf under my care. He did-not;
and I heard no more of him till four months after,
when he fent for me. ‘At the time I faw him firft,
his complexion had been lively and frefh ; but was
now of fuch a fickly and cacheic appearance, that
I hardly knew him. His account was fhortly as fol-
lows : That, having been diffatisfied with my firft
opinion upon his cafe, and with the advice 1 gave
him, he, at the defire of a friend, had thought pro-
per to confult an eminent furgeon in town ; who, af-
ter a clofe examination, had pronounced his ulcer to
be venereal, and had affured him that nothing but
mercury could cure him ; adding, that he had not
taken enough of mercury, nor the preparation which
was deemed the beft in thofe cafes; and that, far
from two or three months being required for curing
him, his preferiptions would effet a radical cure in
three or four weeks time: That, upon thefe aflu-
rances, e had immediately {ubmitted to this new
muercurial courfe, which brought on a gentle faliva-
tion ; but with {o little effe@, that though the ulcer
feemed to grow remarkably better during the firft
three or four weeks, it afterwards, inftead of healing,
had corroded the reft of the glans with part of the
urethra, Whereupon another furgeon was called in
confultation, who advifed the amputation of the part
affected ; but the former refufing, and the latter not
] being willing, to perform it, he had refolved to drop
 their advice altogether, and to hear mine once more.
- On examination, I found the remaining portion of
| the penis {welled to a monftrous fize, the prepuce
- forming a perfeét phymofis over the extremity, and
the




‘cafe. I think it extremely improper to adminifter a.
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the urine difcharging through three or four different
holes. I advifed him therefore to have the prepuce
flit up, in order to fee the ftate of the ulceration, and
to clean the ulcer, or to apply fuch medicines as
ihould be thought proper. Internally I prefcribed
him fome ftrengthening medicines. He ufed thele
latter for eight or ten days ; but the operation he put
off from day to day ; when he was advifed by one of
his friends to confult another phyfician, who, by
means of a decoction of hemlock and ginfeng root,
promifed to do fomething more for him than hitherto.
had been done. This decoction he took for a fhort
time with very little eflect, the corrofion creeping
on further and further. At laft anofher phyfician,
an acquaintance of mine, was confulted ; who infift-
ed upon the fame ftrengthening courfe of medicines
which I had formerly prefcribed, recommending, at
the fame time, a nourifhing diet, the enjoyment of
country air, and bathing in the {fea; by which means
this young man is now re-eftablifhed with the lofs of §
more than half of his penis; which, had he followed
the advice I gave him when he firft confulted me,
would have been without doubt wholly preferved.

Tue following obfervations occur to me upon this

courfe of mercurials for g local venereal ulcer; which:
was the cafe with this gentleman when he firft ap-
plied to the furgeon at Dublin. A fecond courfe and
falivation with mercurial fumigations were ftill more
improper. Advifing him a third courfe of mercuri-
als, after the two former were found ufelefs, was not

only very injudicious, but extremely hurtful ; becaufe
it
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it rendered him for ever unable for propagation, to

the great forrow of his family. The prefcription of

ftrengthening medicines, given to him l?y _the %a{t
phyfician whom he confulted, with a nourifhing diet,
country air, and {ee-bathing, was the moft judicious,
‘and the only one to fave his life, which was at the
‘time in the moft imminent danger. And I'am firmly
perfuaded, that the patient, who was forced to fol-
low this latter advice only by the fenfe of his {uffer-
ings, would never have experienced any of all his
miferies, had he followed my advice in the begin-
ning.

I was confulted in another cafe, where ulcers of
the throat arifing during a mercurial courfe; being
taken for venereal ones, and treated accordingly, by
the continuedinternal ufe of mercury, became fo bad,
that both the tonfils, together with the velum pen-
dulum, were almoft entirely confumed, and the pa-
tient reduced to a moft miferable fituation; when,
only by leaving off the mercury, and by the admi-
| piftration of a quite different courfe of medicines,
he recovered. And Mr. Brambilla gives us an ac-
count of a patient, who, under a courfe of mercury,
being affected with ulcers of the fauces, which ha-
ving been miftaken by the furgeon for venereal ones,
- mot only loft his velum by the continued ufe of mer-
cury, but had a caries maxille brought on, which
- proved fatal to him. The fame author alfo obferves,

that inflammatory tumors, or ulcers growing gan-
- grenous, are conftantly rendered worfe by the inter-
- mal or external ufe of mercury, though they had evi-
| dently been originally venereal, I myfelf have feen

many

S
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many inftanqes, where_patienfs- affected with yenes =
real ulcers, united with a fcorbutic habit of body,
by the imprudent ufe of mercury, were not only re- ©
duced toa moft wretched condition, butevenbrought *
to death. Mr. Fabre, in the Supplement to his Ob- . |
{ervations on the Venereal Difeafe, relates likewife |
feveral cafes, where ulcers, though evidently arifing
from a venereal caufe, by a long-continued ufe of
internal and external mercurials, and repeated {ali-
vations, were not only not cured, but brought to
a ftate, which afterwards yielding to no other medi-
cinces whatever, proved fatal to the patient. Whence,
I think, it will appear to be of the utmoft confe-
quence in practice, that we fhould beftow the great.
eft attention in diftinguithing, |

1/}, Local venereal ulcers from univerfal ones ; vit.
from. thofe united with, or arifing from, a tainted
mafs. - -.

2dly, Simple univerfal vencreal ulcers fmm complica-

of fcorbutus, fcrophula, &ec.
3dly, Ulcers of the genitals, mouth, fauces, Se. re-
fembling venereal ones, but arifing originally from
other caufes: For example, brought on by the acri
mony of the faliva during the internal ufe of merc
rials or mercurial fumigations, from real ve_nereal ones.
And, principally, 1
4thly, Ulcers of the mﬂﬂrb, nofe, gfmmfr, groins, e,
which, though feemingly or evidently brought. on
originally by a venereal caufe, have now, as.t were,
changed their nature, at leaft fo far, that mercury 8
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1as no further any good effect upon them, but rather
the contrary.

Tue characters by which thofe different kinds of
aleers may be diftinguifhed are not eafily defcribed;
i ﬂarﬂful inquiry into the hiftory of the difeafe, n-
‘pection, ‘and practical knowledge, are to be our beft
ruides. An attention to the following points, how-
-ver, may affift us in forming a proper judgment.

VenereaL ulcers are, in general, pretty eafily dif-
inguithed by their hard margin or borders, by the
kirdaceous cruft which their bafis is covered with,

[h:: ulceration; which will be rendered more proba-
le, if the patient is confcious that he has previoufly
xpofed himfelf to the infetion. As there may, how-
ver, arife ulcers in the genitals, of a different, or
metimes perhaps of a nearly fimilar appearance,
om other caufes, as has been long ago taken notice
by feveral of the moft ancient medical writers, and

¢ thould be extremely cautious, and never form a
fh judgmentabout the nature of fuch ulcers, nor pro-
qnce them to be venereal, before we are perfectly
re of it. By following a contrary method, we may

l’;urb friendfhip, and fometimes matrimonial hap-
nefs, as I formerly mentioned with refpeét to Blen-
rrhagias; but do material harm to the patient, by
miniftering improper medicines. Ulcers which

¢ not of a venereal nature, may be diftinguithed
m venereal ones,
P  J/

ind by the preternatural rednefs of the fkin all round-

nfirmed in many inftances by my own obfervation,

t only hurt the reputation of an honeft perfon, and
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1/2, By their different appearance.
2dly, By their either arifing only, or growing
worfe, during the ufe of mercury.
) f{f', By their having been unfuccefsfully treated
with mercury before.
4thly, By their exquifite {fenfibility. §
5tbly, By the relaxed ftate of the whole 'f:od}r, o
by the flabby relaxed appearance, with an ichorowy
difcharge from the affected part.
6thly, By fymptoms of other diforders, either a
lone, or accompanied with venereal ones,

Method of Cure.

It has been the opinion of feveral eminent medi
cal writers, to treat all real venereal ulcers or fhan
kers in the fame manner, viz. by internal mercuri
als only ;.and never to make ufe of any external ap:
plication. Several fpecious reafons have been alledg
ed for fuch a treatment; which, however, feem
me nowife fatisfactory. It is faid, that thankers an
figns of the prefence of the venereal poifon in thy
body ; and if, therefore, they difappear by the fim:
ple internal ufe of mercury, we are {ure that the me
dicine has penetrated into the mafs, and that th
poifon 1s thereby totally eradicated. To this I anf
wer, That recent venereal ulcers, brought on by an
original infection, are by no means fuch {ymptoms
as has been aflerted. On the contrary, they are 1
that cafe only a local difeafe, which requires no 1
ternal, but merely local remedies ; and if no topici
application is made ufe of 1 time, they very often

{pread
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pread amazingly, the poifon is abforbed, and produ-

es either buboes or other venereal fymptoms in the

aafs. I undoubtedly allow, that if venereal ulcers

re of fome ftanding, the mafs will then be in confe-

wence infeted ; in which cafe, as well as when

hey arife from a fecondary or univerfal infection,

hey are certainly what has been afferted of them,

nnequivocal figns of the prefence of the poifon in the

1afs. Then, indeed, I perfetly coincide with the

pinion, that they may be treated only by the inter-

al ufe of mercury, without any .external applica-

jon ; becaufe, if they difappear by the internal ufe

f mercury alone, without having applied any exter-
al remedy, we are fure that we have eradicated the
|oifon from the mafs, and cut off the evil by the
pot.  But even in this cafe, 'if they affect the geni-
Is or the exrremities, the poifon is often apt to ex-
te a violent inflammation, phvmofis, mortification,
¢. or it 1s abforbed and carried to the dymphatic
ands, where 1t occafions buboes, before the mer-
ry has had time to produce its effecls, and to de-
roy the poifon on the part affected.

Trese are the reafons why I always choofe to ap-
y'ir;ﬂmediately to all venereal ulcers the moft ef-
@ual remedies for removing them; becaufe I think
ere is nobody acquainted with the nature of this
forder, who would not prefer being affected with
real pox to a mortification of the penis, or to a bu-
. As to what has been faid and obferved by fome,
at a bubo very often appears after fhankers have
en healed up by external applications, and that
nfequently thole very remedies which are recom-

B2 mended
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mended to avoid buboes, not unfrequently bring
them on, I readily admit the fact ; but I am very
far from believing the confequence drawn from i
viz, that external remedies applied to a venereal ul.
cer, ever promote the abforption of the virus. If
happens, in that cafe, what we fee happen every
day, without any external application whatever, or
what we muft daily be afraid of, as long as there i
the leaft appearance of a venereal ulcer. What they
afcribe in that cafe to the medicines externally ap
plied, I would rather aferibe to their application be-
ing too long delayed, or to their not hemg fufficients
ly efficacious, In all cafes, therefore, where I have
reafnn to apprehend any bad effeéts, I think it not
only proper, but ne-::*.“ﬁ’a,r;,r1E to apply to all venereal
ulcers, whether of a primary or fecondary infection
the moft efficacious local remedies, in order to re:

ence only, that I confider ulcers arifing from a re.
cent original infection as merely local, and think#
they may be fafely cured by topical applications a:
lone, without the internal ufe of mercury ; wherea
thofe arifing from a tainted mafs, require always, a
the fame. time, a courfe of mercury. This laft me
thod I likewifle think necefiary in venereal ulcers a
fome days ftanding, though arifing from an origing
infeétion ; there being always the greateft probabili
ty that fome of the poifon has been abforbed intf
the mals during that time. External applicationsh
alone will never have any permanent effe®t in thofg
cafes, becaufe, if we are even able to deftroy th
poifon in-the affected part, and to confolidate th
ulcer, it will foon break out again on the fame oF
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ome other part of the body as long as there remains
he leaft particle of it {fubfifting in the mafs.

Tue beft remedy, as well for preventing as for
~uring recent fhankers, I find, after repeated trials,
o be {pirit of wine, rum, and, fill better, Hungary
yater, or lavender {pirit*, £

THe other external remedies recommended for cu-
ing venereal ulcers, are, Cauflics, Mercurials, and
Uflringents.

- Tuz application of cauftics have been of late warm-

y recommended in recent venereal ulcers, fo as to

‘ouch them once every twelve or twenty-four hours
vith the lapis infernalis, till floughs falling off {uc-

ceflively, the bafis of the ulcer becomes red and

bure. This practice is undoubtedly fometimes pro-

er; but there are conftitutions which will not bear

ny acrid application whatfoever, efpecially that of
uftics. I have feen inftances where, in fuch irri-

able or in {corbutic conftitutions, very bad {ymp-

oms followed ; and,in one cafe, a mortification of
he part was the confequence of fuch an application.

thefe {ubjedts, the internal ufe of Peruvian bark,

ith external aftringents, or occafionally a mercurial

otion, will be more ferviceable.

Amone the mercurials, the red precipitate {prink-
ed upon them every morning and evening, anfwers

| * | Very
* The ufe of this efficacious remedy was firft communicated.

to me by Dr, Nooth, phyfician in London; the fame who is the

nventor of the ingenious apparatus now generally in ufe for im-
Pregnating water with aérial acid,
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very well, as long as the ulcer is covered with the -I
white lardaceous cruft. The mercurial ointment in

tom of the ulcer affumes a cleaner appearance, the
the fimple mercurial ointment, or calomel in pow=
der, or {ulpended in lime-water, or, according to
circumitances, the fublimate with limeawﬁtcr, ora
diluted folution of mercury in nitrous acid, are fer-
viceable. In cafes more obftinate, the fumigations
with cinnaber prove fometimes very efficacious.

- Ir the mercurial applications produce no effe@, or
are judged to be improper, the external ufe of aftrin
gents anfwers often extremely well; fuch as a de-
coction of the tormentilla root, or of the Peruvian
bark, or an infufion of the latter in lime-water.—
In other cafes, the aqua vitriolica camphorata, a fo-
Iution of blue vitriol, or the viride ris diffolved in
otl, will be more ufeful. The fame afiringents will
alfo fometimes an{wer our expeétations in ulcers of

ichorous difcharge,

Ammsr' ﬂbﬂinate venereal ulcers, opium has been
lately found very ufeful, given internally, beginning’
with one grain, and thus daily increafing with a
grain till the patient takes at laft fifteen grains. It
deferves to be remarked, that opium, in thofe large ™
dofes, never produces coftivenels, ‘This method was
firft difcovered and recommended by Dr. Noozh, at
the time firft phyfician and infpector of all the mili-
tary hofpitals of the army in America, and has fince’.
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Ir venereal ulcers refift the means juft now recom-
mended, the internal and external ufe of ftrengthen.
ing medicines, a full diet, the ufe of wine, Fnuntry
air, and fea-bathing, as mentioned above, will often
ﬁmve effectual when all other remedies have failed.
Of other medicines recommended for inveterate ve-
nereal ulcers, I fhall {peak hereafter, under the ar-
ticle of Penéreal Complaints incurable by Mercury.

I uave faid nothing about the venereal ulcers of
the nofe, eyes, face, &c. becaufe they require the
fame treatment as thofe of the genitals, and may be
eafily avoided, by taking care that the patient af-
fected with a_clap or fhanker on the genitals, after
haying touched the part affected, always carefully
cleanfes his fingers.

Ulcers of the uterus or vagina, accompanied with
an acrid ichorous difcharge, are not always, as is ge-
nerally imagined, cancerous, but not unfrequently
venereal ; and may then often be cured by proper
injections and a courfe of mercury. I have feen fe-
eral women, who thought themf{elves, from the pain
nd ichorous difcharge tinged with blood, affected
ith a cancer of the uterus (believing in that point
he judgment of their attendants), radically cured

bforbent medicines, and by injeétions made of a fo-
ution of fublimate or calomel in lime-water, alone,

o circumftances, with the infufion of Peruvian bark
n lime-water.
But

y the internal ufe of powerful, ftrengthening, and:

r mixed with the tincture of maftic ; or, according .
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But we fhall find ourfelves much miftaken if wé
expect any good effect in this cafe, as well as in the
_ fluor albus or menorrhagia, from injections, as they
are commonly ufed. If we wifh tofee any effect from
them, they muft be applied to the part affected ; and
therefore not thrown in the common manner into the
vagina, in expectation that they will, of themfelves,
by thefe means, reach the feat of the diforder, or the
cavity of the uterus. A proper {yringe of a particu-
lar form and fize, calculated to prevent the matter
injected from efcaping and rmnning out at the fides,
muft be introduced, and, in fome cafes, as high as
poflible into the vagina, or, if poflible, into the ori-
fice of the uterus itfelf ; the patient lying a little de-
clined, and her knees bent : and in this fituation the
injection is to be applied, either by herfelf or by an
affiftant, three or four times fucceflively, keeping
the {yringe always in for fome minutes, and repeat-
ing the fame operation fix or eight times a-day.
A fyringe made of a bottle of elaftic refin, with a
thicker and longer pipe than common, will anfwer
for the above purpofe extremely well, and will effec-
tually remove the prejudices hitherto fo juftly enter-
tained of the inefficacy of injections in females. |

For cancerous ulcers of the genitals as well as of
other parts of the body, the Materia Medica has, to
my knowledge, if we perhaps except cauftics, no-
thing to afford ; and all the medicines hiiherto recom-
‘mended for curing cancers, appear to be deceptions
of the inventors themfelves or of the public. Sur-‘
gery alone can radically cure cancers, if applied m}

time ; a.nd no honeft phyfician will ever recommend
-uncertain
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uncertain remedies, left, by temporizing, he fhould
for ever lofe the moment where he could have appli-
ed a certain one ; I mean the extirpation not too late’

deferred where it can take place.

On VENEREAL FI1sTULAS.

Ix treating of venereal ulcers, we muft fay a word
about venereal fiftulas, which are nothing but vene-
real ulcers penetrating deep into the cellular mem-
brane and adjacent parts, with a fmall callous orifice,
and callous infide. Their feat is moftly in the ure-
thra, groins, perineum, anus, &c. but fometimes
alfo in the lachrymal fac of the eye.

Ir there be an abfcefs formed in the perinaeum,
this, like other abfcefles in thofe parts, {hould be
very foon opened, in order to avoid fiftulas, &ec.
Pus is fvon formed in thofe parts; and the applica-
tion of an emollient poultice for a few hours, will
often readily foften the preceding hardnefs, and ren-
der it fit for opening.

Besipes the internal adminiftration of mercury,
the injections above recommended ought to be tried ;
if they do not fucceed, the chirurgical operation

ought to be performed. We fhould, however, never

attempt this latter before we have carefully eradica-
ted the venereal virus from the tainted mafs. From

the neglect of this point, we fee daily, that fuch pa-

tients undergo two or three times the operation, with-
out being the better for it : the fiftula remains as ob-
ftinate as it was before ; or, healing in one place, it

Q. foon
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CHAP. VIII

Of the Puxmosis.

Liss difeate, in which the prepuce is fo fwelled

and ftraitened that it cannot be drawn back over the

glans, has been called Phymofis, from the Greek
gwns, praciudo, cbturo'; and might perhaps 1n our
' language be more properly called a coarétation or
Sriéture of the prepuce.

To this diforder are efpecially {fubje thofe men
‘who, from nature, have the glans covered with a
more flrait prepuce, or have too fhort or too ftraita
freenum ; all thofe whofe religion orders circumecifion
are free from it.

The phymofis arifes, in our days, generally from
venereal ulcers in the infide of the prepuce, or from
the Blennorrhagia balani (a clap of the glans,) com-
monly called gonorrbea [puria, producing a violent
{welling and inflammation of the prepuce and dif-
charge from the glans.

It has been recommended, in a violent phymofis,
to flit up the prepuce ; which is certainly fometimes
neceflary : But where chirurgical operations can be
ayoided, we ought to avoid them. This operation
has been advifed principally either to prevent the

Q2 {preading




124 OF THE PHYMOSIS.

{preading of fhankers, which are frequently the caufe
of ‘the phymofis; or to avoid buboes; or, what is
ﬁill-mm:e_ material, to prevent a concretion of the
glans with the prepuce. Thofe who, in curing fhan-
kers, truft entirely to the internal ufe of mercurials, |

will hardly infift upon this cperation. As to the |

danger of their producing buboes by an abforption |
of the poifon, I allow the apprehenfion to be pErfEE’c--.i,
ly juft ; but I cannot admit that an incifion would |
prove a preventative. A frefh wound, by expofing
a new and larger {urface to the abforption of the vi-
rus, muft, in my opinion, rather increafe the dan-
ger. I think it, therefore, more proper to obviate
thofe bad confequences by proper injections, and by
introducing, if poflible, fome fine lint once or twice
a-day with a probe between the prepuce and glans.
However, if this fhould be impraéticable, or livid
{pots thould appear through the prepuce, immediate
recourfe to the operation onght to be had, left a.1

more dreadful evil, a mortification, fhould enfue.

J

VenerReaL ulcers, with a phymofis, corrode very
often the glans, the urethra, and corpus cavernofum
of the penis ; and thus produce now and then a vio-
lent hemcrrhagy, which requires proper injections,
or the application of the lapis infernalis. If the he-
morrhagy arifes from an erofion of the veflels, or
their want of power to contract themfelves, ftyptics
or oil of turpentine ; if, from too great an irritabili=
ty of the veflels, a folution of opium in water {hould
be injected. The formation of pus which i1s mnﬁn—f
ed, renders the incifion.neceflary,

IN_I- -
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In order to afcertain whether there is a venereal
ulcer between the prepuce and glans, I introduce a
probe, with fome lint affixed to it. "Then, turning
it round the whole glans, the patient generally feels
pain, if there be any ulcer, as foon as the probe with
the lint touches it ; and upon withdrawing it, a part
of it will be ftained with purulent or puriform mat-
ter ; whereas, if there is.but a fimple difcharge from
the glans without any ulceration, the whole of the
lint will be ftained with the fame equally. In either
cafe, if the inflammation and fwelling be violent,
leeches, or, according to circumftances, a poultice
made of bread and water, mixed with fome vinegar
of lead, ought to be applied to the part affected, and
three or four times a-day a diluted folution of mer-
cury in nitrous acid, or the fublimate or calomel fuf-
pended in lime-water ; or, according to circumftan-
ces, Plenck’s folution of mercury with gum-arabic,
between the prepuce and glans, fhould be injected
in fuch a manner, that the interftice between them
is filled and a little diftended with the injection. If

" there be any ulcer, fome lint dipped in the fame li-

quids may be applied to it, by means of a probe,
once or twice a-day. Mercurial fumigations are in
this cafe often ufeful. I think there is never any
danger of a concretion of the parts as long as the ul-
cers remain venereal ; and meanwhile their nature is
changed, the phymofis is alfo generally removed. A
courfe of mercury ought in fuch cafes never to be o-
mitted. But, as I have obferved before, the inci-
fion of the prepuce ought to be immediately perform-
ed, if the {ymptoms ‘of the inflammation be very
high ; if there appear any danger of mortification ;

ar

d
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CHAP IX

Of the PARAPHYMOQSIS,

{

PARAPH!EM{}SIS, a word derived from the Greek mags
de, and swi; preclufio, obturamentum, fignifying the
oppofite of phymofis, is a difeale where the prepuce,
being drawn behind the glans, is {o contracted there,
that it cannot be brought again forwards over the
glans; and would, for this reafon, in my opinion, be
more properly named a ffrangulation g the glans.

Mex who from nature have a ftrait prepuce are
moft {ubjeét to this diforder; which arifes when the
prepuce has been drawn back.at a time when the
fize of the glans, either from venereal ulcers, or in a
violent clap, 1s preternaturally enlarged.

I nave Iittle to add to what has been faid on this
fubject by Celfus, and fome modern writers.

Ir is a dangerous complaint, and requires the moft
fpeedy relief, I have feen an inftance where a gan-
grene of the glanswasthe confequence of fucha ftran-
gulation, before the furgeon could come to give af-
fiftance. We ought therefore, without delay, apply
‘thofe means which may bring the prepuce forwards
" s quick as poffible, |

THE
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Tur moft eftectual remedy is, to apply to the fwell-
ed glans the aqua plumbata (commonly called Gou-
lard’s water ), carefully avoiding to touch the pre-
puce with the fame; by which means the glans is fo
powerfully contracted, that the prepuce may be ge- |
nerally pretty eafily brought over it forwards, and
thus the complaint is effectually removed. Or if this
folution be not at hand, cold water may be fprinkled
repeatedly upon the part, in the mean time gently
prefling the fwelled glans with the fingers dipped
repeatedly in cold water, fo as to {queeze out, if
poflible, all the blood extravalated in its cavernous
fubftance. By thefe means, the turgefcency of the
corpus cavernofum glandis will be moft efficacioufly
 diminifhed ; and by f{kilful management, gently
prefling the glans backwards, whilft we endeavour
with the fingers of the other hand to bring the pre-
puce over it forwards, we fhall very often fucceed,
and relieve the patient from imminent danger. Ice,
or water rendered by art as cold as ice, may perhaps
be ufeful to the operator in accomplifhing this defi-
rable effect. But if the difeafe be accompained with
a clap, we ought to be cautious with regard to' the
application of cold, left we might bring on a worlfe
complaint, by retropulfion, than the difeafe for which
cold is applied. If we fhould not be able to reduce
it, and the fymptoms be violent, we fhould not de-
fer the operation, but make an incifion in the pre-
puce or freenum; an operation by no means danger-
otis, but abfolutely neceflary to prevent the moft dif~
asreeable of all confequences of vencreal complaints,
a mortification of the glans penis. If there are ve-

nereal ulcers in one fide, I prefer always to make the |
3 incifion
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Titslt'mg there the mouths of the lyrnl?hatlcs, without
being abforbed by them. Thefe veflels being irri-
tated, produce a [welling in the neareft lymphatic
gland they go to. In the one cafe, the caufe of the
bubo lies in the gland itfelf, in the other without it;
{o that we may properly diftinguifh them, by calling
the former anidiopathic, and the latter a fympathic
bubo.

Tais diftinétion, founded on falls, is neceflary to
regulate the method of cure. ~ But the diftinction of |
buboes into primary and fecondary, viz. fuch as arife
from an original infeéion, and thofe which are fup-
pofed to owe their origin to the pc:ifun depofited from
the mafs into the gland, feems to be of no practical -
ufe whatever.

Idiopathic venereal buboes, as we have obferved,
owe their origin to the venereal poifon abforbed and
lodged in the gland. This abforption frequently
takes place after the virus has by its acrimony pro-
duced fome {light excoriation. or ulceration in the
furface of the glans, prepuce, urethra, penis, fcro-
tum ; or extremities. Whether a bubo ever arifes,
as has been hitherto genesally afferted, from the ve-
nereal viras being depolited from the mafs into the
gland, as peflilential buboes feem to arife in the
plague, is not yet perfectly alcertained. . But that
buboes may fometimes, though feldom, arife from
an immediate abforption of the venereal virus, with-
out any previous excoriation or ulcer on the f{urface
of the genitals or necighbouring parts, feems to me
highly probable trom feveral authentic obfervations;
| R 2 | though
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though this opinion has been controverted by fome
modern writers.—About twelve years ago, three
{oldiers came into a military hofpital in one week, all
affeted with a bubo from the fame woman. ' They |
had been all in perfect health a few days beﬁ:-re, "
neither had any of them, on being carefully exami-
ned, any appearance of a clap, or the leaft excoria- |
tion in the genitals or thighs. Whether this imme- |
diate abforption is owing to a torpid and lefs irritable !
habit of body, or to the greate 3 ibtilty or lefs irri-
tating nature of the venereal virss in fome cafes, I
eannot pretend to afcertain. But to this immediate
abforption it is perhaps owing, that we are not al-
ways able to avoid a bubo, or perhaps even the lues
itfelf ; though by ufing preventatives, we may moft
effeCtually prevent claps and original fhankers,

Trat idiopathic buboes arife from an abforption
of the venereal poifon from ulcers of the genitals or
urethra, daily experience thows ; but that they like-
wife arife from venereal ulcers in any part of the up=
per or lower extremities, is not fo general. I fhall
therefore adduce a few examples by way of illuftra-
tion.

SomE years ago, I had the misforturie of being af-
fected with a fhanker. Being then on a journey, I
took fome mercurial pills ; by the ufe of which the
ulcer was cured in about ten days, I then difcon-
tinued the pills, and felt no complaint till fix munthj
 after, when I was one night awaked by a violent
itching at my right elbow. Next night the itching

returned; and the third morning, upon examining:
the
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the fpot, I found it covered with a thick yellow
fourf like a tetter. As I had no medicines with me,
I was obliged to defer applying fome miedicine;
when, two days after, I perceived a fwelling under
my arm-pit ; which, in three days mniore, increafed
to fuch a degree, that I was obliged to keep the arm
a confiderable way out from my fide. By the appli-
cation of the mercurial ointment to the tetter twice
every four-and-twenty hours, the tumour was in &
few days difcuffed, and the difeafe, by a courfe o‘f
mercury, perfeily cured fome weeks after.

A suorT time after, I was confulted by a gentle~
man who had undergone a mercurial courle about
fifteen months before, for a venereal complaint, of
which he imagined himfelf perfectly cured. Some
weeks before he applied to me, he began to feel a
'pain in the middle of the fterhum, which he took to
be rheumatic. On this fuppofition, he rubbed the
part affeCted with a piece of flannel, morning and
evening., Thus the pain in the fternum was remo-
ved ; but, the fecond morning after, the greet toe
of the left foot, and that next to it, were in like
manner affected. This pain being removed by fric-
tion with flannel as before, returned to the fternum
' from which being driven by a fimilar fri¢tion, it a-
gain returned to the foot. He now began to ima-
| gine, that his complaint was of a gouty nature ; but
~ having occafion to go abroad that day, he bathed
~ his foot in warm water, and pared a corn which he
 had upon one of the affeGed toes, in order to walk
the more eafily. In performing this operation, by
- eutting too deep he wounded himfelf, The next
| day,
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Blennorrhagias ; or, where one of the glands is 1d1o-
pathically affected, we fometimes {ee two or three.
contiguous thereto {welled by {ympathy. In this
cafe, however, only that which is really infected con-
tinues to increafe in bulk ; while the others remain
in the {fame ftate, and at laft difappear without any
further confequences.

- SumpatHIC buboes go off {pontaneoufly, as foon
as the irritating caufe in the neighbourhood isre-
moved ; and it is only this kind of buboes which
quacks, with their pretended noftirums, {feem to re-
move fometimes in a few days; while, on the other
hand, we frequently hear patients complaining of
intelligent phyficians, for not having been fufficient-
1y expeditious in curing their bubo, or not having
done it without {uppuration, though they had for-
merly been radically cured by a quack, by the {im-
ple application 'of a mercurial ointment or plafter to
the part affected. If fuch patients, however, were
| acquainted with the difference between the true na-
ture of their prefent and former complaint, they
would eafily fee, that, in the former cale, the cure
was not to be attributed to the ointment or plafter
applied, but merely to the nature of the difeafe;
whereas, in the prefent fituation, perbaps great {kill -
and attention is requifite, either to difcufs the bubo,
or to cure it, after the attempt of dicufling it has
proved ineffectual. |

Havine thus eftablifhed the effential diftin&ion

~ betwixt ldiopathic and Sympathic buboes, 1 {hould
pow proceed to fpeak of the method of treating them;

: but

L
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but, previous to this, it will be ufeful to take notice
of fome prejudices prevailing among a number of
patients, concerning the nature and cure of this
complaint. '

Maxy people, efpecially the inhabitants of the
more foutherly parts of Europe, think it dangerous -
to refolve or difcufs a venereal bubo. This prejudice
arifes from an opinion, that the virus is by this means
repelled and abforbed into the mafs, where it after-
wards occafions a general infection: whereas, if the
bubo were cured by fuppuration, they imagine that
no infection of the mafs was to be apprehended ; but
that, on the contrary, even in cafe any peifon fhould
have been ablorbed during the fuppuration of the
bubo, the virus lodged in the gland would thus not
only be carried off, but the whole mafs would there-
by be purified. Hence they imagine, that the ab-
{cefs formed by the fuppuration of a bubo, is a kind
of channel for cleanfing the body entirely from all |
the venereal poifon. As this opinion, however, is
not only altogether erroneous, but may prove hurt-
ful to the patient, at leaft by depriving him of an ad-
vantage which he might otherwife have enjoyed, I
fhall make two obfervations on this fubje&. Firff,
That, by the modern improved pradtice of applying
mercurial friGtions, the difcuffion of a bubo cannot
poilibly occafion any fuch thing as a repulfion of the
venereal virus into the mafs; that, on the contrary,
the virus lodged in the gland itfelf is thereby effec-
tually deftroyed. And, fecondly, That though the
virus {hould have been actually repelled from the |
gland 1nto the mafs, fuch a repulfion would ftill be ;¢

preferable
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preferable to the method of curing the bubo by fup-
puration.

Bur in order te fet this matter in the cleareft light,
I muft have recourfe to the anatomical difcoveries
which have been made about the lymphatic {yftem ;
‘and I fhall then confider what will be the confe-
‘quence of mercurial frictions applied in the manner
to be mentioned hereafter.

WE know, from the obférvations of Profeffor Mon-
ro, and thofe of the late Dr. W. Hunter, and par-
ticularly from Mr. Hewfon’s plates®, that the lym-
phatic or ablorbent veflels begin every where on the
{urface of the body, with the {malleft ramifications ;
that, in going upwards from the lower extremities,
they unite into larger branches, which terminate in
the inguinal glands, pouring into them the liquid
which they have abforbéd at their extremities. 'This
liquid, which in a natural {tate is nothing but mild
lymph more or lefs diluted with water, which has
been abiorbed by their extremities, after being pour-
ed into the inguinal glands, is again: abforbed by
ther lymphatic veflels, which carry the fame to the
bdomen, and thence through the thoracic duét in-
o the mafs. Let us now {fuppole that fome of the
venereal poifon has been abforbed by the lymphatic
eflels of the genital parts, or the lower extremities,

S and

* This, as well as the anatomy of the whole lymphatic fyftem,
nd the dileales depending thereon, are now more fully illuftra-
ed by the accurate and beautiful plates of Mr. Gruksnank, Mas-
Acyt, and Haase,
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and that confequently it has been carried along with
. the lymph into ene or more of the inguinal glands,
The poifon thus brought into the gland will eitheg
be abforbed again by the oppofite abforbent veflels,
in which cafe it 1s carried into the mafs; or, wha
more frequently happens, it will, by its acrimony
_excite an irritation in the gland, and thereby nog
only prevent its own abforption, but preduce an in:
flammation and {welling of the gland. In thofe cir
cumftances, the moft eligible thing, both for the pas
tient and phyfician, would be, if poffible, to deftroy
and eradicate the poifen lodged in the gland. For
_ this purpofe, we know mercury is a {pecific; but
the queftion 1s, how to bring it into the gland affect-
ed? Formerly practitioners, from a defeé of anato:
mical knowledge, imagined they could introduce
the mercury into the gland, by rubbing the mercu.
rial ointment upon the gland itfelf. But fo far wa
this from having the intended effe, that buboc
treated in fuch a manner generally grew more infla
med, fuppurated, and even fometimes mortified. By
fuch an application, no mercury is introduced inte
the affected gland ; or, if it happens now and then
it is merely by chance ; for we know, that the lym
phatics arifing from the fkin immediately over the
gland, do not take their eourfe into the fubftance o
the gland, but proceed obliquely upwards to the ab:
domen. Hence the bad or good effects produced i
that cafe are not to be aferibed to the mercury, bu@
rather to the mechanical irritation occafioned by tl

friction, and would probably have taken place, if
any other ointment had been employed. But if, 1=
ftead of rubbing the mercurial ointment upon the

2
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gland itfelf, the {ame be rubbed into the thigh or leg
of the fide affected, we are to expect, according to the
difcoveries of the courfe of the lymphatic veflels, that
the mercury will be abforbed by their extremities,
and from thence be conveyed to the affected gland;
where, meeting with the venereal poifon, it will moft
effe@tually exert its {pecific power againft it. That
this really happens, appears from the fuccefsful prac-
tice of this method. = For if the mercurial frictions
have been applied upon the proper place, and in time,
before theinflammation has gone to teo greata length,
we find, that, in a great number of buboes, the poi-
fon is thereby deftroyed, or at leaft fo changed in its
nature, that it now is rendered incapable of irritating
the gland any further. Nor do we obferve, that the
virus thus changed, and then abforbed along with
the mercury, ever afterwards produces any venereal
fymptoms in the mafs.

- Bur let us even fuppofe that the mercury has not
deftroyed the poifon lodged in the gland, but has
driven it into the blood, as thofe patients commonly
believe. What will be the confequence? The fame,
updﬂubtedly, as when a victorious hero diflodges and
chafes a flying enemy before him. The very fame
remedy which drove the poifon from the gland into

he mafs, will purfue it there alfo; and either expel
it altogether, or render it, one way or other, harm-
efs and inoffenfive to the bedy.

To elucidate this matter ftill further, I thall an-
fwer a queftion which I have heard frequently pro-
pofed, viz. Wh}r does the method of rubbing mer-

S 2 cury
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cury into the extremity not always fucceed in difs
cufling the bubo? For the folution of this queftion,
‘we muft have again recourfe to anatomy. Diflections
and injections fhow, that there are two feries of lym:
phatic glands in the groin, called the upper and low
er inguinal glands. In moft people there is @ com
municatiori between thefe two orders of glands: in
this cafe, the lympatic veflels of the inferior glands
communicate with the {uperior ones; whence again
others arife, which take their courfe through the ab
domen into the thoracic duét. But in other perfons
there is no fuch communication; the lympatic vef-
fels of the inferior inguinal glands proceed direclly
to the abdomen, without inofculating with the fupe-
rior ones. Now, the venereal virus being abforbed
by the lymphatics of the genitals, is generally carried
to the {uperior inguinal glands, where it produces the
bubo. Wherever therefore the inferior inguinal
glands have the above-mentioned communication
with the fuperior ones, the mercury rubbed into the
infide of the thigh or leg will be ablorbed, carried te
the inferior, and from thence to the fuperior inguinal
glands, where it will produce the defired effect. Buf,
on the other hand, where no communication of t s
kind takes place, the mercury is caried from the ex.
fremity to the inferior inguinal glands, and from
thence to the abdomen, without ever reaching the
affected gland; on which, of confequence, it can proa
duce noefleét.—The fame will likewife happen where
the inflammation of the bubo is gone too far, or where
a fcirthofity is formed in the gland. Mercury, i

(]

thefe cafes, can have little or no accefs to the glandg
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er though it could, would be little able to change the
nature which the difeafe has now aflumed.

Bur let us even go further, and fuppofe, that the
method of treatment juft recommended has not been
followed; but that, inftead of it, the irritating mat-
ter has been blunted, and the abforption of the poi-
fon from the gland has been effected by other feda-
tive or difcutient applications. What will be the
confequence? I anfwer, inftead of a bubo, the patient
will probably be affected with a difeafe of the whole
fyftem? which, if recent, may be eafily and radically
cured in a few weeks time, without any bad confe-
quence remaining ; whereas the complaint with which
he was affected before, is fometimes not only very
dangerous, and at other times extremely obitinate,
but always of a very tedious nature. Befides, even
when the fuppuration is of the beft kind, which, how-
ever, is far from being always the cafe, the poifon,
before or after the ablicefs is formed, inftead of being
entirely evacuated, is, if not conftantly, at leaft very
frequently, abforbed into the {yftem. Thus the dif-
order which the patient fo much dreaded is really
- produced; for the cure of which he will at laft' be
obliged to have recourfe to mercury, thf: remedy he
was formerly fo much affraid of.

LeT us now proceed to the method of cure,

 Method of Cure,

Frowm the obfervations laid down, it appears, that
every unprejudiced practitioner, in any cale of an
idiopathic
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idiopathic bubo, fhould always attempt to difcufs it
as foon as poffible, by any method whatever, provi-
ded the inflammation has not rifen to too great an
height, or figns ﬂf {uppuration have already made
their appearance, -

THE moﬂ effectual method of difcufling tumors of
this kind, is, as I have already mentioned, by mer-
curial friGtions applied to the infide of the thigh or’
leg of the affected fide, if the bubo happens to be in-
guinal ; or to the arm, if the bubo be under the arm-
pit. Occafionally alfo, in the former cafe; frictions
may be ufed to the perineeam or ferotum. But as
the fuccefs of thefe frictions is limited to a few days,
they ought to be made not only with due care and
attention, but, if circumitances permit, be repeated
twice a-day. Veneleciion or purges, together with
cold topical applications, will, occafionally, greatly
contribute to the intended effect.

MR, Birch found, in repeated inftances, that gen-
tle ele@rical fhocks, paffed through the thigh and
gland affected, greatly aflift the mercury in difcuf
fing the bubo ; and, in fome cafes, pmduce that ef-
fect, without any mﬂr::urml friction, even 1n hu'l:nnes

much advanced.

To the gland itfelf I never apply any thing but a
mercurial plafter ; and from this I expect nothing to-
wards the accomplifhment of the cure, but make ul
of it only to keep the patient’s mind ealy. In obfti-
nate cafes alfo, I would advife the application of dry

pupi:ing giaﬂ”es to the fwelleci ‘gland, which has been
attended
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attended with fuccels in the Edinburgh Infirmary.
Repeated vomits, with applications of cold water to
the part affected; have been likewife recommended
‘as ufeful for the difcuflion of a bubo; but I have
never had occafion to try either of thefe remedies.
The volatile liniment, rubbed into, and round about
the bubo, for eight or ten minutes, once or twice a-
day, has been found very effeual to this purpofe,
in feveral inflandes, by Dr. Nooth.

Durine the whole time that we attempt the refo-
lution of a bubo, the patient ought to abftain from
exercife, and confine himfelf to a4 very low diet; as
a contrary regimen might greatly tend to increafe
the inflammation. With regard to mercurial fric-
tions on the gland itfelf, I have already given my
reafons for dilapproving of them.  Indeed, moft of
the 1diopathic buboes which I have feen treated, ei-
ther in' this way, or by other irritating remedies;
have inflammed and fuppurated, though the appli-
cation was made with a view to prevent this difa-
greeable circumftance ; and there are now but very
few praciitioners, let their knowledge of the recent
difcoveries concerning the lymphatic {yftem be ever
fo confined, who would truft to this application fnr
producing a dilcuflion.

WhaEN I fay that a local irritation of the gland
will rather be followed by an inflammation and fuppu-
ration than a refolution, I purpofely mention the idio-
pathic venereal bubo; for fympathic buboes do cer-
tainly, asI have obferved, frequently difappear after
the ufe of mercurial fritions applied upon the gland

tfelf
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itfelf. We ought not, however, even in this cafe,
to afcribe the refolution to the mercurial frictions,
poultices, &c. which have been applied, but to the
fimple operation of nature; becaufe fympathic bu-
boes will always go off by thémfelves without any
application whatever. For their removal, as I have
already obferved, nothing more is requifite than to
abate or remove the ftimulus from the mouths of the
lymphatics or neighbouring glands. This factis fuf-
ficient, I think, to convince us of the importance of
diftinguifhing in practice the idiopathic buboes, or
fuch as owe their origin to the venereal virus ab-
forbed from fhankers of the genitals or extremities,
from {ympathic ones, arifing from the mere irrita-
tion of the lymphatic veffels, and generally accom-
panying fimple claps, {welled teflicles, &c. without
the appearance of any venereal ulcer. -

Trus far with regard to the treatment of venereal
buboes by refolution. I now come to {peak of thofe
that are either too far gone to admit of a refolution, '
or that refift it on fome other account.

Tuat a bubo will not admit of a refolution, we
know by the tumour continuing to increafe in fize,
and becoming red and painful after the proper ap-
plication of the mercurial frictions or other refolvents -
have been made ufe of for four or five days. As
foon as we fee thefe our attempts to procure a refolu-
tion fruftrated, we muft endeavour to bring on a
mild and {peedy fuppuration. Here, however, we
{hall often meet with great difficuity, buboes being

fo effentially different from one another, that the
treatment
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treatment which will bring the one kind to a mild
fuppuration, if applied to the other, will not only oc-
cafion very dangerous confequences, but even prove
fatal to the patient.

. Tuey may, as far as I can judge, be brought moft
properly under the following three different heads.

In the jfir/, all the fymptoms of a real inflamma-
“tion run very high, fometimes even to mortification;
in-the fecond, the fame fymptoms feem to arife from
too great an irritability of the body; whereas, in the.
third, the moft irritating medicines are hardly able
to raife the inflammation to fuch a pitch as is necef=
fary for bringing on a fuppuration. In the fir/ or
true inflammatory bubo, our intention muft be to
moderate the inflammatory {ymptoms; in the fecond,
to allay the irritability ; and in the third, to ftimu-
late and excite.

In the fi/f kind, therefore, when the patient is
otherwife of a healthy, ftrong, and vigorous confti-
tution, the inflammation high, the pain fevere, and
accompanied with an inflammatory fever; bleeding,
fometimesevenrepeated as circumftances require, will
be neceflary. Leeches, however, or in want of
them, fcarification of the part affected, are often
preferable to general bleedings. In other refpedts,
teft, a low diet, cooling drink, antiphlogiftic purge,
the warm bath, and an emollient poultice applied
conftantly warm to the gland, and changed when it
grows cool, are the means to be infifted upon in this
fpecies of bubo, |

| e O Iy
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Ix the fecond kind. the {ymptoms of inflammation
{eem to run likewife very high, but. merely from too
great an irritability of the fyflem. This we may|
eafily diftinguifh from the former, by the weakeffﬁ
fmoother, and more frequent pulfe; as alfo by the
conflitution of the patient, In fuch circumftances,
general evacuations, inflead of being of fervice, 1 con-
ftantly obferved to be prejudicial. On the contrary,
a fuller diet; opium every night or every other night,
- and the Peruvian bark through the day, ought to be
given ; and to the external emollient are here pro-
perly joined fome fedative applications. It was, pro=
bably, in a cale of this kind, that Mr. Brambilla faw
a bubo prove gangrenous and fatal, after a courfe of

was adminiftered to the patient. I muft, upon this
occalion, make the general remark, that mercury
fhould pever be adminiftered either internally or ex-
ternally, during the inflammatory flate of a bubo, or:
any other venereal complaint, unlefs we have fome
very urgent reafon. During that ftate, I have ne-
ver feen any good, but frequently very bad effects
refulting from its ufe, and more efpecially when rub-

bed into the part affected.

THE third kind of bubees, eflentially different from
the two former, we frequently meet in patients of 8
relaxed, debilitated, cachedlic, or fcorbutic habit of
body. When this is the cafe, the tumour of the
gland, though red and inflamed, rifes very little and/
very flowly ; the patient feels but little pain; no fe--
ver attends; or, if any, it is rather of the low kind}

and the pulfe is weak, accompanied with a deprefliony
| ol
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of fpirits.—In fuch cafes,  we muft endeavour either
to difcufs the {welling, or to bring the bubo to {up-
puration. The former we obtain by repeated pur-
gings or emetics ; and 1 tely, a poultice made of the
root of the dtropa Mandragora has been recommend-
ed for that purpofe, and by others a poultice made
of the root of Daphne Mezereum. They both de-
ferve to be tried in obftinate hard fwellings of this
kind ; but their acrid nature fhould keep us carefully
upon our guard. For the latter, the adminiftration
of mercury, internally as well as upon the part af-
fected, will fometimes be ufeful and even neceflary;
but evacuations of any kind are always hurtful: a
full diet with wine, an infufion of Peruvian bark in
'wine, or fome other ftrengthening and arematic me-
dicines, together with local applications more or lefs
ftimulant, fuch as the common plafter with gums, a

poultice made of onions roafted or boiled in oil will
be moft proper. '

Ir fymptoms of the fea-fcurvey prevail, mercury
ought never to be made ufe of; but the patient
fhould, befides the ufe of wine and Peruvian bark,
&c. eat oranges and other ripe fruit, or make ufe of
the juice of antifcorbutic herbs, or a decoétion of malt,
z,nd take moderate exercife in free open air every
day. : - ' -

Wien by any of the above-mentioned means, the
bubo is at laft brought to fuppuration, and an ablcefs
is formed, moft writers advife the artificial opening
of the abfcefs with the lancet or cauftic ; but this I
think fhould almoft always be rather left to nature.

L g I
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I haye found, that nature, left to herfelf; fcarce eve
fails to make an opening in due time; whereas artie
ficial openings are often made before the abfcefs is
fully formed and ripe. I have befides obierved ano-
ther advantage from this practice, viz. that the abe
fcefs opened by nature generally heals much eafiers
~ whereas that opened by an incifion, or the appli::_
tion of a cauftic, we fee not unfrequently followed
by difagreeable confequences. The cure is thereby
often rendered extremely tedious and troublefome,
and always a vifible cicatrix left behind ; which lafts
we ought to make an eflential point carefully to a-
void, efpecially in women, for reafons fufficiently ob-
vious. If the operation be left to nature, the ab=
fcels will generally not burft till there is a complete
fuppuration of the gland; and the cicatrix in a fhort
time after, for the moft part, entirely difappears, of
- remains fcarcely vifible. 5 shing

TreRE are, however, fome cafes in which it may be
proper to affift nature, and either make a dilatation
of the opening, or make an artificial opening altoge-
ther. If buboes, notwithftanding the means above-
mentioned, remain inflamed and hard, without ei-
ther coming to refolution or fuppuration, a {mall bit
of the lunar cauftic, about the fize of a pea, may be
advantageoufly applied to the middle of the bubo,
for about two, or at moft three hours, the efchar |
afterwards to be anointed with a little of the ftrong
blue cintment, and the whole covered with a warm
emollient poultice. This method, firft propofed by~
Mr. Plenck,I have fince feveral times followed wi
fuccels. B
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Here I muft add, that, in feveral inftances, I have
obferved the common method of applying a large
cauftic on the bubo for ten or twelve hours, in order
to bring it to {uppuration, -attended with very bad
confequences.  The event, in two.cafes, was a mor-
tification, and in others a large ichorous ulcer, which
in one inftance {eemed to aflume a cancerous appear-
ance, and at laft proved fatal to the patient. This
I have never {een happen from the application of a
{mall piece of the cauftic as above mentioned.

WeEen the abfcels has been opened either by na-
" ture or art, 1t 1s called an exulcerated Bubo ; in which °
the fame diftinctions ought to be carefully obferved
as laid down above, when I {poke of inflamed bu-
boes,

Many writers advife in this cafe, to adminiiter
mercury internally and externally, and thus treat
the ulcer as a venereal one. This practice-may be
undoubtedly very good in fome cafes; but, in others,
a mercurial courfe will prove hurtful, and often give
rife to very dangerous confequences,

No general method, I think, can be laid down for
the treatment of an exulcerated bubo; but the prac-
titioner ought to be entirely directed by the nature
of the difeafe, and the conftitution of the patient, as

mentioned above. If the patient be vigorous, with-
~ out fever, the pus mild, and of a good coafiftence, no
~ external application to the fore feems neceffary; and
it any thing is to be applied, a continuation of the
fame poultice which was applied before the abfcefs
burft,
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d

burft, will certainly forward the cure more than any
thing elfe. If the abfcefs affumes the nature of a g
venereal ulcer, a courfe of mercury may be proper;
but with regard to topical applications of mercury,
in thofe cafes, we fhould be highly cautious, left we
bring on a complaint, of which I have feen feveral
‘melancholy inftances. f

Bur if, under the admiaiftration of our medicines,
whatever they be, the abfcefs, inftead of healing,
either remains in the fame ftate, or affumes a relaxed
and flabby appearance, and the difcharge grows co-
plous, thin, and ichorous, and, at the fame time,
the health of the patient, inftead of growing better,
gradually grows worfe and worfe ; a different treat-
ment will be neceflary. If mercury had been ad-
miniftered, and has produced fome fenfible effects in
the mafs, we fhould not obftinately infift to afcribe
the prefent fymptoms to the inefficacy of the mercu-
rial preparation we have made ufe of, and confe-
quently have recourfe to another : we rather ought
to take the hint given by nature, and not perfiit any
longer in the ufe of a remedy from which no good
effec had followed.—Mercury is a poifon for thofe
patients ; and fo is likewife the hofpital air. A de-
coction of the Peruvian bark in milk, a decoction of
farfaparilla with antimony, the powder of farfaparil- ¥
la with milk, (if the patient bears milk,) a full diet, |
wine, an infufion of the bark in wine, with the free
ufe of counlry air, and gentle exercife, arc the me- ¢
dicines required. To the ulcer, an injection” with
th aqua vitriclica camphorata, or, according to cir-
cumita_.ce., a fomentation with the Peruvian bark:

o repeated

3
L
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repeated twice or three times a-day, is the neceffary
application ; and the fore fhould be covered with
fine lint or a piece of foft fponge, that the mattet
may freely difcharge. The dreflings may be kept
on by a piece of adhefive plafter {pread on linen. To
prevent excoriations on the thigh from the acrid dif-
charge of fuch ulcers, the application of a little white
cerate to the furrounding parts will be neceflary *.

Tue following cafe may ferve as an illuftration of
what I have juft now aflerted. An ulcerated bubo
was, according to the common courfe of pratice,
treated as a venereal ulcer, by the internal and ex-
ternal ufe of mercury. The patient, by this method,
after eight weeks time, was {o much reduced, and
the ulcer had affumed fo bad an appearance, that it
was thought proper to have the advice of another
phyfician. Being confulted, I found, upon exami-
nation, the flabby relaxed azonic appearance of the
ulcer which I mentioned above. I told the phyfi-
cian and {urgeon, who hitherto had treated the pa-

. tient, that I thought the continuation of mercury
improper ; and that the internal and external ufe of
ftrengthening medicines, and a full diet with wine,
were now the omly proper remedies. They both
thought my advice unfeafonable ; and that it was
~ more proper to continue the ufe of mercury, only
with a different preparation. However, after a good

deal

* Mr. Foor has ingenioufly applied to this kind of exulcerated
' bubﬂ, commonly called pbagednic bubo, the fame method, which
:ﬁ'ﬂt’tuilljr an{wers in ulcers of the legs of the fame kind, with
. the fame fuccefs, viz, a vitriolic folution with the ftrait bandage.




152 ON VENEREAL BUBOES.

deal of converfation, I prevailed on them to try only
for eight or ten days what I had propofed ; and the
patient finding himfelf the better for the courfe he
began, continued the fame for about fix weeks, when
he was perfeétly recovered.

A smviLar cafe occurred fome time ago to a friend
of mine in London, who gave the fame advice to a
patient that had been treated for a long time with
mercurials, and the patient found the fame benefit
. from the change. A remarkable circumftance which
happened with this latter patient, I muft take notice
of. Under the courfe of mercurials he fuffered vio-
lent {weats every night ; for which he put on every
morning a clean fhirt made of new linen ; all thefe

thirts, about a dozen in number, after having been |

once or twice wafhed with other linen in the com-
mon manner, grew f{o tender, that they feemed to
be perfectly rotten.

Ir, after a {uppuration has taken place, and the
abfcefs been opened, part of the gland fhould ftill
remain {welled and hard, repeated purges, with the
continued ufe of the medicines, recommended above
for indurated buboes, will effectually remove this
diforder.

THE finufes or fiflulas, which are {ometimes apt to
arife after fuch ulcers, are for the moft part eafily

prevented, as well by proper injections as by a fuit-
able pofture of the patient when in bed, and by a
gentle, but careful, preffure, {queezing out the mat-

ter all round, every morning and eyening.—If fiftu-
las

¥ - ’
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las or finufes have been formed from an ulcerated
bubo, and refufe to yield to the injections mention-
ed, the knife muft be employed. Thefe complaints,
however, {eldom or never occur, if the furgeon, in
order to give a free difcharge to the matter, be at-
tentive to the pofture of the patient, dilate the open-
ing in time, if neceffary, and the patient comply ex-
aéily with his direélions.

Bunors grow now and then gangrenous, from a
high degree of inflammation ; but more frequently
after they have been improperly opened, efpecially
in irritable "habits, or in fcorbutic 'patients. The
foul air of hofpitals proves often fatal to fuch pa-
tients, and retards likewile very much the cure of
all exulcerated buboes. Mercury increafes the morti-
fication. The Peruvian bark, or in fome circum-
ftances, large dofes of opium internally ; and the fame
bark, or the arnica root in powder, or camphor dil-
folved in vinegar, are the moft effectual remedies ex-
- ternally.

Hemrock, both internally and externally applied,
has been ftrongly recommended for cancerous, as
well as feirrhous buboes : but I never faw it effect a
radical cure where there was a real cancer; though
there 1s nothing to hinder its being tried: but in fuch
cafes, the only method that I know for avoiding
death, or at leaft a moft miferable life, is the total
excifion of the cancerous gland, if pradicable: and
this, if we wifh to fave our patient, fhould not be too
long deferred.

U HaviNe
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CHAR G XL,

©On the SypriLis or VENEREAL DISEASE in particular.

Hivive premifed fome neceflary obfervations con-
cerning the venereal infection, the nature of thevi-
rus, and the different appearanees of {yphilitic com-
plaints in general, in the beginning of this treatife,
I now enter, in particular, into the confideration of
the nature, fymptoms, and cure of the {yphilis or
venereal difeafe, commonly called a confirmed lues or

Dox.

-

Tur effes ot {ymptoms which the venereal virus
is apt to produce when abforbed into the mafs, are,
- now a-days, fhortly as follow.

: 1. In the eyes: The moft violent inflammation,
- with a difcharge of puriform matter (from a retro-
pulfed clap), ending generally in perfect blindnefs ;
or an ophthalmy of a more chronic kind (from the
venereal virus depofited from the mafs), affecting
the eye itfelf, or the eye-lids; and fometimes alfo
- producing the fiftula lachrymalis,

2. In the ears: Tingling in the ears; deafnefs,
with or without a purifor 1 difcharge, éither from a
retropulfed clap, or from the venereal virus affe&ting
the ear, or the orifice of the Euftachian tube in the
fauces.

U2 3. In
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3. In the nofe : Ulcers in the noftrils; an ulceras
tion of the mucous membrane of the nofe, with a
caries of the bones, efpecially of the feptum; whence |
the disfiguration of the nofe, which we fee now and
then in people walking in the ftreets; or adifcharge
of fetid ichor, known by the name of oxena [jphili-
tica. §

4. Inthe mouth and throat ¢ Ulcers, caries of the
offa palatina or antrum maxillare, erofion of the ve-
Jlum, &c. fore throat, ecoryza, paraphonia. '

" 5. dn or about the genital parts, it produces, or
proves a perpetual fomes of excoriations, ulcers, fifx
tulas, gleets, warts, condylomata. Whether claps,
fwelled tefticles, or buboes, ever arife from the poifon |
being depofited to thofe parts from the mafs, is with
me, for want of authenticated faéts, ftill a matter of
doubt. | '

~* 6. In the fkin': Copper-coloured fpots, fcurf, tet-
ters, fcabs, efpecially on the margin of the fcalp, or
in the beard ; a {cald head, or tinea ; and when the
difeafe is very inveterate, and fomewhat degenera-
ted, it fometimes, though feldom, produces a kind
of leprofy over the whole furface of the body; a cor-
ruption of the nails, and ulcers of the moft obftinate :-
kind in different parts of the body. '

4. In the bones ! Either the moft excruciating pains
and fwellings, commonly called tophi exoftofes, &ec.
efpecially troublefome at night when the patient
grows warm.in bed ; ‘an ulceration in their external, =
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or a corruption of their internal {ubftance, difeales
known by the name of caries and fpina ventofa. The
bones moft liable to be affeCted by this difeafe, are
thofe which are not covered with mufcles, as the ti- -
bia, the radius, the elbow, the proceflus coracoideus,
fternum, the os frontis, and other bones of the head,
&e.

8. SomeTiMEs the vencreal poifon will produce ef-
feéts, the nature of which is fo concealed, that they
feem rather arifing from fome other caufe. Such are
~ pains in feveral parts of the body, refembling thofe
of the rheumatic kind ; pains in the articulations, re-
fembling the gout ; afthma; nervous or hedtic fe-
vers ; confumptions of the lungs, or fimple emacia=
tion without any apparent vice in any vifcus of the
body. Thefe fymptoms have, among phyficians, ob-
tained the name of mordi venerei larvari. 1t 'is, how-
ever, to be obferved, that many of thefe {ymptoms
are not unfrequently owing to the improper admini-
Alration, and confequent bad effe@s, of mercury.

9. SoMETIMES the lues is really combined with
other diforders ; fuch as the fea-fcurvy, intermittent
fevers, confumptions, &c. Thefe are called mordi
venerei complicati, and deferve the utmoft attention
of the pradtitioner; becaufe the fuccefs of the cure
will often, in a great meafure, depend on the accu-
rate knowledge and diftinction of thefe complaints.

THe fpecific remedy notw generall}r apphed for all
 kinds of venereal diforders, is mercury in its differ-
~ ent preparations, Though there are perhaps reme-
dies
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dies of the vegetable kingdom as powerful as mer.
cury, to cure the venereal difeafe in all its ftages, |
yet, being either unknown, or difficult to be got,
they are now generally neglected. Mercury is made
ufe of, not only on account of its {pecific power a-
gainft this diforder, but becaufe it is a remedy which
is cheap, eafily to be got, and quick and certain in
its effects ; in the fame manner, though we are able ¥
~ to cure agues by other remedies, we employ now-a-
days feldom any thing elfe but the Peruvian bark.

 SeveraL hypothefes have been advanced to ex-
plain the manner in which mercuty produces thofe
powerful effects. None of them feems to be founded
on real fads ; all of them are therefore little fatisfac- |
tory. Some fay, mereury acts by its metallic weight ;
others, by its aftringent quality ; and others, again,
- by its power of promoting all kinds of excretions,
&c. If thofe writers had only confidered, that {ome-
times two or three grains of mercury brought inte |
the mafs, make the moft violent venereal {ymptoms |
difappear, I think they would have hever had re-
courfe to fuch explications. Perhaps, if there was
an opinion to be advanced about this: matter, che-
miftry could afford us a more reafonable and fatis-
factory theory; by fuppofing, that mercury has a
peculiar attradtive power, or what is commonly call-
ed a chemical qffinity, to the veneregl poifon; by
means of which, wherever it meets with that poton;
it readily unites, and forms akind of eompound with &
it, which then Has no-longer ‘any-ofithe qualities
which either of the fubftances had He@;&:the union ;.
and therefore the eflect produced by.th ‘i-pnifqn.t_nu’fl:;
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in the moment that union takes place, unavoidably
ceafe, and the patient find himfelf either relieved,-
or, if the poifon has been faturated with a {ufficient
quantity of mercury, radically cured. By this the-
ary we would perhaps be more able, not only to ac-
count for a few grains of mercury relieving fome-
times the moft excruciating venereal painsof the bones,
but alfo-why mercury taken internally removes ve-
nereal ulcers, without any external application, &c.
It would further {feem probable from thefe effeéts,
that mercury has a greater chemical attraction to the
venereal poifon than it has to any acid; and that,
given in any of its f{aline preparations, wherever it
meets with that poifon, it leaves immediately the a-
cid with which it was combined, and unites with the
poifon*. I could fupport this opinion, perhaps, if
I added, that mercury cures the venereal difeafe the
eafier and fooner the more minutely it is divideds
that, in order to produce the defired effed, it is al-
ways neceflary that it be abforbed into the mafs; but
that it never cures the venereal complaints though
abforbed into the mafs, if not carried in fufficient
quantity to the place or part affeted. In this man-
ner we could perhaps eafier explain why it often
cures the venereal diforder without any- fenfible
increafe of any of the different fecretions or ex-
cretions of the body; and why, if it produces pur-
$ing, immoderate {weating, or falivation, it very often

leaves

" * Ttis 3 very remarkable circumftance, which one day or o-
| _ther may ferve to clear up this theory, that mercury has the great-
eft affinity to, or, as I fhould fay with more propriety, that of all

known acids, that of the animal fat (acidum febi) has the greateft
attrattion to mercury,
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leaves the venereal difeale uncured behind, But
though we could thus refolve all thefe different quef-
tions in a more fatisfactory manner, I muft confefs
that this theory is as little as the former founded
on any real fact, but on mere conjecture; and there-
fore, as long as it remains in this ftate, it is equally
ufelels as all other hypothefes in the pradice of phy-
fic, where it may be fufficient for us to know the fpe-
cific remedy to cure the diforder, without being ac-
quainted how it produces its effeéts; though fuch a
knowledge, could it be attained, would lead undoubt-"
edly to great improvements in the practice of phyfic.

Method of Cure.

Ir the patient be ftrong enough to bear the im-
mediate ufe of mercury, I begin generally by giving *
him a purgative; and the next day I let him bathe
in a warm bath, made of a decoftion of bran, or of =
fimple fott water. In this bath, the warmth of which
fhould be determined by the agreeable feeling of the
patient, he ought to fit for half an hour or an hour’s
time; during the latter end of which time, he fhould
be rubbed gently all over with a fleth-brufh or a piece
of flannel. Coming out of the bath;, he may take a
glafs of good wine, if his circumftances will admit of
it, and then go to bed. By thefe means the fkin
will be well cleanfed, and be better fitted for tranf-
mitting the perfpiration. If he be plethoric, or ac-
cuftomed to bleeding, venefection may, be proper and.
uleful, previous to his begmnmg the ufe of mcrr:ury

e . X by
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Wi regard to the feveral mercurial preparations
made ufe of for the cure of venereal complaints, 1
{hall fpeak hereafter. What we fhould firft obferve

moft carefully and attentively, is, whether the mer-~

curial courfe we began agrees with the patient ; and
if it does not agree, without hefitation, change it.
Thofe patients who will not bear fri¢tions, bear fome-
times very readily the internal ufe of mild or more
acrid preparations of mercury, and vice verfa ; others,
who will not bear mercary internally, will bear the
frictions, or fometimes not bear one mercurial
preparation, while they bear another very réadi-
ly. Some will take it more eafily in pills; o-
thers in powder, or diflolved in fome liquid. To
thofe whofe conftitution, circumftances, or choice,
are againft mercurial frictions, we may give Plenck’s
folution of mercury in gum-arabic, made into pills;
or mercury triturated, and formed into pills with the
extract of liquorice. Thele preparations agree with
moft {tomachs, even {fuch as fometimes can bear no
other mercuridl preparation. Inother cafes, calomel
prepared by precipitation according to Mr. Scheele's
invention, or the hydragyrum nitratum cinereum
(fackvis mercurii cinereus) of the new Edmmburgh
Pharmacopceia, are the mildeft and perhaps moft fuit-
able preparations for thofe ftomachs which are not
able to bear any of the more acrid' faline mercurial
‘preparations. - Mercury rubbed down with {fugar-can-
dy, or calcined mercury mixed with opium may

Jometimes, according to circumitances, be more ad-

vantageous ; but, as I have mentiored before, great
judgment and attention are required in adminiftering

‘thole medicines, as well as with regard to diet, bath-
: X ing,
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kinds, efpecially roafted, not too fat; and, at dinner,
if he likes good ftrong beer (or porter), he may drink
it otherwife a few glafles of good and genuine Span-
ifh or Hungarian wine will be ufeful. Moderate ex-
ercife of any kind, and occafionally fri&ions of the
whole body, will greatly affift the above regimen.
As for medicines, if their ufe fhould be abfolutely
neceflary, or if the patient defire any, {mall dofes of
the beft Peruvian bark, finely powdered in fubftance,
or mixed with cinnamon-water or genuine old hock,
I have found excellent. Ifthe patient be very low,
‘iron diffolved in vitriolic ther, I have found fupe-
'rior to any other medicine, The cold bath will be
fometimes ufeful, but at other times I have feen it
prove rather hurtful. This, with cheerful company,
and avoiding venery or nocurnal pollutions, will
greatly contribute to recover the ftrength neceflary
for enabling the patient to bear the ufe of mercury.
I (hall, however, make one remark more here, which,
as far as I know, has not been taken notice of by
any former writer on this fubjed, viz. that weaknels,
low-fpiritednefs, and anaphrodyfia, are fometimes
the immediate effects of the venereal virus lurking
in the body; and, ip that cafe, I have obferved mer-
ury to be the beft ftrengthener. I have feen peo-
le in that ftate gain fo much ftrength in eight or ten
days, from the internal ufe of mercury, that they
ound themfelves moft agreeably {urprifed.

Durine the ufe of mercury, a mixed diet of vege-
ables and animals, as the moft natoral to mankind
general, is proper; avoiding fat, hard, indegefti-
ole food, Acids will fometimes caufe a griping or
X 2 purging
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whenever he perceives a naufeous tafte, like copper
in the mouth, ftinking breath, {welling of the gums,
the teeth feeling as if they were {et on edge, a lar-
ger fecretion of faliva or {pitting than common, mer-
cury fhould be immediately left oft for fome days;
a warm bath and frictions with the flefh-brufh to be
ufed in fome cales; a gentle phyfic to be taken and
occafionally repeated: and cold moift air in thofe
circumftances to be moft carefully avoided. If un-
der the ufe of mercury {ymptoms of a general irrita-
tion appear, it ought to be left off for fome days, and
a dofe 'of opium to be given in its ftead : but if fymp-
toms of an inflammatory diathefis prevail, bleeding
will be neceflary. Thus we continue with the ufe
of mercury, as I faid, till the virus 1s wholly eradi-
cated, which will generally be in twenty-five or
thirty days, if the difeafe has not been of long ftand-
ing, and the {ymptoms have not been very fevere;
but if the difeafe be inveterate, and the fkin or bones
feverely affected, tenm or twelve weeks will be fome-
times neceflary to produce a complete and radical
cur e

AnotHER circumftance to be attended to during a
mercurial courfe is, that {uch patients fhould be pre- .
vioudly told of the effeéls of mercury on gold, fuch as
rings, watches, &c. By not attending to this parti-
cular, difagreeable difcoveries may fometimes be

made, which female patients efpecially have great
reafon carefully to avoid.

To know whether the lues is radically extermina-
ted, is a nice point of practical judgment ; and if I
3 {ay,
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fay, that, from a carelefinefs on the part of the pa-
tient, or from want of knowledge on the part of the
practitioner with regard to this point, a great many
patients are unhappy, and fufferers; I advance no-
thing but what we fee daily confirmed. If we were
m poffeffion of a remedy, which, having the power
of rendering the leaft particle of the venereal virus,
concealed in the body, acive, and thus enable us to
difcover its prefence, in like manner, as the loadftone
difcovers the prefence of iron, there would be no-
thing neceflary, but to adminifier that remedy the mo-
ment we think the patient had taken mercury enough.
I bave made fome experiments on this fubjeét; but
the number of fads are not yet fuflicient to enable
me to form a conclufion.

As foon as the mercury affe@ts the mouth of the
patierit, we are fure of the moft eflential point, viz.
of its having entered the mafs, which as was obfery-
ed above, is a point abfolutely neceflary for eradica-
ting the poifon. The difappearing of internal vene-
real {ymptoms, and more {o that of the eéxternal ones,
1s another, not unequwuca,l fign, that the mercury
has exerted its action upon the venereal virus. If
venereal ulcers which arofe from an infected mafs be-
gin to mend or heal, if pains or tophufes of the bones
begin to difappear, -&c. under the ufe of mercury,
we are fure of its having entered the mafs, and re-
moved the effects of the venereal poifon ; but we are
not yet fure of its having eradicated entirely all the
poifon prefent in the body. TFor this reafon, we
ought to continue the fame ufe of mercury for a fort-
night or three weeks, after 2ll the venereal fymptoms

have
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have entirely difappeared ; and thgn we may gene-

rally be pretty confident that our patient is radically

cured of the diforder.—I have obferved in {eyeral

patients who bore the internal ufe of mercury ex-
tremely well, as long as the difeafe took place;

whereas, on the moment the poifon was eradicated,
they began to naufeate it ; which proved to be the

ftandard of their being radically cured.

Bur we are to obferve, that though the venereal
poifon has been perfectly eradicated, and the vene-
real difeafe confequently radically cured, there are
many inftances where exoftofes, knots, or {wellings
of the bones, owing their origin to the venereal poi-
{on, continue, however, all the life through, without
any bad confequences. A caries of the bones will
often remain, till nature herfelf, or affifted by art,
has made the exfoliation. Venereal' excreicences
remaining after a mercurial courfe, are to be looked
upon as local complaints, and to be removed by lo-
cal remedies. It has been a general obfervation, and
I have feen it confirmed in feveral inftances, that the
venereal difeafe yields eafier to a proper treatment
in warm and dry climates or {eafons, than in cold
and damp ones. This is the reafon that has render-
ed Montpelier fo famous for curing the moft obftinate
and confirmed lues. This is likewife the reafon that

- people, who are not cured of venereal complaints

at Peterfburgh or Stockholm, &ec. are fometimes
cured when they go to Italy, or Portugal ; and for
the {ame reafon they fometimes will bear mercury
there without the leaft inconvenience, till they are

perfectly cured, when they could fcarcely bear a

few
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CHAP. XIIL

On the New VENErREAL Disease which of late
made its Appearance in CANAD A,

.A. neEw difeafe broke out fome time ago in Canada,
efpecially in St. Paul’s Bay ; whence it has been call-
ed Le Mal de la Baye de St. Paul (the difeafe of St.
Paul’s Bay.) This difeafe has made a rapid progrefs
within thefe few years among the inhabitants of Ca-
nada. The parents tran{mit it to their children. It
is communicated by eating, drinking, &ec. If it
once enters into a family, rarely any one efcapes
catching it. Some habits feem to abforb the poifon ;
and then fometimes it remains concealed or quiet for
years, and breaks out at laft with all the {ymptoms
of the third ftage. The patients often dragging out
a miferable exiftence to old age, lofe by degrees eyes,
nofle, cheeks, vellum pendulum, and the whole bafis
of the fkull, &c. They call it Mal Anglois (the
Englith Difeafe,) becaufe they think the Englith
brought it firft amongft them. In feveral places,
however, they give it different names. At St. Paul’s
Bay the people call it /e Maladie® des' Eboulements ;
in the neighbourhvod ¢f Boucherville, it is called
Luftu Crue ; and at Berthier-and Sorel, iz Maladie de
Chicot. The name of Vilain mal, mauvais mal, and
Fros mal, are common 1n many parifhes. Where it
#s of more modern date, they call it lz maladie Ai-

X lemande
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lemande (the German difeafe),as if it had been brought i
to them by the German troops ; but the name mal o

Anglois is the moft frequently ufed. There were, in
the year 1783, five thoufand eight hundred and one
perfons difcovered to be infected with it, befides
many who concealed it ; but it was at that time flill
unknown ameng all the neighbouring Indian tribes.

It firt manifeils itfelf generally by litile ulcers on
the lips, tongue, and infide of the mouth; rarely in
the genitals. Thefe little ulcers aré of a very corro-
five mature, and were obferved in many children to
have nearly deftroyed the tongue. They firft ap-
pear in the form of little puftules, filted with a whit-
ifh purulent matter; the poifon of which is fo infec-
tive, that it communicates by eating with the fame
fpoon, by drinking out of the fame mug, by fmo- |
king tobacco with the fame pipe ; nay, itis even ob- |
ferved, that it is communicated by linen, cloth, &c.

Tr1s poifon being abforbed from the ulcers, or, as
it often happens, originally abforbed without any ex
ternal fymptoins whatever, breaks out afterwards ei--
ther in large ulcers, or manifefls itfelf by violent noc-
turnal pains of the bones. The ulcers breaking out
in the {kin or mouth, diminifh the pain of the bones.
Thefe fymptoms are often accompanied with buboes |
under the arm-pit, in the throat or groin; which |
fometimes inflame and fuppurate; at other times re-
main hard and indolent. Some patients feel pains
in different partsof the body, which increafe during *
the night-time, or when they take fome violent ex- ©
srcife. This is the fecond fage of the diforder.
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In the third ftage, tetters, itching crufts, or ulcers,
appear coming and going in different parts of the
body. The bones of the nofe, palatum, cranium,
clavicula, tibia, arm, and hand, grow carious, or
tophi appear in {everal of thefe bones. At laft, pains
of the breaft, cough, lofs of appetite, fight, hearing,
fmell, and falling off of the hair, clofe the fcene before
death.—Sometimes all thefe {ymptoms appear at the
very beginning of the difeafe.

Tue patients drag the difeafe now and then along
for eighteen or nineteen years. One patient who
had this diforder twelve months upon him, befides
being aflected with many ulcers and tophufes, loft
at laft, by the {fame, the calf of one of his legs.

THERE are {fome habits which feem not to be {uf-
ceptible of this difeafe, at leaft they are capable of
refifting the infection many years; but in general
both fexes, and all ages, are fubject to it.

In the fecond, and efpecially in the third ftage,
the difeafe is highly infectious.

THERE are many inftances where it has been for
years in the conftitution without gnrmg any {i igns of
its prefence.

A VULGAR opinion prevails amongft many, that it
affects, like the fmall-pox, but once the fame per-
fon; but this has been found to be ill-grounded by
feyeral accurate obfervations.

Yoo THERE .
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Trere are fome perfons with i-.rhnm the difeafe
proved fatal, by bringing on a mortification of the
toes. Mr. Bowman obferved two cafes; one where a

_little boy loft, by the difeafe, both feet, the ftumps
remaining; and another where the leg fell off by the
kuee Both patients recovered.

ArTER fome days ufe of madiuines, the fymptoms

often grow worfe, but afterwards difappear.

TwuE bed-clothes, as well as other clothes and linen,
are to be well wathed in foap-ley, before they are
again made ufe of.

Corrus is very infecting, and ought to be avoided
during the cure. -

Cuitpren form a large proportion of the infedted.
There 'are examples where Mr. Bowman {faw the con-
flitution of fome children get the better of the difeafe
without any medicine; as is evident from the inftance
of J. Simar, now nineteen years of age, who had the
difeafe when one year old, and never took any me-
dicines for it, nor was fuckled by his mother when
fhe took medicines. Some children feemed ta be
cured of the difeafe by the medicines which the mo-
ther, infe@ed, had taken formerly, though fhe herfelf
was not perfectly cured by them.

¥

Tuere is hardly any application that ignorance or

fuperftition, influenced by neceffity, could fuggett,
which had not been made ufe of by the Canadians .

for the cure of this difeafe.

- THESR
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Tue dock and burdock roots, . farfaparilla, and
fpruce, have been generally made ule of, and with
fome appearance of fuccefs. Moft {uccefs, however,
has been obferved from a decotion of the bark of
the branches of the hemlock-fpruce (a tree fo called
on account of the refemblance of its fmell with hem-
lock;) and Mr. Bowman obferved afterwards, that it
greatly forwarded the cure, though none was found
to be cured radically without mercury. The fame
bark he found anf{wer very well, inftead of the Pe-
ruviap bark for (trengthening the conftitution. Child-
ren were cured by fucking the mother, to whom mer-
cury was adminiftered.

Puririen mercury, fimply divided and joined with .
anodynes, {feemed to an{wer beft. |

SuBLiMaTE and farfaparilla were greatly praifed,
but have not anfwered in the advanced ftages of the
difeafe.—In adults, however, the folution of corro-
five fublimate with the decoction of the bark of hem-
lock-fpruce, had very good effedls.

Mr. Bowman, to whom we owe the beft account
of this difeafe, found it neceflfary to continue the
mercury three weeks after all fymptoms difappeared.
He obferved, that thofe patients who made ufe of
the milk diet during the cure, were fooneft re-efta-
blifhed. He cured many of the worft cafes.

GoVERNMENT, by the humane reprefentation from
Governor Hamilton, thought proper to appoint and
fend out in 1786, fix furgeons, to cure and adminif-

! ter
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ter medicines gratis to every perfon affli@ed with this
new diforder; in order to eradicate, or at leaft mi.
tigate, this evil, with which whole families were in-
fected. ; :

TrE moft remarkable in this new difeafe is, . That |
it feldom affects the genitals; and, 2dly, That it is i
contagious, or at leaft communicated without imme-
diate contact or coition.

THESE two curions circumftances appear to me
bighly interefting, becaufe they feem to elucidate |
feveral paflages of the earlieft writers on the lues; 3§
who all agree, that the difeafe, when it firft appeared,
and a good while after, has been propagated without
immediate contact or coition; and in none of the au-
thors who wrote the firft twenty years after the ve-
nereal difeafe appeared, 1 find any mention made of
the genitals being affected.

Thre difeafe called the Sibbens, which, feveral years
ago, was very general, efpecially in Galloway and
Ayrfhire, but has now become much lefs common, |
is, on account of its mode of propagation, as well as
on account of its fymptoms and cure, fo very fimi-
Iar to this new difeale of GCanada, that I think 1t is
1o be referred to this head.

CHAP
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6. With the acid of wood-forrel, (oxalis acetolel-

la Linnzl. ).
Hydrargyrum oxalinum. Bergman.

7. With the plmfpﬁnric acid.

Hydrargyrumphofphoratum. Bergman. ;
By precipil:&:liﬂn from its folution in the nitrous acid by
recent urine:
Rofa miperalis.

8. With the vitriplic acid,

® a, Hydrargy‘mm vitriolatum.

Syn. Vitriolum mercurii.
Oleum mercurii.
* b. Hydrargyrum vitriolatum flavam,, -
Jyn. Turpethum minerale.
Mercurius emeticus flavus,
" Mercurius flavus,
Mercurius praecipitatus luteus.
Turpethum nigrum.
* c. Mercury precipitated from. its {folution in nitrous acid
by hepar {ulphuris or hepar caleis,
Mercurius, preecipitatus niger,

9. With the acid of {fugar of milk,

10. With the acid of tartar,

a. Hydrargyrum-tartarifatum. Bergman.
b. With purified tartar, commonly called cream- of tartar,
viz. veg. alkali fuperfaturated with the acid of tartar.
* Tartarus Hydrargyratus,
Terre feuilletée mercurielle of Dr. Prefavin, (the
inventor. ) '
c. Mercury precipitated from its folution in nitrous acid
by.the acid of tartar. . _
* Calx Hydrargyri tartarifata flava; wulgo, Pulvis Con-

flantinus.
d. Mercury precipitated from its folution in muriatic and
tartarous-acid by fixed vegetable alkali.

Calx hydrargyri tartarifata alba ; vulgo, Pulvis argen-
teus, ;

e
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16. With the acid of Berlin blue.

17. With the acid of Molybdzna.
18. With the acid of Tungftone,

19. With the aérial acid, or fixt air.
Hydrargyrum aératum. Bergman.

A numser of the different mercurial preparations
mentioned in the foregoing table, have been recom-
mended at different times, by different chemifts and
practitioners, for curing the venereal difeafe, We
fhall confine ourfelves to the confideration of thofe
marked with an afterifk, and principally employed
now, having either maintained their reputation from
their ficft introduction inte practice, or having been
difcovered in our times, and poflfefling fuch qualities
as will inttle them to the fame predicament,

THey are fhortly as follow :—

Mzercury in its crude ftate rubbed down, or, as it
1s commonly called, extinguifbed or killed, with fat
or oils, with gum-arabic, turpentine, extract of li-
quorice or conferve of rofes, &c.—In a more diflolved
ftate triturated with fugar candy, a preparation which
I called faeccharum bydrargyraium.—United with ful-
phur under the name of cinnabar, for fumigations.—
The metal calcined by itfelf, and thence called hy-
drargyrum calcinatum.

Mercury diffolved by different acids, and united
with them into a metallic falt, or precipitated from

them in the form of a more or lefs acrid calx. Such as,
Wira
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Wirh the muniatic acid : The corrofive fublimate,
~which I gave in the table the more adequate name g
of bydrargyrﬂm muriatum fortius, in order to diftin-
guifh it as well from calomel or mercurius dglus,‘_
which I called hydrargyrum muriatum mitius ; as from |
the mercurtus dulcis prepared by precipitation, ac- &
cording to the invention of Mr. Scheele, which maybe
called with propriety calx bydrargyri muriata Scheelli, |
or bydrargyrum muriatum mitius precipitatum. |

Wiin the acid of vitriol: The turpeth mineral,
mercurius emeticus, or pracipitatus flavus, called
more properly bjdﬂzﬁg}-mm vitriolatun.

Wirtn the acid of tartar: The bydrargyrum tarta- 3
‘rifitum, which ought to be diftinguithed from what |
Y call the Tartarus hpdrargyratus, ot terre feuilletée |
mercurtelle of’ Dr. Preffavin of Paris; which latterisa

combination of mercury with purified tartar (com- 3§
monly called cream of tartar ;) whereas the former 9§

is a compound metallic falt made of mercury and the §
pure acid of tartar. :

WrrH the acid of nitre: The bydrargyrum nitratum,
either in a liquid fimple {olution, which I called gci-
" dum nitri bydrargyratum, orin a more folid or com-
pound form, as in the bjdmrg‘fmm nitratum rubrum,
commonly, though very improperly called red preci-
pitate ; or in the fyrup of Bellet. The pulvis mercurii
cinerexsof the New Edinburgh Pharmacopeeia; where
the mercury diffolved in nitrous acid is precipitated
by volatile alkali; however not quite deprived of the
acid, and therefore more properly called hydrargy-

run
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#iim nitratum cinereum. Dr. Ward’s white drop, where
the mercury diffolved in the fame acid is precipita-
ted and re-diflolved by means of {al ammoniac, be-
longs rather to the preparations of mercury made by
means of the muriatic acid. And laftly,

Wit the acid of vinegur: Hydrargyrum acetatum,
known under the name of Keyfer's pills, or iroches;
where the mercury, after having undergone a long-
continued trituration, is thereby united with this
acid.

Avr thefe different preparations are applied in va-
rious forms; {uch as powders, pills; bolufes, folu-
~ tions, lotions, injetions, ointments, &c. fome of them
for external, others for internal ufe ; for which; I muft
refer the reader to the Pharmacopeia S;y_péffﬁim an-
~nexed at the end of this Treatife. In general, it is
to be obferved, that all dry mercurial preparations
are the {afer and better the finer they are levigated:

CHAF.
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patient is eafily cured without {uffering much in the

time, or without finding himfelf much weakend af-

terwards. Moft people have their {ymptoms in {ome

meafure relieved by four or fix frictions; though

fometimes fourteen or fifteen are required to pro-
duce this effect.

Tre mercury employed for this purpofe ought to
be very pure ; and as praditioners cannot be affured
of the purity of that which is fold in the fhops, they
ought to purify it themfelves. Moft of our mercury
comes from Idria, and paffes through the hands of
the Dutch, by whom it is, not unfrequently, adulte-
rated with heterogeneous {ubftances, without any di-
minution of its fluidity or metallic {fplendor. But no
phyfician who has the fafety of his patients at heart,
ought ever to employ quickfilver, either externally
or internally, without being certain of its being per-
fetly pure; for, by making ufe of the metal in an
impure {tate, he may not only be difappointed in the
effects he expedted, but may do a real harm to the
patient.  This being the cale, the reader, I hope,
will excufe the following remarks upon the Adulte-
ration and Purification of Mercury.

QuicksiLver is found in mines, either native, in
which ftate it 1s called mercurius virgineus ; or mi-
neralized, when it obtains the name of ore, from
which it is afterwards feparated by diftillation.

Tue eores of mercury are of different kinds and
forms. The native cinnabar, however, is the kind
which generally contains the greateft quantity of

A " quickfilyer
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quickfilver, " Buf though many recommend the na.
tive cinnabar as a remedy to be employed ‘in prac:
tice, it is a mattet of fact, that it is often mixed with
arfenic ‘or other hetemgenrenus pérticles. Tt is, there~
fore, ranning a rifk to employ native ¢innabar, efpe-
cially for internal ufe; and though it is fometimes
more beautiful in its colour than the artificial, we
may always depend with ’mc}re Iafe ty upﬂn thc Jat-
ter, if pruperly prepared g o2

| THE mercury beimg in- the cinnabar, or ‘other ores
of mercury, generally mineralized by fu]phur or at
leaft concealed under it, the procefsto feparate it
* from the fulphur confifts herein, ‘that a fubflance be
united with mercurial ores which has a greater afii-
mty with the fulphur than with the mercury : Such
fubftances, for example, are alkaline falts, calcareous
earth, iron, fcoria ferri, &c. If, therefore, ong or o-
ther of the juft-mentioned fubftances (of which, how-
ever, the cheapeft is generally chofen) be mixed §
with the ore of mercury, and expofed to diftillation,
this fubftance will unite with the fulphur, and the
quickfilver, bemg thereby fet at liberty, will go over
into the receiver in its liquid metallic ftate, in th
form of vapours. |

A BAD cuftom has, alas! arifen from interefted
motives, viz. to adulterate mercury with lead, with
which it readily unites. This adulteration is ac- ¥
complifhed the more eafily by the medium of fome
bifinuth ; becaufe the amalgam thus pmduced I
,nuch more fluid, and retains much better the me-
tallic filvery {plendor of mercury. It is thence §

: oy T ~ cvidenty®
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~evident, that the.colour.and fplendor of quickfil-
ver are mot always certain ‘charadteriftics of its
purity ; and the purification of mercury, by pref-
fing it through a leather bag, is by no means to
be depeuded upon ; becaufe, the amalgam made
. of quickfilver, lead, and bifmuth, is often fo per-
fect, that though even the fourth part of the whole
mals confifts of lead and .bifmuth, very httlf:, how-
-ever, of thefe heterogeneous {ubftances will remain
‘behind in the leather bag.: !
-, TuE only fure means, therefore, to puxify quick-
Ailver 1s diftillation. For which purpofe, fome think
iron veflels are beft fitted, iron being the only metal
with which the mercury refufes to unite, and there
being no fear that iron veflels are deftroyed by the
iamcefs as there is with regard to thofe made of glafs.
‘Fomake ufe of iron veflels 1s the more advifable,
.be:mufe the mercury expands very much during the
~operation, by which means glafs-veffels are eafily
broken. The higher the mercury is driven before
it defcends again, the better it is, becaufe by thefe
means the particles of lead cannot {o eafily be car-
xied with it. The veflel for this operation may be an
dron pot, with a long iron neck like the barrel of a
mufket, But in order to condenfe the better and
eafier the mercury rifing in the form of vapours, the
end of that tube, bended downwards, thould be one
or two inches deep immerfled in vinegar. - All the
mercury is, by this method, not only obtained with-
out lofs, and the operator Is expofed to no danger,
but the mercury will alfo be perfectly freed and pu-
rified from all particles of lead and bifmuth which
. A a2z : might

f
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might poflibly have 'gpne over with it, they being
{oluble, and the quickfilver infoluble, in vinegar.

- ThE charalters of pure quickfilver are, 1. That,
when poured upon wood, it forms globules, which
~always retain a {pherical form, and never are drawn
into length, forming a line like a thread. 2. That °
its furface is not covered with a cuticle, but fhining.
3. That when rubbed with water, the water grows
thereby not blackith or foul. 4. That vinegar rub-
bed or digefted with it, does not acquire from it a
{weet tafte. 5. That putin an iron {poon over the
fire, it evaporates entirely, without leaving any thing -
behind.

- T mercurial ointment 1s generally prepared by |
rubbing, or, as it is commonly called, £illing, or ex- §
tinguifhing the mercury with hog’s-lard and turpen-
tine, = The preparation of the ointment in this man-
ner is very exceptionable. It generally foon produ- &
ces in many perfons, whofe fkin is tender, puftules
of an inflammatory kind, very painful, which pre-
vent the continuation of the frictions.—A more pro
per method therefore of preparing the mercurial oint-
ment for this purpefe, is, by triturating the purified
metal with freth hog’s-lard, repeatedly wafhed and
¢leaned previoufly for feveral days with pure water,
without the addition of any turpentine. The tritu-

“ration ought to be continued for'two hours, even af=!
ter all the globules of mercury have difappeared, !:}.1- i
order to be certain of the moft perfed divifion. It

fhould then be put by ina cold place, not only to
avoid its growing rancid, but alfo to prevent its melt=
' ing,:

L]
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ing, which would produce a feparation and fubfe-
quent precipitation of the metal from the hog’s-lard
to the bottom of the vefiel,

Bur, notwithftanding this precaution, we often
meet with patients whofe fkin feems to be {u ex-
tremely irritable, that they cannot bear the applica-
tion of the ointment, even when prepared according
to the method juft mentioned. The great propen-
fity of the hog's-lard to grow rancid, efpecially in hot

{eafons or warm climates, contributes greatly to oc-
cafion this troublefome effect. In fuch circumftan-
ces, it will be proper either to mix with the above
ointment a {mall quantity of the ¢intment of liquo-
‘rice recently .prepared, or to prepare it entirely of
mercury and the butyraceous oil obtained from co-
coa-nuts by boiling them in water ; or to make ufe,
inftead of the ointment, of quickfilver rubbed down
with the mucilage of gum-arabic. Thus, indeed,
the procefs is rendered perhaps a little more trouble-
fome and expenfive ; butthe practitioner who with-
es to render the cure eafy and agreeable to his pa-

tient, will readily fubmit to inconveniences of this
kind,

By this method we may effectually prevent the
pruritus or puftules proceeding from the application
of the common mercurial ointiment, efpecially if, at
the {fame time, the place where the ointment is to
be fubbed in, be previoufly {haved, and too harfh
rubbing with the hand be ‘avoided, For fuch puf-
* tules fometimes feem to originate from the hair be-
ing

"
4
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and ‘the rubbing ought to be:made gently; and con-
tinved for half an hour oran hour, till the whole be
rubbed in. - The part is then to be covered with a
piece of linen faltened with a bandage ; or the pa-
tient is to put 'on a pair of drawers, ora pair of ftock-
ings if the friction has been made on the leg. The
fame bandage, &c. may ferve for the whole time, or
at leaft for feveral days, being applied only to keen
the fhirts and bed-linen from being fullied and grow-
ing black from. the ointment—Before each new
operation, the greafe and blacknefs Dught to be well
cleanfed or' walhed off' with {oap and warm water.

 Pae fridion itfelf is beft made by the patient with
his own hand ; but to fat people, or to the female
fex, this operation may prove tirefome: in which
cafle a fervant fhould be inftructed how to do it, put-
ting on a glove made of a foft hog’s bladder or oil~ -
kin. I'would not advife any perfon to perform this
operation for another without putting on fucha glove,
“becaufe I have feen inftances of a falivation being
‘brought on in the affiftant, from rubbing in the mer-
curial ointment with his naked hand. Befides,

cannot be certain how much ointment s rubhed into
the patient, when part of it is albfmht:d into the fer-
wvant’s hand.

Arrer the firft friction, we are to obferve atten-
- tively whether the mercury occafions any irregular
motion in the body : if it does fo, it ought to be o-
mitted for two days, and the patient to obferve the
{ame regimen, to be well cloathed, and to keep with-
in doors, efpecially in a cold feafon,

Ir
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Ir, after two days, the patient fhould perceive ne
difagreeable fymptoms, the fecond friction is to be
made in the fame manner as the firft. The next day
he muft leave it off again ; and if he then finds no
il effects, the frictions ought to be continued here-
after every day, either morning or evening, without
intermiflion, unlefs fome accident intervene. The
place of rubbing, however, muft be changed every
day, or every other day, i order to avoid irritating
the fkin, and puftules rifing upon it. If, after five
or fix fritions, we find that the patient has no
fever, diarrhcea, falivation, or immederate {weating,

and that he will thus bear the mercury, we may rub 3§

in two drachms of the ointment at every friction, ef= &
pecially if the fymptoms be obftinate. '

In this fitvation, if the weather be warm, or ii-

deed unlefs it be feverely cold and damp, the patient
may go out every day during the frictions, provided
he be warmly cloathed, and avoid the cold wind,

and efpecially the night air. But he ought carefully |
to guard againft checking perfpiration ; and, there-
fore, if the weather be cold, windy, or moift, he
thould rather keep at home in a moderate warm room,
and fhun as much as poflible every inconvenience
from cold. In a fevere feafon he fhould conftantly
wear flannel ftockings and a flannel waiftcoat, ac-
cording to circumftances, either over or under the
fhirt.

Durivo all this time, however, he fhould, if poffi- -
ble, ufe the warm bath, as already directed, once or

twice a-week ; proceeding in this manner until his
health
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health be perfectly re- eftablithed : which will be af-
ter thirty or thirty-five friCtions, if the foft parts only
have been affected ; but if the difeafe has been con-
firmed, or of a long flanding, fo that the bones are
afleded, fifty, fixty, or feventy friGtions ‘will be ab-
folutely neceffary to procure a perfet and radical
cure ; though this, no doubt, will vary accardmg to
the conflitation of the patient.

It muft here be remarked, as an obfervation of
great confequence both to the phyfician and pa-
tient, that the ceffation of the fymptoms 1s never to
be looked upon as a fign of a radical cure. This we
ought to tell our patientsin the begmnmg, ﬂfpﬁcmﬂy
to thofe of the female fex, that to allevlate the pain
or abate the fymptoms of the diforder, and to de-
{iroy and eradicate the venereal poifon from the bo-
dy, are two things widely different. The former
| may often be accomplifhed in three or four days, by

a very few frictions ; whereas the letter will {fome-
times require as many months. The {ame thing will
undoubtedly happen in this refpect when we leave
off' the frictions as foon as the {ymptoms difappear,
as when we leave off the Peruvian bark in agues, as
foon as the Tever is gone: the fever foon returns a-
gain, although perhaps with a different type; but
by continuing the bark a ' little longer, we are {ure
of rendering the cure perfe@, and need not to be in
the leaft afraid of a relapfe.

We muft, therefore, for the fafety of our patients,
continue the ufe of mercury for two or three weeks,
or at leaft ten days, after the fyphilitic {ymptoms
B b have
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have perfe@ly difappeared ; but it is here where the.
practitioner muft give proof of his judgment and ex-
perlence.

Waey the patient, during the frictions, or any o-
ther courfe of mercury, feels his gums begin to {well,
his breath to {mell difagreeably, his throat to become
palnful in the infide, or when he is obliged to {pit |
oftener than ufual, the ufe of mercury is immediate-
ly to be left off till thefe {ymptoms dlfappear, and
then he may go on with it again. But, in general,
I think it eligible to go on with the frictions, if the
patient can otherwife bear them, pretty brifkly, un-
til the mmzth be a little affeed ; becaufe thus we
are certain that the frictions havc had their proper
effe®,.and that the mercury has been abforbed into
the fyftem. 2 |

THE generahty “of patients, as has been already
mentmneﬂ find fome relief after a few fricions ; but 4
~ there are fome, efpecially thofe who have the bones
affected with tophus, caries, &c. who feel no re-
miffion of the fymptoms till after fifteen or twenty
frictions ; and {ometimes, in this ftate of the difeafe,
feventeen ounces of mercurial ointment will be re- ;_

qmﬁte to pmduce a perfect cure. : -l

In all fuch cafes, we muft endeavour to make the
mercury go off by perfpiration ; but profufe {weating,
ought, on the other fide, not to be encouraged, left
it fhould weaken the patient, or bring on a confump-
tion, efpecially in fuch as are cacheti®, or of a thin |

habit of bedy. Where we find the body naturally
difpofed
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difpofed to falivation, we ought o be very cautious
how we proceed. In this cafe the patient fhould,
efpecially m bad weather; keep carefuly within’
doors, in a room moderarely warm, without being
too much covered, particularly on his head or neck.
The proper temperature of the room in winter is to
be betwixt 70 and 75 degrees of Fahrenheit’s ther-
mometer. But in fine dry weather, I would rather
advife him to go abroad ; for I have found, in many
inftances, that the enjoying of purefreeair contributes
'rather to prevent a favilation. In warm feafons or
climates {fuch precautions are unneceflary. If the
patient be weak, the Peruvian bark may be given,
at the {ame time, with advantage, from a {cruple to
a drachm, in milk or wine according to circumfitan-
ces, every morning and evening.

By this methaod, I have generally fucceeded in pre-
venting the above mentioned bad effects of the mer-
cury, as profufe {weats, falivation, and its running
off by ftool: in all thefe cafes, the mercury, though
abforbed in the two former cafes into the {yftem,
feems to run off by the falivary glands as fait as it 1s
taken, without performing thofe falutary effeés in
the body, which are abfolutely neceffary to deftroy
he venereal poifon, and to produce a radical cure.
n the latter cafe, when a diarrhcea is eccafioned by
hie mercury given internally, its abforption from the
nteftines into the mafs is thereby prevented, and it
an have little or no effe@t againft the difeafe. I
ave feen feveral venereal patients treated in this
1anner, who, after taking mercury for fix or eight
ecks, which kept them all that tinte in a continual

Bb2 diarrheea,




196 = ON MERCURIAL PREPARATIONS

diarrheea, were, with regard to their original difeafo,
nearly in the fame ftate at the end of this courfe, as :
they had heen at the beglnnmg of it. '

II. On MercuriaL FumicaTions.

I mave little to fay on this fubje®. Mercruial Fu
migations, though now a-days no more in ufe for cu-
ring the lues, prove often a moft effectual remedy
f::.-r curing local venereal complaints. The artificial
cinnabar is for this purpofe to be put upon live coals,
and tl_l& rifing fmoak to be conveyed, by means of a_
proper funnel, to the part affected, '

_—

III. OF SariNe and other MERCURIAL PREPARATIONS,

TRE hydrargyrum gummofum, (or mercurius gum-
mofus), is a mild mercurial preparation, in Wwhich
the crude metal 1s divided by means of gum-arabic.®
Mr. Plenck, the inventor of this preparation, firfEs
prefcribed it diluted with water, in_ the form of a
mixture ; but this form being ﬂ::und inconvenient on
account of the mercury not remaining pmper]}r {ul=
pended, he propofed, f'umetlmeago, toform it mto pills
He, for this purpofe, orders two drachms of well pu-
rified quickfilver to be triturated with three drachms
of powdered gum-arabm, and a fufficient quanm
of confervﬂ ﬂf hlps, in a marblﬂ murtar till the mer="

furmed 10 pills of three grains Each, of which
patient is to take fix every morning and evening.
71 his
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This form is undoubtedly lefs exceptionable, but
full liable to another INCONVENience ; which 1s, that
thefe pills, like all thofe made with crumb of bread,
when kept for a length of time, grow {fo hard, that
they frequently pafs the flomach undiffolved, and
are evacuated by ftool in the fame globular form they
were tukﬂn, ‘This objection, indeed, cannot be
made, if they are prepared frefh every fecond or
third day ; and, in that cale, they will b; found
a very valuable acquifition for our Pharmacopceia Sy-
philitica.—A bolus made from five to ten grains of
quickfilver, with a {ufficient quantity of the conlerve
of rofes, or ¢onfeétio cardiaca, or, what is more pre-
ferable, with the extract of liquorice, will, accord-
ing to circumftances, ferve fbr the fame purpofe.

Mercury divided by means of fome ballfam, would
‘be a very acceptable and ufeful medicine in different
cafes. An attempt of the kind has been made in the
pilula ex hydrargyra terebinthinato, where one ounce
of quickfilver is united with a drachm and a half of
turpentine ; but befides that the divifion is extreme-
ly tedious, which indeed may be obviated by adding
{ome drops of the ol of turpentine, this compofition
is, like all the faline mercurial preparations, very ﬁpt
to excite griping and purging. This eftect may be
partly owing to the quality of turpentine ; the beft
fort fhould therefore be chofen for this purpofe, and,
according to circumftances, inftead of the turpen-
tine, the balfam of Gilead, or balfamum Canadenfe,
formed into a proper confiftence by means of the {pe-
cies aromatice, or fome other vegetable powder,

might
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might be tried ; and thus a pill or bolus of five or fe-
'ven' grains be given~ev¢ry evening.

ThE faccharum bydrargyratum, or qulckﬁlver tri-
turated with twice or three times its weight of fu-
gar#andy, is, in many inftances, a moft excellent me-
dicine, as well for internal as external ufe. Its dofe
internally is from four to eight grams a-day, in the
form of pﬂwders, pr]ls or truchﬂs.

Tuz hydrargyrum calcinatum, or calcmed mercury,
I have cc}nﬁa{]ﬂy found to be apt to excite gnpmgs
This may, in fome refpect, be avoided, by mixing
half a grain of it with a grain of opium, to be taken
every night, or every fecond night, in the form of a,
plIl

THE bydrargyrum acetatum, known by the name
of Keyfer's pills or troches, has of late made a great
noife in France. It has been recommended as the
fafeft and Beft medicine for curing venereal com-
plaints, even of the moft obflinate and inveterate -
kind, without ever occafioning a falivation, or pro-
ducing any of thofe bad fymptoms which fometimes
attend the ufe of other mercurials. Time and ex-
perience, however, have fhown that this remedy
fometimes proves ineffeétual in removing the com-
plaints, and in many inftances produces the bad {ym-
toms attending other mercurials. Mercury, indeed,
as long as it retains its nature, certainly will falivate
or purge, lf\gnen imprudently, or if the patients do
not take proper care of themfelves. Befides, among

a varicty of patients, fome will certainly be met with,
where
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where this medicine proves not fo efficacious as has
been pretended. For every phyfician who has had
fome practice in venereal complaints, muft have met
with cafes where one mercurial preparation has pro-
duced little.or no effe@, whilit another, tried after-
wards, fucceeded beyond expetation. Thefe cafes
we are not. able to account for; nor do we as yet
know the nature of the human body fufficiently to
forefee them a priori., Keyfer’s pills are afaline mer-
curial preparation, where the mercury is fixft divided
by a long continued trituration,and then diflolved in
vinegar. Hence, like allother mercurial preparations,
it may fométimes produce very good effeéts, and per-
fectly cure the difeafe ; whilft, in other inftances, it
may prove lefs afeful or even hurtful, And this is
_probably the reafon why this preparation is now

“moftly neglected, though there have been fince two
methods difcovered to pmp;i:ré it eafier, cheaper, and
better, by precipitation.

TuE bydragyrum tartarifatum, we call a combina-
tion of mercury with fimple acid of tartar, in order
to diftinguith it from the fartarus bydrargyratus, an
mvention of Dr, Preffavin at Paris, who gave it the
name of terre feuilletée mercariclle. This latter pre-
paration being a combination of mercury with puri-
fied tartar, or cream of tartar, which is a middle falt
compound of vegetable alkali, fuperfatured with the
acid of tartar, Both thefe preparations are nearly
of a fimilar nature with the former, though perhaps,
i fome retpecls, preferable to it.

Tue bydrargyrum nitratum, or mercury united with
nitrous
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nitrous acid, has been employed in different forms
and prepardtions internally and externally. For ex-
ternal ufe, the folution diluted with water has been
made ufe of as a wafh, and is a very good medicine
for fhankers, &c. The fame folution made with one
ounce of quickfilver, to three cunces of nitrous acid,
and while yet warm, united with a pound of hog’s- 4
lard by a careful trittration, yields, under the name
of unguentum citrinum, one of the moft efficacious re-
medies I know of for ﬂb‘[’:mate fyphilitic cc:-rriplnmtﬁ
of the {kin. The red precipitate or hydrargyrum ni-
tratum rubrum, prepared from the fame folution, ex- |
pofed to fire till it acquires the colour mentioned, 1s
of a corrofive nature, and therefore employed only |
in powder fprinkled upon venereal ulcers as an efcha- '
rotic. For internal ufe, the hydrﬁ'rgyrurﬁ nitratum.
has been cummnnly given, from half a grain to a grain,
in a quart of any of the decottions.—But the bydrar-
Fyrum nitratum einereum, in the New Edinburgh Phar-
macopeeia, called by its inventor (Dr Black) pulvis
mercurii cinereus, 1s one of the mildeft of the faline
mercurial preparations, and may be given to the dofe
of a grain every evening, and occafionally alfo every
morning .—The following is the methed of prepa-
ring it: Quickfilver, diluted acid of nitre, of each e-
qual quantities in weight. After the mercury is dif-
{folved, the folution is to be diluted with pure water,
and as much liquid volatile alkali (Jpiritus falis am-
moniaci ) to be dropped into it as is {ufficient for de-
priving the mercury of the acid: afterwards the grey =
powder is to be wathed with pure water and dried.— =
The fyrup of Bellet (commonly called vegetable fyrup ),
a celebrated compofition, the ingredients of which =
are |
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" are kept fecret is, as I was informed by a perfon of
authority in France, mercury precipitated from 1ts
folation in the acid of nitre by fixed vegetable alkaly,
and the precipitate afterwards diffolved in vitriolic

ether mixed with fome agreeable fyrup.

I suarr now take notice of a preparation of mer-
cury, firlt recommended by the celebrated Baron
Van Swieten. This preparation is the corrofive fub-
limate (“mercurius [ublimatus corrgfivus); or, as I
would rather call it in the more accurate language of
chemiftry, the bydrargyrum muriatum jfortius. Some
years ago this medicine engaged the attention of all
Europe. By fome it was recommended as a moft ex-
cellent and efficacious remedy for the moft inveterate
complaints, and worft ftages of the venereal difeafe.
It was particularly praifed againft eruptions of the
fkin, and venereal affections of the bones; while o-
thers exclaimed againft it as being frequently pro-
du@ive of the worft effeds in the {yftem, without
‘hardly ever radically curing the diftemper. Both
parties feem to have gone too- far in praifing as well
‘s blaming. I have feen cafes where this medicine
perfectly cured the moft inveterate and obftinate com-
plaints; while in others, I found it produced eilects
of the worft confequence; fuch as a total derange-
ment and pains in the ftomaesh, griping, purging,
head-ach, fever, anxiety, oppreflion of the breaft, and
even {pitting of blood, without curing, or even ap-
‘pearing to have the leaft effect on the difeafe. But,
in general, I have obferved that this medicine very
foon mitigates the moft troublefome {ymptoms of the
venereal difeafe, without effeéting a radical cure,
Ce even
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even after having been given for a very confiderable
timme; and I am apt to think now, that its great repu-
Itatinn arofe at firft from this property, of frequently |
alleviating {0 {peedily and remarkably the moft trou-
blefome venereal {ymptoms.

Uron the whole, though it is certain that there:
* are {fome conftitutions which will never bear this vio=
lent medicine without danger, yet, from fuch obfer-.
vations as I haye been able to make, it feems proba-.
ble, that the bad effeéts attributed to the corrofive:
fublimate have fometimes arifen, either from its im--
proper preparation, from an immoderate dofe, fromu
a delicate conftitution of the patient, or otherwife:
from a defe& of practical’ judgment in the phyfician
or furgeon. ‘Therefore, although I never like toen
ploy violent medicines where I am able to effe@
cure with mild ones ; yet it muft be' allowed, that,
in ‘practice, cafes will fometimes occur, attende
with fuch {ymptoms as require the ufe of the mo
powerful medicines, if for no other purpofe but for
{peedy temporary relief. In thefe cafes, it will fome-
times be highly advifable to have recourfe to the
fublimate ; though it is probable to me, that fuc
cafes are much lefs frequent than it is commonly
thought. But, at any rate, the conftitution of th
patient ought to be well confidered before we hay
recourfe to this medicine. If he beof a firong habit
of body, and his lungs healthy, we may fafely try
the fublimate, ufing the neceflary precautions wit
regard to.its dofe and manner of exhibition ; but I
would never recommend it where the patient is of 2

weak, delicate, and irritable habit of body, or if he
' h
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lime-water : in which cafe it will produce a black i
colour ; whereas, if genuine, it yields with the fame
an orange-coloured precipitate, to which we gaﬁ: '.
the name lotio fiphilitica flava, if one drachm of fub-
limate is' added to one pound of lime-water. Its
texture befides, if genuine, ought to be of a radiated |
appearance ;. whereas: the fame, if adulterated has,
- rather a granulated one.

TurE hydrargyrum muriatum mitius, or perhaps
more properly the calx hydrargyri muriata, common-
ly called calomel, mercurius duleis, mercurius fubli-
matus dulcis, panacea mercurialis, aguila alba, &c. 1
a milder preparation than corrofive fublimate, but
il an acrid one, and thus very apt to produce gri=
pings, and to run off by ftool. Befides, asits mans
ner of acting depends very much on the accuracy of
its preparation, and other circumftances which wes
are not mafters of, its efficacy in curing the lues is
not much to be depended upon. - Indeed calomel i
in different countries, in different fhops in the fame
country, nay even in the fame fhops at different times
a very different medicine. On this account, thougl
it cannot be denied that many have been cured a
the venereal difeafe by this medicine, I never made
ufe of it internally but for a mercurial purge, till of
late, when Mr. Scheele, by a new method of prepasy
ring it via humida, has greatly removed all the ob:
jeétions this medicine was formerly liable to. As it .
will perhaps be agreeable to fome of my readers t@
be more exadtly acquainted with this procefs, I {h all
fubjoin it here. 4
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¢« Harra pound of quickfilver, and the fame quan-
tity of pure aquafortis, are to be putinto a fmall vef-
fel with a long neck, the mouth of which is to be
covered with paper. The:veflel is then to be pla-
ced ina warm {and-bathi; and after a few hours,
when the acid affords no figns of its acting any long-
er on the quickfilver, the fire is to be increafed to
fuch a degree that the folution:may nearly boil, This
heat is to be continued: for three or four hours, ta-
king care to move the veflel from time to time; and
at laft the folution is to be {uffered to boil gently for
about a quarter of an hour. In the mean while we
are to diffolve four ounces and a half of fine common
faltin fix or eight pints of water. This folution is to be
poured boiling into a glafs-veflel, in which the above
mentioned folution of quickfilver is to be mixed with
it gradually, and in a boiling {tate alfo, taking care-
to keep the mixture in conftant motion. When the
prccipitaﬁe 15 {fettled, the clear liquor is to be drain-'_
ed from it ; after which it is to be repeatedly wathed
with. hot water till it ceafes to impart any tafte to
the water. The precipitate obtained by this method
isto be filtered, and afterwards dried by a gentle heat.

“ It might be fuppofed, that when the nitrous
acid ceafes to effervelce with the mercury, it is fa-
turated with it ; but this is far from being the cafe ;
the acid, when the heat is increafed, being ftill able
to diffolve a confiderable quantity of it; with this
difference, however, that the quickfilver, at the be-
_ginning of the procefs, is calcined by the acid, but
afterwards is diffolved by it in a metallic farm. In
proof of this we may obferve, that not only more

elaftic
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have been corrofive, if the precipitate had contained
any thing of that nature, it being well known that
mercurius corrofivus afcends fooner than mecurius
dulcis; whereas, through the whole of the fublima-
tion, what arofe was a pure mercurius dulcis, exaét-
ly like that which is obtained in the commor manner.
3dly, 1 have mixed this precipitate with one fourth
part of quickfilver and {ublimed it, upon a fuppofi-
~ tion that if it contained too much mercurius corrofi-
vus it would be-able to unite with more quickfilver;
but fo far was this from being the cafe, that the quick-
filver was not diminithed'in weight by the experi-
ment. 4thly, It 15 known that cauflic alkalis and
lime-water give mercurius dalcis a black colour.
The fame thing happened with mine. ‘The black
colour is no other than quickfilver divided into very
fine particles. |

“ TuAT the procefs I have been defcribing is more |
advantageous than -that which is ufually adopted, I
cannot doubt; becaufe, in the firft place, this mer-
curius dulcis can be prepared with lefs difficulty,
with lefs expence, and without employing corrofive
fublimate. 2dly, As there can be no danger of its
being in any degree corrofive, provided it be f{uffici-
ently edulcorated, it may always be given with fafe-
ty. 3dly, The operator is not expofed to that noxi- =
ous duft which in the old method arifes during the =
trituration of the corrofive fublimate and quickfilver: -
4thly, This is much finer than the common mercu-
rius dulcis, it being impoffible to make the latter e-
qual to it in this refpet, however long it may be iy
triturated.”

CALOMEL



IN PARTICULAR: 209

Caromet, thus prepared, will prove fafe and excel-
lent, not only for internal, but efpecially for exter-
~ nal ufe, either in powder, or fufpended in fimple
water or fome mucilaginous folution ; occafionally

- alfo a drachm of it may be mixed with four ounces of

~ lime-water, -under the name of lotio fyphilitica nigra,
- to diftinguifh it from the ltip fyphilitica flava, made
- with corrofive fublimate and lime-water. Calomel,
when well prepared, muft give the lime-water a black
colour, as corrofive fublimate does a yellow. Calomel,
thus prepared, may: li_kewiﬁ, occafionally, be ufeful-
ly appiied in the manner recommended by the late
Mr. Glare, who recommended to rub it into the gums
or infide of the cheek, from twe to three grains eve-
~ry morning and evening. It would be by far the
eafieft method of adminiftering mercury to thofe pa-
tients who cannot bear mercurial preparations upon
_their ftomach, and diflike to make ufe of the mercu-
. rial frictions. It labours, however, under a material
objection, that it foon produces a ptyalifm.

Dr. Ward's white drop, being a folution of mer-
cury in nitrous acid, precipitated and rediffolved by
fal ammoniac, comes likewife under this head, and
proves, in fome cafes, a valuable medicine.

THE bydrargyrum vitriolatum, or calx hydrargyri
vitriplata, comonly called turpeth mineral, or mercu-
rius emeticus flavus, is a medicine now very little
ufed, except by thofe who think a mercurial vomit
preferable to one of emetic tartar oripecacuanha, for
~curing a {welled tefticle arifing from a venereal caufe.
Some inftances, however, I have feen, where this

Dd medicing,
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medicine, given daily in very {mall dofes, effectually
removed moft obftinate venereal complaints of the
kin. |

I comz, laftly, to fpeak of a medicine, which, fome
time ago, and even yet, is made ufe of by many for *

- the cure of the lues; I miean Plumimer's powder or
pills ; which, properly {peaking, are notamercurial §
preparation, but a mechanical mixture of mercurius
dulcis and fulphur of antimony. = I have already ob-
ferved, that mercurius dglcis, when prepared by fu-
blimation, is a very different medicine in different
countries and places ; that it is therefore a medicine
not to be depended upon : for this reafon, I never
‘would advife any pradtitioner, as well for his own
- fatisfaction, as that of his patient, to truft to Plummer’s
pills for curing the venereal difeafe. Plummer has
compounded the calomel with {ulphur of antimony, 3
probably for the purpofe which fiill feems to be ex-
pe&ed by thofe who make ufe of this compofition,
viz. by means of the fulphut to prevent falivation,
and to direct the mercury to the {kin. This feems.
efpecially to be the defign in cutaneous eruptions o
the venereal kind. But t]mugh this medicine may
fometimes be effectual in removing cutaneous difor-
ders, I muft, from my own experience, as well as
from that of feveral other unprejudiced practitioners, §
pronounce it to be a very improper one for curing &
confirmed lues. Repeated inflances, indeed, have
come under my obfervation, where thefe pills having
been taken for a confiderable time, have removed the:
fymptoms for a time, without effedting a radical cure; 1

which 1s to me a ['ufﬁment reafon for thimking it ane ¥
unfafe
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ny patients of different ages and conflitutions, in dif-
ferent climates, who have been under my care, I
have not only not found one who required falivation,
~ but I have, on the contrary, conftantly obferved,
that the greater the falivation, the lefs certain aad
effectual was the cure of the lues. This 1s {o true,
that even the modern advocates for falivation una-
nimoufly confefs, that a firong falivation is hurt-
ful, and that only a gentle one fhould be raifed.
Could I allow this to be right,. I would obferve, that
to flop, or even to moderate, a falivation once be-
gun, is in many cafes more eafily faid than accem-
plithed. This is often entirely out of our power; and
it is yet one of the great defiderata in medicine, to
know a f{pecificremedy that will produce {fuch an ef-
fe. ' This is o little in our power, that I have feen
more than once patients carried ofl by falivation (their
{trength being totally exhaufted), before it could be
leffened or flopt by any remedy whatfoever. Others
who did not fink entirely under it, remained languid
from the evacuation for monthsand even years; and
{feveral I have feen die, on a confumption brought
on by fuch a courfe. Befides, a falivation is not on-
ly very troublefome to the patient, by {pitting day
and night, and by filling the room with a very difa-
greeable {fmell ; but frequently alfo produces pain-
- ful ulcers in the mouth, fauces; &c. which, if not
taken care of in time, or being miftaken for vene-
real ones, by continuing the ufe of mercury, be-
come more dangerous than the venereal difeale itfelf;

IT may feem furprifing, therefore, how fuch a
dangerous method of attemptirig the cure of the ve-

nereal
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nereal difeale as that by falivation fhould ftill be re.
tained and pradéifed in fome hofpitals. The three
following reafons, indeed, I have heard alleged.
1. To confine the patients with a clap or lues to the
room, and to preévent them from getting a frefh in-
fetion before they are cured of the firft. 2. To get
rid‘of {uch poor patients in a month or five weeks, in
‘order to take others in their place into the hofpital,
who are treated and fent'away in the {fame manner. .
3. Becaufe many of the lower clafs of people have
an unhappy prejudice in favour of this method, and
imagine they cannot be radically cured without what
they call a good and continued falivation. Thefe
reaflons, however, appear to me wholly infufficient.
To prevent the patients from getting a‘ frefh infec~
tion, better means might be eafily followed. With
regard to the fecond point, I think it more reafon-
able, and more humane, to cure a fialler number of -
patients radically without falivation, even though a
longer time fhould be taken up for the cure, than to
relieve the complaints of a great number in a f{horter
time by fuch an uncertain, troublefome, and fome-
times dangeraus method. We may add to this, that
experience daily thows, that a number of thofe pa-
tients who feem to be cured by the ceflation of the
fj'mﬁtcms'.dltring a falivation, very frequently return
in a fhort time after to the hofpital with the fame
{ymptoms they were affected with before, or find
themfelves obliged to feek affiftance fomewhere elfe,
at the fame time that they folemnly proteft againit
their having ekpofed themfelves to a new infection.
The third reafon alleged in favour of falivation is the
worft of all. I am of opinion, that no perfon of in-
tegrity,
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tegrity, who practifes medicine, fhould ever comply
with the prejudices of his patients when they may
be hurtful to them, or when he knows that by a
contrary method he is able to cure them with greater
certainty and fafety. Befides, it will be an ealy
matter for a phyfician or furgeon, who knows how
to gain the confidence of his patient, to convince
him of the folly of fuch prejudices. Salivation, there-
fore, being, in my opinion, an exceptionable method
of cure in any circumftances whatever, I think.ic,
in all cafes, moft prudent to avoid it; or, if it fhould
have taken place, to moderate and remove it as
ipeedily as poffible.

TrE method of preventing a falivation I have laid
‘down above, when fpeaking on niercurial frictions.
The means to be ufed for this purpofe are fhortly the
- following. 1. A careful adminiftration of mercury
both as to its preparation and dofe. 2. The avoiding
cold or damp air, efpecially at night. 3. The ufe
of warm clothes; or, in a cold damp {feafon or cli
mate, the conftant wearing of flannel next the {kin.
4. The repeated ufe of warm baths, and the inter-
nal ufe of diaphoretic, 'or diuretic deco®ions along
- with the mercury. 5. The avoiding too hot rooms

and confined air. 6. Covering the neck and head
but very {lightly day or night. 7. Taking a dofe of
“gentle cooling phyfic, and intermitting the ufe of
the mercury as {foon as the breath and teeth begin
to be affected. 8. If the patient be not of a phlogil-
tic habit of body, a free diet, with the moderate ufe’

of wine, is to be ordered, rather than a low one.
Smmkmg tobacco fliould alfo be avoided, during a
; courle
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" be cold. If his frength and conttitution will allow,
. ‘we may adminifter him a gentle laxative; but we
ought to be careful about preferibing purgatives, be-
caufe they will often bring on a diatrhoea, which we
thall find fometimes great difficulty to ftop, and .
which may prove dangerous in its confequencés. “If
~ his ftrength will bear it, he fhould likewife, for four
or five days, be placed every evening in a warm bath,
rubbing his body during that time with a'fle(h-brufh
or piece of flannel; and when he comes out of the
bath, he is to drefs himfelf again immediately in flan-
" nel-cloaths. If phlogiftic fymptoms occur, bleeding
may be neceflary ; the patient is to be confined to a
~ low diet, and drink barley-water or any other muci-
laginous decoion ; but if his ftrength be very much
reduced, a good nourifhing diet, together with the
- ufe of wine, an infufion of Peruvian bark, or guaffia-
- wood in wine or cinnamon-water, with fome prepa-
ration of iren, and the free countty air, are certainly
more proper. If the air be dry, he fhould not con-
fine himfelf to his room, but go abroad a little, un-
" lefs it be very cold. When the falivary dudts are
very much relaxed, the mouth not very painful, and
the f{pitting continues undiminifhed, an aftringent
gargle may, with proper precautions, be prefcribed.
- It may be made of the decoction of Peruvian bark,
of tormentilla eretla, or of the cortex falicis albe, in
red wine ot water; to which, according to circum-
ftances, may be added fome tinéture of gum-lac or
of myrrh and heney of rofes. Common {ulphur has
now and then a very good effect for relieving a fali-
vation. The fulphur of antimony has been recom-
mended in {uch cafes as a diaphoretic. An eminent

Ee phyfician
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CHAP. XVI

©n particular VENEREAL COMPLAINTS, which re-
guzre a peculiar Mfi&ﬂd of Cure,

I. Onthe VENEREAL OPHTHALMIA,

T uere are two diftinét {pecies of venereal opthal-
mia. The one feems to be more of a chronic kind,
comes on gradually, and arifes from a tainted mafs.
The other is the moft acute, violent, and dangerous
pfany ophthalmia I know of : it comes on fuddenly,
and owes its origin, as far as I have been able to ob-
ferve, to a fudden retropulfion of a recent venereal
clap.—I have feen three inftances of this dreadful
diforder, every one of which proved fatal to the fight
of the fufferer. In two cafes, both eyes were affect-
ed with blindnefs; in the third, one was affected
immediately, and feveral years after the fight of the
other was likewife loft, without any other apparent
caufe. All old practitioners with whom I have con-
verfed about this dreadful complaint, and who have
obferved it feveral times in their practice, were of
opinion that it always originated from a retropulfed
recent clap, by way of metaftafis. In the three ca-
fes which I juft mentioned, the difeafe was certainly
accompanied with a fuppreflion of the clap: but whe-
ther that fuppreflion was the caufe of the ophthal-
pna, I was not able to determine with certainty

¥ eg and
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and am much lefs capable to account for fuch a me-
taftafis: though great connection fubfifts between
the eyes and the parts of generation. '

But whatever may be the caufe of thefe ophthal-
mies, the fact is this. In the three inftances which
came under my obfervation, the difeafe arofe in a
cold climate in winter, after the patient, affected
with a recent clap, had been expofed to violent cold
in the open air. None of them had ever had any
complaint in the eyes before. The difcharge from
the urethra was evidently diminifhed or abolifhed.
In the mean while, a difcharge of a puriform matter
of a yellowith-green colour, refembling that ofa clap,
took place from the eyes, with the moft excrucia-
ting pain, which was rendered infupportable on the
leaft application of light. The {fame matter. which
“ran out of the eyes, feemed, as far as I was able to
{ee by forcing up the eye- -lid, to be extravafated in
fhe whole anterior chamber of the eye, and, as it
were, infiltrated between the lamellas of the cornea
tranfparens. All remedies which were applied pro-
ved ineffectual, and perpetual blindnefs was thf: con-
fequence : .

As cafes of this kind may be inftructive, I fhall
tranfcribe one of them from my Medical Journal.
The patient, a young man of a ftrong dark com-
plexion, of twenty-nine years of age, a captain in
the army, was ordered on guard in the month of Ja-=
nuary, whilft he was afflicted with a recent, violent:
clap. Unfortunately the day was exceflively cold,
and he was by duty much expofed to the open aif
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-all day and the evening : in the night he found him-
{elf at once afflicted in both eyes with the moft ex-
cruciating paih, and intolerance of the f{malleft de-
gree of light; to which next day followed a dicharge
of puriform matter from both eyes. Upon infpedtion,
the albuginea was every where highly inflamed, and
very much fwelled. The phyfician who was called
applied, befides the common remedies, fuch as bleed-
ings, purgatives, &c. a fomentation of herﬂlnck
On the third day, upon a clofer examination, the
cornea was found entirely opaque, and an hypnpyuu
formed ; no ulceration appeared. The ufe of hem-
Jock was ordered to be continued. Some days after,
the inflammation and running gbated ; but the cor-
nea remained opaque, feemed to be very much thick-
ened, and the patient remained perfeétly blind. In
this patient, I clearly faw the arteries of the cornea
tran{parens, coming from the albuginea, inflamed,
and fo filled with red blood, as if inje¢ted like an a-
natomical preparation, even till the fifth week of the
diforder.

I~ none of the three cafes which I had accefs to
obferve, any remedy was applied by the pra&itién;
ers to reftore the running of the clap; nor was there
an incifion made into the corpea to difcharge the ex-
travafaied matter: The only two remedies from
which I would expeé any efficacious relief in fuch
an ophthalmy, befides the general and topical evacu-
ations by purgatives, leeches, blifters, &c. with the
internal and external ufe of mercury, |

I was once inclined to believe, that this kind of
ophthalmia
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ophthalmia does perhapsarife from ﬁncleanlin&fs,whea
the patient affected with a clap, or fhankers in the

genitals, touching thofe parts, and afterwards, with-

out wathing the hands, touches his eyes. I have
certainly {een ophthalmies, and venereal ulcers of
the eye-lids, noftrils, lips, more than once arifing

from fuch careleflnefs: but in thefe cafes I have ne-

ver obferved an inflammation but in one eye, and it

was always far from being fo violent as the kind juft

mentioned ; and, like ophthalmies arifing from a

tainted mafs, gave way to the topical appheatmn of

the blue ointment ; which, together with the inter-

nal ufe of mercury, is indeed the fovereign remedy
for feveral ophthalmies.

TuE chronic venereal ophthalmies arifing from a
tainted mafs, prove, in many cafes, extremely obfti-
nate for many weeks and months. They require, be-
fides a very low diet, a regular mercurial courfe, ef-

pecially with fublimate, if the patient can bear it; °

repeated purgings; and in fome cafes, efpecially iff
the eye-lid be the part affected, the external ufe of
the mercurial ointment, or what is, according to the
obfervations of Dr. Cullen, more preferable, the ci-
trine ointment rubbed down with double the quan-
tity of hog’s lard, in.order to render it lefs acrid.
Laudanum dropped into the affeted eye gives fome-
times the moft evident relicf. Bathing the eye with
a weak folution of {fublimate, or with the lac hydrar-
gyratum four or {ix times a-day is likewife fervice-
able

II. On
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II. On VENEREAL DEAFNESS.

I nave feen feveral inftances where deafnefs, with
a violent pain of the ear, was brought on by venereai
ulcers affecting the orifice of the Euftachian tube in
the fauces ; and I have met with one inftance, where
a perfect deafnefs was the confequence of a ftopped

- difcharge of a clap by the internal ufe of turpentine.,

The patient had had no fhankers, nor any other vene-
real complaint ever before.

III. G VENEREAL SoRE-THROAT.

~ Venerear fore throats, aswell as venereal ulcers
of the mouth and fauces, fhould, as I mentioned a-
bove, be carefully diftinguithed from (corbutic ones,
or from thofe originating from the faliva rendered a-
erid by mercury ; and more efpecially from thofe
which, though really venereal in their origin, have
now changed their nature, and acquired a charaer
entirely different from the original diféafe, as by con-
tinuing the ufe of mercury, the patient may be ma-

_terially, and perhaps irrecoverably, hurt. Pra@ical

judgment muft be our only fure guide in that cafe.
Deep ulcers covered with a white lardaceous cruft,
and confined by a hard elevated border, with a firong
rediels round about them, will, I think, feldom mif-
lead if they are treated as venereal. Venereal ulcers
in the throat are fometimes feated {o low down, and
fidewards, that we cannot eafily difcover them at
firft fight, and thence we are foinetimes led to mif-
take the nature of the dugrder. An account of the

following
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following cafes may perhaps be ufeful to young prac-
titioners,

A GENTLEMAN of 2 ftrung piethnrm conftitutior,
fifty-five years of age, was affeéted with a fore throat
and fever. The phyfician, after examining his throat
and pulfe, otdered bleeding, with an antiphlogiftic
gargle and purge; when the difeafe not abating eight
-days after, another practitioner was called, who re-
peated bleeding, purging, and ordered a different -
gargle, from the ufe of which the patient found him-
{elf better. At the expiration of feven weeks, when
he felt, as he exprefled himfelf, the difeafe was not
quite gone, 1 was confulted. After the former pre-
{criptions were fhown to me, I examined his throat;
and though I could not difcover any ulcer, told him
1 fufpe@ed a venereal caufe; which he hardly would
agree to, telling me that he had no venereal com-
plaint thefe many years paft, and that fince that time
he had enjoyed the moft perfed ftate of health. I
defired to examine his throat once more; which he
readily complied with, though he was one of thofe
perfons who, with the greateft difliculty, canlet their
throat be examined: with a wax taper in one hand,
and deprefling the reot of the tongue by means of a
large fpatula das much as poffible with the other, I‘flr
difcovered very low down on the right fide, a deep
but fmall venereal ulcer, which had efcaped my .
fight at firft, and would now have done fo, had Ii
not examined the throat with {uch peculiar care:"’g
Upon mentioning to him the evident caufe of his dif=
order, my advice was complied with; and after the

internal ufe of mercury for eight days, his fore throat
was
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~was perfectly gone, and by continuing it a month
Jonger, a radical cure was obtained.

Tue other patient was a lady of rank. She had
‘but firft felt a flight difficulty in {wallowing within
a few days, which, being frofty, fhe alcribed it to a
cold. I immediately, upon infpeion, difcovered
the caufe of the diforder; and, as women have always
a right to the greateft delicacy and fecrecy of a phy-
fician, without afking her any queftions, I ordered
her to keep her throat warm, and promifed to- fend
her fome medicine which would relieve her in a few
days; and the fame was afterwards, under another
torm and pretence, ordered to be continued for a few
weeks longer, till I thought her perfectly fafe.

Last fummer, I was confulted at Paris by a young
gentleman, of about twenty-eight years of age, about
afore thrpat for which he had taken advice and me-
dicines already, for the {pace of three weeks, with-
out any relief. I told him, that, from the very ap-
pearance of his face and eyes, I {ufpected quite 3
different caufe of his diforder than he had hitherto
imagined ; which indeed was moft evidently con-
firmed by a large venereal ulcer; which, upon in-

{pection, I found feated very low down behind the
velum. He then gave me the following account:
‘That he had been affeéted with a violent clap two
years ago when he was at Venice, which, for a par-
ticular reafon, he had wifhed to be removed or ftop-
ped as foon as poffible; that, for this purpofe, he
was recommended by a frierd of his to a furgeon in
that place, who was in pofeflion of an injection, which

Fi had
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had that infallible effe®. That this furgeon com-
plied with his defire, though with relucance; and
foretold him, that, fome time after being cured thus
haftily by his injeclion, the venereal difeafe would
break out in fome other part of the body; affuring
him, that he had feen the fame effect, from the fame
remedy, happen in feveral other patients who ap-
plied to him in the fame manner he did. That he
neglected this caution; that the running was per-
feéily ftepped in 48 hours; and that he had never
thought more about it, hawng been perfectly free
from venereal as well as any other complaints ever
fince. This cafe was to me a very inftructive one.
Firft, it thows how In:-ng the venereal poifon lies fome-
times eoncealed in the mafs, without producing any
fenﬁh]e effects ;- And, fucr:mdl}f, it ewdtnt]y con-

which pmduccs a Glap, nﬂy be, and is muf’c ﬁm]ur:nt-
ly, the very fame with that of the {yphilis; and that,
if abforbed into the mafs, it therefore produces the
fame effeds. Bat, lai’dy, it alfo fhows, which I
could not have expected 4 priori, that a recent clap '
may fometimes be ftopped or repelled, without pro- i
ducing fwelled tefticles, ifchury, ftrictures, or any
other immediate effecis in the mafs. ¢ |

|
|
|

vENERE;'LL ulcers of the throat regu:rt: fometimes,

befides a c{:-urfe of mercmy, topical applicatiops

fuch as injections or gargles made of a folution {}f'. _

fublimate mixed, according to circumftances, with |
the fincture of maftich, &c. But if the ulcers are’

owing to the acrimony of the faliva, they ought to~

be kept conflantly clean, and mercury fhould be
2 diﬁ:nntmued+
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dlfcontlnued If they arife neither from the one or |
the other of the caufes juit mentioned, but are of
that peculzar nature defcribed above under the head
of Venereal Ulcers, they require, inftead of mercury,
the internal and external ufe ‘of opium. Powerful
tonics, internally as well as externally, in a gargle,
liave been found very ufeful in fuch cafes.

IV. On Venerear CoMPLAINTS of the SKIN.

Curaxtous diforders of a venereal natire, fuch as
venereal tetters,. venereal fcald-head, venereal le-
- profy, &c. are often very obftinate. It isin thefe
ﬂomplamts properly, where the folution of fi uhhmate,
given internally, proves now and then excellent; and
I think I have obferved, that it often effeé ua]ly. re-
moves the difeafe of the {kin without removing radi-
cally the lues: This, at leaft, I affert with regard to
colder climates; as towarmer climates, I know cer-
tainly many patients who have been radically cured

- of the fyphilis by the fublimate alone.

Besipes the internal ufe of the fublimate, warm
baths made with a decoction of bran, in every gal-
lon of which half a drachm of {ublimate is to be dif-
folved, gently rubbing at the fame time the affected’
. part, have fometimes proved to me very ufeful. For
niore confirmed venereal complaints of the fkin, the
topical application of the folution of the fublimate,
 the citrine ointment fometimes alone, and fometimes
 with the addition of the faturnine, have fucceeded in
tetters, tinea, &c. where all other remedies proved
effectual, - The decotum Lufitanicum, the decoc-
¥l tion
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tion of the ftipites dulcamarz, of the mezereum root
and efpecially that of the lobelia {yphilitica, deferve,,
for thefe as well as other obitinate and inveterate ve-
nereal complaints, in my opinion, a much greater
attention than is ufually paid to them. I have feen

2 moft obftinate and inveterate difeafe of the fkin, of

a venereal nature, cured by a folution of turbeth mi-
neral in fmall dofes, where all other remedies failed.
Some phyficians pretend to have feen great fuccefs
alfo from arfenic ; but I never tried this latter.—The
decoctum (yphiliticum roborans is, in many cafes, &
fovereign medicine. The infufum ledi paluftris has
proved very effetual in many cafes of leprofy in
Sweden: but it ought to be ebferved, as a general .
rule, that without the ufe of warm emollient baths,
or vapour-baths, all thefe medicines will often fail in:
producing the defired effect

V. On VENEREAL EXCRESCENCES.

VenEreaL excrefcences on the furface of the fkin,
known by the different names, warts, tubercles con-
dylomata, ficus, marifca, &e. arife either from an-o-
riginal infecion, in which cafe we confider them as
a local difeafe, and preferibe local remedies; or they
originate from a tainted mafs, which indeed is more
frequently the cafe, and then a full mercurial courfe
will make them difappear, fometimes, without any
external application. But frequently external reme-
dies are likewife requifite. Cauftics have been re-
commended for that purpofe: they are now and then |
employed with fuccefs; but in {fome cafes I have
feen them produclive of bad effects. Excifion has.
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been likewife recommended, and is fometimes ne-
ceffary; but I have feen f{everal inftances where, af-
ter thefe excrefcences had been cut out repeatedly
(even after a full courfe of mercurials), they grew
again and again, fometimes to a larger fize than they
had formerly. To prevent this regeneration, {eve-
ral remedies have been propofed; of which, in all
obftinate cafes that have come under my obfervation,
I have obferved only two or three which were fuc-
cefsfully employed, after the mafs had been previ-
oufly perfedly purified. The one confifts in mercu~
rial fumigations, the other in the application of the
juniperus fabina L. either by itfelf in the form of a
powder, or mixed with red precipitate in the form
of an ointment; and the third is the liquor ad con-
dylomata, lately propofed by Mr. Plenck. I have ap-
plied it once or twice a-day with a hair pencil, in fe-
veral cafes, with very good effect. In cafes where a
great number of fmall warts had fprung up about
the genitals, the {olution of {fublimate in fimple wa-
ter or lime-water f have obferved {fometimes to fuc-
ceed perfectly well. If warts have a {mall bafis, and
are but few in number, the beft remedy is a ligature
made tighter every day. I have {een a man with fe-
veral hundred little warts upon the part of the chin
where the beard grows, and underftood his difeafe to
be owing to an ill-treated lues.

VI. On VenersaL WEARNESS, or IMPOTENCY,

Tis complaint, though not dangerous, is very
alarming, and venders the mind of the patient ex-
tremely unealy, 1 have repeatedly obferved it; but,

| in
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ini a particular manner, in one patient, who feveral
months before had been affected with a violent clap;
of which, at laft, he was cured, after having under=
gnne a tedious and very improper treatment. The
only remaining fymptom was now a total inability
and want of defire of venery, which rendered him
extremely low-{pirited. On canfultmg me, I judged
the cﬁmplamt to proceed from the venereal poifon
lurking in the body, and prefcribed him a mercurial
courfe, and afterwards fome tonic medicines, with
'twc- tea-fpoonfuls of Hoffmans’s anodyne liquormorn-
ing and evening. He was likewife ordered to wath
the fcrotum and' {permatic cord twice a-day with a-
table-fpoonful of the fame liquor mixed with fome
water: in three weeks time he had ﬁlfﬁment reafon
to be as high-fpirited as ever. |

L R S

| VII. On VENEREAL Pains, Seasms; €9e.

Fixep or wandering pains, arifing in different parts
of the body, are generally afcribed, by all patients
who were formerly affeéted with the lues, to the re-
mains of the venereal poifon in the mafs. Thisis in-
deed fometimes the cafe; but it ought to be obfer-
ved, that thofe pains, fo generally aferibed to the
venereal poifon, are often owing to very different
caufes; which, if not properly diftinguiflied, we fhall
find ourfelves frequently difappointed in the effedls
“of the remedies preferibed.

Paixs fimilar to venereal ones are often the effecls
of the improper ufe of Mercury. thefe cafes ought
to be carefully diftinguifthed in pralice ; becaule, if

the

5
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the venereal difeafe has not been radically Qu_red,,_angl
the pains arife from ahalf-cured lues, the ufe of merca-
Iy will be neceffary to complete the cure, (though the
' paticnt will often be of a contrary opinion, confider-
ing the length of urne and quantity of mercury he
" has already taken); whereas, if the venereal virus
has been radically cured, the ufe of mercury will prove
evidently hurtful. I know patients -who, having
made ufe of mercury repeatedly in their younger days
for feveral venereal complaints, find themfelves now,
whenever they take the leaft quantity of mercury,
con&anﬂv affected with the mnﬂ: violent theumatic
pains in dzfﬂrent parts of the body. Authors, who
. have mentioned this latter difeafe, generaﬂy alcribe it
. tothe mercury ladged in the bones; nay, there are e-
. ven examples recorded in medical hiftory, whﬂre mer-
cury had been found, after the death of fuch patients,
| colletted in globules in different parts of the body,
| efpecially in the bones and their cavities. What-
ever credit may be given to thoefe affertions, it is cer-
tain, that we may generally, and {fometimes pretty
eafily, cure thofe patients by proper regimen, warm
baths, and by adminiftering, at the fame time, inter-
nally, proper tonic medicines, either alone, or united
with ﬂﬂtlfﬂﬂﬂlﬂ]ﬁ_ But if Lhn[TE pains, inftead of be-
ing of the chronic kind, arife from a fudden check
of perfpiration during a a mercurial courfe, the ufe
of tonic medicines would be improper, In feveral
defperate cafes of this kind, where the body {feemed
as if it was affected with a general fpafm or tetanus,
I have found, befides the warm bath, efpecially the
~ vapour-bath, the fulphur of antimony, united with
the extract of hemlock, a moft efficacious remedy,
given
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given to the quantity of fifteen grains of each a-day,
Dover’s powder, with a proper regimen, proves fnme-
times, in this cale, as well as in rheumatifm, a very
ferviceable medicine.

" " -
.l.-.'_.t-—-—'«-l-

‘VIII. On Vexereal CoMPLAINTS of the Bones.

THe bones are feldom affected by the venereal poi-
fon, but in a confirmed or neglected lues. 1 have 3
feen, however, one inftance where the patient, be-
ing affected with a fhanker on the glans, wasattack-
ed the fifth day after with a confiderable fwelling in
the lower part of the ulna.—In thefe cafes, the long- .'
er the difeafe is neglected, the more difficult and te-
dious is the cure ; and of all others, the caries, or ul-
ceration of the external furface, and the corruption of *
the internal cavity of the bones, are the moft difa-"|
Igreea‘r;sle and tedious. #

ber, that they cannot bF: cured unt:l the pmfon hé.
totally eradicated from the mafs. Topical applica-
tions feem to have very little effect; though the
_ effential oil of faflafras has been recommended by
fome. Mr. Plenck recommends a lotion compofed of
effentia maftichina, corrofive fublimate, and honey .
of rofes. Befidés this, he directs the internal ufe 0,
the Peruvian bark, and mercury mixed with afafee-
tida, together with a decoction of farfaparilla, united =
with mezereum and cicuta: by thefe, he fays, thats
he cured feveral perfons of the diforders juft men- |

‘tioned, i

VENEREAL
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VENEREAL exoftofes and tophi, efpecially thofe in
the middle of the tabia, fternum, and bones of the
head, will fometimes, efpecially at night, give the
moft excrueiating pain. In thefe cafes, I Have ob-
ferved no good effect from any topical application
whatever. Mercury, blifters, or an incifion, have
been recommended for this purpofe; but the faline
mercurial preparations are the medicines moft to be
depended upon, together with the decoctions of the
woods, efpecially the decoftum mezerei, the athiops
antimonialis of Huxham ; according-to circumftan-

' ces, opium in large dofes, may be'likewife tried in
. obftinate cafes.

‘ Or the extraordinary fragility of the bones men-
 tioned by fome writers as proceeding frnm a vene-
| real caufe, I have never feen an inftance; though it
may not be improper to mention one cafe which, I

| think, may be referred to this head: A man broke
. his tibia by a fall; but after the beft treatment of the
fracture, and twelve weeks confinement, upon ex-
amination it was found, that no calus was formed,
and the broken- bone remained nearly as loofe as at
firft. After a clofe inquiry and confultation, the ve-
nereal poifon was fufpa&éd, and a courfe of mercury
prefcribed; which fucceeded fo well, that in a few
months after the patient was perfectly cured,

Gg CHAP.
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€ HAP. XVIL

On Complicated VENEREAL CoMpLAINTS, and fuchgs
bave been fufpected lo be of the Syphiitic Kind, "

T this clafs belong fyphilitic complaints, juine&,:
with fea-fcurvy, pfnra, leprofy, rheumatifin, gout,
and fcrophula,

THe difeafe called the Sibbens in Scotland, was |
fuppofed by fome to be a complication of the vene- §
real difeafe with the itch; but I have referred it un-
der the fyphilis, efpecially as its {ymptoms are fo °
nearly related to the new venereal difeafe of Canada.
See Chap. XII,

Sypnrvis with fea-fcurvy requires the ufe of antifcor-
butic and ftren gthening diet or medlcmes previous
to the ufe of mercury. F

 SyrHILIS with Jeprofy requires warm baths, the de-
co¢tum {yphiliticum roborans, or the decoctum cor--
ticis ulmi with antimonials,

SypuiLis with rbeumatifm is beft relieved by warm .:":
baths, the vapour bath, together with the ufe of the
fleth-brufh, and the mternal ufe of the decoGum lig-
norum, efpr:cm]?t}r the decotum of guaiac and wthi-
ops antimonialis of Huxbam. | _;
SYPHILIS
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SypuiLis with ferophula is relieved by {fea-bathing
and fea-water taken internally. Hemlock united with
the Peruvian bark have been found fuccefsful in fome
cafes. In places where the patient has no accefs to
the fea, we may prepare artificial {ea-water com-

" pounded of the fame conftituent parts as fea-water,
by mixing to five pints of water two ounces and 433
grains of pure common falt, 380 grains of magnefia,
muriata, and 45 grains of terra calcarea vitriolata or

gyplum.

Tae Yaws is only a local excrefcence or external
cutaneous difeale, entirely different from the lues;
the cure of which is often performed by nature, with-
out any internal or external medicine, but may be,
according to the obfervdtions of Dr. Nooth, acceleras
ted by lint dipped into a folution of blue vitriol if
water, frequently applied to the partd.

Wauetner the Mal dé Siam, the Variola Amboinen-
Jis, and a difeafe nearly fimilar to this latter, defcri-
bed lately by Dr. Schotte, to which the negroes at
Senagambia are {ubject, belong to the head of {yphi-
litic complaings, I am uncertain.

Gga " CHAP.
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CHAP. XVIIIL

On VENEREAL CoMPLAINTS difguifed, fuch as CoNsump-
TioN, RuHEUMATISM, FEVERS, &cC,

SDME perfons formerly affeCted with venereal com-
plaints, of which they have been apparently cured
_ {everal months, nay fometimes feveral years, grow
emaciated, begin to cough, and are affefted with

~ hectic fever, and other fymptoms which accompany

a confumption or a phthyfis pulmonalis. Thefe com-
plaints are often miftaken and afcribed to fome other
caufe, and medicines ordered for the moft part with-
out any fuccefs. Sometimes, likewife, the diforder
arifes from the prepofterous ufe or too large quantities
of mercury. I have feen feveral inftances where a

hedic fever with cough, and fometimes even with a~

" .
i

puriform expectoration, far from owing its origin to

an ulceration of the lungs, arofe from a latent vene-
real poifon, without any other venereal {ymptom in

the body. The fame has been obferved by others; ¥
and Mr Brambilla relates a cafe, which fhows fucha =
ftriking inftance of the kind, that I fhall tranfcribe ©
it here. An eleétuary, he fays, was preflcribed fora
confumptive man, who was in a defperate fituation.
By a miftake of the apothecary, the ele@uary was
given to a venereal patient to rub himfelf with, and *
the mercurial ointment, inftead of the eleGtuary, was
fent to the confumptive patient to take it internally.

The confumptive man, knowing nothing of the mif-

take,
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take, took a quantity of the ointment, about the big-
nefs of a nutmeg, two or three times a-day, and was
effeGtually cured of his diforder, to the no {mall fur-
prife of his phyfician, who learned by chance from
the apothecary the miftake that had happened. This
miftake was certainly a very happy one for the pa-
tient; and though it might be doubted whether the

confumption proceeded froma venereal caufe, it proves
 however evidently that it yielded to mercury. Ihad
 feveral patients of this kind who were radically cured
- of confumption by adminiftering to them nothing but
a courfe of mercury.—The farfaparilla in powder,
from half an ounce to an ounce in a-day, has been
found ufeful in feveral cafes of this kind.

Agues, or intermittent fevers, have alfo been ob-
ferved by Dr Wherlhof and others, either to be pro-
duced by the venereal virus, or concomitant with the.
- venereal difeafe ; and mercury, combined with the
. bark, has been given with fuccefs in thofe cafes. Per-
haps fome of the fevers cured by Dr. Lyfon, with
calomel, have been of the fame kind,

¥LyiNG rheumatic pains, violent beadachs, and pain
m the bip, fometimes originate from this fource.
The warm bath, with fome faline preparations of
mercury, with the decodtion of (he flipites dulcama.
1z, I have feen cure diforders of this kind, which
refifted every other medicine. Mercury, with the
decoction of daphne mezereum, or of daphne laure-
ola, L. has alfo been recommended as a very effica-
cious medicine for thofe complaints, P

GHAP.
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CHAP XIX.

On VENEREAL CoMPLAINTS dricurable by MERCURY.

I save already {poken fo fully concerning the nature
and cure of thele complaints under the different heads
of Venereal Ulcers, Exulcerated Buboes, Venereal Sore
Throat, Difeafes of the Skin, Venereal Pains, and ef-
pecially in the chapter where I confidered the rea-
fons why fomie venereal complaints do not yield to
mercury, that very little remains to be added hiere.

I musT only obferve, that I have found moft, if notall,

of thefe complaints admit of great relief, or évenof a
radical cure; and that the great point for accomplifh-
ing this defirable end, lies lefs in thefe complaints
themfelves, than in an exaét knowledge of their na-

ture. This certainly requires fometimes more prac-
tical fagacity than 1s generally imagined. The great

objet is, to diftinguith exa@ly; fir/?, whether thofe
runnings, ulcers, cutaneous eruptions, pains, &c.
are really of a venereal nature ; I mean, whether they

owe their origin really to the venereal poifon, or ra-

ther to fome other caufe widely different; o, fecondly,
whether they are the effects of mercury; or, what is
perhaps of the greateft confequence, thirdly, whether,

from having been originally owing to the venereal

virus, they now, by time or other circumftances with
which we are not yet {ufficiently acquainted, have

¢hanged their nature. Inwhich cafe, inftead of yield-
' ing
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ing to the power of mercury, they feem to be not on-
ly in every degree exacerbated by that remedy ; but
likewife, if its ufe be imprudently infifted on, will at
laft prove fatal to the patient. In proof of this, I
have adduced, under the above mentioned heads, {e-
veral ftriking, and, as I think, convincing inftances.
And thofe of my readers who are particularly inter-
efted in this fubjet may find a good many more in
My. Fabre's Supplement to his Treatife on the Venereal
Difeafe. 1 now proceed to the confideration of thofe
medicines which I have hitherto found moft efficaci-
ous in removing thefe dreadful and obftinate com-
plaints, |

To diftinguith eomplaints arifing from mercury
rom real venereal ones, great judgment is often re-
uired. I have feen patients who complained of rheu-
natic pains, pains of the bones, headachs, {palms in
ifferent parts, and trembling of the extremities, &c.
wing, as they thought, to the enormous quantity of
ercury they had taken; whom, however, after a
-areful inquiry, I have effectually cured by giving
hem more mercury ; becaufe I found that the ob-
inacy of their prefent complaints, though really ve-
ereal, was owing to an improper preparation of mer-
ury made ufe of, or to a proper preparation impro-
erly admimftered ; which being evacuated by ftool,
livation, or immoderate {weats, as faft asit was given,
ereby, though taken for a great length of time, and
confiderable quantities, could never exert its pro-
er effect upon the poifon lodged in the body.

Diseases are often incurable by mercury, on ac-
count



240 VENEREAL COMPLAINTS

count of their miftaken nature. I have obferved :
bove, that claps, ulcers, and buboes, may, and do of. {
ten arife from a caufe very different from the venes
real; and that, in this cafe, they are ndt unfrequently.
miftaken by fuperficial pradtitioners for venereal com=
plaints, where there never was as much as a thadow
of any {yphilitic poifon in the cafe. It is, therefor =-1'.;
no wonder, that they find, in fuch inftances, all the
mercurial preparations, tried often one after the o
ther, prove, if not hurtful or fatal, at leaft perfectly
ufelefs to the patient. I have mentioned under the
different heads, how thofe complaints are to be dif
tinguifhed and treated; and therefore find it fuper
fluous to repeat any thing further about them.

Tuere are difeafes whicharife from ill-treated claps
or gleets, and prove obftinate ‘and incurable till wes
bring on a running. In thofe cafes, where the dif=:
eafe is not of a venereal nature, but owing, as 1s not
unfrequent, to the effects of mercury, inftead of fol:
lowing the general routine of practice, to give new
mercurial preparations, after two or more of them
have been already tried in vain, we muft endeavout
to counteract and deftroy thofe effects. This is molt
effectually done by the internal ufe of purified fuk
phur, commonly called flowers of {fulphur, and by re=t
peated warm baths, -and flannel drefs, taking at the
fame time proper care to keep up the vigour t'."._.'
ftrensth of the body by a good nourifhing diet, wing
and ftrengthening medicines, if required. The ful:
phur of antimony, with the refin of guaicum along

with the warm bath, will, in thefe inftances, be 1‘__*_-
ch;_

'I-
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pecially ufeful, where the fymptomshaye been brpu*rht
on by cat::hmg cold.

Those complaints which are neither owing to the
venereal virus nor to the effeéts of mercury, but
which, though originally venereal in the beginning,
having by time, by the ufe of mercury, and other
circumftances; changed their nature, refift now the
one as well as the other of the methods juft before
recommended. In thefe cafes, it is often beft to
leave off for a time all medicines whatever: change
the low diet for an invigorating and ftrengthening
one, and the confined air of a town-room for the
healthy country air, efpecially at the fea-fide. If
medicines are to be given, the tonics or ftrengthen-
ing ones are thofe from which we have moft to ex-
pect. Under this clafs T .‘pl‘iﬂtipﬂllj" reckon antimo-
_ nials, and more efpecially, in the cafes alluded to,
chalybeates. But, when {peaking of the ufe of thofe
medicines, I would not be underftood to prefcribe
them in the quantity of a few grains as ufually given,
but in much larger dofes. The preparations I gene-
rally make ufe of are, the crude antimony, the aethi-
ops martialis, and more efpecially a tinture made
of iron and vitriolic ether.. Of thefe I adminifter
fuch dofes as the conftitution of the patient will bear,
-either alone or united, according to circumitances,
with the decoctions of farfaparilla, the Peruvian bark,
or walnuts. The {fulphur of antlmon‘y, united with
the extract of hemlock, will be fometimes very fer-
viceable, alone or with a decoéction of farfapanl]a with
the mezereum root, and the ufe of warm baths. Some-
times the cold bath, and efpecially bathing in the

Hh : fea,

= g

s
o s

el



142 VENEREAL COMPLAINTS.

fea, will greatly contribute to the eﬂ'ﬁ& of the above
medicines.

From the decodtum Lufitanicum I have feen, i
feveral inftanges, evident good effects. But of all
the remedies hitherto recommended for venereal
complaints incurable by mercury, I have feen none
equal to a decoction made ufe of by Dr. Paullini, phy-
fician at Laybach in Carniolia. = With this decogtion,
the moft malignant and obftinate ulcers, cutaneous
diforders, tophus, caries, pains of the bones and other
parts of the body, arifing from a venercal caufe, which
refifted the puw:'r of all other medicines prefcribed
by different phyficians in different climates, have
been effectually cured; and what is ftill more re-
markable, for the moft part, in a very fhort {pace of
time. It is, however, much to be regretted that this
remedy cannot become of more general ufe, nobody
having been hitherto able to prevail upen him to
make it public. .

CHAP,
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G HAP . KX,

Of the Reafons why certain VENEREAL COMPLAINTS do
not yield to MERCURY.

Tﬁﬂ reafons practical obfervations have fuggefted to
me why mercury {ometimes fails in curing venereal
complaints, depend on the following caufes; viz.
1. On mercuryand its preparations. 2. On themethod
of exhibiting the fame, internally as well as exter-
"nally. 3. On the greater or lefs irritability or con-
ftitutional ftrength of the patient, or fome faults com-
mited by the fame. 4. On the nature of the difeafe
itfelf. I fhall treat of them in order.

CoxcerNING the fir/f and fecond point: Since theufe
of mercurial ointment in frictions, the firft and only
method made ufe of in the fixteenth century, fe-
veral other preparations, both for internal and exter-
nal ufe, have been difcovered and tried, with a view
to cure venereal complaints which would not yield
to friCtions, ot to remove the difeafe more fpeedily, or
in a more convenient manner, I fhall avoid making
here any reflections on the preference which eithet
of thofe methods may claim over the reft; and fhall
here confine my/(elf entirely to the reafons why mer-
curial frictions, as well as other preparations of mer-
cury, fometimes prove ineffectual for removing fome
venereal complaints, having oftered the neceffary ob-
fervations on thefe preparations before,

Hha2 I HAVE
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latter cafe, one pill may contain three or more grains
of mercury, and anather only one grain, or perhaps
none at all; and when this is the cafe, the latter will
have no effect, while from the former, the patient may
experience a violent griping, purging, &c.

Here we may obferve, that a mercurial prepara-
tion is always ill fitted for the purpofe, whenever it
15 incapa@leﬁf entering into the habit, or if, when it
has entered the circulation, it excites a falivation be-
fore it has deftroyed the virus: for it is erroneous to
believe, as I mentioned above, that by a falivation
all the poifon is carried off, and the difeafe by that
means radically cured, juft the contrary to this being
often the cafe. Itis true, that if a falivation is brought
on, the patient will often find all his {ymptoms dif-
appear, and of courfe be induced to think himfelf
- cured; but fome months, nay fometimes only a few
weeks afterwards, the complaints in many cales will
return again with increafed violence. I do not deny,
however, but that the difeafe, efpecially if flight;
may by this means be radically cured: but I main-
tain, from repeated obfervations in private as well as
hofpital pra&icé, that the practitioner can never be

certain of a real cure; and of courfe, that the cures
effeéted by falivation are not only dnuhtful but often-

times altogether ineffectual. But upon this {fubjeét I
have already fpuken more fully In the fmegmn g
chapter.

Tue principal remark to be made here is, that to
cure the lues well and radically, no praétitioner who
has the welfare of his patients at heart, and who does

not
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not chufe to adminifter his medicines at random, will
ever make ufe of any mercurial preparation or com-
pofition which he has not prepared for himfelf, or, at

leaft, taken care to fee the fame prepared by fome per-
. fon on whofe integrity and care he can rely. The
repeated difappointments I have experienced myfelf,
and which I have feen happen to others, have ren-

dered me ferupuloufly exaét on this head.

WE fhould likewile be careful not to make ufe of
mercarials combined with medicines, which may ren-
der the former lefs efficacious; becaufe they not only

difappoint us, but often render the cure more tedious
and precarious. I have feen repeated inftances of
this with Plummer’s pills; and have heard the fame
remark imade by other attentive and eminent practi-
tioners,

WE ought never to give acrid preparations of mer-
cury when we can effe a cure with mild ones. The
dreadful effe@s I have repeatedly been an eye-wit-
nefs to, from remedies of this fort, efpecially from
the corrofive fublimate, oblige me to inculcate this
caution with the greater warmth. The conftant ef-
feéts of fuch acrid compofitions, efpecially in delicate

habits, are paias in the ftomach and bowels, lofs of
appetite, violent gripings, diarrhceas, and {ometimes
dangerous cholics ; or, if they enter into the mafs, -

they excite {pitting of blood, convulfions, nervous
fevers, and other complaints, more baneful even than
the difeafe they were intended for to eradicate; or
elfe they will perhapsexcite a falivation, and of courfe

prevent from being continued to complete the cure.
| | If §
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If we fometimes adminifter them, as may now and
then be requifite in cutaneous or deep-feated vene-
" real complaints, we fhould carefully confider the ha-
bit of the patient; and if that appears to admit of
them, begin with very {mall dofes, in order to avoid
the above-mentioned {fymptoms, particularly the diar-
theea; for when that takes place, the mercury, in-
ftead of entering into the mafs, will be carried off by
" ftool, and of courfe occafion trouble and pain to the
Patient, without affording him any relief. In ge-
neral, ‘therefore, we fhould be careful in the choice
and adminifiration of mercurial preparations: we
 fhould find out, in every cafe, that preparation which
feems beft to agree with the conflitution, and never
‘infift obftinately on the ufe of a preparation or dofe
which excites bad {ymptoms in the body: we fhould
not imitate the example of thofe quacks whofe know-
' ledge confifts entirely in a noftrum, which they give
indifcriminately to all their patients, for every kind
of venereal complaint, and pronounce their patients
cured as foon as the {ymptoms of the diforder have
difappeared; to which affertion, credit is the more
readily given, as moft young men diflike to be con-
{trained or confined to a courfe of medicines for a_
length of time. Thus they will now and then cure
a patient; but in the mean time ruin the conftitution
of many, and commonly render the difeale more ob-
ftinate and inveterate for the future. The poifon in-
deed remains latent for weeks, months, or fometimes
even for years: but then it breaks out with redoubled
tage and violence, and not unfrequently produces
fymptoms and difeafes, the nature of which, efpe-
cially in women, we mufl only guefs, and which, in

that
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that ftate, fometimes baflle the 1kill of the moft 'ahle;
phyfician; for, venereal complaints, the older they

are, the more obftinate they prove againft the power '
of mercury.

I come now to the third point, why mercury proves |
unfuccefsful in curing the lues, viz. on account of |
the conftitution of the patient, &c. We fometimes |
meet with patients, efpecially among the female fex, |
or fuch as have taken mercury for former venereal |
complaints, whofe conftitution is now fo irritable,
»that after the adminiftration of a few grains or a few
frictions, they are eithér affected with a nervous fe-
_ver, fpafms, headach, or they very readily fall into
a falivation on the fecond or third day. In thele
cnnﬁltutmns we nught to be ]:hr:-::uh:—.lrl_‘;.r careful to find

be made here, to which in general little attention has
been hitherto paid. Moft writers and practitioners
confine their venereal patients under a mercurial ®
. courfe, without any diftin@ion to a low diet, as well §
with regard to eating as‘drinking. This rule is, how="
ever, a very improper one when generally applieds
Such a diet will be very proper for ftrong; vigorous
conftitutions; but for weak, delicate, or irritable
ones, it is fometimes highly improper. A full dieE"
with the moderate ufe of wine, ought to be allowed:
to them; otherwile mercury will produce no effedts:
upon
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upon the poifon, though very dilagreeable ones upon
the conftitution. The warm bath will fometimes
much aflift in thefe cafes. Nature readily co-operates
with mercury in' fome conftitutions: whereas in others
it does but little, or ads flowly, and with difficulty.
But befides this peculiarity in the conftitution, we
often obferve, that patients render their complaints
complicated and obftinate, by attempting to cure
themfelves, or by applying to quacks, or unfkilful per-
fons in the art of healing. They frequently alfo hurt
themfelves by neglec of diet, or by not making ufe
of the medicines in the manner prefcribed, or by not
continuing the fame long enough, but leaving off as
foon as the {ymptoms difappear, by expofing them-
{elves imprudently to the damp and cold atmofphere,
efpecially at night; or when they grow impatient and
inconftant, going from one phyfician to another, or
making ule for fome days or weeks of one medicine
and then of another. = By all thefe different circum-
{ftances, venereal complaints are often rendered ex-
tremely obftinate,

Mgrcury likewife fometimes fails, when the pa-
tient, by a previouslarge or imprudent ufe of mercury,
can hardly bear a few grains or a few frictions with-
out {alivation: in this cafe, if we leave off the ufe of
mercury, our patient will not get rid of his diforder;
and if we continue it, we are {fure to bring on a trou-
blefome ptyalifm, which will laft fometimes for weeks
or months, expefing the patient to dangerous con-
fequences, and often leaving the principal diforder
uncured. What ought to be done in thefe circum-

I1 ftances,
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CHAP. XXI

On different other ReMEDIES, befides MERCURY, recom-
mended for curing the LUEs. '

BESIDEE the mercurial frictions, the fumigations, and
the internal ufe of the different mercurial prepara-
tions, a variety of other medicines has been recom-
mended, either to cure the different venereal com-
plaints without mercury, or to affit mercury in its

operation ; and as there are inftances where the mer-
~ cury fails, or where patients by its ufe are expofed to
difagreeable confequences, a remedy has long been
fought for, which, without haviné any of the noxi-
ous qualities of mercury, might have all its powerful
and good ones.—Moft of the quack medicines, fold
and praifed as preparations from the vegetable king.
dom for this purpofe, I have been at pains to analyze,
and have found them generally to be nothing but
one or other mercurial preparation difguifed,

SeveraL remedies have been recommended as fuc-
cedaneums for mercury for the cure of the venereal
difeafe, which have been made ufe of for this purpofe,
we are told, with fuccefs, before or fince mercury
was Introduced. Some, we are credibly informed,
are even at this time actually employed with the beft
effect, in South as well as in North- America, for cu-
ving the venereal difeafe radically without mercury.
Such of them as I have feen made ufe of for the fame
purpofe in Europe, have generally failed; and I have

kiz nevey
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never feen yet one inftance of a confirmed pox radi-
cally cured without mercury. Some of them, how-
ever, are worthy of our attention, and certainly de-
{erve a fairer trial than has hitherto been beftowed on
them, in order to afcertain their power, efpecially fuch
as are recommended by men of knowledge and ob-
{fervation. The root of the Lobelia [yphilitica, with
which, as we are inftruéted by -Dr. Kalm, and after-
wards more exactly by Mr. Bartrtam*, the inhabi-
tants of North America cure the venereal difeafe
as effeGually and radically as we do with mercury.
They take a handful of the frefh, or (which he fays
is better) dried plant; they wafh it, and boil it in a
gallon and a half of water; of which decoétion the
patient drinks every day, if his conftitution will {fuf-
fer it, a quart in the beginning, gradually augmen-
ting the dofe, till he can no longer bear the purging
excited by it; then he leaves it off for a day or two,
and, if neceffary, continues it again till he finds him-
{elf perfectly well, which is for the moft part in a
fortnight. If there are any external diforders, they
wath the affected parts with the fame decoftion.—If
the difeafe is very obftinate, they mix with the lobe-
lia, the reot of the Ranunculus abortivus, but ina
fmall 3

* The latter author advifes the patient to take two gills of this
decoflion three times a-day on an empty flomach, and augment
the defe according to the firength of the patient, making ufe of W
awarm baths, and a proper diet at the fame time, Care fhould be =
taken not to make ufc of the lobelia longiflora inftead of the
lobelia {yphilitica, the former being of a much more acrid nature
t}mn the latter.—In fome parts of Italy it i5 even now 2 law of ¥
government, not to make ufe of mercury in hofpitals for curing !

!

the venereal difeafe, A
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imall quantity on account of its acrimony.” In ordey
to heal up the venereal ulcers, they dry the root of
Geum nivale, and {prinkle its powder upon them.
They alflo cure deep and putrid ulcers, by the exter-
nal ufe of the powder of the interior bark of the Cea-
aothus Americanus. A decoction of the ftipites of the
Solanum dulcamara, or of the root of the Dapbne me-
zereum, or Daphne lareola, and more elpecially the
powder of Sarfaparilla in large dofes, have been of
late much recommended in obftinate venereal com-
plaints; but how far their operation fucceeds without -
the previous ufe of mercury, 15 not yet afcertamn-

. ed.

In Snuth America, and in the Weft Indies, the
decottion of the woods of gualac, [affafras, &ec. 1s
praifed as a remedy, with which alone the moft con-
firmed lues may be eafily cured. It may be that ve-
nereal complaints are thereby removed between the
tropics, and in the warmer climates of our globe; but
in Europe I have never feen one cafe where they ef-
fected a radical cure; but fometimes rather prove
hurtful, producing profufe fweats, hamoptyfis, con-
fumptiouns, &c. efpecially in delicate and thin habits.
—Several complicated prefcriptions are made ufe of,
and greatly praifed, though generally kept fecret,

fome of which I have inferted at the end of this Trea-
tife in the formulas..

My friend Dr., Wintrel, Piofeflor of Bﬂtﬂﬂ}" at Buda

in Hungjary, difcovered lately, that the inhabitants
in the confines of Turkey cured themfelves of the

lues in all jts ftages by a deco@ion of the Aftragalus
exfeapus,—



254 OTHER REMEDIES, &e¢,

exfeapus—The infpiflated juice of the Papaver fom.
niferum, known under the name of Opium, by fuc-
ceflive increafed dofes from one to twelve or fixteen
grains in a-day, firft propofed for a trial by Dr. Nooth,
as I mentioned above, has proved very fuccefsful in
the Great Military Hofpital at New York. But how
far all thefe medicines, as I{aid juft before, do or may
fucceed without mercury, I am not able to decide.
So much it feems to be certain, that the lues is in
general much eafier cured in warm climates, when
properly treated, than in cold ones. A decoétion of
‘the bark of Prunus Padus has been lately found very
efficacious, efpecially when joined with the ufe of
mercury, in many violent and inveterate venereal
complaints, by Dr. Biornlund, Phyfician in Sweden;
and an account of them has been inferted in the Swe-
dith Philofophical Tranfaétions for 1784.

Wharre arfenic mixed with the powder of the root
and berries of the Solanum lethate, one grain of the
former to thirty-nine grains of the latter, have been
of late found very ufeful in obftinate phagedenic ul-
cers, attended with fungous flefh and callous edges,
by Dr. Rufb, Profeflor of Chemiftry at Philadelphia;

he alfo recommends a weak folution of white arfenic

in boiling water for the fame purpofe. And Mr.

Blizard has pl;biiﬂlﬁd' lately in London fome Practi-

‘cal Obfervations, where he employed emetic tartar
in powder, {prinkled upon phagedenic ulcers, with |
great fuccefs; the acrid ichorous difcharge being =
thereby changed into mild pus, the ulcers foon put

on a good appearance, and healed up.

CHAP,

=
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CHAP XXIL

OssERvATIONS o7 fome dangerous or unbappy Prejudi-
ces generally prevailing about the Vénerms' Dg}‘fmﬁ*.

Ir is an opinioni imbibed by fome patlents that the
venereal poifon, when once abforbed into the {yftem,
can by no means be totally eradicated ; confequently
they believe, that a perfon who is once thoroughly
infected, can never look upon himfelf as radically
cured. This opinion, befides its abfurdity, renders
thofe who entertain it very unhappy. I have feen
frequent inftances, in the female fex efpecially, where
fuch patients led a moft miferable and melancholy
life, notwithftanding every thing the phyfician could
{ay to the contrary. The leaft thadow of a headach,
a rheumatic pain, or the {malleft pimple upon the
ikin, were by fuch patients aceounted certain proofs
of the poifon lurking in the mafs, and about to pro-
duce the moft direful effects. Thefe patients are real
objets of compaflion; we ought to beftow fome time
for inquiry, and pay the moft careful attention to-
wards them; for indeed we can hardly think of a
greater degree of milery than to be perpetually haunt-
ed with fuch an imagination. If, therefore, after
our moft careful inquiry, we find no fymptoms of a
venereal kind remaining, we {hould endeavour to cor-
rect their prejudice, by fetting before them the ex-
amples of others of their acquaintance, or, if circum-
ftances admit, of thole of our own, who have been
affected as much as themfelves, or perhaps much
more, and whe now, perhaps, after a great number

ot
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of years, en joy the moft perfect ftate of health, are
married, and have healthy and fine children.

THe fame attention we ought to pay to thofe who
imagine, that if mercury is once taken for the cure
of the lues, it will not fo effectually cure it a fecond
time. Thefe prejudices are moft frequently. found
among the women, though fometimes alfo men of a
melancholic conftitution will be influenced by them;
but there 1s another prejudice of which I am now to
{peak, which is not only abfurd but criminal, and
deferves a moft {fevere punifhment from the magifirate
wherever it can be proved. It exifts only among
fome young men of a loofe charadter, and diffolute
and brutal manner of thinking. With thefe wretches
it is an opinion, that the beft method to get rid of a
clap'isicoition with one or more healthy women; and
in this manner I have feen venereal complaints pro-
Pagﬁltﬂd, in the eourfe of a few days, to ten or twelve

healthy perfons, who had the misfortune to fall in °
with thofe wretches, or with the objeéts of their bru-
tality and cruelty. The abfurdity of this notien is B
evident to every perfaﬁ of common fenfe, who has

the leaft knowledge of the nature and feat of the dif-
eafe; and where this practice arifes merely from pre-

~ judice, the flighteft information will be fufficient to
remove it. But it is to be feared, that the caufe may
frequently lie deeper in the heart of thefe perfons;
and that this abominable pra&ice proceeds from ma- -
lignity, or from a mean and low difpofition to revenge

S L

e et

themfelves upon innocent perfons, becaufe in their;,:’q

imprudence or drunkennefs they themfelves had be-

come the dupes of others.

o
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EH fpecimen Pharmacopeiz Syphiliticee, complec-
tens medicamenta pleraque, fi non omnia, tam fimpli-
cia quam compofita, ad curandos morbos {yphiliticos
hodie adhibita. Nomina plantarum et preeparatorum
chemicorum antiqua, minus congrua, impropria, aut
falfam penitus rei ideam fuggerentia, confufione fer-
tilia, genio fzculi indigna expunxi, mutavi. Cur
enim Gallimachiam nominum chemicorum veterem
retineas, dum exactior corporum analyfis, ac nomen-

clatura Bergmani rel veritati magis congrua fuppe-

ditat ? Cur nomina plantarum pharmaceutica vaga
adhibeas, dum nomen fyftematicum Linnai, ad quem

pro jufta plante defcriptione femper recurras, in

promptu habes? Memorize tyronum hoc medo @que
ac tuaz parceres, et pofteritati (fiquidem liber tuus
ab ea legi meretur) prodefles, difficultatem removen-
do, qua tu quidem/legendo veteres pracipue, et non
raro etiam recentiores, continuo premeris. Si Hip-
pocrates, fi alli poft eum in medicina fcriptores 1d
obfervaflent, id obfervare potuiffent, {fciremus hodie,
quid ille {ub fuo Helleboro, quid alli {fub plantis {uis
aut preparatis chemicis {epe adeo, nec forfan immer-
to, laudatis intellexerint.
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Crvenova Orricmavs (Cortex).
OR. Cortex Peruvianus; A. Peruvian Bark; Ge, Fiberrinde $
G. Kinlina,

Cremars Recra (Folia).
OF. Flammula Yovis; A. Upright Lady-bower ; Ge. Wald-
rebe ; G, Clematite,

Conrum Macvrarum (Herba, Folia, extraltum).
Of. Creuta; A. Hemlock; Ge. Schierling; G. Ciguz.

Darane Lavarora
} Radix, et Cortex radicis.
-— MzzerEUM

Off. Mfztrfsm A. Mezereon ; Ge. Seidelbaft s G. Gﬂf‘ﬂﬁ.

Geum Nivare (Radix),

Guvcyrriiza Grasra et Ecuvara (Radix; luccus infpifatus,

wvulgo extraltum).
Off. Liguoritia; A. Liguorice ; Ge. Suy%ﬁ.x G. Regliffe.

Guayacum Orrremvare (Lignum, Cortex, Refina).
Of. Liznum San&um ; A. Guajac; Ge. E'ﬂﬂﬂ@ﬁﬂﬁﬂfﬁ.

Gummr Mivosz "J:Ln'r:t&: vel ans;z SENEGAL.

OF. Gummi Arabicum ; A. G, Gsm .rfmf:w, Ge. Arabyfcher

Gurmimi,

Hyoscramus NIEER ( Extradtum).
A, Biack Henbane ; Ge. Btﬁﬂémﬂr, G. Jufguiame,

Juerans Recra (Nux cum Cortice viridi, ¢_]l.lfg_11¢ extractum),
Off, Nux Fuglans ; ﬁ.. Walnut ; Ge. Walnuf.

Justrerus Samiva (Folia).
Off. aiﬂ.!rum A, Savin; Ge. S’:ﬂm&n'um G. Sabine,

Lionws SAssm.as (Lignum, Cortex, Radlx}
Off. A. Ge. G. Safjafras.
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‘CoMPOSITA.
* & Pilule ex hydrargyro gummofo.
Syn. Pilulee ex mercurio gummofo. Plenck. Pharm.
Chir. :
" 6 Solutio mercurialis gummofa, Jhid.
Syn. Mixtura mercurialis. G.
¥ Potio mercurialis, B.
3 Lac mercuriale. Plenck.

4. Refina aut Balfamo ; e. g. Terebinthina, Balfamo Copai-

ve, &c. . |
* Hydrargyrum terebinthinatum, &e.

CoMPOSITA.

* Pilulz ex hydrargyro terebinthinato.
Pilulz mercuriales. L.
Pilulz mercuriales laxantes. G.
Pilule mercuriales fialagogz. D.
Injeftio mercurialis. E. paup.

5. Pinguedine animali aut oleis unguinofis; e. g. Axungia
porcina anferina ; butyro Cacao. '
* Hydrargyrum unguinofum.
* Unguentum hydrargyri. Vid. infra Hydrargyrum Sebi-

.

Syn. Unguentum ex hydrargyro cceruleum. E.
Unguentum mercuriale, feu unguentum Neapolita-
num.

ConrrosiTa. /
' = Unguentum cceruleum fortius. L.

Unguentum eceruleum mitins, L.
Unguentum mercuriale. -D.

B Ceratum mercuriale. L.

» Emplaftrum mercuriale. 0,
Emplafirum ex hydrargyro. E.
Emplaftrum ex gummi ammoniaco cum mercurio, L,

Ll Emplaftrum
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Acido Molybdenz. 18. Acido Tungftenico. : 19. Acide,

acreo,

1. Hydrargyrum cum acido febi combinatum.
: Hydrargyrum febinum.
* Prap. Unguentum hydrargyri,

11. Cum acido muriatico.
* Hydrargyrum muriatum.
* Hydrargyrum muriatum fortius.
A. Sublimatione. ;
* Hydrargyrum muriatum fortius fublimatum,
Syn. Mercurius {fublimatus corrofivus. .
Mercurius {ublimatus albus. 0.
Mercurius cum fale ammoniaco fublimatus.
B. Pracipitatione.
Ex acido nitri mediante acido muriatico dephlogiftica-
to, inventore Bertholet., :
Hydrargyrum muriatum fortius preecipitatum.

~ ComrosiTa.

Solutio fublimati fpirituofa (Fan Swieten.)

Syn. Solutio mercurii fubMmati corrofivi. E.
Mixtura mercurialis. §. .
Mercurius fublimatus folutus. G.

‘f * Solutio hydrargyri muriati fortioris aquofa.
Pilulee e mercurio corrofivo albo. &.
Dr. Ward's white drop.
Syrop du Cutfimier.
» * Lotio Syphilitica flava, f. lotio ex hydrargyro muriate
fortiori. : '
Syn. Aqua Phagedmnica. 0.
Liquor mercurialis. A
Lotio mercurialis. 7.
& Solutio fublimati balfamica. Plenck,
¢ * Liquor ad condylomata.
. Syn. Aqua I_:E.l:lﬂi-:‘& pro condylomatibus. Plenck.

* Hydrargyrues |
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* Hydrargyrum muriatum mitius; i, €. acidum muriaticum
hydrargyro fuperfaturatum,
A, Sublimatione. :
_ Syn. Mercurius duleis (fublimatione paratus.) @,
Mercurius dulcis {ublimatus, L.
Calomel feu calomelas. L.
Aquila alba.
Panacea mercurialis.
Mercurius dulcis lunaris.  Schroeden.
B. Preacipitatione, '
Ex acido nitrofo mediante fale communi, inventore Scheele,
' * Hydrargyrum muriatum mitius precipitatum,
Mercurius preacipitatus duleis.
Calx bydrargyri muriata pracipitata.
a Ex acido muriatico mediante alkali vegetabili,
Mercurius preacipitatus albus. L. :
b Ex acido muriatico mediante alkali minerali,
Mercurius pracipitatus albus, 4.
c Ex acido muriatico mediante alkali volatili.
Mercurius precipitatus albus.  E.
d Ex acido muriatico mediante cupro.
Mercurius prcipitatus viridis. ~ E.

ComposiTA.

Bolus mercurialis. E,
Bolus jalappe cum mercurio, 5,
Bolus rhei cum mercurio. J5.

Pilulz calomelanos. G.
Pilulze Plummeri. E.
Pilulw alterantes Plummeri. 0.
Pilula depurans. 7.
Pulvis Plummeri. O,
Pilulze mercuriales purgantes, ..
Pilul= catarrhales purgantes. D,
Pilulee laxantes cum mercurio. 5.
Pulvis e fcammonio cum mercurio. = 7:

% Lotio {yphilitica nigra, lotio ex hydrargyro muriato mitiori,

Syn. Lotio mercurialis, G, '

Unguentum
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Adde, herbe anchufee officinalis, libram unam, (N. unde
color ruber) :

Axungiz porcinge,

ovillee curatz, ana libras tres.

Mifce fuper ignem ; dein adde
Cerz flavee, libras duas.

Decocrum ASTRAGALL. |

R Radicis aftragali exfcapi, unciam femis.
Coque in aqua fontis libra una femis ad colaturam librs
umius, g
Sumat tepide mane et vefpere,

Dxecocrum Durcamar x.

B Stipitum folanum-dulcamara recentium, drachmam femif,
Coque in aqua fontane libra una, ad colaturam libre fe-
mis.

Sumat quotidie cum anatica portione latis.

Decocrum GUAjncr.
B Ligni et corticis guajaci officinalis rafi, libram unam.
Infunde in aqua fervide libris ofto
Per viginti quatuor horas ; dein lento igne coque par fcx
‘horas ; addendu, {ub finem coctionis,
Spiritus vini reftificati uncias quatuor,
Radicis glycyrrhizee uncias duas.
Cola. Sumat libram femi bis de die.
Malla a colatura refidua denuo coquatur cum aqua libris
ofto per bihorium, cola.
Utatur hoc decoéto fecondario loco potus ordinarii.

Drcocrum Guajact CoseosiTum,
B Ligni et corticis guajaci officinalis, tincias fex.
Radicis laurus-faffafras, uncias quatuor.

Coque in aqua fant:ma: libris viginti quatuor.
Ad libras duodecim ; -fub finem codlionis adde,

Radicis glycyrrh:zm, vel paf['ulzrum, uncias duas;
Cula Sumat libras duas de die.

Mm 2 Decoctum
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Becoctum Larrx.

B Radicis ar@ium-lappe, uncias tres.
Coque in aque fontana libris tribus,
Ad colaturam librarum duarum.

Sumat de die. ¥

Decocrom LoreLiz, .

R Radicis Lobeliz {yphilitica ficcats, manipulum untss,
Coque-in dquee fontanz libris duodecim,
Ad colaturanylibrarum fex vel novem,

Sumat libram {emis bis de die in initio, deinde libfam femjs ;
quater de die, donec vim purgantem amplius ferre non
poffit ; tunc defiftat per tres aut quatuor dies, dein iterum 1
continuet, donec curatus fuerit. v

Nota. Eodem modo paratur deco@in radicis ceano-
. thi. Americani,

- Decocrum Lusrranicum. .
R Radicis fmilax-farfaparille,
Ligni laurus-faffafras, - B
_ pterocarpi fantolini (vulgo fantoli rubri,)
~— guajaci officinalis, ana uncias tres.
Radicis daphne-mezerel, unciam unam.
Seminum coriandri fativi, drachmas fex—unciam unam.
Coque in aque fontane libris viginti, ad libras decem.
Sumat libram unam—tres de die. .

jﬂ.-ur
B Radicis fmﬂax—farfapanlke
Ligni pterdcarpi fantnhm,
—— fantoli albi, ana uncias tres,
Radicis glycyrrhizea,
. daphne-mezerei, ana unciam femis,
Ligni geniftee Canarienfis (vulgo lignum i_ihm:[ium,}
guajaci officinalis,
‘Taurus-faflafras, ana unciam unand.
Antimonii fulphurati, uncias duas. ;
Milce, et infunde in aque fervide libris decem per viginti 8§

quatuﬂr hozas, dein coque ad colaturam libraram quinque. =
Sumat &
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Sumat libram unam femis—Ilibras quinque—quotidie.
Dzcocrum MEezeret. :
B Corticis radicis, vel Radicis, daphne-mezerei, unciam femis
—unam. '
Coque in aque fontanz libris fex, ad libras quatuor.
Sub finem cottionis adde,
Radicis glycyrrhizee, unciam unam. Cola.
Sumat quotidie libram unam—Iibras quatuor, prout ventricu-
culus ferat, "
Nota. Quidam corticem radicis radice praferunt. -
Abaliis daphne-laureola daphne-mezereo prafertur.

Dicoctum Prunvs-Pant
R Corticis prunus-padi, uneias fex—octo.
 Coque in aqua marinz, vel, in ejus defeétu,
Aqua fontan libris fex, ad colaturam librarum trium—
quatuor.
Sumat libram {emis quater de die.

DzicocTum Saronariz.

B Herbe faponariw officinalis recentis contufee, libram unam.
Aque fontane, libras fedecim, .
Coque ad colaturam librarum ofto.
- Bibat sger libras duas—quatuor—de die.

DEecoctum SARSAPARILLA.

I Radicis fmilax-farfaparille, uncias tres.
Infunde in aque fervide libris tribus, per duodecim horas,
Dein coque ad colaturam librarum duarum.

Sumat quotidie, fi placet, cum la&e. |

Bzcoctum Sarsararizrx cum Mezereo,

B Radicis fmilax-farfaparilla, uncias tres.
Corticis radicis daphne-mezerei, drachmas duas.
Coque in aqua fontans libris tribus ad libras duas.
Sub finem coétinnis, adde, di i G .
Radicis glycyrrhizee, unciam unam,
Sumat: quater de die, libram femis, . :
Dzcocrum
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Mixta, in mortareo marmorco piftillo marmoreo ﬂptmm in-
{e terantur ; dein adde .
Cretax purse, unciam femis,
Triturentur denuo per horam integram in eodem mortario,
pulvis fubtilis fervetur pro fequenti decoéto :

R Radicis' arétium-lappe, tncias tres.
{milax-farfaparille, uncias duah
fmilax-chinee (N. B. Genuina: ane.ntalls, vel in

ejus defeétu occidentalis {'cle&lﬂ'xme), unciam unam.
—convolvulus- machuacannae unciam Hemis (In lae
mediocri).

drachmas fex (in lue

vehemtiocri).

glycyrrhiza, drachmas tres—fex.

Corticum viridum nucum juglandis regiee, groflo mode

pulverifatee, unciam unam (in lue mediocri),

uncias duas—tres (in lue peflima, pracipue fi
fimul Blenorrhcea adfit inveterata). H

Seminum coriandri {ativi, drachmas duas.

Incifa et mixta infundanturin aquz fontanse libra una femis
per duodecim horas, dein coque ad libram HOam ;5 co-
laturze adde,

Pulveris fupra diéti, drachmas tres (in lue mediocri,)
: unciam femis (in lue vehementiori,)
drachmas fex (in lue defperata cum
tophis, ulceribus, &ec.)

Sumat libram femis omni mane, et libram femis velpere, cum

pulvere fequente :

e

B Radicis fmilax-chinge orientalis, fubtililfime pulverifati,
drachmam unam, '

Ligni laurus-faffafras fubtilifime pulverifati, fcrupulos

~ duos (in lue medioeri.)

Ligni laurus-faflafras fubtilifime pulverifati, drachmas
duas—{ex (in cafu graviori, et tunc {emina coriandri
ex decollo preecedenti omittenda funt,

Durante ufu hujus decohi, wger ab acidis abftineat ; et ante
ulum ejus, per triduum quotidie fumat purgansfequens;

B Hydrargyri
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I Hydrargyri muriati mitiorie, grana decem,
Refinz jalappe pineis fubaétze, grana ofte,
Trochifcorum alhandal pineis fubadtorum, grana quatuer.
‘Terebinthinae Venetz, quantum fatis, ut fiant pilule N*®

quindecim, pulvere glycyrrhize infpergende. :

Sumat pro dofi. (M. B. Hanc dofi nmedicamenti hujus
draftici pauci gri, precipue per triduum continuando,
ferre poterunt ; hinc dofis =tati et temperamento, &c.
adaptanda erit, vel potius alind purgans fimplicius pree-
{cribere prefiabiti)

PR RTL CAE e PRI e Mm‘*'-. .

EvrcTuanrom.

gummi arabici, drachmas fex.
e Thed, ferupulum unum,
Conferve florum malve, uncias duas, ) .
Syrupi althese, quantum fatis, ut fiat eleftuarium,

Sumat cochleare parvulum ter aut quater de die.

B Pulveris tragasinthm compofitl, drschmas dussd j

Erecrrarium Laxaxs,

R Eleftuarii lenitivi,

Alkali vegetabilis tartarifati, vulgo tarta.n folubilis, ana
unciam unam, > L

. Mifce, fiat eleCtuarium,

EmyLsio AMYGDALINA.

B Amygdalarum dulcium decorticatarum, uncias duas.

Terantur in mortario ; fucceffive addendo
Aque fontanw libras duas,
———cinnamomi tenuis, uncias duas,
Sacchari albi qtantum fatis ad gratiam.

InjEcTiO AD BLENNORRHAGIAM INCIPIENTEM.

B Cupri acetati, drachmam unam.
Liquoris alkali volatilis (?u]gu {piritus falis ammoniaci),
quantum fatis ad {olutionem.
Gutte quatuor hujus liquoris cum uncia una aqua commix-
t@ injiciantur quater aut fexies de die.
Ina
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InjECTIO AD BLENNORRHAGIUM INCIPTENTEM ALIA.
R Hydrargyri muriati fortioris, granum femis—unum.
Plumbi acetati, grana qumdemm-—-drachmam femis.
Aque fontanze, libras duas.
Mifce, injiciat portionem omni femihora.

IsijECTIO AD BLENNORMAGIAM.

B Olei olivarum dulcis, uncias tres,
Injiciat ter quaterve de die portionem.

, InjecTiO AD BLENNORRHAGIAM STPHILITICAM.
B Succi papaveris fomniferi infpiffati, vel
Extrati hyofeiami nigri, drachmam unam.
Terendo adde fucceflive F
. Infufi feminum lini,
Qlei olivarum dulcis, ana uncias quatuer.
Unguenti hydrargyri, drachmas duas—unciam femis.
(Quidam hujus loco preferunt hydrargyri muriati mi-
tioris cum pulveris e cerufla compofiti drachma una
triti, grana quinque—oéto.)
ilce, injiciat quater de die, reddito prius lotio..

IHJECTI’D AD BLENNORRHOEAM PII.IH.E,...

B Cupn acetat) lf.awg't-t:, unciam. unam femls.
Splntus volatilis ammntlm, Ph Lond. uncias r_"[u:as.
Melis, drachmas duas. : s T
lei:ﬂ ; guttze fex hujus liquoris cum aquas. tepldaz uncm u-
~ na mifceantur, ejufque portio quater aut femesr de die in-
jiciatur,

injecTIO AD BLENNORRHOEAM sECUNDA.
R Hydrargyri muriati mitioris, unciam {emis.
Aquee fontane, uncias oflo.
Milce agitando. : 7

ety
) b ' AR
B Hydrargyri muriati fortioris, grana quatuor,
Aquze
Nn
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Inrusum Lepr PaLusTris.
R Ledi paluftris, unciam femis.
Aque fervidee, libram unam.
Stent per horam, cola.
Sumat libram femis ad libram unam de die.

Inrosun Mavvie.

B Foliorum malve rotundifolize, manipulus tres.
Infunde in aque fervidze, libris quatuor.
Cola, pro potu ordinario cum faccharo.

Lac HyprarGcyraTUM.

R Hydrargyri purificati, drachmam unam.
Gummi Arabici pulverifati, unciam femis.
Mixta terantur in mortario non metallico ;

Senfim addendo
Syrupi papaveris albi, quantum fatis,

Donec hydrargyrum perfedte difparuerit ; dein fenfim af-
funde
Laétis vaccini bullientis, uncias octo.

Lrovor Ap ConpyLomaTa,

B Spiritus vini reétificati,
Aceti concentrati, ana unciam unam {emis,
Hydrargyri murmtl fﬂrtmns, drachmam unam,
Aluminis,
- Camphorz,
Calcis plumbi acetatz, ana drachmam f{emis.
Mifce. Verruce aut condylomata penicillo hoc hqu-::re
madido femel w:l bis de die tangantur.

Lrouor Styericus, feu Sorvrio Styerica.
B Aluminis,
- Vitrioli cupri, ana uncias tres.
Aquz fontanz, libras duas.
Coquantur ad folutionem ; liquori filtrato adde
Acidi vitriolici concentrati drachmam unam femis.

Nn 2 Lotre
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Lorio ProPHYLACTICA.

B Hydrargyri muriati fostioris, drachmam unam.
Terendo in mortario vitreo fenfim affunde
Aquse calcis recentis libras duas,
Liquor in vafe claulo per fubfidentiam depuratus a fedi-
mento flave, et limpidus in lagena probe obturata, ufui
fervetur.

Lorio PropEvLACTICA ALIA,

B Acidi nitri hydrargyrati, grana o&to—duodecim.
Aque deftillate, libram unam,

Vel, .
B Hydrargyri muriati fortioris, grana decem—duodecim.
Aque deftillatee, libram unam.

Vel,
B Aque calcis recenter paratz, quantum placet.

Vel,

B Alcali cauftici, gﬁtfa‘s fex.
Aque diftillatae, quantum fatis.
Ita ut mucum a lingua lenitur tollat.

Lorio Syemrrtica Frava.
Eadem elt ac Lotio Prophylaética prima.

Lorio Syemvitica Nicra, _
B Hydrargyri muriati mitioris, drachmam unam.
Aque calcis recentis, uncias quatuor,

Lorio SyemiLITICA Toxica.
Vide [upra ﬂa.p::rﬂam Magmatis ex B::a:fi’a 5_';;5;&:::& Robo-
ranfe.

Lotio ap Urcera SypaiLiTica,
R Spiritus Rofmarini, vel fpiritus alius cujufcunque, quan-
tum placet.

Linteum carptum eodem madidum fepius wlceri applicetur.
Nota.
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Nota. ldem quoque egregie fervit pro- lotione
phylaética,

Fel,
R Acidi nitri hydrargyrati, grana quindecim.
Aque diftillatee, libram unam. '

Vel,
1% Hydrargyri muriati fortioris, grana decem,
Plumbi acetati, drachmam femis.

Aquz fontanz, libram unam.,
Mifce. .

L.otio Ap Urcera Syerinitica CoMposiTa,

B Aque calcis recentis, uncias duas.
Tutis preparate, grana undecim.’
Vitrioli cupri, grana tria—quatuor.
Mellis rofacel, drachmam unam.

Milce.

MixTura Laxans.

B Gummi Arabici, unciam unam.
Olei amygdalarum duleis, uncias duas,
Decodti hordei, uncias decem.
Mannge, unciam unam.
Mellis, unciam femis.
Mifce, fumat cochlearea quatuor bis terve de die.

Pivrs ap BrLEsnorrRHOEAM,

B Cupri vitriolati, granam feptem, cum femiflz.
Radicis rhei palmati, drachmam unam.
Extraéti cinchonz officinalis, drachmas duas,

Mifce; fiant pilule N9 triginta.

Sumat unam-—quatuor de die,

Vel

B Terebinthinz cofte, drachmas duas,

Radicis rhei palmati pulverifati, drachmam unam.
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Aque deftillate, uncias quatuor..
Solutis adde ;
Salis ammoniaci, drachmam unam, - Mifce.
Eumat guttaa fedecim in libra deco@i farfaparille, vel mal-
i, hordei, &c. omni die.
Pr{:l re nata tinftura Thebaica additur, et dofis guttarum ad
quadraginta ofto gradatim augetur.
Nota. Sedecim gutte folutionis hujus continent gra=
num [emis hydrargyri.

1)

Syrurus HYDRARGYRI.

Ik Hydrargyri purificati, ﬁ:rupulum unum.
Gummi Arabici, ferupulos tres.

 Conferveae cynofbati, quantum fatis.

Tere in mortario non metallico, denec hydrargyrum peni
tus difparuerit ; dein continuando triturationem adhuc
per horam, adde

Syrupi fimplicis, unciam unam femis.

Sumat mane et vefpere quantum capit. cochleate parvulum

ligneum vel eburneum. .

Tiwcrora Fearr.
I Ferri vitriolati, -
Tartart purificati, ana uncias quatuor.
Aquz fontanwz, libras fex. _
Coquantur in vafe ferreo {ub mntmua agitatione, ad ficcita-
tem fere, tunc in
Aque cinnamoni fimplicis, unciis quatuor foluta, atque
cum liquoris anodyni mineralis Hoffmanni diluta, di-
gerantur, et filtrentur.

| Vel melius,

B Limaturee ferri puree levigate, unciam unam.
Acidi muriatici concentrati, quantum fatis ut ferrum per-
fefte {olvantur. d
Solutio per aliquot tempus quieti expofita, filtreter; dein
ex retorta vitrea in balneo areng deftilletur ad ficcitatem.
Maffa in retorta refidua in loco humido feponatur, donec
0 o deliguefcat.
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deliquefcat. Mafla dcllquefcens phiale epiftomio vitreo

inftructe immittatur, eique wtheris vitriolici concentrati

- uncie due addantur ; tunc phiala exaéte claufa probe a-

- gitetur, unde maxima pars ferri theri jungitur. Quam- l

primum zther ferro impreegnatus poft brevem quietem
fupernatat, a liquore inferiori effunditur, et cum dupla

quantitate {piritus vini reétificatifiimi mifcetur, atque in |

vale vitreo exaétiffime obturato ufui fervatur, : "

Nota, Hec tinGtura ‘eft preparatio correfta T’z}sﬂurm:i

Nervine, jure celebris, qua diu fecreta ha- i

bita, nuper Imperatricis Roffize munificentia |

publici juris facta eft. -« ayH |

Py

‘Trocurscr Keyseri. r : !

R
!

B Hydrargyri purificati, quantum placet.
~Diuturna trituratione vertatur in'pulverem nigrum, qui ex
retorta fublimatus, longa denuo trituratione in aceto con-
centrato diffolvatur ; addendo fub finem |
- Mann=, quantum fatis, ut fiant trochifei.
Nota. Tediofo huic proceflui fequens praferri me-
retur.

TrocHiscr Ex Hyprarcyro AcETATO. i1 il

B Hydrargyri nitrati rubri, quantum placet. -
‘Cum aceto deftillato coquatur ad ficcitatem. Mafla refidua
‘cum matina, lege artis, in trochifcos formetur. :

y Tmcﬂism_, BXOACCHARO. H’rnmmtnno. i

- R Hydsargyri purificati, unciam unam.
Sacchari cand), uncias duas.

Triturentur, donec hydrargyrum perfefte difparuerit; tung
ex mafla, lege artis, fiant trochifei ponderis drachmz di.
midize; -'

Vivusf Rosorans ap BreExnoRRHOEAM.

., B Corticis cifichone officinalis, uncias duas.
~STaIR N ..G%llwm,. ﬂl‘ﬂﬂhl’ﬂﬂi duaﬂ. i

5 Hax}:uphlllﬂmm awmattcu:um, drachmam femis.
Pulvenifa:
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Pulverifata infunde in
Wini rubri libra una per biduum, fzpius agitando; liquo-
rem per fubfidentiam depuratum effunde, et maffam re-
fiduam cum aque fontanz, libra infunde per horam.—
Cola, et mifce cum priori,
Sumat cochlearia quatuor majora ter quaterve de die.

Vinum Toxicum. .
R Corticis cinchonz officinalis fubtiliflime pulverifati, un-
ciam unam {emis.

Infunde in vini generofi unciis fedecim per biduum, fe-
pius agitando, :
Dein effunde liquorem per fubfidentiam depuratum, eique

adde '

Olei cajeput (ex foliis melaleuca-leucadendri deftillatio-
ne obtenti,) cum facchari albi, uncia una triti, guttas
quadraginta oéto.

Liquoris anodyni mineralis, uncias duas.

Sumat uncias duas—tres, bis terve de die.

AlncuenTom Hyprarcyar

12 Adipis fuilli recentis curati, uncias duas.
Liquefiat leni calore, et dum ab igne remotus fpifiefcere
ineipit, adde gradatim, triturando,
Hydrargyri purificati, uncias duas,
Continuando triturationem, poltquam hydrargyrum omne
difparuerit, adhuc per bihorium.
Servetur in loco frigido.
Nota. Aliquando preftat parare héc unguentum ex
anatica portione butyri cacao, vel etiam mu-
cilaginis gumami Arabicl.

Uncuentom Ex Prumso AceraTo.

I Olei olivarum dulcis, uncias octo.
Cera albz, unciam unam femis.
Plumbi acetati, leevigati, drachmas duas.
Plumbum acetatum cum portione olei trituretur 3 dein cera
Qo 2 cum






A

SHORT REVIEW

~ OF A LATE
Treatife on the Venereal Dyéafe,

By JOHN HUNTER.
_—-u--—‘*-——-— -

Mz Foot, in his O8fervations upon the new opinions
contained in this Treatife, has taken them up already
in {fo mafterly a manner, that there remains little
to be added. However, on perufing the great book, -
I found feveral paflages which deferved fome further
notice, in order to render young practitioners more
cautious not to be deceived by fpecious and falla-
cious reafoning, fupported by profeflorial authority,
as well as to thow my readers more particularly the
reafons how it happens that my i1deas on the nature
as well as on the cure of venereal complaints (nearly
of every one of them) are either different or direétly
oppofite to thofe advanced by Mr. John Hunter.

Mr. Hunter fets out with {aying, * That he was

“ induced by two motives to publifh his Treatife
* Firft, In hopes that {everal new obfervations con-
“ tained
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“ tained in it will be deemed worthy of the public at-
“ tention; and in the next place, becaufe he was
“ defirous to have an opportunity of afferting his
“ right to fome opintons that have made their way
“ into the world under other names.” Had he invert-
ed the thefis, and faid that he {at down with the pen
in his hand, te prove how many whimfical ideas and
monftrous excrefcences of his brain an ingenious man
may think worthy of the public attention; and, fe-
condly, How much a vain man, who is ignorant of
the different writings and difcoveries made by his
cotemporaries of the fame profeflion, can attribute
to himfelf what he thould have attributed to others
—he would have come, I believe, pretty near the
truth. This, however, muft always be the cale, when
aman fits down and writes with the fulleft perfua-
fion, that, feeling himfelf poflefled of fome genius,
all the reft of his profeffion have none; or becaufe
fome new ideas on a particular fubje¢t occur to his
mind, nobody elfe can have difcovered, or is able
to difcover, any thing new upon the fame’ {ubject.
He mufl of confequence be greatly miftaken; efpe-
cially if fome of thefe new ideas or difcoveries now
claimed by him, have heen made a long while be-
fore by others, and he having been informed of them
in private converfation, had either forgot this point,
or wifhes to make the world believe that thefe dif-
coveries were: made by himfelf.—The author feems
here to infinuate, that fome difcoveries of his on this
fubjf.*é’t have been publithed by others; but as he does
not {pecify this kind of theft or robbery, we muift
defer this difcuflion till he has'made good his charge,

; and
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and points out the particular fals, experiments, and
obfervations which he claims as his property.:

Page 2. he falys “ The {fuppofition ofthe lues being
“ combined with other difeafes, appears to me to be
“ founded in ignorance, becaufe I have never feen
“ any fuch cafes, and becaufe they do not {eem to
“ me to be confiftent with the principles of difeafed
“ adion intheanimalceconomy.” AsMr.H.isfolibe-
ral in charging others with ignorance, he will excufe
me, when 1 fay, that this manner of reafoning appears
to me to be founded on ignorance and pride, and
confequently perfedtly inadmiffible ; efpecially as
there is hardly a practitioner who has not feen repeat-
edly the contrary in his practice. Patients of the
lower clafs of people are often affected with the itch,
and at the fame time with cutaneous venereal erup-
tions. Infailors too, it is not fo rare to find blot-
ches produced by the fea-fcurvy united with the ve-
nereal ones, and who has not {een {crophulous perfons
affected with all the fymptoms of the lues venerea?

P, 11.itisfaid, “Thata woman without any fymp-

“ tom may give the lues;” and, p. 12.* That, to
* communicate the difeafe, it is neceffary that ‘the
‘ venereal action fhould firlt take place, and that
“ the matter thould be formed in confequence of that
“ action ; and that therefore a perfon having the ve-
“ nereal irritation inany form not attended witha dif-
“ charge,cannotcommunicate the difeafe toanother.”
Mr. H. in confequence of this, “ allows married
“ men to cohabit’ with their wives as long
“ there
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¢ there appear no {fymptoms; nay, he even would
* allow a man, who has a clap, to have conneétion
“ with a found woman, if he took great care to clear
*¢ all the parts of any matter, without any fear of in-
“ fecting the woman.” The firft of thefe propofi-
tions feems to be an open contradittion: And with
regard to the latter, 1 fear Mr. H. would not truft to
make the experiment himfelf upon his own wife; I
certainly would not try it upon mine.

P. 14. From the frequent appearance of fhankers
and gonorrcea'in the fame perfon at the fame time,
I {fufpect indeed with Mr. H: © that the urethra ne-
“ ver fympathifes with the fhanker; and that confe-
* quently the difeajed action of the one does not de-
“ ftroy the difeatéd action of the other.” :

P. 19. line 4. he maintains, “ That the matter of
“ every fore or fecreting {urface will not become
“ venereal by applying venereal matter to it.”—

From my obfervations I am convinced of the con-

trary.

P. 20, 21. Nothing but loofe theoretical reafoning
unfupported by any well-authenticated facts.

P. 29, 30, 31. He attributes the difcovery “that
« pusmay be formed by inflammation without ulcera-
« tion, to his-brother Dr. W. Hunter and to Mr.
“ Sharp, made 1749:” Probably, becaufe he was ig-
norant of this difcovery having been made feveral

years before by Morgagni in Ita]}r, and De Haen at
Vienna,
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Vienna. This alfo eafily accounts for other writers
not mentioning Dr. Hunter or Mr. Sharp.

P. 31,32. Ifind the affertion,  Thatafter theconta-
“ mination the gonorrhcea is earlier in its appearance
“ than fhankers,” fulfe, or at leaft toogeneral. I have
feen many times {hankers appear within 12 or 24 hours
after coition, and hardly ever a gonorrhcea before
the {fecond or third day. Gonorrheeas arifing fo late
as four or fix weeks after a fuppofed infection, with
an unufual fenfation before its eruption, made me of
late rather believe, that thefe gonorrheeas arife from
a formerly tainted habit, having often feen fhankers
arife with the fame {ymptoms from the fame caufe.

P. 55. “ It has been afferted, but without proof,
“ that in cafes of fwelled tefticles in confequence of
“ a gonorrheea, it 1s not the tefticle itfelf that {wells,
“ but the epididymis.,” The writer who firft made
this difcovery , faid in exprefs terms, that this was
the cale in the beginning of the diforder ; which every
unprejudiced perfon may convince himfelf of by daily
experience,

P. 69. He fays, “ I am inclined to believe, medi.
“ cine is very feldom of any fervice in this form of
*“ the difeale (gonorrheea).” A favourite affertion of
fome of thofe gentlemen who wifh to make the world
believe they are more enlightened and more candid
than the reft of their brethren. However, in p. 45
I find “local applications may be eitherinternal to tfm
“ urethra, external to the penis, or both; all of which
“ will in many cafes be neceflary.”——Internal

Pp : “ medicines

i
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“ medicines feem the moft likely to cure this fpecies
“ of difeale,” And a little further ons* local appli-
“ cations are either in a folid or fluid form: the fluid
“ is a temporary application, and of fhort duration:
“ the folid applications would appear to have an ad-
¢ yantage over the fluid applications by their con-
“ tinuance ; but they in generalirritate immediately,
¢« from their folidity alone &c.” This, and the whole
ftyle of reafoning till the end of this fection, ifit be
reafoning, is a ftrange kind of reafoning indeed! But
let us fee the inference of this reafoning, “ That folid
“ applications are preferab]c to fluid enes; but that
“ this latter jrritate in general immediately, and the
“ lefs ufe we make of them the better; though he
“ had never {een any bacd eflet from them in any
“ cafe.” And a moment after he fays, * fluid appli-
% cations, it appears from practice, will often have
~ « almoft an immediate effet upon the fymptoms;
« and they muft be ufed often in cafes where they
# are found to be of fervice.” The whole, I think,

needs no comment !

~

P. 77. We find the fame ftrange manner of rea-
foning, * about fﬁuppmgthe difcharge and inflam-
mation,” continued. The following will ferve asan
example : ¢ when the difcharge is an eflect of pre-
« fent inflammation, it may be ftopt by injections,
« though the inflammation ftill continues in fome de-

“ gree, and may afterwards be removed without the
« difcharge ever re-appearing : but I believe, that by

“« this practice little is gained; for the effect of the
-« jnflammation is not the difeafe which we wifh to

« remove. However, we find, that the fame me-
“ thod

e s o
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« thod which ftops the difcharge, alfo removes the
« inflammation, although notalways, and only I be-
¢ lieve when the inflammation is flight.,” And,

P. 79. “ Sedativeinjedtion will always be of fet-
¢ yice; not by leflening the difeafe, but-by leflening
“ the difeafed a&ion, and are very ufeful in relie-
“ ving the painful feelings.” I think, if they do this,
Mr H.mighthaveallowed that they leffenthe difeafe.

P. 80. He fays“ the balfams, turpentines, diffol-
¢ ved in water.”—This, I fuppofe, is one of Mr H’s.
difcoveries in chemiftry, which certainly nobody
will difpute him; for this is the firft inftance I know
of, of thofe fubftances being foluble in water.—In
the fame page, I find “ emollients may be ufed like-
“ wile externally (in gonorrhcea), in form of fo-
“ mentation;” and p. 81, “ External applications,
“ fuch as poultices and fomentations, can be of little
fervice.

P. 82. He recommends the mercurial ointment;
but obferves, ‘ that the practice rather arifes from a
“ kind of practical analogy, than real knowledge of
“ its ufe in fuch cafes.” And p. 83. “ When the in-
“ flammation runs along the dués of the glands, in
“ particular the mercurial ointment is to be frer:ly
“ applied to the parts.”

P. gr. He recommends bleeding and purging, fo-
mentations and poultices, for {welled tefticles, with-
out mentioning upon what ground or authority.—I
with the patient joy of a fpeedy recovery under the
ufe of thefe medicines.

Ppa ol o)



306 REVIEW OF A LATE TREATISE

P92, He obferves, ¢ Some have gone further, by
" recommending the introduction of venereal matter
“ Into the urethra (for removing a fwelling of the
* tefticle); but this appears to be only conceit, and
* 1s founded upon a fuppofition that fuch difeafes a-
“ rife only from wvenereal irritations, &c.”—This
method has neverbeen recommended but in fwellings
of this kind from a venereal caufe;and by no means
upon concett, as now and then, I am afraid, is the
cale with our auther, but from authentic obfervations,
founded on numerous experiments, made and pub-
lifhed about twenty years ago, in one of the greateft
Military hofpitals of Europe, which were afterwards
confirmed by Mr Plenck and Dr Lang. The author
feems to give it likewife as a new obfervation of his
own, that {wellings of the tefticles are produced by
other caufes. This, however, has been known and
mentioned by nearly every writer on the difeafes of
the genitals, ancient and modern, from Celfus down
to the prefent age,

P. 1x1, Note, He fays, “ Many other kinds of ob-
¢ ftructions (in theurethra) are defcribed by authors,
« none of which I have ever {feen; and as probably
¢« T have opened more urethras after death, where
« there was an obftruction of the paffage, than all

¢« the authors who have written on this {ubject, I .

« am inclined to believe, that they wrote from ima-
« gination only.”—Allowing the principal affertion
to be true, it would appear that Mr J. H. has read
all the authors that have written on this fubject
which T will not now difpute: but we fhould rather

expect that a man of fo great learning and erudition
would

a
e e i s . O il R e 2 o
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would be a little more modeft in drawing fuch gene-
ral conclufions.

P. 237. In {peaking of the treatment of phymofis,
he fays, “I believe the mercury fhould be given fpa-
“ pingly.”  And the moment after, “ I therefore do
“ fuppofe, that fuch medicines as may be thought
“ peceffary for the conftitution, fhould be given
“ Jiberally as well as the fpecific.”—If under the word
[pecific, mercury is to be underftood, and I cannot
fuppofe any thing elfe, the young practitioner, who
wilhes to follow Mr. H.’s advice, will be a little puz-
zled, I am afraid, about the dofe of the remedy.

P. 248, 249. He gives us another fpecimen of his
chemical knowledge. “In the following cal=” he
fays « the lixivium faponarium produced a (peedy
“ cure;” and then proceeds, * after having tried fe-
“ yeral methods in vain, I ordered 40 drops of the
“ lixivium tartari to be taken every evening in a ba-
“ {on of broth.” Mr. H.{urely does not mean, that
thefe two {ubftances are the fame: for if he was of
this opinion, I humbly fuggeft, that the former is
cauftic alkali, and would undoubtedly kill the patient
if given in the dofe he prefcribes; and the latter,
which is mild alkali, may be given without any dan-

ger.

P. 255. In the hiftory of abforbents, no mention
is made of Dr. Meckel, who was the firft writer on
this fubje@ and who firft taught publicly the doctrine
about the lymphatic {yftem and abforbents at Berlin,

a good
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a good many years before Dr. Will. Hunter or any
other Profeflor in this country.

P. 293. “ We never find a bubo from the ab-
¢ forption of matter; when there are venereal fores
* on the arms, &c, there are no fwellin gs of the
“ glands of the arm-pit”—If Mr. H. by the word we
underflands himfelf, I cannot controvert that he has
never feen any {uch thing; butI have feen a bubo
under the arm-pit from a venereal tetter on the el
bow, and a bubo in the loins from a venereal ulcer
in the toe; aud other practitioners haye obferved fi-
milar {wellings from the fame caufe.—the reafoning
throughout the whole of this page is vague, and con-
tradicted by faéts. |

P. 294, 296. We find the fame reafoning continu-
ed ; and p. 297, he tells. us modeftly, that he has
more knowledge and f{agacity than the reft of his
brethren ; and pronounices ulcers not venereal, which
the reft of the London furgeons declared to be vene-
real. And when we come to enquire, why he thought
them to be not venereal, we find it is, becaufe it ap-
peared to him fo. : i

P. 300, 301. nothing but vague and falfe conclu-
{ions from vague and falfe premifes.

P. 302. He fays, © that a gonorrhcea or fhanker is
“ as eafily cured when the conftitution is poxed either
¢ by them or previous to their appearance, as when
“ the perfon is in perfect health; but the conftitution

“ cannot be cured without the fhanker being cu-
Hiped.’
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« red.”—Both thefe propofitions are groundlefs and
contradicted by every day’s experience.

P. 30%. “ The parts affeted in the early ftage of
« the difeafe are the {kin, tonfils, nofe, &-c.; when
“ in its latter ftate, the periofteum, fafcie, and bones,
“ come into a&tion,”—We find in practice, that na-
ture does not always follow fo exactly the limits pre-
. feribed to her by Mr. Hunter. I have feen a patient,
whofe ulna was {welled to an enormous fize, from a
fhanker on the glans penis the third week after its
appearance, without any other venereal {ymptom In
the body.

P. 364 “ From the above experiments it appears
“ to be immaterial what preparation of mercury is
“ ufed in the cure of this difeafe, provided it is of
¢ eafy folution in our juices, the preparation eafieft
“ of {olution being always the beft.”—This conclu-
fion, drawn from a few experiments made upon him-
felf, 1s very defective and inadmiflible in practice :
for we daily fee, that the preparation of mercury,
which agrees very well with one patient, difagrees
with the other ; and that it is confequently very ma-
terial what preparation of mercury we ufe.

P. 368. The poultice made of gum guaiac and de-
coction of farfaparilla with vat-meal, appears to be
a very unfair trial, deferves no comparifon, and con-
{fequently no conclufion can be drawn from it.

P. 374. The nature of the cafe related here, not
being afcertained, proves nothing,
' P. 3o7.
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P. 307. Noze. He fays, that becaufe the ulcer of
the tongue gave Way to mercury, he fuppofed it to
be venereal ; whereas before, he flatly denied this
inference to t:-e juft.

e 3@8 300. Is a continuation of vague hypnthef
tical rcaﬁ:umn g

P. 310, He obferves, * that when the lues vene-
“ rea has been cured {o far as only to remove the
“ firft actions, but not to eradicate the difpofition in
« ihe deeper feated parts; under fuch circumftances
“ of the difeafe, it never attacks again the external,
“ or the parts that were firft affected, but only the
“ deeper-feated parts, which are fecond in order of
“ time.”—This propofition would make us believe,

that Mr. H. had feen very few patients, or that he E

has concealed a fa@ which occurs almoft daily in
practice, viz. that thankers, after difappearing under

the ufe of mercury, when this is left off, appear a- «

gain repeatedly on the prepuce or glans. The cafe
mentioned in the fame page fhows clearly, that the
venereal poifon may lie concealed in the conftitution
for many months, contrary to his affertion.

P. 312. Note. This is to exculpate his firft wrﬁng g |

judgment of the cafe, and is as lame as the reafoning
upon the cafe itfelf.

P. 313. Contrary to Mr. H.’s opinion,, we really

often {ee the parts, which he calls firft and fecond =

in order, affected at.the fume time ; and I wonder he

{hould not have obferved this htmfelf—Well au-
* thenticated
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thenticated obfervations prove, though much againft
his theory, that the venereal poifon may be in the

- mafy, after its vifible effects are cured,

il

P. 314. ¢ Mercury, pf"m: to the action, will not
¢ yemove the dilpofition, and of courfe will not hin-
«| der the action coming on afterwards. However it i3
« poffible, and moft probable, that the medicine,
¢ while it is prefent, will hinder the adion taking
¢ place; fo that no venereal complaints will take
« place while under the courfe of mercury, although
¢ the parts may be contaminated.”—This propofition
is abfurd, refuted by every day’s obfervation, and
contradi¢ted by Mr. H. himfelf; for, if this was
true, what reafon could he have to give mercury in-
ternally during a clap, bubo, oy fhankers of the ge-
nitals7—* The parts firft in order are more eafy cu-
¢ red than thofe of the fecond order.” This is not
generally teae ; much depends of the time they are
affected : if recent, the latter yield often as readily
as the former, or even more {o, if the former are old
and inveterate, '

! ~ |

P. 318. He fays, “ We never find that a man had
“ a fhanker a twelvemonth ago, and that it broke
“ out after in venereal fcurfs upon the fkin or ulcers
“ in the throat.” 1 have feen numberlefs inftances

| to the contrary.

P. 331. Mr. H. feems as unlucky in his mathe-

| matical calculations copcerning the feat, extent of

venereal complaints, or number of days required for
the cure, &c. as he is in his chemical obfervations.

Qq P. 333, “ This
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P. 333. “ This pradice muft be continued fome
‘“ time after all fymptoms have difappeared,” &e.
“ If the medicine (mercury) were alfo a cure for the
« difpofition in the parts fecond in order,. and could
‘“ prevent their coming into action, it would be ne-
“ ceflary to continue it fomewhat longer on their
““account : but this is not the cafe ; for the vifible
# effedts; -f:.rmptnms,' or appearances, in the firft or-
“ der of parts, give way to the treatment, while the
‘“ parts that have only acquired the dilpofition, and
‘ are {till mactive, afterwards affume the action and
‘“ continue the difeafe. "This deccives the furgeon,
‘“ and leaves the ground-work for a fecond fet of lo-
¢ cal effects in the parts fecond inorder. Butl have
4 afferted, that what will cure an action will not cure
“ a difpofition : if fo, we fhould pufh our medicine
“ no further than the cure of the vifible effe@s of
“ the poifon, and allow whatever parts may be con-
“ taminated to come into action afterwards.”~——We
leave this unintelligible jargon without any com-
ment ; but we think the quacks greatly indebted to
Mr. H. for the laft precept: they may thus charge
their patients with two, three, or four different cures.
Mr. H. appears, in this cafe, like an acute lawyer,

who makes out of one law-{uit five, and we have no-

thing to fay but to pity the poor ciient,

P. 335, 336. ¢ The effeéts of mercury on a con- '
~ « ftitution will always be as the quantity of mercu-
“ yy ; and when the fame quantity affects one con-

« ftitution more than another, it is in the proportion ¢

¢ of the irritability of that conftitution to the pdwerﬁ B |
gt Urf mereury, entirely mdependmt of any particu-
I “ lar
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‘ Jar preparftion, or any particular mode of giving
« j¢.” Mr, H.s kill in chemiftry, we have before
obferved, isnot very extenfive ; and we may there-
fore overlook, when he afferts, that crude mercury
and corrofive fublimate delerve no diftinétion as to
quality, or manner of adminiftration in practice.—
However, at the end of the page, he fays, “ thatin
« fome cafes it is right to try all the different prepa-
« rations of merciry ; for it will fometimes happen,
« that one preparation will fucceed when another
“ will not.” Does he afcribe this likewile to the -
quantity of mercury ?

B, 3 39. Mr. H, warns us againft a great impofi-
tion, as he calls'it ; he means the art of avoiding the
bad or difagreeable effeéts of mercury ; becaufe he
{ays, “ I believe that we are not poffeffed of any
““ means of avoiding thefe effects ; viz. of either dri-
“ ving the mercury to the mouth,” &c. We are
much obliged to any man for warning us againft im-
pofitions : but I muft beg leave to warn young prac-
titioners againft the impofing language of the Pro-
feflor ; and not go on harfhly in pouring in large:
quantities of mercury into the conftitution, without
any precaution againft falivation, fymtomatic fever,
violent {weats, or gripings and purgings. A man

like Mr. H. may perhaps perfuade his patients, that
 thofe difagreeable or dangerous effe@s are not owing
to his inattention or want of fkill; but a young man,
who fets out in practice, will often find the contrary,
and thereby lofe his reputation.

P. 346. “ I do conceive that the recent vene-
“ real fores are upon the whole more difficult to cure

Qg2 than
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“ than the. conflitutional ones; at leaft, they com:
“:monly require longer time, although not always.”
—1I do believe that this is really the cafe when treat-
‘ed in the manner Mr. H. prefcribes :. but I do alfo
humbly conceive, that Mr. H.’s methed of  treating
recent fhankers is a bad one ; and that on: the con-
trary, recent fthankers, when properly treated, are
much more eafily cured than conftitutional omes; and
I think, he might have afcribed here to his manner
of treatment, what he has afcribed to the nature of -
the complaint. j

P. 347. I muft diffent here, as well as in moft o-
ther cafes, from Mr. Hunter; for I have gererally
obferved, that Tl]EI'CllI‘JT gwen to perfons who had
made ufe of it formerly, were conftantly more eafily
affeéted by it 111 the mouth and conflitution here-
after.

P. 348. He fpeaks of 4 tainted conftitution, which
he denied before, when fpeakmg uf the lues inige-
| :neral : g ot a1 1V

B! 349. “ Let me afk any one what effect eating
g heart}r dinner, and drinking a bottle of wine,
¢ can have over the a&ion of mercury upon a vene-
“ real fore? Or what effect can walking in froft and
“ {fnow have upon the operation of mercury, either
* * to make it affe¢t any part fenfibly, as falling upon
¢ the glands of the mouth, or prevent its eflect upon
“ the venereal irritation? In fhort, I do not fee why
“ mercury fhould not cure the venereal difeafe un-

¥ dr:r any mode whatever of regimen or diet.,"—
- am
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am afraid, ‘that 'if Mr. H.' does ‘not fee it, his pa-
tients will feel ity ‘and young practitioners, ‘follow-

ing the advice of the ‘Profeffor, may expolfe their pa-
tients either to violent inflammatory fevers, or to the
moft obftinate excruciating pains, if not to an incu-

afabla pal['ﬂy for life. -

P. 330, 351. If the rules laid down in thefe pages
about the different preparations of mercury be true,
and the care recommended for rendering them more
{fafe and effectual, founded in pradtice, it clearly
fhows, that the effects of mercury are not only in
proportion to its quantity, as Mr. H. afferted abeve ;
but that fo'much dePendﬂ on its quality, as he fay‘s
here. Th:s, however, is one of the numerous in-
{ftances of Mr. H.’s practice contradicting his theure-
tical aflertions.

P. 352. I find the following ftrange propofition :
% If 'a more fimple preparation was to be found out
“ than crude mercury, it fhould be made ufe of.”—
What Mz. H. properly means by this I do not well
underftand ; for I cannot believe him fo ignorant, as
not' to know that crude mercury is not a preparation
but a fimple product of nature. But why wifhing
to employ a more fimple mercurial preparation than
the fimpleft of all, viz. crude mercury ; efpecially
if all the different preparations, as mentioned above
(pi 1354 136.), are the fame; and if their effects
are only in proportion to their quantity; and entire-
ly'inc!cpendcnt of their quality?

P 350. He ﬂwa, B That the increafed fecretions
1 i.ﬂ
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““in falivary glands, cutaneous veflels, intercifes, a-
¥ er from the conftitution being loaded with mercu-
ry.—If this be owing only to the quantity of mer-
cury, without any refpect to its quality, we would
afk Mr. H. How it comes that two or three grains
of calomel produce now and then fuch violent effeéis
upon the inteftinal canal? or why three or four do-
fes of fublimate, of half a grain each, not unfre-
quently produce fo violent {weatings or falivation ?
This, we apprehend, he will not maintain from the
conftitution being loaded with mercury.

P. 360, Note. © Sulphur united with any of the
“ metals probably deftroys their folubility in the
“ juices, or at leaft in their effeéts in the circulation.
“ None of the cinnabars are either as fulphur or mer-
“ cury, Crude antimony, which is regulus of anti-
@ mony and fulphur has no effect. Arfenic, when
« joined with fulphur, has no effect ; nor has iron.’
"The firft propofition of this note is a2 mere cmue&urq,
unfupported by any argument or fact; the fecond 1s
true ; and the third, viz. that crudeantimony, yel-
low arfenic or nrpiment and iron united with ful-
phur, have no effect, is totally falfe without founda-
tion.

I Now come to what I referved for the laft point of
- difcuffion, the Chapter on Impotence; in which I fhall
only take notice of the two following propofitions.
Here are Mr. H.'s own words : * I think I may af-
« firm, that the act of manuftupration in itfelf does
¢ lefs harm to the conftitution in general than the
“ natural act of coition : That the natural a& of coi-

“ tion
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¢ tion with common women, or fuch as we are in-
«« different about, does lefs harm to the conftitution
« than where it is not fo felfith, and where the affec-
“ tions for the woman are allo concerned.”——Was
this reafoning juft, it would apply to prove, that our
hands were made for %% : and that it would be
better and more healthy to the human conftitu-
tion to commit all kinds of Sodomies and beftialities.
The intention of Nature, amongit all the more per-
fect animals, 1s to throw the femen into the vagina
of the female. No animal, when able to get a fe-
male, deviates from this univerfal lIaw ; and it is the
moft confummate impudence even to attempt to rea-
fon men out of it. But Mr. H. feems to delight in
advancing paradoxes, and in employing his mental
as well as generative faculties contrary to the laws
of Nature, at leaft he wifhes to perfuade us fo.
However, as he is married, and not, as we might
expect from the principles laid down above, for the
care of his own health, to an ugly beaft, but to a
very fine and amiable woman, this doétrine feems to
me nothing more or lefs but a new kind of puf of
Pighly refined guackery ; and as the practice of the
Profeflor in this point agrees fo little with his theory,
we hope, for the happinefs of his venereal patients,
the fame will be the cafe with regard to the manner
of treatment of their relpective complaints,

THE END,






























