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expenses and sundry. The sardar is responsible for thess

amounts and in turn recovers from the coolies monthly and
proportionately .

This method of recovery of advances by the sardar appears to be
left entirely in the hands of these men, who frequently, if not usually,
do not deduct & fixed amount monthly, but retain the full pay and
allow to the coolie a living allowance until such time as this debt is
paid off, a process which usually takes some years, and which is ack-
nowledged rarely to be completed under twelve months.

In the sardari system of the Duars, in fact, we have to deal not
with a number of amateur recruiters each bringing up a few other
coolies with whom their relations cease on their arrival at the pardens,
but with a class of middlemen often shrewd, more or less educated,
and always capable of locking after their own interests. In his posi-
tion and functions he resembles very closely the class of * caporali
described and condemned by Celli in his account of malaria among
the labourers in the Roman Campagna.

Yet it is not entirely a matter of the .integnty and humanity of
the sardars which is concerned.

Looked at from one point of view, one of the most extraordinary
conditions in the Duarg is the relations between the gardens and th
sardars. Not only is he supposed to take the chief responsibility of
the maintenance of the sick, but to quote from the Proceedings of the
Assam Labour Enquiry Committee (page 126) :—

“ If coolies die or abscond the loss falls on the sardar, not on
the garden.

And again (page 128)—

* Tha recoverable advance would be shown on the garden
books as a debt against the sardar which the garden re-
covers from him and he in turn from the coolie. As a
matter of fact very few of such advances have to be writ-
ten off as irrecoverable "
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suppurating scalp. At another place a family of new coolies was fonnd
consisting of two old people, their son, his wife, and four children, the
eldest old enough to work. The two old people were in a condi-
tion of great debility, the eldest girl was ill and the youngest child, an
infant at the breast was also soill as to prevent the mother working
A youth of about 18 was seen dying from intense ansmia, dropsy and
dysentery in a little lean-to shed adjoining another house. He had
no relations, and there was no one looking after him. His sardar was
supposed to be supplying him with food, but there was no sign of food,
no fire, although it was cold weather, and the boy had no blanket.
A Paharia woman was seen in one of the houses together with a child
of five, the woman was suffering severely from phthisis and could
not stand, the child had chronic dysentery and was a mere skeleton,
the husband was at work.

A woman and her daughter, nine months from Nepal, were both
found to be seriously ill. The woman was intensely anmmic; the
girl was emaciated and scarcely able to stand, appearing very apa-
thetic with intense anmmia and very large spleen. A man and
his daughter belonging to the same batch were both ill. The man was
extremely anmmic and intensely apathetic, the girl greatly emaciated
and too feeble to remain standing. On one of the medium-sized gar-
dens in June, no less than 63 severe cases of ulcers were geen, in each
case incapacitating the subject from work ; many of these cases were
of more than a month’s standing. In another garden in a Paharia line
with about 15 houses, there were about a dozen severe cases of oph-
thalmia, six cases of fever and anmmia and five cases of dysentery.
One old woman, who was very seriously ill, had no relations and no
means of getting even water which was at a considerable distance,
In another case a woman was Tound suffering from intense an@mia and
dropsy, she had been ill for six months, her husband had died and
her only support was a small boy of about ten. Instances of this
kind could be multiplied indefinitely, especially wherever large
drafts of new coolies are concerned.

PREVALENT IJISEASES.

The great majority of cases ordinarily met with are malaria and its
soquelm. In addition there exists to an extraordinary extent, notably



















































































































































