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all around the Westminster station of the Chartered
Gas Company is deeply dyed blue by the action of
the Prussic acid of the blue billy upon the iron in
the soil. The percolation downwards by the action
of rains here, represents that down through the
crowns and sides of tunnels, which are so porous that
in wet weather there is a continual trickling into
them, as all their surveyors know, as is experienced
in the drying of wells behind streets along which
sewers are made or deepened, and as 1s visible fo all
the world under the arches of our bridges, and par-
ticularly under the arches of the Greenwich railway
In fact, were it not for that permeability of the tops
of sewers, the pavement of the streets would in many
places become a water-logged compost of mud and
sand. i

That the Prussic-acid compounds are never gene-
rated in the most putrid aceumulation of night-soil,
has been proved by the experiments of Mr. Thompson,
Mr. Anderson, and myself, upon the contents of that
very foul sewer in Friar-street, Borough. Another
very complete demonstration has been afforded by
the skilful chemists charged with the working up of
the great Parisian voirie at Montfaucon, or general
reservoir of night-soil from multitudinous fosses or
cesspools.  Every useful ingredient, fluid and solid,
is worked up profitably there for various purposes,
but never has a trace of Prussic acid or eyanogen
been found.

The nature and magnitude of the peculiar malaria
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tortuous, might be made completely salubrious, and
thus prevent the possibility of suffocating any more
scavengers, while the discharged air would be so dif-
fused in the atmosphere as to cause no nuisance. Such
machines would cost little and last long, and be little
liable to derangement.

The formidable and gigantic labour of clearing
London and the Thames of the prodigious mass of
putrescent offal and filth daily generated by upwards
of two millions of human beings, with their subservient
animals, may, in my humble opinion, be successfully
performed by the modern resources of science judi-
ciously applied in the following way :—Let a well or
tank of moderate capacity be excavated at the outlet
or débouchement of each main sewer into the Thames,
and let pumps be fitted into it, to be worked by steam-
power. Let there be erected, at a suitable height,
one or more cast-iron pipes, in a nearly horizontal
line, with a slight slope eastwards, over each bank of
the river. These pipes must be extended onwards
till a convenient locality be found for the reception,
filtration, and manipulation of the sewerage. This
station should be on somewhat elevated ground, with
a gentle slope to the river, so that it would have the
great settling-basin at the summit, furnished with rami-
fying canals for letting off by sluices, through basket-
work or otherwise, the watery parts, amounting to
probably 99 hundredths of the whole bulk. This
slightly impure water should be run off through sloping
pipes, terminating near the bottom of the middle of
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