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progression, the spirilla with rapid axial rotation, the more obscure
movements of the vibrios, and, lastly, the comparatively insignificant
globular micrococei. It is the last of these which, under special
names, as micrococcus diphtheriticus, micrococcus vacciniz, and others,
which are not so easy to distinguish from one another as to make
us quite satisfied of their specific character, that are now engaging the
attention of pathologists in relation to the various changes of tissue
which are met with in puerperal disease.

There is no difficulty whatever in conceiving it quite possible for
even the larger bacteria to traverse the smallest capillaries; for we
have only to introduce under the cover of the microscopic slide a few
red blood-corpuscles, in order to perceive that three or four staff-
shaped bacteria placed side by side could follow a blood-cell in its
passage through minute vessels. And, when we observe that a micro-
coccus is a sphere whose diameter is not equal to that of the staff-
shaped bodies, we can imagine it capable of exerting local morbid in-
fluence by interruption of the physiological processes, which are constantly
taking place in the body.

Fig. 1.—Section of Pleural Membrane, with network of Lymph-vessels full of
Bacteria. Natural size (Heiberg).

My object in presenting in this familiar manner the general characters
of bacteria is rather to favour the view that, instead of treating them
with contempt, we may not only appreciate the fact of such organisms
existing, but may give some scope to the imagination when we are con-
sidering the question of morbid poisons, and are asked to believe in
much that cannot be brought within the range of actual perception. It
might be reasonably objected that there is great liability to error in
microscopic analysis of the characters of micrococei, and that we might
easily mistake other cellular forms for them, This is an objection































































