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CAREER OF PROSTITUTES. 33

is the altogether rare exception, not the general rule ; that the down-
ward progress and death of the prostitute in the absolute ranks of that
occupation are exceptional also, and that she succumbs at last, not to
that calling, nor to venereal disease, but in due time, and to the various
maladies common to respectable humanity. 3 &

I hope to show fair grounds for these conclusions, and for my opinion
that the doors of escape from this evil career are many ; that those who
have walked in it do eagerly rush through them, neither lingering nor
looking behind ; that the greatest and most flagrant are not stricken
down in the pursuit of sin, nor does the blow fall when it might be of
service as an example. If in the following pages I can do something
towards this, it may be more justly argued, I think, that an all-wise,
all-merciful God has provided these escapes, than that those whom fate
overtakes within the vicious circle are selected by His design. And if
s0, it justly follows that those are less impious and erring, than further-
ing God's will, who would widen the gates of the fold of penitence and
rest, gather by all possible means yet another crop to the harvest of
souls, and claim the Christian’s noble birthright of rejoicing over more
and yet more repentant sinners,

To those who may ask, “ What can it matter to us what becomes of
them? The subject may be statistically interesting, but no farther.
The interests of society demand that a disgusting inquiry should be dis-
couraged, lest by chance the eyes of youth should be polluted ;"—I have
this much to say. That the Utopian epoch being long since passed, if
indeed it ever had a beginning, when the book of evil could be sealed to
the people, it is time that the good and wise, not flinching from the
moral pitch, should emulate the evil and the crooked-minded in their
attempts to guide the public.

The streets of London are an: open book, and very few may walk
therein who cannot and will not inquire and read for themselves. Shall
those who of right should be commentators for ever leave an open field
to the bigoted and the sinful, with the idea of fostering a degree of
purity to which the state of society precludes a more than fictitious
existence ? Shall dirt be allowed to accumulate, only because it is dirt?

A few stubborn figures may perhaps assist the candid reader toward,
at least, a partial removal of impressions he may have received, in
common with a large portion of the public, as to the causes of mortality
among prostitutes.

_Some years ago, in 1851, the Registrar-General, Major Graham, with
his uwsnal politeness and at considerable trouble, extracted for me the
number of deaths ascribable to venereal diseases which occurred in the
Metropolis during the years 1846—7—8, and again in the year 1868
I am further indebted to him and Dr. Farr for the additional tables,
and from them I have compiled the following :—
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CAREER OF PROSTITUTES. 49

franght than publicity with danger to individuals and the pnblic; dif-
fusion would be lunacy on grounds both of morals and policy. The
existing regulations are adequate for public protection and order, which
are all the judicious can at present hope for; anything farther in that
direction we are certainly not prepared for. The Home Secretary who
should attempt anything like coercion would soon have his hands full
indeed. We are already policds enough—we are already on the
verge of excess. The shivering scorn with which the million utterly
unaffected by the measure he was advocating, received the Puritan legis-
lator’s prescription of a “ six-gounder’s tail on the pavement,” as a
plaster for public discontent, should be a lesson, “ when found to be
made a note of,” by such as would play incautiously with the serew of

Wer.

PDI repeat that prostitution is a transitory state, through which an
untold number of British women are ever on their passage. Until pre-
ventive measures, previously hinted at, to which I shall presently refer,
shall have been considerately adopted—and thereafter, too, if needful,
for T am no nostrum-monger—it 1s the duty, and it should be the busi-
ness of us all, in the interest of the commonwealth, to see these women
through that state, so as to save harmless as much as may be of the
bodies and souls of them. And the commonwealth’s interest in it is
this—that there is never a one among all of these whose partners in
vice may not some time become the husbands of other women, and
fathers of English children ; never a one of them but may herself, when
the shadow is past, become the wife of an Englishman and the mother
of his offspring ; that multitudes are mothers before they become pros-
titutes, and other multitudes become mothers during their evil career.
If the race of the people is of no concern to the State, then has the
State no interest in arresting its vitiation. But if this concern and
this interest be admitted, then arises the necessity for depriving prosti-
tution not only of its moral, but of its physical venom also.

When the first edition of this book was published, it would have
been in vain for me to have sought for any corroboration of these (at
that time startling) views, but now that it is the habit of the different
local government medical officers to study the natural history of the
prostitute, I find plenty of corroborative evidence of these my original
statements. Thus, in the recent report from the Select Committee on
Contagious Diseases, Mr. Sloggett says, in reply to question 112, [Mr.
Percy W]rndham,] Is it not the fact that a very large number of
women who have at one time of their lives followed prostitution at
Devonport, subsequently marry +—A large number. Of those 1,775 (the
number at Devonport), 250 have married.

Mr. Parsons, in speaking of Portsmouth, adds, in answering question
369, When you speak of so many women having married, have you
found that for the most part they marry respectably +—Many do ; it is

my own stafistics that tell me the fact. I could not have helieved it
myself, but many of them marry exceedingly well.
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CONTROL OF PROSTITUTES. T

sum of £30 to prosecute such person for such offence, such constable to
be allowed the reasonable expenses of prosecution, and on conyiction
the sum of £10 to be paid to each of the two inhabitants ; and by the
8th section, it is enacted that any person who shall at any time there-
after appear, or behave him or herself as master or mistress, or as the

erson having the care, government, or management of any bawdy
Enuse, or other disorderly house, shall be deemed and taken to bhe the
Leeper thereof, and shall be liable to be prosecuted-and punished as
such, notwithstanding he or she shall not in fact be the real keeper or
owner thereof. The punishment is fine or imprisonment, or both, and,
by 3 George IV. c. 114, hard labour. I may here mention that the
licensing of theatres, and other places for the exhibition of stage enter-
tainments, is regulated by 10 George IL ¢. 28 ; and the licensing of
public-houses by 9 George IV. c. 61, to which I have before alluded.
The attitude assumed by the law towards prostitution may be briefly
stated as follows :—

It requires the police to repress flagrant acts of indecency and disorder
in the streets and places of public resort ;

It restrains the opening of theatres and places of amusement or
refreshment without a licence, which must be applied for annually, and
is continued only during good behaviour, thereby making it the interest
of managers and proprietors to discountenance gross disorders, and to
maintain so far as possible the outward forms of decorum in their
establishments ;

It prohibits the opening of refreshment houses during certain hours of
the night, a prohibition imposed, notwithstanding the hardship thereby
inflicted on some classes of workmen, for the purpose of putting an end,
if possible, to the shameless debauchery nightly exhibited in the Hay-
market and its environs ;

It encourages the prosecution of keepers of brothels and other disor-
derly houses ;

But it ignores the existence of prostitution as a system, exerting its
authority in those cases only which, by open contempt for order and
decency, obtrude into notice and demand repression. Men and
women are, in fact, left in this matter to their own consciences ; and so
lcnﬂﬁ'l as they respect public decency, their private conduct passes un-
challenged, while the different parishes are left to decide for themselves
whether or not they will permit known prostitutes to find shelter
within their borders. How far this state of the law is wise and right
will form the subject of consideration in a future chapter. One result
of Ernstit.utiun, with the evil and extent of which we dealt in the pre-
ceding chapter, has forced into action on behalf of certain classes and
certain districts an unwilling legislature ; the result of that action we
shall presently consider, but first of all we will glance at the means
at present provided for alleviating disease.

LOCK HOSPITAL.

If we turn to London, a city of 3,000,000 souls, we find but ONE
institution specially devoted to the treatment of venereal diseases—
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CLANDESTINE PROSTITUTION ON THE CONTINENT. 155

the ruffiani, or pimps, who operate in the frequenf;e& quarters of the
town, and pester Englishmen &speniall}r with ’trhﬂﬂf. offers of service.
The low prostitution of the town, ministering for the most part to the
desires of the military and marine, is gathered together in the suburb
outside the Porta Capuana. Report says, there is a certain fixed tariff
for the enjoyment of these women ; and the entrance to and exit from
their quarter are under the charge of military posts, which, every other
route being carefully blockaded, all visitors must pass. A drive through
this “inferno” was, and perhaps is, one of the great sights for strangers
at Naples. Its shameless denizens would expose themselves most fully
to the curious in the open street. They were supposed to number some
thousands, but I am afraid to say how many ; and also have reason to
think, although I repeat it with reserve, that residence in the quarteris
imposed upon some of them as a punishment for private erotic delin-
quencies, attended by more than usually notorious scandal.

I am inclined fo think this system of suburban prostitution may
have obtained in the days of the dramatist Ford. In Lme's Sacrifice,
(Act iv., Scene 1), I’Avolos is made to say :—* Your only course, I can
advise you, is, to pass to Naples, and set up a house of casualty ; there
are many fair and frequent suburbs, and you need not fear the conta-
gion of any pestilent disease, for the very worst is very proper to the

lace.”
: The English cemetery is close to the prostitutes’ quarter, and until
the latter was hemmed in, the chaplain, on the road to the scene of his
labours, was obliged, unless he made a long défour, to pass through
some of its streets.

CLANDESTINE PROSTITUTION ON THE CONTINENT, '

I have now performed that part of my task which consisted of ex-
hibiting to the contemplation of the reader the wvarious methods
adopted in foreign lands of dealing with prostitution. It will have
been noticed that a division unknown to us at home is made abroad
between public or registered and clandestine or unregistered prostitutes.
We are thus hmugﬁt face to face with two rival systems, the one
private prostitution as practised in England, the other public prostitu-
tion, the system under which it is the object of continental nations to
place all abandoned women who live by the hire of their persons.
Clandestine prostitutes, as we have seen, are those who elude the state
regulations, and carry on their trade in defiance of the law. Dr.
Jeannel describes the clandestine prostitute as follows ; he says (page
214) :—“ We may call a woman a clandestine prostitute who lives by
her person, and has the address to withdraw herself from special police
supervision and periodical examinations.” Also at page 213 he says :—
“ The uhu‘;ﬂﬂtariat}ic fact of the business of the clandestine prostitute as
of the rggfﬂlapeqed: prostitute giving rise to the intervention of the police,
.:md wh}c 1t 1s Important clearly to define, consists in going to seek or
in sending to seek in a public place strange men in order to exercise
with them lewd acts for a money consideration.”—JEANNEL, p. 213.

Registered women present diseases of a trifling character compared
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PRECAUTIONS TO BE TAKEN BY SOLDIERS. 193

take, and to enforce any such order would no doubt be attended with
the greatest difficulty. It is a matter that must be left entirely to each
man’s discretion and good sense ; no order should be made ; but it does
not follow that because the practice cannot be insisted upon as a matter
of discipline, that facilities should not be offered to those who may be
inclined to follow the dictates of their own prudence, or the advice of
the surgeons. There can be no doubt that the best results would attend
their employment, and I would therefore auf?;gest that lavatories for this
purpose should be built near the entrance of the barracks, so that the
sergeant on guard might induce every soldier on returning from a
carouse to make use of them. These lavatories might be made with
little divisions similar to those seen in railway urinals, the number varying
according to the requirements of the force. Kach separate compartment
should have water laid on, with a little tap, and small zinc basin, and
chain, in which the soldier could wash the infected organs. I further
propose that carbolic acid be previously mixed with this water, in the
proportion of half-an-ounce to the pint.

The great advantage to be derived from the use of other lotions
might also be pointed out, and authority might be given to the surgeons
to issue them at their discretion.

Various lotions have been recommended as preservatives against
syphilis. The following is the hygienic liquid recommended for the
use of prostitutes at Brussels:—Take of solution of caustic soda (lig.
sod®), or solution of caustic potash (liq. potass), 1 oz. ; water, 1 pint.

Jeannel thinks that decomposition takes place by the absorption of
carbonic acid when exposed to the air ; that it destroys the epitheleum ;

“may produce excoriations, and debilitates the mucous membrane. He

refers the following hygienic water which he has employed at
%nrdeaux —Take of alum, half an ounce; sulphate of protoxide of
iron, 15 grs. ; sulphate of copper, 15 grs. ; compound aromatic alcohol,
14 drs. ; water, 32 oz. Mix.

The compound aromatic alecohol consists of a strong soclution of
essential oil of lemons, mint, lavender, &e., in alechol, at 85 c.

This hygienic water, prepared in large quantities, 1s sold to the
prostitutes at the price of a penny a quart at the dispensary, The con-
sumption among the prostitutes at Bordeaux during the last six years
has risen to 90 gallons per month. This liquid coagulates the albumen.
As it is but slightly charged with ferruginous salts, it does not stain
the linen, and its agreeable smell engages the patient to use it as a
cosmetique. Its green colour, its metallic taste, and its very aromatic
smell prevent any one mistaking it for water, or running the risk of
drinking it. Mons. Rodet, of Lyons, recommends the following preser-
vative :—Take of distilled water, 1 oz. ; perchloride of iron, citric acid,
hydrochloric acid, of each 1 dr. Mix. And he further considers that it
possesses a destructive action on virulent liquids. Supposing this solu-
tion to be efficacious, it presents certain caustic properties, and cannot
be used at the discretion of women, although it might be employed by
a physician. Moreover, it stains linen, I\%ﬂﬂ& Worbe has proposed a
lotion made with the solution of bichloride of mercury, with the
addition of laudanum, acetate of ammonia, and alcohol.

13
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OBJECTIONS TO AMELIORATION BY PENITENTIARIES. 269

on their re-entry on the world, to encounter which successfully a life
of retirement seems a poor preparation, I say that in taking them
suddenly from the streets, and placing them in seclusion and under
restraint, you are putting them into a position for which they have not
sufficient strength of mind, or will, at least—that to find women of the
town equal to the task imposed on them, must from the very nature of
things be the exception, and not the rule. The principle of the advo-
cate of this system has for its basis not the possibility merely, but
the probability of sudden conversion. My plan proceeds, on the
contrary, on the principle that change must be gradual, and that
satisfactory reformation can only be accomplished not by suddenly
transferring these women from one mode of existence to another,
but by preparing them for a change of life by instilling gradually
into their minds a change of thought and ideas. This can only
be done by bringing them into contact with the ideas and feelings
of that society which they have outraged, and by continually recalling
to their notice the contrast presented by their own reckless, hopeless
existence—to that pure and decent life, blessed by home ties and home
affections, to which their sin makes them strangers—by bringing them
into contact with men other than those with whom they usually con-
sort, and making them feel that there are men who disapprove their
mode of life, and refuse to find pleasure in their sins—by making them
acquire habits of cleanliness, decency, and self-respect. The conviction
that their mode of life is a fatal mistake, will thus gradually arise in
their minds ; and if this growing conviction has for its companion the
knowledge that a change 1s possible, we may ect with some confi-
dence that the ideas thus gradually received Tﬁfﬂjhﬂ abiding, and not
transitory, and will ripen under proper care and help into true refor-
mation. Buf how can this be done? It clearly cannot be done by
voluntary association, nor by disjointed efforts ; it must be done by a
system supported and enforced by authority.

I apprehend that few people will find any difficulty in following me
so far as this; but now comes the difficulty, what machinery can we
make use of, what system imposed and backed up by authority can be
devised capable of doing all this? I answer, the machinery is simple :
the same men who examine the health of their bodies, may, if they will,
do all this for them. But it may be answered this result has not been
seen in France. I answer, that in France no attempt has been made to
produce it.

We have seen that under the system as carried out in our garrison
towns, something of this kind is being done. The women are at least
taught to respect themselves, and they ave already less dirty and less dis-
reputable. If care be taken in the selection of the health inspectors, every
ﬁrustltute who comes within the scope of the Act, will week by week find

erself brought face to face with a man who disapproves and stands
f\luuf from her life of sin, she will have the necessity of cleanliness
impressed upon ]“31:, she will have the filthiness of her life imperceptibly
brought to her notice. I would suggest that at the inspector's office
papers e.:huuld be kept, to be had on application, showing how those
who desire to turn from a life of prostitution can have the means placed
before them of doing so, and a notice should be fixed up in the office









































































































ING'S
College

20109583

AT Uh'\ﬂ!‘llll!HUU










