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extended Sanitary Inquiry. Xiii

ation as to their cost and the probable returns in rent, and whether on
the whole (other advantages than the pecuniary return being taken into
consideration) they are deemed profitable ; or what may be the extent of
pecuniary loss upon them, or how far it may be countervailed by other
considerations.

Although the facls collected l:?r you may not lead to the adoption of
any legislative remedies, the publication of successful examples may be
useful in stimulating to the voluntary adoption of them.

The Commissioners wish you however to consider whether any legis-
lative measure in the nature of a Building Aet (4. e. an Act preseribing
certain rules to be followed in the building of cottages) would tend to in-
troduce generally the improvements which may have been adopted par-
tially by public-spirited persons in your district.

This may be considered :—

1. In the case of tenements intended for the residence of the labouring
classes in fowns ;

2. In the case of cottage tenements in rural distriets.

With regard to the former elass of tenements, the wages of the labourers
in towns being commonly double those earned in the rural distriets, they
may be well able to afford to procure such an increase of eomfort in thewr
houses as may be obtained by means of a Building Act, even at the cost
of an additional rent. You are also requested, in your observations on this
subject, to bear in mind another question, namely, the expediency of ex-
empling small tenements from the payment of rates, or wherever rents are
collected weekly, of collecting the rates from the landlord.

It has been stated that the exemption from poor’s rate tends to dete-
riorate the tenements of the labouring classes, inasmuch as many of such
tenements are, for the purpose of obtaining the exemption, built of such
quality and appearance as may bring them within the exempted class. It
has heen further stated, that the benefit of the exemption goes to the land-
lord, the rent for cottages built for letting in towns being very high as
compared with rents obtained for other house property, and that such
increased rents have been demanded expressly on the ground of exemption
from rating. The causes affecting the construction of cottages are not
expressly mentioned in the reports referred to in the resolution of the
House of Lords, which treat chiefly of the exiernal and immediately-
removable causes of disease, such as stagnant pools or other out-door nui-
sances with which the parochial officers had to some extent been heretofore
accustomed to interfere. But the defective construetion of the cottages
themselves, and the imperfect protection they may afford against cold or
damp—the want of means for the due regulation of warmth or of conve-
niences for eleanliness, may often be the causes of the prevalence of disease ;
and the Commissioners consider not only that these subjects cannot with

ropriety be overlooked in any report on the sources of disease among the
}Jabﬂuring classes, but that the beneficial moral results which may arise
from the suggestion of improvements in the habitations of the labouring
classes justify the Commissioners in taking this oceasion to direct your
attention to the heads of inquiry which are noticed in this communication.

Signed, by Order of the Board,
To E. Caapwick, Seeretary. |
Assistant Poor Law Commissioner.

2, —Cireular Letler of Instructions to Clerks of the Boards of Guar-
dians in England and Wales.

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House,
12th November, 183%.
Sir,—I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to inform you that
they have, in compliance with a communication from Her Majesty’s Secre-
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4, —Cirewlar Lelter to the Provosts of Burghs in Seotland.

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House,
London, 1840,

Sir,—The Poor Law Commissioners have received from Her Majes!
directions to extend to Scotland the inguiry they have, in compliance wit
an address from the House of Lords, been directed to make in England as
to the eauses of disease and destitution arising from the situation and con-
struetion of the dwellings of the labouring classes, and from other similar
circumstances affecting their sanitary condition. o

The Commissioners request your aid in eonducting the inquiry in the

The Commissioners have obtained valuable informafion in England from
the medical practitioners who have the care of hospitals and dispensaries,
where those contagious febrile diseases to which their atfention has been
specially directed come under the observation and treatment of experienced
professional men.

The Commissioners ask of you the favour of pufting them in commu-
nication with the officers of the medical charities and establishments in the

of , whether
supported by the voluntary subscriptions of the inhabitants or by payments
out of the town funds, or both.

The Commissioners desire fo ascertain, either from the officers of such
institutions or from the medical practitioners of the most extensive practice
amongst the poorer classes, or from those who visit them in their habi-
tations, to what extent continued fever, and other contagious febrile
diseases, are prevalent amongst the poor ;—what is the character of the
streets and houses in which these maladies most frequently arise, or spread
with the greatest rapidity; the siale of the paving,—scavenging, and
sewerage of such streets,—their width,—the drainage of the houses,—their
size,—their state of repair,—the number of families living under one roof,
—the number living in cellars ;—and other circumstances relating to the
structure and situation of the habitations of the poorer classes, and their
habits, by which they may be rendered more susceptible of the influence of
contagion.

The Commissioners would also be glad to obfain information whether
the main sewers of the town have been constructed in a satisfactory manner,
and kept in good repair; and to what body, and with what powers this
duty' is confided ;—whether there are any sanitary regulhtions of a local
character for the enforcement of the paving of streets, and of drainage on
the owners of houses erected within a reasonable distance of sewers ;—
whether any local body has power tointerfere in the removal of any, and if so
of whaf, nuisances injurious to health; or to cause lodging-houses, and dwell-
ings liable to be infected with fever, to be cleansed and whitewashed from
time to time, and by whom the expense of such interference is sustained.

The Commissioners are furlher desirous of ascertaining whether the
authority possessed by the town council, or other local body intrusted
with the paving, scavenging, sewerage, the removal of nuisances and other
causes of disease, are sufficient, or might in any respect be increased with
advantage to the sanitary condition of the town, and especially of those
parts of the town which are inhabited chiefly or exclusively by the working
classes, and which are therefore comparatively remote from the observation,
and less subject to the interference of the mit{dle classes.

The Commissioners will be glad to obtain from you or from the town
couneil of any suggestions which you may be desirous
to make on the subject ; and they trust they may have the benefit of your
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advice and assistance in the inquiry with which they ave c¢harged in the
of ancd
its suburbs.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your very obedient servant,

To Epwin CHapwick, Seerelary.
The Provost of :

— it

5 —Circular Letter of Inquiry to Dis nsary Surgeons and Medical
FPractitioners in Seotland.

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House,
London, 19th Jone, 1840,

Sir,—The Poor Law Commissioners have been directed to extend to
Scotland the inquiry which in the past year they received Her Majesty’s
commands to conduet in England, for the purpose of ascertaining what
cireumstances in the condition of the poorer elasses promote the spread of
continued fever and other contagious febrile diseases.

They are desirous that this inquiry should be conducted with care in
large towns, where the sources ol contagion or the circumstances which
promote its rapid diffusion among the population are more rife than in
the rural districts ; they are anxious to obtain the assistance of the medieal

ractitioners having charge of hospitals and dispensaries in such towns,
ause such institutions afford the best means of observing under what
eircumstances febrile contagious diseases are disseminated ; of defining the
districts of the town in which they spread ; of ascertaining the character
of the streets and houses in such districts: the comparative attention
paid to the paving, sewerage, and drainage of these distriets; and whether
or not they are subject to malarious influences,

The strueture of the dwellings of the labouring classes ; the nature and
extent of their internal accommodation, and of the means for securing
cleanliness, for removing filth, for promoting ventilation, and for providing
warmth with due economy, can be most easily ascertained by medical gen-
tlemen who devote their fime to the frequently gratuitous services of public
institutions ; they also are most competent 1o discriminate between the
direct influence of the habits of the poorer classes, and of the external eir-
cumstances by which they are surrounded, on their sanitary condition;
while on the other hand they will not be liable to fall into the error of
supposing that these habits are independent of arrangements which ad-
minister to domestic comfort.

The Commissioners trust, therefore, they may rely with confidence on
your affording them your valuable assistance in the inquiry which they are
directed to pursue. They trust you will permit them to suggest that if the
cases recorded in the books of your hospital were grouped according to the
distriets from which the patients were removed, you would at once be able
to define in a map those parts of your town most subject to contagious
febrile diseases, and to furnish the Commissioners with the number of
cases of each febrile disease occurring in each of these districts, and would

ssess the means of ascertaining and delineating the features of those
distriets in all that relates to the sanitary condition of the inhabitants, and
to medieal police. Besides the general influences alluded to in the former
part of this letter, you will probably find it useful to ascertain whether any
injurious consequences are clearly attributable to certain elasses off manu-
factories surrounded by the habitations of the poor, to the location of
slaughter-houses, tanneries, ancient burial grounds, &c., amidst dense
masses of the population. _ i, 2 ki

In the course of this igjluir}r it may be found necessary fo dmlmgmslh
the extent of disease caused by physical or removable agenecies, by malaria
created by defective drainage, or the bad construction of the dwellings of











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































