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X1V EXPLANATION OF THE PLATES.

mortise, and shew how the screw acts to render the instru-
ment immoveable.

By referring to the 4th figure once more, we shall perceive
in what manner the * fixed support” plays in the mortise found
in the piece (p. ».) of the bed, and also how it may be rendered
fixed. We see that, when the screw-handle (4) isin the position
represented by the drawn lines of the figure, the “ support” falls
through the mortise as far as its superior part, by which it is
maintained ; when, on the contrary, the handle is placed in
the position represented by the dotted lines, the * support” is
then fixed at any height, as is equally seen by the dotted lines
in the fignre. The instrument is then placed in the mortise, .
as has been before explained.

We may form an idea of the position in which the instrument
is placed as regards the bladder, if we fancy to ourselves the
patient’s pelvis placed quite on the front of the mattress, his
head and shoulders supported by the pillow, and his feet rest-
ing in the sandals.

7th Fig—(Reduced to one-sixth.)—A wadded belt, destined
to support the patient's shoulders, and hinder him from sliding
backwards when it is found necessary to elevate the pelvis
to an angle of forty-five degrees, by inclining the bed.*

* The plates represent the lithotritic instruments of the diameter
which is usually required ; but it is absolutely necessary that they
should be of different diameters, according to the capacity of the
urethra : they should consequently vary from two lines to four and a
half, :
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