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1v PREFACE.

thence resulted, the important object of my
publication has been completely attained.

In the essay written on that occasion
I refrained, for reasons therein mentioned,
from communicating any of the particular
results of my inquiries on this new mode
of practice, with the promise, however, of
soon again appearing before the public. To
redeem that promise is, therefore, the ob-
ject of this publication ; which, should the
pressing avocations of a laborious profession
permit, wili, I hope, be only the first of
a series on analagous subjects. Of the me-
rits of the present essay it will be for others
to judge. I may, however, be permitted
to say, that the subject of it is evidently
one of the first importance ; and, although
its investigation has required very conside-
rable labour, I shall be amply repaid, if it
be found, by general experience, that I
have discovered the means of rendering
certain the operation of a remedy, which
is admitted to be (on those rare occasions
when it can be made to act on the sys-
tem) extremely valuable in the treatment
of hepatic or bilious diseases : an extensive
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class of ‘maladies, for the relief of which
mercury, in some form or other, has hither-
to been almost our only resource.

I take an opportunity, in this place, of
alluding to a subject, to which the particular
attention of such as are solicitous about the
advancement of “ Aimidiatrics’ cannot be
too anxiously directed. There are few
practitioners who do not now employ,
mare or less extensively, apparatuses for
the application of medicated vapours or
gases to the skin ; but, I regret to say, that
the principles, according to which they
should be constructed, are too often entirely
overlooked. Thus the temperature of such
as are in common use cannot be ele-
vated to the necessary height: itis im-
possible, by their means, to apply the
vapour in a state of sufficient concen-
tration ; because of its escaping into the
apartment, and so affecting the respiratory
organs of the patient, that the fumigation
cannot be continued without great incon-
venience : and lastly, they do not admit of
the operation being sufficiently varied, ei-
ther in respect to the kind of vapour used,
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or the parts to which it is applied. Itis
scarcely necessary to observe, that the em-
ployment of instruments so imperfect must
often be worse than useless. Indeed the
want of success, thence necessarily arising,
would be sufficient to bring the practice into
total disrepute, if it did not stand on a basis
which cannot be undermined. 1 have even
known some practitioners of great respecta-
bility fall into very unaccountable mistakes.
I have known them, for instance, confound
the operation of heated air with that of
aqueous vapour, although their action on
the system is totally different. I have also
heard of others, who, in place of using at-
mospheric air, which had been heated
without any diminution of its purity, employ
air warmed by a lamp introduced into the
apparatus : apparently forgetful, that the
combustion of the lamp necessarily dete-
riorates the air, and renders it totally unfit
for the purposes required. Time will, of
course, correct these errors. It is, however,
necessary, in the mean while, to point them
out, and to contribute, as much as possible,
to their exposure and removal. That any
assistance, in my power to afford, may not
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be wanting, I shall always have much plea-
sure in permitting any practitioner, who
may be desirous to establish apparatuses of
proper construction, whether for private
purposes or in public institutions, to in-
spect those which I have erected after con-
siderable experience and attention to the
subject.

When the last sheet of this essay was
in press, a publication from the pen of that
great benefactor of mankind, Dr. JeNNER,
arrived in Dublin.*  From its perusal I
have received the most sincere gratification,
not merely because it fully confirms the
opinions advanced in the following pages,
respecting the importance of permanent cu-
taneous irritation in the treatment of inter-
nal disease, but, because it affords a new
proof of the great benefit which may be
derived from the application of remedies
to the skin ; and clearly shews how impe-
riously practitioners are called on to com-
bine their efforts, and reduce this interest-

“ ¢ On the Influence of Artificial Eruptionsin certain Dis-
eases incidental to the Human Body.—London, 1822.” 4to.
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ing branch of therapeutics to that state of
certainty, which its great importance de-
mands. As there cannot be a stronger
proof of this truth than the cases of hepatic
disease, which are related in Dr. JENNER's
publication, and as these cases are very
much to my present purpose, I am sure the
reader will not require any apology for the
liberty which I take of here transcribing
them. The two first occurred in Dr. JEN-
NER’s practice, and the third was communi-
cated to him by his relative the Rev. G. C,

JENNER.

““ ZEB SELMAN, wmtat. 12.—He had been ill for six
months with the symptoms of that disease which is termed
chronic hepatitis. His liver felt generally enlarged, very
much indurated, and sensible to the touch. He was seen at
an advanced period of the eomplaint by a physician of ac-
knowledged high abilities. This gentleman is reported by
the patient’s friends to have said, that if he had seen him at
the commencement of the disease, the chances would have
been seven to one against him, and now would be ten to one.
The cachectic appearance and general emaciation were cer-
tainly such as indicated the probability of a fatal termination,
and, if I had given an opinion, it would perhaps have been
similar. At this period of the progress of the complaint the
ointment * was applied with the usual cutaneous effect ; after

* It may be necessary to mention that the ocintment used by Dr.

JexxERr to produce cutaneous irritation and suppuration was that of the
tartrate of antimony.
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which he recovered with astonishing rapidity, and no vestige
of the induration or enlargement within the abdomen remains.
Mild aperients, which he had been in the habit of taking,
were used during his indisposition.”—p. 10.

“ JouN Gay, 39 years of age,—Was taken ill about four
months ago, with feelings of languor and nervous debility,
accompanied with dyspepsia, bilious and acid eructations :
he had alse pain in the right hypochondrium, dry sore throat,
and general feverishness. With these symptoms he had py-
rosis. His complaint continued to grow worse, especially a
dull pain which had been going forwards in the region of the
liver, till he was seized with symptoms of complete obstruc-
tion of the common duct of the gall-bladder. His skin be-
came tinted with a deep blackish yellow colour. The food
and medicines which he tock, for some time after the symp-
toms of obstruction, regurgitated in an unaltered state, from
the stomach. He found great difficulty in procuring medi-
cines, from different medical men, that would aet on his
bowels. In this ‘emergency, scanty evacuations of slime
were procured by the administration of clysters; but he
passed no solid stercoraceous stools ; pills of soap and rhu-
barb, combined with an aromatic, and also the ointment,
were mow prescribed for him. Pimples appeared within
twenty-four hours, These suppurated, and discharged pus
with unusual freedom, and disposition to continue to dis-
charge. About the time at which the pustules appeared, a
sudden burst of evacuations took place, consisting first of
bilivus coloured fluid, next of slime of a green hue, and an
abundance of shreds of a skinny appearance. In his first
stools, at this time, my patient observed a mass, which he
conceived to be food and medicines which he had taken pre-
viously, and had remained unaltered in the alimentary canal.
The pain in his right shoulder and right hypochondrium abated
rapidly, and his stools came away more solid, but still en-
veloped in slime. 1leis now convaleseent, but tender under
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the margins of the right ribs, and possessing a mitigated de-
gree of unhealthy action about ihe liver. As his heaith im-
proved, the eruptions evinced a disposition to dry up, but they
have been continued. He had, four years ago, a constitu-
tional sore, which has occasionally healed and re-appeared :
its final suppression may have had some connexion with his
present coraplaint. His recovery went on and was perfected
in far less time than I could reasonably expect, considering
the extreme state of debility to which he was brought by his
long and severe sufferings. Within six weeks he resumed
his laborious occupation, which was that of a sawyer.”—
pp. 23-4.

“ WiLLiam HoLroway, wtat. 26,—Very tall, and of ra-
ther a spare habit, about the end of December, or beginning
of January last, was attacked with violent pain in the left
side, and considerable swelling about the region of the liver,
with most of the usual symptoms that attend hepatitis, to-
gether with others indicative of pulmonary affection. He
was bled, blistered, and took various medicines, under the
direction of several medical gentlemen in the neighbourhood.
These remedies afforded him a temporary relief; but he soon
grew worse, and his malady continued to increase for six
weeks, when I mentioned his case to you. By your advice,
I furnished him with some of the ointment of tartarized an-
timony, and directed him to rub it on the chest. In twenty-
four hours, eruptions appeared. The enlargement about the
liver soon began to subside, the pain abated, and at the ex-
piration of a month he was able to follow his usual occupa-
tion of a mason and bricklayer.

* In September last, during the unsettled weather, he went
to assist a neighbour in securing bis corn ; when, after using
great bodily exertion, and drinking freely of cider while he
was very warm, he felt himself much indisposed, and in two

days afterwards was seized with chulis, The pain in the side
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returned, attended with pain on the top of the shoulder and
in the chest, shortness of breath, cough, quick pulse (I never
found it under 120), and great debility. He now used the
ointment, unassisted by any internal remedy. He received
it from me with the most enthusiastic rapture, and used it
more profusely than I intended, not only on the chest, but
on the shoulder, and wherever he felt pain. A large crop of
pustules was the result, which maturated, and continued to
discharge plentifully for nine days, when he was able to re-
sume his work, andisnow free fromall complaint.” —pp. 62-3.

Although the foregoing cases may ap-
pear almost incredible, it is, of course, en-
tirely unnecessary to observe on the uniimit-
ed confidence which we are bound to repose
In every statement made by their illustrious
relator. If] therefore, a remedy be capable
of producing such remarkable effects on the
liver, simply in consequence of its power
of exciting cutaneous irritation, how much
greater benefit may we not rationally expect
from chlorine, an agent which, at the same
time that it excites an analogous irritation
in the skin, influences in a most particular
manner, the functions of the biliary organ!

Dublin,
3, Gardiner Place.
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&e. &ec.

TuerE are few practitioners who have not had
occasion to use applications of ¢ Nitro-muriatic
acid” to the skin, in certain diseases of the liver, and
in certain cases of syphilis, for which mercury had
been administered without sueccess; or in which
the patient was, from an impaired constitution, or

from some peculiar idiosyncracy, unable to un-
dergo its action.

I believe it may be affirmed, that the general re-
sult of experience respecting this remedy is, that,
although its administration has, on some occa-
sions, been followed by very considerable and
very beneficial effects, on the constitution and on
the disease, at other times no sensible action has
resulted ; and, unless T am mistaken, many have,
had occasion to regret the loss of time spent in its

fruitless employment.
B
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Such, at least, was the result of my own ex-
perience ; for, although I had sometimes produced
by it the most dectdedly good effects, and cer-
tainly in very discouraging cases, yet, in others of
an analogous kind, and often not so severe, I
was entirely unsuccessful. In short, having
been so often disappointed in being able to obtain
any certain or determinate effects from its admi-
nistration, I had ceased to use it, except in cases,
for the relief of which there was no other resource
left.

-~ While my opinion was in this state, a very
hopeless case of chronic hiver disease occurred ;
and, having tried many remedies in vain for its
removal, I ordered the employment of the ¢ Nitro-
muriatic aeid” embroecations, although I did not
expect much advantage from them. The most
fortunate result, however, ensued—my patient per-
fectly recovered. About the very same period, I
happened to meet an old friend, who had lately
returned from India, where he had suffered much
from hepatic disorder. I asked this gentleman
his opinion of the powers of the ¢ Nitro-muriatie
acid.” He instantly replied, «“ I have no doubt of
its great powers—it saved my life.” Was it pos-
sible, after such occurrences, to avoid lamenting
the very uncertain action of this remedy ? an ac-
tion so uncertain, that, while 1t produced in some
cases effects almost incredible, in others it ap-
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peared so inert, as not to influence, in any way,
the constitution of the person to whom it was ap-
plied. I indeed resolved, from that moment, to
devote considerable attention to the subject, in
hopes of acquiring such information as would en-
able me to employ it with the certainty of its always
producing at least some determinate effect on the
economy. Being, at the same time, particularly en-
gaged in inquiries relative to the mode of treating
disease by applications to the skin, and conse-
quently finding myself in a situation well calcu-
lated to enable me to prosecute the subject with
facility and effect, I entered the more readily on
the investigation.

The researches made, in consequence of this
determination, have fortunately led me to the em-
ployment of a very valuable remedy, (gascous
chlorine,) and to a mode of applying it to the
skin, by which we can secure its influence on the
system. To communicate to the profession these
results, together with an account of cases sub-
mitted to the action of this agent, which I may
be here permitted to observe, I have found a most
importantaddition to our means of treating some of
the most intractable diseases incidental to the hu-
man body, is the intention of the present essay : but,
before I enter on its more immediate object, it may
be well tomake some remarks on the general efficacy
of medicines applied to the skin ; and on the advan-
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tages likely to be derived from such a practice
n the treatment of disease. This, perhaps, is the
more necessary, as there may be some who are
not acquainted with the extensive powers we

possess of influencing the system through the
medium of this organ.

“UT ENIM DATUR ALIARUM PARTIUM IN CUTEM
ACTIO, ITA CUTIS PARITER ACTIO IN ALIAS PARTES
EXISTIT."—LORRY, De morbis Cutan. Introd.

Tue most remarkable character of lLiving
bodies is derived from the constant interchange
of particles, which exists between their compo-
nent parts and the surrounding world ; and from
the sympathy which binds together the various
organs, that by this very connexion, constitute
the individual. It is from these properties that all
such bodies are subject to decay and death, and
it is also from the very same qualities, that they
are capable of being influenced by those agents,
which medicine affords for the preservation of
health and the prolongation of life. In truth, all
our remedies, which do not produce their effect by
a direct local influence,* must act either through
the medium of those sympathies, which connect
the numerous organs of our body, or else by being

. —mam

¥ By direct local influence is meant the action of medicine on parts, to
which they are primarily applied.
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conveyed along with the circulating fluids to
those parts, on which they are destined more
~particularly fo produce their eflect.

It 1s well known that all medicines, whether it
be intended that they should produce a direct in-
fluence, or operate by exciting sympathetic ac-
tions, or enter the mass of circulating fluids, must
be applied, or, more correctly speaking, are ap-
plied, to some of those surfaces, which are natu-
rally in contact with bodies that do not form any
part of the individual. Of these surfaces, one is
external, and called cutaneous; and the other n-
ternal, and called mucous. The analogies that ex-
1st between these two surfaces, whether we con-
sider their structure, their properties, their sym-
pathies, or even their general functions, have been
so clearly ascertained and pointed out by modern
physiologists, that they might be considered as
different portions of the same membrane.®

® As instances of these analogies, it may be observed. 1st, They
are both endowed with that kind of sensibility, which enables them
to bear with impunity the impressions of foreign bodies. 2dly, They
are both protected from the influence of these bodies by an inorganic
covering thus, an epidermis covers the cutis, and the chorion of the mucous
membranes is covered by an epidermis, by a mucous fluid, or by both.
3dly, They are the seat of all the excretions. 4thly, It is by these sur-
faces that all substances are introduced into the body from without. 5thly,
The capillary portion of their vascular system has the same arrangement.
In the foregoing characters they resemble each other, and, by the same
characters, they are distinguished from the rest of the organs or tissues of.




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































