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ADVERTISEMENT
TO THE
FIRsT EDI1ITTO N.

i

————— — — ]

By the following cafes, colle@ed with
care, chofen with a view to real utility,
and reported with precifion and fidelity,
it will be eafily {een that the Author has
no defign to obtrude any noftrum or {pe-
cific upon the public, but merely to exhibit
the refult of his own praétice and obfer-
vations in a malady of the greateft im-
portance, in which a confiderable number
of perfons aré deeply concerned. He
has advanced no ideal {peculations or fan-
taftic theories, which might furnifh matter

| Gfdﬂubtfulc:ﬂnje&ure,butcontentinghim-
A2 felf






DEDICATION

IN THE

o RLSd B DT IO NG

e ————

To Joun CoakiLey LETTsowMm,
“M.D. F RS, ETC, EEC.

Dear Sir,

THE permiflion which you
have fo politely granted of dedicating the
following fheets to you, I regard not
merely as a teftimony of {fome little pro-
feflional tendernefs and fkill, conftantly,
however, to the beft of my abilities ex-
erted towards the relief of fuch of my
fellow creatures, whofe complaints involve
the laft ftage of human mjfery, but as a

] proof






ADVERTISEMENT

TO THE

SR CON D LEDI Tk QN

AS it may juftly be prefumed that the
Public have already decided on the utility
of this feleftion, by the rapid fale of the
firlt impreflion, it cannot fail to afford the
Author the moft fenfible fatisfattion to
offer a fecond edition, revifed, correted,
and enlarged, as an acquifition to the
interefts of humanity, delivered on the
authority of extenfive obfervation and
prattice, as a tribute in the difcharge of
his profeflional duties, not unworthy a
continued and favourable extenfion of

public patronage.






PRETFTACE.

¥ L g,

IT is an obfervation of the learned Dr.
Johnfon, that “of the uncertainty of our
prefent fate, the moft dreadful and alarm-
ing is the uncertain continuance of rea-
{fon.” Infanity, therefore, being'the fevereft
of élt human calamities, “flefh 1s heir to,”
neither pains norexpence fhould be fpared
to procure the beft information of that
mode of treatment which is moft proper
to be purfued on fuch truly trying, criti-
cal, and melancholy occafions. A mind,
exquifitely fenfible, is too acutely agitated
by the condu€ of thofe in whom we
place the greateft confidence and af-
fe€tion; real or fuppofed injuries fre-
quently deprive us of that invaluable blef-
fing, our reafon, and leave us the wretch-

ed victims to feelings too potent for us to

{upport






PREFACE,

confidence, defertion of friends at a mo-
ment, perhaps, when the balm of friend-
fhip would have foftened poignant {orrow,
and the pointed finger of conicious {upe-
riority, when the voice of comfort was
earneftly and fanguinely expeted; thefe
are trials for the human breaft infinitely |
too keen and fevere for tender and deli-
caté}}' fufceptible minds to combat with;
the confequence 1s, that reafon 1s hurled
from her throne, and the gr&atéﬁ {kild
1s often exerted for a long time in vain
to repair the injury, and wipe away the
fenfe of misfortune. Extreme fenfibility
may be deemed a weaknefs; if fo, it is the
moft amiable, the moft pitiaEIe, and moft
to be deplored of any that ever occafioned
mental derangement.

The {fymptoms of maniacs are {o totally
different, that fome are not to be reftored
even to the dawnings of reafon, without
Jong-continued coercion, while in others

nothing






PREFACE.

been anxious: to live not intirely in vain,
but prompt, when the divine light of- the
foul is extinguifhed, to “minifter to. a
mind difeafed,” has inceflantly ftrove to.
- & Pluck from the memory a rooted fc-rrnﬁ', |
¢ Raze out the written troubles of the brain,
¢/ And, with a fweet; oblivious antidote

¢¢ Cleanfe the fuffed bofom. of that pcri}puq fiuff
“ Which weighed upnn the haa]:t, '

He prefumes, to invite the rational and1
interefted, reader to. the. perufal of a felecs
tion of fa€ts, which may. not only in fome:
meafure afford a clue to medical re-
- fearches; but in many. inftances ferve as a
diretory to friends and relations, fuf-
pended between miftaken tendernefs and
irrefolution, by which means the difeafe is
protrated, and the unfortunate {ufferer
deprived of the early good effetts, which
a due fenfe of reftraint in a fituation dil-
tant from home, is generally more pro-
duttive of, than ill-judged domeftic indul-
gence in the firft ftages of infanity.

Nume-
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ANNALS
OF

I'N'SANITY.

I

A SHET

A Gentleman, aged fifty-cight, of vifage
rough, deformed, and unfeatured, and na-
turally of uncommon filence and referve,
was in the beginning of January 177g,
committed to my care for infanity.. His
diforder was attributed to a {udden tran-
fitton in his circumf{tances, which, from
being eafy and comfortable, became ex-
ceedingly precarious and embarraffed.
The fymptoms of his complaint were vio-
lent cephalalgia, an uncommon hatred to
particular perfons, a continual noife in his
~ ears, and at intervals either a melancholy

depreflion, or a frantic elevation of ] pirits.
B | He






ANNALS OF INSANITY. 3

unneceflary converfation, and from every
kind of intercourfe with his friends and ac-
quaintance, until it was obvious that it
mlght be permitted without any manifeft
injury or difturbance to my patient. |
Could the friends of afflitted maniacs in
general, be made properly fenfible of the
mifchiefs that occur from ufelefs converfa-
tion and .affeting vifits, they would care-

fully refrain from both.
The injunttions which I prefcribed
were punttually obferved ; otherwife I
might have met with infurmountable ob-
ftacles in the completion of my curative
plan, which was commenced by pafling a
feton between the fhoulders in the direc-
tion of the {pine. My patient was con-
fined to a {equeftered and almoft darkened
apartment. I neither fuffered him to be
interrogated nor replied to, nor did I per-
mit any perfon to vifit him but thofe
whole immediate bufinels it was to {upply
his neceflary food, which was light, cool-
ing, and ealy of digeftion; and his drink
was weak and diluting. His regimen, al-
‘though frequently direted to be {paring
B 2 and
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into any frantic rhapfodies or paflionate
expreflions.

This courfe was :nvarub]y perfevered
in for upwards of three months, obviating
the conftipating effeéts of the {edatives em-
ployed, by dofes of the kali tartarifatum,
repeated at the intervals of every {econd
or third day. The return of reafon was
now obvious: his imagination gaining
{trength and accuracy, and his ideas be-
coming more colletted. He now faw
and [poke of things as they really were,
and of the primary caufe of his mental in-
firmity, with rational coolnefs and refign-
ed moderation. The feton was permitted
to difcharge, but the opium and the pedi-
luvium were gradually decreafed, and on
the fecond of June following entirely re-
linquifhed; when having continued under
my care nearly five months, I reftored him
to his friends in that ftate of fanity which
he has happily preferved to the prefent

time.

CASE






ANNALS OF INSANITY. %

five days without intermiffion; during
which time he difcourfed with his natural
reafon and fluency. His appetite return-
ed, he flept better, and enjoyed a partial
return of his accuftomed {pirits and viva-
city ; but upon the ceffation of this dif-
charge, his former gloomy and depreffed
appearance recurred. The ptyalilm re-
turned periodically every full moon, pro-
ducing its exhilarating, and leaving its de-

{ponding effetts. s
After continuing thus during eight
months, he was entrufted to my manage-
ment and care on the fifth of January
1771. Finding that many approved and
regular methods of treatment had been in-
effettually adopted, and fuppofing by this
difcharge of the falival glands that Nature
had adopted this mode of relieving herfelf,
and as the patient was not in that flate of
laxity to prohibit the experiment, and his
friends extremely defirous of trying it, I
refolved to prolong the next periodical
flux of faliva, by the exhibition of calomel
prefcribed at proper intervals, and in
quantities proportioned to his ftrength:
therefore,
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feventh week from the beginning of the
mercurial courfe. I then opened an iffue
in his arm, advifing a cathartic draught,
compofed of the kal tartarifatum, with
a cool and {paring regimen.at the ap-
proach and until the decline of every full
moon. The {pitting never after return-
ed, nor was he ever again {ubjett to thofe
mental affettions, which ufed to recur at
its remiffion. ~ The cortex peruvianus
‘was for fome time continued to brace
and reftore the {yftem, which had been
confiderably relaxed and weakened. |

Being thoroughly recovered, he left
my houle on the {fecond day of May
1771, 1n a ftate of perfet health and
fanity.

CASE “TH."
MR. S.G. about forty-five years of age,

after having been for fome time afflicted
with acute rheumatic pains in the joints,
and the hemorrhoides c&ca, on a {udden,

without
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he pafled but little water; his ftomach
and bowels were much diftended with
wind ; his pulfe was flow, and a {light
hemorrhage had occurred from the In-
ternal hemorrhoids for fome days, but
had now ceafed. On the day previous to
my firft vifit he had ejefted from his
ftomach a quantity of dark-coloured bile,
with which his ftools were alfo tinged.
Little or no regard had ever been paid to
his regimen, and his appetite was very
indifferent at the beft of times. He had
been permitted to indulge it with {favoury
meat, rich fauces, and other viands that
were calculated to inflame inftead of al-
lay his diforder. Wine, malt liquor, and
fometimes brandy, had not been de-
nied him ; and his unwillingnefs to move
had prevented him from taking that exer-
cife in the open air that might have prov-
ed falutary and beneficial. When I firft
admitted him into my houfe, his afpett
was the moft incurious I ever beheld, and
nearly approached to what charatterifes
confirmed idiotifm. A fervant was oblig-
ed to drefs and undrefs him, to give him

; his
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was gradually enlarged as he recovered
his fenfes and underftanding. A fhort
time after, valerian and bark were given
to invigorate the fyftem, and he left me
perfeétly reftored to health.

Since effefting this cure, I have had
feveral melancholics under my care, who
have experienced great relief from the
free ufe of the lancet, that in many cales
of this nature appears to have been omit-
ted from an erroneous prejudice.  When
the pulfe is opprefled, contratted and
hard, and the folids are too much relaxed
to aflift and 1increafe the circulating fluids,
and promote the fecretions, experience
fanétifies the indication, and renders the
operation not only juftihable, but mndif-
penfible, particularly in more robuft and
[anguine habits. |

A particular cafe of this nature occur-
red in the courfe of my praétice in this
county. My patient was a woman of the
name of Cornwall, about four-and-forty
years of age, of a plethoric habit, who,
had long been immerfed in melancholy.
Venelection had been prohibited by thofe

of
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involuntary laughter, or loud fhrill lamen-
tations alternately enfued. From a pleal-
ing., open, and cheerful countenance, her
face was contrated into a rigidly emaci-
ated and truly maniacal appearance : and
from a decent and delicate feleftion of
words, her expreflions degenerated into
the rankeft blafphemy, or difplayed the
fouleft obfcenmity. The phyficians that
had attended her, had caufed her to be
bled four times in the {pace of three |
months ; blifters had been applied to the
occiput, back,and legs ; afeton had been
made in her neck. To lenient purgatives
brifk cathartics had fucceeded by way of
‘revulfion ; the feetid gums, and other an-
ti-hyfterics, had proved ufelefs; vomits,
cupping, and cold-bathing had fucceflive-
ly been repeated.

All thefe painful applications, and every
method hitherto adopted had aggravated
rather than extenuated her camplaint§
and in May, 1773, thus fituated, the was
configned to my care. She had then an
iffue in her arm, and a blifter on her
back; but as no fuccefs had followed

from
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During her medical courle, I permitted no
perfon to vifit or converfe with her, butmy-
{elf and her female attendant. Her relations
and acquaintance were firictly enjoined
not to difturb her by affe€ting vifits, which
advice and precaution they obferved with
the moft punttual attention and deference.
Through adhering to this praftice and
management, I had the fatisfaction of re-
ftoring this lady to her worthy partner and
family, and to the cordial congratulations
of a numerous circle of genteel acquaint-
ance, who had experienced much anxiety
and f{olicitude from her deplorable fitua-
tion.

CiA STB TV

A Lady, about forty years of age, from
a violent fanatical affeCtion that poffeffed
her mind, for fome months became indif-
ferent to every enjoyment of life, and was
unable to perform the domeftic duties of
her family. She had given feveral evi-

e dent






ANNALS OF INSANITY. 19

fettled melancholy ; her eyes looked wild
and ftaring, and her nights were watchful
and reftlefs; fhe difcourfed on religion in
a ftrange, timorous, defpondent, and inco-
herent manner, fo that it became abfo-
lotely neceffary to remove from her fight
" all books of that nature. When fhe could
procure them, fhe was continually brood-
ing over their contents, to the obvious and
manifeft increafe of her doubts, fears, and
anxieties. The fervant that attended her,
had orders on no pretence whatever to
fpeak or converfe with her on religious
topics. Her confinement had hitherto
been too clofe, and as air and exercife
were both neceffary for her, {he was taken
out in a chaife every day. Her pulfe be-
ing hard and opprefled, I foon after fhe
- was admitted to my care extratted fix
ounces of blood from her arm, and admi-
niftered a bolus of nitre every night and
morning, with equal quantities of caftor
and caniphor, and occafionally a {mall
dofe of the ol. ricini, to lieep the bowels
in' 2 proper ftaté of laxity. About the
clofe of the third week the bleeding was
” ' C 2 repeated,
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tion. She became averle to company and
converfation; and when at any time fhe
{poke, it was inavague, trifling, and whim-
fical manner, the dirett reverfe of her ufual
difcourfe; the moaned and ﬁghed as «af
fhe was troubled with the moft grievous
affliétion. At length, notwithftanding the
repeated trials of medical affiftance, by
bleeding, cupping, elettricity, anti-hyfte-
rical remedies, vomits, neurotics, and em-
menagogues, -The fell into adeep and pro-
found melancholy. Her pulfe, when I
firft vifited her, was {mall and irregular,
but was rather hard and accelerated ; fhe
had a conftant throbbing in the temporal

artery, and was troubled with a dry
convulfive cough. Her urine was pale
and limpid, and fhe was frequently affeét-
ed by the globus hyftericus, with naufea
and vomiting.

I prefcribed for her a weak antimonial
emetic, and afterwards lac ammoniacum,
with {p. nit. dulc. and the oxymel fcille ;
~ this medicine was continued for three
weeks, and finding it did not produce any
good effe€t, another antimonial emetic was

adminiftered,
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ufual quantity, continuing four days,
which was the cuftomary period of their
duration. The tumors abated, the hyfte-
rical {uffocation {ubfided, the pains in"her
head and ftomach were gradually ap-
peafed, her {leep was longer and more re-.
frething, and her converfation was rational
and uninterrupted. The boluffes were
regularly continued till the fourth return
of the catamenia from 1ts firft appearance.
Her diet had been particularly attended
to during the cure, and principally con-
fifted of nourithing {fpoon-meats and dilu-
ting liquids.  As fhe grew better, and the
{fyftem became re-mvigorated, fhe gradu-
ally returned to a more folid and liberal
regimen; a {mall quantity of wine was
mixed with her barley-water, a beverage
to which fhe had always fhewn great par-
tiality. Since this time fhe has conti-
nued exceedingly well, and without the.
leaft return of any maniacal complaint.

CASE
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Thus circumftanced, her relations ap-
plied to me: fix ounces of blood were
taken from her arm, which, when cold,
was covered with a thin cake of gluten,
that adhered to the fides of the veflel, and
{wam in a great quantity of faffron-
coloured ferum: foon after the bleeding,
{he took an antimonial emetic, and di-
charged a quantity of dark bile. On the
day following fhe began to take two {cru-
ples of camphor every night and morn-
ing; on the eighth day of its continuance,
an eruption of minute red pimples, refem-
bling the herpes miliaris, in diftinct cir-
cles, broke out over all the furface of her
body; and the day following fhe men-
ftruated, which {fhe had not done before
fince the commencement of her derange-
ment; and in a few days after {he recovered
her voice. The apepfia left her, her coun-
tenance partly refumed its natural clear-
nefs and animation, and fhe began to con-
verfe with her accuftomed propriety. The
camphor was continued, with a fmall ad-
dition of nitre, to the thirty-feventh day
from 1ts firft exhibition. At the end of

fix
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but too well founded. At midnight he
was difcovered by thofe who had been
in {earch of him, ftretched on the ground
in the hollow of an unfrequented meadow,
weltering in his blood, w_it'h his throat cut
in a moft fhocking manner. The he-
morrhage, which had been very confider-
able, being now entirely {topped, he was
capable of informing them that he had
perpeti'ated this rath and dreadful aétion
himfelf witha razor that he had long care-
fully concealed for that purpofe. After
he was brought home, a furgeon in the
neighbourhood was fent for, who re-
united the divided parts by future, and
attended him daily, but with the greateft
defpair of his recovery; and which ap-
peared to every perfon who faw him
morally impoflible. On the fixth day
after the accident, the ftitches broke loofe
and floughed off with the digeftion of the
wound : a horrid wound of fix inches in
extent now appeared, dividing the fterno
hyoideus mufcle, the coraco hyoideus, and
the larynx immediately above the thyroid
cartilage, and more than two-fifths of the

cefophagus,
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inclined forwards; by means of bandage
the lips of the wound were continued in
clofe conta@. His food entirely confifted
of fpoon meats, in the tranfit of which
there was much difficulty of deglutition.
At the time of feeding him, unlefs fome
refiftance was made from without, very
little paffed into the {tomach, but came
chiefly through the divided parts upon
the dreffings. Yet, aftonifhing as 1t may
feem, in lefs than f{ix weeks the parts were
{o well healed that he could attually and
without any great impediment {wallow
folids, and the aperture of the wound be-
came fo contratted as {carce to admit the
end of a quill.

At this crifis, from motives of economy,
it was judged expedient to remove him to
Bethlem Hofpital, where he was admitted
in a ftate of bodily health much beyond
the expettation of every perfon who had
the leaft knowledge of his cafe; and I
have fince received authentic information,
that the wound is entirely clofed, and the
cicatrix perfeftly firm, even, and com-
plete; butthathe hasever fince continued in

a {tate
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« That when the mind is fuffered to re-
& main in continued inaétion, all its powers
« decay, 1t {oon languifhes, and the plea-
« fures which it propofed to obtain from
« reft, end in tedioufnefs and infipidity.
« In this languid, or rather torpid ftate,
% a man has generally fo many vacant
« hours, and 1s fo much at a lofs to fill up
« his time, that his {pirits utterly decay ;
% he becomes burthenfome to himfelf, and
“ to every one around him; and drags
“ with pain the load of exiftence, weary
« of himfelf and all things about him; his
«* {pirits are opprefled with a deadly gloom;
“ and the complaint burfts forth of  odz-
“ ous Jg'ﬁe,” and of a miferable exiftence.
“ The internal mifery he indures, has
« fometimes arifen to {uch a height, as i
“ a dark moment of defpair to make him
“ terminate a life which he felt to be in-
“ fupportable.” And as the following
lines apply firittly to.the fame {ubjeét, T
fhall here infert them.

- “*Though each dull plodding thing, to ape the wife;

‘“ Ridiculoufly grave for leifure fighs;

‘“ His boafted wifh from bufy {cenes to.run,.

“ Grant him that leifure—and the fool’s undone.
: “ The
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in general was thin and colourlefs: he
complained of pain in his head and 1n his
left hypochﬂrndrmm, with tenfion and heat
in the parts, and was remarkably th:rﬂy
and feverifh : he was fubjeét to cardialgia,
and acid eruftations ; impaired {mell,
{pafmodic pantings, and extravagant be-
haviour; tremors and dimnels of fight;
which terminated in a melancholy deliri-
um. Had he not been carefully watched
and attended in this deplorable fituation,
~ he muft have fallen by his own hands; he
was {ullen and mute, and frequently {eized
with a gnafhing and grating of his teeth,
and with involuntary catching of the ten-
dons, yawning and {tretching.

It was with much difficulty that the
phyfician who attended him, could obtain
any kind of an[wer to the neceflary inter-
rogations. This gentleman prelcribed
for him with that judgment and difcern-
ment that had long eftablifhed the reputa-
tion of his diftinguithed medical abilities
iflues were opened, blifters applied, emetics
adminiftered, and baths made ufe of; but

D in
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ders: a cooling emulfion of nitre was ad-
miniftered at leaft every eight hours; and
three drachms of the kali tartarifatum
every other night at bed-time in a little
weak broth, which cooled, relaxed, and
purged him. On the intermediate nights
a fmall pill, which contained half a grain
of antimon. tartarifat. was adminiftered,
and had the good effet of exciting a gen-
tle diaphorefis, to which from the firlt of
his illnefs he had fhewn little or no difpo-
fitton. He paffed more urine, that depo-
fited a copious, light-coloured {ediment.
On the feventh morning after the firft
bleeding, the operation was repeated ;
when the complexion of the blood was
rauch improved, 1ts texture lefs tenacious,
and the ferum was clearer and lefs loaded
with bile. The pulfe became gradually
fofter, and vibrated about feventy times in
a-minute. He replied with more eafe,
and often with a tolerable degree of ra-
tionality. He appeared not fo dull and
dejefted, and was more eafy and govern-
able. The nitrous mixture, {oluble tartar,
and antimonial preparations were relpec-

i e A tively
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moft valuable of earthly bleflings, a {ound
mind and healthful habit of body.

CAsSE X

IT was with the moft fenfible degree of
{atisfaétion, that, from a melancholy ftate
in which the funétions of the mind were
much injured, I was enabled to reftore to
his rational faculty a moft worthy man,
and a valuable member of fociety. He
was in the thirty-ninth year of his age,
had long applied to intenfe ftudy, and had
rigidly denied himfelf thofe relaxations
which are {o effential as a temporal relief
and refrefhment, which a mind {o aétive as
his required from the immoderate fatigue

which attended intelle€tual refearches,
The original {fymptoms of his com-
plaints were a flatulence of the abdomen,
impaired talte, torgetfulnefs, anxiety, fu-
gitive palenefs, pain in the cheft, tenfion
in the left hypochondrium, indigeftion,
inquietude, watchfulnefs, a fenfation of
weight
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pid ; his countenance flufhed and inflated ;
grinding of his teeth, and his eyes fierce
and protuberant. ~There appeared to be
an indi{penfable indication for blood-let-
ting, and that even w/que ad deliquium
animz, which was accordingly done. The
blood appeared nearly in the {ame {tate
as before defcribed; fomentations were
ordered to his feet and legs, and a large
blifter was applied between his fhoulders.
The night following, an antimonial eme-
tic was ordered, which operated according
to expettation. The ftupor was rather
leflened; but the pulfe continuing too
full and ftrong, ten ounces more of blood
were taken from him, which did not ap-
pear {o black and grumous as before; and
contained more ferum, which was of a
better colour. The camphor and nitre
were next given in equal quantities, and
regularly continued twice a day. For the
tenfion in the left fide, a liniment of cam-
phorated oil was recommended to be fre-
quently rubbed in with a warm hand,
The blifter was kept open, the bleeding
repeated occafionally, and in feventeen

weeks
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treme ; her appetite was fo much depra-
ved, that fhe would eat paper, cinders,
thread, rags, bits of wall, or any thing that
lay in her way; and fometimes {o unna-
turally voracious, as to fwallow her food
without maftication : her breath was éx-
ceedingly offenfive, and her counténancée
truly hypocratic. She was reftlefs, hot,
and complained of a pain in her back,
loins, and bowels; with a {fenfation of heat
about the region of the ftomach. - She
had a dry, frequent, and painful cough,
without the leaft expettoration, with pain
~and fwelling in her legs and thighs. Her
blood (as I was informed by the furgeon who
attended her, and who had thought proper
to take away a few ounces on account of
her cough, and to moderate her phrenzy)
was florid, of a loofe confiftence, and did
not in the leaft coagulate in the bafon.
She often continued delirious without in-
termiffion, or the leaft perfpiration, for
three days and nights together: her lu-
cid intervals feldom exceeded a few
hours, and generally happened about the
middle of the day: her ftools were bili-

ous
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During more than three months fhe
had fhewn no figns of menftruation ; the
firft return of it was obferved on the 26th
of June, and the 24th of the following
month it returned in a more copious quan-
tity. Afew days [ ucceeding, there was a vi-
fible change for the better. Her mind ap-
peared lefs difturbed and confufed; the
{fymptoms gradually abated, {he recovered
her mental powers,and has been very regu-
lar in her menftruation ever fince, though
at intervals not quite {o rational as be-
fore. While under cure, an eruption,
{fimilar to the urticaria, appeared every
fecond or third day on the face, arms, legs,
and breaft; and at thofe times fhe was
obferved to be moft calm and colletted,
and leaft fubjett to heat and pain.

CASEXIE

THE patient who is the fubjet of this
cale, had long been afflicted with a com-
plication .of complaints, from neglett at

that
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The lofs of a near relation, who had
died in May 1774, {o increafed her afflic-
tion, as to render it abfolutely neceffary
that {he {hould be removed from her own
habitation to a fuitable recefs for perfons
whofe mental derangement caufes fuch a
meafure to be indifpenfable. In this fitu-
ation her diforder increafed, inflead of
abated. When the time expirved that her
friends had engaged that fhe fhould be
there, they thought proper to fend her to
me. She feemed much emaciated with
grief and vexation, and laboured under
the ufual concomitants of melancholy.
Her countenance was bloated and yellow,
her appetite depraved, her eye-lids tumid
and 1oflamed, the pupils uncommonly di-
lated, and her whole fyftem diftempered
and relaxed. Tt was in the December fol-
lowing that fhe was placed under my
care ; {oon after which an antimonial -eme-
tic was adminiftered, which evacuated a
great quantity of bile from 'her {tomach,
with ‘which it had been ‘long 'loaded:
every third night at bed-time a ftomachic
purgative was prefcribed, and a ‘mixture

of
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uninterrupted by any mental infirmity of
long continuance.

CA S E XTI,

Miss A. C.-of a:delicate Habit, rwa
fubjeét to nervous affections and painful
menftruations. Having for fome time,
without any apparent caufe, thewn evi-
dent figns of infanity, fhe was in the
month of March 1776, placed under my
care. She was naturally of a lively aétive
difpofition, and remarkable for quicknefs
of parts. Under the influence of her de-
lirtum, fhe fhewed great vivacity of mind,
and would often exprels herfelf mn well-
adapted and really very harmonious mea-
{ure ; though when 1n her right fenfes fhe
was never known to have any particular
penchant for poetry. She was in conti-
nual motion, as if fhe had been bitten by
a tarantula, and was inceffantly pouring
forth a rapid fucceflion of ideas, which
{fhe uttered with amazing and incredible
facility 3
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been taken to alleviate the pain occafioned
by the menftrual flux, by the {oothing in-
fluence of fedatives, has, I am informed,
remained ever fince free from any return
of infanity.

In Van Swieten’s Commentaries we are
informed of a woman who had feveral
times been maniacal, and who in the pa-
roxylms of infanity always fpoke i metre,
and fhewed a wonderful facility at verfifi-
cation, though at other times, when in her
right fenfes, the never fhewed any fkill or
tafte for any thing of the kind, having
been from her youth accuftomed to earn
her bread by the labour of her hands, and
was not at all remarkable for the quick-
nefs of her parts.

I

CASE XIV.
TH AT a depravity in the habitual {y{-

tem of the mind will occafion a derange-
ment of its 1deas, even to madnefs itfelf, is
a fact of fuch notoriety, that a very flight

E acqualnt-
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mercial affairs, he became intolerably dif-
contented, jealous, rude, difrefpettful to
his family, contemptuous, intemperately
paffionate, and mifanthropic to the greateft
degree. In this manner his infanity com-
menced. He drew upon his banker for
fums immenfely beyond what his accounts .
would afford, and when difappointed '
this refpeét, became fullen, and immedi-
. ately iflued drafts upon houfes with which
he never had the leaft connexion, for enor-
mous {ums. .

Thele and imnumerable other aétions
equally outre, fixed the criterion of his
infanity, and determined his relations to
take out a ftatute of lunacy, and to fix
- him in a place appropriate to his difor-
dered imagination. He iffued his man-
dates and decrees with all the arrogance
and felf-importance of an eaftern defpot.
He would often draw upon the bank for
ten or twenty thoufand pounds, with all
that [ettled pomp and gravity which
feemed to mark the reality of the tranfac-
tion. He frequently infifted upon his |
being the lord chancellor, king of Spain,

E 2 duke
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view of the communication referred to at
the commencement of the cafe. Its ana-
logy entitles it to a place here, as no un-
fuitable appendix.

The writer premifes the relation, by
obferving, that in the long catalogue of
infirmities to which human nature 1s {ub-
je&, no one is more terrible than madnefs
or infanity. To be deprived of the qua-
lity which enables mankind to regulate
their conduét, and the defire for their own
prefervation, reduces them below a level
with the brute creation. This calamity,
however, appears more terrible to the
fpectator than it really is; for he judges
of the feelings of the unfortunate by his
own, conceiving what himfelf, endowed
with reafon, would experience, if in his
fituation. By iﬁdu!ging an 1dea of what
is impoffible, and conneéting reafon with
infanity, he feels intenfely for the mifer-
able fituation of the lunatic, whilft the
latter 1s infenfible to any other uneafinefs
than what arifes from the difappointment
of his fchemes, and the burfting of thofe
airy bubbles that are formed by his own

heated
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precépts to their imaginary fubjets. In this
manner they lived about fix years, when un.
fortanatély the minifter, impelled by hun-
ger, fo far deviated from his allegiance, as
to eat his breakfaflt before his fovereign.
This fo exafperated the king, that he flew
upon him, and would have put'a period'
to his exiftence, had he not been fortu-
riately prevented. < When his anger was
thought to have been appeafed, he was
again ‘introduced to his quondam fove-
reign; ‘but he feized him immediately,
and eould never be prevailed upon to fee
him 4gain.  The degraded minifter caught
a fever in his exile, and when his majefty
was beginning to relent, and was almoft
perfuaded to fee him, he died ; which had
fuch an effett upon the fancied king, that
after having lived almoft without fufte-
nance, in a continued f{ilence, he attually
died of grief. Ill-fated monarch! Thou
canft not, as the illuftrious fovereign of the
prefent day, if his minifter were to pay
his tribute into the treafury, to which we
muft all be taxed, appoint another who
would at with as much prudence and
fuccefs
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compofing  verles in Italian, relative to
the f{tate of Chriftianity;andto the putting
an end to the war that then exifted be-
tween France and Holland;:all whichhe
believed to be fo many divine oracles.
He every where made known his titles by
means ‘of - thefe letters; “R. R. D."D.
M. M. or Rex Regrum, Dominus Domi-
nantium, Monarchus Mundij; 1. e. King of
Kings, Lord of Lords, and Mnnar—ch of the
World. - And Czlus Aurelius, in his firft
book of Chronic Diforders, chapter "5;
page 328, fpeaking of madnefs, fays thus:
- % One in his raving has fancied himfelf a
God, another a tragedian, another a co-
median, and another carrying a ftraw in
his hand, has 1magined that he held the
{ceptre of the world.”

Another inftance of arrogant infanity
we find in the following paragraph from
a public print. Lately died in the work-
houfe 1n Durham, aged eighty-five, Tho-
mas French, well known in that city for
the laft fix or-{even years, by the fiétitious
title of Duke of Baublefhire, which in the
diction of his underftanding he affumed

without
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not lucid intervals; fhe would frequently
pray, fhout, laugh, jump, dance, {cream,
and weep; and paid little or no attention
to the exterior objeéts around her; {he had
menftruated in {maller quantities than ufual
for fome time before. Her countenance was
florid, her features were diftorted, her eyes
protuberant, brilliant, and conftantly mov-
mg ; their lids confiderably tumefied and
inflamed, and the pupils much expandedy
her voice was harfh, hoarfe, and hollows
fhe had great and extreme heat; her pulfe
was hard, firong, and violent, under whichr
indications the lancet was ufed freely, and:
repeated five times in the {pace of as many
days; 1in which time fhe loft feventy
ounces of blood : between the operations
antimonial emetics were adminiftered, and!
a draught with the kali tartarifat. in the

quantity of half an ounce.
Notwithftanding the fmall quantity of
nourifhment which fhe had taken for ten
days paft, and repeated venefeftion, the
pulfe continued very ftrong and full ; and
her bodily ftrength was incredible, with-
out the leaft mitigation of her infane
{ymptoms.
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end of four months fhe was capable of
returning to fervice; and has continued
well ever fince. She is fince married,
and become the mother of a large family.

CA'S EXVI

TH E fon of a worthy and refpeétable
* magiftrate in the city of London, had, in
the feventeenth year of his age, {uddenly,
and without any previous fymptoms, been
feized with a {pafmodic complaint in his
right arm, leg, and jaw, with remitting
pains on that fide of the thorax; and his
eyes were red and inflamed, and affeéted
with vifcid defluxions; which {ymptoms
continued for fix weeks without hisexperi-
encing any relief from blifters, {inapifms,
elettricity, or antifpalmodic medicines of
various kinds. About the end of the
feventh week from the beginning of the
attack, for fome days together the con-
trattions and pain appeared lefs violent ;
and as the fainteft ray of hope was re-
cerved
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him placed under my own immediate
care, than preferibe for him at a diftance.
This propofal was readily acceded to, and
on the twenty-fifth of the fame month he
was fent to me. He appeared to be na-
turally of an extenuated form and make,
was much reduced by his illnels, and
looked pale and wan, with a yellow calt in
his countenance. He was now totally de-
prived of fpeech; and in walking, which
he was {carcely able to do, would {uddenly
ftop, and keep his eyes fixed upon the
ground, or fome particular objet, and
continue to ftare at 1t for a confiderable
time together; and when he took his
eyes off, remained fheepifh and hung his
head, drivelling like an idiot; at times he
~ was {lightly convulfed, with coftivenefs
and naufea. His intellefts were fo much
impaired, that he afted in a2 moft indeco-
rous and childith manner. A blifter,
which for many weeks had been kept
open in the back, was now fuffered to dry
up; anantimonial emetic was adminifter-
ed on the fecond day after his removal;
and a feton was pafled between the fhoul-

ders,
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months, he returned home; has continued
free from any bodily complaint, and is
now capable of carrying on an extenfive
bufinefs, (to which he has fince become
a partner) with the firi¢telt order, regula-
rity, and attention. iA

CASE XVII.

A. Young man, naturally of a robuft
and fanguine conflitution, yet of feeble
intelleCtual faculties, after drinking to ex-
cefs, had his body covered with phlogiftic
blotches, with general fever, a hard pulfe,
and topical pamns. Falling into unfkilful
- hands; the inflammation was repelled, and
in all probability was the occafion of fome
tranflation to the brain. The patient be-
came dull, heavy, and penfive. He had an
obtufe pain in the cheft, with fwelling and
tenfion in the region of the heart, for which
he was bliftered, loft blood, and took fome
purgative medicines ; but found no relief:
he had reftlefs nights, and was fubjett to

F : rigors,
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little or no information; an antimonial
emetic was adminiftered the day after the
operation, and was repe_ated five or fix
days after at three different times, alter-
nately with the following ‘draught :

R Kali Tartar.  3uj.
Mannz %ls.
Aq. Cinnam. 3ifs.
Deco&. Hord. %ij M. f. Hauit.

But although by this treatment the bodi-
ly fymptoms were much relieved, and the
pulfe confiderably lowered, the funétions
of the mind were yet much impaired, and
he continued in a kind of torpid ftate
- nearly to the end- of four months, when
after the free ufe of the warm bath and
camphorated mixture, he fhewed evident
{fymptoms of amendment, began to recover
the ufe of his reafon, and for many days
together there were hopes of its continu-
ance. But a relaple following, and the
maniacal {ymptoms recurring in a more
confiderable degree than 'before, it was
not until a month afterwards that a fecond
lucid interval took place, and he became

F 2 {ufficiently
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iy

inflamed ; her tongue was rough and
parched, without thirft ; her fkin hot and
harth ; and her countenance fallow and
bloated : it was with much difficulty that
fhe was reftrained from doing mifchief to
herfelf and others; and after continuing
{fome weeks in this fituation, it was con-
cluded by her friends to confult me.

On inquiry I found that the lochia,
during the period of their evacuation, had
 been much lefs than ufual; and had to-
tally ftopped from the time of her being
taken in the above manner: fhe had fe-
creted but little milk, and had no perfpira-
tion. Some medical afliftance had been
in‘eﬂb&uall}r adminiftered ; and being in
{lender circumﬂances,and.incapable of pre-
venting 1t, fhe had been too much expofed
to idle curiofity, which the vulgar too
often are difpofed to exercife on thefe un-
happy occafions, to the extreme aggrava-
tion of the delirious {ufferer; and to the
fhame of every tender feeling and emo-
tion of humanity. As her circumflances
would not admit of remcwa]l, perfonal
coercion was the firlt thing direéted,

under
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R Sp. Volat. Feetid, x
Tiné&. Lavend. Comp. aa 3vj. f. Gutte.
Sumat Gutt. Ixx ter in die vacuo Stomachio ex Cyathio
Miftura fequent.
B Camphor. Diifs.
Sacchar Alb, 3zvj.
Aceti calefaét. Zxij. M. f. Mift. {. a.

A {lender and fpare regimen, and a total
~ abftinence from animal food, was advifed,
and plenty of diluting liquids were allow-
ed. In tendays the poor woman became
more calm and rational, and obtained fome
refrefhing reft at night, that was accom-
panied with a gentle perfpiration. In fix
weeks the cinchona being found neceﬂ"ar}r
as a tonic, completed the cure.

It 1s rather remarkable, that the menfes
did not return till three months after her
recovery, although previous to this illnefs
fhe had been exceedingly regular in that ,
refpect. When that period returned, fhe
was for fome time troubled with nervous
affettions, that by the affiftance of the
cinchona and valerian were {oon {fubdued,

and her health and underftanding perfeétly

reftored.

CASE
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medicines, were adminiftered without ef-
feét; the pediluvium and emetics fuc-
ceeded. From thefe {he experienced con-
fiderable relief; but although the ftomach
was foul, and fhe ejetted a confiderable
quantity of bile, the pain in her head was
much increafed by its operation. Her
‘diet was regulated according to the indi-
cations of the cafe; a blifter was kept
open between the fhonlders; her head
was fhaved ; and the acetated camphor
mixture, and common emulfion, with the
feetid volatiles, were prefcribed to her
three times a day, when the ftomach was
moft empty, and every night at bed-time ;
the good effects of which were particularly
apparent, the maniacal {ymptoms gradu-
ally abated, and in the {pace of two months
the patient was recovered in every refpeét,
except a nervous weaknefs, for which the
ufual remedies were exhibited. She was
now difmiffed from my houfe, has re-
mained in better health than fhe enjoyed
for [ome time before, and has never
fince had any return of the diforder.

CASE
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uterina to fo exceflive a degree, that her
life was -in imminent danger; and al-
.thuugh {he received every medical affift-
ance, it was not till after fix weeks from
its commencement, that the flux was to-
tally abated. After this, tonics were ad-
miniftered, and fhe recovered her bodily
ftrength : but from that period fhe obvi-
oufly became more deranged in her fenfes
than ever {he had been before.

In the month of April 1775, eleven
months from the commencement of her
i diforder, I was confulted by her relations,
* who {oon afterwards configned her intirely
| to my care. She was in the day-time very
Mlighty, inconfiftent, vociferous, and loud;
[Jialternately finging, crying, penfive, and
'melancholy ; or, as the poet finely de-
| pi€ts 1t,

“ In moody madnefs laughing wild;
“ Amidlt fevereft woe ;"

And at night noify, watchful, and turbu-
llent. The remains of a good conflitution
fwere very vifible. As the flate of her
diforder juftified bleeding, eight ounces of
iblood were taken from her arm, on the

eighth
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and unreafonable, would have been deem-
ed by her relations, a moft unpardonable
relaxation from duty. Thus abfurd and
injurious are the ideas of their mdulgent
relations to patients, labouring under fuch
mental preflure.  This woman had mani-
feftly been injured by cordials, wines, vi-
fitors, and irregular diet. It therefore
became abfolutely neceffary fhe fhould
abftain from each of thefe, as the only
probable chance of removing the caufe,
and facilitating the return of her {enfes.
Accordingly, a cool and fpare diet was
fubftituted, and a feton pafled between the
fhoulders, in the direttion of the {pine; a
purging draught of kali tartarif. and man-
na was adminiftered, with a fuitable regi-
men, every third day; and on the inter-
~ mediate days, the camphorated mixture
and nitre In proper proportions, three
times 1n twenty-four hours. ~After a few
weeks, fhe became manifeftly better both
in body and mind. Soon fucceeding this
improvement, fhe was {uddenly feized with
rigors, naufea,and thirft, which terminated
in an intermittent fever, for which we had

' recourfe
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CASE. XXI.
M._ P. a lady naturally of a {corbutic

conflitution, foon after a critical change of
life that occurred to her in her forty-

eighth year, was feized with {pafmodic af-
fe€tions in various parts of her body, great
anxiety, dejettion, {welled ankles, faintings,
and difficulty of breathing; from which
complaints, by proper affiftance, fhe was
greatly relieved : but her intelle¢tual facul-
ties, that had before been fufceptible of the
‘moft gentle, delicate, and tender affetions,
were foon difcovered to be confiderably
- 1mpaired and deranged. Her tafte and
‘hearing were incorrett; her eyes pro-
truded and gliftened ; fhe fometimes con-
duéted herfelf with propriety, and {ome-
times not ; till at length fhe became pen-
five, dull, and thoughtful; and without
any regard to her accuftomed decency,
talked inceffantly, and raved on various
fubjefts, in fudden tranfitions, as different
images occurred to her diftempered ima-
gination, She had feldom any appetite ;

and
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fivelled and cedematous ; her countenance
bloated and fallow. There was a general
weaknefs throughout her whole frame.
Her tongue was white and rough; fhe
had a peculiar degree of rednels about
her noftrils; and her eye-lids were puffed;
her {kin was fqualid and dry; and al-
though fhe did not complain of thirft, yet -
it was very obvious by the eagernefs with
which fhe drank. Her {peech was quick
and incoherent ;- fhe had made but little
urine for fome time paft; did not per-
~ {pire in the leaft, and was very coftive.

A very tedious hiftorical and unintereft-
ing detail of her cafe was given to.me by
her hufband; and although it is unne-
ceffary to follow him through every par-
ticular circumftance of his narrative, yet
I fhall take the liberty to remark, that
from his own teftimony the part he had
atted with regard to the unfortunate fuf-
ferer, had been highly reprehenfible. This
juftified fome reports that had been pro-
pagated to his difhonour; and if faith-
fully repeated, refle@ but little credit on
his conjugal feelings. - But as remarks of

G this
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to conceal her diftrefs, yet the Ia_teﬁE
thorn of mental woe was too percept_'iblie.
The medicines and regimen were continu-
ed to the end of four months. W.fVI_rl_éﬂ
the putrefaétive diathefis feemed to be
perfettly corretted, we had recdurfe t'q:r
chalybeates, and the cold bath, by which
method the cure of the body and mind
{feemed in great mealure effected. |
~ Thus was this patient refcued from the
grave, and reftored to her family; but
this was only a temporary extenfion from
afflittion, for a few months after, from
ungentle treatment, and fhameful neglect,
.ﬂ')e: experienced a relapfe, which termi-
nated in fuicide.

_-

CASE XXII

IN the beginning of the year 1777,
Mrs. E. about forty-two years of age,
was feized with a rigor, reftleflnefs, laffi-
tude, and pain about the loins; to thefe

fymptoms fucceeded exceflive internal
G2 heat,
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now for fome months entirely cealed. She
complained of pain and tenfion of the
tonfils, dimnefs of fight, a {light degree of
deafnefs, lofs of ftrength, painful cramp
in her legs, lofs of recolleétion, vertigo,
pains in the head and loins, naufea, IDW_-;
nefs of {pirits, and a general relaxation.
All thefe {ymptoms had been much ag-
gravated by the officious zeal of a perfon
of her own fex, who confidered it reli-
gioufly neceffary that fhe {hould frequent-
ly take hiera picra fteeped in gin—an
indifcriminate praftice with women in
general, to which perfons of nervous and.
irritable habits often fall vi&tims, through
- the advice and recommendation of fome
Lady Dottor of their acquaintance. Amoft
violent inflammation of the fauces, eryfipe-
las, and piles, fucceeded, witha {light aber-
ration of reafon, and diftrefs of mind.
At this period I was confulted, and
finding that the patient had a full, hard
pulfe, heat, and the above-mentioned
fymptoms, I took fix ounces of blood
" from her arm; and with the afliftance of

nitrous
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- perves, from the peculiar nature of her

conftitution, and is very fubjeét to flying
pains in her head and dtomach.

CASE XXIII

MRS E. H. of:a florid complemon,
*fulls habit, and remarkable for the fize of
‘her head, at about the age of forty-cight,
'had /'for fome time been made a 'pro-
felyte 'to a prevailing fyftem of religion,
'that rlike ‘an epidemic 'difeafe 'had long
fpreadiits baneful influence through many
“ranks of people, to the excitement ofithe
‘moft daring outrages, and the wildeft ex-
‘travagancies. The difciples of this per-
- ‘nicious dottrine, to ufe the words of a very
Aenfible ‘writer, '“are puzzled with' their
“ own wild fancies; they delert the p]é.in
“ and {imple paths of the gofpel, ‘and fel-
“% dom mfift on thofe things which all may
~~“underftand, and in which all are greatly
- “““interefted, that' they may feed the fancy
- ““with'an unmtelhglble jargon, and per-
. plex
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« {ympathizing with our infirmities; mak-
« ing all gracious allowance for our im-
« perfettions, and rejoicing In every re-
« turning prodigal. No profpett can be fo
« difcouraging to man. Religion, defigned
¢« for the exaltation of our nature, over-
< whelms him with gloomy apprehenfions
« and fear. Religion, which fhould make
“ man cheerful, overfpreads him with
“ melancholy !”

The defign of this abftraét will, I truft,
fufhciently apologize for its infertion,
whilft I proceed to obferve, if it be
true that inftances of infanity are at this
day more numerous in this kingdom than
~at any former period, we have abundant
reafon not only to attribute the principal
caufe of it to the prefent univerfal diffufion
- of wealth and luxury through almoft every
part of the kingdom; but alfo in fupport
of this opinion to obferve, that fo humi-
liating a degradation of our reafoning fa-
culties owes ‘much of its acceflion to the
abfurd and ill-founded prejudices of that
epidemic enthufialm, which naturally ex-
cites the attention of weak minds to the
difcuffion of religious points, which they

100
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ti’lE.' number of her pretenfions to falva-
 tion, fhe had indulged herfelf rather too
freely in the ufe of fpirituous and malt
'liquors.  A'total fuppreffion of the men-
firual evacuation had, I was informed,
‘taken place about two years prior to my
- acquaintance with the cafe, when by the
_ Juchcmus treatment of her ap{}thecar),
fhe had experienced but little interrup-
Emn’of health from the change wrought
I.IPIDI'J; ‘the conflitution by this law of na-
ture, often prndu&we of the greateft dan-
ger; and to which, for the want of proper
advice and afliftance, many an amiable
female has fallen a'vi€tim. In the prefent
mode of cure, fhould it be 1nqu1red why
I confidered depletion ‘as ‘an indifpenfi-
ll:r']uer appendl},, the patient having appa-
iently no bﬂdll}’ complaint to ‘encounter,
1 truft that I am joftified in anfwering,
that it is a rule which fhould always be
oblerved, when the circulating flaids are
~more abundant than is congenial to health,
‘either from high living, or the fuppreffion
of fome accuftomed evacuation, as was
‘the cafe with this patient. It had obvi-

oully
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G A8 XN
MISS A. P. a young lady who had al-

ways been remarkably healihy, one even-
ing after overheating herlelf by walking,
imprudently drank a large draught of
cold water, and fat down upon a damp
feat in the open air. Very early next
morning {he was taken with a pain in her
head and back, attended with rigors, reft-
leflnefs, anxiety, and intenfe heat, She
complained of lofs of memory, dimnefs of
fight, weaknefs, and laffitude; and thefe
were fucceeded by a failure of {peech and
delirium. The family phyfician was im-
mediately confulted; and by bleeding,
bliftering, and proper remedies, fhe was
in fome degree recovered; but the attack
was too fevere to be entirely fubdued, and
left a train of nervous complaints. About
“the ufual term of her menftruation, fhe
complained of violent pain in her head,
loins, back, and legs; with pain and pal-
pitation at the navel, {palms at the flo-

mach, and a flow fever. Soon-afterwards
fhe
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Which was adminiftered every third even-
ing upon going to bed, drinking a cup of
ftrong horfe-radifh tea, which was alfo re-
peated alone every fix hours on the inter-
mediate days. We had not continued this
plan longer than the time above-men-
tioned, when the catamenia returned, her
ideas became progreflively lefs deranged,
and fhe recovered her proper reafon;
which by due care and attention to the
menftrual periods, fhe has ever fince pof-
{efled without diforder or interruption.

—— o ——

CASE XXV.

THE epidemic catarrh, more gene-

--rall}r known by the name of the Influen-
za, which raged with fuch violence in

different parts of the kingdom 1n the year

1782, prevailed almoft univerfally among

the mhabitants of a town where the pa-

tient of whom I am about to {peak, was

one of the number of the fick. There

was from the firft attack fomething extra-

ordinary
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for fome months at intervals flight and
tranfient deviations from reafon were ob-
ferved, till at length the fymptoms of infa-
nity were confirmed by deranged and
confufed ideas, an abfence of {hame, ridi-
culous averfions, and unreafonable marks
of difguft, hatred, fear, and diftrefs.

She became my patient in the month of
Auguft 1783; before which time her men-
ftruations had for fix months recurred n
{lighter quantity than is ufual. She labour-
ed under much bedily inquietude, her eyes
were protuberant and gliltening, their lids
much pufted up and {lightly inflamed, the
pupils unufually diftended, and her coun-
tenance was pale, bloated, and fickly; fhe
continually muttered to herfelf, or talked in
a vague and incoherent manner ; beftow-
ing but little attention upon the objefts -
around. Her cough was not fo frequent,
but continued very dry and troublefome;
fhe breathed with fome degree of difficul-
ty, and feveral dufky yellowifh {pots were
oblerved on her arms, legs, and different
parts of her body. She was confiderably
walted with pain, anxiety, and diforder

H and
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plan of treatment was continued upwards
of four months, with very little variation;
and was attended with the happy effett of
reftoring the patient to her priftine health
and mental confiftency. |

EASE  XXVI

IN the year 1776, the parifh officers of
Friend{bury applied to me for advice in
the cafe of a maniacal patient confined in
their workhoufe. This unhappy objett
had been very defperate, and had com-
mitted many atts of outrage and wvio- -
lence; was naturally of a ftrong, mufcu-
lar thape, and rendered much ftronger by
his prefent complaint. He had over-
powered almoft every one before they
could properly fecure him, which was now
effefted in a very extraordinary manner.
He was faftened to thefloor by means of
a ftaple and an 1ron ring, which was tied
to a pair of fetters about his legs, and he
was hand-cuffed. The place of his con-

H 2 finement
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him in a {trong {trait-waiftcoat, either of
leather, or of the ftrongeft ticking. Being
informed, however, that this kind of fecu-
rity had been tried, and found ineffettual,
from his gnawing holes m the fhoulders,
and by that means getting his arms loofe,
and the waiftcoat entirely off ; to prevent
this 1n future, I gave direttions to have
that part of the wailtcoat which covered
his {houlders, quilted with brafs wire over
fome fheet lead, and to keep the exterior
parts properly moiftened; from time to
time, with a brufh dipped in a ftrong fo-
lution of common aloes; it was alfo my
advice to have a {mall hovel built for his
folitary refidence, in the moft remote part
of the premifes, at a diftance from the
workhoufe, and to prohibit all perfons
from going near enough to converfe with
him, but thofe who fhould be appointed
to the charge of attending him. Befides
this, I direéted the furgeon, who had the
fuperintendance of the poor, to keep his
head clofely {haved, to bleed him ad Jel;-
quium, and repeat the operation as occa-
fion might require; to give him emetics

at
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attended with a great deal of itching and
heat : and fhe had fometimes been taken
from f{chool, upon the fuppofition that
thefe eruptions had been infeétious.
When I was firft confulted, fhe had {eve-

ral of thefe blotches upon her arms, legs,
face, and breaft : thofe on the latter parts
greatly refembled a rafpberry, or a mul-
berry, and thofe on the former were of a
whitith colour, fcaly, dry, and rough.
Mercurials, and other alterative medi-
cines, had been given fome time by the
advice of a regular prattitioner, which
operated only as palliatives, and the dif--
order difappeared and returned f{o often,
and the cure became fo hopelefs, that re-
courfe was had to an itinerant empiric,
who by a fudden repulfion of the humour
for fome weeks, had the credit of having
wrought a moft miraculous cure: but un- -
happily for the poor patient, much mif-
chief lurked under this flattering appear-
ance. On afudden, her imagination was
difturbed, which was vifible in the coun-
tenance, voice, and gefture; anda ftrange
alteration was perceived in her manner

and
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return of the catamenia. Every word
and attion betrayed the moft violent agi-
tation of mind, which it was not in her
own power to amend or corrett ; {he was
always intent upon one f[ubjett; deliri-
ous without fever, and ftedfaftly bent up-
on her own deftruétion ; which rendered
it highly incumbent upon thofe about
her to exert their utmoft care and dili-
gence to prevent her terrible defign.
The kali tartarifat. was given her in the
quantity of three drachms every fecond
or third day; a thin diet and diluting
drinks, with the ufe of the warm bath,
were ordered every night and morning;
a feton was made between her fhoulders,
and the pediluvium not omitted ; and to
recover the menftrual evacuations, the
following pills were adminiftered twice a
day :

R Extra Sabine 3.
Pulv. e Myrrha C. z(s,
Kali pp. gr. xv,
Syr. 3. q.1. ut f. Pil. mediocr.
Befides which, forty drops of the tinét.
ferri muriata were given every morning in

d cup-
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CASE XXVIIL

IMMERSED in the deepeflt abyls of
melancholy, which had produced an uni-
verfal mulcular decay, Mr. B. B. was put
under my care in the month of July 1777.
He was naturally of a choleric habit, and
of a violently paflionate difpofition. His
eyes were full, bright, and protuberant;
and he was {ubjett to flatulencies 1n the
abdomen. His anxiety was inexpreflible;
“his appetite was fometimes totally loft or
depraved, and at others preternaturally
increafed: his afpett was dark and
gloomy ; he had much conftipation of
the bowels ; his breath was hot and offen-
five; he was furly, morofe, and dogmati-
cal in his converfation, carriage, and be-
haviour. His eye-lids were puffed up
and fwelled; he was turbulent, reftlefs,
and unruly; and he had upon him an
eruption not unlike the herpes miliariss,
which appeared in circles over all the
neck, back, face, and arms; his pulfe was
quick, {trong, and hard, with preternatu-

ral






ANNALS OF INSANITY. 109

fuccelsful. = At the inftance of his friends,
another trial was propofed and made,
the confequence of which was (as might
reafonably be expeéted) a fecond relapfe;
with this difference, however, that I now
totally difclaimed all further concern with
a cale, where the relations themfelves had
fo little reafon and confideration; and
the unfortunate man was {oon after {ent to
a mad-houfe at Iflington, where he died
in about a month after his admiffion.
This cafe furnifhes another to the nu-
merous proofs which I could adduce,
demonftrable of the mutility and impro-
priety of removing the convalefcent ma-
"niac too foon to his former refidence—a
method of all others the leaft adapted to
the re-eftablifhment of impaired or relax-
ed intelleéts.  Domeftic concerns and
fudden preflure of bufinefs obtruding
themfelves on a mind not {ufficiently
firong and collefted to bear fuch im-
preflions, and digeft the recent influx of
ideas naturally occafioned by fuch a
material change of fituation, hurry and
overwhelm the animal {pirits; and a re-

lapfe
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lefs refentment againft perfons who ‘were
fcarcely known to and had never injured -
her. Thus noify, turbulent, and conten-
tious, the was difpofed to every kind of
mifchief that violence and defpair could
poﬂibly produce On this account, for
the fecurity of herfelf and friends, it was
thought neceflary to {ecure her in the
ufual manner; which on account of the
acceffioni of {trength attached to her com-
plaint, was accomplifhed with much diffi-
culty and trouble. In this {tate fhe al-
moft continually raved, menaced, {wore,
- fereamed, talked obfcenely, or anfwered
with the moft vehement anger to all about
her, and had little or no fleep by night or
day ; fo that her friends were entirely
wearied out with the inceffant din and
noife which fhe created and commnted
her wholly to my charge.
- I difcovered that fhe had a tumour in
the back part of her neck, with an ap-
pearance of [uppuration; her appetite
was depraved; the abdomen was tenle
and hard, probably from the long confti-
pation fhe had endured, which had been
for
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real feats of madnefls, occafioned by the
contents of thefe vifcera being obftrutted
in fuch a manner as to comprefs the many
nervous filaments which here communi-
cate with one another by the mefenteric
ganglia.

To remove her obftinate coftivenefs,
an emollient clyfter was ufed; but not
having the defired effect, another of a
more {timulating nature, was adminiftered,
which after a confiderable time anfwered
the purpofe. I then gave her an emetic,
confifting of

Vin. Ipec. 3.
Antimon. Tart. gr. j.

which brought away a furprizing quan-
tity of crude bile. A feton was made
between her fhoulders in the direttion of
the {pine, below the bafis of the tumour;
fhe was occafionally purged with the kali
tartarifatum, &c. The tinftura fuliginis
was given her three times a day, in the
quantity of thirty or forty drops in a cup-
ful of the camphorated mixture. A fini&
attention was paid to cleanlinefs ; her re-

i gimen
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years of age,  and had in the earlier part of
life been attacked with the gout 1n' his
feet, which continued for a fortmght, and
fometimes longer. Some time before his
prefent diforder he had fymptoms of in-
digeftion, complained of obtufe pain in
the left hypochondrium, and fometimes of '
 tenfion and weight in the region of ‘the
heart, extending to the loins and bladder,
and frequently recurring with an exten-
fion to the head, neck, ftomach, and
bowels, accompanied with an almoft con-
tinual naufea and acid eruétations; for
which he had taken an emetic, and finding
- fome relief, ftomachic medicines and warm

purgatives had fucceeded.
The fymptoms he laboured under were
‘imputed to the latent gout; and for want
ofa regular fit, in fupport of this opinion,
proper methods had been purfued to
bring on a paroxy{m of that diforder;
but not being effefted, and no fubftantial
benefit derived from 'this treatment, fa-
ponaceous and aloetic medicines were
given him; from which for fome time
it was thought that he received affift-
12 ance :
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« fetched deep fighs, and drew his breath
«« with difficulty; had fometimes a flufh-
«ing in his cheeks, at others a livid co-
¢ Jour, with a dull, dark, and ftupid
“ afpett; fudden ftools and fhaking of
« the whole body; and that his excre-
« ments were in general indurated, and of
< a red colour, or covered with yellow
¢ bile; that when {poken to, he appeared
“ ina flate of torpidity ; his eye-lids were
“ puffed; in fitting he inclined to the right
« fide, placing his hand on the left, as if
« he felt pain in the left hypochondrium,
¢« which on examination was found to be
“ tenfe and hard; a yellownels was dif-
“ fufed over his whole body, which would
“ often difappear for four or five days, or
“ a week at a time, and then re-appear ;”
a circumftance (it may be obferved) not
very uncommon in many hypochondriacal
and maniacal cafes. To this account was
added, “That his urine was made at long
“ intervals; appeared to be voided with
“ difhculty, and was in general of a whey
“ colour, thin, limpid, and pale; nor had
“ ever any fediment been obferved in it

“ but






ANNALS OF INSANITY, 119

degree be fuccelsful; and notwith{tand-
ing the pitiable and almoft hopelefs fitua-
tion which he was reduced to, fuch was
the opinion which was entertained of my
judgment, that I was defired to render
him every medical affiftance in my power,
and attend daily on his perfon; a talk
which, I moft candidly declare, was un-
dertaken with the utmoft difidence and
with the moft forlorn hope of {uccels. To
awaken, as it were, and to roule him from
this ftate of apathy, and accelerate the
natural aftion of the {yftem, feemed to
be the moft probable indications of cure:
repeated phlebotomy, blifters, a feton, the
warm pediluvium, volatile embrocations
to the left fide, fomentations to the feet and
leg, emetics at ftated periods, the warm
bath, cupping with and without fcarifica-
tion, eleétricity, laxative dofes of ol. ricini,
camphorated mixture with volatiles at
bed-time, James’s powders, and fuch other
medicines as {eemed likely to promote
the fecretions, were alternately and inef.
fettually ufed for the {pace of eighteen
months, without producing any material

alteration






ANNALS OF INSANITY. 121

fore requefted I would continue my
~ advice and affiftance fome time longer.
In this fecond trial I contented myfelf
with giving him the emetics as before, at
the diftance of every third or fourth week ;
and laying afide every other medicine,
made trial of the following mixture :

R Mift. Camphorat. -
Aq. Menth. Piperit. aa. 3iv.
Sp. Ath. Vitr. 3ij. M. f. Mift.

which was adminiftered to himin the quan-
tity of a cupful frequently, and was conti-
nued four months before its efficacy was the
leaft apparent, when his urine began to
appear turbid, with a fediment ; his afpeét
gradually unbent and refumed 1its natural
appearance; he could walk without an
attendant, and without attrating notice
by any fingularity of his gait or manner;
he now perfpired, efpecially towards the
morning; was calm and eafy, and his
fleep refrefhing. After a httle time he
began to feed himfelf, and converfe in his
ufual manner, and to take proper exer-
cife. A ftomachic bitter was added to

his
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with a ftrangulation of the fauces, from
which time fhe became low-{pirited, {uper-
ftitioufly fearful of future occurrences, col-
tive, and {ubjett to flatulencies, anxiety,
and violent perturbations of mind, Her
appetite was dEpraved; {he had erutta-
tions, diftenfion of the ftomach, pain, and
cardialgia. Her ideas were difordered and
incoherent; and at times {he was {ubjet
to a kind of epileptic fyncope, in which
for {fome minutes {enfation feemed totally
fulpended. ~The urine was f{ometimes
fupprefled for five or fix days together,
and always voided with pain; and was
fometimes obferved to depofit a copious
fediment, mixed with fabulous concre-
tions. She had a dry, frequent cough,
without expeétoration, that was much
increafed by motion or {wallowing, and
more particularly fo in the period of
irritation. Her eyes were bright, wild,
full, and projetting ; her face was bloat-
ed and florid; and every alion wildly
dalcivious, ablurd, or extravagant. She
had feldom any febrile heat, but con-
ftantly complained of intenfe pain, alter-
| nately
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nately in the forehead and back part of
the head; and fometimes in the fpine of
the back and epigaftric region. The
menfes were {upprefled, and hyfterical
faintings frequently fuperfeded.

The beft medical advice was fought ;
but after many repeated trials, the cafe
ftll eluded the efforts of every praéti-
tioner that had been confulted. When
{fent to me, fhe was much emaciated in
body, and in a ftate of mind little thort of
raving madnefs; but at intervals {enfible
of her diforder. As her madnels had
been of {uch confiderable duration, I en-
tertained not the leaft hope of adminifter-
ing any relief, but from the firlt deemed
the cafe incurable. Her refpiration was
quick and fhort; the cough as before de-
{cribed ; her pulfe weak, quick, and hard ;
fhe had frequent rigors, with reftlefinefs,
pain in the loins, contrattion, diftortion
of the features, and {pafms of the mufcles
along the {pine, bending the body back-
wards. The voice was feeble, and {carce-
ly articulate; and in fhort, her whole
{yltem was fuch as to threaten the moft

fatal
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fatal confequence: yet by means of tepid
fomentations, expettorants, &c. the cough
abated, and her refpiration was relieved.
She revived from this alarming {tate, and
became fo much better in every relpeét,
~ that for fome weeks together hopes were
entertained of her entire recovery : but
on a fudden, after having pafled a reftlefs
night, the cough returned, fhe complained
of a ftraitnefs acrofs her breaft, and a
great difficulty of breathing enfued, with
an cedematous fwelling of the face, arms,
hands, and feet: fhe pafled little or no
urine, and had conftantly nofturnal febrile
fymptoms; but by lofing a {mall quan-
tity of blood, and the free ufe of the
powder and oxymel of {quills, all thefe
complaints difappeared, but at the inftant
- when fhe appeared recovering, fhe died
fuddenly from fuffocation. -

It being a defire that fhe herfelf had fre-
quently exprefled, during her lucid inter-
vals,that her head thould be openéd todifco-
ver the caufe of her complaints,and meeting
with the entire concurrence of her friends,
it was accordingly performed, when the a p-

pcarances
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mer of which the appearance differed but
little from a natural {late, excepting only
a veficular adhefion to the pericardium,
which contained a quantity of ferous fluid :
in the latter, the ftomach appeared in a
natural ftate, excepting the pylorus, which
feemed to be affeCted with a {chirrous
hardnels, and was clofely contratted : the
liver had hydatids on its furface, and the
fpleen {eemed to be unufually large, but
of a' natural complexion: the omen-
tum was fom:what difcoloured, in many
- places adhered to the peritonzum; and
the veflels in general appeared diftended,
and In many parts to have become
varicofe.

Perhaps notrue judgment can be form-
ed in thefe cales from diffe€tions, as the
morbid appearance of the brain has hi-
therto afforded but little elucidation to
difcover the caufe of maniacal aﬂ'e'&inns;
yet I am of opinion, that it might be of
fome advantage if thofe gentlemen who
have frequent opportunities of diffeéting
the bodies of maniacal patients, were to
defcribe with accuracy the different mor-

bid
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- deducing f{uch comparative 1inferences as

fhould appear interefting or fingular: al-
though

ufual (Adverfac Med. Praéi. Leipfic, 1769, tom. viii, P. 3
. 584, ef fequent. ) Having obferved that the fkull gfth'is
patient was uncommanly thick on: one fide more than the
other, I fhall here take the liberty of adding an extraét .
from the ingenious Dr. Crichton’s ¢ Inquilry into - the
« Nature and Origin of Mental Derangement,” which
immediately applies to this oblervation. “It is very
‘¢ remarkable,” he fays, ¢ that the fkulls of the greater
* number of {uch patients are commonly very thick,
¢ nay fometimes have been found of an extraordinary
““ degree of thicknefs. Among two hundred and fixteen
¢ patients of this defcription, whole bodies were in- -
¢ {pected after death, there were found one hundred
‘¢ and fixty-feven, whofe fkulls were unufually hicky
““ and only thirty-eight thin ones; among which laft
« number there was one which was much thicker on
¢ the right fide than the left: but in particular’it was
¢ gbferved, that among one hundred raving madmen,
¢ feventy-eight had very thck {kulls, and 'twenty very
" ¢ thin ones ; among which fkulls there was one quite

“ foft. Among twenty-fix epileptic raving madmen,

¢ there were nineteen fr:lur_ld with very thick {kulls; and

“ four very thin. Among fixteen epileptic 1diots there
- ¢ were fourteen, and a'mnng twenty cpileptic patients

“ fixteen, who had very #hick fkulls; among whom

« there was one difcovered, one [ide of whofe fkull

* was thick, and the other thin. Among twenty-four
; ¢ melancholic patiénts, there were eighteen with very
K thin






ANNALS OF INSANITY. 131

dered her unfit for fociety, and given the
greateft anxiety to her friends and. rela-
tions. She is about fixty years of age, or
rather more ; fthe has been affetted with a
depreffion of fpirits forty years, which
has fince fettled into a fixed melancholy.
She was at that time conveyed to {fome
public hofpital, (I think St. Luke’)
where fhe caught the fmall-pox. The
puftules were pretty numerous, but dif- -
tinét ; and her former complamt very
happily terminated with the latter, and
fhe remained in a tolerable ftate of health
till within the laft two years ; when, as I
am informed, the medical gentlemen de-
clared the fever and complaint in her
bowels, with which fhe was then feized,
was of a bilious nature, and the was treat-
ed accordingly. It is to be remaked, that
during her indifpofition, fthe had a ﬂight
falivation, and was then perfeétly free from
every diftrefling 1dea. No {ooner did the
{pitting ceafe, than {he became low-{pirit-
ed, and embarraffed with -a continual
train of the moft anxious thoughts. I
am not able to fay how far the falivation

K 2 was
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offenfive, in confequence of the mercury,
but not the leaft {pitting : T therefore laid
it afide, and had recourfe to the former
treatment. She remains rather more
compofed, but ftill in an unhappy ftate,
and her friends would be glad to do
any thing in their power to contribute to
her recovery. They beg that you will
inform them by letter diretted to me,
whether you think at her time of life there
is any probability of a cure; or if you
chufe to order any medicine, they will be

ready to make a proper acknowledge-

ment.
Lk am, Sir;

Your humble {ervant,

: B. SPINLUFEFE.”
8. Heddingham, Effex,

Nov. 19, 1782,

MY ANSWER.
oI,

“ THE cafe you mention is a very
fingular one indeed ; but forty years hav-
ing elapfed fince her melancholy com-

plaint
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our joint endeavours fhall be direted to
that end : therefore as no good has arifen
from the ufe of venefeétion, purgatives,
or vomits, let us lay them afide, endeavour
to excite a {pitting with the calomel, and
keep the body in a proper flate of laxity
with the kali tartarifat. or the ol. ricini,
as befts {uits that purpofe, in fuch dofes
as may be well adapted for that end. Let
the patient ufe the warm pediluvium,
and immediately afterwards take a cupful
of camphorated mixture, which may be
repeated as often as you think neceffary.
When the anxiety 1s moft intenfe, reclin-
ing the head over the fteams of hot watef;
not only affords a temporary relief, but
frequently has a very permanent good
effet. Frictions with a coarfe towel, or
a fleth brufh, are in thefe cafes very often
ferviceable. Thefe documents, however,
I {fubmit to your confideration; and
{fhould they meet with your concurrence,
may be immediately reduced to praétice.
If thought neceffary,. I can make it con-
venient to vifit the patient, as {peaking
often conveys more than writing; but

this
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water. The camphorated mixture has
been given every night, and agrees very
~well with her. T am this morning writing
to the gentleman who has the eftate, re-
commending in the firongeft terms that
you might pay her a vifit, as he is a {en-
fible good man, and would do any thing
for her good ; and when favoured with
his anfwer, fhall do myfelf the pleafure
of writing to you again; and find a fin-
gular fatisfaction in {ubfcribing myfelf,

Your humble f{ervant,

B. SPINLUFF.”
8. Heddingham, i

Jan. gth, 1733,

CASE XXXIIT
In March 1779, my advice and affift-

ance was requefted by letter in the cafe
of J. O. a perfon of great relpectability,
who had feveral times been in a very un-
happy flate of mind; his fpirits were
unufually exhilarated in fummer, and as

much
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appeared to ftrangers perfettly well. His
appetite was {mall, and he was either
rigidly coftive, or lax to an extreme ;
drowly, dejetted, forgetful, and fubjett to
acid eruftations: he often complained
that he faw objeéts indiftinétly; was at
times bold and refolute, or ridiculoufly
timid, fearful, and fufpicious; and com-
plained of a head-ach like that which
arifes from a crowded theatre, and of be-
ing hot and thirfty; yet had no attual
fever. He had frequent pains in the left,
and fometimes in the right hypochon-
drium ; but without any perceptible ten-
fion in either, His digeftion was very
bad ; he fuffered a general debility of the
whole frame; had diftrefling ideas; was
-confeious that the funétions of his mind
were Impaired, and was fearful that it
would end in confirmed mania. His
pulfe was flow, weak, and often irregular;
he would frequently fetch deep fighs, and
fancy his life in imminent danger; he
pafled reftlefs and unealy nights; his
urine was in general pale, and almoft co-
lourlefs, forming no cloud, and depofiting

110
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ceeding four months ; and by continuing
{o to do with a manly firmnels and refo-

* Jution, he acquired fuch an habitual lme

of {elf-regulation, as {fecured to him that

' “ftate of body and mind, which it is the with

of every man to enjoy and preferve.

v e s S G

‘CASE XXXIV.

A La&y ahcut thirty years of age, of a
gloomy and referved difpofition, was put
under ‘my care in the year 1784. About

feven years before, fhe had made an at-

tempt to deftroy herfelf, after which fhe
continued well for three years, when fome
little difturbance happening in the fami-

ly, which no way concerned her, fhe

chole to take an attive part; but the
vexation ‘which occurred from being dif-
appomnted in her views, threw her ill
again, and fhe made another attempt
on her life; upon which her father put
her to board in a family where (he was

an utter {tranger, and unconnetted with
ﬂl]}’
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arm, it exhibited a vifcid appearance.
The warm pediluvium was ufed regularly
every night, and the camphorated mix-
ture given at bed-time, and occafionally
‘repeated. Her bowels were kept mode-
rately lax, with an aperient elettuary ;
and the menftrual difcharge, which had
ceafed for fome time paft, was promoted
by the ufe of emmenagogues. At the end
of three months fhe menftruated freely,
but with more than ufual pain; which
was foon relieved by the ufe of opiates
and the warm pediluvium. She now be-
gan to be more rational and agreeable m
her {peech and behaviour, and would
civilly afk for her food and medicines;
and’ after five weeks continuance in the
above methods, fthe recovered the fame
degree of reafon fhe had pofleffed before
her illnefs, was well enough to return

home, and has not fince experienced
any relapfe.

CASE
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of plethora, with fpalmodic affeCtions of
various parts, dry cough, reftlels nights,
frightful and extravagant dreams; with
inflammation in the eyes, heat, flufhings,
head-ach, ftupor, and dejeftion.

In this ftate of the cafe, an eminent
praftitioner in town was applied to; and
as fhe had been accuftomed to copious
evacuations, very judicioufly diretted her.
to lofe {mall quantities of blood, her diet
to be moderated, and the bowels to be
kept open by proper food and medicine.
In this manner fhe proceeded for feveral
~months, being always {ubjett at the ufual
periods of menftruation to profufe {weats,
violent heats, and pain in the lumbar re-
gion; at which time her reafon appeared
lefs impaired than ufual for the fpace of
two or three days, but afterwards the de-
lirtum returned, and continued {o till the
above period recurred, and produced the
fame effetts. As the violence of the {fymp-
toms rendered it neceflary at firft, fhe conti-
nued to lofe four or five ounces of blood
every month afterwards ; butasher {trength

apparently decrealed with the frequency of
; I this
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' debihty and relaxation, the bark was judi-j
cioufly adm:mﬁered and had the defired
effect. vl B s
After this recwéry;'the patif:'n't regain-
ed her firength very faft ; and being more
confiftent in her mind, at her.own requeﬂ _
and with the approbation of her relations,
returned into the country ; but through the
officious care and obtrufion of a Female
Dabbler 1n Phyfic, who was too often
confulted in the management of her fex
at the ceffation of the menfes, fhe was in-
duced to take repeated dofes of hiera
picra and aloetic pills, by whofe heating
qualities the piles and {ftrangury were pro-
duced, with racking pains in the loins,
difhicult refpiration, imbecility, and de-
rangement of the intelleéts; pain in the
bowels, and a return of the uterine hz-
morrhage. '
In this emergency I was requefted to
- prefcribe ; and upon inquiry became ac-
quainted with the above particulars. The
patient did not feem much debilitated by
the prefent difcharge ; and as the ftate of
the pulfe evinced the propriety, I direfted
1L 2 four
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had often complained of pains in the breafts
and other glandul&r parts, I advifed a feton
to be made between the fcapule, which be-
ing rejected, an iffue in the arm was propo-
fed and acceded to. I recommended the
{iricteft attention to regimen and exercife,
and befought her moft earnellly to depre- -
cate all {fuch dangerous and pertinacious
advice, of which fhe had fo painfully
experienced the bad effetts.

The alienation of mind which had been
perceived upon this laft attack, receded
with the {ymptoms that had occafioned
it ; and f{he continued tolerably well for a
year and a half afterwards, but was rather
inclined to plethora; when by remaining
too long at an aflembly, fhe was {eized
with rigors and chillnefs, to which fuc-
ceeded inflammation of the tonfils, at-
tended with an eryfipetalous eruption up-
on the left fide of the neck and face, a
{pafmodic affettion of the bowels, a naufea
and ficknels of the ftomach, and a {light
flux from the uterine veflels ; wandering
pains, conftriétion of the breaft, difficulty
of breathing, inquietude, very little {leep,
hurry and confufion of thought, and much

" ' Incongruity
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fecurity or dependence at any time, in
any fituation, or under any circumitance,
to be placed in either their words or ac-
tions. As no perfon can determine how
momentarily their diforder may return or
increafe, it confequently behoves thofe who
have them under their command, to be
conftantly upon their guard; nor fhould
their friends and relations be too hafty
in forming a judgment of their recovery,
as to the fafety of their return to their
accuftomed mode of life: for after reco-
vering from a {tate of infanity, for fome
time the mind is as weak as the body,
after being afflicted with any violent
diforder. And as in the one cafe the
patient cannot return to exercife and
diet as ufual in time of health, without
danger ofa relaple; fo in the other he can-
not return to his former objeéts, and avo-
cations of life, without running the utmoft
rifque of his mind being again overfet and
deranged. A relapfe in this cafe is more to
be apprehended and guarded againft, than
in any other; and it fhould never be for-
gotten that f{uch convalefcents, either

from
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fulpicious ; but no very ext.murdinarj; fin-
gularities in his manner and behaviour
became remarkable till the autumn of
1776, when he was fuddenly feized with
an hypochondriacal affe€tion, attended
with vehement motions of the body, fear,
{ufpicion, impatience, and violent pertur-
bations of mind, which at length fettled
into a deep melancholy ; but he did not
attempt any violence either to himfelf or
others. After proper attention and me-
dical afliftance, he was fuppofed to have
intirely recovered from this diforder, and
thought in every relpett to be as well as
ufual, when on a fudden he became pof-
fefled of the moft ablurd and {trange fan-
cies, fufpicions, and averfions. He was
reftlefs, timid, irrefolute, and weak in his
judgment, which was lefs obfervable, as
he was never remarkable for the moft
lively feelings, or the greateft brilliancy of
imagination. He {poke and afted in an
unufually ridiculous manner.

He was fent to a houfe appro priate for
the reception of infane perfons, in the vi-
cinity of the metropolis ; in which fitua-

tion
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quefted him to make himfelf clean, and
get his breakfaft; when, fhocking to re-
late! the maniac inftantly without the
leaft hefitation, and before fhe could get
any afliftance, fnatched up a poker which
was ftanding in the fire-place, and dafhed
her brains out upon the floor. The noife
and buftle brought in the {ervants; but
the maniac parricide offering no farther
violence, was foon difarmed of the fatal
weapon, and fecured. He did not at-
tempt to elcape, nor did he appear then,
or at any other time after, to feel the leaft
compuncttion or remorfe for this dreadful
tranfaction. Soon after which he was
committed to my care, and in about three
years afterwards died of an hydrops pec-
toris, in the fifty-firft year of his age.

Not diffimilar in point of miftaken af-
fection, will be found the following para-
graph, taken from a public print, {o late
as the 23d of April 1797. A letter from
Haddington in Scotland, fays, “ A me-
“ lancholy event has happened in that
“ neighbourhood.  Major Kenlock, the
* brother of Sir Francis Kenlock, of Gel-

“ maton,
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« to take his trial for the horrid deed ;

« when it appeared before the high court
« of jufticiary at Edinburgh, that while in
« the Welt-Indies he had been feized with
# a fever ; from uhlt‘.‘,h time he was never .
- « confidered as pofleffed of a found mind,
% but was fubjeft to melancholy, with fits
« of jealouly; and that at the time this
& unhappy tranfaétion was committed, he
“was in the moft lamentable ftate of
« derangement. He was fentenced to

“ be confined the reft of his life.”

| CASE XXXVIL
I Arh ihdebted for the fubfequent cafe

to the communication of an obliging cor-
refpondent, on whofe authornty I can
fafely rely. In the beginning of the month
of February 1777, a poor man was bitten
in the calf of the leg by a dog that was
mad. He was immediately bled, bliftered
upon the part, dipped 1n the falt water,
and took a noftrum of fome celebrity 1n

the
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plained of. ftricture and. weight acrofs the
' brealt; tingling in his ears ;~*10{'s of hear-
ing; was .weary, naftive, and torpid;
vomited ,bile -of an eruginous' colour;
the ftomach was extended, and a conftric-
tion of the gullet was evident. The pavor
ague, or dread of water, foon {ucceeded ;
and every attempt to {wallow excited the
moft dreadful convulfions, with the in-
tenfeflt horror, fear, and averfion at the
fight of it, | At intervals e was ftill ca-
pable of making rational anfwers, and en-
tirely free from the convulfive paroxylm,
which returned upon every drefh attempt
to {wallow, or even to tafte any thing that
was liquid : and although he was parched
and burnt with an eager defire to drink,
yet no fooner did any liquid touch the tip
of his tongue, than he was inftantly feized
with the moft terrible ftriture of the jaws,
fucceeded by univerfal convulfions of the
whole frame, that intirely deprived him of
his fenfes. There was a moft remarkable
dilatation of the pupils, and he could not
fee. The larynx was externally fwelled,

and
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{on who is {fo unfortunate as to be bitien
by a mad dog, or other animal fo affetted,
to {fubmit to the fotal fx@}fﬂﬂ of the
wounded parts, as this method 1s afanf to
be depended upon for the prevention of
the complaint. It is inconteftibly proved,
that no confidence whatever can be
placed in any of the boalted medicines
for this purpofe; either Palmarius’s pow-
der, mercurial fri€tion, fomentations of fea
falt and vinegar, the pulvis antilyflus,
tonquinefa, the Ormikirk medicine, the fa-
mous pewter preparation, or any other pre-
tended {pectfic; all of which 1n their turns
have been found totally madequate to op-
pole the evil they were intended to defeat.
Mufk and the warm bath, {ea bathing, an-
tifpafmodies, and even cauftics themfelves,
have likewife been too often ufed with-
out fuccels: therefore, timely excifion
and ablution with water of the bitten
parts, feem to be the only and truly efhi-
cacious remedies. For to flatter perfons
with fecurity from other methods, is only
to deceive them 1n a matter of the utmoft
confequence, which in the end proves fatal

M by






ANNALS OF INSANITY, 1_.63,.

« cold and then with warm: water, and
¢ the furface touched with, lunar cauffic.
« One of the excepted two was bitten
« about eight months ago in the palm and
« the back of the hand; in whieh; cafe:
s {fuch of the wounded part as could: be
« with {afety, was removed, and: the pro-
¢ cefls of ablution continued: for near two
« hours ; nothing having been done exter-
“ nally till the day on which I' was con-
“ {ulted, which was the third from the
«accident. This perfon is: n her full
“ health and' {pirits: and in the other
¢ inftance, as the tooth of the cow had
« penetrated the end ofthe finger; through
¢ the nail, I thought myfelf warranted to
“deprive the patient of the firft joint.
“ It 1s now five months®r more fince I
“ was confulted about a foal which had
“ been bitten by-a mad dog, through the
“ wing of the left noftril. The wounded
¢ part was much torn; I ordered itto be
“ cut out, and no other means were ufed:
“ Theammal is at this time perfetly well,
“ and 1s a ufeful horfe. A cow and two
“ pigs were bitten by the fame dog ; to

M 2 « which
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« That the lymphatic fyftem i1s not
« affefted in the manner that it 1s by the
« infertion of the variolous, or any other
¢ infettious matter, {uppoled to be car-
“ ried mto the habit by abforption.

“ Admitting thele premifes, is it not
“ probable,” fays our author, that the
“ virus lays dormant tll the previous
“ {[ymptom (pain) comes on in the bitten
¢ part 7 Might not excifion and ablution,
* therefore, afford relief at that period ?
““ May not the future progreflive fymp--
“ toms be produced by irregular excite-
“ ment on the nervous fyftem only?

““ Is 1t abfolutely impoffible to give re-
“ hief by excyfion, &c. when the patient is
“ affefted with hydrophobia ?

* As the virus is more commonly, per-
“haps folely generated in animals that
“ never perfpire, will the cow, or any
“ other kind of creature, not fubje&t to
“ that peculiarity, produce, or in the hy-
“ drophobic ftate communicate, the dif-
“ eafe ?”

CASE
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the pulfe was weak and irregular; the
.pup'ils of his eyes were much dilated, but
more parm:ularly the left; he had horrid
notions of {upernatural agents, and his
afpett was wild and unfettled. He had
been coftive; and informed me that his
urine had in general been colourlefs,
“forming no ‘cloud, and depofiting no fedi-
ment; that he was naturally timid, irre-
folute, prone to fudden and exceflive paf-
{ions of the mind, and for fome time paﬁ
had paid too ferious an attention to the
noify and dangerous harangueq of a.me-
thodift preacher in the neighbourhood
where he refided, which had induced him
frequently to conclude in his own mind
that he had loft all chance of falvation,
and the favour of his Maker; the thought
of which often overwhelmed him with
horror and dread, and threw him into
tremblings and fpafms; and as his habit
appeared much debilitated and weakened,
I advifed him to ufe cold bathing, and a
more liberal diet, to encourage every me-
thod of promoting cheerfulnefs and fere-

nity of mind, and entirely to relinquifh
the
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and his body kept open and cool by
a proper regimen, and the ol. ricini:
which prattice (with the addition only of
fumigations of rofemary, camphor, and
vinegar, to his head and face, every night
and morning) was fanttioned by the con-
currence of an eminent phyfician who
was confulted in conjunétion with myfelf,
at the particular defire of his friends ;
and in about eight weeks he was fo
thoroughly recovered in his intelletts,
as to become -confiftently converfant
and fociable. As his complaints were
now entirely of the nervous and relaxed
kind, he was direfted to go to Bath,
where he found much relief, and was fo
entirely recovered as to be able to return
to his bufinefs, in which he has ever fince
continued without the leaft mental or
corporeal complaint.

As this patient’s infanity, as well as that
of which I fhall next treat, happened after
a fever, I {hall here quote the opinion of
the celeberated Hoffman, who mentions
infanity of every fpecies as frequently oc-
curring after fevers, and efpecially fo if

| protratted
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 time {he recovered, or was roufed, deli-
rium, fear, terror, and agitation of {pi-
rits fupervened, until {he reverted 1nto her
former torpidity ; and in one of thofe 1n-
tervals of horror fhe had even attempted
to put an end to her life, but was happily
- prevented. Gentle opiates, with a- vari-
ety of balfamic medicines, had been given
to palliate her cough, which was {light,
fhort, frequent, and without expettora-
tion. The warm pediluvium was ufed
every ‘evening at bed-time, a perpetual
bhifter opened between her fhoulders, and
- the camphorated mixture given three
or four times a day; but thefe means
proving ineffeétual, a preparation of milli
pedes with the oxymel of {quills, the bal-
famic mpills, and an infufion of madder
root, were next tried. Change of air, ex-
ercife, and the Briftol waters, were pre-
fcribed, but to mo kind of purpole; for
the unfortunate patient grew worfe, and -
in three months time, without ever reco-
vering the Jleaft ray of intelleCtual light,
fhe expired.

CASE
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in an impetuous tone of anger to every
one who accofted, or converfed with
her ; flept but lttle, and perfpired
lefs: fometimes fhe raved aloud, and at
others {pit at and endeavoured to bite
thofe about her; foamed at the mouth .
with anger, and whiitled, fung, fhouted,
or {wore alternately.

In this precife ftate I found her on the
12th of March 1784. The tpnica albu-
ginea of the eyes was ftreaked with red,
her countenance fixed, her head hot, the
pulfe quick and full, her tongue white
and furred; there was a fordes upon her
teeth and lips, the eye-lids were puffed and
tumefied, and a kind of infpiffated mucus
abounded about the mouth, throat, and
trachea, which was much increafed by the
vehemence of her attions and geftures.
Befides thefe fymptoms, the fkin was dry
and harfh; her features had rather a
grealy appearance ; fhe had no appetite;
her breath was hot and feetid; fhe had
frequent eruétations ; her refpiration was
difficult by paroxyfms attended withrigor,
reftleflnefs, and watching. She had had

but
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dually abating, 1n little more than a fort-
night fhe became compofed, and ragional ;
and in lefs, than a month was capable
éf correfponding by letter with a lad}r of
her acquaintance, to, whofe houle, after
recruiting her {trength with a_courle of
bark, aromatic bitters, and Bath waters,
{he made a vifit ; and eftablifhed in a good
ftate of health, foon afterwards, with the
confent and approbation of her friends,
fhe entered into the matrimonial ftate, by,
which all her wifhes were acqnmpliﬂ}e_d,,
and her happinefs was complete,

CASE XLL
TH E Rev. J. R. of relaxed fibres and,

{corbutic temperament from his infancy,
was, naturally of a cheerful turn of tem-
per, and of an open generous difpofition,
till he fuftained the preflure of a particu-.
lar affliftion, which occurred to a very
near relation, when he fell a vi€tim to the
moft anxious and diftrefsful feelings,
by which means his body was gradually.

weakened,
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particular tremor of the tongue; he had
no fever; and there was a vifible walft-
ing of his flefh.  Which ftate of body
was occafioned by the exceflive diftrefs
of his mind ; the agonizing influence of
which afforded me very little reafon to
hope, or even imagine, that the ufual
means of cure would prove efficient.  In
this refpett I was truly {orry to find my-
felf not in the leaft difappointed ; for after
he had been under my care a confider-
able length of time, and the warm bath,
pediluvium, elettricity, emetics, cupping
with and without fcarification, cephalic
fteams, mufk, camphor, a feton, iffues,
blifters, wther, various cephalics and an-
tifpafmodic remedies had refpeftively been
tried, every hope and expettation of relief
vanifhed, and the unfortunate patient was
configned to permanent care and con-
finement, as the dernier refort of his

afflitted family.

N CASE
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fa& being founded on the folid bafis of the
moftextenfive obfervation and experience.
Of the greateft number of maniacal pa-
tients that have been placed under my
care in the courfe of more than thirty
years praftice, I have been able to trace
an hereditary pretenfion to this diforder
in by much the major part of them: to
maintain this pofition, on the bafis of
found fa&, I have in moft cafes preferved
an exatt courfe of genealogy in regular
lineal defcent home to the deftined objett.
A gentleman of large commercial con-
cerns 1n the city, after much clofe and in-
tenfe ftudy, was {uddenly feized with a pain
in the calf of his leg, with palpitation about
the navel ; at the fame time he complained
of throbbing in his head and temples, and
had fome {light degree of febrile heat.
Thefe fymptoms were at firlt attributed to
obftrutted perfpiration from the effeéts of
cold; and as the moft probable means of
relief, bleeding was prefcribed, and after-
- wards the reguline preparations at proper
diftances, and the faline draughts were
given In the intermediate {paces; but it
foonafter appeared that the funétions of his
| N 2 mind
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fician, as much diftinguifhed for his honor
and integrity, as for his fuperiority of pro-
feflional {kill and experience. Manage-
ment was allowed to be of the firft confe-
quence in this cafe, to which was added
" fuch medical treatment as the various in-
dications rendered neceflary. After every
experiment of this nature had been tried
for more than three months, the former
was adopted, and the latter entirely
laid afide; at which period the patient
was entrufted to my care. His appetite
was natural, but he would never eat any
thing unlefs it was left in his room; and
then he perfifted in its having been taken
from him by ftealth; his features were
contracted, his eye-lids puffed and {welled,
the pupils much dilated, and his eyes
very ftrongly indicated the ftate of his
mind; he was coftive, and never per-
fpired ; his pulfe was weak, foft, and up-
dulating; his fkin pale, harfh, and fal-
low; and he appeared much emaciated.
After trying a {eton, cupping, the warm
bath, cephalic fteams, camphor, mufk,
and emetics, to no purpofe, and every

medical
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ufed feveral methods for relief without fuc-
cefs. January gth, 1785, he was fent to
my houle, in a condition nearly approach-
. ing to raving madnels. His appetite was
voracious, his breath offenfive, he was cof-
tive, and had a particular difficulty of de-
glutition ; his eyes were bright, fiery, pro-
tuberant, and wild ; the lids tumefied, and
the pupils much diftended ; he often raifed
his hand to his head, and complained of
pain in his forehead ; the pulfe was ftrong,
and his countenance bloated ; but he had
little or no heat. The righthypochondrium
was {welled and tenfe, and his breathing was
rather difficult; he had been {ubjett to the
hemorrhoids before he was attacked with
mania, but thr—:j,r had entirely difappeared
for many months. He had {lept but little,
and his {kin was dry and harfh ; the urine
was generally high coloured, and depofit-
ed a copious red {ediment of the nature
of bran; with {udden tranfitions of mind,
and rapid flights of imagination; was
noify, furious, audacious, impetuous, or
mifchievous ; would laugh, fing, rave, or
talk vociferoufly, in the fame inftant, with

quick
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vinegar, in due proportions. A liniment of
camphor and oil was applied to the right
hypochondrium twice a day.. This courle
was continued with little variation, and
a due regard to his regimen, for feve-
ral weeks, without any apparent benefit.
To the difficulty of {wallowing was now
added oppreflion of breathing, which was
always relieved for a few days by an eme-
tic; and now the pil. {cille, with calomel,
were advifed, allo a {eton m the neck in
the direttion of the {pine, and half an
ounce of kali tartarifat. in weak broth,
every third morning, which feldom failed
of procuring him two or three motions.
The feton difcharging in a very copious
manner, in lefs than a month his flights,
ravings, anxieties, and vociferations were
moderated ; but he was yet very inco-
herent, although at times more intelligent
than he had been fince the commencement
of his diforder, when he would attend to
what was faid to him, and fometimes make
pertinent replies. On a fudden the he-
morrhoids re-appeared, and r:liﬁ:harged'
profufely, and at the fame time his fanity

returned,
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an extreme degree, and her feelings ex-
quifitely fevere. She was {o much fub-
jett to flatulencies of the ftomach and
vifcera, as fometimes occalioned a tumour
in the abdomen, of a globular form, as large
as a child’s head, attended with fuch great
pain and tenfion, that made her cry out
as if the were in labour, which in her
depraved ftate of mind fhe would often
affert to be the cafe, requiring immediate
affiftance to receive and fave the child.
This fymptom never failed of palliation
from a warm ftomach purge of a carmi-
native quality, and proper topical appli-
cations. It was obfervable, that when fhe
fuffered moft pamn from this flatulent dif-
tenfion of the abdomen, her intelleéts were
much clearer than at any other period
of her diforder; and upon the remiffion
of the camplaiﬁt, fhe never failed to de-
clare pofitively that {he had been delivered
of a child, about which, however, fhe
never exprefled any great folicitude, nor
maternal tendernefs. An entire ceflation
of the menfes had taken place prior to
her becoming my patient, The pulfe

was
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CASE XLY.

A MONGST all the agtive fubtances
taken into the fyftem, that immediately
affect the circulation, and produce a
change i the conflitution, perhaps
mercury demands the firft place in our
confideration; and in all the remote
caufes imputed to the ufe or abufe of this
fingularly powerful mineral, it may with
propriety be often confidered as a princi-
ple, which will obvioufly appear from the
{ubfequent cafes.

Carried away by the impulfe of'the paft
fions, at a time of life when rational conduét
and {ound judgment feldom preponder-
ate, a young gentleman of a thin habit
and flender conftitution, found it neceflary
to apply to a {urgeon of his acquaintance
in town, who treated him in a manner
{uitable to his diforder. After fix weeks,
from irregularity in drinking, and a‘life
of gaiety and diflipation, fome fymptoms
of his complaint ftill remained; and he
was {uddenly attacked with an ulceration

of
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of the tonfils, and other affeétions, which left
but little doubt of the blood being tainted
with the venereal virus, {o as to render it
neceflary to have recourfe to mercurial
alteratives, with a decottion of the woods;
but although, contrary to his ufual cuf-
tom, he continued tolerably regular in this
courfe, he found himfelf in no one refpett
better, and was therefore advifed to
ftronger mercurial preparations, till his
complaints being apparently relieved, he
was 1induced to difcontinue his medicines,
and contrary to the advice of his furgeon,
to try the cold bath, which he had only
ufed twice, when he complained of great
pain in his head and cheft, with much
anxiety and inquietude, with a {enfation
of heat under the fternum, {ucceeded by
vomiting, an obftinate conftipation, and a
remitting fever, the acerbations of which
returned once in twelve hours. From all
thefe fymptoms, by means of judicious
treatment, in lefs thana fortmght he was
entirely exempt, but complained of fome
{fmall eruptions of a petechial appearance,
withinfide his mouth, and his {fenfesbecame

much
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much deranged. A folution of the fub-
limate was prefcribed for him twice a
day, with a proper gargle for his mouth ;
he was ordered a light nourifhing diet,
with the ufe of the warm bath; but after
{fome confiderable time, when there was
every reafon to fuppole that the primary
diforder was removed, and no relapfe had
occurred to fhew the contrary, and every
care and precaution had been ufed by his
friends (who dreaded the impending evil)
to prevent 1t, he grew melancholy, ftupid,
and 1nactive, was reduced to the mental
weaknefs of a child, and dwindled into a
confirmed idiotifm, in which piuable ftate

*“ Immured and buried in perpetual floth,
¢ The gloomy flumber of the vacant foul,”

he has continued for more than ten
years, and from which there i1s now
not the lealt probability that he will
ever emerge. |

CASE
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which was fucceeded by naufea, vomiting,
thirft, anxiety, and comatous affettions,
~ which were removed by epifpaftics and
 the antiphlogiftic treatment. But there
remained an unufual ftupidity, and it was
obvious to all his friends, that the func-
tions of his mind were confliderably 1m-
paired ; he frequently complained of an
internal pain and weight in the left hypo-
chondrium, extreme languor, difficult refpi-
ration, giddinefs, and head-ach. His friends
confulted a phyfician mn London, who
pronounced his malady to be an incipi-
ent madnefs. This prognoftication was
literally true; for notwithftanding the
moft approved methods adopted to pre-
vent 1t, his mind became agitated with
various ill-forted 1deas, and abfurd chime-
rical notions. The animal {pirits were
fubject to irregular fluttuations, and a
confirmed mania occurred. He alter-
nately raved aloud, was turbulent, un-
governable, and outrageous; fometimes
cheerful and merry, and at others ftupid,
mufing, and melancholy. He would fit

i ) for
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recurred ; fince which time his intellets
have continued in a very confufed and
- difordered flate, without any hopes of
recovery.

GASE. = XLVILE

J. T. a young man of family and for-
tune, f{lender conftitution, and {corbutic
habit, in the year 1787, contratted a ve-
nereal complaint, and put himfelf under
the care of a {urgeon, who adminiftered
mercury and ftrong purges fo profufely,
as to aggravate rather than relieve his dif-
order. Several other remedies being in-
ternally and externally applied, without
producing the expefted relief, falivation
was deemed indifpenfably neceflary. This
was accordingly put in praftice, and a
courfe of mercurial alteratives {ucceed-
ed. Ulcerations in the fauces, ton-
fils, and throat, ftill remained. At this
crifis he accidentally received a fall from
a horfe, and - fprained his ankle; as a
remedy for which he was advifed to im-

0 2 merfe
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caufed a confiderable diffolution of the
blood; and his nerves, naturally weak,
been reduced to extreme debility; I
put him under a courfe of mild al-
terative medicines, prefcribed a nutri-
tious regimen, and enjoined the firictelt
obfervation to cleanlinefs. After perfe-
vering in this manner for fome months, by
repeated interrogation, I was now and
then able to obtamn a fingle word from him
by way of anfwer. For the humour in
his face, a {eton was made between the
fhoulders in the direftion of the {pine,
which afforded a copious difcharge, and
was kept open for a confiderable time,
but to very little purpofe, as he continued
nearly in the fame {tate, except partially
recovering the ufe of his legs, for he could
but juft fet one foot before the other, and
creep a few paces with difficulty when at
" the belt. He would {ometimes take his
food without any afliftance; and although
he afterwards recovered fome fhare of
recollettion, he was obliged to hefitate a
confiderable time before he could make
- a pertinent reply to any one queftion that
was propofed to him, Thus from being a

{enfible
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of urine, and a contrattion of his fea-
tures; and although the caufe of his fear
was foon after removed, yet it had made
fuch a violent impreflion on his mind, as
‘to occafion a privation of his intellettual
powers. He could not be brought to
himfelf, but laboured under extreme anx-
iety, fighed, and fhed tears; his hearing
was depraved ; and he reeled about,
with his hand to his head, as if inebri-
- ated. Febrile {ymptoms coming on, he
was put to bed, but neither perfpired
nor pafled any water, during two days
and nights. Notwithftanding every me-
dical afliftance was adminiftered, he never
afterwards recovered his fenfes; his
mind not poflefling fufficient energy to
free itfelf from the exceflive agitation it
had experienced, although it 1s now a
confiderable time {ince the accident; and
his memory and 1magination are i that
{tate of diforganization and debility, as to
preclude all hopes of his recovery.

I have had the care and management of
this young man more than eight years,
who {till 1n his afpett retains an expreffion .
of that terror whichthe objeét firft excited;

and
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P. T. a young lady of delicate con-
flitution, taking cold at a particular pe-
riod in her eighteenth year, by impru-
dently fitting too long in her damp
cloaths, after having been accidentally wet
through in a fhower of rain, on the even-
‘ing of the fame day was attacked with a
rigor, reftlefinefs, laflitude, and pain n
the loins, that was {oon after fucceeded
by great heat, a frequent and full pulle,
pain in the region of the womb, {welling
‘and tenfion of the belly and ftomach, an
inclination to vomit, dry {kin, rednefs and
inflammation of the eyes, pains in the legs,
with great anxiety and depreflion of {pi-
rits. The prattitioner who was confulted
on this occafion, ordered a vomit, and on
the fucceeding morning took away ten
ounces of blood. An opiate was prefcribed
at bed-time, and atantervals an emulfion of
almonds, with the addition of nitre and
gum arabic. The fymptoms appeared in
{ome degree mitigated ; but on the third
day from the firft attack, great heat, thirft,
reftleflnefs, {pafms, and delirium occurred.
Farther medical afliftance became necef-

fary,
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purpofe, eleétricity had alfo been advifed,
but to noeffeét ; and at the latter end of
November 1788; the was wholly confign.
ed to my care. The pulfe was foft, {low,
and weak; the circulation languid; her
countenance white and bloated ; and fhe
was fubjeét to {palms and tremors. I
prefcribed a “gentle antimonial emetic,
that operated {o well as to bring from off
the ftomach a quantity of phlegm and
chocolate-coloured bile ; the warm pedilu-
vium was ufed every night, and a feton
pafled between the fhoulders in the direc-
tion of the {pine; the camphorated ace-
tated mixture was prefcribed every morn-
ing an hour before dinner, and at five
o'clock 1 the afternoon, befides which
fhe took every night and morning a bolus
of the following form: |

B Conferv. Rorifmarin. (s,
Limiatur Chalyb.' gr. X,
. .Pulv, Myrrh, Comp. gr. xv.
- Pulv. Aromat. gr. ij.
Syr. e Cort. Aurant. q. {. f. bolus fuperbi.
~ bend. bol. fing. Cyathum Infuf, Rad Raphan. Ruftican,

This
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~ obftruéted perfpiration, by getting wet in
in- the feet, that was relieved mn a few
days by bleeding and antiphlogiftic medi-
cines, fhe had no fort of complamnt till {he
returned to her friends and relations In
Norfolk, where f(he has ever fince con-
tinued in perfect health, without experi-

~encing the leaft {ymptom of her former
mania.

—

YA S

A WOMAN, aged thirty, of a firong
conftitution, a choleric habit of body, and
violently paflionate difpofition, from a
fuppreffion of the menfes occafioned by a
{fudden fit of anger, in the year 1780,
became infane. She was extremély out-
rageous, and fo powerful as to overcome
almoft every perfon with whom fhe had
any contention. She exprefled the moft
bitter abhorrence to thofe perfons' with
whom fhe had lived many years in habits
of the moft friendly intimacy. But the

: ftrong
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ftrong ; fhe was noify and reftlefs of
nights ; and her {kin was harfh and dry.
To deplete the veflels, and attenuate the
humours, I ordered ten ounces of blood
to be taken from the arm, that, when
cold, was covered with a yellow encrufted
fize ; lenient purgatives were occafionally
adminiftered 5 a feton was paffed be-
tween the fhoulders in the direttion of
the {pine. After a fortnight I ordered
the bleeding to be repeated ; with a
mode of treatment, and regimen, exatt-
ly the reverfe of what fhe had been
accuftomed to. The warm pediluvium
was ufed every night, and fhe went
through a courfe of mild mercurial alter-
atives, that after continuing nearly nine
weeks, cauled the bodily {ymptoms to
vanifh, and evident figns of fanity to ap-
pear. During a period of twelve months
fhe menftruated freely and regularly
without interruption; fhe was permitted
to return to her former habitation; and
by ftrictly adhering to the medical advice
.that was given her, upon leaving my
houfe, and abiding by the rules prelcribed

for
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every third day, by the afliftance of eme-
tics and bark, the diforder was entirely
fubdued, and he was effettually cured of
his fever and infanity at the fame time,
and has ever fince remained entirely free
from both. Two {imilar inftances have
fince occurred in my prattice.

In Dr. Monro’s remarks on Dr. Bat-
tie’s Treatife on Madnels, he has men-
tioned three cafes of intermittent fe-
ver occurring to fome perfons who had
been mad for many years; two of which
he affirms to have {een himfelf, where the
cure of one proved alfo the cure of the
other. |

CASE LIk

A. M. a gentleman of fortune, habitu-
ally intemperate in his way of living, {ub-
jeét to regular fits of the gout, and to an
hereditary afthma of the humoral kind,
having had no return of arthritic affeGtion
for nearly two years, became fuddenly

P low-
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afthmatic diforder, as he became infane,
receded, as it had done before. He now
exprelled the moft violent refentment
againft his neareft relations, was mifchiev-
ous in his defigns againft himfelf, and
‘would certainly have committed {uicide
had he not been carefully prevented.

‘the moft delperate infanity, until the lat-
‘ter end of the following April, when he
'was feized with a fhivering, and ﬂiglit;
ifever, that was fucceeded by a regular fit
wof the gout, exempt from the afthmatic
tcomplaint, which was attended with the
fame intellettual clearnefs and perfpicuity
sas before, and again recurred upon the de-
eclenfion of the gouty paroxyfm, which
gain left him a prey to the ravages of
mental derangement, and afthmatic affec-
fons.

- In this ftate he was removed from my
are ; and the laft information I heard
oncerning him was that he had experi-
nced no return of the gout during a pe-
riod of twelve months, that his lungs
ere in a very weak ftate, attended with
vt walting of every part of his body, in-
P 2 dicative

Thus he continued under the influence of -
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of the nofe, a tingling .in the ears, and a -
{enfation of heat and tenfion in the right .

hypochondrium. During the attack he
~ complained of thirft, was giddy, and {ome-
times very fick at his ftomach. He had
~ _confulted an eminent phyfician in town,
who attributed the complaint partly to
the nature of the bufinefs which he was
obliged to follow, and partly to an hypo-
chondriacal affettion.

From what I could Jearn, the nature of
his prefcription was the pil. galbani
comp. caftor and opium, preceded by an
emetic. From thefe medicines he derived
no fervice, and {oon after his ideas were
difcovered to be vague, confufed, and un-
connetted, pafling m rapid {ucceffion, with-
out regularity ororder. A confirmed hy-
pochondriac melancholy afterwards occur-
red, when in a moft diftrefsful tone of voice
he would often aflure the by-ftanders
that he was made of glafs, and was
fearful of moving leaft he fhould break
to pieces. He continued in this ftate
during fome weeks, without either the
afliftance of medicine, a regimen fuitable

ta
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and intermitted every third or fourth
ftroke; his refpiration difficult; the urine
‘r.anable, fometimes turbid and milky, and'
at others was obferved to have fine threads
1n 1t rei"emblmg bits of fplders webs, and
at others depofiting a light {fediment; his
ftools were fometimes frequent, bilious,
'].ane, and feetid, at others coftive, and of
the colour of clay. There was a conti-
nual tumour and tenfion of the abdnmen,
with a rumbling of the inteftines. His
eyes were hollow, the pupils diftended and
the eye-lids puffed and livid; his breath
was unufually feetid, ﬁmng, and offenfive:
from which I was induced to . think that
worms, from their irritation of the in-
teftines, might have produced the debility
in the firlt paffages, and have been the
primary caufe of his diforder. Upon the
ftricteft inquiry I could not find that
the patient had ever been fufpefted to
have been afflifted with worms, or had
ever voided any. But fully pofleffed of
this opinion, from having feen children
{ubjetted to. {pafms and delirtum i"rtr- n
the irritation occafioned in the ftomac
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occafional dofe of calomel and jalap at
proper intervals, till his health was entire-
ly reftored, and his reafon {o far recovered
as to enable him to exercife his bufinels
- as ufual. B,

Although thefe medicines were not en-
tirely difcontinued for fome confiderable
time, I did not hear of his voiding any .
other worms; therefore had the great-
eft reafon to conclude, that the vermicular
fac was totally deftroyed by their an-
thelminthic power, efpecially {fo as he
has ever fince continued free from anjr
mental complaint whatever.

JCURES e e

IN the latter end of the year 1784, I
was fent for toa gentleman of great emi-
nence in the commercial line. He was
about forty years of age, of a fcorbutic ha-
bit of body, with predifpofition to infanity.
I was informed by the gentleman who

attended
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cines with proper laxatives, the patient re-
covered. But his conduétand behaviour
were {oon afterwards obferved to'be very
diffimilar to what they were antecedent to
his illnefs. His ideas-were' vague, wild,
and incoherent ; his imagination depraved
and perverted ; and his judgment appa-
rently under the influence of'difealed per-
ceptions. |

In this firlt ftage of infanity, a.blifter
was applied between the {houlders, antimo-
nial emetics were repeatedly adminiftered,
the warm bath was ufed, -and. many
other means -adopted to: very little, if
any, effet. - He became the vittim' of
- various oppofite paffions; was loft in
Apeculation, - and - {carcely ever appear-
ed to know or attend to any exter-
nal objet. He {lept little; and was {o
very turbulent and 'mifchievous, that" it
became neceflary for a perfon continually
to watch his aftions.

At this period of the diforder I firft
faw him. His breath was hot and offen-
five; he had almoft a continual rumbling
of his bowels; a catarrh, with frequent

{neezings,
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R Antim. Tart, gr. iv.

Sacch. Alb. 3ij. M. et f. Pulvis cujus fu-
mat grana feptim. mane & vefpere capiat Cyath. men-
fur, larg. Mift. Camphorat. acetat. intermediis fpatiis
sta vel 6ta quaq. hora et Decoéti Furfuris bibat ad
libitum.

The regimen was ordered to be cooling
and laxative, and chiefly to confift of ve-
getables. Finding him confiderably bet-
ter in every re(pett, the next vifit I paid
him I advifed the continuance of the
medicines and regimen. The feton dif-
charged exceedingly well, and was attend-
ed with good effet. By degrees he be-
came tolerably rational at the end of fix
weeks, when he was fuddenly attacked
with the gout 1n his hands, which was car-
ried off for the prefent by fuitable reme-
dies and regimen ; but his mind was in
t00 feeble a ftate to admit of his condut-
ing his affairs with his ufual order and
propriety ; and which 1t is much to be
feared he will never again be able to ac-
complith. Since its firft vifit the gout has
regularly returned every {pring and fall, at
which times his intelleéts are cleareft, and
he is tolerably rational and focial, but at

other
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yibs: anxiety, depravecf' appetite, coftive-
nefls, witha cough and ex pe&-::}rat_i{}n which
was fometimes tinged with blood; a {welled
face, with deafnefs and a fenfe of weight 1
the head and dimnels of fight, attended
with {fymptoms of infanity, which for a
time were not {o violent, but that he
knew and could diftinguith furrounding
obje€ts. At length he became entirely
infane; and I never remember to have
heard a maniac queftion and anfwer with
fuch an animated velocity. This was the
more ektraordinary, as I was well informed
by thofe who had long been acquainted
with him, that his natural intelle€tual
powers were below the {tandard of medio-
crity, and rather feeble and contratted
than otherwife; but now what Shakefpear
obferves in Hamlet, was extremely appo-
{ite to the fituation of this maniac :
¢ How pregnant his replies !
“¢ A happinefs that madnefs often hits on,

¢ The which fancy and reafon would not be
*¢ So profperoufly delivered of.”

As the pulfe fufficiently indicated the ne-
ceflity of the operation, eight ounces of
blood
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in {ix weeks he recovered his hearing and
fight; and by the ufe of tonics, {ea-air,
bathing, and proper exercife, the funtions
of his mind were reftored to their priftine
{tate, and he remained confiderably better
for feveral months; when getting cold,
and being attacked with an eryfipetalous
humour 1n his head and face, that was
too haftily repelled by a topical applica-
tion, recommended by an 1gnorant Dab-
bler in Phyfic, his maniacal {ymptoms
returned. In this-ftate he continued a
much longer time than before; and al-
though a lucid interval of confiderable
length {ucceeded, yet his rational faculties
had fuftained too much injury to render
him capable of fulfilling the ordinary du-
ties of life, of properly condutting himfelf
in focial intercourfe, or of being trufted
with the difpofal of his own perfon and
fortune,

Q CASE
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treatment he recovered, after having re-
mained in this truly melancholic fituation
for three weeks; but {foon after returning
to his former habit of reiterated intoxica-
tion, a general plenitude and groflnefs of
habit enfued, and his health apparently be-
gan to decline. A train of hypochondria-
cal affe€tions fucceeded ; his nights were
reftlefs, his {leep perturbed. He complain-
ed of habitual languor and dejetion of
{pirits ; his melancholic ftate of mind was
always obvious when not exhilarated with
liquor; and more than once, in a ftate of
defpondency, he had endeavoured to com-
mit {uicide, which he certainly would have
accomplifhed, had he not been fortunately
prevented. In his fits he was violent, out-
rageous, infolent, and .abufive ; and in this
{tate, without obtaining any {leep, or even
being undrefled, he continued fixteen days
and nights. At the defire of his relations,
and by my advice, he was put under fuch
reftrictions as were abfolutely neceffary as
~ the preliminary to a regimen the very re-
verfe of that to which he had too long been
accuftomed. The tone of his whole frame

Q 2 was






ANNALS OF INSANITY. 229

fo entirely fapped of its natural vigour as
to produce the molt certain and mevitable
defllrution. Innumerable are the evils
that are in the train of this vice.

It was about four years ago that I was
applied to concerning a gentleman about
five-and-forty years of age, naturally of an
acute and painful fenfation,and of a corpu-
lent make, but relaxed fibres; who for two
years paft had habitually additted himf{elf
to drinking fpirituous liquors to excefs;
the confequences of which were indolence,
debility, languor, palpitatiﬂn at the heart,
uneafly refpiration, vertigo, and apepfia.
He became unfteady and untoward in his
conduct, hoftile to advice, weak in judg-
ment, defettive iIn memory, and fhewed
evident figns of a difordered imagination.
Want of appetite, naufea, and great weak-
nefls of the ftomach enfued, with tremors,
fear, apprehenfion, and diftrefsful feelings. |
He complained of heat and pain in the
right hypochondrium, lofs of memory, a
finging noife 1n his ears, and had an
epileptic fit; on recovering from which
a total want of {leep fupervened, and the

derange-.
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bending himfelf double, rigidly contraét-
ing the mufcles of his face, and biting his
under lip till it bled. I preflcribed bleed-
ing, and endeavoured to procure a free
paflage for the excrements by repeated
doles of kali tartar.; and that failing, re-
courfe was had to a ftimulating clyfter,
which anfwered the intended purpofe for
the prefent, after which, by mild aperient
medicines and a {uitable diet, the bowels
were kept in a proper ftate of laxity ; but
a dangerous diarrhcea coming on, in which
his {tools were frequent, thin, and fharp,
moft urgent in the night, notwithltanding
the maniacal {fymptoms, I ventured upon
the ufe of opiates, with rad. rhei and re-
quifite aftringents; after having cleanfed
the ftomach with a few grains of ipecacu-
anha, by which means, after a few days,
it was entirely removed. But the {ame
derangement of mind continued as at firft,
and influenced him alternately with vehe-
ment paflions, loud mirth, or deep dejec-
tion, grief, and fettled melancholy. ' His
urine fometimes paffed mvoluntarily, but
his flools never; he had frequent fpafmo-

dic
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caule of his difordered mind, he became
unremittingly abftemious, and diligent in
the firit obfervance of temperance in
diet, and the proper regulation ‘of his
paflions, the natural confequence of which
was uninterrupted health and undifeafed
1dea.

CASE" LVIIE

THE fubftance of this cafe was circum-
ftantially related to me by letter, dated
Minories, London, June 21ft, 1785, in
which it appears that the caufe and ef-
fect of this patient’s infanity proceeded
from the fuppreflion of an old ulcer in
the leg, with which fhe had been afflited
upwards of fix . years, - Through the
bilious quality of her blood, fhe was natu-
rally of a phlegmatic, cold habit, and had
long been under the care of a judicious
furgeon, who enjoined a proper regimen,
and treated her according to the indica-
tion of her cafe. Notwithftanding the
ulcer remained ftubborn and troublefome,

and
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hich having become habitual, relieve
the confhitution, and enfure that fhare
.?f health which is only the effeét of
mature’s efforts to free herfelf from
at which is obnoxious to the coniti-
Hitution; and where no other drain has
Ibeen fubftituted in the room of that which
thas been fupprefled, the effeéts of reple-
ition will foon become confpicuous in a
variety of morbid appearances. It was
wonly in this diforder fhe laboured with
extreme anxiety, fear, and diftrefs of mind;
italked incoherently, raved, was fur-
wous, and had little or no fleep. She was
coftive, the abdomen was tenfe, ‘and her
‘breath extremely offenfive. She had fre-
quently fpalmodic contractions of the
_joints, and appeared much more deaf than
before {he was attacked with thefe mani-
acal fymptoms. She had an eruption of
the eryfipetalous kind in her face, the
pupils of her eyes were much enIafged,
and her eye-lids {welled and inflamed.
She was fubjeft to acid eruations, and
often expettorated a thick purulent mat-

ter, Her eyes were i conftant motion ;

{he




-

236  ANNALS OF INSANITY.

fhe had often a loud palpitation of the
heart ; was conftantly changing her pofi-
tion; the pulle was quick, ftrong, and
hard, with confiderable preternatural heat.
Her refpiration was difficult, her fkin
harfh, {qualid, and dry. Her diet had
been exceedingly improper for a perfon
i her fituation ; therefore an alteration
of 1t was 1mmediately recommended, to '
attenuate the nature of the fluids, and fhe
loft twelve ounces of blood from the arm.
A feton was paffed between the fhoulders
in the direétion of the {pine, and an iffue
was opened below the knee in the leg that
had been ulcerated ; an emetic was admi-
niftered on the third day after I faw her,
which brought away a great quantity of
bile and phlegm ; on the fucceeding day
fix drachms of foluble tartar were admini-
flered, which was occafionally repeated,
and by way of alterative the following
pill:
R. Mercur. calcinat. Dfs,
Ocul. Cauci. ppt.
Conferv. Rofar. aa. Bj. M. f. Pil. xx.

Quorum {umat ij omni Nocte H. S. fuperbibend. Cya-
thum Mift Camph. acctata et aqua purz p. ®. mift.

In
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In this courfe fhe had continued with
very little alteration for nearly five weeks,
when the catamenia appeared, although
not in great ‘quantity, the maniacal fymp-~
toms abated, in lefs than three weeks after
. which the difcharge returned again to its
former extent, and continued its regularity
for fome months. She became {o well
as to be trufted by herfelf, could read,
write, and converfe as rationally as ever;
and by the occafional afliftance of a little
‘medicine, has continued perfeétly well
ever {ince. The [eton has been dried up
fome time, but the iflue in her leg conti-
nues open, and difcharges very well.

GiA S Eo-ALIX:

COMMUNICATED in a letterlfrum'
a lady.

=817
“ THE following cale is of a perfon
whofe whole fupport is on her own in-
duftry ; and I fhould be much obliged to
you
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defpondency, accompanied either with un-
remitting fervours of zeal and devotion,
or incredible expettations of divine mani-
feltations, much emetion and ardour on
the groundlefs fear and apprehenfion that
{he had incurred the refentment of the
Deity, and fhall hereafter undergo the
punifhment of the moft hardened and atro-
cious finner, although there has been no
part of her life open to blame, or m' the
leaft governed by irregular gratifica-
tion, but on the contrary, pure and im-
maculate in thought, word, and deed.
From thele diftrefling ideas nothing can
rouze or divert her mind, although fhe
converfes rationally, but reluétantly, on
any other fubjett. Her appetite is 300&,
her pulfe m general too quick, without
fulnefs. The tongue in moft part moiﬁ;
the body inclined to coftivenefs ; the urine
ratural, both in colour and quantity, but
feldom depofiting any fediment ; fhe has
fometimes perfpired pretty freely in the
night, but generally found herfelf more
relaxed the enfuing day. No medicines
have been given her for five or fix weeks, .

except
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it were beft to perfuade her that the effeéis
of her mind entirely originate from bodily
complaint. It is pretty generally obferv-
ed, that perfons who labour under fanati-
cal infanity, ufually die of a flow fever.
Perhaps fhe is not altogether inclined to
company, although fhe may be to bufinefs
or amufement. The mind, if pofiible,
fhould be diverted, and keptin a calm
unruffled ftate; and all converfation on
her favourite topic be carefully avoided.
Elettricity might be ufeful to her : there
can be no hurt in trying it. Friétion of
the legs, arms, and trunk of the body, and
even of the belly, with a flefh-brufh, 1s ad=
vifeable, as thereby perfpiration might be
encouraged, and the circulation quickened.
She fhould rife early, and ufe as much ex-
ercife as the firength and formation of her
body will admit. I would advife fix
grains of camphor and four of nitre, with
three grains of the powder of {quills, made
into a bolus, with conferve of rofemary, to
be taken every morning, noon, and night;
and with a view to relieve her typho-

R mania,
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hear that my direttions had been put into
practice, and that the patient had found
confiderable relief. | |

G e i o ) £, |
.A G. the mafter of a coafting veflel,

about thirty-nine years of age, of a warm
paflionate difpofition, an atrabilious con-
ftitution, which had {uffered from the too
liberal ufe of fpirituous liquors; and of a
frame of mind eafily fufceptible of terror;
being at {ea afew leagues from fhore, was
{fuddenly terrified by a luminous appear-
ance in the air, refembling, as he believed,
a woman of gigantic ftature, arrayed in
white and {plendid garments, of a threat.
ening afpeét, and moft tremendous coun
tenance: this made {o deep an impreflion
on his mind, as almoft inftantly to bereave
him of his fenfes; and it was with great dif-
ficulty that he was fecured and brought on
fhore, without committing fome aét of felf-
violence, which in hus fits of def; peration he
R 2 {feemed
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the features of which Lavater himfelf
might have delineated, with all the com.
bined traits of fear, horror, and de-
fpair. At intervals he appeared more
calm and eafy, and would anfwer, al-
though indiftin€tly and confufedly, fuch
queftions as were propofed to him ; but
the mind could not relieve itfelf of the
violent preffure whichit had fuftained, and
he often relapfed into {uch fits of rage and
defperation, as were really terrible; and
poflefled fuch an invincible propenfity to
fuicide, that 1t was with difliculty he was
prevented from beating out his brains
againft the wall, or upon the floor; and
notwithftanding his hands and legs were
well fecured, and he was confined in a
cell; in one of thofe frantic paroxy{ms
he a&tually beat his head againft the bed-
ftead {o violently, that it remained a doubt
with us for fome time whether he had
not frattured his {kull, or occafioned a
concuflion of the brain; and it was a long
time before he recovered from the effefs
of this violence, which bringing on an ab-
{cels, that extended from the vertex to

the






ANNALS OF INSANITY, 247

to, imagining the complant to proceed
entirely from hard drinking, fent him an
emetic, with fome ftomachic medicines,
which were for fome time thought of fer-
vice to him; but towards the end of the
month he was taken worfe, with fymptoms
of hypochondriafis, great reftleflnefs, pain
in his head, anxiety, impaired tafte, indi-
geftion, and {light maniacal delirum. A
phyfician was now confulted, who pre-
{cribed bleeding. The blood was rather
‘fizy ; he then prelcribed an aperient me-
dicine, with a continuation of the cam-
phorated nervous medicines he had be-
fore taken; notwithftanding the patient
got worfe, had a peculiar afpett, with
a wild defponding look, and frantic
manner; but when {poke to, anfwer-
ed every queftion rationally. The ma-
niacal {fymptoms were now obferved to
~ be moft violent during the night, and
particularly after {leep (whenever he got
any). Dreadful apprehenfions and great
agonies at thofe times afflited him. Two
or three men that ufually fat up with him,
were with difficulty able to keep him in
the room; he had made feveral attempts

at
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at fuicide, and {o violently beat and bruifed
one of his attendants, that his life was for
fome time delpaired of.

On the 19th of Auguft he had broke °
from his confinement, and thrown him-
{elf into a deep pond of water, with
intent to drown himfelf, which he would
certainly have effeCted had he not been
timely obferved and dragged out by the
hair of his head. Almoft immediately
after this circumftance he was brought to
my houfe in a f{trait-waiftcoat, that he
{foon after found means to get off, and
with the ftrings and arms of which he
hung himfelf up by the neck; but being
again timely difcovered, was cut down,
and thus preferved a fecond time from
- immediate felf-deftrution, but was not
reftored to life tll after many f{evere
fymptoms of fuffocation; and there re-
mained a deep indenture in his neck for
fome weeks afterwards, occafioned by his
fufpenfion. Soon after this the patient, who
was an uncommonly mufcular {quare-fet
~ man, and poffeffed of incredible firength,
which was increafed by his diforder, be.

| came
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came more furious and ungovernable than
before, and it was with the greateft difh-
culty that he was fecured by fix ftout
men ; and although made as fecure as the
nature of the cafe would admit, he found
means to beat his elbows againt the fide
of the cell with fuch determined wvio-
lence as to occafion the blood to fiream
through his clothes, protefting the moft
dreadful menaces againft himfelf, that
having attempted his life by hanging and
drowning, he would now cut his throat
from ear to ear, if he could burft through
his reftrictions, and was in every refpect
{fo violent and turbulent, with {fo much
dangerous malevolence for the promi-
nent feature of his cafe, that I determin-
ed to perfuade his friends to obtain an
order for his admiffion into a public. cha-
rity. : :
It 1s to be oblerved, that on the third
day after his being fent to me, an eruption
of the eryfipetalous kind appeared on his
left arm, with vefications and tumours
of the whole limb, which was fo much
increafed by his extraordinary violence,
a5
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as the immediate caufe of mental derange-
ment ; pointing at the fame time the cure
to {uppuration from critical abfcefs, or its
artificial fubftitute of {eton or iflue.

EASE X

TI-—I E records of medicine cannot afford
an inftance fimilar to the prefent, nor do
we find in the different authors who have
profefledly writtén on maniacal diforders,
one cafe wherein at {o early a period as
eleven years, the complaint has appeared
with marks fo clear and intelligible. And
in this inflance it is as fingular, that there
feems to have been no predifpofing caufe
to infanity; no tranflation of difeafed mat-
ter to the membranes of the brain, or any
external caufe that could mechanically
operate to produce delirium ; no diffufion
of bile, fudden diftention of cutanecus
eruptions, abforption of matter from ab-
fceffes, wounds, or ulcers; noe fcrophu-
lous or cancerous ftate of the juices; no

worms,
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worms, no deleterious medicine, nor mer-
curial preparations; no mental caufe; nor
could any hereditary claim be adduced of
the patient’s family, either on the father
or mother’s fide, having ever been re-
membered to have been fubjet to mania-
cal affettions. In faét, there was no clue
to direét either to a remote or proximate
caufe of deranged intelle&. This child
was not confidered to poflefs any extra-
ordinary fhare of genius or ability, or re-
marked by atlivity of imagination; nor
was he fo {prightly as boys of his age ge-
nerally are; but was rather of a thoughtful

~ and melancholic difpofition, and very little

inclined to puerile amufements ; but on the
whole was tolerably docile and traétable;
had always been healthy, never thewn a
wanton propenfity to hard and indi-
geftible aliment, nor had in any refpett
been compelled to fuch intenfe or ftudious
application, that could in the leaft affett
his mind.

It was his cuftom to go with other
children to a fchool at fome diftance
from home, and return in the evening.

January
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January 2gth he came from {chool un-
ufually dull and dejetted, but little no-
tice was taken of it then; but on his re-
turn on the following evening, this altera-
tion having vifibly increafed, the caule
was inquired into, but he could affign no
reafon. And upon the ftriéteflt examination
it could not be difcovered that he had been
{fuddenly frightened, his temper ruffled by
any incident, or that he had undergone the
lealt degree of fcholaftic difcipline or re-
proof. ‘'When fpoken to, his anfwers were
vague and inappofite ; he feemed agitated
at the fight of firangers; turned pale and
trembled ; had an angry, acute, faring,
look, with dilated pupils, and dreadful ap-
prehenfions that hurried him to examine
every part of the room, as 1f he expetted
to find fome perfon concealed who in-
tended to do him a mifchief. He fome-
times appeared timid and diftrefled, figh-
ed, fhed tears, and had not a quarter of an’
hour’s fleep throughout the night. On
the 91ft, being coftive, fome manna was
diflolved and given, that operated pretty

well,
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pervigilium as before. He frequently
fighed as if labouring under great af-
flition, was inceflantly talkative, and
rambled from one f{ubjeft to another
without the leaft coherence.

February 2nd, the family apothecary
was called in, who found him precifely
in the {fame ftate, with alienation of mind,
without fever, the fkin harfh and dry,
{fometimes very wakeful and loguacious, at
others {tupid, abfent, and mufing, with the
pulfe rather below the ufual ftandard at
his age. Sinapifms were ufed to his feet,
and a blifter applied to his back. The
night was pafled in a more unealy and
reftlels manner than before, and in the
morning, at the particular requeft of the
- apothecary, another prattitioner was call- |
ed in, who advifed an emollient warm
fomentation to the belly, thighs, and legs,
and [mall dofes of the pulv. antimoni.
Feb. gd. His {leep during the night had
been lefs difturbed, but was frequent-
ly mingled with fighs and ftartings.
Feb. 4th. All the former figns of men-

tal
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valerian were adminiftered, but he ftill
continued in the fame aggravated pera
turbation of mind, without any fever,
17th. Another emetic was given, that
operated  tolerably well; but on the
1gth, becoming much worfe 1in every
refpeét, blifters were applied to his legs
by way of revulfion. He had a yery bad
night, and was with difficulty kept in bed,
being more irafcible and furious than
at any former period of his illnefs. 20th.
He all day appeared to labour under
the moft poignant {enfations of diftrefled
imagination, and pafled a very bad night.
21ft. The fame fymptoms.continued till
towards the morning, when a {ullen filence
and referve, accompanied with {fome inter-
- vals of dofing, {upervened. After fome
hours relaxation he appeared more com-
poled than he had been for .fome time
before, but this was of fhort duration, for
on the 22d he became much worfe, had
fhiverings, with difficulty of brea-thing,
was furious, and became quite raying, {o
that two very {tout and powerful perfons
could not hold him down in his bed without

A great
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great exertion, In this ftate he continued
till the 27th, when immediately after the
operation of a laxative medicine, he {ud-
denly became more calm and ealy, and
paiffed more water than he had done for
feveral days before, flept withlefs Interrup-
tion, feemed much more rational, and part-
ly recovered his ufual fpirits. 28th. He
reverted into his former ftate of horror
and dejettion, and appeared {carcely to

know or attend to any external objetts.
March 1ft, he was apparently much
lefs diftrefled and agitated, and the 3d
afforded tranfitory hope that he was get-
ting better, which in fome meafure al-
leviated the painful feelings of maternal
affeétion, which had fo long been experi-
enced from an acute fenfe of his fuffer-
ings ; but this ceffation of parental folici-
tude was only protratted to the 7th, when
he appeared again much deranged in his
mind, and complained of a pain and
weight in the head, which was now direét-
ed to be fhaved and bathed with diftilled
vinegar; a blifter to the occiput was pro-
pofed, as indifpenfably neceffary, but the
. idea
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idea of its application was fo unpleafant
to his friends as to preclude 1ts ufe. An
emetic much ftronger than any he had be-
fore taken, was adminiftered, with no
other effet than a {mall degree of damp-
nefs upon the fkin. Hitherto every me-
dical effort had failed, and the poor little
fufferer obtained no permanent relief.
gth. Still a viftim to mercilefs malady,
he was again feized with the moft difmal
apprehenfions and fears; the faculties of
his mind were weak and feeble; tacitur-
nity and meditation {ucceeded to horror
and depreffion ; fears and lamentations
followed ; and as his ruminating paroxyfm
was longer or fhorter, the nights were paffed
with watchfulnefs, and the days in melan-
choly defpondency, with lucid intervals
of momentary duration, till the 13th,
when the folitary ftate of his mind fud-
denly changed into diftraction, audacity,
and violence. The delirium appeared to
have taken a turn diretly oppofite to its
former genus; fo that from a ftate of fi-
lent defpondency he now became the

raving maniac, and the fituation of him-
s a {elf
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fanguineous apoplexy, much mifchief
has been done from their intenfely ar-
dent and powerfully ftimulating influ-
ence. I could recite many inftances
where blifters applied to the head in
furious madnefls, (in a full habit ~and
fanguine temperament) by increafing
the {pafmodic flncture, and adding to
the excitement of the brain, have proved
fatal. 15th. The patient was fo very
turbulent and reftlefs, that having no
firait-waiftcoat, and applying no ligatures
to his arms and legs, it was with difficulty
he was prevented from getting out of
bed : in which frantic ftate he continued
" till the 17th, on which and the fucceed-
ing day other emetics were prefcribed,
but with no greater efficacy than before.
21ft. The violence of the diforder abated,
and on that and the enfuing day he wag
not fo loud and raving as before, but
often muttered to himfelf, and appeared
ftupid, abfent, and mufing. 23d. He
continued much the f{ame, but rather
more languid and melancholy, {carcely

ever fpoke articulately, and remained n
that
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« for him: and that he could not learn
 his book fo well as other boys did.”
To which, in-a foothing and confoling
manner, I replied, that there was great
probability of doing him good, and get-
ting him quite well, provided my direc-
tions were punttually obferved. I ap-
peared by this affurance to have gained
his good opinion, for he fmiled, and
- {eemed plealed ; and to do my little friend
juftice, when he was himlelf, he never
failed to fecond my endeavours. Per-
ceiving that he often made efforts to leap
out of bed, and that the endeavours of
the attendants to reftrain him only in-
creafed his irritation, I recommended a
ftrait-waiftcoat, which I had brought with
me for that purpofe, and which was occa-
fionally ufed until the completion of the
cure.

From the commencement of the com-
plaint, his appetite had been much de-
praved. On examination I found fome de-
gree of tenfion and tumour about the epi-
gaftric region, but not accompanied with
any pain, tendernefs, or inflammation,

His
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His breéath had fometimes been feetid, but
not m the extreme, and was now rather
offerifive. His urine had been high-co-
loured, and was now pale and limpid ;
but had never been perceived to depofit
any fediment, and had been made in
fmaller quantities than ufual. Deglu-
tition had been obferved to be more diffi-
¢ult during the paroxyfm of dejettion,
than when in his more delirious fate ; at
which times he had always a {light de-
gree of deafnefs, moifture of the eyes,
dimnefs of fight, and an involuntary dif-
¢harge of tears, He now talked more in-
confiftently than when I firft faw him, and
¢omplained of ghofts and frightful dreams.
When in his moft lucid intervals he ap-
peared ready to fall afleep, had frequent
eruftations, and his feet were alternately
hot, dry, and cold. His eyes {ufficiently
indicated the fate of his mind. The
pupils were unufually diftended, and the
hids tumid and red, with a fordid rheum
adhering to their edges. His face was
rather florid, but neither bloated nor
fwelled ; he exprefled fome childifh fan-

cies,
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cies, appeared forgetful, and upon being
alked where he felt moft pain, (after two
or three times waving his hand, as if in
doubt) pointed to his forehead. An equal
degree of heat pervaded his whole body,
without any apparent augmentation of 1t
“in the head and temples. He was natu-
rally difpofed to be coftive; and the
ftools which he had had in the courfe of
his diforder, when not produced by medi-
cine, were generally hard and high-co-
~ loured, and occurred at the mtervals of
two or three days. He had not the leaft
degree of fever, and the funtions of his
mind were apparently in a deranged ftate.
He frequently changed his pofition in bed,
with an extraordinary degree of firength
and agility ; and was {o little debilitated,
as to retan a greater fhare of mufcular
firength than 1s natural to boys in their
full health at his age.

I obferved that he appeared to be
pleafed at every opportunity he gave his
attendants to watch and guard him. His
refpiration was entirely free, and he had
not any f{icknefs at his ftomach. His

{leep
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covered with a very thin cake of gluten,
that adhered to the bafon, was bilious, and
the ferum of a yellowifh complexion.
Soon after this operation, he difcourfed
more rationai]ly, and feemed lefs drowly; °
but in lefs than an hour relapled into his
former ftate. I direfted a feton to be
made the next morning between the {ca-
pulz, in the direttion of the {pine, and
that his feet fhould be immerfed in a warm |
pediluvium of falt and water; and to m-

creafe perfpiration, that he fhould often
recline his head and face over an earthen
vellel, and inhale the fteams of hot vine-
gar, poured upon powdered camphor and
the leaves of rofemary; that he fhould
occafionally be reftrained by the waifl-
coat, and talked to as little as poflible.
Confidering the proximate caufe to occur
from a turgefcency in the cerebral veflels,
I recommended a diet the moft cooling,
{pare, and flender, with almoft a total ab-
{ftinence from liquid food ; that drinks of
all forts fhould be fparingly adminiftered,
and 1 its ftead roafted apples, dried cher-
ries, tamarinds, and currant jelly fhould

be
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be prefcribed. All objetts that attralt

attention, or excite emotion, were order-
ed to be removed from his fight, with a
view to keep his mind calm and tranquil ;
{o that all mental irritation being avoided,
the aptitude of frantic paroxylms might
be diminithed. He was ordered to abftain
from all vifcid, flatulent, and grofs food,
and to have at all convenient opportuni-
ties more air and exercife. As emetics
had been fo repeatedly tried without effeét,
and might be hazardous, from forcing too
great a quantity of blood to the head, I
objefted to their repetition, and prefcribed
a faline purgative mixture, with the foda
phofphorata in an infufion with tincture of
fenna, to be given till fufficient evacua-
tions by ftool fhould be procured, and
occafionally continued. Having in many
inftances experienced the fedative good
effefls of camphor in maniacal diorders, I
adminiftered the following prelcription:
R Camphora 3ijfs.

Sp. Vin. R. ziij. -

G. Arab. Sacch. Alb, aa 3ij. milce fimul
denique adde gradatim Aq, Pluvialis fervent. Zviij.

cujus {fumat, Coch. larg. menf. ij. vel 11j. ad libitum.
for

e G
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for the form of which I was indebted to
my worthy friend Dr. R.{)WIE}’, who 1n his
Treatife on Female and Nervous Difeafes,
judicioufly recommends it as a much bet-
ter preparation than the julep. e cam-
phor ; becaule in this the quantity of
the camphor may be better afcertained,
and in the latter it is fo much evaporated
by the ufe of boiling water, as to render
the preparation of doubtful utility, or per-

haps in great meafure ineflicacious.
28th. The patient pafled a tolerably
ealy night, and had derived the expetted
relief from the ufe of the purgative medi-
' cine. 29th. He was rather fick at the fto-
mach: that being attributed to the cam-
phor, it 'was not given fo often, and in
lels quantities. goth. The report - was
fhll more favourable; he was rational,
and talked with more recolleétion and
‘propriety, but was fubjeft to remitting
pains in his head. g1{t. He was reduced
to as low a {tate, as at the commencement
of his complaint. | :
April 1. He was tolerably rational, but
complained of his head, with depreffion
' of
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of fpirits; cried very much, and often
exclaimed that “nobody loved him,” and
“he fhould not be happy in another
¢ world.” od. He pafled a very indif-
ferent night, was attacked with fhiverings
and yawnings, cried, and evidently labour-
ed under his ufual weight of diftres and
anxiety. The feton began to dilcharge
copioufly in the afternoon, his head was
eafier, and he appeared much better. gd.
Had a tolerably .good night, was more
rational and compofed than on the pre-
ceding day, and being now confidered in
a convalefcent flate, there appeared a
probable chance of fuccels by perfevering
in the mode of cure. 4th. After a toler-
able night, was very low and deprefled ;
his feet being damp and cold, the warm
pediluyium was repeated : having had
fecal evacuations on the two or three
preceding days, and the urine having had
its proper courle, there was no occafion
for aperient medicines. sth. The func-
tions regular; the difcharge from the {eton
was leflened, but from the iflue propor-

tionably increafed. Slight wanderings
occurred
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occurred during the night, but he became
more rational in the day-time. This re-
gimen was punétually obferved, and the
patient was carried into the open air an
hour at a time. 6th. He complained of
his belly, was obferved to pick and rub
his nofe, with fome degree of lownefs, lofs
of voice, palenels of countenance, com-
plained of naufea at his {tomach, and his
breath was unufually feetid. In the night
he was very watchful and incoherent in
- his expreflions, had troublefome dreams,
catching of his lips and eye-lids, with evi-
dent {ymptoms of indigeftion.  7th. Con-
tinued much the fame all day, and in
the night was reftlels and uneafy. The
fetor of his' breath remaining, rumbling
and pricking fenfations of the abdomen,
and frequent inclination to ftool, fuggef}-
ed the idea of his being afflifted with
worms ; but as the excrements had never
appeared white and {limy, and none had
been voided by {tool, their exiftence was
a matter of doubt and uncertainty ; how-
ever, I determined to try the mercur. fac-
charatus of the Edinburgh difpenfatory,

both
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water, and that this had invariably been
the cafe fince the commencement- of his
diforder. . It was therefore a {ymptom that
required more particular attention; and
for the promotion of which, fp. mitr. d.
in parfley-root tea, with the warm pedis
luvium, greatly contributed. 12th. He
appeared in every relpett much better,
his mind was quiet and colletted, he was
taken into the air, and paffed the day in a
much more rational manner than at any
former period of the complaint, but in
- the evening became very low, fighed,
and was incongruous in his {peech and
behaviour, but not turbulent; {lept little
that night, and the next morning* ap-
peared drowly and low f{pirited, which
was in great meafure attributed to his
having taken cold in his airing the day
before. 1gth. After having had a toler-
ably good night, he got up and drefled
himlelf, walked about the room, and was
very rational. The {eton, which had
been very fore and painful, difcharged
moré copioufly, and became eafier. Hav-
~ ing had no ftool for two days, the purga-
T tive
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tive medicine was given, and repeated at
proper diftances ; but not having had its
ufual efleét, in the evening an emollient
clyfter was adminiftered, that produced
ftools of a feetid nature. This night his
perfpiration was more general, and of
longer continuance than at any former
period of his illnefs ; but he was watchful
and reftlefs. 14th. He was very fenfible,
- and at his own requeft was again taken into
the air, where he remained {fome hours, and
continued tolerably rational all day, but
in the evening was deprefled and low, with
{light wanderings, and complained of pain
and weight in his head. The warm pe-
diluvium was made ufe of for half an hour
before, and at bed-time the camphorated
mixture was given, but his {leep was difturb-
ed with terrifying dreams ; he had no {tool,
and in the morning awoke very forrow-
ful and dejeéted, and continued fo through-
out the greateft part of the day. 15th. Con-
tinued much the fame; in the forenoon
the camphorated mixture was adminifter-
ed, and in the afternoon the purgative
medicine, that produced no effett ; he had
little
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little or no appetite, appeared to be out
of temper, and at intervals talked wild
and inconfiftently. In the evening an
emollient clyfter was given, without effett.
The night was paffed with watchfulnefs,
and his {leep was interrupted with fright-
ful dreams. 16th. Appeared much clearer
1n his intellets, but complained of pain
in his head, with tenfion of the abdomen,
and difficult refpiration. The ol. ricini
was preflcribed inftead of the former pur-
gative ; the fecond dofe of which procured
 aftool foon after it was taken, but he had
not palfed any water for the lalt twenty-
four hours. The {p. nitr. d. was there-
fore again adminiftered in parfley-root
tea, and repeated until the defired pur-
pole was accomplifthed.; he ‘continued
_ calm all the day, though not very ration-
al, and had a better night than before.
- 17th. Was very low, converfed but little,
and was at times incoherent in his aftions |
and behaviour; continued {o all day, and |
had a very indifferent night. 18th. Had
a free paflage, and had no occafion for

T2 either
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than before his diforder occurred ; he
wifhed to ride on horfeback, but which at
prefent was thought improper.

As the fingularity of his cale had ex-
cited fome degree of curiofity, many per-
fons had a defire to fee him; of whom
none were admitted but thole who had
previoufly been his familiar acquaintance.
And when he faw any ftranger, it was re-
marked, that it did not hurry or agitate
him fo much as might have been expetted
from the weak ftate of his mind. He
continued under the fame regulation of
diet and medicine, in a quiet and rational
ftate, till the 10th of May, when after an
indifferent night he was early in the morn-
ing attacked with his former dejeétion,
and his mind became alternately agitated
with fear, forrow, fufpicion, and {olitude,
and he continued fo during that day.
Having had no regular ftool for two days,
the ol. ricini was repeated, and the firft
dofe produced no effeét, but the fecond
was attended with better fuccefs. From
this, and fome fleep that he procured in

the former part of the night, he received
but
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but little benefit. The pediluvium and
camphorated mixture were continued re-
gularly. 12th. He became more tran-
quil, but complained of pain in the lower
part of his bowels, that was removed by a
ftimulating clyfter, after two dofes of the
oll had been given in vain. 1gth. He
was affli¢ted with a violent pain in the fore
part of his head, and his eyes being
flightly inflamed, with the lids {welled
and very red, by my direttion a furgeon
was fent for to bleed him, who objetted
to the operation, from the low ftate of his
pulfe; but at the requeft of his mother,
and from refpett to my advice, the opi-
nion was over-ruled, and he took away
eight ounces of blood. - He bled very
freely, and did not experience any lofs
until his arm was binding up, when he
turned pale, his lips became white, and he
perfpired all over, but recovered without
fainting. The pulle, after bleeding, as in
the former cale, was obferved to rife, be-
come f{tronger, and more accelerated.
Upon inquiry I found the blood of a =
{light buffy appearance; which being di-
vided
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~ vided and put into fcales, the craflamen-
tum weighed three ounces and three
quarters, and the ferum nearly five ounces;
which experiment was made at the re-
queft and for the fatisfattion of his mo-
ther. The feton had difcharged but lit-
tle, and the iffue confiderably; an alter-
native that had been before obflerved.
After bleeding, he pafled a good night,
and was tolerably well all the next day.
15th. Was rather dull and penfive,
and was not fo rational and confiftent in
his converfation. Having had no f{tool,
the oil was repeated without effeét; a third
dofe, however, an{wered the purpofe.
16th. Was more clear and confift-
ent. 17th. Very dull and unwilling to
{peak, or be {poken to, and feemed to
attend very little to external objetts.
Having made no water the former day
and night, it was obtained as ufual by the
nitre drops and tea. 18th. Having had
a very good night, and a natural {tool in
the morning, he appeared much better in
every relpet, and was throughout the

whole day more rational, flill, and traét-
able,
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fort and fatisfaétion of his friends and
relatives. = The feton was healed up -
a few days after the laft bleeding, but
the iffue was continued open. It is
truly fingular, that fince his. recovery
his temper and difpofition have regene-
rated, without the leaft veltige of that.
referve and dulnefs which had always

before been the prominent traits of his
charatter %,

CASE

# Sorry, Loco citat, 2 part, cap. 3. p. 284. mentions
that he himfelf knew a cafe of a child having been ab-
folutely born mad. A woman of about forty years of
age, of a full and plethoric habit of body, who con-
ftantly laughed and did the ftrangeft things, but who
independently of thefe circumftances enjoyed the very
belt health, fell about twelve or fourteen years ago,
after a [evere and tedious labour, in which fhe was
delivered of a d:iughu:r, into a very great weaknefs of
underftanding. This gradually increafed, and during
the laft war fhe one day entered the foreft with her
daughter, and deftroyed her in a fhocking manner.
A fhort time before her hufband’s death, fhe became
pregnant, and on the 2oth of January 1763, was brought
to bed without any afliftance, of a male child who was
raving mad. When he was brought to our workhoufe,
which was on the 24th, he poffefled fo much ﬂrcngr.h
in his legs and arms, that four women could at times
with difficulty reftrain him, Thefe periods either

ended
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dry; he was feized with the moft ridicu-
lous fears and apprehenfions, and now
and then complained of a pain, which he
faid refembled what he thought he fhould
have felt if a nail had been driven into his
head ; uneafinefs in the right hypochon-
drium, that upon examination was found
rather hard and {welled.
He had taken feveral vomits, and had
a blifter to his head, without deriving the '
leaft advantage from either. He had
never been in the leaft reftrained from
fluids, but on the contrary was fuffered to
indulge in the free ufe of them; butin
particular of thofe to which he was moft
partial. His pulle in general was about
eighty, rather weak and {mall to the touch,
but rofe higher after bleeding. Cathartics
were occafionally adminiftered: a feton
was pafled between his fhoulders in the
direttion of the {pine, and ten grainﬁ of
camphor, m the form of a bolus, were
given four times a day. Abftinence from
fluids was obferved with the ftriéteft care
and circum{pection ; their quantity being
gradually diminifhed, and almoft totally
left
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were prefcribed. On the ninth day fuc-
ceeding the attack, loofe {tools and turbid
urine confirmed the crifis of the diforder,
The cortex took place as a tonic, and fhe
was thought to be in a promifing ftate of
convalelcence, but anxiety and folicitude
of mind very unufual to her before this
illnefs, fupervening, confirmed her friends
that the poffefled the morbid inheritance
of her mother. Her appetite was de-
praved, her pulfe quick and hard, her
breath uncommonly hot and offenfive, {he
talked wild, with almoft inceflant vocife-
ration ; obtained little {leep, and lefs per- -
fpiration; frequently defcribed images that
had no exiftence but in her own idea:
often fhuddered with cold, and afterwards

became hot and thirfty. |
After continuing in this flate f{everal
days, fhe was committed to my care. I
found fhe had been fuffered to drink co-
pioufly of diluting liquors; the eye-lids
were red, puffed, and tumid ; the tunica
albuginea was inflamed, and the pupils
were much diftended ; there was a florie
dity in her face that approached to, the
gutta



286 ANNALS OF INSANITY,

gutta rofacea; the tongue was much difs
coloured, and {he had a difficulty in refpi-
ration. At intervals fhe became filent,
referved, and melancholy, and at other
times was fo obftreperous and violent, as
to oblige thofe who had the care of her to
have recourfe to coercive meafures; the
pulfe was hard, and chord-like, and at an
hundred and twenty in a minute. Vence-
Jeblio ad deliguium was advifed ; the blood
was in a very inflamed ftate : neutral falts
were occafionally adminiftered, and the
warm pediluvium was ufed every night
before fhe went to bed; the camphorated
mixture with nitre was given at ftated in-
tervals, and abftinence from fluids as much
as poflible cnjr.}i'ntd for nearly two months,
in which time, venefeftion being thrice
repeated, the mental perturbation that was
evidently dependent on the fever, and a
type thereof, together with the primary
caufe, had 2 favourable termination. She
continued with me a confiderable time
after the cure, and had no relapfe, and
has ever fince continued well in her intel.

leéis.
The
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The advantage refulting from  abfii-
nence from fluids, in too great a turgency
of the cerebral veflels, 1s futhciently obvi-
ous in the three preceding cafes, and
many more might be introduced to con-
firm the propriety of adhering to fuch a
pratice; but the injunétion is of fo fevere
and unpleafant a nature, and {elf-denial
fo difficult, that it feldom happens that
patients have {ufficient refolution and per-
{gverance to accede to a regular confor-
mity thereto; and it is too often negletted
_ by thofe who have the care of maniacs, in
thofe cafes where it might be adopted
with the happieft profpeét of fuccefs.

CASE  LXV.

TH E well-written letter, deﬁ:riptive of

this patient’s cafe, is literally tranfcribed
as follows : |

“ Auguft goth, 1778.
13 SIR,

“ Your favour of the 4th inftant I re-
cetved, and fhould have anfwered it be-

fore,
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fore, but waited to give you the prelent
fymptoms. The perfon I wrote to you
about, is a young man of twenty-eight years
of age, of a delicate, thin conftitution. It
will be fix years next Chriftmas fince he
was bit by adog. It was fancied the dog
was mad, but many perfons having been
bit by the fame dog, who took no farther
notice of 1t, and no ill confequence follow-

ing it, confirms the dog not being mad.

This young man was advifed to be dipt in
the fea, and take fome medicines as pre-

ventives, the chief ingredients of which,

were native and fattitious cinnabar. He
took thefe medicines {o long, till he found
himfelf much weakened by them, and has
frequently complained fince of a giddi-
nefs in his head, and a relaxation at times
laft fummer. He almoft every evening
ufed moft violent exercife at fives. As we
impute his prefent diforder to thefe caufes,
I thought it proper to mention them,
though we never obferved any thing re-
markable in him till the fixth or {eventh
of Ottober laft. He had been a few days
on a journey on bufinefs. The evening
he returned he appeared to be in an odd

| whimfical
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whimfical way, and being inconfiftent in
converfation, which was 1mputed to his
being in liquor, and no notice being
taken of it, he went to bed, prefently rofe
again, and infifted on gomng out. The
fervants let him out. He remained out
all night in the fields in a hard rain. The
next morning he returned and complain-
ed of a moft violent pain in his head, and
that he had not {lept fince his leaving
home ; was very feverifh and unaccount-
ably whimfical. Fancied he had been
poifoned, and that every thing that was
offered him was impregnated with poifon.
He complained of violent and acute pains
in his head for half an hour together,
when the pain ceafed, it left an odd fenfa-
tion like the crawling of {fomething with-
infide the fkin. Sometimes exceeding
ﬂrang, then faint and weak, fmelt difa-
greeable {mells, was exceeding timorous,
had violent flufhings, then deadly palenefs
fucceeded. At his firft {feizure he had no ap-
petite, then a moft extraordinary one. Sud-
den gufls of paffion, with firong averfions
and affections to different objefts. Violent

U convulfive
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convulfive motions in his arms and legs,
frequent and deep fighings; his water
limpid, with a fediment like fand ; fome-
times a great thirft.

“ He found no relief from any thing
but blifters on his legs, which were kept
open till a mortification was apprehended,
and drinking {trong mutton broth fre-
quertly about Chriftmas he grew better,
and has been able to follow his bufinefs,
though not perfetly well. As he has al-
ways been low, and rather fhewed an aver-
fion to converfation or cheerfulnefs, fince
then we have obferved him pecularly
low, between the lalt quarter and firft of
the moon, at which time he has from the
firlt appeared molt affetted. About two
months ago he went to {pend a few days
with a friend by the {ea. He drank rather
more than his ufual quantity, which has
not exceeded three or four glaffes of beer
and wine after dinner and fupper fince his
firft illnefs. The next morning he rofe
early and bathed. At breakfaft he com-
planed of great pain in his head, and that

he had not {lept all night, and was very
' feverifh
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feverifh and weak. He laid down the
firlt part of that and the fucceeding days,
but could obtain no reft. Great ankiety
of mind enfued, with violent fits of crying.
Would eat nothing but a little water gruel
with a bit of bread in it. When he re-
turned home, he continued the fame for
a fortnight, but part of the time kept his
bed, with violent flufhings and a few {light
convulfive motions. Thele were {up-
prefled with mufk and nitre, of which he
took many dofes. The bark was attempt-
ed to be given, but was found to heighten
the flufhings and paffions, therefore ﬁqpa-
ped. When in bed he {weat freely. A
dofe of James’s powder was given him,
from which he found relief, and remained
tolerably ealy, onlyat times fanciful, efpeci-
ally about the fame periods of the moon as
before mentioned. He has fince thewn the
greateft averfion to converfation, and a
kind of difguft to his friends, doubting
their fincerity.

““ He remained 1n this manner till Thur{-
day the eleventh inftant, when he went a
journey  about twenty miles, which he

U2 takes
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takes about once a week on his bufinefs.
Since then, he has been remarkably furly,
which being the reverfe of his natural
difpofition, we were alarmed, and on the
1gth inftant his paffions broke out moft
violently. He drove all before him, and
ﬂlewéd moft unaccountable whims, and
then fet out on foot for his ufual journey.
He was fent after, but not overtaken.
He returned the next day, and took to
his bed, where he continued for fome
days, only rifing when the fumes were on
- him, and appeared to be loft in childifh-
nefs, and he has for fome time refufed do-
ing or taking any thing to relieve him, till
the 22d inftant, when he {ent for the fur-
geon, and had a few ounces of blood
taken away jull to examine its ftate, when
it was found to be of a very loofe texture,
the crafis being {fo very tender as not to
refift the touch of a feather. He com-
plained of a very unealy and difagreeable
fenfation which he ean no otherwife define
than by likening 1t to the winding up of a
cobweb. His [pirits are very irregular,
for the molt part exceedingly deprefled.
Within
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 Within thefe few days he feems a little
cheerful for a {mall {pace of time. He
has a very great averfion to converfation,
and generally a very great languor and
relaxation, attended with numbnefs and
flight pains at particular parts. Till laft
Thurlday, he has taken very little, fince
which he begins to recover his appetite.
For fome time he has been perfuaded to
drink valerian tea, with feven drops of
acid elixir of vitriol. At the beginning of
his illnefs he had an iffue cut in his arm,
which difcharged greatly, but about fix
or {even weeks ago he had it dried up.
And 1n vain hitherto has he been entreat-
ed to have another. We are {fometimes
afraid his f{enfes will be loft in childifh-
nefs ; at others have great hopes: but as
his complaint varies fo often, we can form
no opinion of him. The roots of his
nails have frequently turned black. He
has grown moft exceedingly thin, and by
nature was never robuft. For thefe two
months he has drank nothing but {mall
beer and water, and lived very low. We

are
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occafion might require. By which means
the diforder was mitigated, and the patient
enabled to purfue his wonted avocations.

CAS"E" " EBXVI

INSANITY having for many years been
the immediate objett of the author’s prac-
tice, he may venture to affirm, that of
every {pecies of madnefs, that which is
occafioned by religious enthufiafm is by
far the moft difficult of cure, and oftener
than any other proves the fource of
delpair, which terminates in {uicide.

G. L. aged forty-eight, having an he-
reditary difpofition to melancholy, for a .
confiderable time endured many trouble-
fome and vexatious cares and difappoint-
ments in life, which he had encountered
with all poflible fortitude ; at length the
accumulated affli€tion of lofing a valuable
relation, caufed him to fink into a low and
defponding ftate of mind, when unfortu-
nately becoming acquainted witha gloomy

fanatic
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feton for a confiderable time was kept
| open in the back, but all i)}'oved neffec-
‘tual. He remained a vithim to defpair,
fecluded from fociety; and it required
Cerberian vigilance to prevent his termi-
- nating his own exiftence, that concluded
in a pulmonary confumption, which oc-
curred in the fifty-fecond year of his age.

CASE .LXVIL

IN Oétober 1791, I was defired to vifit
~ a gentleman of great refpectability, whofe
intellettual faculties were much impaired
by too clofe an application to religious
enthufialm. From a pleafant, lively, {o-
cial companion, he had degenerated into a
morofe, {ullen, and referved reclufe: that
courtely, once {fo amiable in his manners
and addrefs, were now no longer confpi-
cuous; his whole {yftem was impregnated
with the poifon of methodifm; its doétri-
nal terrors had reduced him to the loweft
€ebb of melancholy and defpair; he de-

rived
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monitions of her friends proved ineffec-
tual : the mifery of her mind counter-
balanced every confideration of the pre-
fent and future advantage of life, and fhe
formed a determined refolution to deftroy
that exiftence which, through mternal an-
guifh and horror, was become infupport-
able: being determined to complete this
crime, having deeply engraven with a
{harp-pointed inftrument on her left arm,
her chriftian and {urname, the day of the
month, date of the year, and place of her
abode, for the direét purpofe, as fhe de-
clared to me, of being owned when found,
{he fuddenly eloped from her home, with
an intent to drown herfelf 1n a river not
far diftant ; but being purfued and brought
back by her friends, it was determined to
place her in an houfe appointed for the
reception of lunatics, where, notwith-
{ftanding every poflible means were ufed,
that medicine or humanity could effe&,
or caution devife, fuch was her devoted
purpole, that fhe effetted it in a manner
that would appear incredulous to thole
who are unacquainted with the almoft

{uper-
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‘and delighting in the punifhment of his
creatures, which caufed his 1ideas to
be overwhelmed with melancholy and
dejettion: for a confiderable time he
laboured under the moft painful mortifi-
cation of both body and mind, and having
more than once attempted his own life,
his friends thought it indifpenfably necef~.
fary to remove him to a place appropriate
to his unhappy fituation, where I was
requefted to vifit and prefcribe for him; he
appeared much emaciated, reftlefs,averfe to
converfation, and loftin thought, and when
approached, was timid and fufpicious. He
had a fufco-pallid complexion, little {leep
of nights, and wept and fighed inceflant-
ly: i this diftrefsful fituation he conti-
nued {everal months, and rejefted all
medical advice and affiftance: but not be-"
ing able any longer to refift the means of
relief, a feton was paffed between the
fhoulders in the direétion of the {pine, and
antimonial emetics were repeated every
fourth or fifth evening ; in the day he
took the camphorated mixture, and again
at night with the addition of tinftura fuli-
ginis, and the oleum ricini as an occafional

laxative,
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fometimes he was fo much depreflfed in
mind as to lock humfelf up in a room for
whole days together, and would not {peak
to any perfon; at others his paflions
would be inflamed to fuch a degree of
provocation as to caufe him to threaten
the lives of thofe about him. At others
he would inceflantly talk in'a confufed
manner on religious fubjetts, and defpair-
ing of forgivenefs in a future ftate, de-
clared his intention of deftroying himfelf,
which he would certainly have effeted,
had not the greatelt care been taken to
prevent him. Being thus incapable of
conducting his bufinefs with his cuftomary
order and regularity, his friends thought
it proper to place him under my care.
By undergoing a treatment nearly {imilar
to that inferted in the preceding cafe, with
this difference, that an ifflue in his arm
that had been negleted and dried up
during his derangement, was re-opened ;
in fome confiderable time he recovered
his reafon, and was able to return home,
and by avoiding the company and con-
verfation of the malevolent miflionary, to

whofe
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whole religious delufions he had before
fallen a prey, has fince continued to con.
duét himfelf with propriety, and remained
free from maniacal affettion.

We are indebted to the ingenious Dr.
Pargeter, for the following inftances of
that {pecies of mania that originates from
religious enthufialm. He was fent for to
a refpettable farmer in the country, whom
he found very low and melancholy, in-
confiftent in his converfation, and {eem-
ing to labour under great diftrefs con-
cerning his future ftate. His friends had
before been obliged to place him ina houfe
appropriated for the reception of lunatics.
He could render him very little fervice,
as he was unable to remove the caufe of
his complaint : the patient’s misfortunes
he relates to have originated in a very
curious circumfitance. He was publicly
reproved for fleeping during divine fer-

vice by a clergyman, which gave him{o

much offence, that he feceded from the
church, and attached himfelf to the me-
thodifts, by whom he was reduced to the

unhappy ftate in which he found him:
he
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he could not, on the ftritteft inquiry learn,
that previous to this circumf{tance he had
exhibited any {ymptoms of mental de-
rangement, but was efteemed a very plea-
fant and cheerful companion. He was
defired to vifit a woman, who refided at
no great diftance from the former patient,

~whom hefound fittingup in bed, with cloaks

and flannels wrapped round her head,
neck, and fhoulders. She received him
with a fmiling countenance, and when he
inquired into the caufe and nature of her
complaints, f{he'laughed, and enumerated
a great varlety of {[ymptoms, but he could
not difcover that {he had any bodily in-
difpofition. In a chair by the bed-fide
were Welley’s Journal, Watts’s Hymns,
the Pilgrim’s Progrefs, and the Fiery Fur-
nace of Affliction. He prefcribed ac-
cording to the ufual form, but could ren-
der her no fervice, and was informed that
{he afterwards became {o mad as to require
clofe confinement. Her hufband ac-
quainted him, that before this attack {he
had not the leaft predifpofition to infanity ;
and it appeared that a methodift preacher,

L% who
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and indifpofition, might not improperly
be compared to the conduét of thofe
wretches, who by availing themfelves of
the confufion of a fire, plunder the un-
happy fufferers. And adds, that the pre-
valence of methodifm, with its deplorable
effetts in the neighbourhood where this
girl refided, might, he fays, be afcribed to
an opulent tradelman, who maintained a
preacher in the capacity of a domeftic
chaplain, who was a failor in the laft war.
He was one day haranguing on the {ub-
jett of hell-flames, and took occafion to
obferve that he could not give a defcrip-
tion adequate to the horrors of that place,
although he had been there eleven montfis :
a wag, whom curiofity had iduced to
liften to him, called out, «I wifh you had
* {taid there another month, and then you
“ would have gained a fettlement.” Our
author further remarks, that fuch infatua-
tion 1s the more melancholy, as it tends to
augment the number of fuicides 1n a na-
tion, that 1s fuppofed to be more gene-
rally addi¢ted to that crime than any -

other in Europe, which has caufed the
X 2 French
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and in the garret this miferable wretch was
found f{ufpended, who had attempted to
put a period to his exiftence with a knife;
but not having refolution to cut his throat,
he effe€ted his diabolical purpofe by hang-
ing himfelf.

CASE LXXII

AN elderly woman, who refided in the
neighbourhood of Bifhop’s Auckland, and
had for {ome years been reduced to ex-
treme poverty, on the firft news of her
becoming pofleffed of a large fortune, be-
came unuflually dull and penfive. This
was {ucceeded by a profound taciturnity
and objeétion to all kinds of fuftenance.
She would lament, weep, and figh, asif
fome weighty misfortune had befallen her.
At length, when {he was nearly ftarved,
it was difcovered that the had eaten fome
food that was left in her apartment for
that purpofe, of which no notice was
taken, The food that was fupplied from

this
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it requires greater {trength of intellettual
powers to moderate and refift the intoxi-
cating effetts of fudden proiperity, than
to repel the moft powerful attacks of ad-
verfity. iy

Here it is not improper to remark, that
the celebrated’ Dr. Mead, upon the au-
thority of Dr. Hall, who was at that time
phyfician to Bethlem-Hofpital, obferves,
that among the number of perfons who
became infane in confequence of their
connexion with the South-Sea-Company,
in the year 1723, there was a much larger
proportion of thofe fuccefsful adventurers,
whom fortune had favoured with a {udden
acquifition of immenfe riches, than of thofe
who were completely ruined by that ini-
quitous impofition.

CASE LXXIII.

T, M. a farmer, whofe refidence was in
the Weald of Kent, who for fome months
had been placed under my care, was often

vifited
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liften ferioufly to their artful infinuations,
or comply with their infidious requefts.

A young gentleman afflicted with this
melancholy infirmity, lately appeared toall
his friends {o entirely recovered, that his li-
beration was generally agreed on; but juft
as he was quitting the refidence where he
had remained for a confiderable time, he
begged to return for a moment,as he had a
very particular letter to difpatch to theHoly
Ghoft, which by his friends was thought
fuch fufficient proof of lunacy as to induce
them to continue him in fatu guo.

In the year 1788, as the Rev. William

Norman, Rettor of Bledan, in the county
~ of Somerfet, was {itting at fupper with a
friend, he obferved his brother, the Rev.
Henry Norman, take a large knife from
the cafe, and go into the kitchen. He
immediately called to the fervants to take
it from him, which through fear they omit-
ted to do. Soon after Henry returned to
the parlour with the knife concealed
under his coat, and unobferved bjr his
brother, came behind him and ftabbed
him twice, The unfortunate gentleman

. lay
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lay in the greateft agonies of pain till
Sunday morning, when he expired. The
wretched perpetrator of this horrid deed
was reCtor of a parith near Winchefter,
and haviﬁg been fome time before de-
ranged 1n his mtellects, ‘was removed to
~his brother’s at Bledan for fecurity, where
for a confiderable time together he be-
haved in a more {erene ftate than for fome
years before, and had a greater fhare of
liberty allowed him, which ended in the
tragical manner above related.

~In January 1791, a poor woman much
deranged in her intelleéts, who had been
confined in the workhoufe at Shefhield
a confiderable time, but was thought
fo fufficiently recovered as to be able
to return home to her hufband, after con-
tinuing three weeks without any vifible
return of her diforder, fhe threw her child,
~an infant about three weeks old, into the
river Sheaf near the bridge at that place,
and a great ftone after it. Providentially
a man was pafling over. the bridge, and
feeing fomething {truggling ‘in the water,

he afked the unhappy woman what fhe had
' thrown -
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thrown in? fhe exultingly anfwered, Her
child. The man, with a warmth of hu-
manity that did him credit, nftantly
jumped off the bridge, and precipitated
himfelf into the water, by which he was
_confiderably hurt, but prevented the babe
from perifhing. It had not received any
material injury, and was foon perfeétly
recovered. The mother was remanded
to her former confinement,
A perfon named Childs, who had for
a long time obtained his livelihood. by at-
tending on infane perfons in different
parts of Chefhire, was employed a few
years fince to take care of a gentleman
who refided near Namptwich. Having
from long experience derived {fome know-
ledge of thele unfortunate cafes, the pa-
tient was principally left to the care of
Childs; and after fome time, every fymp-
tom appearing to demonfirate the return
of reafon, he whilft in this evidently amend-
ing ftate, was treated with an increafed
degree of indulgence. He one day re-
quefted that his keeper would entruft him
with a razor to fhave himfelf. The man
. at
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at firlt peremptorily refufed, but by the
rational entreaties of the patient was at
length induced to give a relu&tant con-
{ent, and confequently provided him with
the neceflary apparatus. He according-
ly fat down before the glafs, and having
fhaved one fide of his face, called his
keeper to fee with what dextei‘it}: he had
‘partly performed the operation. The
man approached for that purpofe; when
the lunatic fuddenly ftarting up, cut the
- throat of his keeper in fuch a manner as
nearly to fever his head from his body. =
This cafe prefents a ftriking leffon to

thofe to wholfe care lunatics are entrufled ;
and inftruéts them to be aware of credu-
lity and miftaken indulgence, as the fub-
{equent does of the fatal negleét of con-
finement, when words and aétions corre-
fpond to manifeft a depraved judgment,
and a diftempered 1magination, in the
~ unhappy cafe of Captain Hamilton, who
recently fhot himfelf in Abbey-Lane,
Dublin, which was what might have been
expetted from his being permitted to go
abroad unguarded when under the direful |

effetts
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effeéts of infanity. For three years he
had been very confpicuous for extrava-
gant expreflion, both in public and pri-
vate life. During two feflions of parlia-
ment it was his cultom to ftation himfelf
in the gallery, and impede fome of the moft
celebrated orators in their moft favourite
{peeches, with “That's a lre. 'The peo-
“ ple you reprefent ‘know you to be a
“ fon of a b——, picking their pockets,
¢ and {tealing their liberties,” which beha-
viour feveral times occafioned {fome alarm
and confuﬁnn. This unfortunate gentle-
man was poflefled of nearly £1000 per
annum, and had loft an eye in the naval
fervice. To make certain of his deftruc-
tion, he loaded two piftols, one he applied
to the upper part of his mouth, and the
other to his left ear. Having difcharged
them both, his exit was immediately ac-
complifhed. It was cuftomary with the
above extraordinary charaller, to enter
many churches and chapels on the fab-
bath day, and pronounce on the fervice,
that however the {ubjet might be good,
it was a damned bad pratice, He was

drefled
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- of perfons in his unfortunate fituation,
and from whence he had been recently
liberated on the fatal erroneous fuppo-
fition of his being thoroughly reftored to
his reafon. Mrs. Loader died two days
afterwards in confequence of her wounds,
and he furvived her buta few days longer.
At Poole, early in the morning of the
4th of Auguft 1793, a moft horrid mur-
der was committed by a man on his wife,
and two children of about five and fix
years of age. The circumftances of the
murder were nearly as follows. The
man, who difcovered {ymptoms of infa-
nity, was confined in a place appropriate
for lunatics in the poor-houfe, where he
remained for fome time, and was at length
permitted to return home to his wife,
and continued for fome time quiet and
compofed, and feemed to be perfeéily
reftored to his {fenfes. Having fome
wood to cleave, he borrowed a carpen-
. ter’s axe, and did it as well as any perfon
could in their proper fenfes. In the even-
ing he and his wife went to bed together,
as he intended going in a fhip that was to
fail
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ther, a lunatic, now Sir Archibald Kin-
lock, 1s {o recent in the memory of the
public, as perhaps to render it unneceflary
to recite the horrid particulars. Let it
{uffice then to remark, that after he was
liberated from confinement, and was per-
mitted to vifit his unfortunate brother,
upon being afked by his {ervant whither
he was going, and when he fhould return,
he gave for anfwer, As foon as he had
killed his brother. No notice, however,
- was taken of this fanguinary intention.
It was ftated on his trial before the high
 court of jufticiary at Edinburgh, that
while in the Weft Indies he had been
feized with a fever, from which =ra he
was never confidered to poflefs a found
mind, but was fubje& to melancholy and
fits of jealoufy. At the time the un-
happy deed was perpetrated, he was in
the moft lamentable ftate of derangement
of mind*,. '
CASE

~® Thefe and other horrid cataftrophes which have
happened from infanity, of which we have had fo
many recent inftances, particularly in the cafe of the
unhappy Mr, Medhurft, of Kippax, whofe trial for

| Y the
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CASE LXXIV.

IT has been a generally received opi-
nion, that perfons of the moft brilliant
~genius and lively imagination are moft
fubje€t to madnefs ; and that celebrated
writer, Mr. Pope, feems to confirm the
- {uppofition in the following couplet :

Great fenfe to madnels is fo near allied,
That thin partitions do the twain divide,

Infanity having been the immediate ob-
jeét of my prattice for many years palft,
- I can fafely affirm that this obfervation
- is not generally founded in reality, and
that madnefs proceeding from budily
complaints has no conneétion with the
greater or lefler extent of the original ;
powers of the foul, and may as fre';;ue}ntly 3
affliét the ignorant and the idiot, as the

the murder of his wife we have at length in the Gene-
tal Evening Poft of Tuefday the fifth of Auguft laft,
fufficiently evince the neceflity of the timely removal
of infane perfons to places of fecurity, th:’reby‘ﬂ&bar—
ring them from the means and power of committing
afts at which human nature fhudders.

philafnplier
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philofopher and the fcholar. Whenthis ter-
rible malady reduces a man of natural good
fenfe and underftanding to the mental
weaknefs of a child, its ravages on the hu-

man frame are more deplorable, and ina

more intenfe degree wound the feelings of
humanity. Endowed by nature with a bril-
liant fuperiority of mental powers, that
were cultivated by a natural propenfity to
learning, who did not lament the fate of
poor Coleman, whofe diforder was not lefs
methodical than fingular? From the wan-
derings of fuch a mind, if we cannot de-
rive inftrution, we may at lealt obtain
much ufeful humility. He ufed to fay,
¢ That he died about two years fince, and
was received with marks of uncommon

favour into the courts of heaven; but
that not perfettly liking his new fituation,

he received permiffion to return to earth
in whatever charatter he pleafed, and he

accordingly affumed that of Prince of

Shrewfbury.”  Reafoning rightly (as
‘Locke, that great anatomift of the human
mind, fays of perf{ons in his fituation) from

Y 2 wrong

a ..TT-‘
L
i
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~'wrong premifes, he atted with fome cha-
racteriftic propriety, and in confequence
prefented his phyfician with an order for
£ 2coo. Alas, poor human nature! He
died very lately, after having for many
years laboured under {uch a derangement
of his mental powers, that his friends
~ had no reafon to hope he would ever
emerge from the pitiable condition to
which he was reduced.

It has often been inconfiderately de-
termined, that judgment may be eafily
formed on thofe cafes of mania that
require coercion. But decifions of this
nature cannot be eftablithed but on'the
cleareft and moft {atisfaétory proof; and
when thus determined, great care and cir-
* cumfpection are requifite at the period of
liberation, a period that can only be afcer-
tained by thofe who have been accuftom-
ed to be conftantly about them, as muft
be obvious to every perfon that has {fuper-
mtended the cure of maniacs; and vifi-
tants to houfes appropriated for the re-
ception of fuch unhappy perfons, muft
have an uncommon fhare of acumen and

per{picuity
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perfpicuity to difcern the difference be-
tween thofe perfons that may be liberated
‘with fafety, and fuch whofe firft ufe of
- liberty will be to deftroy themfelves or
others, or commit {ome violent depreda-
tions on fociety. It requires a very nice
difcrimination to diftinguith whether pa-
tients, who have apparently recovered
their fenfes, have been a {fufhicient time 1n
the re-poffeffion of reafom, to render it
{afe for them to return to their accuftomed
manner of life. For after recovery from
a flate of infanity, the mind is during fome
period of time as weak as the body, after
violent difeafes. As in the latter inftance,
patients cannot immediately return to the
exercife and diet requifite in times of
health, without imminently encangering
a relapfe, fo in the former they cannot be
admitted to thofe objetls that they were
accuftomed to behold before their mental
~ derangement, without hazarding an equal
or a greater danger. That perfons under
the influence of infanity are more fubdo-
lous than thofe afflicted with other indif-
pofitions, 1s an indifputable faét. And

the
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ed his liberation, contrary to the wifhes
of his friend, and to thofe who were bet-
ter acquainted with the ftate of his mind.
He had not obtained his liberty more than
four days, before he firipped himfelf {tark
naked, and ran through the f{treets of a
neighbouring town, exclaiming that he
had been ftripped and plundered by a
banditti of robbers; that the keeper of
the houfe wherée he had been confined,
mentioning his name, owed him four mil-
lions of money, that he was firlt coufin to
the Holy Ghoft, and many other abfurd
a€tions and expreflions, that made 1t necef-
fary to fecure him, fimilar to his former
reftri€tions, in another houlfe, where he re-
mained feven years, and 1s but lately dead.
To this cafe might be added fome others,
delineative that hafty official interference is
equally prejudicial to the patient and prac-
titioner; and which might prove a ufeful
memento to delegated authority, to cau-
tioufly and impartially inveftigate and ma-
turely deliberate on the cafe before they
attempt to decide on the propriety of

giving freedc:-m to dementated individuals.
CASE"
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CASE LXXVII

P Gentleman, about forty years of age,
by profeflion a mathematical in{trument-
maker, and who became my patient in
1792, had been for {everal years in a flate
of infanity. During the continuance of
fome weeks he difplayed figns of return-
ing reafon, and contrary to my opinion
his friends concluded to give him a trial
of hiberty in a private family, before he
was permitted to return home. This ex-
periment was accordingly put in praétice,
and for fome days he appeared perfefily
cool, colletted, and in his right fenfes,
and converfed in a uniform and rational
manner ; but not being at dinner on the
fixth day after his removal, he was fought
after, and his body was found in a pond
about a mile diftant from the houfe.
Many other circumftances of a fimilar
nature might be adduced to demonftrate
the danger of too precipitately and impli-
citly confiding in the reprefentations and
appearances of fuch unfortunate perfons,

however
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however {pecious or plaufible their argu-
ments. There are amongft them fome
whofe converfation is highly proper
and rational, till fome particular topic
that lies dormant, and rankles in their
minds, becomes the fubje&t of converfa-
tion ; then their infanity breaks forth into
attion. Thus amidft the moft eonvin-
cing proofs of a well-cultivated under-
ing, enriched with knowledge, fuch as is
the greateft intellettual feaft for human
beings; touch but the favourite ftring,
however {lightly, and the mental faculties
immediately lofe all their harmony, and
terminate in difcord and derangement.
An exemplification of this truth is evinced
in the following circum{lance.

Some years fince, Mr. Burke vifited St.
Luke’s, with an intention to inquire into
the general ftate of infanity in that hofpi-
_tal; during this vifit he converfed with
a man for near an hour, on a variety of
topics, on which he exprefled himfelf with
fuch propriety and correétnefs, that Mr.
Burke exprefled his furprize to the keeper

that he was not difcharged. The keeper,
| who
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who well knew ihe particular {pecies of
infanity under which he laboured, dittated
to him this interrogatory, “ How he hiked
his dinner?” which inftantly caufed him
to rave, and declare that 1t was poifon,
from which nothing could divert his atten-
" tion. Mr., Burke was now perfettly fatis-
fied with the propriety of his confine.

ment. |
In the Commentaries of Van Swieten,
vol. 3d, aphoriim 1004, p- 473, the au-
thor obferves that he remembers to have
{feen a man of found mind in every refpett,
who having heard that many perfons had
been bitten with a mad dog, and had tried
the moft approved methods, but were
feized with the hydrophobia, took the no-
tion 1nto his head that as the {urgeon had
probably bled with the fame lancets, in
bleeding other people, that dreadful poi-
{fon might be {pread and diffufed through
a number of people in whom the diforder
had not yet made its appearance, and
might by them be commumcated to
others; therefore to avoid this calamity,
he would not {uffer a fingle mortal to
' touch
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fician, who after having been cured of a
feir:ﬁr, imagined that he had been poifoned
by the apothecary. Another, of a rich
man, who imagined himfelf reduced to
poverty, and who would not ftir out of
bed for fear of wearing out his clothes,
but in every other refpeft was reafon-
able; and of a third, who believed him-
felf a dunghill cock, and occupied himfelf
in crowing and imitating the noife which
that animal makes when it flaps its wings.
I have alfo read of a man whofe legs were
encircled with hay-bands, who upon being
alked what was the nature of his com-
plaint, aflured the inquirer with a melan-
choly countenance that he beheld a gene-
ral vitrification had begun to take place
in his whole perfon, that his legs were
converted into glafs bottles; that was it
not for the protection afforded by the
hay-bands, he fhould continually be in
danger of breaking his own legs, and
wounding his neighbours.

Cafper Borlzus, an orator, poet, and
phyfician, who was not ignorant of the
danger of fuch condu&, had fo injured

the






ANNALS OF INSANITY,. 335

imagining that if he arofe his legs would
be compreffed with their own weight.

Marcus Donatus, in his Hift. Med.
fpeaks of a baker at Ferrara, who believed
he was made of butter, and on that ac-
count would not approach the oven left
he fhould melt. And the fame author
mentions a perfon of the name of Vicen-
tinus, who believed he was of {uch an
enormous fize that he could not go
through the door of his apartment. His
phyficians gave orders that he fhould
forcibly be led through it, which was done
accordingly, but not without a fatal effett,
for Vicentinus cried out as he was forced
along that the flelh was torn from his
bones, and that his limbs were broken off,
- of which terrible impreflion he died in a
few days, accufing thofe who conduéted
him with being his murderers.

I am faveured with the cafe of a female
patient, now mn Bedlam, which though
not very interefting, may be allowed in-
fertion for the many eccentric ideas fhe
entertains. She is reprefented ‘as one of
thofe mantacs whofe condu& is uniformly

corrett,
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correft, and who manages the ordinary
concerns of life with great propriety, but
whofe head 1s filled with as much ab-
furdity as ever entered the brain of any
miferable being; that fhe is now about
fixty years of age, and has been difordered
m her 1ntellects more than thirty years;
that fhe has had three daughters, two of
whom (the two eldeft) have been infane,
and one fon, who lately died maniacal.
For a confiderable time together fhe did
not betray any {ymptoms of infanity, her
converfation was corrett on ordinary to-
pics, and her behaviour equally unexcep-
tionable. She one day, however, exprefl-
ed a wilh to be liberated from her con-
finement, and upon being alked how fhe
came into the hofpital? fhe replied, it
was an att of great injuftice, and done
with a view to deprive her of an immenfe
property which fhe poffefled, and fhe of-
fered a douceur of /20,000 to any one
who would releafe her from Bedlam, fay-
ing, her cafe was very hard, and withing
that when fhe died fome years ago that fhe

had never come to life again. Onafking
' her
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her how fhe came a fecond time into exif}-
ence, {he replied, that {everal years ago {he
perfettly recolletted lying in bed in a {tate
of extreme weaknels, and being only able
to take nourifhment by teafpoons full, and
whillt her friends were feeding her, fhe
felt her foul depart from her body, and
heard her teeth clinch together on the
{fpoon; that fhe then perceived her {pirit
gently and reluétantly flying off, gradu-
ally afcending upwards, having two, cir-
cumferences of glory round her; that her
body was then conveyed to the chancel
- of the church, where it remained fome
weeks, when f{uddenly a tall dark-com-
plexioned man, with his hair curled all
over, [poke to her ; he was the Almighty;
and fhe inftantly became alive, and was
imperceptibly conveyed to her own
home : when arrived at the door, fhe faw
her fon, but he had no hair on his head ;
inftead of hair it was covered with icicles
of white fugar-candy, and fludded with
carraway comfits. This woman allo fup-
poles herlelf to be poffefled of a certain.
power over a fet of beings, whom fhe

Z terms
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terms the Congo Devils, and often retires
of an afternoon to her cell to maintain
fome very fharp confliéts with thofe dia-
bolical adverfaries; and on many occa-
fions declares fhe is obliged to hurl ninety
tons of cannon balls at them, and having a
powerful and unerring hand, the flaughter
on {fome occafions 1s immenfe. She does
not, however, pretend to deny that in one
inftance the came off but fecond beft, one
of the chiefs of the Congo men, with un-
paralleled impudence, and drefled like
one of the lord-mayor’s footmen, fhe fays,
made a {erious attack on her chaftity, but
how far he prevailed'is a fecret, and fuch
will ever remain. On inquiry who' thefe
Congo Devils were, fhe faid, that when
Satan was on his travels he vifited Africa,
and refided a long time in the kingdom of
Congo, where debauching the wives and
daughters of the good people of that
country, he created a numerous offspring;
who through holes, crannies, and bye-
places, foon worked their way into. Eu-
rope. |
Amongft the number offudden recoveries:
| from
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from infanity, the following cafe deferves
to be recorded. A poor itinerant lunatic
woman, near Stone, in Bedfordfhire, threw
herfelf into a well, near twenty feet deep,
in the bottom of which was about five feet
ofwa:ter; fhe no fooner found her fitua-
tion painful and inconvenient, than fhe
began to cry out for help, when a ladder
being put down, fhe afcended it of her
own.accord, to the aftonifhment of all the
beholders, without having received theleaft
mnjury. What made this the more extra-
ordinary was, that {he inftantly recovered
her mental faculties.

Daniel Millfham, a poor labouring man,
in the parifh of Dilciam, in Norfolk, who
had been deprived of his fenfes more than
twenty years, and for the laft twelve years
~ chained down to the floor of a chamber -
in a fmall cottage in the village, attended
. by his mother, and maintained by his bro-
ther, was one day found firetched out on
the floor, apparently dead. On the re-
turn of her fon from his work, fhe told
him that Daniel was dead, when he went

to the chamber, and ﬁnding his brother
Z 2 {till
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{till warm, and calling him by his name,
Daniel inftantly rofe, and afked him what
he wanted, and from that moment reco-
vered his perfect fenfes. He had not had
any cloaths on for more than ten years.
His beard, that had grown to an amazing
length, was cut off, and he has been ever
fince rational and regular i his conduét,
and in a few days was entirely recovered.
During the extraordinary inundation
that happened at Glafgow in 1791, the
water ran fo high as to reach the cells of
the mad-houfe. The dread of the water
had an inftantaneous and wonderful effett
upon the lunatics, rendering the whole of
them, even the moft furious, quiet and
tractable. They trembled like children,
and fuffered themfelves to be conduéted
to apartments in the upper ftory, where
they remained calm and peaceable as
long as the court-yard continued covered
with water; but this effe€t remained no
longer than while the objett of terror
was In view.
Van Helmont tells us of a certain car-
penter of Antwerp, who fancied he had
feen
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feen fome frightful fpeftres in the mght,
that he entirely loft his fenfes; he was
therefore fent to the tomb of the Holy
Virgin St. Dympofa, whom they profefs
to cure thofe who are poffefled of evil
fpirits. The patient was boarded there
for nearly a whole year, and though evi-
dently a madman, the ufual means were
employed, but no money being remitted
from Antwerp, for the laft fix months,
he was fent home bound in a carriage.
Having found means to extricate himfelf
on his journey, he leaped from the car-
riage, and threw himfelf into a deep pool
which was near, from which after {ome
time' he was taken out, apparently dead,
and replaced 1n the carriage; he recover-
ed, however, in confequence of this fud-
den immerfion, and lived eight years af-
terwards entirely free from mania.

CANSE
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kind of fuftenance, and after languifhing
a few hours, expired.

Inftances of recovery from mania, by
the patient being {uddenly immerfed in
cold water, have been {o numerous, as to
have induced the experiment of cold
bathing, the application of the clay cap,
ice, and bonnet of fnow; and fome in-
ftances of cure have certainly occurred
from the ufe of the fhower bath, which
by its fudden effett poured unawares up-
on the patient, deferves the preference in
my opinion to any other immerfion, when
advantage 1s expetted from that mode of
treatment; but in general the unmanage-
able {tate of the patients when furioufly
infane, and to whom thefe applications
are ufually made, often prevents the ef-
fefts of fuch remedies towards a cure. I
never faw but one infane patient that
could be faid to be cured by cold bathing;
but in the melancholy temperament, with
great tenfion of the fibres, have often
known abundant fervice derived from
the warm bath.

CASE
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of the nails; his pulfe was ftrong, full,
hard, and frequent; his belly was tenfe,
fore, and fub-elaftic; his eyes were 1n
continual motion. He immediately loft
twelve ounces of blood, that had a yel-
low cruft on its furface; was ordered to
take the foluble tartar every other day in
barley-water, and at intervals a campho-
rated mixture. He was bled agamn on
the third day, and by perfevering i a
proper courfe of medicine, and a cooling
regular diet, he {oon recovered intirely
from mental derangement, as well as its
primary caufe, the piles.

AN ST B XXX

A Gentleman of an atrabilarious tem-
perament and fedentary life, and who de-
rived hypochondriafm from his ancel-
tors, had for fome time been afflifted with
hemorrhoidal tumoursat the lower part of
the mtefinum reétum; they had bled co-

pioufly,
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temper and 1n good circumftances, it has
fince been difcovered that he was very
much affliéted with the piles, and which
during the paroxyfm have been frequently
obferved to produce a temporary mfanity,
as in the prefent inftance.

CA'SE LXXXI.

IN SANE p_erfons too often lofe that
natural delicacy and cleanlinefs which 1t 1
the incumbent duty of all human beings
to prelerve to the utmolft of their power.
What can be a greater degradation of the
human charaéter, than when the conftituy-
tion is difpofed to feed vermin? I cannot
infert 1t as a fact within my own know-
ledge, but I have every reafon to believe
the truth of the relation, of a maniac in
the neighbourhood of Hoxton, who was
literally deftroyed by the fwarms of pedi-
culi that infelted and covered all parts
of his body. I well knew a young gen-

tleman
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CASE LXXXIL
AN elderly lady, of the Ifle of Thanet,

that was inlane, whofe fkin was always
thick, rough, and grealy, owing to an
elephantiafis, for which fhe had gone
through feveral courfes of alterative me-
dicines, alternately confifting of antimo-
nials and mercunals, was {o much dif-
pofed to pediculi in ‘her head and body,
that notwithftanding every attention to
- cleanlinefs, and the repeated ufe of pow-
* der of quick-lime, mercurial lotions, and
liniments, (whicl ferved but as palliatives)
it was impoflible to keep her free from
them for any length of time together.
When fhe was removed by her friends
from motives of ceconomy, this difagree-
able affettion was imputed to negleét in
thofe who had attended her, till the expe-
rience of her relations convinced them
of the injuftice of the cenfure, and that
the imputation was intirely unfounded.

CASE
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tween the fhoulders in the direétion of the
{pine, and three times a day naufeating
dofes of antim. tart. to be given. Ina
few days the feton difcharged' plentifully,
and in lefs than a fortnight every fymp-
tom of mania difappeared. Laxatives-
were recommended, and tonics occafion-
ally given. The feton being fore and
painful, was now dried up, and the iflue
being opened in the fame fituation as be-
fore, the patient has continued well ever
fince. . :

CASE“LXXXIV.

A YOUNG man of refpeétable family
in: the county of Suffex; who had for
fome days felt confiderable pain and un-
eafinefs from an.eryfipelatous eruption on
his face, neck, and back part of his head:
was advifed to foment thofe parts with
forge-water, in° which fome vitriolated’
zinc had been diffolved. Thisoccafioned
a tranflation of the humour to the brain,

and
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which upon the fecond application re-
pelled the eruption, and he was in confe- .
quence foon after attacked with mania
furibunda. In this ftate I found him; his
pulfe was full, hard, and tenfe; his refpi-
ration difficult; his face and eyes tumid
and inflamed, and the febrile impetus ex-
ceflive. I direfted venelettion ad deli-
guium, a velicatory between the fhoulders,
and in the evening. an antimonial emetic,
which not operating as was expetted, pro-
duced a ftool. An emollient clyfter was
given with due effett. His regimen was
chiefly barley-water, panada, and whey;
every {ix hours he took a faline draught,

- with vin. antimoniale and camphorated

julep. On the third day of my attend-
ance I found the patient calm and rea-
{onable ; he had perfpired freely, and hs:
pulfe was reduced nearly to its natural
ftandard; but as he fill complained of a

~ pain in his head and ftomach, I ordered

another emetic and a repetition of the
bleeding, which gave him immediate re-
lief. The emetic, as in, the firlt in-
ftance, operated only by ftool, but in a

Aa few
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A lady who had every {pring and fall
been afflitted with periodical madnefs,
was for {everal days previous to its return
obferved to be more than ordinarily pale
and fallow, with a florid countenance and
heat of the head; and to have a peculiar
look with her eyes, unufual at other times.

A gentleman who had been many years
under my care, and who for fome months
together did not difcover the leaft traits of
a difordered imagination, always became
furious and infane in a few days after a
{light tumefaction and rednefls appeared
on the ciliary glands, attended with fugitive
palenefs,

CUAS BT X X XVATTL
THE wife of A. M. a middle-aged

woman of a delicate conftitution, after
labouring under a train of nervous and
hyfterical affe€tions for more than twelve
months, became intirelylinﬁme, and by
repeated bleedings was {o much debilitated
with extenuation of the whole body, as
to prefent a {pefiacle of mifery and hor-
for. In this evidently reduced ftate of

Aaz the
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the folids, I had recourfe to a proper diet
and medicines beft adapted to the cure of a
relaxed {tate of the folids, preceded by a
: gentle antimonial emetic; bark and uplum
in {mall quantities were given at proper in-
tervals, and continued for fome weeks,
when fhe had confiderably recruited her
ﬂreﬁgt_h, and evinced evident figns of re-
turning reafon, and by a farther perfeve-
rance in thefe remedies, fhe entirely re-
covered her fenfes. It was remarkable
that before herderangement fhe had always
retained an antipathy to opium, but {he
has fince (hewed fuch a fondnefs for the
" ufe of that remedy as to determine her
never to be without it, and on the leaft
fymptom of her former complaint, fhe
has immediate recourfe to 1ts afliftance.

CASES LXXXIX. XC. and XCI.

TI:IAT great and {udden emotions pro-
ceeding from fear and terror are frequent-
ly produttive of an aberration of thought
and reafon,1s fully exemplified in the three

fucceding
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fucceeding cafes, each of which came
under my own knowledge.

In the year 1784, Mr. W. a young
gentleman of genteel and refpectable con-
nexions, was placed very early in life at a
public feminary, where he was fo much
terrified by being locked into a dark.
room by one of his {chool-fellows, out of
a mere frolic, as to lofe his realon, and
he has never fince emerged from a ftate
of the moft deplorable idiotifm.

I. T. the fon of a merchant in London,
about the thirteenth year of his age, was
{o terrified by the appearance of a man
difguifed in a white fheet, for the purpofe
of frightening his fellow-fervants, as to
fall into a ftrong convulfive fit. After
his life had been for many days defpaired
of, he recovered, but never had the pro-
per ufe of his fpeech; he articulated his
words very incoherently, and became
quite an 1diot ; was afflicted with epileptic
fits, and died of them in the fixteenth
year of his age. |

The fon of a counfellor of great ce-

lebrity
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frequent inftances of its having produced
epileply and convulfions, are recorded by
authors of indubitable veracity : and
amongft thofe complicated with infanity
and melancholy, we find the following
cafes in Greeding’s Effays on the Ufe and
Virtue of the Veratrum Album. ¢ J.C. V.
“ a young man, twenty-three years of age,
 was in his eighth year fuddenly fright-
“ ened by a dog, the impreflion of which
« frequently occurred to him in the night;
“ being then always tormented with the
“ idea of being attacked by the animal,
“ he was taken with epileply, which
“ recurred every half year, but which af-
“ ter fome time returned every month;
“ he was allo afflited with borborygmi,
“ want of appetite, and violent head-ache
¢ which difturbed his ret. Weaknels of
“ underftanding and real delirium enfued,
“and continued {everal days together,
“ which {ymptoms after a continuance of
% three weeks were {ucceeded by vertigo.
“ J.C.B.aminer, aged thirty-four, offhort
% ftature, and being of a mufcular, flefhy

“ make,
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tient, the high price of the drug, and the
difficulty of procuring it genuine, have
proved objettions to that extenfive ule of
it which might have teftified the celebrity
which fome authors have afcribed toit, con-
- fidering it as one of the moft powerful an-
tifpafmodics in the whole materia medica.
The late ingenious Dr. Wall, in his
Medical Traéts, has favoured us with the
following accounts, that from the extra-
ordinary fingularity of the relation, are
well deferving a place in this publication.
He obferves, that from the eflicacy of
mufk, in curing delirtum, he conceived it
would be of ufe in curing maniacal dif-
orders. “ I happened,” continued he,
“ about a year and a half ago, to fay {o in
the prefence of a gentleman at Oxford,
whofe {on had been for {fome time exceed-
ingly difordered in his fenfes by a difap-
pointment in love; being unable to{leep, re-
fufing fuftenance, and attempting to throw
himfelf out of the window of a high room
where he was confined. The father begged
of me to give him the medicine, and af-

fured me that he would make ufe of it,
as
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much of the cure might be attributed to
the effefts of this medicine, he does not
take upon him to aflert, as it did not ope-
rate immediately, nor in the ufual man-
ner ; but he mentions this, principally to
fhew that twenty grains of mufk at a dole
had no ill effeét, if it did not produce a
good one.

CASETXCH,

IN May 1793, I was confulted in the
cafe of a patient in the neighbourhood of
C——. She was a young lady of the
moft polite and elegant manners, and dif-
tinguifhed for the moft amiable mildnefs
and complacency of temper. She had
been in a f{tate of nervous languor and
dejettion of [pirits for feveral weeks; fhe
became melancholy, thewed a great aver-
fion to fociety, and a predominant love of
folitude ; every objeét alarmed her mind,
every paflion was tremblingly alive, and
every place defart and forlorn; her heart

was
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her delufion—her corporeal complaints
approached to the hyfteric type. She
had been {ubjeft to an eruption of the
herpetic kind about her breafts, fides, and
the pit of her ftomach. Her tongue was
foul, her pulfe quick and weak, her fkin
pale and dry, and her eyes conftantly
moving. She had perfpired but httle, and
her nights had been paffed without fleep.
After recommending a change of refidence,
prohibiting all intercourfe with her relzge-
ous friend, giving direttions refpetting her
diet, and appointing a proper attendant
to be always about her, I ordered an an-
timonial emetic to clear her ftomach, after
which I prefcribed as follows :

B Mofch. orient optim. 3ijfs.
Mucilag. Gum. Arab. q. s.
Dividend in pilul. xx. capiat ij ter, quaterve in die.

with a draught of camphorated mixture
after each dofe, and to be repeated in the
night, in cafe of herbeing very reftlefs, with
the addition of the fourth part of a grain of
opium to the pills then given; the warm
pediluvium was advifed at bed-time, and

a feton
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nels damped her {pirits, and rendered her
averfe to all thofe lively pleafures which
fafcinate the youthful mind.  The debility
of her frame, and the change of her tem-
per, were not fufficiently attended to in
the early ftages of her convalefcence; the
anxiety of her mind was vifible in the al-
tered features of her face, and fhe was
frequently heard to exprefs a melancholy
regret that fhe had confumed {o many
hours in the frivolous though innocent
amufements of the age. Time increafed
by almoft imperceptible degrees thele
fymptoms of approaching melancholy ;
and they at length exhibited themfelves inx
penitential lamentations of the {in fhe had
committed with refpeét to the moft trifling
attions of her life, and in which no thadow
of offence could poflibly be found. At the
time he was called 1, this fuperftitious me-
lancholy was attended with certain indica-
tions of mental derangement. The diftem-
perclearly originated in theindifpofition of
the body, and the gloomy apprehenfions
which difeafe and pain had introduced in-
to the mind during a period of many
3 months,
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CASE XCIIL

A GENTLEMAN ina military cdpa-
city, who had been under an ill-managed
courfe of mercurials, became infane 1n
1704, and was placed under my care.
His deglutition feemed painful and diffi-
cult; he was fubjett to frequent erufia-
tions ; his eyes were continually moving
with a vibration of the eye-lids ; inceffant
change of puﬁure, great anxiety, and fre-
quent delirium. He had no fever; his
pulfe was hard and ftrong ; his fkin {qua-
Iid, hot, and dry ; he flept but little ; was
inclined to be coftive; {pat about him ir an
indifcriminate manner; often complained
of coldnefs 1n his legs and thighs ; ﬁghﬂd
much ; thought every objeft was on fire;
and was continually rubbing his head with
his hands dipped in water, or any other
liquid that was within his reach. He had
been under a difcipline that had appa-
rently aggravated the diforder, and made
him worfe; a f{yflem of mildnefs was
adopted 1n its ftead, friflion to his legs

Bb and
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‘together with a general yellownels of
the fkin, and particularly in the albugine-
ous coats of his eyes, this delivered him
from all mental perturbation; and the
{ymptoms that had fupervened being re-
moved by bleeding, and an attenuating
diet, he was perfettly re-eftablifhed in his
reafon. But a {econd time relapfing from
a fimilar caufe into the {ame {tate as be-
fore, he was again committed to my care,
in Auguft 1795; when by a proper, al-
terative courfe and regimen, very little
different from what had been ufed before,
after a few weeks, upon the appearance
of the fame cutaneous eruption, the event
proved falutary, and he left my houfe
entirely recovered. \

CASE XCIV.

IT 13 a well-known and eftablifhed fa&,
that intenfity of thought, and long pro-
tracted application of the mind to one
objet, are common caufes of infanity.

Bb 2 A gen-
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light, and the moft gentle coercion. I was
not able to remove his diforder; and in
three months after his admiflion to my
houfe, he died of a heétic fever.

For feveral remarkably fingular cafes
of infanity, from intenfe {tudy, the reader
1s referred to the works of the celebrated
Tiflot. In this cafe the indignation excited
by particular colours 1s not more fingular,
than the terror, fear, and averfion, that
other maniacs exprefls at particular ob-
jects. I have at this time two female
patients of long ftanding, who have both
fuch a rooted enmity to cats, that when-
ever they can feize them they will tear
them to pieces with their hands, nails, or
teeth ; or will bite them through in fome
part or other; fo that the poor animals
coming in their way, {eldom efcape, at leaft
without having their limbs broken or dif-
located. |

A gentleman who was placed under
my care for madnefs, accompanied with
epileptic fits, would at any time if he faw
a large fly, or walp, have a fit; or even if
he heard the buzzing of their wings; and
was {o much terrified if he {faw a child

enter
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enter the door, that he would immediately
fecrete himfelf by creeping under his bed,
or getting under the table. Having once
elpied from his chamber window a child
playing in the ftreet, he ran down ftairs,
and attually got into and hid himfelf in
an oven to avoid the imaginary danger.
In maniacal cafes, combined with afci-
tes'and anafarca, I have found the digitalis
of eflential fervice. And in one cafe of
melancholy, the patient being of a leuco-
phegmatic habit, attended with dyfpncea,
{carcity of urine, difturbed fleep, anafarcous
{wellings, and great alienation of mind, to
the repeated dofes of this excellent medi-
cine, and the occafional application of
crem. tart. this patient entirely owed her
recovery, after many other remedies had
been tried in vain. In one cafe of mania
furibunda, where the abdomen was great-
ly diftended with water, attended with a
perceptible fluttuation from percuflion,
it had been given from one grain to four
“or five in a day, which by increafing
the flow of urine, reduced the abdomen
Eradua‘lly, and with the aflitance of exer-

cilg
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cife and a tonic regimen, this patient re-
ceived an intire cure both in body and
mind. In maniacal affettions the corpo-
real part of the {yftem is fometimes vio-
lently affeted, and {fometimes not at all;
and {o {eldom are mamacs the fubje&s of
dropfy, that in thirty years practice I
never knew one inftance of 1t, except in
the cafes before recited.

CASE XCV.

IN confequence of long-continued vexa-
tion from a feries of misfortune, a young
man, refpectably allied, of {trong hereditary
predifpofition to mania, in the county of
Suffolk, became furioufly infane, and for
fome weeks was treated with the moft
rigorous coercion that could be admi-
niftered. The fpouting pot had been fre-
quently ufed both for his food and medi-
cine; a prattice in itlelf fo painfully un-
pleafant, that it ought never to be adopted
if it can poflibly be avoided, as it feldom

produces
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mealures, where the cales will admit of it.
I likewife have the fatisfaétion to add, that
management and proper government un-
der fuch unfortunate circumftances 1s often
more to be depended on than medicine;
but when both are judicioufly and hu-
manely blended, the patient has always
the beft chance of recovery.

Having {poken againft the prattice of
Spouting, T {hall only add, that in two in-
ftances of long-continued obflinate refufal
of aliment, where the conflant ufe of the
pot was advifed, by which fome liquid food
was forced into the ftomach, the reftraint
and ' violence attending the procels m-
crealed the maniacal {fymptoms, and not-
withftanding this and every other method
that could be devifed, they were {o tena-
cious in their rejection of food, that after
fome weeks both the patients died of mere
inanition ¥, | A

CASE

* In fome cafes of obftinate abitinence, where the
lives of the patients have been in imminent danger from
Jfamine,1 havebeen well informed by a praéitioner, whofe
peculiar province affords him frequent opportunities of

feeing patients in all the different {tages of mania, that
he has found nothing {ucceed better than ftrong drafic

P‘H?'gt'.'i
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to his bufinels, I commenced the cure with
an emetic, and afterwards gave him half a
grain of calomel every night and morn-
ing, the effefts of which were vifible af-
ter the fifth day. Eleétricity was now
adopted at intervals ; and in a fhort time
he recovered the natural excretion of his
bowels, and 1n lefs than fix weeks after his
reafon and the ufe of his limbs, {o as to
be able to attend to his bufinels as ufual,

CASE XCVIL
IN May 1795, I vifited Mr. A. H. rather

tall in {tature, of an. atrabilarious com-
plexion, about thirty-eight years of age,
who for {everal years paft<had been fub-
jett to an exudatio pone aures, which had
appeared periodically every {pring and
fall for {everal years, and generally
continued for the fpace of fix or eight
weeks ; but the {pring was now far ad-
vanced without the leaft fign of its ufual
concomitant, and for fome time before
I faw him he had been inattentive to his

ufual
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1 direéted twelve ounces of blood to be
taken from the arm, which, when cold,
was covered with a yellow cruft, and af-
forded but little ferum. On the follow-
1ing day an emetic, confifting of two grains
of antimonium tartarifatum, and one
ounce of vinum ipecacuanha, was given,
which brought away a great quantity
of dark-coloured bile; the kah tartar.
was next adminiftered in the quantity
of fix drachms in barley-water, and a
blifter was applied to the back, and
kept open for more than a fortnight;
but this producing no good effet, was then
dried up, and foon afterwards fucceed-
ed by a {feton pafled between the fhoul-
ders in the direttion of the fpine, that
difcharged very copioufly ; and cooling
aperients being given occafionally, the
maniacal appearances gradually receded,
and the patient in a few weeks becoming
quiet and governable, and recovering his
former fenfes, his attendant was only con-
tinued with him as a companion for fome
time, and then totally dilmiffed, An

lue
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vociferation, and diforderly inconfiftence
of ideas fupervening, the cafe became
manifeftly maniacal.

- When I vifited her fhe appeared fad
and thoughtful, and relutantly anfwered
to any queftion I propofed; and when {he
did {peak, it was with a quick and fudden
agitation. Her eyes rolled, and the face
was convulfed. She was fubjett to hyl-
teric ftrangulation, {palmodic panting,
fluthing of the face, and four eructation,
and had phlogiftical blotches on feveral
parts of her body. After an emetic, opi:
um combined with the feetid gums and
fteel, were prefcribed. To remove the
fpafmodic conflriction, the vapour-bath
was recommended and ufed, as well as
manu and pediluvium, upon the principles.
of revulfion, and a {feton was opened znter
Jfeapulas in the direttion of the {pine; and
by a ftri€t perfeverance in a neceffary
courle of diet, under the unremitting care
and moft excellent management of a con-~
fidential fervant, fhe gradually recovered
a perfett reftoration of health and reafon,

and has continued well ever {ince.
CASE
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tafte and hearing were both much impair-
ed, withapepfia, hyfteric ftrangulation, and
vain efforts to vomit. She was very fre-
quently {ubjet to an uncommon gurgling
of the bowels; her eye-lids were puffed,
red, and inflamed; fhe often complained
of feeing red 1mages before her eyes; her
delirium ofien rofe to fury; and fhe had
an accumulation of blood, with hardnefs,
inflammation, and tenfion in the left
brealt, to which a {uppurating cataplafm
was immediately applied ; and as fhe had
often fruitlefs retchings to vomit, an eme-
tic was exhibited, and repeated every other
evening {ucceffively to the third time.
The hair was cut off, and the crown of
her head fhaved, which was {ometimes
rubbed with a flefh brufh, previous to a
fomentation of" acetated {pirits of wine
with camphor. A {uppuration of the
affetted breaft gave vent to a confiderable
difcharge of coagulated blood and pus;
and the pulfe being in a ftate to bear the:
operation, venefettion was ordered, and
repeated as occafion required. Soluble tar-
tar in barley-water was given at intervals,

£.C as
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foftened and his turbulence afluaged by
the mufic of a guitar, to which at other.
times he paid but little attention. And
this in many other inftances has frequently
occurred, even where the mind has been
deprefled and {unk into the deepelt abyfs
of melancholy; as 1s evinced by many
paffages of Scripture, and well expreffed
by a very ingenious bard of modern cele-
brity, in the following lines:

¢¢ All-powerful harmony, that can afluage
¢ And calm the forrows of the frenzied wretch,

¢ Tl lull'd by thy enchanting grateful numbers
¢ He throws quite off the burthen that opprefs’d him.”

‘When I was con{ulted in his cafe, he com-
plained very much of tenfion and hard-
nefs in the left hypochonder, for which I
ordered the abdominal fibres and mulcles
on that fide to be frequently rubbed with
olive oil ftrongly impregnated with cam-
phor. The head was fhaved and bathed
with vinegar -and camphor, and the
fhower-bath was uled every night and
morning for the {pace of fix weeks; but
finding no good effett from this prattice,
andas emetics and blifters had before been

LG 2 repeat-
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foul ; her voice was low, languid, flow,
and faltering, and fhe articulated very
indiftinétly ; her face was pale and wan;
her appette for food was obliterated ; fhe
would often fetch deep involuntary fighs,
or emit {creams and ejaculations, and then
laugh, fing, and talk alternately; her
tongue and {kin were dry, her fleep was
fhort and interrupted, her menftruation
deficient and painful ;!hf_:r tafte, fmell, and
hearing were impaired; fhe was {ubje&t
to borborygmi, with vain efforts to vomit;
her eye-lids were tumid and red; fhe
would often bite her nails to the quick,
and invincibly refule all kind of fufte-
nance, except tea or water, and thofe in
the fmalleft quantities. In this deplorable
extremity, her eyes deep funk in their
fockets, her cheeks miferably contraéted,
her neck bent forward and bowed with
wretchednefs; her looks exprefﬁvﬁ of all
that {ettled gloom of melancholy, and that
corroding care, which confume with per-
petual anguifh; fhe continued near a
month after I had feen her, when the .

blefling
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and delicate frame, notwithftanding the
united endeavours. of mylelf and many
other medical pra&ition&rs, he fell a viétim
to his ill-fated paffion, and died tabid in
the twenty-feventh year of his age.

£ A S E NCH,

A GE NTLEMAN in a military capaci-
ty, much efteemed by his acquaintance for
the brilliancy of his underftanding and the
affability of his manners, in the beginning
of February 1798, became deeply fmitten
with the charms of a young lady of {upe-
rior fortune and ftation in life, who having
rejefted his addrefles with difdain, and
foon after married to another, he became
gloomy, penfive, and low-{pirited ; {hun-
ned {ociety, negleéted his drefs, and all
the duties of his ftation. Infurmountable
dejettion foon after followed, which ter-
minated 1n confirmed infanity. He had
an uncommon gloominefs of countenance,

and
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and a falfe conception of the nature of his
own {pecies, fancying himfelf fometimes
one amimal and fometimes another, ha-
rafled by the corrofion of mental pain,
and finking under the weight of defpond-
ence, he had twice attempted to put an
end to his exiftence, but both proving
ineffettual, he was the more clofely watch-
ed and attended to.

By a near relation of his who applied to
me, the cafe was very accurately ftated as
above, and I was further informed that for
{fome time before the beginning of his pre-
{ent complaint, he had frequently been fub-
jeét to eruptions of the fcorbutic kind, for
which, by the advice of a phyfician, he
had an iffue in his arm that had been
dried up; and as thofe eruptions had not
re-appeared for a confiderable time, I was
induced to diret a feton between the
fhoulders, which foon after took place,
combined with every medical afliftance
that could be thought of ; but I was dif~
appointed 1n the hopes of relieving him,
as he became more and more debilitated,

both
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both in body and mind, and at length died
in the phrenfy of defpair.

Innumerable are the fatal inltances of
human reafon, fubjugated by the irreiifti-
ble power and force of ill-regulated and
ill-requited love *, which in its more pure
and tranquil flate, 1s the moft propitious
gift of heaven,

* This was peculiarly exemplified in the cafe of the
late unfortunate Mr. William Thweed, who died at
Hoxton in April laft. He was aman of a moft unble-
mithed charafter, and of a temper remarkably mild.
In the early part of his life he became enamoured of a
young lady, the daughter of a clergyman near Bedford,
whom he loved with the warmeft enthufiafm ; but from
fome difagreements in fettling the preliminaries of their
marriage between their parents, the match was broken
off, and all further intercourfe between the lovers for-
bidden. A cruel mandate, that was borne by the lady
with coldnefs and indifference. The coldnels of one
whom he fo tenderly loved, and the difappointment he
experienced, when his hopes were in their zenith, had
fo powerful an effect upon his {pirits, that his intelleéts
became difordered, and he was for {everal years, at in-
tervals, in a {tate of infanity, which gaining upon him
for the laft ten years of his life, he became a melan-

choly inhabitant of the receptacle for lunatics, where
he died.

The
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C A S'E“CIV.
A MONG the various {pecies of mania,

we find no one more fingularly curious
than that wherein the patient knows,
feels, and laments his own pitiable {tate
of mind, of which I prefume there are
few more f{triking inftances than thofe
which follow. A few years ago, Mr.
J- W. an eminent bookfeller in Fleet-
Street, the fon of a celebrated divine and
mathematician, whofe uncommon parts
and more uncommon learning, were more
than equalled by his fingular and very
extraordinary charater. The fon very
liberally inherited his father’s talents, nor
was the flatus hypochondrifi without its
fhare in his patrimony; and as he in-
tenfely felt, and could defcribe and con-
ceive the degradation of his underftanding
as defcending from paternal effet, the ap-
pellation of /enfible madnefs may perhaps
notimproperly be allowed as a diftinétion to
this clals of mania. He naturally poffefled
a tender texture of the nervous fyftem,

which
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which as he knew the influence of his dif.
order was fo powerful as to defiroy all
hopes of remedy, foon reduced him to
a habit of anxiety, vexation, and dif-
gult; yet he could pretty regularly at-
tend to the ordinary duties and cere-
monies of life ; Dbey the ufual {olici-
tations to the mnatural excretions, the
feafonable returns of reft and {leep, and
the other demands of cuftom, nature, and
decency, with due decorum and regu-
larity ; but at intervals he was low,
dejeéted, and tormented and perplexed
with the moft diftrefling and melancholy
thoughts and ideas. Every medical aid
was adminiftered in vain; change of refi-
dence and dietetic regimen afforded but
temporary relief, and there frequently was
fuch a ftruggle between his own natural
good fenfe, and the falfe {uggeftions he la-
boured under, asto make him exclaim in the
agonizing anxiety of his mental fufferings,
“ That he poffefled the mens confcia relir,
and yet was totally unhappy and uncom-
fortable in himfelf; that he knew the feeds

of that dreadful malady he inherited, to be
{a
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{o deeply rooted in his conftitution, as not
to admit the moft forlorn hope of relief;
that in vain he turned away from the
world,, and fought folitary feclufion, for
there he was in danger from his own
milerable feelings of being tempted to
felf-deftruétion ; that his circumftances he
knew by his own induftry to be ealy, and
even affluent; that he had an internal
conviétion of a merciful and good Creator,
and that there was a ftate of future retri-
bution, and yet that he could not diveft
himfelf of the firm belief that he fhould
become the viétim of eternal punifhment,
and that he was attually under the domi-
nion of evil invifible agents; that although
he knew of no harm he had ever done to
any one, yet it often involuntarily occur-
red to his mind, that there were people
who confpired againft his life, and who
only waited for a fit opportunity to mur-
der him; that he knew his wife and family
to be good and amiable, devoted to his
intereft, and perfonally attached to him
by duty and inclination, and yet his men-
tal inquietude was {uch that he could not

help
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CTASTECOY.

L0 the beginning, of April a700:iMe:
C. W. a perfon of refpeétability in the
fervice of the navy, came and addreffed
me in perfon with great gravity and com-
pofure, on the cafe of a gentleman of his
acquaintance, whom a lunatic ancefiry, he
faid, had at intervals expoled to the
grievous attacks of mental perturbation
and derangement. He very emphatically .
defcribed his friend as a man of good na-
tural and acquired endowments, and of -
an open, gay, convivial difpofition, ex-
cept when affetted by nervous languor
and dejection, from the fad thoughts of
his hereditary misfortune, the imprellion
of which produced an allay to every en-
joyment, and often inducéd a peevifh and
petulant caft of temper; cauled him to
neglect the duties of his profeflion, and
frequently to fly from f‘DCiEtY:. that his
nerves were irritable, and eafily affetted
by the moft trifling occurrence ; that he
was unable to fupport himfelf indepen-

dently
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was particularly diftrefled by the fympa-
thies of his friends, more than by any
other circumftance whatever, and could
not refift the propenfity of affronting
them, when through courtefly or commi-
feration they offered him either advice or
afliftance, though at the fame time he
knew it proceeded from the pureft and
moft difinterefted motives of pity and
friendfhip ; that he was at times fo fearful
of meeting a human being, that he has
been often known to thut himfelf up for
hours, and even nights and days, to hide
the anguifh of his internal forrows: and
that his antipathy to mankind increafes to
fuch a degree, that without any thing
naturally rancorous in his mind and dif-
pofition, or indeed the leaft habitual ha-
tred to his own {pecies, except what was
imperioufly impofed by his difeafed per-
ception, he fancies himfelf in great dan-
ger of becoming a complete mifanthro-
pilt; in fhort, added he, the alarming
progrefs of his conftitutional malady is
fuch, and he {o fenfibly feels the progref-
fively melancholy depredation of his own

D d under-



403 ANNALS OF INSANITY,

underftanding, that there is not a wifh of
his heart that affords him half the folace as
that of the privation of life, fince he feels
himfelf {o totally loft to every relifh of the
world, and its enjoyment.”

Having finithed this recital, hedelivered
to me a written paper, containing the fub~
ftance of the foregoing narrative, burftinto
tears, wrung his hands, and acknowledged
himfelf to be the unhappy patient whole
ftate of mind he had fo affeétingly de-
fcribed. Aflonifhed at this difclofure, I
endeavoured to infufe the belief that .
his cale admitted of cure, at leaft of
fome certain palliation from medical
afliftance; that his anxiety, languor,
and defpondency, were more the effeéls
of weak and relaxed nerves, the tender
texture of which had been wounded by
his own difeafed imagination, than of that
inherent intelleftual affeftion, which had
too powerfully forced itlelf upon his
mind, as the caufe of his wounded and
afflicted {pirit, This, though a mere co-
louring, appeared to have afforded fome
returning hope to the heart of this truly
unfortunate man, whem I difmiffed with

the
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the flrongeft injunétions to comply with
{fuchadviceand prefcriptions as I had given
him, and with confidence to look forward
to the {peedy removal of his mental {uffer-
ings, and the perfett enjoyment of health of
body and peace of mind. But by a letter
received in December laft, I found it
mmpoflible to eradicate the thorn which
rankled i his heart, the intellettual poi-
fon being of too virulent and corrofive a
nature to be mitigated either by advice
or medieine ; and much praife is due'to' the
timely interpofition of his friends, which
has fince prevented the unhappy inheritor
of this dreadful calamity from becoming

a vittim on the altar of felf-deftrution.
The learned and excellent author of
Solitude, whom I have before quoted,
{peaking of the mind labouring. under the
grievous preflure of melancholy and de-
jettion, judicioufly. obferves, that the
{ecreey and filence with which perfons of
this delcription- ufually conceal the pahgs
that torture their minds, is among the
moft dangerous fymptoms of the difeale.
It i1s not, indeed, ealy to hide from the
pda2 anxious
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anxious and penetrating eye of real friend-
fhip the feelings of the heart; but to the
carelefs and indifferent multitude of com-
'mon acquaintances, the countenance may
wear the appearance not only of compo-
fure, but even of gaiety, while the foul
1s inwardly {uffering the keeneft anguifh
of unutterable woe; and as a cafe in point,
gives the following curious anecdote.

The celebrated Carlini, a French aétor
of great merit, and in high reputation
with the public for the life, whim, frolic,
and vivacity with which he nightly enter-
tained the Parifian audiences, applied to
a phyfician to whom he was not perfon-
ally known, for advice, and reprefented
to him, that he was {ubjett to attacks of
the deepeft melancholy. The phyfician
advifed him to amufe himfelf by {cenes of
pleafure, and particularly diretted him to
frequent the Italian comedy, “for,” faid
he, “your diftemper muft be rooted in-
deed, if the aéting of the lively Carline does
not remove it.” ¢ Alas !” exclaimed the
unhappy patient, “ I am the very Carling

whom you recommend me to fee; and
' while
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of cales, eleétricity has afforded but a
partial or temporary reliet at beft, yet in
the three following inftances it muft be
allowed to have effe€ted a total cure.

CASE "CVI.

MRS. E. W. was reduced to a miferable
flate of melancholy from the death of her
hufband: fhe had for many months tried
every method of cure without effeét. On
the 11th of March 1792, the was com-
mitted to my care and management, with-
out any very fanguine hope of relief.
As elettricity was the only probable
means left untried, foon after her admifs
fion I began with it in the moft fimple
form; proceeded next to elettric friction,
and after a few days pafled fome eleétric
fhocks through the cranium, which I con-
tinued once in a day for nearly a month,
when fhe appeared confiderably better in
every refpett, and was capable of drefling
and undrefling herfelf, and began to feed

her(elf,
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watchfulnefs, {carcely being able to obtain
an hour’s {leep for eight-and-forty hours
together. He had been bliftered, cupped
with and without {carification, ufed both
the cold and warm bath, taken purges,
antimonial emetics, been bled, had a {eton
between the fhoulders, taken opium, bark,
fteel, joined with aromatics; and to ule
the words of his father, had “been drenched
and fleeped to the chin in medicine, to no
Jort of purpofe” |
He was placed with me the latter end

of September 1794, when having no
chance left but eleétricity, I had immedi-
ate recourfe thereto, by applying the elec-
tric frition to his head, his body,and extre-
mities, daily for the fpace of three weeks;
at the end of which he became tolerably
converfant, and could affift himfelf in the
natural demands of nature, which he had
been unable to do for a confiderable time
paft; he got more {leep than ufual, and
was obferved to perfpire when in bed,
elpecially towards morning. Encouraged
by this alteration for the better, 1 ad-
vanced in my procefs, and proceeded to
pals
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pals gentle fhocks through the head, pre-
vioully covered with flannel. Thefe were
gradually increafed till his {pirits became
uniform ; he could walk about by himfelf,
find amufement in reading and writing,
and decently acquit himfelf at table with
the family. In lefs than three months
his anxiety and diftre(s of mind were en-
tirely obliterated, and on returning home
foon after Chriftmas, by feeking agreeable
company, various recreations, and fre-
quent change of refidence, and entirely
relinquifhing that intenfe application to
ftudy, and fedentary kind of life to which
he had been too much habituated before
his illnefs, has had no return of his

complaint,

CASE CVIII.

MRS. S. foon after a painful parturi-
tion of twins, who died foon after their
birth, ‘became greatly troubled with the
milk fever, which, by the means of diapho-

retics,
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retics, gentle evacuations, and proper topi-
cal applications, terminated 1n a few days
after its commencement ; but {oon after-
wards {he was obferved to be very differ-
ent in her ations and behaviour to what
fhe had been before her lying-in, and
betrayed {lrong {ymptoms of mental de-
rangement, which gradually increafed to
confirmed melancholy, with all its horrid
train of fears, forrows, and defpondencies.
She had a diftafte and diflike to every
thing, frequently not fpeaking a word in
a whole night and day together, never
taking the ufual notice of either her huf-
band or children, nor paying the lealt at-
tention to her houfehold concerns. Great
laflitude, lofs of {trength, and obftinate cof-
tivenefs followed, for which the ufual laxa-
tives were given, and the beft medical ad-
vice adminiftered ; but getting no better,
early in May laft {he was fent to my houfe,
The {oluble tartar was given to relieve
her coftivenefs, and eletricity occurring to
me as the moft likely effe@ive means to
be of fervice to her, in a few days after
her admiffion, I began with fimple eleétri-
fication,
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