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J2 MEDICAL HISTORY

opposite qualities of this plant, places peculiar
ditficulties in the way of such as are fond of
attempting the unavailing labour of explain-
mg the peculiar mode  of ‘action of different
remedies.

In the first volume of Dr, Fenntar’s Me-
dical  Histories and Reflections, which was
published in 1792, are contained four cases
of active Hamorrhage from the Lungs, in
which the Dicrraris produced decided be-
nefit. It was given in infusion and in gra-
dually increased doses ; and in all these cases
it effected th&,réductiﬂn of the plI]SE,.‘.;':’itll
which view it was prescribed. In this volume
also are detailed twenty-four histories of
Dropsy, in-about one half of which the Digi-
TALTs proved efficacious; several of the others
were not relieved by any medicine afterwards
prescribed ; and some of them laboured under
organic disease. "The diuretic and narcotic
effects of this plant suggested it's use to Dr.
Ferr1aRr in Mania also, but f‘it never sus-

‘ pended the appearances of insanity for a
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¢ moment,” dlthough it was made to excite

naunsed.

The second vdlume of this useful work,
which appeared in 1795, contains also several
cases of dropsy : but the result of Dr. FErR1AR'S
experience was not very encouraging; and
particularly in this volume, from whatever
tause, his success was perhaps inferior to what
may generally be expected from the exhibition
of this témedy in dropsical cases, by so accu-
rate an observer. The result of his practice
tith this medicine, taken from a review of the
cases in both volumes, is thus estimated :—-
“ Drerraris has been given in twenty-nine
““ cases, of which eleven were cured ; seven
¢ died ; two were relieved ; and nine were not
““ relieved. -—While Cream of Tartarsucceeded
““in thirty-three cases, out of forty-three.”
In this volume there is no account of the ex-

hibition of the DicrTaris in diseases of in-

creased activity, except what is contained in

a note at p. 18.—*“ I have repeatedly stopped
‘“ the progress of incipient Consumptions, by
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in several cases of Mania, and in two of

Hamorrhage *.

From this time, until the publication of Dr.
Beppogs’'s Contributions to Physical and
Medical Knowledge, in 1799, the DiciTaLis
appears again to have been overlooked, Dr.
Darwix indeed (Zoonomia, vol. 2d, p. 291),
mentions it's use in Consumption, but with
little commendation ; and he informs us that
the case related in the Medical Transactions,
and supposed to have been cured by this
medicine, ended fatally, He here also recom-
mends it in dropsical affections. This cele«
brated Physician, however, seems not to have
retained his former partiality for the remedy,
from which, in effusions of water into the
cavities of the chest especially, he had for-
merly experienced such decided benefit : for
he asks, speaking of Hydrops Thoracis, ‘‘ Is
““ it ever cured by making the patient sick by

“ tincture of Dicitaris?” It may indeed

* Memoirs of the Medical Society of London, val. 4,
art, 2d.
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HY DROTHORAX. 175

* From a review of the symptoms of this
case, I had no doubt of it’s being Hydro-
thorax ; and being acquainted with the event
of Mr. TiLNEY's case, I determined to give
the Dicrraris a fair trial. I made an infu-
sion of a drachm of the dried leaves in half a
pint of water, of which I directed her to take
a table-spoonful every six hours ; and which,
after a few doses, was increased to a table-
spoonful and half at a time. After her conti-
nuing the medicine for 48 hours, it produced
considerable giddiness and nausea; and she
then voided a large quantity of urine, which
she continued to do, particularly during the
night, for a week, when she was completely
relieved of the Dyspncea and all her distressing
symptoms ; and could walk and attend to her
business with more ease than she had been

able to do for the last two years.

‘“ About 2 month back, she had a slight re-
turn of the difficulty of breathing, which was
removed by the infusion in two or three days,





















































































































214 APPENDTX, NO. IT.

TALIS in combination with other remedies,
he observed, “ He never prescribed such de-

““leterious drugs; that he once ordered it,
“and that it killed his patient 1"

I confidently look forward to the period
when this valuable medicine will completely
triumph over the obstacles which prejudice
and ignorance have hitherto opposed to it’s
'prﬂgfess.; and doubt not but your work will
contribute to the attainment of this desirable
object. You know my sentiments of it ; and
you know what I have done with it, as well as
my intentions, which, ded volenté, 1 trust may
be -accom};ﬁshﬂd ere many months.elapse. —
Sincerely wishing you success in all your
undertakings, believe me to be

Very faithfully and truly your’s,
L. MacLEAN,

Dr. H' amilton.
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