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tinea; Celsus of two kinds of area; Turner
of three sorts of tinea. Sennertus calls this
disease tinea capillorum. Dr. Willan
makes use of the terms porrigo, scald-
head, or honey-comb scab ; and psoriasis
and pityriasis, for a complaint that some-
times terminates in the true porrigo.

But tinea, or ringworm of the head,
appears to be a term now used to express
a contagious disease of the scalp; in which
the hairs fall off, and which is sometimes
accompanied with ulceration.

As this separation of the hairs of the
scalp has been considered by the gene-
rality of medical practitioners as necessary
to constitute ringworm of the head; and
as 1t 1s intended, in the present work to be
established as the characteristic symptom
of tinea capitis contagiosa; 1 have been
induced thus particularly, and circum-
stantially to dwell on its explanation: and
I flatter myself with the hope of being
able to demonstrate satisfactorily, that the




























































































































































o —

[ % 3

skin during childhood, and which are the
consequence of irritation.”

During dentition he first mentions the
rash called the red-gum, which appears up-
on the skin of infants soon after their birth,
and may be considered beneficial; *for the
blood being carried to the skin takes off
every improper determination to important
parts, and prevents more serious disease.
Sometimes pustules form, and terminate in
scabs.

“There are other eruptions which form
very extensive and unpleasant scabs;
they break out upon the corners of the
mouth, and on the neck. Sometimes they
begin upon the forehead, and spread over
part of the scalp, thus forming large loose
scabs which drop off, but are soon suc-
ceeded by others. These scabs, however,
leave no scar, and are to be considered
only troublesome and not dangerous*.”

i §
# ¢ Ta wraria fabnpale ¥ waw rumepedse.’
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These observations of Boerhaave were
not the momentary conceptions of his
imagination, as the same principles will be
found in other passages of his works to
be the deductions of close reasoning upon
practical facts. Thus he says, alluding
to the digestive organs, ‘ any one of
these viscera being obstructed, the rest
partake of the disorder, whence it is that "
a disease in these parts has by the an-
cients been called Aypocondriacal, in re-
lation to all the viscera seated immediately
below the false ribs, without any dis-
tinction of the liver, spleen, &c. Among
a thousand cases of acute diseases there is
hardly one perfect cure to be alledged
either of a dropsy, jaundice, or splenetic
disorder; and even among various chro-
nical diseases, there is hardly one whose
principal seat or cause is not in the liver;
for the medicines which are destined to
open obstructions of the liver are obliged
to take a very long and circuitous course
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Since this communication I have paid
particular attention to the sympathetic
affection of this vessel, which I have uni-
formly found in a greater or less degree

after which, still persevering in the same system, we had daily
and evident proofs of the secretion of bile, which continued
for some time to pass off in an inspissated, though not in
an acrimonious state, asthe patient never complained of pain
or heat in voiding it. 'When this alteration took place in
the evacuations, the pulse was observed to recover its na-
tural standard, and the rest of the morbid symptoms to sub-
side, His appetite was good, and he was gradually returning
to his usual habits of life, but, in consequence, we sus-
pected, of taking cold, he became instantaneously speechless,
attended with a paralytic affeétion, entirely including the
right side, which rapidly advancing, in the course of a
few hours, totallv deprived him of the use of his rightarm and
leg. His pulse was not much affefted in the number of its
strokes, though it was irregular every tenth beat ; his counte-
nance was highly jaundiced, his urine high coloured, tongue
much furred, breath fetid, and the fieces nearly in the same
state as on the former attack. On examining the right
hvpocondrium, a considerable fulness was distinguished, and
his countenance expressed uneasiness when a forcible pres-
sure was made along the course of the right lobe of the liver.
His intellect did not appear to partake of the paralysis, as
we were able to distinguish by his signs, that he compre-
hended every question that was put to him; neither did he
give us any intimation of his suffering head-ache, deficiency
of sight, or sickness.

In this alarming and highly aggravated relapse, it was de-
rermined, on Dr. Ainslie’s arrival, (having succeeded to a
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either to society, or to the profession in ge-
neral, from using a multiplicity of terms,
I trust that such an omission will not be
construed into a fastidious rejection of any
particular epithets, as it arises solely from
the desire of éurta.iling and simplifying
the cutaneous nomenclature.

Having stated my plan of classifi-
cation, it will be expected that some en-
quiry be instituted into the treatment of
those appearances which are arranged
under the different heads; and although it
i1s with considerable hesitation that such
an investigation is attempted, yet I feel it
necessary to offer some practical remarks
upon the nature and treatment of the
cutaneous diseases and affections which it
includes, in explanation of the motives
that induced me to enter upon an under-
taking which militates so materially
against those cutaneous arrangements

that have hitherto appeared before the
publie,

















































































































































































































































































































































































