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AN OPEN LETTER
SIR MOSES MONTEFIORE, BARONEIL,

ETC., ETC., ETC.

[ Transfated from the Original Hebrew, )

By the help of the Eternal; praised be His name !

JERUSALEM, the Holy City

{May it zoon be rebuilt and restored to its
former glory),

SUNDAY, the 22nd of Tamooz, 5635.
22nd of July, 1875.

To Sk Moses MoxnTeriorg, Bart, ete., ete., ete., our
faithful protector. May yvour entrance this day
into our Holy City of Jerusalem be for Peace ;

may your own arrival and that of your friends
be blest !

SIR,

Your seventh visit to the Holy Land has opened, as
it were, our eyes, so as to be able to behold the purity of
your intense love to the Holy Land, and to your Brethren
the people of the Lord, who dwell therein, to much greater
advantage than we ever did before. All your former pil-










6

which the name of God might be profaned ; and, such being
the case, no honour dare be shown to any one, however high
his rank may be ; and although we are fully aware that there
are in this instance three serious considerations, which ought
to have restrained us from troubling you, Sir: 1st. The im-
propriety of oceasioning you the labour, at your advanced
age, of going and examining everything yourself; 2nd.
The wrong of inflicting upon you the trouble, which we our-
selves felt, on hearing certain painful remarks, which, un-
fortunately, we shall be obliged to introduce in the course
of the refutation we purpose to make; 3rd. The deep regret
we feel in causing a document to emanate from our hands,
containing expressions of disrespect towards a gentleman, of
whom we should never have thought it possible (for we fully
believed him to be an upright and most honourable man) that
he would issue such an imperfect Report as the one in ques-
tion proved to be ; and it is impossible to make an apology
for him by supposing he might have signed the document
without knowing the contents thereof.

However this may be, we, on our own part, having in
vain endeavoured to find a reasonable cause for his act, so as
to justify him, deem ourselves now, for the sake of our in-
tense love for Jerusalem, and the cause of truth, as well as
for the sake of our fervent desire to prove the radiant inno-
cence of the Holy City, perfectly free to disregard all the
above considerations.

Our intentions are not, God forbid, to cause disrespect to
be thrown on that generous gentleman, the author of the
Report in question; our object is only to vindicate the
honour of Jerusalem and its inhabitants, consisting of thou-
gands of most worthy men, observing the Law, cleaving unto
the Eternal our God.
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The author of the Report did not gnard his words, and,
moreover, published statements which he had only heard
from persons who despised the word of God, and who
would not even afford him the opportunity of seeing any-
thing that was good; it was that unfortunate eirecumstance
which has cansed us to step out from our usual sphere of
action and trouble you with our request, to listen attentively
to the subject we have now to bring before you.

We now proceed (as we have stated before) to copy the
paragraphs in question as taken from the Report, and to
rive to each of them the reply it requires.

— Private and Confidential.”

Such is the heading of the Report, and for all that, it was
published, and became a matter of discussion with editors
of periodicals, whose object appears to have been to cause
trouble and vexation to all those who fear the Lord, and
uphold His Law. The reason why that private communi-
cation became thus unintentionally revealed to the publie,
may perhaps be discerned in a statement made by our
revered teachers (Ethies ch. 4, Mishna IV), “whosoever pro-
taneth the name of God in secret,” they say, “whether in-
advertently or presumptuously, satisfaction will be demanded
of him in publie.”

"2)3 BB Pyl Snba De oy Somon 53
rown Soma oM i am

IL—* In eompliance with the desire expressed
by various Members of the Jewish Board of
Deputies in London, T beg to lay before your
Committee the result of the investigation made by
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me in Jerusalem, in connection with N. N, as to
the condition of the Jewish inhabitants, and a
statement of the impressions we received. The
time spent in Palestine was fifteen days, which
were almost entirely devoted to the Jewish
quarter of Jerusalem.”

It is well known to all travellers who visit Jerusalem
with the intention of exploring the place, that fifteen days’
time will scarcely suffice for seeing the ruins and ancient spots
around the Holy City, far less for making all the necessary
enquiries regarding the state and condition of the inhabi-
tants thereof Besides, there is another matter not quite
clear. The writers of the Report made, during their stay in
the Holy Land, several journeys;they went frem Jaffa to
Jerusalem, from Jerusalem to the Jordan, and returned
again from Jerusalem toJaffa. The time necessary for these
Jjourneys is five days, consequently there only remained for
their enquiry ten days; taking away from these ten days
five, in which the heavy falls of snow and rain prevented
their going out of the house, and the time taken up by
walking from one place to the other, we ask, when had they
time to make all their enquiries ? They could only have
done so just as they walked along the street, taking the
information from the shop-keepers and hawkers, but we
shall speak on this subject more particularly as we
proceed.

We maintain, moreover, that they have taken their in-
formation not in a Jewish, but in a Missionary Street, in
the Hotel kept by the Convert Ornstein, a house into which
many who feared the Lord would not enter, and those few
who did, out of respect to the travellers could not remain
there long,.
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business or trade, even of those who study in the Colleges—
most of them seek a livelihood by their manual exertions.
There are many tradespeople and shop-keepers among them
—there are mechanics of every deseription—there are por-
ters among both the Portuguese and German congregations.
You yourself must have seen them, Sir Moses, on your arri-
val in the Holy City, when all your Iuggage was brought
into the house by both German and Portuguese porters,

On referring to the statistical accounts which we are
told are already deposited in the library of your College in
Ramsgate, and to those we shall have the honour of hand-
ing unto you, previous to your leaving the Holy City, you
will find that there was searcely one person who would not
be most anxious to secure the maintenance of himself and
family by some occupation or other. True, there is no
market for the work or produce of the land ; nevertheless
there is not a soul who would not try to maintain himself by
the work of his hands,

XIIT.—* The work is very badly paid, and
there is very little or no inclination among many
of the inhabitants to raise themselves above their
present degraded condition.”

Who is the wise man that will understand the connection
of the several links in this statement ? What connection is
there between the work being badly paid and the inclination
to work ? Here, in this statement also, in addition to
the fact of its having no foundation in truth, is a contra-
diction to what the Reporters themselves state in a later

paragraph.

There they say, referring to our Brethren in Jerusalem,
B
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Here, again, we have to observe, not only do the Reporters
state what is contrary to truth, but they even contradiet
their own words. In Par. XXII. they say, “ It is greatly to be
regretted that the highly-esteemed medical attendant can-
not devote the whole of his time to Jewish requirements.”
In the statement now before us, they assert, that the
doctor is sent for on aceount of poverty, not illness. The
fact is, “ they have bent their bows of attack like an enemy.”
It appears, as if their object had only been, in the words of
the prophet, “to destroy the wall of the daughter of Zion,
and those who enter her gates; thus they have seen for her
but vain things.” It is incomprehensible to us, how a man
who passes by the name of “Israel” could feel a desire to
suck, as it were, the blood of innocent persons and “laugh
at the trial of the guiltless!”

There we may see the patients, at the time when they
assemble in hosts at the entrance of the Hospital, gnawing
from pain their flesh with their teeth, until they are admitted
according to the number into the presence of the doetor, and
notwithstanding such a fact, the Reporters assert that the
patients attend the hospitals for pastime.

Referring to a deputation that came from Hebron to
represent their great need of a resident doctor, the Reporters
BAY :

XXIV.—“These people appeared very poor,
and were certainly the most helpless Jews seen in
the Holy Land.”

Here again are the Reporters displaying their great know-
ledgeof physiognomy. Theirgreatwisdom assisted them sofar,
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of them to emerge from their present condition, if
they were only enabled to help themselves.”

What a great change everyone must now perceive between
the former and the present statements in this Report. A
good and upright man may thereby form his opinion res-
peeting the value to be attached to the whole document. It
would, indeed, have been most fortunate for the Reporter if
his signature had not been affixed to it at all (alluding to
the name signed first in the Report), but, having done so,
the document ought to have been kept concealed. In this
case it might have been considered an honourable act of
theirs, and we, the undersigned, should not have found it
necessary to say a word against any one of the Reporters.

XXX —“ Here the wants are set forth, which,
if supplied, would materially improve the condition
of the Jews in Palestine. They are twenty-two in
number.”

Here the authors of the Report enumerate twenty-two
remedies for the improvement of the condition of our
brethren in the Holy Land. The real remedies we have
ourselves already enumerated and made known to you, Sir
Moses, and the honourable Committee. “You, Gentlemen,”
we would say to the authors of the Report, “who came
amongst us as clever, but uninvited physicians, are now
making experiments on the patients by abundant bleedings,
and satiate them with bitter herbs, which you mixed up
with your remedies ; you would have done well by retaining
at least the efficient remedies which we proposed, together
with those which you thought proper to add to our list.

“1It is a cause of deep regret to us,” we would further say
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find something good to praise, and to make it known to
the world, showing love to the people of God, and to speak
of them in sevenfold praise ; but ye,” they observe, “ have
not acted like the good of other nations.”

“Your Report,” we (the writers of this letter) further
say unto you, “has been printed in order to perpetuate
its contents, but yet it will never prove a stumbling-block
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, as you thought. No;
your Report will only remain a lasting remembrance of
the wrong you infended to do. We tell you, when the
Sun of Moses (Sir Moses Montefiore) will rise, the Sun of
him, who, for the sake of Zion, will not hold his peace,
will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth again
as brightness, for he will never feel fatigued in his efforts
thoroughly to investigate every matter in Jerusalem ; then
ye will be sorry for what you have done, by means of
the statement you made in the Report, and you will
then undoubtedly acknowledge the wrong you have
done. You will say, ‘we have sinned, and perverted
the truth.’ You will justify our proceedings, even forgive
our having been compelled to speak against your sense of
honour. You will say, * You have judged rightly, in strict
accordance with our Holy Law ; for you were in duty
bound to rescue the honour of Jerusalem and our Torah.
The consideration of no person whatever could have induced
you to aet otherwise” When thus you, the Aunthors of the
Report,” we say, “ will repent, your hearts will be healed,
and God will grant you His forgiveness.”

Addressing ourselves again to you, Sir, we beg leave thus
to beseech you, Sir Moses, our chief; you who have so often
averted the disgrace which the enemies of the hosts of Israel
intended to east upon the nation, God having on all oceasions
crowned your efforts with success, so as to enable you to
raise the glory of Israel. Our Heavenly Father, having













TO THE FRIENDS AND WELL-WISHERS
OF ZION.

AvtaovcH it had been, by the blessing of God, my good
fortune to visit the Holy Land more frequently perhaps
than many others among you, I still longed—partly from
the great attachment I ever felt towards the Children of
Zion, and partly from the daily increasing interest which
people of all different denominations appear now, more than
ever, to evince in the welfare of Jerusalem—to see that
country again, and to salute once more the devout ad-
herents to our religion in Israel's most worthy Commu-
nities.

For the realisation of this my ardent desire, an oppor-
tunity now presented itself to me by a correspondence
which has taken place between me and the representatives
of the Hebrew Congregations, and several well known and
trustworthy persons in the Holy Land.

It was in the year 5634 AM., on the 15th of Ab (29th
July, 1874), consequent upon the great sufferings which our
Brethren in Palestine had then to endure from seareity of
bread, and from want of means to procure it, that I addressed

a letter to the above authorities, with a view of ascertaining
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from them whether any of their suggestions regarding the
best mode of ameliorating the condition of our Brethren,
either by agriculture or by mechanical work, within or
without the house, or by some suitable business pursuits —
if clearly and distinctly set forth to them—might not, under
present cireumstances be more favourably received by the
well-wishers of Zion than in the years 5599-1889 and 5626-
1866, when I also entreated them, as in the present in-
stance, to assist me with their judicious counsel.

A short time elapsed, and I had the gratification of re-
ceiving replies from every one of those whom I had thought
proper to address, containing full particulars on every sub-
Ject of my enquiry.

With the intention of assisting the London Committee of
Deputies of the British Jews in their endeavours to im-
prove the condition of our brethren in the Holy Land, I
presented those replies to the Palestine Committee of that
Board, by whom they were subsequently published, together
with the translation of my own letter, addressed to the
Jewish Congregations in the Holy Land, on the 15th of
Ab, 5634, for eirculation among their members.

However satisfactory those letters may have been to me,
and to all those who, like myself, had the opportunity of
knowing the Holy Land, it came to my notice that there
were still some persons who expressed great doubts regard-
ing the correctness of all the statements made therein, and,
being afraid lest such doubts might eventually, when spread
among the Hebrew Communities, damp the ardour of those
who appeared ready to offer a helping hand in the great
objeet in view, I resolved, notwithstanding all the entreaties
and remonstrances of dear relatives and esteemed friends, to
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proceed at once to Jerusalem, so as to enable me personally
to confer with those who addressed me in the letter in
question, as well as with others, whom I had not the
opportunity of seeing during my former visits to the Holy
Land.

1 purpose in this my narrative of a forty days’ sgjourn in
the Holy Land, simply to state what I have seen and
what I have heard, and to accompany all important state-
ments by documents emanating from the heads of the
several Communities or other persons of undoubted veraeity,
and confirming in every respect the highly favourable opinion
I hitherto entertained of our Brethren in Palestine.

As on all former oceasions, when I had striven to con-
tribute, by my feeble exertions, towards the promotion of any
cause of humanity, so, now, on the present occasion, I deem
it my pleasing duty to express my deep gratitude to Her
Majesty's Government, especially to Lord Derby, Her Ma-
jesty's Secretary for Foreign Affairs, for having so promptly
and graciously procured for me a Vizierial letter, and, in
compliance with my request, furnished me with letters of
introduction to Mr. Noel Moore, Her Majesty’s Consul in
Jerusalem, and to Viee-Admiral Sir James Druommond, the
commander of Her Majesty’s fleet stationed at Malta.

I am also desirous of stating how much T feel indebted
to His Excellency Musurus Pasha, the Turkish Ambas-
sador in London, for having favoured me with letters of
introduction to His Excellency the Pasha of Jerusalem, and
other authorities of the Turkish Government in the Holy
Land; and that I am under special obligations to His
Excellency, Count Schouwaloff, the Russian Ambassador
at our Court, for having kindly favoured me with an
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to arouse sympathy for our Brethren in the Land of
Promise.

Signora Randegger-Friedenberg complained of her exer-
tions being often met by many of her friends with deri-
sion. Nevertheless, T was assured by others, she would
not cease addressing editors and representatives of Hebrew
Communities in Italy on her favourite subject. She has an
idea of establishing in the Holy Land a Female Agricul-
tural School, at the annual outlay of 30,000 Austrian florins,
to be raised by subsecriptions. I would not express an
opinion on the subject, but I promised to put her in com-
munication with parties most interested in promoting in-
dustrial schemes, with a view of serving her purpose.

Having been informed of the arrival of Vice-Admiral the
Hon. Sir James Drummond, 1 availed myself of the oppor-
tunity to present to him a letter of introduction, which, as
stated before, I had the honour of receiving from Her Ma-
jesty's Government. The Admiral most kindly assured me
of his willingness to do anything I might require for facili-
tating my journey; but made to me at the same time the
observation, that news had reached him from Beyrout to
the effect that the cholera had broken out at Damascus, and
the spreading of that epidemic along the coast was greatly
apprehended.

This unexpected news at first somewhat startled me, for I
well knew the danger to which we should be exposed in a hot
climate, in the most unhealthy season ; but I soon recov-
ered my former resolution. It appeared to me that I had a
certain duty to perform—a duty owing to our Religion, to
our beloved Brethren in the Holy Land ; nothing therefore,
I made up my mind, should prevent me proceeding on my
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journey. I communicated my resolution to the Admiral,
who kindly expressed his hope for my safe return,

Returning to the hotel, I heard that the sad news of the
cholera being in Syria, and the necessity of remaining in
quarantine on leaving that country, had also reached my
compagnons de voyage, and they all entreated me to give up
the idea of going to the Holy Land, but I would not yield ;
indeed, with every persuasive word of theirs to make me
return, my resolution became stronger and stronger to
proceed.

Thursday evening, July lst, being the eve of the anniver-
sary of theopening of my Synagoguein Ramsgate, and the lay-
ing of the foundation stone of the college—EM i??'IH naen
DY, © Yesheebat Ohel Moshé ve-Yehoodit, ” erected to
the memory of my lamented wife, I proceeded to the Syna-
gogue ; there we recited the Psalms we usually read in our
own Synagogue and College, at the eonclusion of which Dr.
Loewe offered up an especial prayer for the oceasion.

I recall with great pleasure the cordial weleome I received
from my worthy co-religionists and their excellent Chief
Rabbi, Signor Abramo Lattes ; also from his son, Signor
Moses Lattes, who presented me with a copy of his work
entitled “ De Vita et Seriptis Elize Kapsali,” and from Signor
Rabbino Porto.

It was impossible to admit all the Congregations into the
Synagogue, but a great number of its worthy members filled
the whole square around the sacred edifice and the adjoining
streets.

On my leaving the Synagogue, an extremely well trained
I
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came buoyant in the extreme. God granted me His special
blessing to find myself again on the road to Jerusalem ; the
sea was calm as a lake, not a ripple to be seen on its glowing
mirror ; the accommodation on board the ship, the readiness
of the Austrian Captain and his officers to make every
arrangement for our comfort, all contributed to make me
utter heartfelt thanks to Him, who thus guided me under
the wings of His Heavenly protection.

I now examined my papers referring to the work I
purposed to do in the Holy Land, and I addressed my
formula of statistical accounts to the authorities of those
communities who had not been furnished with the same,
requesting them to give me all particulars in the form I
pointed out, so as to have them ready on my arrival in the
Holy Land. I also wrote to a number of Gentlemen,
whose views on all important subjeets I was anxious to
ascertain. With this and similar other oceupations the
time passed, and the deelining sun reminded me of the
approaching Sabbath.

That day has always been a particular object of delight
to me. By the kindness and civility of the people on
board, I was never interrupted in any way in the per-
formance of my religious duties.

Every Friday, as the Sabbath was about setting in, I
could light my Sabbath-lamp, which I always carried
with me, and I often had the gratification of seeing the
seven lights (emblems of the six days of creation, and the
seventh day of rest) burn as late as midnight, undis-
turbed by the motion of the vessel, even when going at
the rate of ten to eleven knots an hour.

We recited our prayers and “kidoosh,” E:'W‘I*P, the
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It was a source of high gratification to me to see one of
my brethren, a native of the Holy Land, fill s0 high and
honourable an office. I knew his father well ; he was one of
the most worthy and charitable of our brethren in Jerusalem,
and I was now much pleased to have the opportunity of
evinecing my regard to his son, whose abilities and high
character had been so honourably acknowledged by the
consular functions entrusted to him. Though T always feel
great reluctance to canse inconvenience fo my friends, espe-
cially in the East, I could not, in the present instance, with-
stand the pressing invitation of the Consul to accept his
hospitality. He then left me to attend the necessary
arrangements for conveying me to his house outside the
town.

I may here be permitted to remark, that in giving these,
and, as I proceed, other particulars in eonnection with all
my movements in the Holy Land, my object is not to satisfy
any selfish feeling ; 1 desire only to convey to the friends of
Zion an idea of the kindness and attention, which our
brethren are ever ready to bestow on their well-wishers, and
the great encouragement the Turkish Government is always
prepared to offer to those, who in reality seek to promote
the interest of Jerusalem.

According to our previous arrangements we disembarked
just before sunset; the boat was brought quite close to a
most convenient seala, which had been expressly constructed
for the Emperor of Austria, when he visited the Holy Land.
A detachment of soldiers drawn up in two lines, commanded
by the Kdimekdm, presented arms. Deputations from the
several Congregations in Jerusalem, Jaffa, and Hebron bid

me welcome, and tendered me their congratulations on my
safe arrival; and a large concourse of people almost over-
whelmed me with their salutations,
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in the year 56G15-1835, ftor the promotion of agriculture
among our brethren, and to visiting the tomb of my much-
lamented friend, the late Dr. Hodgkin; and I thought,
after a stay of two days, I should be able to resume my
but there were some difficulties about the house

Jjourney
in Jerusalem, and great inconveniences regarding the pro-
posal of encamping in tents—to start Tuesday at 7 p.m.
for Ramlah, there to pitch our tents at Birkat EI-
djamoos ; Wednesday at Bab-el-Wad ; Thursday at Coolonia ;
and Friday morning toenter Jerusalem. These, together with
the previous fatigues, from which I naturally felt the ne-
cessity of seeking to recover, made me resolve to stay, as
I then thought, a day longer.

[ retired that night rather late, but I felt extremely
happy, and prayed to God with a heart overflowing with
gratitude.

Monday, 13th July.—Though 1 felt in the Morning some-
what indisposed, I still would not allow myself to lose the
opportunity of seeing some more deputations, who arrived
from various parts, and gathering from them as much in-
formation as possible.

Most of them were impressed with the idea that I
came for the purpose of purchasing land, farms or dwelling-
houses. [ will repeat here some of their statements, so as
to give an idea of the present price of land, and other con-
siderations regarding the objects in view,

N. N. sold some land, outside the walls of Jerusalem,

situate near the property of A. B, opposite the field belong-
ing to C. D, of which E. F. bought a portion, of 5,000 yards
(known by the term 'J271 MDN, “the builder’s yard "),
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Coming near the French Consul’s eountry seat, it was
pointed out to me that not far from his property one of our
Brethren, Mordecai Cohen, the carpenter, had taken some
land for cultivation. I was aware of that, as he had ad-
dressed a letter to me, on that subject, begzing for some aid
‘to purchase the field, instead of holding it by paying a
rent. It was the man who sent the estimate for repairing
the roof of the house in the Bidrd, and he certainly appeared
to be a most active and clever mechanic.

Half an hour farther on, we passed the Mikweh Israel,
which I was prevented visiting whilst at Jaffa from want of
time and by indisposition, but I did so on my return from
Jerusalem, and I shall give some account of it in the course
of this narrative.

Mr. Schdmésch kindly eame to bid me good-bye, and ac-
companied us for some time, then returned with Mr.
Amzalak and the soldiers, who I consented should only
accompany me during half an hour.

We were rather disappointéd at the state of the road,
which certainly appeared to be out of repair, and it took us
three hours’ time to reach Ramlah.

At the entrance of that place, a guard of honour pre-
sented arms, and I was truly pleased to reach again the
Russian Hospice, where I passed, on a former occasion, a
very comfortable day.

Thursday morning, messengers arrived from Jerusalem
and Bab-el-Wad, to ascertain the exact day of our intended
entry into Jerusalem, but I did not deem it right to com-
ply in this instance with the request of my friends, as I
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they reverentially saluted me, and stated to me the object
of their coming; but as it was my intention purposely to
avoid giving any unnecessary inconvenience to my Jeru-
salem friends, I declined letting them know the exact hour.
They again saluted, galloped off, and soon disappeared. I
was told that they had left Jernsalem after Habddlih, and
now intended being again in the Holy City early in the
morning. If there be many such horsemen in the Holy
Land like these two supposed Bedouins, they certainly
ought not in justice to be regarded as descendants from
sickly parents, as some persons supposed.

About four o'clock in the morning we reached Colonia,
almost exhausted from fatigue, but T remained firm in my
resolution, and after a short stay of half an hour, without
descending from the carriage, proceeded on my journey.

At five o'clock in the morning we were already saluted
by friends who had anticipated our approach, and, half an
hour afterwards, we halted at the spot whence a full view
might be had of the Holy City. There we performed the
ceremony of F*, Keridh, and pronounced the customary
blessing, surrounded by an increasing number of people
from all directions.

As we now continued moving towards Jerusalem, I had
nothing but to look right and left to see the number of new
houses ; some of them very large buildings, and the mouths
of friends did not rest from telling us, “ This is a house be-
longing to one of us;” “That piece of ground has been bought
by N. N, one of our Community;” and as we still further
proceeded, there was no necessity any more to inform us
of the name of any proprietor, as the whole family of the
occupants came out of their houses, and I had the happi-
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obliged to return to my chamber. I passed a very restless
night, and Mr. Aikin said it would be very imprudent for
me even to attempt leaving the house.

Being desirous to ascertain the subjects taught in the
Eveline Rothschild Girls’ School, I requested Dr. Loewe in
the morning to go there; and also begged of him to notice
the number of pupils.

Wednesday (Aug. 4). I had again, during the day, to
read and examine the statements made in numerous letters,
referring either to some scheme of improving the condition
of our Brethren, or to some cause of charity; and received
several gentlemen who came from the Khdbdd Community
in Jerusalem.

Dr. Loewe returning towards the evening, gave a full
account of the Eveline Rothschild Girls' School. He said :
“There were 119 girls, divided into two classes—I. and I1.—
each class being in a separate room, under the tuition of
three ladies and two gentlemen. Subjects taught in Class I,
numbering 52 pupils are, Hebrew, Writing, and Arithmetie,
by Mr. Elihu Bekhar Juda; Religion, by Mrs, Bekhora
di Burla ; and Needlework, by Mrs. Shifra. In Class II,
numbering 63 pupils, subjects taught are, Religion, by
Jacob Khiy Burla, and Needlework, by Benvenida Mehu-
dar.” Dr. Loewe examined several pupils in both classes,
and expressed himself much pleased. The appearance of
the pupils was very satisfactory ; all of them were neatly

dressed. I appointed a day to see all the masters of that
school.

Thursday (5th Aug.). Distressing accounts having reached
me regarding the spread of the cholera, I was anxious to
H
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have several houses whitewashed, and a number of strests
thoroughly cleansed, removing the refuse out of the cit}r: I
gave first the commission to one person who had done some
similar work for me before, but could not come to any
arrangement with him. I then sent for another, who, I
thought, would surely be able to undertake the work ; but
he put himself in communieation with another party, which

I did not desire him to do, and I was obliged to give up my
original intention,

I had some conversation on the subject of general drain-
age in Jerusalem with a Gentleman of authority; he told
me that all the refuse of the city is now carried into the
Pool of Bethesda, which strange to say, I was informed is
close to the house intended for the barracks, and the soldiers
living therein appear not to experience the least incon-
venience on account of its vicinity. If arrangements could
be made to clear that pool entirely, to admit pure
water only, and to dig special pools for the purpose of con-
ducting there the city drains, Jerusalem might become free
from any threatening epidemic. All the Doectors in Jeru-
salem assured me that the Holy City might be reckoned, on
account of the purity of the atmosphere, as one of the
healthiest places.

Friday (August 6th), I had occasion to see the work
of eight mechanics; a watehmaker, an engraver, a litho-
grapher, a sculptor, a goldsmith, a bookbinder, and carpenter,
and all did their work most satisfactorily. The watch-
maker, Joshua Fellman, into whose hands I put a valuable
repeater for repairs, put it within a very short time in ex-
cellent order. The same man in addition to his skill asa
watchmaker, displays also great talent as a Hebrew cali-
graphist. He presented me with a grain of wheat, on which
he wrote nineteen lines, forming an acrostic on my name.
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The engraver engraved for myself, and several of my party,
Hebrew inseriptions in the best style. The lithographer,
Mr. David Spitzer, a native of Hungary, lithographed a
number of address cards for me after a pattern I gave him
of a London made card. I could scarcely find out the differ-
ence between the one and the other. The sculptor, to whom
I gave the order in the evening to prepare two stones for
me with inseriptions of the verse, :'I"J:H‘ NN 70 W7 02
NN AIBY NN “For thy ser vants take pleaaura in her
stones,” otc. (Ps. cii. 15), accompanied by the date of my
sojourn in Jerusalem, did the work in one night. The
goldsmith made a number of rings, tablets, and cases.
The tinman made two large cases for my books and papers.
The bookbinder bound the Statistical accounts in very good
style, and the carpenter gave equal satisfaction; he did his
work as well as any English carpenter could have done.

I was again greatly disappointed when my Medical
Attendant would not allow me to leave my apartments, and
I was obliged to commission Dr. Loewe and Mr. Aikin to do
the work which I was so anxious to have done myself, to
inspect the Touro Almshouses, the windmill, and the whole
of the Estate “ Kérém Moshé ve-Yehoodit.,”

On their return, they told me they had been in every one
of the houses, and spoken to all the inmates ; they found all
the apartments remarkably clean, and the occupants thereof,
with the exception of one, Mr. Moshé Cohen, in “full en-
joyment of health. They also entered the four new houses
for the oceupation of which I have already nominated four
deserving families, and assured me that they were well built,
and in every respect like the old houses. They ascended to
the top of the windmill, and found everything perfect, with
the exception of the millstones, which are a little worn,
but not to such an extent as to prevent grinding ; the garden,
and the wall all round they considered to be in perfect order,
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The roofs of the houses oceupied by the widow Lilienthal
and by Mrs. Simkha Khaziza require some repairs. Both
the Synagogues of the Portuguese and Germans adjoin-
ing. the “ Mishkenot Shdindnim,” Dr. Loewe said, were
remarkably well kept. It was suggested by the inmates
(1) that the key of the public bath should be under the
special charge of one of the immates; (2) that the person
who might happen to be in possession of the mill should
grind their corn, so that they need not have to carry it into
the city for that purpose; (3) that they be permitted to
take water, in the event of their own cisterns becoming
empty, from those which are in the adjoining garden near
the mill; (4) to have shutters affixed to all the windows, so
as to prevent thieves entering the houses; (5) to make a
- proper pavement of square smooth stones in front of the
houses, so that the rain-water which passes over into the
cisterns may not become mixed with the mud which, during
the winter season, covers the present pavement; (6) to
have a permanent awning made in front of the houses so
as to shelter them, on the east and west sides, from the
powerful rays of the sun.

In accordance with the report, I have taken all the above
suggestions into consideration, and promised to several of
the inmates whom I had subsequently occasion to see, to do
as much as there is in my power to make them all com-
fortable in their dwellings.

The time now was near the hour to prepare for Sabbath,
and several gentlemen already entered the house for
Minkha. T joined the Congregation in prayers, saw again
most of them present when I recited in my room the
blessing of Kidoosh, and, being always well provided with
the best wine, I made the cup pass round as often as pos-
sible, and felt happy with the pleasing countenances all
around me.
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In the morning I noticed in the Synagogue several gentle-
men from Hebron and Tiberias, and on the terrace, like the
Sabbath bhefore, some well dressed ladies, reciting their
prayers with great devotion.

After Kidoosh the good Ladies’ Committee of the Soup
kitehen brought some excellent dishes of Khameen (}'2M) or
“ Riscaldato,” of which I and all my party cheerfully par-
took. Being the Sabbath preceding the fast, I had not so
many visitors, and devoted the greater part of the day to the
reading of the Pdirdshd and the Commentaries thereon, ex-
pounded to me by Dr. Loewe.

Sunday morning (8th August) I passed a most uncom-
fortable night ; I suffered from indisposition occasioned by
the change of diet, and I had to remain confined to my
chamber. But I nevertheless saw, in the course of the
day, several parties belonging to the working classes, and
considered their applications. They stand much in need of
material for their respective work and trade, also of im-
proved implements ; if any one in Europe were to send such
to them, at a reasonable price, the mechanic in Jerusalem
would be sure of making a good profit by his work ; as it
now is, they have to pay such a high price for the material
that the work leaves them but a very small profit.

I was anxious to have a correct report of the Talmud
Tora Schools belonging to the German and Morocco Con-
gregations ; I also wished to inspect the Rothsechild Hospital
and all the charitable institutions the esteemed members of
that family established in Jerusalem, but it being impossible
for me to do it personally, I requested Dr. Loewe and
Mr. Aikin to visit them; I myself took up my usual
work, to read the letters which had been left with me
last Friday, and replied to all those which required immediate
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being in the same proportion as that of the teachers in the
Talmud Tora School.

“The School belonging to the Moroeco Congregation,” Dr.
Loewe said, “is situate in their Hospice called Baté Makhseh.
Although we only intended to examine the pupils, the Rev.
Hiham David Bar Shimeon, the esteemed Head of that Com-
munity, took us into every room occupied by widows and
other families residing in that Institution. He took us even
into the Public bath (MP12) adjoining that place, and we all
took up the waterwith our hands; it was as clean and pure as
any spring water we might have seen in any European
bathing establishment.”

Considering that most striet observers of Religion in Jeru-
salem use at least every Friday a Public bath, their state of
cleanliness must be more satisfactory than that of many
others living in the Holy City, and there are Public baths
adjoining almost every place of worship in Jerusalem.

“The room in which the pupils received their instrue-
tions,” Dr. Loewe remarked, “ was very large and lofty, and
I met there fifty-six scholars, under the tuition of Signor
Joseph ben Sano, looking well and healthy.

“I examined them in several portions of the Hebrew
Bible with the Arabic translation, and I had every reason
to be pleased with them.

“On leaving the Hospice of the Moroceo Congregation, we
went to the German Soup-kitchen. Two small rooms and
a little courtyard in front constituted the space intended
for the reception of the poor. We examined almost every
corner, even the kitchen, and we noticed the utmost clean-
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one of the patients to ascertain the nature of his illness,
50 as to econvinee himself whether it was not mere poverty
which induced him to crave permission to enter the Hos-
pital ; he also examined the register of prescriptions, and the
drugs and medicines in bottles and in cases; and had a long
interview with Dr. Puffeles, the Director of the Hospital, to
learn all the particulars respecting the patients. Dr. Loewe
also visited it alone, very early in the morning, on one day
last week. To-day I was anxious to ascertain whether the
out-door patients who applied for advice and medicine were
in reality suffering from illness, or merely applied there with
a view of obtaining relief.

Being the eve of the Fast, the 9th day of Ab, I could not
see my Medical attendant to hear his report.

The devotion with which prayers in our Synagogue had
been this evening recited, were of a most soul-stirring
character. To hear the cries, to see the almost unceasing
flow of tears, to witness the extinction of the lights and the
foreheads of every one of the Community touching the
ground: exclaiming “JNoN3 NNNE N TN 85 0D T
is a scene which can never be forgotton, even by those
whose hearts are otherwise callous to the ery of Jernsalem.

Tuesday (10th August, (N2 NMP&N). The whole day
was spent, after prayers, in complete retirement, but the
evening, after the breaking of the fast, numerous calls have
been made enquiring after my state of health after the
fast.

Wednesday (11th August). Received visits from a deputa-
tion of Armenian priests, who came to express the sentiments
of friendship on behalf of the Armenian patriarch ; Mr.
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Synagogue, accompanied by Mr. J oseph Rivlin, the Sﬂmﬁmry
of the Percoshim Congregation ; the Rev. Hihdm Elydishér
and all the members of the Yesheeba © Beth Guedalla”;
Messrs, Mordechai Joffe and Fischel Lapin, Representatives
of the German Soup Kitchen; Hihim Raphael Trabloos and
R. Samuel Meyookhas, Representatives of the Portuguese or
Sephardiim Soup Kitehen, who told us that they distributed
once a week, for Sabbath, bread, meat, and rice among 400
poor of their Community. Speaking on the subject of
benevolent institutions among the Sephardiim, some of my
friends told me that they have two institutions, one called
“ Khebrat Khatdnim,” D31 NN2M, to assist a young man
when about to marry; and the other, Hakhnasat Kallah,
M9 MBI, to afford assistance to young women on their
marriage. They have also nine “Khebrot,” NY2M, to render
the necessary help to poor in days of sickness and sorrow;
among these the Khehrit Shébet Akhim, 3'IN N2 NN2aN,
under the direction of Hihdm Joseph Usiel, and the Khebréit
Maskil el dal, 99 t?H E‘DWD Nan, under the direetion of
R. Simon Salmoona, number each of them 120 members.

When those Gentlemen had left me, I received visits from
Messrs. Shelomo Salman Levi and Abraham Rabensohn, of
‘the Baté Kholim Committee ; Dr. Schwarz, Dr. Puffeles, Dr,
Sandreezki, Mr. Israel Dob Frumkin, the editor of the
Khibazelet, and Mr. Michel Cohln, the editor of the Har €L

I was much pleased in making the acquaintance of two
" Editors of two different periodicals, believing that the exist-
ence of two papers in one Community, specially in one like
that of Jerusalem, must always tend to serve the interests
of parties who, in their views regarding the communal wel-
fare, widely differ one from the other,
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