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spared the occasion of lamenting the death of My, Hindmore, Misas
Miller and of many others, victims of the effects of poisonous
emanations proceeding from the numberless ventilating shafts, (fixed
inside the houses, others opposite their windows in the public streets),
penetrating in the rooms of many dwellings.

As already suggested by me last year, government would do
well, in my thinking to cause all existing sewer-ventilators to be
stopped up; meanwhile, before effecting any cliange in the existing
system of sewerage in Valletta and Floriana an enquiry ought to be
instituted into the subject by a scientific and practical sanitarian,
with the object of determining upon the system of drainage that
should preferably be adopted; and I observed that, with regard to
House drain Ventilators, when unconunected with the public sewers
carried up to a distance from the surrounding houses, cannot generate
disease, on the contrary they are productive of absolute beneficial
effects to the health of the inhabitants, * However the question
of Ventilators constitutes but a small part of the grave question of
sewerage which, if disposed of conformably to the principles here laid
down, will determine the form and place where Ventilators, such as
Dr, Sutherland recommends, may be fixed without danger to health.

The slow deterioration of the health of many inhabitants and,
what may properly be termed the spontaneous or remote origin of
the attack, could often be traced to defective or obstructed drains
from want of water for flushing, thereby causing decomposing refuse
matters and excreta to accumulate in and around the dwellings, by
their effluvia impregnating and poisoning the atmosphere of the living
rooms. I believe this and the water for drinking tainted by sewer
emanations penetrating into the water-tanks, through the over-flow-pipes
communicating these under ground-tanks with the public-sewers, to
be a peculiarly prolific cause of malignant throat-affections, measles,
scarlatina, &c., whilst the public-tanks and many houses at Sliema
snd in the Casals are supplied by the surface waters proceeding from
the public streets, copiously impregnated with excreta and other
matters injurious to health,

The propagation of many scourges amongst us may, sometimes,
be conclusively attributed to the non existence yet of “ Mortuary
Chambers”’ wherein the dead-bodies of the indigent and poor should

* # Some considerations on the important question of Sewer Ventilators e
Malta 1879,
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