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HOMICIDAL MONOMANIA. 41

men engaged in the case were asked by her advocate,
“Si sa cliente n'était pas dans sa fievre de lait au
moment ol elle a donné la mort & son enfant ?”  They
could not agree, and so the prisoner was condemned.

(8) Madame Z——, the mother of three children,
the youngest of whom she has not yet weaned, has,
and successfully resists, a strong homicidal propensity.

() Marguerite M—— was confined. Five days
after its birth. her child was baptized, and the neigh-
bours who came to congratulate her on this auspicious
occasion, were talking of the case of Henrietta Cornier.
Marguerite was struck by Cornier’s horrible act. She
thought long over it, and gradually familiarized herself
with the idea of killing her own child. . . . Upon one
oceasion, when a knife lay within her reach, this
familiar idea suddenly became a violent impulse. She
cried for help, and called in the neighbours to sit
beside her.!

(8.) Cases where the homicidal impulse is the meani-
Jestation of distinet intellectual disorder.—Thus : (a)
M € , who murdered his wife and his sister-

mm-law at Charenton, ““ divague sur les causes de ces
¢pouvantables homicides : tantot il dit que la cave (the
scene of the murder) était éclairée dune manitre
éclatante et que ces deux dames étaient des diables qui
venalent s'emparer de lui: tant6t il declare qu'il n’a
pas su ce qu’il faisait.” *

(8) Upon the case of Eugene Seclafer, who was tried
for the murder of Marie Rousseau, Marc passes this

Y Ann. d'Hyg. ete. tom. xvi, ? Mare, ii. chap. ix. obs. 83.
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HOMICIDAL MONOMANIA. 43

(4.) Cases where the homicidal vmpulse is ervminal
and not insamne, ,

Here three sub-classes of cases may be distinguished :

(a) Where the homicidal impulse ws not gratified.

In the following cases, the peculiarities of the logical
method of M. Leuret and M. Esquirol are finely
illustrated. The first, which appears in the Annales
d’ Hygicne Publique,' edited by M. Leuret, is styled
““ monomanie homicide avec penchant au suicide.” The
victim of this complicated disease is presented to us by
the initial letters of his name, 1. D. He had been
a libertine in his youth, had married in the twenty-
fourth, and at the date of his morbid seizure was in the
forty-ninth, year of his age. * Avant son mariage cet
homme passait pour aimer beaucoup les femmes, et
cependant marié & 24 ans il est trois ans sans donner &
sa compagne aucune preuve de tendresse conjugale.”
To the ordinary mind, this affecting family inecident
merely envelopes the tale in a prurient twilight. But
the reporter proceeds: ‘ Alors ce malheureux (!)
parle souvent de mort, dit qu'il se pendra’™ (here is the
penchant au suicide!), “mais qu'il fera wn bon coup
auparavant” (here is the irresistible homicidal pro-
pensity !). “Lors qu'il est couché avec sa femme, il fait
tres souvent des tentatives pour l'étouffer: il lui serre
le cou avee ses mains.  Si elle parvient & se débarrasser
de la main quil étouffait, bientot il la serre de l'autre.
Ne pouwvant pas accomplir son dessein (?) il lui arrache
les chaises. . . . Dans d’autres cas il passe la nuit &

1 Tom, xvi. p. 122,



















HOMICIDAL MONOMANIA. 49

placed in better hands.” From the date of Séverac's
clevation, however, a gradual change took place in his
character. This change was attributed to a conselous-
ness of the superior education and acquirements of his
brother officers, perhaps to the stigma of illegitimacy
on his birth, and also to the receipt of an anonymous
letter—that his wife had been seduced by an officer of

rank, Séverac at once suspected the major of his
regiment, if not of the seduction, at least of an inten-

tion to annoy and make him ridiculous. When, by a
coincidence, the major said to him, “Songez un peu
moins a votre femme et un peu plus a votre service,”
the suspicions of Séverac, who was ready to interpret
every event in the light of his ruling passion, were
confirmed. He thus describes the occasion of the
crime, “& la fin du déjeuner, comme il allait sortir, M.
Derivaux (his victim) lui montra une caricature repré-
sentant une femme dans une posture indecente,” ete.
This was naturally “énergiquement nié par tous les
témoins,”

In such cases there is doubtless a homicidal impulse.
But it is not motiveless. Neither is it irresistible :
it 18 never resisted; it is studiously encouraged and
then deliberately gratified. The act of indulgence
is therefore criminal. But the degree of criminality
15 diminished in proportion as the provocation for the
crime is increased.

(v) Cases of murder.

fi.g. On the 80th of October 1814} W .

Y dnn. & Hyg. tom. xvi,
b

























CHAPTER 1YV.
THE CAUSES CELEBRES OF HOMICIDAL MONOMANIA,

IN this chapter it is proposed to analyse the trials of
Léger, Feldtmann, and Papavoine. Besides the horrid
fascination which they possess in common with the
other causes célébres of homicidal monomania, and the
vivid light which they cast upon the distinctive excel-
lences and defects of French criminal procedure, these
three cases derive an additional interest from the fact
that the chief advocates of moral insanity regard them
as typical instances of judicial blindness. In each was
an act of hideous atrocity proved to demonstration :
in each was there a concatenation of circumstances
consistent with guilt— deliberation, choice of means,
selection of opportunity; and in each was the plea
of mental alienation advanced, discussed, and—in the
opinion at least of Ray, Mare, and Esquirol—impro-
perly repelled. It behoves the legal profession, in that
spirit of eager yet modest inquiry which Dr. Ray
mculeates and demands, to consider these cases well,
and to watch narrowly the great masters as, under a
storm of ignorant ridicule and abuse such as  hLis
saintly persecutors” poured on the head of Galileo,
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parents were alarmed, and after a fruitless search,
which revealed nothing but her hat and pruning-knife,
gave information to the police. For several days no
further traces were found, but on 16th August a blue
and white handkerchief was discovered among the
vines. The valley in which the vineyard lay sloped
up to the forest of Bondiveau, within and in front of
which were scattered a number of huge boulders, called
Les Roches de Charboniére. Among these boulders a
small grotto attracted the attention of the police.
Tearing aside a framework of ferns and twigs which
covered the entrance, the gendarmes forced their way
into this grotto. Within were the remains of a frugal
meal of artichokes, wheat, and peas, a bed of moss and
hay, and at the farthest corner, carefully wrapped up
in white cloth, the mutilated body of a child, which
Débully identified as that of his daughter. The
detection of the eriminal speedily followed the dis-
covery of the vietim. A man of wild and haggard
appearance had been seen on 12th August sitting
among the rocks. On 13th August this man was
arrested, and gave as his mame Antoine Léger. A
chain of cireumstantial evidence quickly closed around
him. A woman, whom his uncouth dress and wild
language had terrified, and a shopkeeper from whom
he had bought bread and cheese, identified him. The
striped handkerchief found among the vines exactly
corresponded with another in his possession ; while his
pocket-knife fitted the ghastly wounds in the body of
the child. Interrogatories were administered, and soon
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