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MENTAL DISORDERS. 27

inberited weakness of constitution taking a different
form in members of the same family—one will suffer
from some form of insanity ; another from some
anomalous nervous disease, or epilepsy ; another will
while a fourth will suffer from

be ¢ consumptive ;”

chronic skin-disease, and probably be the strongest
member of the family. There is on record an inte-
resting case of a family of four brothers, three of whom
became insane, while the fourth suffered from chronie
kidney-disease, his brain remaining unaffected. The
diseased action may fall upon the kidneys or liver;
upon the lungs or the heart, or the skin, mucous
membranes, and other structures may be the seat of
some diseased process of a more or less energetic
character. In short, whenever we hear of serious
cases of liver-disease, lung-disease, heart-disease, and
so on, we are sure that in every case there must have
been a pre-existing state of the bodily health present-
ing symptoms of a vague and indefinable character,
but clearly indicating the operation of causes which
will, at length, fix wpon some particular purt—and
thus give the malady a “loeal -habitation and a
name.” Among the highly civilised races, the pre-
vailing type of brain is particularly liable to become
affected by such diseased influences ; it therefore fre-
quently affords the local habitation—and the name 1s
INsaNITY.
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