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INTRODUCTION.

That the purpose of the Society being to treat the
subject solely as questions of science, all theological
discussion be strictly excluded.

That the Society shall consist of an unlimited number
of Members, to be elected by the Couneil.

That the annual subseription to be paid by Members
residing within twenty miles from London be two
guineas, and by Members residing beyond that
distance one guinea.

That the business of the Society be conducted
by a President, four Vice-Presidents, a Council
(not exceeding twelve Members), a Treasurer,
Auditor, and Secretary, all of whom shall be
elected annually by the Members.

That the Society meet periodically at such times
and places as the Council shall appoint.

That the proceedings at the Meetings of the Society
be conducted in accordance with such rules and
regulations as the Council shall from time to time
direct. Three of the Council shall be a quorum.

That a General Meeting of the Society be held in the
month of November next, for the election of the
officers of the Society, '

12. That F. K. Mu~ToN, Esq., of 21, Montague Street,

be requested to undertake the office of Honorary
Secretary, pro tem.
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The project was made public, and within three
months there were over sixty members. Several
private meetings having taken place, a public meet-
ing was resolved upon, and on 14th April, 1875, Mr.
SersEaNT Cox delivered an Inaugural Address at
the large room, 9, Conduit Street, W. The building
was filled to its utmost capacity, and the meeting was

admittedly a great success. The following officers

were appointed : —

gn:ﬁihmﬂ.
MR. SERJEANT COX.

" @onneil,
WirLiam CrooxEs, Esq., F.R.S.
P. W. CrayDEN, Esq.
GEoRGE HARRIS, Esq., LLD., F.S.A, V. P. Anthrop. Inst.
Sir Jouny HEroN MAXWELL, Bart.
The Rev. W. StaiNtoN Moses, M.A., FR.SL, F.SS.
Freperic W. H. Mygrs, Esq., M.A.
Francis W. PErcivAL, Esq., M.A.
Professor CHARLES JOHN PLUMPTRE.
J. EBENEZER SAUNDERS, Esq., F.LS, F.GS, FR.AS.
GANNENDRO MomrUN TAcoRE, Hsq.
CHARLES STANILAND WAKE, Esq, V. P. Anthrop. Inst.

Honorary Trensurer and Seevebury.

Franois K. Muntoxn, Esq., F.R.G.S.
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The Society continued to prosper, and besides the
| papers printed in this volume numerous others were
; read on kindred subjects, and animated debates
| took place. The following is a list of the principal

papers and discussions :—

The Province of Psychology.*

The Psychology of Sleep and Dream, (2) *
The Psychology of Memory.*

The Duality of the Mind.*

Progress of Psychological Research.*
Calligraphy as a Test of Character.®
Materialism and its Opponents.

Some Psychological Phenomena.
' Matter and Spirit.,*
| Alleged Clairaudience.
Comparison of the Mental Faculties of Men and Animals.
On Consciousness,
Supersensuous Perception.
The Psychology of Wit and Humounr.
| Objections to Psychological Phenomena considered.
On Apparitions,
Psychology of Memory and Recollection.®
Psychology of the Hindoos.
Prospects of Psychology.*
Unconscious Cerebration.
Artificial Somnambulism and Eleetro Biology.
Primitive Psychology of the Aryans.
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The Inductive origin of First Principles.

Heredity and Hybridism.

The Human Voice considered Psychologically.
Cerebral Psychology.®

Psychological Aspect of Molecular Motion.
Hereditary Transmission of Endowments and Qualities.
‘Abnormal Experiences.

Automatic Mind—Uneconscious Intelligence.*

Has Man a Soul?*

The Phenomena of Trance.

Psychology and Psychography.

Materialism considered.

Psychology proved by Physical Science.*
Prepossession and Dominant Idea.

Psychology in India.

Answer to Darwin’s Theory of Evolution,
Evidence in Psychological Research.

The Theory of Phrenology.

The Value of Testimony in Matters Extraordinary.
Admission of Psychology into the Circle of Sciences.*
Man Immaterial and Moral.

Psychological Ideas of the Oriental Races.
Thought Reading.

Psychology, its Data and Desiderata,

Loss of Memory.

Psychology of Hamlet.*

Advances in Psychological Science.*

* The papers marked with an asterisk are printed in this volume.
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X INTRODUCTION.

In October, 1875, a permanent meeting-room was
engaged, and from that time the Psychological
Society regularly met twice a month in the hall
of the Medical Society, 11, Chandos Street,
Cavendish Square, London.

In 1876 a Special Investigation Committee was
constituted, and for two years and upwards private
sittings were held, On these occasions one or other
of the best known persons (in whose presence certain
psychological phenomena were said to have occurred)
attended. Although the results were not such as
could be satisfactorily reported, enough took place to
demand further inquiry, and early in 1879 the
Society resolved to change its procedure at the publie
meetings, and invite viva voce evidence from members
who had themselves witnessed the phenomena in
question. This course was adopted on several
occasions with great success.

Mr. Serjeant Cox was actively engaged in all the
work, and he had volunteered to relate w'm voce,
on the evening of the 4th December, 1879, some
of his own personal experiences, and submit to

examination, The card for this meeting was
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actually printed, but just as it was being sent
out to the members, the President, with scarcely
a moment’s warning, died.

On Monday the 24th November, 1879, the learned
Serjeant had presided as usual in his official capacity
as one of the judges at the Middlesex Sessions, and
in the evening he gave a reading from the works
of a popular novelist at a local entertalnment, near
his country house. He returned home at nmight appa-
rently in good health and spirits, but shortly
afterwards expired suddenly in his library to
the great regret of a large circle of friends, and
especially of the members of the Psychological
Society,

After much consideration the Society came to
the conclusion that the President’s death was an
irrecoverable blow to the undertaking. The following
notice of the final meeting is taken from the Times
newspaper of Monday, 22nd December, 1879 :—

At a special general meeting of this Society, held at
11, Chandos Street, Cavendish Square, on Saturday afternoon,
the following resolutions were passed :—1. “ That, inasmuch
as the Society was founded by Mr. Serjeant Cox for a special
object, which has in some measure been attained, and he was
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throughout distinctly identified with the undertaking, and his
loss is practically irreparable, it is expedient that the Society
should be dissolved as from December 31, 1879, and that
(except for the purpose of adjusting accounts) it be dissolved
accordingly.” 2. “That Mr. F. K. Munton be requested to
retain his appointment as Hon. Sec. and Treasurer as long as
may be necessary to collect the assets and discharge the
obligations of the Society, he rendering account thereof in
due course to the Council, who, for this limited purpose, shall
remain in office and be called together to decide on the
appropriation of the balance, if any.” In the course of the
debate upon the principal resolution (as to which the
members had been polled by ecircular, and the voting was
nearly unanimous) the Hon. Secretary remarked that a rumour
had gone abroad that the late Serjeant had admitted his belief
in the return of the spirits of the dead. He (Mr. Munton) was
unaware of any authority for this assertion. All he could
say was, that in a private letter from the Serjeant to himself,
not long ago, after remarking that some had “ assumed that
the Society was devoted to spiritualism under a false name,”
went on to say, “this was not my design, nor yours, and I
am not willing to lapse into a spiritualist society.” The
meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the Honorary
Secretary for his services.

It only remains to be added that the surplus
funds were directed to be appropriated to the com-
pilation of the present volume and its distribution

among the members of the Society by way of

a permavnent record of the Proceedings.
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The following is a complete list of the members
in the order in which they joined, some of whom

had died, or resigned their membership, before

the dissolution of the Society.

Mr, SErRJEANT CoOX,

Francis K. Munton, Esq. Solicitor.

GrorcE HArris, Esq., LL.D. Barrister-at-Laaw.
WirLiam CrookEs, Esq., F.R.S.

Rev. W. StainTOoN Mosgs, M.A.

Fraxcis WiLLiaMm Percivar, Esq, M. A. Barrister-at-Laaw.
FrepErIc W. H. MyERs, Esq., M.A,

Prof. CHARLES J. PLUMPTRE. Barrister-at-Laaw.

R. C. PoorE, Esq.

TaoMAs JosEPH ALLMAN, Esq. Publisher.

MoreToN FREWEN, Esq., M.A.

P. WirLiaM CrLAYDEN, Esq.

JouN TiMBRELL PrercE, Esq., F.R.G.S. Barrister-at-Law.
GANNENDRO MouUN Tacore, Esq. Barrister-at-Laaw.
GrorcE HENRY SAvAGE, Esq., M.D.

WirriaMm NEWMARCH, Esq., F.R.S.

Joux Wirrtiam Opnig, Esq. Fellow Christ College, Oxford.
Witniam H. T. Baruistor, Esq.  Admeralty.

WiLLiam JAMES STILLMAN, Esq.

JouN GEorGE BLUMER, Esq. Darlington School Board.
RoperT H. WALLACE Duntop, Esq.,, C.B.,, F.R.G.S.
JOSEPHUS SHAW, Esq., M.D.

FREDERICK JAMES RowaN, Esq.

Mr. Alderman FiocIns.

ALEXANDER JOHN BORTHWICK, Esq.
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+ R. J. CreEasy, Esq. Melbourne.

CHARLES JOSEPH STURGE, lsq.

Rosr. W. PARKER, Esq. Solicttor.

W. W. Fawcerr, Esq.

Capt. ErRNEST GARRETT, 66th Regiment.

Henry UrrLyerr, Esq., F.R.G.5.

SAMUEL SPALDING, Esq., F.AS.

GrorRGE N. STRAWBRIDGE, Esq. Stoekbroker.

Percy Gowrpoxn, Hsq. Soelicitor.

The Rev. DANIEL DUTTON.

T ALBANY FoNBLANQUE, Esq., H.B.M. Consul, (New
Orleans).

A. L. ELpEr, Esq. Awstralian Legislative Council.

Praiurp ParToNn BryrH, Esq., J.P.,, F.R.S.A.

Hexsieice Webpawoob, Esq., J.P.  Barvister-at-Laaw.

TroMas E. Beny, Esq.

HeNrY J. Hoop, Esq., M.A.  Barrister-at-Laaw.

C. A. Toxipes, Esq. Stockbroker,

Captain B. Kxrso, R.N.

The Rev. CHARLES J. TAYLOR, M.A.

WitLiam WysyeE Westcorr, Esq., M.B

WALTER SPENCER, Hsq., C.E.

STANHOPE T. SPEER, Esq., M.D,

JouN Nicnoras T. MArtHEZE, Esq.

Cecin. F. Hormes, Esq., J.P.

T. Russer. Kent, Esq. Solicitor,

A. VAcHER, Esq., FIC, F.C.S.

* James Crori, Esq., M.D. Edinburgh.

Epwarp Gorpon, Esq.

HeNrRY C. EMERY, Esq.

The Rev. Toomas MoseLEY, M.A.

E. Bapinivs FrLoreNcE, Esq., F.R.G.S. Barrister-at-Leaw,







THE

PROVINGE OF PSYCHOLOGY:

INAUGURAL ADDRESS
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PREFACE.

HaviNG but imperfectly anticipated the extent of
interest which the Science of Psychology appears
to create in the public mind, the Council of the
PsycHOLOGICAL SoCIETY oF GrEAT BRITATN had
made very inadequate provision for the Inaugural
Meeting to which visitors had been invited.
Measuring by the wusual attendances at other

scientific societies (with the single exception of

the Geographical Society), they concluded that
ample space for all whom the subject was likely
to attract would be supplied by the large lecture
room in Conduit Street. Thejr surprise was great
to find every secat occupied long before the hour of

A2
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meeting, and it was with regret that they beheld
a great number of disappointed applicants departing
because unable to find even standing room. It
is at the request of those who were thus prevented
from hearing it, as of many of those present, that
the Inaugural Address of the President is now

published,
A very erroneous impression appears to prevail

that the PsYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT
BritatNy has been established with a special
view to the promotion of a new faith to which
the nmame ¢ Spiritualism” has been given. As
this was far indeed from the design of the
promoters, Wwho contemplate the investigation of
the entire field of Psychology, this Address on
the Province of Psychology was prepared with
express purpose to show how large is the domain
which the Society proposes to survey, and how
many and diverse are the subjects that will
present themselves for its inquiries and discussions,

Formed for the investigation of all psychological
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phenomena, the Society could not exclude- from
consideration any that profess properly to belong
to their Science and that shall be duly authen-
ticated to them by sufficient evidence. The phe-
nomena in question are but a small fraction of the
multitude of Psychological facts that will from
time to time come to be considered. The following
Address presents merely an outline of the various
branches of the Science and the problems that
press for solution under each of them. The Society
will exclude no Psychological questions (save such
as belong to Theology), from its collection of facts
or its discussions upon their causes.

The Council feel that the best contradiction
of this misrepresentation of their design will be
found in the following pages, which show that
the Society embraces no creed, supports no faith,
contemplates no theory, has no latent designs,
but proposes only to collect facts and mvestigate

psychological ~phenomena, precisely as other

scientific societies investigate the phenomena of







THE

PROVINCE OF PSYCHOLOGY.

The Inaugural Address of the President of THE
PsycnornoGicAnL Sociery or GREAT DBRITAIN
(M=z. SeryeaNT CoX), April 14, 1875.

WHAT is the province of Psycnonogy ¥

This is the first question to be answered by a
Psychological Society.

To make that answer clear, it is necessary to ask
and answer another question.

‘What is matter 7

A distinet and definite comprehension of what
matters lies at the very foundation of Psychological
Seience.

A few words will suffice to make the answer clear
to the common intelligence.

Physicists have arrived at the almost unanimous
conclusion that the entire Universe is composed of
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infinite combinations of certain ultimate particles,
inconceivably minute, to which they have given
the appropriate name of “ atoms.”

These atoms, they say, combining in certain defi-
nite proportions, in obedience to some unknown
natural law, form molecules, which are the ulti-
mate particles of matter. It may be reasonably in-
ferred that atoms, combining in other proportions,
take other shapes than those we recognise as mole-
cular. Molecules are probably but one of many
forms into which atoms aggregate. But all the
various forms of matter are made by various com-
binations of molecules.

The hwman senses are constructed to perceive only
molecular substance. All other combinations of
atoms than such as form molecules are entirely
imperceptible to us. They make no impression
upon either of our senses and, consequently, we are
wholly unconscious of their existence.

Matter, therefore, is so much of creation as,
because it is of molecular construection, our senses
are enabled to perceive. For all the really greater
non-molecular part of creation, the multitudinous
other aggregations of atoms which take other shapes
than molecules, and which make no impression on
the human senses, Science has yet found no name
—unless the supposed universal medium called
Lther is one of them. TFor lack of a better title
we will call it Non-matter. :

Matter—molecular structure—of which only our
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senses can take cognizance—is but an infinitesimal
part even of so much of the Universe as lies within
the range of our perceptions. The multitudinous
worlds we see with our telescopes are but as so
many grains of sand in a sea, compared with the
great ocean of space, void to our senses, in which
those worlds are scattered.

The proportion of non-matter, which is émper-
ceptible to our senses, to the matter which our
senses are constructed to perceive, far exceeds what
even figures could express. It is most improbable
that those vast interspaces between the worlds of
molecular structure should not be oceupied by many
other combinations of atoms than such as form
molecules; but which, if they filled the whole
space, and even were thronging about us every-
where, would still be unperceived by and unknown
to us because, not being of molecular substance,
they can make no impression upon our senses and
therefore are not perceptible to our consciousness.

‘What is a MAN?

All that our senses can perceive is a marvellous
mechanism of molecular structure admirably
adapted for existence upon a world also strue-
tured of molecules. This mechanism is subject
to all the forces that control matter. But it is
subject also to certain other forces that appear
specially to control organic matter.

It is the province of Physiology to investigate
this material mechanism, to frace the parts of
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which it is composed, to find the function of each
part, and to observe the effects upon that structure
of the physical and organic forces.

But although this mechanism is subject to the
same forces as is all other molecular structure, it is
also manifestly moved and directed by another
force, distinguished from the physical and
organic forces in this, that it is not, like them,
a blind force, but an dntelligent force—acting in
obedience to a power, other than itself, that exercises
an independent choice of actions,

This intelligent and directing Power is not one

of the Physical Forces, for often it acts in oppo-
sition to them. It is also a Power existing, if
not generated, within the mechanism, whose
actions it prescribes although seemingly inde-
pendent of it.
. This is the Intelligent Something—call it what
we will—be it a form or a force—an entity or a
mode of motion —an actual being or merely an
influence—which it is the proper Province of
Psychology to investigate.

Assuming it to be an actual entity—something
other than a mere resultant from a certain collo-
cation of matter—the Greeks called it Psyche, and
we have called it indiscriminately—Soul—Spirit—
Mind. Adopting for scientific purposes the ancient
term Psyche, we have the term Psychology,
which, in plain English, means “The Science of

the Soul.”
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































