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PREFACE.

THE following engravings, intended to depict the
course of thousands of opium-smokers in China, were
originally published in the form of cartoons by the
Chinese themselves. For years past they have been
posted up in the wayside tea-houses, and on the walls
of public places, and circulated far and wide amongst
the Chinese people, at the expense of native gentle-
men who have been alarmed at the spread of opium-
smoking, or who have wished to store up merit for
themselves by circulating tracts and leaflets exhorting
men to virtue. These cartoons are issued to the British
public with a translation of the accompanying text,
because they give the best possible key to the Chinese
estimate of the evil of opium-smoking, and it is by the
Chinese estimate alone that the evil can be fairly
gauged. Of course it is not intended to be under-
stood that every opium-smoker meets with the fate
depicted here ; but the fate is sufficiently common to
make these delineations impressive to the average

native mind. This, and many like tracts and pamph-










No. 2.
“ PARENTAL EXPOSTULATIONS.”

[The opium-smoker, who has been detected in
his secret indulgences, is now seen kneeling
before his father to ask forgiveness and promise
amendment. His mother leans on her staff in
an adjoining room, and his child runs away
with the dreaded pipe. The hold of the habit,
however, is already established. The motives
of interest, duty, affection, good name—all
prove too feeble to arrest the downward career
of the smoker. ]

“He gives no heed to the grey hairs of his
parents,

Nor to their earnest hope that their darling
child should follow in their steps.

He cares not for father leaning on his staff,
or mother wetting her robe with tears,
And still does not throw away his vice when

confronted with the couch.

If even he kneels on the pavement to receive
in humility the parental instructions,

In the end he is still unable to eradicate the
lingering habit.

When mouth only is reformed into right
and heart continues wrong, itis desperate
indeed.

As soon as he has gone forth again he drifts
on wind and tide to haunts of vice else-
where.”’
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No. 4.
“HABIT FIXED: ESTATE RUINED.”

[This picture represents the sale of family
estates, in most of the Chinese series, with the
figure of a- silversmith in the foreground
testing and melting the silver that is changing
hands, The original from which the engraving
in the present series, however, is copied, would
seem to have represented the wife as painting
scrolls fora livelihood, and a servant in the fore.
ground preparing opium by the usual method
of boiling for his master’s use.]

“ WHEN he comes to sell the last inch of the
family land, he does not even then eradicate
the habit.

Lives melt away under the signature of his
pencil, and lives melt away under his pipe.

The sorrow born of opium madness slays the
members of his own family.

Outside his own circle who is there to take
pity on them ?

Everything changes to dust when passed
through the red furnace fire.

Not a trace of either opium or estate is left
behind by the process;

All because he used the pipe for a genteel
pastime,

He has now reached that extreme stage of
baseness and degradation.”
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No. s.

“DEAF TO ENTREATY.”

[Wife and child are now seen weeping at the
side of the couch. The house is no longer
thronged with attendants, and the aged mother

brings him tea, leaning on her staff. ]

““HE now thinks nolonger of either wife or child,

Who both find it heart-breaking to part from
him for life or death.

Their piercing entreaties alternate with loud-
voiced lamentations.

By the couch their fast-flowing tears blend
together.

How is it that his infatuation approaches
madness ?

They are sad at heart, but he heeds not : they
wail aloud, but he heeds not :

The only thing he heeds is dandling his
lamp: it is to the lamp that his thoughts
cling.

And his spirit is at rest in spite of all when he

has reached the semi-intoxication.’’







No. 6.
“RESENTMENTS SOWN.”

[ The wife in her indignation dashes the opium
utensils to the ground, and prepares to split up
the pipe. The husband, outraged by this in-
terference with his pleasures, seizes a bamboo
stick and beats her. He is restrained from
violence only by some friend or attendant. ]

“ RAGE now makes itself heard, and her bosom
is full of grief :

She angrily seizes the steel knife to split up
her husband’s pipe.

Alas! as she grasped the handle, he at the
same time thought of the rod.

What did he care that he heaped to over-
flowing the resentments of the sorrowful
creature ? |

What heed did he pay to the gossip of friends
and the jeers of companions ? *

The lamp shade is fractured and the opium
needle broken,

The jade-lamp and the opium-pot shattered
into powder ;

But it is to be feared you have not changed
his mind, and stopped the crave for
opium.”
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APPENDIX L 31

a distance of twenty thousand miles, acknowledges
the same ways of heaven, the same human nature,
and has the like perceptions of the distinctions
between life and death, benefit and injury.

«Our heavenly Court has for its family all that is.
within the four seas: the Great Emperor's heaven-
like benevolence—there is none whom it does not
overshadow. FEven regions remote, desert, and dis-
connected, have a part in the general care of life and
of well-being.

«In Kwang-tung since the removal of the inter-
dicts upon maritime communication, there has been a
constantly flowing stream, of commercial intercourse.
The people of the land, and those who come from
abroad in foreign ships, have reposed together in the
enjoyment of its advantages, for tens of years past, even
until this time. And as regards the rhubarb, teas,
raw silk, and similar rich and valuable products of
China, should foreign nations be deprived of these,
they would be without the means of continuing life.
So that the heavenly Court by granting, in the one-
ness of its common benevolence, permission for the
sale and exportation thereof—and that without stint
or grudge—has indeed extended its favours to the
utmost circuit (of .the nations), making its heart one
with the core of heaven and earth.

« But there is a tribe of depraved and barbarous
people, who, having manufactured opium for smoking,
bring it hither for sale, and seduce and lead astray
the simple folk, to the destruction of their persons,
and the draining of their resources. Formerly the
smokers thereof were few, but of late, from each to
other the practice has spread its contagion, and daily
do its baneful effects more deeply pervade the central
source, its rich fruitful and flourishing population. It
is not to be denied that the simple folk, inasmuch as
they indulge their appetite at the expense of their
lives, are indeed themselves the authors of their
miseries ; and why then should they be pitied ? Yet
in the universal Empire under the sway of the great
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vastness of the sacred intelligence it befits us to adopt
first the course of admonition. And not having as
yet sent any communication to your honourable
sovereignty—should severest measures of interdiction
be all at once enforced, it might be said in excuse
that no previous knowledge thereof has been possessed.

“We would now then concert with your honour-
able sovereignty means to bring to a perpetual end
this opium, so hurtful to mankind : we in this land
forbidding the use of it—and you, in the nations under
your dominion, forbiddingits manufacture. Asregards
what has been already made, we would have your
honourable nation issue mandates for the collection
thereof, that the whole may be cast into the depths
of the sea. We would thus prevent the longer exis-
tence between these heavens and this earth of any
portion of the hurtful thing. Not only then will the
people of this land be relieved from its pernicious
influence, but the people of your honourable nation
too (for as they make, how know we that they do not
also smoke it ?) will, when the manufacture is indeed
forbidden, be likewise relieved from the danger of its
use. Will not the result of this be the enjoyment by
each of a felicitous condition of peace? For your
honourable nation’s sense of duty being thus devout,
shows a clear apprehension of celestial principles, and
the supreme heavens will ward off from you all
calamities. It is also in perfect accordance with
human nature, and must surely need the approbation
of sages.

““ Besides all this, the opium being so severely pro-
hibited in this land, that there will be none found to
smoke it, should your nation continue its manufacture,
it will be discovered after all that no place will afford
opportunity for selling it, that no profits will be
attainable. Is it not far better to turn and seek other
occupation than vainly to labour in the pursuit of a
losing employment ?

“ And furthermore, whatever opium can be discovered
in this land, is entirely committed to the flames and







APPENDIX II.

Prince KunNe's LETTER To SIR R, ALCOCK.

% From Tsungli Yamen to Sir R. Alcock, July, 186g.

« The writers have on several occasions, when
conversing with His Excellency the British Minister,
referred to the opium trade as being prejudicial to the
general interests of commerce. The object of the
treaties between our respective countries was to secure
perpetual peace, but if effective steps cannot be taken to
vemove an accimulating sense of injury from the winds
of miei, it is to be feared that no policy can obviale sources
of future trouble. Day and night the writers are
considering the question, with a view to its solution,
and the more they reflect upon it, the greater does
their anxiety become, and hereon they cannot avoid
addressing His Excellency very carnestly on the
subject. That opium is like a deadly poison, that it
is most injurious to mankind, and a most serious
provocative of ill-feeling, is, the writers think, per-
fectly well known to His Excellency, and it is therefore
needless for them to enlarge further on these points.
The Prince” (the Prince of Kung is the president of
the Board) “and his colleagues are quite aware that
the opium trade has long been condemned by Eng-
land as a nation, and that the right-minded merchant
scorns to have to do with it. But the officials and
people of this empire, who cannot be so completely
informed on the subject, all say that England trades
in opium because she desires to work China’s ruin,
for (say they) if the friendly feclings of England are
genuine, since it is open to her to produce and trade
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What wonder if officials and people say that England
ts wilfully working ont Clina's ruin, and has no real
friendly feeling for her. The wealth and generosity
of England is spoken of by all ; she is anxious to
prevent and anticipate all injury to her commercial
interest. How is it, then, she can hesitate to remove
an acknowledged evil? Indeed, it cannot be that
England still holds to this evil bubll'lt,bb earning the
hatred of the officials and people of China, and
making herself a reproach among the nations, be-
cause she would lose a little revenue were she to forfeit
the cultivation of the poppy! The writers hope that
His hxcellcnc}r will memorialize his Government to
ogive orders in India and elsewhere to substitute the
cultivation of cereals or cotton. Were both nations
to rigorously prohibit the growth of the poppy, both
the traffic in and the consumption of opium might
alike be put an end to. To do away with so great an
evil would be a great virtue on England’s part ; she
would strengthen friendly relations and make herself
illustrious. How delightful to have so great an act
transmitted to after ages! This matter is injurious
to commercial interests in no ordinary degree. If His
Excellency the British Minister cannot, before it is
too late, arrange a plan for a joint prohibition (of the
traffic), then no matter with what devotedness the
writers may pledd, they may be unable fo cause the
pfeople to put aside ill-feeling, and so strengthen friendly
relations as to place them for cver beyond jfear of dis-
turbance. Day and night, therefore, the writers give
to this matter most earnest thought, and overpowering
is the distress which it occasions them. Having thus
presumed to unbosom themselves, they would be
honoured by His Excellency’s reply.”







APPENDIX I1II. 39

a source of revenue in India, while China contends for
the lives and prosperity of her people. The ruling
motive with China is to repress opium by heavy
taxation everywhere; whereas with England the
manifest object is to make opium cheaper, and thus
increase and stimulate the demand in China.,

«With motives and principles so radically opposite,
it is not surprising that the discussion commenced at
Chefoo in 1876 has up to the present time been fruit-
less of good results. The whole record of this
discussion shows that inducement and persuasion
have been used in behalf of England to prevent any
additional taxation of opium in China, and objections
made to China exercising her undoubted right to
regulate her own taxes—at least, with regard to opium.

« T may take the opportunity to assert here, once
for all, that the single aim of my government in taxing
opium will be in the future, as it has always been in
the past, to repress the traffic—never the desire to
gain revenue from such a source. Having failed to
kill a serpent, who would be so rash as to nurse it in
his bosom ? If it be thought that China countenances
the import for the revenue it brings, it should be known
that my government will gladly cut off all such revenue
in order to stop the import of opium. My Sovereign
has never desired his empire to thrive upon the lives
or infirmities of his subjects.

“ In discussing opium taxation a strange concern,
approachingtoalarm, hasbeen shownin behalf of China,
lest she should sacrifice her revenue ; and yet objection
and protest are made against rates which could be
fixed for collection at the ports and in the interior.
The Indian Government is in the background at every
official discussion of the opium traffic, and every pro-
posed arrangement must be forced into a shape
acceptable to that government and harmless to its
revenues. This is not as it should be. Each govern-
ment should be left free to deal with opium according
to its own lights. If China, out of compassion for her
people, wishes to impose heavy taxes to discountenance







IV.
GENERAL SUMMARY,

THE foregoing pages may be accepted as a fair state-
ment of the current Chinese opinion upon the use of
opium, and the more than questionable morality of
our trade in the drug. The text accompanying the
cartoons, may be fairly claimed as representing un-
official, and the documents printed in the appendixes
official views, maintained without a syllable of varia-
tion or discrepancy through two or three generations
of Chinese statesmanship. The two sets of views sus-
tain and strengthen each other by the completeness
of their agreement, and are asserted in practical
Chinese life, if not with absolute consistency, at least
with as much consistency as seems possible to average
human nature throughout the world.

It is sometimes argued by supporters of our present
opium trade, that opium-smoking is not worse than
spirit-drinking in England, and that till we suppress
the latter at home, we cannot very well entertain the
request of the Chinese to assist in the prohibition of
the former abroad. Competent observers, however,
seem agreed that though opium-smoking does not
tend so directly as dram-drinking to crimes of violence,
its physical, moral, and social consequences are
equally, if not more, disastrous. Admitting for the
sake of argument that the two are precisely parallel,
are we prepared to maintain that we have reached
such finality in our licensing and excise systems, that
we are entitled to enforce the same systems as in-
fallible models in all our international relations?
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the aggregate wealth of the nation to which he
belongs? Do we fix the degree of murder by a
calculation of the fractional proportion of the victim’s
entity to the sum total of the population ? Should the
lowest average given even be the correct average, we
must remember that opium-smoking is practised
almost exclusively by adult males, who are generally
heads of families, and that the social disaster is there-
fore more widespread than the bare number of smokers
might imply: and the lower, too, the average of
opium-smokers, the more manifest will it be that the
large majority of the population regard the practice
with the utmost dread.

It is said by some that opium has been grown in
China from time immemorial, and that Englishmen
are in no way responsible for its first introduction.
This much at least may be allowed, that opium was
taken in small consignments to China by the Portu-
guese long before the days of the East India Company;
but the traffic has certainly reached its present
terrible dimensions under the East India Company
regime, and the British rule by which the regime of
the Company has been succeeded. Chinese popular
opinion everywhere brands us as the responsible
agents for all the social disaster growing up out of
the consumption of opium within the last generation,
and Chinese diplomacy will soon have recorded that
opinion in as direct a form as it possibly can upon
every new treaty negotiated. Whether the opinion is
right or wrong, it discounts our influence at Pekin and
throughout the whole of the eighteen provinces in a
way not yet realized by the British public. The last
six years of her Britannic Majesty’s Minister’s life at
Pekin have been mainly spent in trying to beat down
the high rates of taxation, which the Chinese Govern-
ment proposed to place upon opium, not for income
merely, but with the avowed object of reducing the
consumption of the drug. When this has been
the supreme object of British diplomacy, who can
tell how many other interests have been sacrificed













