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LIMITS OF DREAM-INTELLIGENCE. 181

then asked their weight, so as to get an idea of their
total cost, and he replied, “ Forty pounds.” Not in
the least surprised, I proceeded to calculate their cost:
40 x 10 = 400 = 12 = 33L. But, oddly enough, T
took this quotient as pence, just as though I had not
already divided by 12, and so made the cost of a fowl
to be 2s. 9d., which seemed to me a fair enough price.
In my second dream I was at Cambridge, among a
lot of undergraduates. I saw a coach drive up with
six horses. Three undergraduates got out of the eoach.
I asked them why they had so many horses, and they
said, “ Because of the luggage.” I then said, “The
luggage is much more than the urdergraduates. Can
you tell me how to express this in mathematical sym-
bols? This is the way: if @ is the weight of an
undergraduate, then @ 4+ " represents the weight of
an undergraduate and his Iuggage together.” T noticed
that this sally was received with evident enjoyment.!
We may say, then, that the structure of our dreams,
equally with the fact of their completely illusory
character, points to the conclusion that during sleep,
Just as in the moments of illusion in waking life, there

' I may, perhaps, observe, after giving two dreams which have o do
with mathematieal operations, that, though I was very fond of them in
my college daye, I have long ceased to ocenpy myself with these pro-
cesses. 1 would add, by way of redecming my dream-intellicence from
a Eleaervnd charge of silliness, that I once pe;:['m-mect i msp:r:mble in-
tellectual fﬂﬂtr when asleep. I put together the riddle, * What might
i :.vnm]un ship say when her side was stove in? Tremendous ! "
(T rm‘f-mund-ua}. I was aware of having tried to improve on the form
of this pun, T am happy to say I am not given to punning durine
"ﬁ'ELkilltg life, thoughi I had a fit of it once. It strikes me that ;unnin:
] e : e cnr - 1 = 4
vonsisting as it does essentially of overlcoking sense and attending to

Eﬂun[l* iﬂ juﬂt E-U.ﬂ].l a d[_l-bag,cd kiﬂﬂ Uf inl S
08 ellecty iy o,
look for in sleep, 1al activity as one might

*













AFTER-DREAMS AND SPECTLRES, 185

had an apparition of a strange-looking man in
medieval costume, a ficure by no means agreeable,
and which seemed altogether unfamiliar to her. The
next morning, on rising, she recognized the original of
her hallucinatory image in a portrait hanging on the
wall of her bedroom, which must have impressed itself
on her brain before the occurrence of the apparition,
though she had not attended to it. Oddly enough, she
now learnt for the first time that the house at which
she was staying had the reputation of being haunted,
and by the very same somewhat repulsive-looking medi-
@eval personage that had troubled her inter-somnolent
moments, The case seems to me to be typical with
respect to the genesis of ghosts, and of the reputation
of haunted houses.

NOTE.
THE HYPNOTIC CONDITION.

I have not in this chapter discussed the relation
of dreaming to hypnotism, or the state of artificially
produced quasi-sleep, because the nature of this last
15 still but very imperfeetly understood. In this
condition, which is induced in a number of ways by
keeping the attention fixed on some non-exciting ob-
ject, and by weak continuous and monotonous stimu-
lation, as stroking the skin, the patient can be made
to act conformably to the verbal or other suggestion of
the operator, or to the bodily position which he is made
to assume. Thus, for example, if a glass containing

*

































































































































































































































































































N T [y La]
RECOLLECTION OF PRENATAL EVENTS. 281

themselves in our mental life, and so give rise to ap-
parently personal recollections? No one can say that
this is not so. When the infant first steadies his eyes
on a human face, it may, for aught we know, experience
a feeling akin to that deseribed above, when through
a survival of dream-fancy we take some new scene to
be already familiar. At the age when new emotions
rapidly develop themselves, when our hearts are full
of wild romantic aspirations, do there not seem to
blend with the eager passion of the time deep reso-
nances of a vast and mysterious past, and may not
this feeling be a sort of reminiscence of prenatal,
that is, ancestral experience ?

This idea is certainly a fascinating one, worthy to
be a new scientific support for the beautiful thought
of Plato and of Wordsworth. But in our present state
of knowledge, any reasoning on this supposition would
probably appear too fanciful. Some day we may find
out how much ancestral experience is capable of be-
queathing in this way, whether simply shadowy, unde-
finable mental tendencies, or something like definite
concrete ideas. If, for example, it were found that a
child that was descended from a line of seafaring
ancestors, and that had never itself seen or heard of
the “dark-gleaming sea,” manifested a feeling of re-
cognition when first beholding it, we might be pretty
sure that such a thing as recollection of prenatal events
does take place. Dut till we have such facts, it seems
better to refer the “shadowy recollections ” to sources
which fall within the individual’s own experience.

We may now pass to those hallucinations of
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