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28 PARALYSIS FROM AFFECTIONS OF THE SPINAL CORD.

to the nervous matter of the cord, would be first exposed to
injurious pressure.

Irrespectively, however, of pressure from effusion, there is one
circumstance connected with the peculiar mechanism of the
vertebral column which is worthy of consideration in cases of
spinal congestion, and it is this: that the spinal cord more com-
pletely fills the vertebral canal in the dorsal region than it does
either above or below, and that, therefore, symptoms of com-
pression of the dorsal portion of the cord may present them-
selves at a very early stage of the disease. But as this fact is,
if possible, of still greater importance in relation to myelitis,
I will again refer to it.

We may be too ready to attribute morbid phenomena of the
nervous system to the influence of pressure from effusion, seeing
that in the healthy condition the cerebro-spinal fluid serves as
a support and protection to the spinal cord and nerves. In old
age, too, there is a disposition in the cord to shrink, and the
transudation of serum proceeds pari passu with the diminishing
bulk of the organ. So far, therefore, it is a conservative action ;
but the increased mass of fluid must necessarily produce a
sensible effect on the pia mater which surrounds a diminished
cord; and it is just in this state of things that we are most
likely to obtain relief by the local evacuating influence of
blisters,

The ergot of rye has obtained great celebrity, and has been
very much used in France within the last few years, in spinal
congestion and in myelitis, in consequence of the property which
it appears to possess of acting on the vaso-motor nerves, and
thereby of diminishing the supply of blood to the spinal cord.
I shall revert to this remedy in reference to the treatment of
myelitis,

Paralysis from Meningitis of the Cord.

" In meningitis of the spinal cord, paralysis does mot occur,
except from pressure produced by exudation of fluid, or by the
extension of inflammation and disorganization of the cord itself.
M. Ollivier has given a very interesting example of sponta-
neous spinal meningitis, in which the symptoms accorded entirely
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