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Fig, 1.—Group of Scrapie Sheep at rest.

Fia. 2.—Same group a short time after. Two of them are seen rubling themselves
on the farm implements.




















































































18 BORAPIE IN SHEEP.

frequently among the slender, delicately-built animals, those bearing
in themselves the fully-developed * Electoral” character, rather than
among the large strong animals distinguished for their * tti
character. In his article on Negretti sheep, Settegast me-nt.iﬂnsi‘i::itha
*“ trotting disease ”’ does not appear among the Negretti sheep. Lastly,
the disease appears most frequently among the rams, less frequently
among the ewes, and only very seldom among the wethers.

The “trotting disease’ is most prevalent in Saxony, Moravia, and
Silesia, where the Electoral sheep are most favoured, and where the
sale for breeding has grown to great dimensions. Wherever Negretti
animals, on the other hand, were reared, and the sale of breeding
animals took a secondary place, the disease only appears in individual
cases or not at all. To this circumstance is due the assertion that the
sheep of the south have less predisposition for the disease than those
of more northern countries, which are greatly inclined to the disease
from elimatie influences.

The disease only attacks animals of one to, at most, four years of
age. It is extremely rare for any sheep below or above that age to
get the disease. Richter stands alone 1 recounting cases in a half-
year’s lamb and in a six-years’ old ewe. Lastly, very delicately-built
and very fat animals show, in general, a greater predisposition,
especially very lively, immoderately lecherous rams which are, more-
over, prone to onanism.

Predisposition is inherited by animals begotten by fathers or born of
mothers suffering from the *trotting disease.” The disease dev
whenever the external provocative causes can act upon the ani
The disease may be even bred in animals though it did not atiain

t in thetr parents ; and there are not a few cases on record
given by Rickter and Richthofen where the rams were healthy but their
offspring nevertheless were  trotters.” [Italics mine.—J. P, M‘G.]

The reasons given up to now for the cause of the disease have been
many and various, and, of course, the more incomplete the knowledge
of the nature of the disease the less correct they are. And to be
quite sincere, up to the present moment the more immediate causes
have not been ascertained with absolute certainty. Some, however,
may be mentioned which probably do produce the disease ; and others,
again, which probably have more or less effect upon it.

To the first category belong, prolonged, premature, too continuous
breeding of first-rate fine-wooled animals. Hspecially is this so where
rams are used up to their twelfth year, when their procreative power
is unnaturally worked up. There is also the disproportionate, ex-
cessively strenuous, application of valuable rams for breeding purposes
for the sake of a numerous offspring. There is the thrice lambing of
ewes in two years, and finally, above all, the too prolonged and con-
tinuous pairing of animals already closely related. According to
historical information given by Seer in connection with the stock
sheep-farms of the Electorate of Saxony, a Merino race had been
introduced from Spain in 1777, in which consanguine breeding had
been steadily carried on. Twenty-five years later the * trotting disease
was no unusual occurrence. The same thing was experienced at
Rambouillet.














































Fig. 3.—Caze 4. Hali-bred Ewe with Scrapie. Note the emaciation, the
abrazions on the legs, and the swelling on the nose, There iz no falling off

of the wool on the flanks.

Fie. 4.—Head of Case 4.  Showing th awelling on the nose, the
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the wool rubbed off,
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—~Case 8. Half-bred Ewe with Serapie,
of the animal at the time of the photograph to indicate that it is ill.

There is nothing in the demennour
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Fig. 7.—8ection of skeletal muscle from Case 7, showing about 43 sarcocysts
in one field [ = 50 eiea),

Fro. 8.—Case 8, Cheviot Tup with Scrapie. No falling out of wool as yet.
Note the characteristic attitude with the head low and held to the side, and
the ears leld out at right angles and slightly drooped.












Fig. 9. —Clage 10. Half-bred Ewe 1in an advanced stare of the disease. Nole the
falling off of the wool and the emaciation. The animal is quite alert, however,

Fig. 10.—Case 14. Skin of side removed. showine sxtensive cavity containing
rounded fatty bodies and having strands of fat crossing it. The two knives
are in the continuation of the eavity forward, and the glass pipette is lying
behind the fatty strands.












Fii. 11,—Some of the rotind I';11r:'-' bodies from the 1-:1\'11}' :llcl!l.!{ the back of
Case 14.
























Fiz. 12.—Merino Ewe (referred to in text) suffering from Traberkrankheit. Note
the general attitude, and especially the spread out hind legs,

Fi6. 13.—Same as in Fig. 12.  Note the atlitude.












FiG. 14.—Same as in Fig, 12: showing the animal trotting,
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Fic. 15.—Same as in Fig. 12 : showing the animal reacting to its skin being pinched.
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