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THE PARKMAN TRAGEDY.

AT no time, within the recollection of any !
eitizen of Boston, has there been so great, and
g0 general an excitement, as was occasioned
by Ene sudden and unaccountable disappearance
of Dr. George Parkman, one of our wealthiest
citizens. Almost every resident of Boston was
familiar with the face, form, and gait of Dr.
Parkman, and when he was no longer. seen
threading onr busy streets on his usual errands
of business, the enquiry of “Where is he?”
fell from the lips of all who knew him, and were
accustomed to perform with him their business
trnsactions.

Dr. Parkman, as we have already said, was a
man of wealth, and alse of high standing in
community, and possessed of distingnished con-
pexions. On Friday November 23d, Dr George
Parkman was missed by his family and friends,
and immediate search was made to endeavour
to ascertain hie whereabouts, but without avail.
Intelligence having been communicated to the
City Marshall, Francis Tukey, of the unavail-
ing search of Dr. Parkman's friends, the officers
of the Police were sent out in every direction
to endeavonr to reclaim the missing man.

Az an additional indueement to continue the
search, Robert G. Shaw, Esq., a near relative of
Dr. Parkman, offered a reward of $3000 for the’
recovery of the Dr's body, and such information
a3 should lead to the detection of the individual
who had dealt foully with him, providing such
a course had been pursued towards him,

Varions rumours were put in cireunlation in re-
ference to the Doctor’s having been seen in dif-
ferent places. At one time it was reported that
he was seen, on the day he was missed, “to
pass over Cambridge Bridge in company with
an Irishman”—again “he was seen in New
York"—and again *in Milton ;" all these places
were immediately resorted to by the Police and
their investigations only went to show how
liable people are to be mistaken, and also served
to caution them how they put in circulation re-
ports which were not well founded.

Every one seemed petrified with astonish-
ment, and the unparalleled excitement in the
City produced a complete paralysis in business.

Groups of anxious individuals might be seen
upon the corners of the streets, and crowds con-
vened in the varieus public places, talking over
the wonderful disappearance,

At length the public were completely as-
tounded by the appearance of an article in one
of our city papers, which implicated a cerfain
distinguished Professor! *“Who can it be?”
enquired anxious multitudes. The secret was
at length out, and Professor John W. Febsler of
Harvard Medical College was arrested on sus-
picion and conveyed to Leverett Street Jail,

The facts which appear to implicate Profes-
gor Webster as the murderer of Dr. Parkman,
zre first, that on the Friday of the Di's disap-
pearance, he was seen by several perzons to en-
ter the Medical College. 2dly, Professor Web-
ster told the Rev. Dr. Parkman, brother of the
deceased, that he (Webster) had paid the de-
funct the sum of $470 on a mortgage of person-
al property, the very day, and about the time he
was last seen, But when asked to exhibit the
receipt for the money paid, he said that he had
taken none. Yesterday the Professor called on
Mr. Waterman, tinman, in Couort street, and
ordered a led or tin box to be manufactured for
him, the tup of which he was to sodder on him-
self. The box was to be sent to Cambridge
when it waa finished.

It is said also that when Professor Webster
was arrested yesterday, ke manifested the ut-
most trepidation, then called for a glass of wat-
er, and having by great exertion swallowed a
small quantity Immediately vomited it up a-
gain. [His conduct at the jail was that of a
maniac.

Dr. Webster is about fifty years of age, has
a wife and five children, and has hitherto borne
an unblemished character. His family, of
course, are in a state of deepest agony.

It has been ascertained that Dr. Parkman,
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just before going into the college had purchased
eome articles of food at a provision store, near
the college, saying that he would call for them
shortly which he did not do.

Sukspicion was first directed to the Professor’s
room on account of the fact that a fire had been
kept constantly burning there for the past week,
and even, ever since the excitement. Such a
circnmstance was, in this case unusual, as there
had been no fire in that room for a long time
previcus.

Since the excitement attendant upon the dis-
appearance of Dr. Parkman, Professor Webster
has kept his room carefully locked, which oe-
casioned some suspicion on the part of those
who have succeeded in partially unravelling
this dreadful mystery.

On Friday last, between one and two o'clock’
Dr. Parkman stopped at a grocery store owned
by him in Cambridge street. He there left a
sinall bag of lettuce seed, and ordered sugar

-and other articles for his family. When he
left, he stated to the grocer that he should re-
turn in five minutes for the bag, as he was only
going to the hospital in Grove street.

The Dr. waz seen to enter the Hospital by
geveral individuals, but no person can be found
who saw him come out. His person is well
known in that vicinity, and it would have been
almost 2n impossibility for him to leave the Hos-
pital at that time of day, without being seen
and recognized by some person.

Attemnpts*have been made to trace the Dr. to
Cambridge, immediately after leaving the Col-
lege, but those who knew D, Parkman’s correct
habits, were persuaded that he would not have
undertaken to go there, so near to his dinner
hour, and when in the immediate vicinity of his
house.

Professor Webster came into town on Sun-
day last and visited the College, a cirucinstance
very unusual with him. He stated to parties
with whom le conversed, that seeinr a notice
in the evening papers of Dr. Parkman’s disap-
pearance, he came into town for the purpose of
notifying the family, where, when and how he
last saw him,

Professor Webster said that he owed Dr.
Parkman a personal mortgage, and that, between
the hours of one and two o'clock on Friday, he
(Professor Webster) paid Dr. Parkman the sum
of $483,62, for which he took a receipt. Mr.
Webster said that Dr. Parkman appeared as
usual, and he noticed nothing particular or sin-

gular in his behavior different from his ordinary

habits.

From other sources we learn that the mort-
gage was over due, and had been over due some
considerable time; that Dr. Parkman had pres-
ged the Professor for payment, which had been
promised several times, but it was not forth-
coming.

In this state of faets, it iz not unreasonanble to
suppose that—as rumor has already asserted—
an altercation tock place. 'What passed with-

The Parlkman Tragedy.

in the walls of that private room, no man may
ever know, but it is reduced to a certainty, al-
most absolute, that Dr. Parkman never crossed
the threshold of that door.

Dr. Webster is a Professor of Anatomy in the
College, and as far as the examination has at
present progressed, there has no way been fonnd
by which the remains could have been placed
in the position in which it was discovered, ex-
cept by raising the flooring in the Professor's
room.

I'rom many cireumstances that have transpir-
ed during the week suspicion have been strong-
ly and unceasingly directed towards Professor
Webster. His altered manner, his extreme
nervousness, his absent mindedness; all tending
to prove some powerful causes operating upon
his mind.

His door has been carefully locked during
the week, and no person has been permitted to
open it. This is contrary to his usual practice,
and the custom which he has generally followed
of allowing free ingress and egress to his rooms,
on all proper occasions. '

In the College there isa vanlt, into which the
offal arisine from dissecting is thrown. In
Professor Webster’s private room there is ano-
ther vault used by him to throw the residuum of
his laboratory, arising from chemical experi-
ments given in his lectures to students,

This vault was used for that express purpoae
and no other. Professor Webster was not con-
nected with the department of anatomy. He
had nothing to do with it. In that vault no offal
from bodies could possibly get there. It had no
right there, much less, any distinguishable por-
tion of 2 humen body.

But in this private vault, the lower part of
the body of a man has been found. -

The circumstances under which this astound-
ing discovery have been made, we have already
alluded to. ‘This morning the official aunthori-
ties, together with the relatives and friends of
the deceased assembled at the College and pro-
ceeded to extricate the remains so found.

After the closest investigation, the commit-
tee and anthorities were forcibly led to the pain-
ful conclusion that the mangled remnants before
them, were those of their missing father and
friend. A discovery calculated to fill them with
profound grief and horror. -

The proceedings of the committee of investi-
aation were conducted with the greatest secre-
ey ; and it is well that they were as the publie
were in such a high state of excitement.

The arrest of Professor Webster was made
by officers Clapp, Starkweather, and Spurr.
They went to his residence at seven o'clock last
evening, and although the Professor knew they
were police officers, he manifested not the least
alarm, but cheerfully accepted their invitation
to ride into town. They conversed in a fami-
liar manner upon ordinary topics until they
reached Leverett street jail, when the carriage
stopped. On being desired to alight, and ob-
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serving the place to which he had been convey-
ed, a sudden tremor shook his frame, but no
other emotion was at that moment exhibited.
Shortly after the bolt of the cell was drawn, his
gystem underwent a terrible reaction, and in an
hour's time, he was laboring under a state of
mental and physical exeitement which we are
told by an eye witness resembled the most vio-
lent stages of the hydrophobia.

The proceedings of the policemen with his
assistants, in making the breach into Professor
Webster's private vault, were ordered and con-
ducted by friends of the family. At least, we
have been eredibly informed that such is the
fact,

A posse of officers, armed with sufficient an-
therity, proceeded to Professor Webster’s house
this mornine for the purpese of examining the
premises. g.l‘h'ey had not, up to the hour of
going to press, returned. What discoveries are
made there, if there should be any, we will de-
tail in our next edition.

It ie asserted, but not upon sufficient authori-
ty, that the calcined bones of the head and
trunk of a man have been discovered upon Pro-
fessor Webster's premises in the College. It
seems marvellons that a Professor of chemistry
of Mr. Webster's acknowledged profoundity,
should take such means to destroy evidences of
crime if any has been committed. IHe had
abundant other and better means at command,
if such had been his object. i

The extraction of the mutilated remains took
place at about 10 o’clock this morning. From
early day until nearly noon the vicinity of the
College has heen the scene of the most intense
excitement and curiosity.  We have never wit-
nessed a scene of & similar natare in this city.
At one time the number around the building
could not have been less than one thousand.

Among the remors that prevail, mention is
made of Dr. Parkman’s watch having been found
together with a portion of the money, which he
had mbout him, in Professor Webster's private
room. Another rumor say that a congiderable
portion of his clothing has been discovered
there, while another says, that in the ashes, the
buttons only of his clothing have been identi-
fied. .

We ealled at the jail, about one o'cleck, and
learned-that Professor Webster passed the night
in the greatest agony and agitation. IHe was
carefully watched, but no demonstration of vio-
lence on himself was manifested. The ridicu-
tous rumor that prevailed in State street, of his
attempting sniﬂige, had not the slightest founda-
tion in fact. :

His eonduet doring the day has not been ma-
terially different from what it was during the
night. He holds no eonversation with the jail-
ors. Np persons are permitted to see him but
his immediate family, a particular friend, Mr.
Cunnin and his counsel.
~ While we were waiting at the jail office, sev-
eral of Prof. W.'s particular triends called to

see him, but they were politely informed that
the rules forbade it. They expressed them-
selves firmly of the opinion that Prof. Webster
could triumphantly vindieate himself against
every charge that might be brought against
him.

We understand that Prof. Webster has re-
tained the services of Hon. Franklin Dexter as
his counsel.

The arraignment will not be made till Mon-
day morning. It is expected that he will then
be placed at the bar of the police court, to an-
swer to a charge of wilful murder.

We have given in our sketches, the best in-
formation we could obtain from the best sources
open to us. Omitting a thousand and one ru-
mors, we have diligently sought for the trath,
and believe that every material statement pub-
lished by us may be relied upon.

The examination of the remains of Dr. Park-
man is now going on under the direction of Co-
roner Pratt. It issupposed that a report will not
be made befsre Monday.

We visited the Medical Hospital this after-
noon at four o'clock, and found every thing per-
fectly quiet. There were about thirty or forty
persons present.  On rapping at a side window,
we attracted the notice of officer Starkweather,
who, without opening the dwor, inforined us that
there was no admission for any person. Some
half dozen officers were then in the hall of the
hespital, ready to give warning to the chief, at
the first demonstration of a hostile nature.

At the same hour, we visited the Leverett
street jail, and learned fremn the jailor that the
professor had become much less nervons and
excited. He had been visited by his connsel,
whose advice had apparently alleviated the
dreadful excitement which, since his incarcera-
tion, had been manifested by him. - :

From other sources, partly to be credited and
partly not, we have learned the following inei-
derits t—

There was seen, and actnally noted down, the
fact that the professor's chemical experiments
took up a much larger portion of his time, dur-
ing the past week, than he was wont to bestow
upon them; and satisfactory proof seemed to
rest on the mind of Littlefield that the professor
was in his laberatory all night, on the Friday
that Dr. Parkman was missing.

A boy who lives opposite the foundry, stated
that on Saturday night last, one of the windows
of Professor Webster’s room was opened, and a
singular stench issned from it; but, as such
odors often oceurin the neighborhood, it created
no excitement.

An Irishman, by the name of Patrick Me-
Ginnis, who lives in what is called the *black
hole,” in Cypress street, harangued the multi-
tude, stating in his speech that he saw Dr.
Parkman go into the college on Friday morn-
ing; he came out at half-past one o'clock, and
returned at six in the evening. This man has
been employed to take away the offal, or thg
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relice of the dead bodies, and empty them into
the different recepticles of filth.

He was employed to go on an errand, and, in
passing up the stairs, heard what is supposed
to be an altercation in the professor’s study ;
the voice of Dr. Parkman he distinetly heard,
and could swear to, and the subject in dispute
was the payment of a sum of money which the
Dr. said had been duve for some time, and that
ke was tired of further promises. IHe stopped
at the door for a few moments, and heard a re-
ply made either that “he or you would not have
wmuch more trouble about the matter—it had an-
noyed him to death, and he was heanjily sick of
iL'!I f

There were many angry words used by both
parties, but he, MecGinnis, not thinking any
thing of the matter, left the door, and proceeded
to perform the errand that he had been instruct-
ed to do.

During the investigations that were had in
Professor Webster's private poom on Saturday
morning, a peculiar appearance of parts of the
floor was noticed, as though some portions of it,
in spots, had been very carefully and cleanly
washed.

Suspecting that this appearance could not
have been produced by simple washing, one of
the gentlemen present wet his finger with spit-
tle, rubbed it over the cleansed spots and tasted
of it. The presence of a powerful acid was
yYery apparent.,

Those spots were, undoubtedly, the places
where Dr. Parkman's life ide ebbed away. To
hide these evidences of crime—if crime there
was—sulphuric acid was applied, which, while
it lapped up the blood, left certain other evi-
dence,full as attractive and unmistakeable in its
mature.

Iv the search of Prof. Webster's premises, at
Cambridge, on Saturday, the officers did not
succeed In finding any papers or money that
could be traced to Dr. Parkman. They found,
however, a portion of silver which had been
melted, in the cinders under the grate of his
laboratory, and in the same room some false
teeth, which are known to have been the same
worn by Dr. Parkman.

These, so far as we are informed, were all
the evidences in reference to this dreadful
affair, that could be found at the professor’s
house. -

The Parkman Tragedy.

not pretend to say. We give the simple fact,
as any thing referring to Dr. Parkman's trans-
actions on that ill fated day are interesting, if
not important.

On the night of the arrest, last Friday, Prof.
Webster was taken from the jail to his room in
the college, about the hour of midnight. His
demeanor 18 described by an eye witness as be-
ing the most painful sicht he has ever seen.—
When brought into the room, a convulsive shud-
der pervaded his frame, depriving him of all
power or control over himself.

He counld not articulate, but when questioned
he bowed himself to the ground, a picture of
the greatest extremity of woe. He was, in a
most pitiable and emphatic sense, “a fearful
man.”

In explanation of the suspicions which were
elicited towards the professor, becaunse his door
was not opened, we learn that Mr. Littlefield
had, previous to this time, been charged with
duty of sweeping and arranging the room,which
he performed every morning. The door being
locked without apparent cause attracted atten-
tion.

Another circumstance. Professor Webster
was known to have been in this private room on
that Friday until after midnight—a thing very
un#sual.

A letter was sent to the Cambridge t
office, supposed to be in the handwriting of Dr.
Webster, somewhat disguised. It was found
by Dr. Ely Kingsley, postmaster of East Cam-
bridee, among his letters on the 30th November.
Dr. Kingsley looked at it, and observing the di
rection, “Francis Tukey, Boston,” concluded
to bring it over in person. The letter was
apparently written with the aid of a stick,
some of the words mis-spelt, and altogether
written and folded in a bungling manner. We
annex it:

“Dr, Parkman was taken on board the ship
Hercules, and this is all I dare tell you for fear
I shall be killed, I was one of the men at East
Cambridee. I took his watch, and as I was
going along the road that leads to the long
bridge to Boston, I threw it over for fear that [
should be detected.”

There was no signature.

Last evening, as officers Tarlton, Fuller,
Haath, and Bateman were prosecuting their
search for papers and documents calculated to

The mutilated remains that were found in
the professor's water closet and in the vault,
have been put together, and fully identified as
being part of the body of the unfortunate ]Jr.1
Parkman.

throw more light on this tragic affair, Mr.
Tarlton proposed that they should search under
the flooring of Professor Webster's private
room, which was accordingly Jdone, and lo!
they struck at once on a chest, or box, which

On Friday morning, the day when Dr. Park-
mn was missing, a gentleman called at his |
house in Walout street, After a brief inter- |
view at the door, they parted, the Dr appoint-
ing to meet the gentleman that afternoon be-
tween the hours of one and two o'clock. What
connéction this appointment had with his meet-
ing Prof. Webster at the hour named, we do

upon examination proved to be an old tea chest.
In the upper part of this receptacle they found
first a large quantity of mineral and other geo-
lorical specimens, all of them apprepriately la-
belled in Mr. Webster's hand wnting. After
removing quite a number of these stones, it was
proposed between them to lift the chest out and

capsize it ; this was instantly done, and the



mutilated trunk of evidently an old man and a
bowie knife, encrusted with blood,were tumbled
out from the bottom. The remains presented
appearance which tend very strongly to the be-
liaf that murder had been committed. It will
be remembered that when search was first made
in this affair, the entire right leg as high as the
hip joint, the left leg up to the knee joint, parts
of the head, and some mineral teeth had been
recovered. In the exposure of the box last eve-
ning, the trunk and left thigh were found in the
following condition:—the abdomen had been
opened and the intestines taken out, the carti-
lages of the ribs had been separated, and the
lungs, liver, and heart removed, the left thigh
h,ﬂgt.hen, by extreme violence, been bent up
forward, forced into the cavity of the
ehest, the ribs again let down over it, and the
whole compressed into the box, which was then
stuffed all around with tar, which is known to
be a highly disinfecting agent ; but as the re-
mains occupied considsrable room, a large num-
ber of mineral specimens to the amount of about
one hundred weight, vere forced in, to keep the
body down.

It was also discovered that two stabs had been
inflicted on the left side of the body, one in the
immediate region of the heart, and the other
about three inches below, whieh wounds were
evidently bestowed by the bowie knife found in
the box with the body. This knife was about
eight inches long in the blade, and one inch
and a quarter in width; either of these wounds,
to the depth to which they prokjebly penetrated,
would have caused death; it is, however, im-
possible to ascertain the exact depth of the
wonnds, as the vitals on which they took effect
have been removed, but they must at least have
been four inches in extent, as the breadth of the
orifices showthe full size of the knife, which
taperas away gradually at least four inches from
vhe point. .

An ezamination by experienced physicians
a#nd surgeons, will be commenced to-day, in
order, if possible, to identify the different por-
tions of the human frame just found in Pro-
fesser Webster's apartment as those of Doctor
Parkman.

All last night {he police were on duty with
extra force, the chief, Mr. Tukey. being all the
time present, ready for any emergency that
might arige, but, thanks to the sagacious meas-
ures of his Honor Mayor Bigelow,a disturbance
was avoided.

Had the parties at the college last night met
simultaneously at the spot, we doubt not an at-
tempt of some kind would have been made to
destroy the building.

P.S. We have made further inquiries con-
cerning the letter supposed to have been writ-
ten by Professor Webster and sent through the
Cambridge post office, ‘and arrive at the con-
clusion that there is at-least considerable doubt
whether it 1s really in the hand writing of the
muﬂd,-_rz' o'a 8L 1 10 peag]

?

The manuscript has been eompared with that
of Prof. W., and if it was written by him, the
evidences thereof have almost been completely
dispuised.

Knowing that the military of our city had
received orders from our worthy and diligent
Mayor to be in readiness at a moment's calling,
we paid a visit to the National Lancer and the
City Light Guard armory, and it appeared that
the Lancers were dismizsed at 8 1-2 o'clock,
with injunctions to parade in front of their ar-
mory at the ringing of the bell, armed amd
equipped, according to law, for immediate ser-
vice. We found Captain White of the Lancers
and one or two of his officera up and dressed at
the armory of the City Guards, ready for duty
as he always is with his gallant corps, at the
shortest notice. The City Guards, under their
gallant commander, Captain N. A. Thompsos—
this admirable corps of our citizen soldi
were mustered in their strength at their armory
in Faneunil Hall, and were prepared to act at a
minute’s notice ; they are, we believe, consid-
ered as the crack corps of our independent sol-
diery. The serviceable and splendid compan
of the Boston Artillery, under command of thew
energetic and much loved commander, Captain .
W. W. Bullock, were kept in a state of expee-
tancy till ten o'clock, with the same orders for
future action as were issued to the companies
previously named.

The tin box ordered by Professor Webster of
Mr. Nathaniel Waterman, was spoken for on
Friday morning last,the day of the arrest.—
Mr. Watezman says that the professor was im a
great hurry for it. It is about the size of a
tea chest. His workmen, however, were not
able to finish it in time, and the article now re-
mains in his store, marked with Prof. Webster's
name.

The extraordinary size of the box, corres-
ponding as it does with the tea chest that wae
found secreted in Prefessor Webster's private
rocm, leads strongly to the inference that it was
intended for the 1dentical tea chest, in which
were found the remains of a human body. It
would seem as if the waight of testimon
against the %ﬂ:f essor is already sufficient to cras
any man. But we earnestly hope the publie
will suspend their judgment until the other side
is heard.

The proceedings of the committee of investi-
gation have been kept profoundly secret up to
this time, every person connected with it being
pledged to silence, so that no information, posi-
tive or negative, can be obtained from any one
connected with it.

The object of this profound and carefully
euarded examination appears, at a first glance,
to be without any proper motive; but we think
that a careful examination of the desultory ac-
counts which we have published will show that
that cornmittee look farther and beyond the arrest
which has already been made. rng
Though many of the facts that have come to
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light strongly inculpate Professor Webater, we

have some reason to believe that suspicions and

investigations tend another way, which may

possibly exonerate the professor from all

ﬂin&lit}* in this dreadfu]l and most mysterions
ir.

If ‘it shall be proved that some person other
than the professor had access to his private
reoms ; if it shall be proved that keys of every
room in the building were intrusted to one indi-
vidual; if it shall appear that this person had
reasons of his own for bringing disgrace upon
the college or infamy upon one of ita profcssors,
then the reasons for this silent investigation
are apparent.  We dare not venture an opinion
upon these points.

One thing #8 certain. A 'body, or portions
ef a body, were found where none ought to
be. How did it come there ? This is the
great point for investiration. Whether the
body found is that of Dr. Parkman or not, the
inquisition is carried on golely to this question,
How did it come there? By Dr. Webster's
sannivance, or some other means? The report
of the committee will solve - these pregnant
questions.

The jury of inquest, summoned by Coroner
Pratt, consists of—

Osmyn Brewster, foreman,
John L. Andrews,

Lewis Jones,

Pearl Martin,

Thomas Restieaux,
Hiram Merrill,

We ascertained this forenoon that Professor
Webster remained very quiet last night, and his
gystem is now free from that dreadful state of |
nervous excitement which pervaded it on his |
first incarceration. He ate a supper of oysters
last evening, with apparent relish. His numer-
ous friends will be rejoiced to learn that he has
not lost his appetite.

We learn that a tremendous excitement exists
in Bast Cambridge on'this subject. Threats of
violence have been made there against the col-
lege, but we donotapprehend the fulfillment of
any hostile design.

- A gentleman comnected with this office is
now at the medical college in company of the
examining physicians.

The mutilated parts that have been found,
and which have been kept carefolly in a box,
are now being put together for the purpose of
identification. The procesdings are conducted
by a coramittee of Boston physicians.

There is, we understand, no doubt of the
identity of the bones that have been found.—
The last and only link that i wanting ia in ref- |
erence to the jaw bone that has been found.
~ This will he furnished in the most eatisfactory
manner by Dr. Keep, Dentist, who eperated en
that part for Dr. Parkman, about a fortnight
previous to his disappearance. '
~ The sorprise whieh was manifested by the

eammunity on the afterncon of Friday, the 23d
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ult,,and which continued to increase from day
to day, as all efforts to ascertain the where.
abouts of Doctor George Parkman became abor-
tive, was followad on the morning of Saturday
last, by a consternation unp-lrnlleid among our
people. On the latter day, it became generally
known that fragpments of a human corpse had
been found on the premises occupied by Doctor
John W. Webster, the Professor of Chemistry
in Harvard College, in the building in North
Grove street, in which the Medical Lectures of
Harvard University are delivered. The fact
that immediately contiguous to these premises
the dissecting room of the students was located
led some people to believe that the remains
might have been part of a subject which had
been bronght there for dissectian, but the pecu-
liarity of the situation in which those remsins
were found, and ether eircumstances which we
shall narrate, soon gave a different version to
the matter, and led to the belief that the muti-
lated corpse might be that of Doctor George
Parkman.

So various and comflicting had been the ru-
mors throughont the whole of Saturday last,
that our endeavors during that day to obtain‘the
facts in the case were nnsatisfactory to us, and
yesterday we went to the Laboratory of Doctor
Webster, and there became possessed of sev-
eral additional facts.in relation to the mmtter.—
To gratify the anxiety of the public, we shall
give a correct account of the eircumstarces
which led to the ar-est of Dr. Webster.

It seems that a gentleman who has acted as
agent for Dr. Parkman for the last fifteen years,
was in the habit of seeing the doctor every day.
This gentleman knew that the doctor had had
an appointment with Dr. Webster, at half-past
one o'clock on Friday, the 23d. He also knew.
that Dir, Parkman had purchased some groce-
ries at a store on the corner of Vine and Blos-
som streets, about that hour, and he was the
more sarprised that the doctor did not call at
his house, as he was accustomed to do when he
was in that section of the city. When the ru-
mor was circulated that Dr. Parkman had been
seen passing the Bast Cambridge toll house on
the afternoon of Iriday, the 23d ult,, in com-
pany with an Irishman, the agent of the doctor
took it wpon himself to inquire ata majority
of the dwellings in the westerly part of Lev-
erelt street, and at the wharves on the East
Cambridge side of Cragie’s Bridge, whether
the inmates or occupants thereof had seen a
person answering to the decseription of Doctor
Parkman, pass that way during the afternoon of
Friday. L

No person having been seen answering to
this deseription, and no tidings having been -
heard from any other quarter, this gentleman
came to the conclusion that the body of Dr.
Parkman was within the walls of the Insti-
tution in North Grove street, where he had
been seen at about 1 1-2 o'clock on the last
mentioned day. The high standing of Dr.
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Webster, and the improbability that Dr. Park-
man could have met with any difliculty at
this Institution, caused this agent to stand
almost alone in his suspicions ; and while the
city authorities were almost indefatigably
making enquiries for the deetor, the agent
aforesaid could not divert his mind from the
idea that the doctor would be found in the
establishment.

Thus matters stood till the afternoon of
Monday the 26th ult., when officer Starkweath-
er, in company with Mr. Kingsley and others,
reconnoitered the grounds of the Institution,
but without discovering any thing, left the
premises. On Tuesday the 27th ult, between
eleven and half past eleven, A. M., Messrs.
Starkweather and Kingsley, by order of Mar-
shal Tukey and friends of Dr. Parkman,
gearched the North Grove street Institution,
but found nothing which tended to show that
the body of Dr. Parkman was there. ©On the
afternoon of Thanksgiving day. officers Clapp,
Fuller and Rice again searched the premises
without discovering any thing, and left under
the general impression that Dr. Parkman, if
found at all, would be found elsewhere. On
Friday, the 30th, at 4 P. M., officer Stark-
weather again celled at the Institution and en-
;[uirud for Mr. Littlefield, who is janitor of the

nstitution, and resides in a portion of the
building. Littlefield’s wife replied that he was
not at home, but soon thereafter Litlefield
appeared and was nsked by Starkweather,
whether, in the examinations which had been
-made of the building, every part tnereof had
been searched.
E‘FEr{ part exeepl Dr. Webster’s private privy.”
Star

but Littlefield told Lim it was locked and that
Dr. Webster had the key.

It seems, that jnst before this conversation
oceurred between Starkweather and Littlefield,
Littlefield had been engaged in drilling a hole
through a wall of the Institution, through
whiich, and only through which, the contents
of that privy could be discerned. Having
made an orifice and lighted a candle, he per-
ceived under the floor of the privy what ap-
peared to be the lower half of a lhuman body.
He then discontinued his operations and in-
formed Dr. Bizelow of the discovery he had

made. Soon thereafter, Marshal Tukey sent |
ofticers Clapp, Starkweather and Spurr, to |

Cambridge, to arrest Dr. Webster.  Mr. Clapp
found Dr. W. at his house, and informed him
that they proposed to search the Institution
further, and requested the Doctor to accom-
pany them to Boston in a carriage. The Doc-
tor made no objection, except to remark, that
* every thing had been examined and it was
useless to search any further,” or words to
that effeect, The carriage started from Dr.
Webster’s residence at Cambridge, at hali-
past seven P. M., on Friday ldst, and during
the route into the city, officer Clapp and the

Littlefield replied, * Yes, |

weather demanded admiitanee to this, |

Doctor conversed freely about general matters
and also rﬂslmcti::;g the - disappearance of Dr.
Parkman.

Instead, however, of proceeding to the La-
boratory the hack driver, in obedience 1o pre-
vious orders, drove into the city over Cragie’s
bridge, which Dr. Webster observed,and as
they passed Spring street without turning to-
wards the Hospital, the Doctor remarked the
faet and was told that the driver bad probably
| mistaken the way. In a few minuies they
reached the Jail in Leverett street, when Dr.
Webster was committed and then, for the firat
time, miormzd that he was under arrest for
the murder of Dr. George Parkman. | The
scene which followed beggars deseription, we
have already attempted to delineate it,

As we have heard complaints that officer
Clapp did not communicate to Dr. Wehster at
Cambridge, the fact of his arrest, we will ob-
serve, en passant, that the arrest was not nam-
ed ont of regard to the feelings of Dr. Web-
ster’s family, and Mr. Clapp has the =atisfac-
tion of knowing that the family appreciate
his benevolent motivesiin making the coneceal-
ment.

in order to make ourselves intelligible to
our readers as to the details which we now
| propose to communicare, it will be necessary
| to give an acconnt of several of the rooms of
| the medical institution in North Grove street.
On entering the front door of the building, at
the left 1s the entrance to the room in which
Dr, Webster officiates as Professor of Chem-
istry. This room oceunpies the grealer part
of the west side of the building. Directly
| back of ir, iz a emall room about 16 feet by
10, which was used by the Dr. as a depository
for chemical compounds and also as a study.
Directly back of this, is a smaller room, about
12 feet by 5 1-2 which contains a settee, stove,
and an assortment of chemiecals, stinilar to
those in the last ‘mentioned room. This
| amallest room iz in the northwest part of the
| building and has a small sink, and a window
opening wover the water. "I'ke three rooms
just deseribed compose the second floor of the
westerly half of the buoilding, which is sepa-
rated from the easterly half by an entry, and
the rooms all communicate with each other.

On passing out of the easterly side of the
16 by 10 room, through the eéntey, northward,
you deseend a pair of stairs which 1urn to the
left, and with sixteen steps you reach the
basement story, which comprises that portion
of the building which is under the three
rooms that we have deseribed. 'This base-
ment story was used as alaboratory by Dr.
Webster, and containg all’'the applianees nec-
essary for chemicel preparations. The space
in this story which 18 surronnded by the eir-
cuitous flight of stairs which we have deserib-
ed, constitutes the privy to which we have
alluded, in the vault of which the remains of
which we have spoken, were discovered by
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Mr. Littlefield. On the easterly side of this
laboratory, and immediately contiguous to
the side of the privy, runs a brick wall, eight-
een inches in thickoess, which makes, as we
understand, the centre wall of the building,
On the easterly side of this wall, and under-
neath the basement story, is a ground floor,
which iz very uneven, varyingin depth from
the basement story, from two 1o six feet.  This
ground floor is under the easterly half of the

building, and extends to the easterly side of

the privy. A trap door through the basement
gtory leads to this ground floor, and thus a
passage was afforded to the side of the privy,
through the wall bounding which, the orifice
was made, which disclosed the remains to
view.

As much has been said connecting the re-
mains with the dissecting romin contiguous to
the Institution, it may be well here to describe
the locality of the roomn appropriated for the
dissection of subjeets. On the westerly side
of Dr. Webster’s Laboratory is an entry, in
which is a vault for the reception of the offal
from the dissecting room. 'This entry is
bounded by the westerly wall of the building,
through which wall are doors opening into the
dissecting room. This dissecting room is an
appendage to the main building, about fifteen
feet from roof to floor, and stands on the
westerly side of the main building over the
water.

Oun entering the Institution yesterday, we

: S ; |
examined the localities and found them as we

have described, and we now proceed to delin-
eate the other matters which met our eye.
On a rough table in the Laboratory lay the
mutilated remains of a human body, eompris-
ing the thorax wanting the breast bone ; the
pelvis, with its fleshy parts and its appendages
entire ; two thighs which had been disarticu-
lated from the pelvis, and the left leg disartic-
ulated from the thigh. The head, arms and
feet were missing. The heart was absent
from the chest, but the longs remained and
were in a healthy condition. The skin and
fleshy parts of the chest had been cut open
and turned on each side. The contents of the
thorax, with the exception of the heart, were
present. The back and one side of the tho-
rax had the appearance of having been scoreh-
ed by the fire,

The pelvis and the right thigh presented a
macerated appearance, as though soaked in
water. The left thigh had evidently been in
the fire, the hip joint presenting a dark ap-
pearance, as it smoked, while the skin was
roasted. The left thigh was tied with a cord,
similar to another cord found on the premises,
to which were attached four eod hooks, form-
ing a grapple. The  lelt leg; wanting its foot,
also presented a macerated appearance.

On searching the Laboratory furnace, nu-
merous. bones and fragments of bones were
discovered, which were undoubtedly remains
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of a skull, lower jaw, right foot, leg and hand.
Three blocks of artificial teeth with platinum
rivets, one of which was composed of frony
| teeth and the other two of side teeth, were
FalEﬂ found in the furnace. Masses of silver
and other metals, of some ounces in weight
and a number of little shallow eups of coppe ;
which were supposed to be the remains of
buttons, but which are similar to a quantity of
new cups which were found in the Professor’a
drawers, aud a pearl ghirt button partially cal-
cined, were found. Numerous pieces uf glaga
and cinders composed the residual matters in
the furnace.

In the 16 by 10 room previously deseribeds
there was a large stain on the brick floor
whieh appeared to have been recently covered
with Venetian red. Similar stains were dis-
cernible in the 12 hy 5 1-2 room adjoining, on
the walls, settee and edge of the door. Upon
the side wall2 of the stair-case leading to the
privy, were spots and streaks, apparently of
blood. Dark brown stains are observable on
this bard pine stair ease, which had apparent-
ly been washed by nitrate, or some solution of
i copper, which still is seen in drops on the side
iwall. A pair of ribbed, black, doeskin panta-
loong, with the name of Doctor Webster writ-
ten on the watch fob, were produced by ons
of the officers, and the bottom of the legs
thereof, were spotted with what appeared to
bie blood, and soiled with a little Venetian red.

Chips of the wood containing the spots
were taken for microscopic examination, —
' The metals will be submitted to ehemical an-
alysis, the bomes to the most careful exami-
nation, and portions of the flesh will be ex-
amined to ascertain whether they have been
| gubjected to the usuval injections of the college
- dissecting room. This will determine whesher
| these remains have any connection with the
disgecting room, as the demonstrator, Dr, Ains-
worth, declares that all bodies which have
i been received at the dissecting room this fall,

have been injected with chloride of zine or
arsenie acid. '

The examinations to which we have allud-
ed are made by order of coroner Pratt, and
conducted by a committee of chemists and
physicians not connected with the college,
»among whom we obzerve Dr. Winslow Lewis,
| Jr., Dr. Martin Gay, Dr. Charles T. Jackson,
and Dr. Jeffreys Wyman., We would, there-
fore, advise the public to await the decision ef
the coroner’s jury, which will again meet on
Wednesday next at 10 A. M., to hear the re-
port of the examining chiemists and physi-
cians.

On Baturday afternoon last, about four o
clock, a tea-chest was discovered in the south-
west corner of the Laboratory, containing the
thorax and left thigh, of which we have spo-
ken, imbedded in tan, and covered with SEI'M:'-
miens of minerals appropriatelylabelled. Thig
tea-chest had been observed before, but the

e




contents thereof had not been examined, as|
they were supposed to be exclusively of a
mineral character. After the remains of a
human body had been discovered in this tea-
chest, they were matched with that part of
the body which had bLeen taken from the
privy vault, and found to correspond thereto.
They indicate that the body of an adult
male, past middle age, and abom five feet ten
inches in height, has been discovered in the
chemical department of the medical instiiu-
tion. When placed there, by whom, or under
what circumstances, it is not for us to say,
From the facts we have siated our readers can
draw their own inferences. As for ourselves,
we have no inclination to pre<judge the ecase.
We have heard enough of the uncertainty of
eircumstantial evidence, to allow us to judge
hastily of an affuir like the present; and we
advise our readers to suspend their judgment
and weigh the successive facts which shall be
elicited, with calmness and delhiberation.
There is one subject connected with this
matter, on which we wish 10 have a few se-
rious words with our readers. During the
excitement consequent upon the disappear-
gnce of Dr. Parkman, certain individuals have
taken occasion to utter threats against the
dissecting room of the college, and to make
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allegations that in the prosecution of surgical
science, unfair measares are resorted to for|
obtaining subjects. The study of anatomy
has now heen legalized, and unclaimed boiies
from our prisons and alinshouses are delivered
to the college fer the instruction of the st-
dents. When these sources do not furnish a
sufficient number, the subjects are imporeed
from our southern cities at a cost not exeeed-
ing tweuty five dollars each. At this price it
is entirely idle to suppose thatany inducement
exists to murder a man for the purposes of
dissection, and the law is so stringent against
the azh%']natiun of bodies for these purposes,
that these exhumations, of late years, are un-
heard of. .

If a murder has been committed, there is not
the most remote connection between it and
the anutowsical department of Harvard Col-
leze. Were this point clearly understood, we
should perceive no such manifestations of vir-
illence against the Medieal institution as we
have recently seen exhibited, and mno one
would regret the virulence more than Dr.
Parkman himself, who gave the college the
land on which the present buildings are
erected, with a full knowledge that in part,
they were to be used for the promotion of
surgical and anatomieal science.

We are gratified to record that the Profes-
gors, and all persons connected with the Col-
lege, have afforded every facility for a full and
thorough investigation of all matters connect-

| lations of the Professor.

ed with the case, and that the:Mayor, Marshal,
and subordinate officers, have been indefatiga-
ble in their endeavors to probe the ‘matter to
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the bottom. And particularly the Mayor, Mar-
shal, and officers Clapp, Starkweather, Spurr,
Fuller, and Tarlton, will please aceept our
acknowledgements for the assistance they
have respectively rendered us, in our efforis
to lay before the publie, a full, correct, and
impartial account of the matters which have
engrossed the attention of our people since
Saturday last. The investizating committee
of the coroner’s jury will also accept our
thanks for their attention to ug at the Labora-
tory yesterday, by which we have been able
to present details which would otherwise
have cost us much time and labor to pre-
cure.

One of our reporters visited Cambridge last
evening, and sscertained that on Saturday
night Marshal Edwards, in consequence of
apprehensions by the Mayor that an attack
might be made upon the residence of Profes-
sor Webster, on Garden street, assembled
twenty-five special policemen, who were di-
rected to patrol near the house, without ex-
citing suspicions_of their ohject. No attempt,
however, was made to molest the innocent
occupants of the dwelling, which is not owned
by Professor Webster, but by Jonas Wryeth,

isq.  Our reporter also learned some facts in
relation to the persenal history and family re-
He is the son of the
late Redford Webster, Esq., formerly an afflu-
ent resident of the north part of Bosten,
where he died some time about the year 1834,
leaving about 40,000, which, we learn, is con-
veyed as a lile estate to Professor Webster, and
at his death, to hischildren. Young Webster,
while in College, was not considesed pasgion-
ate or fractious, but rather chicken-hearted, as
one of his college mates expresses it. He
was nervous, but not quarrelsome. After he
had graduated he went to Europe, and finished
hig medical education in England and Scot-
land, On his return from thence, about the
time of his father's death, he stopped at the
Azores, and became acquainted with Miss
Hinckley, now his wife, at the port of Fayal ;
she was then residing with her father, whe
held the post of American consul at that port.
He married her there, and returned to Cam-
bridge, and lectured at the college for a year
or two, when he was elected protessor, in the
year 1837.

Since then he hasresided in Cambridge and
has lectured upon chemistry, geology, miner-
ology, at Cambridge and in this eity : and wag
in receipt of a salary, and from tickets to his
lectures at the medical college, at the time of
his arrest, of from two to three thousand dol-
lars, which from his carelessness about money
matters, was insufficient for his wants, and
kept him always in debt. }

His family now consists of a wife and four
daughters, the youngest sixteen years of age,
and the eldestabout twenty-three. The oldest
is married to Mr. Dabney, the present consul
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at Fayal. The other three daughters reside at
Cambridge, and with their mother, are in deep
aflliction on account of the arrest and suspi-
cions of their husband and father. . The {feel-
ing entertained among the citizens of Cam-

bridge, who best know Dr. Webster, is, that |

he is innocent of the charge on which he has
been arrested, or that, it guilty, some un-
known provocation must have induced the fa-
tal attack. OQur reporter ealled last evening
atthe jail, and ascertained that the Professor
had passed a quiet day, having partaken of
his meals regularly, and being free from that
alternate exeitement and gloom which char-
acterised him for some twenty-four hours after
his arrest.

Yesterday afternoon, about five o'clock, a
little child fell throngh one of the lower win-
dows ol the college, ereating a considerable
erash. lnstantly a crowd of some two hun-
dred rushed to the spot, presuming it to have
been the beginning of an attack on the place,
but the officers in attendanece, Heath, Eaton,
&e., quickly interfered, explained the cause
of the excitement, and the assemblage grum-
blingly dispersed.

The ever ready Washingten Light Infantry,
Capt. Casszel, relieved that gallant corps, the
City Grays, Capt. Thompson, yesterday morn-
ing, and were on duty, ready for any kind of
service, throughout the Sabbath, until last eve-
uing. Then the New England Guards, Capt.
Joe Put, Bradlie, relieved them, and took their
gtations. Through the politeness of a ser-

ant of the Guard, we were introduced to

qapt. Put., and ascertained that the N. E. G.
were to be held in attendance for whatever
might transpire, Corporal Joe Smith was {ull
of ardor and gallantry. He is a gentleman,
. notwithstanding his drab coat.

Professor Jolin W. Webster was brought
up before Justice Cushing, of the Poliee
Court, this afternoon, at halt-past 1 o’clock,
#o undergo an examivation upon the charge
of murdering Dr. George Parkman, of this
ﬁi]:f,_ on the afiernoon of Friday, the 23d.
L.

The accused being asked by Justice Cush-
ing if he knew the substance of the char
made against him, replied that he did not, and
would like to hear it. . The warrant -issued
against him by Justice Merrill, on the eve-
ning of Friday last, was accordingly read to
Lim by his counsel, tne. Hon, Fraoklin Dexter,
and he immediately waived an examination
by the advice and consent of his counsel, for
the Ipurpusa of sparing the feelings of his
family.

The Court therefere ordered him to be re-
committed to jail until the first Monday of
January, at which time he will be’ arraigned
at the bar of the Municipal Court, to answer
to the charge. . !

During the process,Professer Webster main-
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tained a perfectly ealm and imperturable de-
meanor, not the slightest tremor agituting his
frame.

There were but a very few persons present
at the examination; the intentions of the
court having been kept profoundly secreet,
until all was over, We noticed in the court
Me. Parker, District Attorney, High Sheriff
Everleth, Deputy Sheriff’ and Coroner Pratt,
and Constables Clapp, Bturkweather, Tallent,
Taylor, Spoon, and Stratton.

The forezoing includes all the particulars
which have come to our knowledge in refer-
ence to this unfortunate and mysierious” affair.
The high standing of Dr. Parkman, his re-
gpectable connexions, and the hitherto unim-
peachable eharacter of Dr. Webster, known as
they have been by a large circle of acquain-
‘tance; such persons being mixed up with this
\truly lamentable affair in the manner that they
are, it i8 not strange that immense excitemant
ghould be the result. '

It is impossible, under the exeited state of
the public mind to lay before our readers aArLL
the details, but we believe the foregoing to
contain the most correct account extant.

How much will be developed at the trial of
Dr. Webster, or how far he is implicated, time
alone can decide; but in coneclusion, let us
urge our readers to forego an expression of
opinion, and ealmly wait the results of the
Judieial Investigation,

In order to gratify our readers with regard
to Dr. Webster's connexions, and standing in
commuuity, we subjoin the following memoir.

The suliject of this memoir, John W. Web-
ster, was born in Boston about the year 1790.
He was the son of Redford Webster, who for-
merly resided in the north part of the eity.
"The futher of Mr. Webster died, we believe,
in the year 1834, leaving a fortune of about
forty thousand dollars. In 1823 or '24, the
son travelled in Scodand in company with
Professer Boue of Paris. Afterwards he went
to the Azores islands, where he sojourned for
some time and wrote a very ereditable work
upon  the geology of those islands.  He re-
wurned to this country in 1834, with a valuable
colleetion of minerals, procured by him in his
travels, which he sold to Harvard Cellege for
the sum of eight thousand dellars.  'With the
assistance of Professor Treadwell, he edited,
for a time, the Boston Journal of Philosaphy
and Arts.  In the same year he again visited
the Azures, on account of the ill health of his
wife, and at that time expressed bis intention
of resigning his pro‘essorship and establishing
a sulpher manufactory at 8t. Michaels. Upon
examining the sulpher earths, they were not
found to be sufficiently rich to warrant the un-
dertaking, and he consequently abandoned his
design, and returning to Cambridge he resum-
ed his professorship. '

He oceupied the post of Lecturer on Chem-

| istry, Mineralogy, and Geology at Harvard
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College from 1834 to 1837, and in_the latter
year was elected Lrving Professor ofChemis-
try, Natural Philozophy, Mineralogy and Ge-
ology. As prolessor, hisslary wasb t twelve
hundred dollars per annum, from which  he
was obiliged to pay his own expenses and con-
sidering that he had only a life: estate in the
fortune of his father, his income was inade-
quate to pay s annual expenses; and he
was consequemtly kept in an embarragsed
condition.

He frequently complained that he was not
properly supported by the University, and la-
mented that oo account of pecuniary diffieul-
ties, he was unable to make that progress in
his favorite sciences which he so ardently de-
sired. As a mineralogist, he was active and
indefatizable, and was continually engaged in
collecting the mineralogical specimens which
are indiginous to our sister states.

In the year 1837 he delivered his first course

of Lectures before the Medical class of Har-|

vard University at the lostitution in Mason
street, in this eity, at which time he succeeded
the late celebrated Professor Gorhamof this
city. At this period the salary of Professor
Webster was raised to nineteen hundred dol-
lars per annum.

As we gave an account of the marriage and
family of the Professor in our paper of yester-
day, we shall conclude this short sketch by a
reference to his peculiarities,
short stature, heavily built, with a large head,
and a face strongly indicative of the nervous
temperament. Like most sciemific men, he
was absorbed in his professional duties, and
while he was inclined to profuse expenditures

on the one hand, he had little or no idea of

the value of money on the other. [He was a
man of social disposition, but at times, ex-
tre mely nervous and irritable, and never more
g0 than when pressed by a creditor for the
payment of a debt which he was unable to
dischacge.

Those who are well acquainted with Profes-
sor Webster, and particularly most of his Cam-
bridge friends, utterly disbelieve that he is
rightfully charged with the murder of Dr.
Parkman, while those whoare somewhat stag-
gered Ly the details which have presented
themselves within the past week at the Labo-
ratory, say that if the body found there be
that of De. Parkman, and Professor Webster
should turn out to be the assassin, it is certain
that the Professor must have eommitted the
deed under strong excitement caused by un-
due pertivacity on the part of the doctor.

It 12 well known that Dr. Parlkman was very
urgent in the collection of his dues, especially
with a dilatory paymasier. And asitisequal-
ly well known that the Professor was slack in
his payments and had been hardly pressed by
the Doctor ; those of the community who be-

ieve Dr. Parkman to have been killed by Pro-
fessor Webster, suppose the act to have been

e was of
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done in the heat of personal recrimination.
This is thought to have been engendered by
the fuct that Dr. Parkman, a few days previ-
ous to the 23d - ult, enquired of the person
who collected the money for tickets tothe
chemical lectures, whetlier he had sufficient
funds ot the Prolessors, 1o pay the mortgage
note which has been the subject of =0 much
controversy. It is known that the Professor
took great umbrage at this, and immediately,
on hearing the fiaet, appointed a meeting with
Dr. Parkman at his lahoratory, at 1 1-2 on the
afternoon of Friday, the 23d ult. for the pur-
pose of paying the mortgage debt, since which
time, nothing definite has Leen learned of the
Doctor.

Matrters are in progress which will demon
strate in a few days, whether the body discor-
ered on the premises of Professor Webster be
really that of Docter Parkman or not. Mean-
while, we will observe, that yesterday, the in-
vestigation of the Commiitee of thg Coroner’s
Jury, were more favorable, than was previ-
ously anticipated, and if to-day it shall appear
that the discovered remains have been injected
with arsenic acid, or chloride of zine, a new
feature will arise in the case which will pro-
| duee still greater surprise than any yet mani-
fested. As the burnt copper cups, which were
supposed to have been-the remains of Doctor
Parkman's coat butions, have turned out to be
instruments for ehemieal purposes ; the silver
and other metals which were supposed to
have been the remaims of the Doetor’s watch
and specie, have proved to be lead and tin:
and as the supposed spots of blood turn out
to be tobacco juice, when examined by a pow-
erful microscope, it would not be surprising if
the remains of the corpse should be found to
have been infused with anatomical injecting
matter, and thus destroy the tragic poetry with
whieh the public have been entertained and
shocked for the past week.,

The following are the appearances of the
artificial teeth and ene natural tooth, taken:
fiom the furnace. It will be perceived that
there are three blocks of teeth—a front and

two side blocks. They are supposed to be
the work of Dr. Keep, the Dentist, and ara:
riveted with plationm  wire. The npatural
tooth has an external orifice from which gold:
or some other material appears to have been
melted out. It i said that the peculiar shape-
of these blocks of teeth, and the peculiar
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manner in which the natural tooth was filled
will suggest to the dentist, who manufactured
the one and filled the other, to whom the teeth
belonged.

The Remains of Dr. Parkman, as collected
by the commintee of examining physicians,
and placed together.

The above cut represents the remains of
the human body which lay upon the tuble in
the laboratory of the college in North Grove
street, parts of which are particularly deserib-
ed in another place. As words never convey
an adequate idea of material objects, and fre-
quently cause the writer to be misunderstood,
we place a representation before our readers,
that they may at once perceive what is discov-
ered and what is missing.

No. 1. Represents the vetebree and thora-
eic cavity which is charred, and contains the
lungs.

No. 2. Represents the pelvic eavity, cover-
ed by flesh in its lower part,

No. 3. “T'he right thigh disarticulated from
the pelvis.

No. 4. The left thigh disarticulated from
the pelvis.

No. 5. The left leg disarticulated fiom the
thigh and foot.

P. 8. Dr. Keep has since identified the
mineral teeth as his work.

The Parkman Tragedy.

As all the facts pertaining to the revolting
transaction are of deep interest to the cosimu-
nity, we hereunto annex some few incidents
of the supposed murder,

Mr. Sawin, who drives an express wagon
hetween this city and Cambridge, states that
he has been employed for a long period of
time by Professor Webster to carry bundles
and parcels for him, to and from his residence
and the College, as ofien as four or five times
a week, and that up to last week he had been
in tire habit of going into Professor Webster's
appartments in the College and leaving what-
ever he bad, there. Last week he says Prof.
Webster told him to leave any fparcels which
he might bring over for him in Littlefield's
entry and he would get them. He also eays
he endeavored to open the door to Professor
Webster’s appartmeut and found it fastened
on the inside. Among other articles which hs
brought over were some bundles of faggots;
a portion of these were found in Profossor
Webster’s appartment.

On Monday alternoon the Coroner’s Jury
visited the Medical College, for the purpose of
examining the vault where the first remains
were found, it having been suggested by some
that the pieces found there might have floated
from the vault uszed as a receptacle of digsect-
ed subjecis in the other part of the College,
and thenee into the Professor’s vaull, where
they were found. A therough examination of
the premises at once showed the impossibility
of such an occurre: ce.

It is said that the wife of President Webster
is very anxious to gee him, but her friends have
dissuaded her from visiting him at present.
She gent to the Marshall’s otfice on Monday, a
basket of books and somne articles of comtort,
which were forwarded to the jail for him.

At the assembling of the Medical class in
this city, at the Clinical lecture on Monday
morning last, Dr. Bigelow, in behall’ of the
medical professors of Harvard University, and
dre=srd them as follows:—

GextLEMEN,—It is with deep regret that 1
am obliged to announce to the class that it
consequence of the sulemn and appalling
events of the last week, the lectures at the
Mediral College will be suspended during this
and the two succeeding dayse. This measure
is rendered necessary by the existing condition
of thing. It is due to the present excited state
of the public feeling—it is due to the majesty
of the law, the investigaticns of wlich are no-
yet completed ; above all, it is due to the me-
mory of Dr. George Parkman, the patron and
promptor of medical scieuce, the personal
friend of many of us, and the generous bene-
factor of our own institution. Under any cir-
cumstances we should pause to do fitting ho-
nor to his character and virtues, but the melan-
choly forehodings of the last week, which have
ripened into the painful conviction that he no
longer survives, have cast a cloud over our
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whole city, of sorrow and dismay. Most of
all gentlemen, will it be felt in this school,
which has been the recipient of his bounty.
and towards which he has exhibited an almost
parental interest, and which is carefully as-
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but he told Mr. Brewster that he would pro-
pound the question to the Hon. John H. Clif-
Aord, the State Attorney, for his solution. M.
Clifford could not be found in this eity, and
Mr. Parker, therefore ealled on Col. Hateh,

sociated with the last known hour of his ex-j expressman; and asked him if Mr. Clifford was

istence,

Let us bow before the decrers of Provi-
dence, and wait on its wisdom and justice. By
a vote of the Faculty, in regard to the solemn
events which have happened, the ordinary ex-
ercise will be postponed, until the Clinical
Leeture on next Thursday, when I shall hope
to meet the Class and explasin to them the
ulterior arrangements,

————

PROCEEDINGS

0OF THE

Jury of Enguest.

CoroNBE—JABEZ PRATT, Esq.

JURT—0smyn Brewster, Foreman, Lewis Jones,
John L. Andrews, Eobert Restieanx,
Pearl Martin, Harum Merrill,

FIRST DAY—MORNING SESSION.
Wepnespay, Dec. 5th, 1849,

The Coroner’s Jury called by Col Pratt, to
git in inguest on the remaing of Dre. Parkman,
found at the Medical College, in North Giove
street, resumed this morning their sessions, (at
the Seveuth Ward Room, in Court Square,)
which had been interrupted since Saturday
last to allow the investigating committee an
epportunity of scientifically examining the re-
mains.

At a few minutes past 10 o'clock, the usual
proclamation was made by constable Jones, by
the order of the coroner ; that all persons who
were cognisant of any facts touching the means
whereby D. George Parkman came to his
death, might draw near and testify in the pre-
mises.

A PROPOSITION TO EXCLUDE REPORTERS—
WILL IT IT RUCCEED ?

The jury having taken their seats, the Coun-
t¥ Attorney Samuel D. Parker, Ezq, at the
request of the coroner and of the fureman of
the jury, stated to them, that this morning he
had been called upon by Mr. Osmyn Brewster,
who propounded to him, as the county attor-
ney, the question whether the laws required

that the investigations of the inquest should be  publicly or privately.

made in publie, or whether they eould not be

jat New Bedford, his place of residence.

Col.
Hatch replied, that he believed Mr. Clifford
was not at home.

Mr. Parker then stated that not being able
to confer personally with Mr. Ciifford, he bad
put the question severally to the Mayor, to
one of the Justices of the Court of Cammon
Pleas, and to the Associate Justices of the Su-
preme Court. These authorities, however,
had unanimously refused to give their opinion upon
the subjact. Mr. Parker stated furthermore that
he had but a moment belore seen Mr. Robert
(G. Shaw, who expressed a strong desire that
the proceedings might be conducted with the
utmost secrecy consistent with the law.

He (Mr. Parker,) then advised the foreman
of the jury in presence of the coroner and the
rest of the jury and the spectators, to send a
telegraphic despatch to A ttorney General Clif-

i ford, asking his opinion in the premizes, and

in the meantime he would draw up his own
opinion in writing on the subject.

Coroner Pratt, therefore dismissed the jury,
and the witnesses summoned uniil 12 o'elock
M., at which time they will resume their seats,

AFTERNOON SESSION.
Wepxespar, Dec. 5th, 1849,

The Coroner’s jury returned to their seats
at 12 o'clock this noon, according to adjonrn-
ment to hear the opinion of the County Attor-
ney, Parker, upon the legality of excluding the
public fiom the room in which the inquest is
held, and of condueiing the investigations in
secrey.

My, Parker, the County Attorney, came in
at quarter after twelve, and delivered his opin-
ion in writing, which we give verbatim,

Mr Coromer axp GeENTLEMEN:—It being
now ascertained that the Atiorney General is
where a telegraph communication cannot be
made to him, | will express my opinion upon
the points proposed to me.

The powers and duties of the Coroner de-
pend in Massachusetts upon the Statute Law,
and are very difterent here from what they are
in England by the Common Law. The 150th
| chapter of the Revised Statutes is very explieit
in many particulars, but it is silent upon some
subjects, Much is left to the discretion of the
Covoner; and I am of opinion, that it is wholly
within the exercise of the sound diseretion of
that officer, whether the testimony of witnes-
ses should be taken before the Jury of Inguest

In some cases a public examination of the

conducted in secrecy. Mr. Parker said that| witnesses, and the publication of their testi-

the question was one of sueh importance, that

mony, might defeat the ends of public justice,

he did not like to give his opinion officially ;| The 10th section provides that if any person
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charged by the Inquest shall not be in custody
the Coroner ghall have power to issue process
for his apprehension. As soon as any evidence
is published tending to implicute a person, he
would have in most cases an opportunity to
escape. In some respects the inquest of a
Coroner’s Jury resembles alalogous enquiry by
the Grand Jury of the Criminal Court, which
is always secrel

Many other evils may be suggested, which
may arise, in cases of great impression and ex-
citement, fromn a publication of the testimony
as it progresses belore the Coroner’s Jury, and
which would be detrimental to the public jus-
tice, in pre-occupying and perhaps mis-direct-
ing publie opinion, ereating great difficulty in
getting au impartial panvel of jurors at the
trial, exposing the material witnesses to per-
gonal attacks, attempts to tamper with them,
or inducements to avoid, &c.

I have no doubt of the power of the Coroner
to decide whether the examination of witnes-
ges shall be public or private. It is within his
official diseretion, to be exercized in each par-
ticular case according to the circumstances of
that case ; and in this case, it is his privilege
and duty to decide the mode of proceeding.
If it his wish, or the Inquest desire that 1
ghould express my opinion upon the question
of expediency on the present oecasion, [ do
not hesitate to advise that the proceedings be-
fore the Coroner’s Jury be private up to the
time of the signing of the verdiet,

1 have consulted several eminent gentlemen
of the bar, and several persons in high official
station, and there is no difference of opinion,
—they all concur in the same opinion. 1 have
aeked the friends of the deceased, and some
of the iriends of a person supposed to be inter-
ested in these proceedings. | have stated the
matter to the eminent counsel of that person.
He has no desire to have the examipation pri-
vate, and expressed no desire to have it public
and thought he should not interfere in any way
to affect the Coroner’s decision,

(Signed) Samuern D. Parger,
Att'y of the Commonwealth, in Countyof Suf-
folk. :

Mr. Parker having concluded, he was asked
by Coroner Pratt if he thought it was expe-
dient to conduct the investigation iu private,
to which he answered that he did so consider
it, for many reasons, among which were the
danger of injury 1o which the persons testify-
ing might be subjected by having their testi-
mony made publie, and also from the injury
that the tamily of the deceased 'might sustain
from haviug the contents of the papers and
doeuments which would be used in the course
of the proceedings, made public.

Hereupon, Jabes Pratt, the coroner, rose
and addressed the representatives of the press
who were present, upon the course which he
felt himseIf anthorized and bound' to take. —
He gaid that though he bad performed the du-

The Parkman Tragedy.

]ties of coroner in the county for fifteen years,
he had never beenicalled upon to preside at
an ingquest which gave him so much pain as
the present one. He -had always manifested
a disposition to accommodate the press upen
all occasions in every way  he possibly could,
and he regretied exceedingly that the eircum-
stances were such as made it his imperative
duty to exclude them from the presence of
the jury. He repeated the remarks made by
Mr. Parker, on the expediency of this secreey,
and then announced his decision, that the
impartial administration of public justice, and
the welfare of the families and friends of both
the accused and the deceased, required the
present investigations to be conduected in
secret. Thereupon the room was ordered to
be cleared.

A chemical analysis has been made of the
contents of the veins and arteries which were
dissected out of the thighs and leg on Monday
aflternoon lor examination,and neither arsenic
acid nor ehloride of zinc have been found
mixed with them. The absence of these two
chemicals conelusively proves, therefore, that
the body from which the veins and arteries
were taken was pot one which had Leen
brought to the college as a subject for dissec-
tion.

A portion of the cinders fonnd in the fur-
nace of the lahoratory of Professor Webster
have also been rigidly analyzed, and a small
quantity of gold and silver have thus far been

found, and the small quantity of each of the
t metals found would seem to indicate that
| they proceed from the melting of the filling
of the partly decayed natural tooth and the

late of’ the mineral teeth identified as Dr,
E"arkmun’&. o

A further and more rigid examination bas
also been made of the conglomerated masses
of lead and tin which were al=o found in the
laboratory furnace, and minute particles of
silver have been digscovered in the composi-
tion of the fused metals, but in such very
small quantities that it is supposed that this
metal was origidally contained in either the
lead or tin, as it is often found in the natural
state.

The result of the examination of the con-
tents of the arteries and veins proving, as it
does, that the remains from which they were
taken do not form a part of a suhject for dis-
section, adds a new and important link to the
i fearful ehain of circumstantial evidence
which at this moment surrounds Professor
Webster.

We learn that a large bunch of skeleton or
newly filed keys have been found in the draw-
ers of a bereau in Prof. Webster's laboratory,
which are said to give the possessor an en-
trance to every room in the medieal college.

We here close, for the present, our account
of this most ftartling tragﬂdj, hoping * never
to hear ot its like again




























